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ERRATUM. 

In  Uie  Speeek  of  Mr,  Stepbeo,  at  p.  928,  on  nr  John  Newport*!  Motion  reipectiBg  CoorU  of  9atlieo, 
fnitoid  of  tiM  words  "  To  hu  infinite  rarpriae  it  appeured  afterwards,  tbat  sometbing  of  thii  kind  had 
"  taken  pUoe  in  a  partioolar  department,'*  the  lentenoe  shoold  ran  thus  :  '*  Finding  some  insinoationa 
'*  wbiek  teemed  to  point  at  tke  ofiee  of  the  Masters  in  Ckanoery,  among  those  in  which  aboses  were 
"  supposed  to  exist,  he  bad  inTited  explanation  on  that  point,  and  had  declared,  Uiat  if  any  featlenwn 
**  would  assert  Ike  existence  of  abases  in  that  quarter,  he  would  Tote  for  the  inqukj.  And  an  kon. 
^  and  learned  member  having,  in  replj,  deolared  his  belief  in  soch  abases,  though  aot  as  proceeding 
•*  from  Um  Masttn  tkouelTet*  ke  tkongkt  it  became  kirn  lo  vote  fikr  tke  motion." 
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xHE  Prince  Regent's  Speech  on 
Opening  tbb  Session. J  This  being  the 
first  day  of  the  sessiun.liis  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Refluent  came  down  to  the 
House  in  the  usual  state  ;  and  on  entering 
the  House,  attended  by  the  royal  suite,  in 
which  the  sword  of  state  was  borne  by  the 
earl  of  Liverpool ;  the  cap  of  oaaintenance 
by  the  marquis  of  Winchester ;  and  the 
imperial  crown  olf  the  realm  by  lord  James 
Murray ;  his  Royal  Highness  took  his 
seat  on  the  throne*  Sir  Thomas  Tyrwhitt^ 
gentleman  usher  of  the  Black  Rod,  was 
then  sent  to  command  the  immediate 
attendance  of  the  Commons.  Soon  after- 
wardsy  the  Speaker,  accompanied  by  a 
number  of  members^  came  to  the  bar; 
when  the  Prince  Regent  delivered  the 
following  most  gracious  Speech  from  the 
throne  : 

<'  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
«*  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  am  Again 
obliged  to  announce  the  continuance  of 
his  Majesty's  lamented  indisposition. 

**  It  would  have  given  me  great  satisfac- 
tion to  have  been  enabled  to  communicate 
to  you  the  termination  of  the  war  between 
this  country  and  the  United  States  of 
America. 

''  Although  this  war  originated  in  the 
most  unprovoked  aggression  on  the  part 
of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  was  calculated  to  promote  the  designs 

of  the  common  enemy  of  Europe  againit 
(VOL.  XXIX.) 


the  rights  and  independence  of  all  other 
nations,  I  never  have  ceased  to  entertain  a 
sincere  desire  to  bring  it  to  a  conclusion 
on  just  and  honourable  terms. 

*'  I  am  still  engaged  la  negociations  for 
this  purpose;  the succeas  of  them  inust« 
however,  depend  on  my  disposition  being; 
met  with  corresponding  sentimebts  on  tho 
part  of  the  enemy. 

<*  The  operations  of  his  Majesty's  forces 
by  sea  and  land  in  the  Chesapeake,  in  the 
course  of  the  present  year,  have  been 
attended  with  the  most  brilliant  and  sue* 
cessful  results. 

*'  The  flotilla  of  the  enemy  in  the 
Patoxent  has  been  destroyed.  The  signal 
defeat  of  their  land  forces  enabled  a  de- 
tachment  of  his  Majesty's  army  to  take 
possession  of  the  city  of  Washington ;  and 
the  spirit  of  enterprize  which  has  charJIi 
terized  all  the  movements  in  that  quarter 
has  produced  on  the  inhabitants  a  deep 
and  sensible  impression  of  the  calamities 
of  a  war  in  which  they  have  been  so 
wantonly  involved. 

"  The  expedition  directed  from  Halifax 
to  the  northern  coast  of  the  United  States, 
has  terminated  in  a  manner  not  less  satis- 
factory. The  successful  course  of  this 
operation  has  been  followed  by  the  imme- 
diate submission  of  the  extensive  and 
important  district,  east  of  the  Penobscot 
river,  to  his  Majesty's  arms. 

"  In  adverting  to  these  events,  I  am 
confident  you  will  be  disposed  to  render 
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full  jofitice  to  the  valour  and  disciplkie 
which  have  distinguished  his  Majesty's 
land  and  sea  forces ;  and-you  will  regret 
with  me,  the  severe  loss  the  coufitry  'bat 
sustained  by  the  fall  of  the  gallant  com- 
mander of  his  Majesty 'b  troops,  in  the 
advance  upon  Baltimore. 

"  I  availed  myself  of  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity afforded  by  the  «tate  of  affairs  in 
Europei  to  detach  a  considerable  military 
force  to  the  river  Saint  Lawrence ;  bat  its 
arrival  could  not  possibly  take  place  till 
an  advanced  period  of  the;  campaign. 
.  "  Notwithsianding  the  reverse  which 
appears  to  have  occurred  on  Lake  Cham* 
plain,  I  entertain  the  most  confident  ex- 
pectation, as  well  from  the  amount  as  from 
the  description  of  the  British  force  now 
serving  in  Canada,  that  the  ascendancy  of 
his  Majesty's  arms  throughout  that  part  of 
North  America  will  be  effectually  estab- 
lished. 

*'  The  opening  of  the  Congress  at 
Vienna  has  been  retarded,  from  unavoid- 
able causes,  tp  a  later  period  than  had  been 
expected. 

"  It  will  be  my  earnest  endeavour,  in  the 
liegociations  which  are  now  in  progress,  to 
promote  such  arrangements  as  may  tend 
to  consolidate  that  peace  which,  in  con- 
junction with  his  Majesty'!  allies,  I  have 
bad  the  happiness  of  concluding ;  and  to 
re-establish  that  just  equilibrium  amongst 
the  different  powers,  which  will  afford  the 
best  prospect  of  permanent  tranquillity  to 

* 
**  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

<f  I  have  directed  the  estimates  for  the 
ensuing  year  to  be  laid  before  you. 

"  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you, 
that  the  revenue  and  commerce  of  the 
United  Kingdom  are  in  the  most  flourish- 
ing condition. 

«'  I  regret  the  necessity  of  the  large 
expenditure  which  we  must  be  prepared 
to  meet  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year ; 
but  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
long  and  arduous  contest  in' Europe  has 
been  carried  on  and  concluded,' have 
unavoidably  led  to  large  arrears,  for 
which  you  will  see  the  necessity  of  pro- 
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viding ;  and  the  war  still  subsisting  with 
America,  renders  the  continuance  of  great 
exertions  indispensable, 

*'  IVf  y  |iOr(is  ^nd  Gentlemen^ 
"  The  peculiar  character  of  the  late  war, 
as  well  as  the  extraordinary  length  of  its 
duration,  must  have  materially  affected  the 
internal  situation  of  all  the  countries  engag- 
ed in  it|  as  well  as  the  commerci^  relations 
which  formerly  subsisted  between  them. 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  con- 
fident yoq  will  see  the  expediency  of  pro- 
ceeding with  due  caution  in  the  adoption 
of  such  regulations  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  extending  our  trade, 
and  securing  our  present  advantages ;  and 
you  may  rely  op  my  cordial  po-operation 
and  assistance  in  every  measure  which  is 
calculated  to  contribute  to  the  prosperity 
and  welfare  of  his  Majesty's  dominions.'' 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Speecb,  the 
Prince  Regent  and  the  royal  suite  retired, 
and  the  Commons  withdrew  to  their  own 
House.  Lord  Exmouth  (laCe  sir  Edward 
Pellew)  was  introduced  with  the  ac- 
customed formalities.  His  lordship's  sup« 
porters  were  lords  Kenyon  and  Ellen- 
borough.  Lord  Auckland  took  the  oaths 
and  bis  seat,  on  succeeding  to  the  peerage, 
by  the  demise  of  his  father.  Their  lord- 
snips  then  adjourned  till  five  o'clock. 
When  the  House  had  resumed,  the  Prince 
Regent's  Speech  was  read  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  aleo  by  the  Clerk  at  the 
table. 

The  Earl  of  Abingdon  rose,  he  said,  to 

f perform  a  part  which  he  had,  very  re- 
uctantly,  undertaken  ;  not,  however,  from 
any  apprehension  of  difficulty  in  persuad- 
ing the  House  to  adopt  the  Address  which 
he  should  have  the  honour  of  submitting 
for  its  consideration,  but  from  a  high  sense 
of  the  importance  of  the  occasion,  and 
from  bis  inability  adequately  to  prepare 
himself  for  addressing  their  lordships,  in 
conseouence  of  the  shortness  of  the  no- 
tice which  he  had  received  upon  this,  sub- 
ject, and  the  various  private  engagementa 
to  which  he  was  called  upon  to  attend. 
This  much  the  noble  lord  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  offer,  with  a  view  to  bespeak 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  and  to  show 
that  his  unprepared  atate  was  by  no  means 
the  result  of  any  wilful  neglect.  With 
respect  to  the  first  paragraph  of  the  Prince 
Regent's  Speech,  he  was  persuaded  that 
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mil  who  hoard    it— that   all  good    mon 
ihroaghoQl  Iho  cmpire-i^woi^ld   cordially 
mccord  with  tho  semimenl  of  regret  which 
it  expretsed  upon  the  subject  of  oar  gra- 
cious soTereign's  long  continoed  illness. 
And  as  to  Americai  the  feeling  of  that 
House  most  concur  with  the  langaage  of 
the  Speech  and  the  opinion  of  the  coun- 
try ;  for  the  unprovoked  aggression  of  the 
American  goTernment  was  a  matter  of 
undisputed  fact  and  universal  reprobation. 
It  was  impossible,  indeedf  not  to  repro* 
bate  that  aggrenion,  especially  when  the 
circumstances  nnder  which  it  took  place 
were  considered ;  when  it  was  recollected, 
that  the  American  government  thought 
proper  to  declare   against  us  at  a  time 
when  she  supposed  that,  from  external 
engagements  and  internal  situation,  we 
should  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  inb- 
mitting  to  her  unjust  pretensions.     The 
treacheryi  however,  had  proved  ooaTaiU 
ing;   but  it  was  to  be  remembered,  that 
America  had  evinced  no  indisposition,  at 
a  Tery  critical  period,  to  second  the  views 
of  the  common  enemy ;  that  that  govern- 
ment had  showed  no  repugnance  to  create 
a  dirersion   in    favour  of   that  enemy. 
Therefore,  while  we  had  to  congratulate 
ourselves  upon  the  total  discomfiture  of 
that  enemy  and  the  consequent  deliver- 
ance of  Europe,  we  must  bear  in  mind 
that  the  American  government  manifested 
no  disioclinatioa  to  prevent  that  discom- 
fiture and  impede  that  deliverance.   How- 
aver,  notwithstanding  such  conduct  on  the 
part  of  America,  it  was  satisfactory  to 
witneu  the  declared  disposition  of  the 
Regent  to  conclude  peace  with  that  govern- 
ment on  just  and  honourable  terms.    That 
the  war,  indeed,  bad  no  other  object,  In. 
the  contemplation  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, could  not,  he  thought,  be  fairly  dis- 
puted; and  that  that  object  would  be  folly 
attained,  he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt. 
The  character  of  our  army  and  navy  he 
felt  to  be  soch  as  to  justify  the  most  san- 
guine anticipations;  and  that  character  was 
amply  sustained  by  the  gallant  achieve- 
ments of  admiral  sir  Alexander  Cochrane 
and    general   Ross,    whose   death   every 
admirer   of   military  skill    and  personal 
▼alour  most  sincerely  deplore.  From  these 
achievements,  from  the  amount  and  acti- 
▼ity  of  our  force  in  America,  and  particu- 
larly from  the  nature  of  the  reinforce- 
ments sent  to  that  country,  from  the  army 
accustomed  to  exertion  and  glory  under 
tfae  duke  of  Wellington,  there  was  every 
reaioa  to  caloaktte,  that  notwitbatandiag 


the  disasters  stated  to  have  been  met  with 
on  Lake  Champlain,  the  War  would  bo 
brought,  on  our  part,  to  an  honourable 
and  glorious  termination. — The  noble  lord^ 
in  adverting  to  that  part  of  the  speech 
which  referred  to  the  fldurishing  state  of 
our  commerce,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
traordinary length  and  pressure  of  the 
war,  congratulated  the  House  upon  this 
▼cry  grateful  circumstance,  and  expressed 
a  hope  that  their  lordships  would  uko 
into  their  most  serious  consideration  tha 
means  of  providing  for  our  future  com* 
mercial  prosperity  ;  for  making  every  ne- 
cessary arrangement,  to  advance  our  trado» 
to  promote  the  general  interests,  and  to 
secure  to  the  empire  the  full  enjoyment  of 
the  advantages  of  peace.     Having  said 
so  much  upon  the  subject  of  the  Speech* 
the  noble  lord  thoufght  it  proper  to  add  a 
few  words  with  regard  to  tbe  part  which 
he  had,  on  this  occasion,  undertaken  to 
perform.    It  might,  from  that  part,  be  in* 
ferred  that  he  wu  attached  to  the  Regent 
and  to  his  ministers.    To  the  Regent  he, 
no  doubt,  felt  most  forcibly  that  atuch- 
ment  which,  according  to  the  constitution 
of   the  country,  was  due  to  his  Royal 
Highness:    to    the  ministera    ho  by  no 
means  felt  himself  bound :  so  long  as  they 
should  continue  to  support  those  good  and 
wholesome,  laws  which  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  us  by  the  wisdom  of  our  .an- 
cestors ;    which  had  so  materially  contri- 
buted to  enable  us  to  save  Europe ;  which 
had,  in  fact,  served  to  save  the  country  it- 
self frotn  foiling,  these  minbters  might 
rely  upon  his  utmost  attachment.     The 
noble  earl  concluded  with  moving  an  Ad- 
dress to  the  Prince  Regent,  which,  as  usual, 
was  an  echo  of  the  Speech. 

The  Earl  of  Delawar  rose  to  second 
the  motion  in  a  maiden  speech.  He  did 
not,  he  said,  mean  to  trespass  aC  any  length 
upon  the  House;  nor  could  he,  mdeei^ 
think  it  necessary  to  offer  any  argument 
to  induce  their  lordships  unanimous  ac- 
quiescence in  the  Address  which  had  just 
been  read.  That  Address,  in  ftct,  only 
suted  what  every  one  must  feel.  The 
commencement  contained  an  expression 
of  regret  for  the  continued  indisposition 
of  our  gracious  soTereign,  in  which  erery 
admirer  of  the  excellencies  and  virtues  a( 
human  nature  must  cordially  sympathize : 
it  must,  indeed,  be  a  matter  of  deep  la- 
mentation, that  such  should  be  the  melan- 
choly close  of  a  life  so  piously,  so  use* 
folly,  and  so  honourably  spent;  and  that, 
>  amidit  tho  cheering  evcntt  in  whioh  wo 
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had  recently  so  touch  occasion  to  exalt, 
our  joy  should'  be  damped  by  the  illness 
of  a  soTereisn  to  whom  the  empire  owed 
such  maoflfold  and  important  obligations; 
that  our  beneficent  monarch  should  not 
be  in  a  state  to  participate  in  the  re- 
joicings of  his  people.  It  was  also  a 
caote  of  sorrow  and  disappointment  that 
we  bad  not  y«t«  as  we  had  hoped,  to  con- 
gratulate ourselves  upon  the  restoration 
of  peace  to  the  civilized  world.  But  this 
sorrow  and  disappointment  was  owing  to 
the  conduct  of  America.  The  liberal 
▼lews,  the  pacific  feelings,  the  high-minded 
generosity  which  distinguished  the  great 
powers  who  had  saved  Europe,  had,  it  ap- 
peared, no  influence  upon  the  councils  of 
the  American  government.  To  that  go« 
vernment,  therefore,  the  misfortune  was 
to  be  aUributed,  that  the  Temple  of  Janu? 
was  not  yet  closed.  That  we  had  sttll  an 
enemy  to  encounter,  that  the  afflicting 
calamities  of  war  were  strll  coniinued, 
was  the  result  of  that  deep-rooted  hosti- 
Jity  to  the  British  empire,  wfaieh  marked 
the  character  of  the  government  of  Ame- 
rica. This  exalted  example  of  the  several 
powers  of  Europe  was  lost  upon  America, 
which  appeared  to  form  a  focus  for  the 
seeds  of  discord,  from  which  Europe  was 
so  happily  relieved..  Hence  the  prolongs- 
tion  of  that  war,  notoriously  originating 
in  the  unprovoked  aggression  of  America ; 
which  aggression,  too,  took  place  at  a  pe- 
riod when  this  country  was  contending 
for  the  liberty  of  nations«-for  that  liberty 
of  which  America  had  so  long  been  the 
boasted  champion.  To  embarrass  our  ope* 
rations  in  that  great  contest,  to  prevent 
the  success  of  our  endeavours  to  restore 
the  independence  of  JBurope,  and  to  avail 
herself  of  the  opportunity  to  assert  her 
own  unjust  pretensions,  was  obviously  the 
object  of  America.  Hence  the  fatal  po- 
licy of  linking  herself  with  the  fallen  foe 
of  European  tranquillity :  hence  the  per- 
fidy of  her  attack  upon  our  Canadian  pos- 
sessions. But  there  she  met  the  fate  she 
deserved;  for  her  invading  army  was 
apeedily  compelled  to  return  defeated  and 
disgraced  within  her  own  frontiers,  while 
the  British  standard  was  triumphantly 
hoisted  in  her  capital;  and  the  distinguished 
chief  who  led  that  triumph  was  gloriously 
prosecuting  his  career,  when,  alas!  the 
cypress  was  entwined  with  the  laurel  by 
his  gallant  death,  in  tho  arms  of  victory. 
But,  notwithstanding  the  very  serious  and 
afflicting  lou,  and  notwilfaistanding  the 
isther  disasters  stated  to  bvit  occurral  to 


our  arms,  still  knowing  that  we  had  the 
flower  of  the  British  army  in  America,  he 
entertained  no  doubt  whatever  as  to  the 
ultimate  result  A  great  part  of  that  army 
had  not,  unfortunately,  reached  America 
in  due  time  to  take  a  part  in  the  campaign  ; 
but  when  the  season  of  action  should  ar- 
rive, when  these  troops,  covered  with 
laurels  and  inspired  with  the  glory  they 
had  acquired  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
should  approach  the  enemy  under  the  di- 
rection of  those  gallant  and  skilful  officers 
'who  had  so  often  led  them  to  victory,  who 
could  possibly  indulge  a  doubt  as  to  the 
event }  To  those  who  bad  raised  the  mili- 
tary fame  of  England  to  an  unprecedented 
height  fn  Europe,  he  would  conHdently 
trust  for  the  attainment  of  our  objects  in 
America. — Tnen,  as  to  the  opening  of  the 
Congress  at  Vienna,  he  lamented  its  una- 
voidable delay;  but,  taking  the  past  as 
the  earnest  of  the  future,  he  felt  that  be 
might  most  safely  rely  upon  the  satisfac- 
tory result  of  its  deliberations ;  that  he 
might  confidently 'Calculate  that  this  re- 
sult would  produce  a  complete  union  of 
the  family  of  Europe ;  that  a  sense  of  in- 
terest, which  was  the  most  powerful  mo- 
tive of  human  actions,  would  correspond 
with  the  feelings  of  humanity  and  en- 
Jightened  views  of  justice,  to  guarantee 
the  existence  of  general  tranquillity ;  that 
mankind  would  be  taught  to  lotbe  war, 
and  to  shrink  with  horror  from  alLtbe  ca- 
lamities it  engendered.  That  such  would 
be  the  result  of  the  Cpngress,  was  his  anxious 
wish  and  confident  expectation. — With 
regard  to  our  commerce,  the  congratula- 
tion of  the  Speech  upon  its  flourishing 
condition  was  calculated  to  give  birth  to 
feelings  of  the  proudest  patriotism.  It 
was,  indeed,  peculiarly  grateful  to  reflect 
upon  the  state  of  our  trade,  after  all  the 
frantic  effuiions  of  wild  ambiiion,  after 
all  the  spfenetic  denunciations  and  angry 
decrees  against  that  trade,  of  which  Europe 
had  of  late  years  heard  so  much.  But  still 
this  trade  had  gone  on  and  prospered ;  still 
the  great  resources  of  our  wealth  had  been 
preserved ;  still  this  country  had  been 
enabled  to  kindle  the  dying  embers  of 
European  liberty,  and  most  materially  to 
contribute  to  the  overthrow  of  that  gi- 
gantic power  which,  while  it  perpetually 
interrupted  the  peace  of  the  continent, 
loudly  menaced  our  total  destruction.  To 
repel  this  danger,  to  restore  the  peace  and 
happinett  of  Europe,  we  had  no  doobt  • 
incurred  great  sacrifices  and  submitted  to 
serious  burthens;  smd  from  this  reflfic^oo^ 
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he  maAt  lament  the  necessity  of  farther 
sacrifices;  bat  still  thai  necessity  being 
obvious,  he  felt  fully  assured  that  no  one 
would  be  found  to  object  to  any  expendi- 
ture which  the  establishment  of  substan* 
tial  tranquillity,  which  the  attainment  of 
complete  security,  imperiously  called  for. 
He  concurred  with  his  noble  friend  in  the 
propriety  of  devoting  their  .lordships' 
wisdom  to  the  consideration  of  our  com* 
mercial  system  and  internal  resources. 
After  a  war  of  such  prolonged  duration, 
after  the  various  changes  which  most 
have  taken  place  in  our  relations,  there 
most  be  soma  evils  to  remedy ;  many  new 
arrangements  must  foe  necessary  in  order 
to  benefit  our  condition,  to  ensure  our 
advancement,  to  amplify  and  adorn  the 
arts  of  peace.  To  these  important  points 
he  had  no  doubt  that  their  lordships  would 
deliberately  apply  their  minds,  would  se- 
cure the  great  objects  of  peace,  and  in  so 
doing  bear  in  mind  the  first  duty  of  a  go- 
vernment, which  might  be  defined  in  the 
words  of  the  poet  :— 

"  Parcere  tabjectii,  ct  debelUr«  tuperbos," 
The  Earl  of  Darnlry  expressed  his  sin- 
cere regret,  that  he  could  not  consistently 
assent  to  the  Address  proposed.  If,  indeed, 
he  could  indulge  the  sanguine  aiiticipa- 
tioos,  which  the  youthful  ardour  of  the 
noble  lord  who  had  just  sat  down  had  so 
fondly  indulged,  he  might  be  induced  to 
calculate  upon  the  security  and  advantages 
of  peace ;  but  when  he  looked  around  at 
the  many  existiog  evils  of  war,  when  he 
saw  a  large  British  army  in  the  Nether- 
lands maintaininff  a  hostile  attitude,  when 
he  heard  so  much  of  dispute  and  discord 
among  aeveraVof  the  continental  powers, 
he  couM  not,  he  confessed,  flatter  himself 
with  the  prospect  which  the  noble  lord 
professed  to  entertain.  If,  also,  he  looked 
to  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  saw 
that  through  our  warfare  the  two  great  dis- 
cordant parties  of  America  were  decidedly 
united  against  us,  especially  in  conse- 
quence of  our  mode  of  conducting  that 
war,  he  could  discover  no  foundation  for 
the  hopes  which  the  noble  lord  expressed 
as  lo  the  result  of  our  operations  In  that 
quarter.  Many  of  those,  indeed,  who  now 
heard  him,  were  old  enough  to  recollect, 
too  well,  the  consequences  of  waging  war 
against  the  population  of  Americai  to  be 
very  sanguine  as  to  the  event  of  the  pre- 
sent contest!  But  there  was  a  point  of 
freat  importance  not  at  all  noticed  in  the 
peech»  or  in  the  observations  of  the  noble 
lord's  opposite,  to  which  he  felt  it  his  doty 


)  to  call  the  attention  of  their  lordships  in 
the  course  of  the  last  session,  and  to  which 
he  should  take  the  liberty  of  adverting 
again,  namely,  with  regard  to  the  conduct 
of  our  naval  administration  throughout  the 
war  with  America.  With  the  formidable 
naval  fofce  which  this  country  possessed, 
and  after  the  high  fame  which  it  had 
acquired  when  contending  against  the 
greatest  maritime  powers  in  Europe,  it 
appeared  very  extraordinary,  that  in  eiery 
instance  in  which  an  American  vessel  had 
contended  against  an  English  one  of  equal 
force,  the  former  was  victorious,  with  two 
exceptions  only.  But  the  extensive  de- 
predations upon  our  trade,  even  since  our 
navy  had  to  oppose  America  alone,  ap- 
peared equally  extraordinary.  This  case 
was  of  such  a  nature,  that  if  no  more  com- 
petent person  Would  undertake  it,  ha 
should  himself  feel  it  necessary,  in  the 
course  of  the  session,  to  submit  to  their 
lordships  a  motion  for  inquiry  upon  the 
subject*  The  noble  earl  animadverted 
upon  the  expression  in  the  Speech  as  to 
the  disposition  of  government  to  conclude 
a  peace  with  America  on  *  just  and  ho- 
nourable terms.'  He  could  not  conceive 
the  precise  meaning  of  this  expression,  or 
the  motive  of  potting  it  into  the  mouth  of  the 
Prince  Regent.  It  could  not  be  supposed 
that  his  Royal  Highness  would  be  disposed 
to  make  peace  upon  any  other  than  just 
and  honourable  terms ;  but  it  might  be 
that  those  terms  which  would  be  dimmed 
just  and  honourable  for  us,  would  be  very 
differently  esteemed  by  America.  Whe- 
ther it  was  meant  to  press  for  such  terms 
as  America  should  so  esteem  ;  whether  the 
term's  in  contemplation  referred  only  to 
our  maritime  rights,  or  whether  it  was  pro- 
posed to  insist  upon  any  territorial  cession 
by  America,  he  could  not  pretend  to 
divine ;  but  if  the  latter,  he  trusted  th^t 
the  war  would  not  be  pursued  in  support 
of  any  such  unwarrantable  pretensions.  Aa 
to  the  Congress,  assembled  at  Vienna,  he 
there,  too,  thought  the  last  noble  speaker 
too  sanguine  in  his  calculations :  for  he 
very  much  feared  that  the  time  for 
accomplishing  the  greatest  good  was  gone 
by,  after  the  treaty  of  Paris.  After  the 
stipulations  of  that  treaty,  who  could 
calculate  upon  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade  ?  The  powers  engaged  in  the  Con- 
gress, who  had  no  colonies,  might  express 
themselves  very  humanely  upon  this  sub- 
ject; but  he  very  much  feared  that  France* 
possessing  colonies  to  which  she  deemed 
the  continuance  of  the  Slave  Trade  of 
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▼iial  importance,  would  not  be  indoccd  to 
abandon  the  engagements  of  the  treaty  of 
Paris.  Therefore,  his  calculations  upon 
the  result  of  the  Congress  had  no  affinity 
to  that  of  the  noble  lofd.  On  these  grounds 
he  could  not  give  his  unqualified  support 
to  the  Address ;  and  although  he  did  not 
mean  to  propose  any  amendment,  be  had 
felt  it  his  doty  to  express  bis  opinion  upon 
the  subject. 

Viscount  Melville  said,  that  he  felt  him- 
ftelf  called  upon  to  trouble  their  lordships 
with  a  few  remarks,  in  consequence  of 
what  bad  fallen  from  the  noble  earl,  rela* 
tive  to  the  naval  administration  of  the  war 
with  the  United  Sts^tes  of  America.  He 
had  not,  however,  a  little  to  complain  of 
the  manner  in  which  that  noble  earl  had 
stated  bis  charges,  they  being  of  that  ge- 
neral character  that  he  knew  not  what 
precise  point  it  was  that  was  aimed  at  by 
the  noble  earl,  nor  to  what  particular 
period  or  circumstances  the  noble  earl 
alluded.  If  the  noble  earl  meant  to  refer 
to  the  genera]  conduct  of  the  naval  war 
with  the  United  States  of  America,  it  was 
certainly  true  that  America  having  no 
fleet,  there  could  be  no  splendid  victories 
obtained.  !f,  however,  the  results  of  the 
contest  in  naval  captures  were  looked  to, 
the  noble  earl  must  surely  be  convinced 
that  there  was  no  ground  whatever  for 
censuring  the  Admiralty,  or  the  conduct 
of  the  navy.  When  it  was  known,  as  was 
the  fact,  that  upwards  of  200  of  the 
enemy's  vessels  of  war  and  armed  vessels, 
had,  since  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
beep  captured,  it  must  at  once  be  evident 
that  our  navy  had  not  been  inactive.  The 
noble  earl,  he  trusted,  would  bear  this  fact 
in  his  mind  when  he  brought  the  subject 
under  consideration.  As  to  the  statement 
of  the  noble  lord,  that  wherever  we  had  a 
naval  contest  with  the  Americans  with  an 
equal  force,  it  had  uniformly  been  to  our 
disadvantage ;  he  could  assure  the  noble 
earl,  that  although  accidents  might  some- 
times happen,  it  was  entirely  a  mistake ; 
and  he  would  ask  the  noble  lord  whether 
it  was  any  proof  of  the  inefficiency  or 
inactivity  of  the  British  navy,  that  since 
the  tommencement  of  the  war  with*Ame- 
rica,  it  had  captured  38  of  the  enemy's 
Vessels  of  war,  from  the  largest  to  the  least 
aize,  and  199  prirate  armed  vessels  of  all 
descriptions*  Did  the  noble  earl  mean  to 
urge  that  the  comroereial  marine  of  the 
enemy  had  not  been  sufficiently  attended 
to  ?  If  so,  he  could  tell  himi  that  of  the 
memy'i  cpmmerciftl  feisels,  it  was  as- 


certained that  900  had  been  captared 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and 
brought  into  the  porto  of  the  United  King-* 
dom.  With  respect  to  this  number  the 
accounts  were  certain,  though  some  of 
them  not  official ;  but  it  was  also  known 
from  other  statements,  which  might  be 
relied  upon,  that  the  whole  number  of 
commercial  vessels  captured  from  the 
enemy  amounted  to  1,900.  It  was  abo  e 
fact,  that  20,000  American  seamen  were 
now  lodged  in  British  prisons.  He  asked, 
then,  whether  tbe  noble  earl,  with  these 
facts  before  him,  could  justly  charge  ihe 
Admiralty  with  inactivity  or  inefficiency. 
Did  the  noble  earl  mean  to  charge  the 
Admiralty  with  not  sufficiently  protect- 
ing  the  commerce  of  our  merchants? 
He  was  aware  that  much  had  been  said 
upon  this  subject ;  but  he  was  also  aware, 
that  whatever  might  be  said,  the  Admiralty 
were  fully  acquitted  of  all  blame.  It 
roust  inevitably  be  the  case  when  the 
whole  force  of  an  taemy  was  devoted  to 
privateers,  that  our  entire  fleet,  whererer 
stationed,  could  not  prevent  the  capture  of 
some<  of  our  merchant  vessels.  Their 
lordships  were  aware,  that  a  situation  of 
affairs  similar  to  this  occurred  in  the  war 
at  the  accession  of  his  present  Majesty. 
He  did  not  refer  to  this  per'iod  with  any 
view  of  arguing,  that  if  there  was  miscon- 
duct on  the  part  of  the  Admiralty  then,  it 
would  justify  misconduct  on  the  part  of 
the  Admiralty  now ;  all  he  meant  to  urge 
was,  that  -similar  causes  would  produce 
similar  effects.  The  year  1759  their  lord* 
ships  need  not  be  ashamed  to  compare 
v^ith  the  most  brilliant  period  of  the  late 
war,  for  successes  of  importance  obtained 
over  the  enemy ;  the  navy  of  France  wai 
annihilated,  and  their  whole  force  devoted 
to  privateering.  The  consequence  was, 
that  the  next  year  a  number  of  our  com- 
mercial vessels  were  captured.  This  was 
a  period,  their  lordships  were  well  aware, 
that  wou]d  bear  no  comparison  with  regard 
to  extent  of  commerce  with  the  present; 
and  yet  he  had  found  upon  inquiry^  that 
the  captures  at  the  present  were  little  more 
numerous  than  those  at  the  former  period. 
But  let  the  whole  number  be  inquired  into, 
that  were  said  to  make  up  the  loss  from 
the  peace  of  Paris  down  to  the  last  month. 
No  regular  returns  had,  it  was  true,  been 
yet  received;  but  the  number  and  nature  of 
those  losses  might  be  pretty  fairly  ascer- 
tained from  Lloyd's  List,  and  other 
sources ;  they  were  said  to  amount  to  17^ 
Noble  lords  knew  that  the  ships  going  to 
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foraigB  parte  alone«  were  liable  to  be 
forced  to  sail  wltb  couToy ;    the  coasiing 
trade  bad  noae.    Yet  of  the  ships  which 
left  the  British  porUj  many  were  running 
ships*  which  went  off  without  waiting  for 
protection,  and  ran  all  hazards.    Their 
loss  had»  of  course,  nothing  to  do  with  the 
care  or  negligence  of  the  navy.     Of  the 
172  missing,  it  was  ascertained  that  no  less 
than  Oi  were  running  ships  :   of  the  rest 
there  sailed  and  separated,  whether  from 
stress  of  weather  or  wilfully,  no  less  than 
98 ;  and  it  was  known  perfectly,  that  no 
convey  returned  without  perpetual  com- 
plaints on  the  part  of  the  officers,  of  ships 
breaking    away    from    their    protection. 
During  this  lime,  the  whole  number  of  the 
coasting  vessels  captured,  whilst  under  the 
protection  of  the  Admiralty,  amounted  to 
eleven.     He  felt  as  if  he  was  detailing  all 
this  onsKked  :  but  till  he  heard  some  dis- 
tinct question,  he  could  not  know  what 
to  answer.     One  observation,  indeed,  the 
noble  earl  made,  which  he  could  under- 
aund.      It  was    actually    asserted,    that 
wherever  our  ships  met  with  an  equal  force 
of  the  enemy,  they  weie  beaten,  except 
in  a  few  insisncei.     He  could  assure  the 
noble  earl,  that  he  was  totally  wrong  in 
bis  statement.     If  any  of  the  noble  earl's 
allusions  touched  on  the  war  in  Canada, 
he  believed  that  it  was  impossible,  for  the 
present,  to  give  him  the  information  which 
he  might  desire,  and  must  be  so  till  the 
regular  details  should  arrive.    At  present, 
the  only   narrative  was  to  be  found  in 
the  authority  of  American  newspspers. 
But  when  the  noble  lord  brought  forward 
his  inquiry  in  a  regular  shape,  he  triuted 
to  be  able  to  satisfy  him  on  the  full  ques- 
tion.   As  to  Csnada  and  the  war  on  the 
Lakes,  he  would  find  that  not  only  all 
demands  and  requisitions  for  that  service 
had  been  complied  with,  but  that  they  had 
been  in  almost  every  instance  anticipated, 
nay,  anticipated  twofold.    But  in  all  obser- 
rations  on  those  distant  operations,  it  was 
to  be  recollected,  that  our  supplies  were 
drawn   from  an  immense  distance,  while 
those  of  the  Americans  were  at  their  own 
doors.    That  war  had  grown  into  magni- 
tude :    to  make  the  efforts  of  the  country 
Buch  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  such  as  they 
mast  be,  great  difBculties,  great  delays, 
great  expenditures  must  be  looked  to.  He 
was,  however,  ready,  he  was  prepared  to 
meet  the  noble  lord  (Darnley)  on  the 
plain  meriu  of  the  question,  and  he  had 
no  doubt  of  satisfying  the  mind  of  the 
coontry. 


Lord  GrewOie  rose  and  said ;  My 
Lords,  without  entering  into  the  details 
offered  by  the  noble  viscount,  I  can  assure 
him,  without  any  exaggeration,  that  a  very 
strdng  and  universal  impression  prevails^ 
that  there  has  been  miscondOct  and  neglect 
in  the  management  of  the  naval  war  with 
America;  but  however  indignant  I  have 
felt  at  seeing  the  glory  of  the  British  navy 
tarnished  by  the  naval  victories  of  the 
Americans— whatever  regret  I  have  felt  at 
the  impression  produced  in  £urope  by 
this  disgrace  of  the  hitherto- unconquered 
navy  of  Great  Britain ;  or  however  1  have 
been  convinced  that  the  impression  thus' 
produced  is,  in  reality,  most  detrimental 
to  our  true  interests,  I  can  still  assure  the 
noble  viscount  that  I  will  come  to  the 
inquiry  ;•— which  must  of  necessity  take 
place,  and  that  on  an  early  day; — dispas- 
sionately, impartially,  and  without  preju- 
dice,  to  consider  coolly  and  deliberately 
all  the  circumstances  connected  with  these 
events. 

My  lords ;  it  has  always  been  my  wish, 
upon  these  occasions,  to  express,  if  I 
could,  my  concurrence  in  and  approbation 
of  the  Address.  Upon  this  occasion,  how- 
ever, I  cannot  approve  of  the  Address;  and 
there  is  one  passage  in  it  in  particular  in 
which  I  cannot  concur.  It  any  thing 
could  have  induced  me  to  concur  in  it,  it 
would  have  been  the  eloquent  and  feeling 
speech  of  my  noble  friend  who  seconded 
the  Addreu,  whom  I  congratulate  upon 
the  display  he  has  this  night  made,  and  I 
also  congratulate  the  House  upon  the  pro- 
mise therein  given  by  one  who  bids  fair 
to  be  one  of  its  brightest  ornaments.  Not- 
withstanding, however,  the  eloqtience  of 
the  noble  lord,  I  cannot  conscientiously 
concur  in  this  Addreu.  It  might  have 
been  expected,  after  the  termination  of  a 
war  in  which  unexpected  and  providential 
events  bronght  about  results  of  the  hap- 
piest tendency  that  could  not  previously 
have  been  calculated  upon— it  might  have 
been  expected,  that  when  avery  one  was 
naturally  looking  to  the  consolidation  of 
that  peace  and  the  cessation  of  our  gigantic 
efforts,  the  Speech  from  the  throne  would 
have  made  some  allusion  to  the  diminution 
of  burthens  and  the  cessation  of  efibrts. 
Instead  of  this,  we  find  a  large  expendi- 
ture mentioned,  and  new  anid  increased 
effi>rts  called  for :  not  even  an  allusion  is 
made  to  the  diminution  of  those  burthens 
which  were  laid  on  under  a  solemn  pledge 
that  they  should  continue  no  longer  than 
until  a  certaip  period  after  the  termination 
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of  the  wac*     Is  it  not,  then,  imperatire 
that  some  grounds  shoald  be  laid  before 
parliament  to  shew  why  these  increased 
efforts  are  called  for— why  this  additional 
expenditure   is  necessary?    and  this,  of 
course,   involving  all   the   circumstances 
that  relate  to  the  conduct  of  the  war  with 
America.     Unfortunately,  too,    we  have 
nothing  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne  to 
point  out  to  us  any  hope  of  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war.     The  expression  used 
indicating  a  readiness  to  make  peace  with 
the  United  States  upon  just  and  honour- 
able terms,  is  an  expression  which  certainly 
might  as  well    have    been   spared.     Of 
course,  no  ministry  would  consent  to,  nor 
would  parliament  or  the  country  sanction, 
unjust  or  dishonourable  terms;    but  the 
expression  leads  to  no  indication  whatever 
as  to  the  greater  or  less  hope  of  an  amicable 
adjustment.    It  might  naturally  have  been 
concluded,  that  as  by  the  termination  of 
the  war  in  Europe  there  was  an  end  put, 
practically,  to  those  questions  which  in- 
volved the  cause  of  war  with  America, 
little  remained  to  ofier  any  impediment  to 
negociation.    To  continue  a  war  for  the 
sake  of  an  abstract  theory,  is  idle  and 
absurd;  experience 'having  shewn,  that 
when  a  war  commences,  the  theory,  bow- 
ever  previously  settled,  becomes  of  no 
avail  against  the  practical  questions  that 
arise  out  of  the  then  situation  of  affairs. 

My  lords ;  it  is  said  that  America  was 
the  aggressor,  and  in  this  I  sincerely 
concur.  When,  by  the  repeal  of  the 
tinjnst  Orders  in  Council— and  which  I 
shall  ever  characterise  as  unjust — the 
causes  of  war  were  in  fact  removed,  I 
entirety  agree,  that  America,  in  then 
making  war,  became  the  aggressor;  and 
that  is  my  decided  opinion.  Her  making 
the  grounds  of  war  also  questions  whicb^ 
struck  directly  at  our  maritime  rights, 
rendered  it,  on  our  part,  the  war*of  the 
whole  country  in  support  of  those  rights ; 
and  I  believe  upon  that  point  there  was 
but  one  opinion  in  parliament  and  the 
country.  Let  it,  however,  be  ever  so 
much  a  war  of  aggression,  that  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  not  be  terminated  amicably 
by  negociation.  The  practical  questions 
that  were  in  dispute  were  done  away  by 
tbe  termination  of  the  war  in  Europe ;  and 
there  seemed  to  remain  little  else  than  for 
each  party  to  return  to  a  state  of  peace  and 
amity.  If  any  new  questions  have  arisen,  we 
have  upon  this  point  no  information.  Report 
has  alluded  to  a  supposed  demandon  our  part 
of  a  new  frontier,  to  secure  to  ub  the  undis* 


turbed  possession  of  the  Lakes.    My  lorda, 
former  governments  never  thought  of  any 
other  preponderance    on    the  American 
waters,  than  that  acquired  by  our  naval 
superiority;    and  I  can  tell  the  noble  vis- 
count, that  however  indignant  every  one 
most   feel,   that  however  painful  it  must 
be  to  every  British  bosom,  to  see  Englinh 
frigates  strike  their  flags  to  American  fri- 
gates; that  although  the  merchants  of  Britain 
may  complain,  and  justly  complain,  that 
the  British  islands  are  actually  blockaded 
by  American  privateers;  though  they  may 
transmit  representations  upon  representa« 
tions  to  the  noble  viscount,  and  thongb, 
these  not  being  sufficiently  attended  to 
or  satisfactorily  answered,  they  may  carry 
their  complaints  to  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
still  that  all  this  is  far  inferior  in  impor- 
tance to  the  disasters  we  have  sustained 
on  the  American  waters.    It  will  be  of  no 
avail  for  the  noble  viscount  to  say,  that 
he  has  not  the  details ;  the  war  was  long 
anticipated,  a  long  period  has  occarred 
since,  and  it  was  tbe  imperative  doty  of 
the  ministers  to  have  secured,  by  every 
means,  the  British  preponderance  upon 
the  Lakes,  which  is  of  the  most  essential 
importance.     He  ought,  however,  to  be 
now  informed  for  what  the  war  is  conti- 
nued ;  its  legitimate  object  ought  to  be 
the  attainment  of  peace.     I  trust  the  war 
is  not  continued  lor  the  gratification  of 
resentment  or  revenge,  or  to  shew,  as  has 
been  said,  what  the  power  of  this  country 
can  effect.    The  questions  which  were  the 
original  grounds  of  the  war  have  passed 
away.    If  the  war  is  continued  for  ano- 
ther object,  information  upon  that  point 
ought  to  be  laid  before  parliament,   in 
order  that  parliament  may  be  enabled  to 
judge  of  its  expediency^  or  vj^hether  it  is 
fitting  that  further  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  people  should  be  called  for  its  pro- 
longation. 

My  lords ;  with  respect  to  the  military 
enterprise  during  the  late  campaign  in 
Ameilca,  it  is  my  wish  to  do  ample  justice 
to  the  skill,  the  courage,  and  the  valour 
of  our  commander,  bur  officers,  and  oilr 
forces  ;  all  the  military  qualities  attendant 
upon  the  gallant  enterprise  against  the 
city  of  Washington  excite  my  bishest 
admiration,  and  lead  me  deeply  to  lament 
the  subsequent  fall  of  the  gallant  com- 
mander. Notwithstanding,  however,  all 
my  admiration  of  the  enterprise,  there 
were  some  circumstances  attending  it, 
which,  however  painful  the  task,  1  feel  it 
my  conscientious  duty  to  advert  to*    It 
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has  been  for  centarlet  the  ^reat  object  of 
Ihe  powers  of  Earope  to  mitigate  as  much 
as  poasib]e  the  horrors  of  war«  by  direct- 
ing the  pressure  of  it  from  government 
against  government*  and  preventing  the 
infliction  of  misery  upon  unoflending  and 
innocent  individuals.  This  object  had 
been  in  a  great  degree  accomplished^ 
and  your  lordships  will  recollect,  that 
though*  during  the  last  twenty  years* 
Dearly  all  the  capitals  of  Europe  have  been 
successively  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy* 
and  most  of  them  in  the  hands  of  that 
enemy  whom  we  justly  accused  of  again 
giving  to  war  that  savage  and  ferocious 
character*  from  which  it  had  long  been 
aedolously  endeavoured  to  rescue  it;  yet* 
in  DO  instance*  except  in  the  case  of  the 
Kremlin  of  Moscow*  were  any  unmilitary 
boiidings  destroyed.  With  respect  to  the 
destruction  of  the  Kremlin*  it  may  perhaps 
be  justified*  on  the  ground  that  fiuona- 
parUb  had  himself  converted  .it  to  military 

gur poses;  but  the  conflsaratiin  of  it  may 
e  more  justly  attributed  to  the  anger  of 
disappointed  ambition.  In  the  case  of 
WasbiDgton»  our  force  first  proceeded  to 
destroy  the  naval  arsenal*  in  which  they 
were  fully  justified  by  all  the  laws  of  war ; 
they  also,  as  it  is  said*  destroyed  a  house 
from  whence  our  troops  were  fired  upon* 
after  the  protecting  military  force  had 
withdrawn,  aod  we  were  understood  to  be 
in  quiet  possession  of  the  city  ;  in  this* 
likewise,  they  were  folly  justified.  They 
next*  however*  proceeiled  to  destroy  the 
house  of  assembly*  where  the  congress 
or  legislative  body  of  the  United  States 
assembled*  and  the  palace  where  the  chief 
esectttive  magisuate  of  the  United  States 
resided—buildings  which-  were  not  used 
for  any  military  purpose.  It  has  been 
alleged*  that  this  destruction  of  unmilitary 
buildings  was  justified  on  the  ground  of 
retaliation;  but  no  document  has  been 
published  jostifving  it  on  this  ground.  A 
proclamation*  luued  by- sir  George  Pre- 
voft*  stated  that  the  destruction  of  a  town 
was  determined  upon*  in  retaliation  for 
similar  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Ame- 
ricans ;  but  this  applied  only  to  that  one 
town*  and  cannot  be  applied  to  the  justifi- 
cation of  the  destruction  of  publio  build- 
ings at  Washington.  In  fact*  therefore, 
no  public  document  whatever  has  appear- 
ed to  justify  that  destruction  at  Washing- 
ton; and  the  American  president*  in  a 
proclamation  to  the  people  (much  of 
which  I  disapprove,  as  beipg  too  much 
like  some  of  the  language  used  here),  has, 
(VOL,  XXIX.) 


I  fear*  the  advantage  upon  this  point* 
There  is*  in  truth*  too  much  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  tl|e  destruction  of  the  public 
buildings  has  tended  to  unite  against  ua 
the  American  people.  I  trust  it  will  be  a 
lesson  to  us  for  tne  future*  to  endeavour, 
at  all  times*  to  mitigate  the  horrors  of  war, 
if  we  cannot  lessen  its  evils. 

My  lords ;  in  stating  what  I  have  aaid 
on  this  subject*  I  greatly  deplore*  nor  had 
I  foreseen  the  necessity  of  mentioning  ifc 
at  all.  I  bad  concluded  that  the  moment 
when  peace  was  signed  in  Europe  would 
have  been  the  term  of  the  war  betweea 
America  and  this  country.  I  cannot  di« 
vine  what  grounds  can  subsist  for  the  con* 
tinoance  of  the  contest  between  the  two 
nations.  But  if*  from  the  continuance  of 
the  unjust  spirit  in  which  the  Americaa 
government  began  the  war,  that  war  has 
not  yet  ceased,  I  implore  your  lordships 
not  to  neglect  or  abandon  to  chance  thes% 
two  violations  of  two  distinct  principles^ 
on  which  the  wars  of  modern  times  nava 
been  conducted— Ihe  first*  that  private  oc 
non-military  buildings  shall  be  respected  i 
the  second,  that  the  efibrti  of  the  ffovera* 
ment  and  the  commanders  should  he  eoH 
ployed  to  lessen  instead  of  increasing  thn 
calamities  of  war;  and  that  their  exertions 
should  be  directed*  not  against  unoffending 
individuals,  who  have  no  share  in  th» 
hostilities,  but  against  the  govenunents 
which  are.  the  causes.  In  this  situation^ 
ignorant  as  I  am  of  the  grounds  on  which 
the  war  with  America  rests*  I  shall  make 
no  remarks  on  the  great  expenditure  which, 
its  continuance  renders  necessary;  but  I 
must  observe,  that  in  thiS|  u  in  the  former 
contest  with  America,  the  difficulties  of 
such  a  contest  have  been  considerably 
under-rated;  and  that  they  are  not  yet 
sufficiently  apprehended  I  have  reason  to 
believe*  from  the  triumphant  language 
made  use  of  in  this  country :  such  lan- 
gusge  I  have  always  deplored* 

The  next  subject  of  the  Speech*  and  of 
the  Address*  relates  to  the  delays  which 
have  attended  the  opening  of  the  Congress 
at  Vienna.  The  causes  which  have  de- 
layed this  event  will  prove*  I  trust*  to  have 
been  unavoidable ;  but  not  one  month, 
not  one  week*  nay*  I  will  cay*  not  one 
day*  has  elapsed  before  the  opening  of 
the  Congress*  without  a  corresponding 
detriment  to  the  interests  of  this  country, 
and  a  diminution  of  our  influence  on  the 
negociations.  I  cannot  deny  that  the  de- 
lay has  been  unavoidable*  for  I  know  no* 
thing  of  iu  cause;  but,  if  SToidable,  it  ia 

(C) 


IS] 


HOUSE  OF  LORDB, 


The  JMnce  Regen^e  S^eeA 


[20 


much  to  be  ceDiured  ;  and  tf  it  has  been 
unavoidable,  it  is  an  unavoidable  but  a 
very  great  calamity — a  calamity  as  to  our 
political  interests  in  the  negociation — a 
still  greater  calamity  as  to  the  future  inte- 
rests of  Europe;  for  I  know  not  one 
power,  the  interests  of  whieh  would  not 
have  been  better  settled,  if  they  could  have 
been  settled  at  an  earlier  period.  That 
such  is  the  case  will  be  obvious  to  every 
person,  on  looking  at  the  subject  with 
faculties  unshackled.  On  another  ground, 
fhrs  delay  is  mo^h  to  be  deplored.  In  the 
Speech  from  the  throne,  the  omission  most 
surprising  is  this :  the  approbation  of  par* 
liament  has  been  called  for,  on  the  con- 
duct of  the  American  war,  and  their  con- 
gratulation on  the  Btate  of  affairs  in  Eu« 
rope  ;  and  yet,  a  most  extraordinary  fact 
bas  not  even  been  alluded  to;  namely , 
that  after  the  conclusion  of  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace,  under  the  pressure  of 
taxation,  which  the  continuance  of  the 
American  war  entails,  we  are  actually 
keeping  on  foot,  on  the  continent,  an  army 
of  40,000  men.  What  is  the  reason  of 
Ihf4  continuance  of  warlike  exertions? 
What  examples  can  be  shown  in  former 
times  of  the  maintenance  in  time  of  peace, 
of  an  army,  partly  British  and  partly  fo- 
reign, on  the  continent  of  Europe  ?  Where 
is  there  one  example  of  such  conduct? 
Yet  this  is  not  held  of  sufficient  importance 
to  communicate  to  parliament.  We  are 
tb  deliberate  on  the  war  with  America ; 
we  are  to  deliberate  on  the  state  of  Eu- 
rope ;  yet  this  most  important  hct  is  con- 
cealed from  us !  Good  God !  My  lords,  is 
there  an  instance  of  such  a  suppression  ? 
What  example  is  there  of  the  adoption  of 
such  a  measure,  without  previous  applica- 
tion to  parliament  ?  Our  ancestors  have 
often  deliberated  as  to  the  degree  of  inter- 
ference in  foreign  politics,  which  in  the 
government  of  this  country  is  justifiable : 
what  that  degree  is,  I  shall  not  pretend  to 
determine  ;  it  is  by  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances that  it  must  be  fixed.  Yet  it  was 
never  at  any  period  asserted,  that  in  a 
time  of  perfect  peace  in  Europe,  it  would 
be  justifiable  to  keep  on  foot  an  immense 
army  on  the  continent.  But  if  the  power 
of  the  present  circumstances  is  such  as  to 
overcome  the  almost  unsurmoontable  ob- 
jections to  such  a  measure,  there  can  be 
no  circumstances  which  can  have  autho- 
rised his  Majesty's  ministers  in  not  having 
previously  communicated  it  to  parliament. 
When,  in  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
anxiety  was  expressed  as  to  the  immenae 


expenditure  of  the  country,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  reducing  the  burthens  which 
press  on  the  community  was  strongly- 
urged  on  the  government,  we  were  told, 
that  enough  would  be  done;  that  we 
should  judge  the  government  by  its  acts  ; 
that  when  we  again  met  we  should  see 
that  enough  would  have  been  done  to 
meet  our  wishes.  But  was  one  word  said 
to  hint,  that  in  the  interval  a  new  army 
was  to  be  formed  in  time  of  peace  on  the 
continent  ?  I  will  not  say  that  no  cir* 
cumstances  can  juMify  the  formation  of 
this  army  ;  I  will  not  even  say  that  the 
circumstances  of  the  present  times  do  not 
justify  it — but  I  will  affirm,  that  nothing 
can  justify  its  being  concealed  from  par- 
liament. If  such  a  measure  was  taken, 
it  should  have  been  done  by  parliament ; 
at  least,  the  intention  should  not  have 
been  concealed  from  parliament ;  and 
least  of  all  when  parliament  was  assem- 
bled, should  we  be  informed  of  the  state 

'  ft 

of  the  war  in  America,  of  the  state  of  our 
affairs  in  Europe,  and  yet  left  in  ignorance 
of  this  roost  stupendous  fact,  that  an  im- 
mense army  is  kept  on  foot  by  us  on  the 
continent,  in  the  midst  of  perfect  peace 
in  this  quarter  of  the  globe. 

My  lords ;  I  cannot  sit  down  without 
expressing  it  as  my  opinion,  that  an  Ad- 
dress of  unqualified  exultation  is  utterly 
onsuited  to  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  country.  Ere  now  we  expected  to 
have  received  the  price  of  our  great  exer- 
tions by  a  reduction  from  the  weight  of 
those  burthens  which  press  so  heavily  on 
us.  On  the  subject,  however,  of  these 
our  internal  affairs,  the  only  intimation  of 
any  change  is  contained  in  a  paragraph  at 
the  end  of  the  Speech — an  intimation  so 
ambiguous,  that  though  I  have  attended 
with  peculiar  diligence  to  the  Speech,  to 
the  Address,  and  to  the  remarks  of  my 
noble  friend  who  seconded  it,  1  cannot 
comprehend  to  what  it  refers.  Some  of 
mv  noble  friends  near  me  conceive  it 
relates  to  the  corn  laws,  others  of  my 
noble  friends  that  it  refers  to  the  bollioa 
question.  If  it  refers  to  this  last  question, 
I  applaud  the  resolution  to  enter  into  that 
most  important  subject,  the  state  of  the 
circulation.  This,  my  lords,  it  the  con- 
suming canker  that  preys  on  the  vitals  of 
the  state.  The  depreciation  of  our  cur* 
rency,  which  by  gradual  augmentation 
year  after  year  has  reached  its  present 
state,  is,  I  will  venture  to  affim,  a  greater 
cause  of  the  depression  under  which  the 
people  of  tbia  country  labour  than  all  the 
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lazes  which  are  paid  by  them.  In  the 
present  state  of  our  circulation  is  to  be 
found  the  origin  of  all  those  dilficolti^, 
which  some  persons  have  improvidently 
attempted  to  remove  by  imposing  duties  on 
the  import  of  the^neceasaries  of  life.  These 
attempts  for  two  years  together  parliament 
has  most  prudently  checked*  I  hope  it 
will  ever  discourage  them.  I»  for  one, 
will  ever  raise  my  voice  against  them.  I 
will  never  consent  to  remedy  the  artificial 
difficulties  which  have  been  created  by 
the  neglect  of  parliament,  by  imposing 
a  tax  on  the  subsistence  of  the  labouring 
classes  of  this  community.  I  will  never 
consent  to  pass  laws  which  not  only  are 
utterly  impolitic  and  unjust  to  the  com- 
munity, but  which  strike  at  the  very  root 
of  the  interests  which  they  aflSect  to  pro* 
tect*  For,  far  from  assisting  the  farmer 
or  supporting  the  landholder,  I  believe 
that  if  all  the  catalogue  of  proposed  mea- 
sures were  searched,  there  is  not  one 
which  more  certainly  would  bring  ruin  on 
both  these  classes,  than  the  imposing  great 
duties  on  the  importation  of  grain.  That 
the  agriculture  of  this  country  labours 
4mder  great  difficotties,  I  do  not  deny ;  it 
is  unfortunately  too  perfectly  shown  by 
the  reporu  on  your  table.  But  the  true 
cause  of  this  depression  is  in  the  state  of 
the  circulation  of  the  country — the  true 
remedy  is,  that,  unterrified  by  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  subject,  and  not  on  that 
account  indefinitely  postponing  it,  we 
should  proceed  to  the  discussion,  meeting 
with  firmness  the  difficulties  which  must 
attend  it.  If,  therefore,  to  this  subject  the 
passage  in  the  Speech  applies,  I  cannot 
but  applaud  it.  Being  on  the  ground,  I 
must  state,  that  though  I  cannot  concur 
in  the  Address,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood to  object  to  the  general  compli- 
mentary part,  still  less  to  the  grief  ex- 
Eressed  at  the  melancholy  indisposition  of 
is  Majesty.  Though  I  have  objections, 
^nd  iireconcileable  objections  to  the  Ad- 
dress, I  shall  not  propose  any  amendment, 
aince  my  observations  principally  apply 
to  the  general,  profuse,  and  warlike  cba* 
ractvr  of  the  Speech. 

The  Earl  or  Lwerpool  rose  to  reply  to 
the  observations  made  by  the  noble  baron 
who  had  preceded  him,  on  the  several 
topics  which  were  referred  to  in  the  Ad* 
dreu  which  had  been  moved.  He  saw 
DO  ground  for  the  assertion  of  the  noble 
baron,  that  the  Speech  was  of  a  profuse 
and  warlike  cast.    If  it  was  meant  thai  it 
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advisers  of  his  Royal  Highnea  did  not 
think  would  be  fulfilled,  such  a  descrip- 
tion was  true.  But  he  thought  it  was 
much  more  consistent  with  tbe  respect 
due  to  parliament  and  to  the  country,  that  ' 
they  should  not  put  forth  promises  which 
they  might  not  be  able  to  accomplish,  but 
to  trust  to  the  opinion  that  there  existed 
in  his  Majesty's  ministers  every  disposi- 
tion to  avoid  war,  when  war  could  with 
honour  be  avoided  ;  that  they  would 
make  peace  when  peace  could  be  made ; 
and  reduce  tbe  expenditure  when  it  might 
be  reduced  with  safety.  On  the  subject 
of  the  naval  administration,  the  nuble 
baron  had  remarked  on  the  answer  of  his 
noble  friend  to  the  animadversions  of  the 
noble  earl.  He  concurred  that  the  present 
was  not  the  proper  moment  for  a  deuil  of 
particular  measures,  and  especially  of  the 
conduct  of  the  department  of  the  adminis- 
tration in  question.  But  he  was  surprised, 
after  the  noble  baron's  declaration,  that 
when  he  came  to  the  inquiry  he  should 
meet  it  with  the  spirit  of  a  judge,  that  the 
impression  produced  on  him  by  the  facta 
which  his  noble  friend  (lord  Melville)  had 
mentioned,  was  not  different  from  what  it 
had  been.  It  would  have  been  fair  for  tha 
noble  baron  to  have  said  that  these  facts 
rested  on  assertion  merely ;  but  he  (the 
earl  of  Liverpool)  speaking  as  he  should 
do,  if  he  had  been  an  impartial  judge 
instead  of  a  party  in  the  question,  never 
had  heard  a  statement  which  prtmd  fade 
was  more  satisfactory  than  that  of  his 
noble  friend,  as  to  the  protection  which 
had  been  afforded  our  trade,  the  annoy- 
ance to  the  enemy,  as  to  what  had  been 
the  sufferings  of  this  country,  and  tha 
general  results  of  the  war.  The  war  on 
tbe  waters  of  Canada  was,  he  acknow- 
ledged, as  important  as  that  on  the  ocean : 
neither  did  his  noble  friend  wish  to  avoid 
an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  it,  by  say  ing« 
that  it  was  not  a  subject  of  discussion,  as 
the  noble  baron  who  had  last  spoken 
seemed  to  apprehend.  What  his  noble  • 
friend  had  said,  was,  that  of  the  disaster 
on  Lake  Champlain  he  wu  not  then  pre- 
pared to  enter  into  the  discussion,  as  no 
account  of  ihe  circumstancea  had  been 
received  either  from  the  military  or  naval 
officers  in  command.  The  next  subject 
on  which  the  noble  baron  entered,  was  the 
negociation  with  America.  On  this  sub* 
ject  he  would  imitate  the  Speech  and  the 
AddreM,  and  intreat  their  lordships,  thai 
without  knowing  the  course  which  tha 
negom&ioji  bM  taken,  they  would  qoI 
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sappose  that  they  turned  on  points  which 
were  not  known  'to  be  the  subjects  of  dis- 
cussion. The  Prinde  Regent  had  told 
them  from  the  throne  that  they  were  still 
pending;  and  till  they  shall  have  produced 
some  result,  it  would  be  obTiously  improper 
to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the  subject. 
By  the  expression  in  the  Speech,  that  his 
Boyal  Highness  would  be  willing  to  con- 
clude peace  on  just  and  honourable  terms 
—it  was  not  meant  terms  honourable  or 
just  towards  ourselves  alone,  but  to  both 
parties.  These  terms  might,  of  course, 
differ  according  to  circumstances ;  but  it 
was  meant  to  express,  that  notwithstanding 
the  character  of  the  aggression  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  at  a  moment  when 
w0  were  struggling  against  a  powerful  and 
inveterate  foe,  that  the  Prince  Regent, 
even  under  these  circumstances,  was  pos- 
sessed witli  no  desire  to  grasp  at  extraor- 
dinary advantages,  or  to  require  more  than 
was  due  in  justice  to  the  country,  and  to 
his  own  honour.  In  the  allusion  of  the 
Speech  to  the  severe  pressure  on  the  in- 
habitants of  the  United  States,  it  was  not 
intended  to  imply  that  such  a  pressure  on 
any  set  of  persons  was  in  itself  subject  of 
pleasure  to  us,  but  that  the  circumstances 
which  had  occurred  had  civen  the  subjects 
of  the  United  Stakes  an  idea  of  the  cruelty 
of  the  war  into  which  their  rulers  had 
plunged  them— of  horrors  not  peculiar  to 
this  war,  but  common  to  all  such  contests. 
The  noble  baron  had  alluded  to  some  of 
the  events  of  the  campaign,  and  especially 
to  (he  conduct  of  the  officers,  after  the 
capture  of  Washington,  with  disapproba- 
tion. Now  he  could  boldly  afBrm,  that 
there  nevejr  was  a  war  carried  on,  under 
any  circumstances,  with  moFo  humanity 
than  that  which  had  been  displayed  by 
the  British  officers  and  British  troops  in 
the  war  in  North  America.  In  the  cam- 
paign in  Canada,  except  a  solitary  in- 
stance of  justifiable  retaliation,  there  was 
no  instance  in  which  otir  army  had  taken 
possession  of  America^  towns  or  territory, 
in  which  private  property  had  not  been 
respected.  Quite  the  contrary  was  the 
iconduct  of  the  persons  employed  by  the 

government  of  the  United  ^tf^tes.  They 
ad,  in  many  cases,  displayed  a  ferocity 
which  would  have  disgraced  the  most  bar- 
barous nations.  )n  one  instance,  a  town 
was,  in  the  middle  of  December,  com- 
mitted by  them  to  the  flames,  and  the  in- 
habitanu  thus  driven  from  their  habita- 
tions into  the  open  country  amidst  all  the 
Nf  erides  of  a  Canadian  wiateCi    On  aoo« 
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ther  occasioni  when  the  town  of  Yorkr 
the  capital  of  Upper  Canada,  was  occo- 
pied  by  the  Americans,  they  burnt  the 
public  buildings,  and  took  possessfon  of 
the  property  of  the  governor  as  such.  It 
was  a  retaliation  for  this  excess  that  the 
public  buildings  at  Washington  were  de- 
stroyed ;  and  by  the  Americans  them- 
selves, in  their  account  of  the  occupaUon 
of  that  city  by  our  troops,  it  had  been 
acknowledged  that  the  greatest  respect 
was  paid  to  private  property.  As  to  the 
capitals  of  Europe,  the  occupation  of 
which  by  hostile  armies  had  been  referred 
to  by  the  noble  baron,  they  had  in  most 
or  in  all  instances  been  occupied  by  capi- 
tulation. Washington,  on  the  contrary, 
was  completely  abandoned  by  the  con- 
stituted authorities,  and  the  plunder  most 
complained  of  had  been  committed  by 
the  negroes  and  other  low  inhabitants  of 
the  town  itself.  As  to  the  proclamation  of 
sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  it  was  issued  in 
consequence  of  the  advices  from  sir 
George  Provost  respecting  the  outrages  of 
the  Americans  in  Canada;  but  as  some 
sort  of  explanation  of  these  occurrences 
had  been  made  by  the  American  govern- 
ment, instructions  had  been  sent  to  sir 
Alexander  Cochrane,  which  would  pre- 
vent any  steps  from  being  taken  in  con- 
sequence of  that  proclamation.  The  opi- 
nion of  the  noble  baron,  that  the  exertions 
of  this  country  against  America  would 
unite  all  classes  there  in  hostility  towards 
us,  was,  he  had  reason  to  believe,  com* 
pletely  erroneous.  For  he  had  seen  much 
stronger  justifications  of  the  conduct  of 
our  forces  at  Washington,  which  had  beea 
published  in  America,  than  any  that  had 
been  published  even  in  this  country.  Not 
only  were  they  not  more  hostile  to  os, 
but  the  reverse  was  the  case.  In  places 
even  where  the  British  arms  had  been  suc- 
cessful the  people  had  shown  themselves 
in  our  favour,  and  had  seemed  well  dis« 
posed  to  put  themselves  under  our  protec« 
tion.  Far  from  any  thing  like  resentment 
appearing  to  lurk  against  us,  the  inha- 
bitants seemed  sensible  that  on  our  parts 
the  war  was  a  war  of  necessity,  provoked 
by  their  own  rulers,  and  carried  on  by  us 
with  all  possible  humanity. — ^The  noble 
earl  then  proceeded  to  remark  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  delays  which  had  attended  the 
opening  of  the  great  Congress.  Although 
it  was  obvious,  that  the  sooner  the  aflUrs 
of  Europe  were  decided  the  better,  yet  If 
the  noble  baron  considered  from  what  a 
war  we  had  emerged|  the  doratioa  of  that 
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wir,  and  what  circomstances  had  hap- 
pened during  its  continaance— that  luch 
alterations  had  talcen  place  that  it  was  im- 
possible  to  restore  Europe  exactly  to  its 
former  state,  he  wonld  not  think  it  sur- 
prising that  some  delay  had  occurred.  So 
many  previous  explanations  were  neces- 
sary,  that  though  it  was  desirable  that 
each  nation*  and  all  Europe  should  know 
as  soon  u  possible  on  what  it  had  to  de- 
pend^ yet  the  time  which  had  been  con- 
•nmed  was  not  matter  of  astonishment. — 
As  to  the  continuance  of  a  British  army 
on  the  continent  in  time  of  peace,  he  ad* 
mitted  that  there  were  no  examples  of  a 
•imilar  line  of  conduct ;  but  it  was  to  be 
obserred,  that  neither  bad  he  any  prece- 
dent for  many  generations,  of  a  war  which 
bad  terminated  under  such  circumstsnces 
as  the  late  contest.  The  unusually  large 
TOte  of  credit,  which  parliament  last  year 
granted,  a  ?ote  which  the  contemplation 
of  the  continuance  of  the  American  war 
was  not  sufficient  to  account,  was  de* 
manded  by  himself,  and  by  his  noble 
friend  (lord  Castlereagb)  in  another  place, 
on  the  distinct  ground  of  the  expediency 
of  keeping  a  certain  force  on  foot  on  the 
continent,  until  the  affairs  of  Europe  were 
finally  arranged.  From  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances  of  the  times,  there  did  not 
seem  to  him  much  danger  that  such  a 
measure  would  be  drawn  into  a  precedent. 
'—As  to  the  last  paragraph  in  the  Speech 
which  seemed  to  the  noble  baron  am* 
biguotts,  the  object  was  to  express  the 
wish  of  his  Royal  Highness  that  the  trade 
of  the  country  should  be  put  on  such  a 
settled  and  regular  footing,  as  in  time 
of  war  bad  nbt  been  practicable.  The  in- 
fluence of  the  government  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  country  had,  in  consequence 
of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  late 
contest,  been  greater  than  perhaps  in  other 
times  would  be  expedient.  To  bring  this 
subject  to  a  settled  footing,  most  expedient' 
for  the  public  interest,  was  the  object  of 
this  part  of  the  Speech.  As  to  the  state 
of  the  circulation  of  the  country,  his  opi- 
nions were  now  as  diflierent  from  those 
of  the  noble  baron  as  they  had  been  on 
former  occasions.  He  had  always  thought 
that  the  pressure  on  our  circulation  had 
arisen  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  late  war,  and  the  eventa  of  the  last  six 
months  had  verified  hia  opinions  to  an  ex- 
tent which  even  bis  friends  bad  not  ex- 
pected. Even  under  the  circumstances  of 
iho  great  existing  expenditnre  of  the 
Attcffkaa  war«  m  IM  cominiiance  od 


foot  of  a  large  ai;my,  the  course  of  ex« 
change  had  rapidly  returned  to  its  oM 
state.  On  this  subject  he  should  say  no- 
thing more ;  there  would  be  many  other 
opportunities,  and  it  was  difficult  to  say 
any  thing  on  it  without  saying  more  than 
the  present  occasion  would  admit  of.  His 
lordship  then  said,  that  he  had  gone 
through  the  several  topics  alluded  to  by 
the  noble  baron,  and  saw  no  ground  for 
his  objections.  The  temper  of  the  ad- 
visers of  the  Prince  Regent  was,  that  they 
were  disposed  to  peace,  yet  not  afraid  of 
war. 

Lord  Grenville  spoke  in  explanation  a» 
to  a  part  of  his  speech  which  the  noble 
earl  seemed  to  have  totally  misconceived* 
He  said,  he  had  expressly  stated  his  high 
admiration  of  the  spirit  and  discipline  of 
our  troops  engaged  in  the  war  with  Ame- 
rica. He  had  imputed  no  blame  to  sir 
George  Prevost  for  the  proclamation  which 
he  had  issued :  on  the  contrary,  he  thought 
most  highly  of  that  proclamation,  which 
referred  to  the  conduct  of  the  Americans 
in  destroying  a  particular  town;  than 
which  a  more  villainous  act  was  never 
perpetrated  by  the  most  ferocious  savages. 
But  sir  George  Prevost,  if  he  recollected 
the  proclamatiooi  expressly  confined  the 
retaliation  to  that  single  instance:  that 
officer  said  in  substance,  *  by  thii  retalia- 
tion I  have  done  an  act  painful  to  my 
feelings,  and  repugnant  to  the  received 
principles  of  civilized  warfare;  but  here 
will  I  stop,  till  you  compel  me  by  soma 
new  atrocity  to  greater  acts  of  retaliation.' 
A  joster  or  a  wiser  proclamation  never 
was  issued,  and  there  the  matter  should 
have  terhainated,  the  whole  object  being 
at  once  accomplished.  He  was  glad  now 
to  learn,  that  government,  availing  itself 
of  the  disclaimer  of  the  American  presi- 
dent, though  conveyed  in  a  most  violent 
and  intemperate  paper,  had  sent  out  in- 
structions to  come  to  an  explanation  with 
the  American  government,  which  might 
put  an  end  to  such  proceeding  in  future. 
Even  now  it  had  not  been  distinctly  stated 
by  the  noble  earl,  that  the  destruction  of 
the  non-military  buildings  at  Washinffton 
was  in  retaliation  of  what  had  been  done 
at  York.  Sure  he  was,  that  no  such 
declaration  was  issued  at  the  time  by  our 
commander:  but  if  the  fact  were  so,  it 
would  not  be  unbecoming  on  the  part  of 
government  to  publish  a  declaration,  in 
answer  to  the  irritating  and  intemperate 
proclamation  of  the  American  president 
which  might  oonTinco  all  Europe  thai  we 
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did  not  carry  on  war  by  the  destruction  of 
non-military  buildings ;  but  that  the  de- 
molition of  the  American  capital  was 
merely  an  act  of  retaliation  for  what  had 
been  done  at  York.  With  respect  to  the 
observations  he  had  made  on  the  existence 
of  an  army  of  40,000  men  on  the  conti- 
nent in  the  time  of  peace,  without  any 
regular  communication  being  made  to 
parliament  of  the  fact,  the  answer  of  the 
noble  earl  was  not  satisfactory.  He  had 
aaid  that  the  peculiar  circumstances  were 
to  justify  it,  and  that  it  was  not  likely  to 
be  made  a  precedent.  But  it  was  this 
'  that  made  him  desirous  that  a  distinct 
declaration  should  be  made  to  parliament; 
for  it  was  thus  that  all  vicious  precedents . 
were  established.  A  proceeding  that  took 
place  on  the  ground  of  peculiar  and  press- 
ing circumstances  was  suffered  to^pass; 
and  by-and-bye  it  was  referred  to  as  a 

Precedent  when  the  circumstances  which 
rrmed  its  justification  were  forgotten. 
He  therefore  thought  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  parliament  to  suffer  no  such  im- 
portant departure  from  the  regular  course 
of  parliamentary  practice. 

The  motion  was  then  put,  and  carried 
in  the  affirmative,  bat  with  several  dissen- 
tient voices;  and  the  Address  was  after- 
wards voted* 

LoBD  Walsingbam.]  The  Earl  of 
Uvtrpooi  said,  be  had  to  mention,  with 
regret,  that  the  state  of  lord  Walsiogham't 
health  would  no  longer  permit  him  to  fill 
the  office  of  chairman  of  committees, 
which  he  had  long  held  with  so  much 
credit  to  himself,  and  advantage  to  the 
bosiness  of  that  House.  He  now  gave 
notice,  that  on  Thursday,  he  should  move 
an  address  to  the  Prince,  praying,  that  he 
would  be  pleased  to  confer  some  mark  of 
bis  royal  favour  on  lord  Walsingham. 

Lord  GnnviUc  fearing  he  should  not  be 
able  to  attend  on  Thursday,  wished  to 
Uke  that  opportunity  of  say  ins,  that  lord 
Walsingham  had  conducted  the  business 
before  the  committees  with  a  degree  of 
ability,  assiduity,  and  impartiality,  that 
had  never  been  surpassed. 

The  Lord  Chanceiior  also  observed,  that 
having  had  the  honour  to  sit  in  that  House 
for  the  last  twelve  years,  be  could  not 
feel  satbfied  without  bearing  bis  testimony 
that  there  was  hardly  an  individual  to 
whom  the  coentry  wu  more  indebted  than 
to  his  lordship.  His  unremitting  labours 
aad  impartiality  had  tdftn  a  character  to 
the  legislatiTO  pruceedings  of  the  Ifeuse^ 
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in  regard  to  private  property,  which  it 
never  had  enjoyed  before. 
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Tuesday,  November  8. 

The  PaiNCB  Regent's  Speech  on  Open. 
ING  THE  Session.]  This  being  the  day 
appointed  for  the  assembling  of  parlia- 
ment, the  Speaker  took  the  chair  a  little 
before  two,  when  the  Black  Rod  appeased 
and  summoned  the  House  into  the  House 
of  Lords.  Upon  their  returuj  the  Speaker 
repaired  toiiis  private  apartments,  and  the 
House  did  not  resume  till  a  quarter  to 
four,  when  several  new  members,  among 
whom  we  noticed  the  right  hon.  Wellesley 
Pole,  took  the  oaths  and  their  seats.  The 
^  usual  annual  Bill,  relating  to  C?laodestine 
Outlawries,  was  then  read  a  first  time^ 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  to- 
morrow, after  which  the  Speaker  pro- 
ceeded to  read  the  Speech  as  delivered  by 
his  roval  highness  the  Prince  Regent. 
When  It  was  concluded^ 

Lord  bridpori  said«  that  on  rising  to 
move  an  Address  to  the  Prince  Regent^ 
on  the  occasion  of  bis  most  graciooa 
Speech,  he  bad  to  regret  that  the  under* 
taking  had  not  fallen  upon  a  penon  more 
capable  of  doing  justice  to  so  important 
a  subject;  at  the  same  time,  he  should 
make  his  observations  with  a  full  reliance 
on  the  known  liberality  and  indulgence  of 
the  House.  He  should  proceed  to  take 
notice  of  the  different  topics  contained  in 
the  Speech  of  his  Royal  Highness,  and  he 
trusted  the  House  would  listen  to  him  with 
attention.  With  respect  to  one  part  of 
the  Speech,  he  was  convinced  that  every 
member  in  the  House  would  regret  as 
deeply  as  he  did,  to  learn  that  his  Majesty's 
lamented  illness  siill  continued  ;  and  that, 
afier  the  lapse  ofanother  year,  there  should 
be  such  little  prospect  of  his  recovery. 
He  should  not  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House,  by  taking  a  retrospect  of  the  great 
political  affiiirs  which  had  occurred  since 
the  commencement  of  the  last  session, 
except  so  far  as  to  contrast  the  present 
situation  of  the  country  with  that  in  which 
ii  stood  twelve  months  ago.  Events  had 
occurred  since  that  time  which  were 
greater  than  the  most  sanguine  imagination 
could  have  anticipated.  Ceitainly,  at 
that  time  affairs  had  begun  to  assume  a 
t>righter  aspect ;  but  no  doubt  could  be 
entertained  that,  bad  England  stood  alone 
and  unsupported  in  the  contest,  she  could 
not  here  subdued  the  gigantic  power  of 
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France.  Bat,  on  the  other  hand,  it  wu 
equally  eertaiOtthat  wiifaoat  her  pecuniary 
aid  and  her  judicioua  counsels,  the  allies 
could  not  have  succeeded  in  their  grand 
and  magnanimous  career.  Our  successes 
had  been  attributed  to  the  insatiable  am- 
bition of  Buonaparte ;  but  the  praise  for 
the  conduct  of  the  war  which  bad  so 
happily  terminated,  was  most  justly  due 
to  the  Prince  Regent  and  the  Allied  Sove- 
reigns. Our  cabinet  council  of  that  time 
were  most  truly  conspicuous  for  their 
temperi  their  firmness,  and  decision ;  and 
the  House  must  see,  with  the  highest 
satisfaction,  that  to  such  temper,  such 
firmness,  and  such  decision,  were  they  in- 
debted for  the  present  situation  of  the 
country.  If  we  took  a  view  of  our  actual 
condition  at  home»  we  found  ourselves  at 
peace  with  all  the  world,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  America.  Who  could  have  anti- 
cipated, at  this  time  last  year,  such  glo- 
rious successes,  such  unparalleled  events? 
They  were,  indeed,  beyond  all  human 
expectancy  and  calculation. 

The  next  topic  in  the  Speech  to  which 
be  should  allude,  was  the  present  war  with 
America.  He  could  not  but  lament,  as 
the  whole  country  must  lament  the  con- 
tinuance of  hostilities  with  the  people  of 
the  United  States ;  but  it  was  highly 
consoling  to  know  that  the  Prince  Regent 
had  assured  the  House,  that  nothing  should 
be  left  unattempted  which  might  bring 
this  contest  to  a  speedy  termination.  It 
was  America  who  stood  as  the  unprincipled 
aggressor  in  this  contest;  but  wemiffht 
reflect  with  pride  that  our  successes  hi- 
therto had  been  unvaried.  He  could  not 
but  congratulate  the  House  on  these  sue- 
cesses;  for  they  proved  that  our  navy 
and  army,  when  united,  were  capable  of 
performing  prodigies  of  valour.  Yet  when 
had  they  been  so  united — when  had  they 
found  scope  for  their  bravery  and  enter- 
prize—without  perfonning  «uch  prodigies  ? 
Their  achievements  in  America  were  wor- 
thy of  the  great  character.  The  Ameri- 
cans had  now  to  lament  the  destruction  of 
their  flotilla  in  the  Patuxcnt;  and  the  de- 
feat of  their  army,  which  allowed  a  mere 
detachment  of  British  troops  to  take  the 
capital  of  their  States.  Yet  those  brave 
troops  had  been  basely  calumniated  by 
Madison  and  his  adherents,  who  had 
charged  them  with  the  plundering  of  pri- 
vate property.  But  never  was  a  charge 
nore  groundless.  Undoubtedly  the  stores 
and  ammunition  were  destroyed ;  and  if 
we  did  mbo  destroy  the  public  buildings 
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of  Wuhington,  it  was  in  retaliation  for 
the  atrocities  committed  and  repeated  by 
by  them  in  Upper  Canada.  He  had  also 
to  congratulate  the  House  on  the  suc- 
cesses of  his  Majesty's  arms  in  the  more 
northern  parts  of  the  United  States,  where 
they  had  sained  an  extent  of  territory  to 
the  east  of  the  Penobscot ;  an  ac^uisitiosi 
which  could  not  fail  to  be  of  considerable 
importance.  He  could  not  help  viewing 
it  in  the  most  favourable  light,  as  one 
more  proof  to  the  Americans  of  the  hope- 
lessness, on  their  part,  of  a  continuance  of 
the  contest.  But  while  we  had  ground  to 
rejoice  at  the  victories  of  our  arms  on 
every  part  of  the  American  shores,  our 
triumph  was  damped  by  having  to  lament 
the  fall  of  an  officer  of  the  highest  talenta 
and  the  brighest  promise.  In  the  death 
of  this  gallant  commander  our  country 
had  sustained  no  common  loss.  He  felt 
that  no  eulogy  could  do  justice  to  his 
distinguished  merits.  He  could  say  much 
more  on  this  affecting  topic :  but  he  was 
aware  that  whatever  he  might  add,  could 
but  ill  describe  the  sensations  of  himself* 
the  House,  or  the  country.  After  enu- 
merating all  the  signal  achievements,  all 
the  glorious  deeds  of  his  Majesty's  arms, 
in  the  contest  with  America,  it  was  not 
without  regret  that  he  most  notice  our 
late  reported  disaster  on  Lake  Champlain. 
Much  had  been  said  on  the  misunder- 
standing which  had  prevailed  in  that 
quarter;  and  he  could  only  wish  that 
cause  might  not  have  existed  to  merit 
such  animadversions..  But  although  we 
had  sustained  some  loss  in  this  scite  of 
our  operations,  might  we  not  recover  it  ? 
Yes,  from  the  known  bravery  of  the 
troops  which  would  be  ready  to  take  part 
in  the  next  campaign,  there  was  no  doubt 
in  his  own,  or,  he  should  think,  in  any 
mind,  that  we  should  gain  the  most  signal 
advantages.  A  great  portion  of  our  forces 
were,  'it  was  well  known«  dispatched  as 
soon  as  possible  from  Spain ;  yet  they  did 
not,  from  unavoidable  causes,  arrive  in 
time  to  give  that  preponderance  to  our 
efforts  which  their  earlier  arrival  would 
not  have  failed  to  produce. 

His  Royal  Highness  had  informed  the 
House  that  the  opening  of  the  Congress 
at  Vienna  had  been  unavoidably  retarded. 
The  day'  which  had'  been  fixed  for  the 
meeting  was  indeed  now  past ;  but  even 
the  delay  might  be  productive  of  ultimate 
benefit  to  Europe,  not  only  from  the 
united  deliberations  of  the  members  of 
that  body,  but  from  the  known  abilities 
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and  tried  talents  of  the  noble  lord  who, 
on  the  part  of  this  countr}*^,  took  his 
share  in  the  discussions;  might  we  not 
have  the  best  grounded  hopes  that  the 
glorious  peace  would  be  so  consolidated 
as  to  give  a  lasting  stale  of  tranquillity  to 
all  Europe  ?  His  Royal  Highness  had 
directed  the  estimates  for  the  ensuing 
year  to  be  laid  before  the  House.  At 
the  same  time  that  we  were  called  upon 
to  make  the  most  vigorous  exertions  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  contest  with  Ame- 
rica, we  had  the  important  satisfaction  of 
learning  that  the  revenue  and  commerce 
of  the  country  were  in  the  most  flourish- 
ing condition,  and  in  a  state  of  evident 
improvement :  and  when  it  was  consider- 
ed that  a  long  protracted  war  in  Europe, 
in  which  this  nation  bore  so  distinguished 
a  party  had  but  lately  been  brought  to  a 
glorious  issue,  and  that  hostilities  with 
America  still  continued,  there  could  not 
be  a  man  in  the  House  or  the  country 
but  must  feel  the  highest  satisfaction  on 
learning  that  the  revenue,  in  one  branch 
of  the  taxes  alone,  had  increased  within 
the  year^  2,600,000/.  Was  not  this,  in« 
deed,  a  subject  for  exaltation  ? 

On  adverting  to  the  conclusion  of  his 
Royal  Highnesses  Speech  he  could  not 
but  observe,  that  the  war  which  had  just 
been  terminated  had  this  peculiar  cha- 
racter, that  it  had  affected  the  interests  of 
all  the  countries  engaged  in  it.  Bat  this 
had  ever  been  the  natural  consequence  of 
all  wars,  and  it  must  therefore  be  expected 
that  the  state  and  claims  of  those  coun- 
tries would  require  the  utmost  attention. 
This  it  was  certain  they  would  receive, 
under  the  combined  wisdom  and  unani- 
mity of  the  Conflfress ;  and  he  trusted  that 
meanwhile  the  House  would  be  convinced 
of  the  necessity  of  adopting  those  mea- 
sures which  would  be  must  conducive  to 
the  public  welfare.  His  lordship  then 
added,  that  he  was  aware  that  he  had 
failed  in  doing  justice  to  the  important 
task  which  he  had  undertaken  :  he  was 
aware  that  he  had  not  merited  that  great 
attention  with  which  he  had  been  heard  ; 
but,  deeply  impressed  with  the  partiality 
of  the  House,  he  would  conclude  with 
moving, 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  thank  his  Royal  Highness  for  his  most 
gracious  Speech : 

"  To  express  our  lively  participation  In 
the  deep  regret  of  his  Royal  Highness  at 
the  continuance  of  hb  Majesty's  luaemed 
indisposition. 
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'f  To  assure  hts  Royal  Highness,  that, 
while  we  lament  that  bis  Royal  Highnesa 
is  not  hitherto,  enabled  to  announce  the 
termination  of  the  war  between  this  coun- 
try and  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
although  we  are  satisfied  that  this  war  jori- 
ginated  in  the  most  unprovoked  ag^^res- 
sion  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  calculated  to  pro« 
mote  the  designs  of  the  common  enemy 
of  Europe  against  ths  rights  and  indepen- 
dence of  all  other  nations,  we  gratefully 
receive  the  assurance  of  the  sincere  desire 
which  his    Royal    Highness    has   nerer 
ceased  to  entertain  to  bring  it  to  a  conclu- 
sion on  just  and  honourable  terms : 

"  To  thank  his  Royal  Highness  for  the 
information  that  he  is  still  engaged  ia 
negociations  for  this  purpose,  the  saccess 
of  which,  we  are  sensible^  must  depend 
on  his  Royal  Highness's  disposition  being 
mec  with  corresponding  sentiments  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy : 

"  To  congratulate  his  Royal  Highnen 
OB  the  brilliant  and  successful  results 
which  have  attended  the  operations  of  his 
Majesty's  forces  by  sea  and  land  in  the 
Chesapeake : 

**  That  we  have  learned,  with  the  most 
lively  satisfaction,  the  destruction  of  the 
enemy's  flotilla  in  the  Patuxent,  and  the 
signal  defeat  of  their  land  forces,  by  which 
a  detachment  of  his  Majesty's  army  was 
enabled  to  take  possession  of  the  city  of 
Washington  ;  and  that  the  spirit  of  enter- 
prize  which  has  characterized  all  the 
movements  in  that  quarter,  has  produced 
on  the  inhabitants  a  deep  and  sensible  im- 
pression of  the  calamities  of  a  war  in 
which  they  have  been  so  wantonly  in- 
volved : 

"  That  we  cordially  participate  in  the 
pleasure  expressed  by  his  Royal  Highness 
at  the  equally  satisfactory  termination  of 
the  expedition  directed  from  Halifax  to 
the  northern  coast  of  the  United  States, 
the  successful  course  of  which  has  been 
followed  by  the  immediate  submission  to 
his  Majesty's  arms  of  the  extensive  and 
important  district  east  of  the  Penobscot 
river : 

"  To  assure  bis  Royal  Highness  that  we 
cannot  advert  to  these  events  without  ren- 
dering full  justice  to  the  valour  and  disci- 
pline which  have  distinguished  his  Ma- 
jesty's land  and  sea  forces ;  and  that  we 
join  with  his  Royal  Hishneu  in  regreUing 
the  severe  loss  which  the  country  has  sus- 
tained in  the  fall  of  the  gallant  commander 
of  his  ^Majesty's  troops  in  the  adfaoce 
upon  Baltimore  : 
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"  To  express  our  satisfaction  in  learning 
that  his  Royal  Highness  availed  himself 
of  the  earliest  opportunity  afforded  5y  the 
state  of  affairs  iu  Europe,  to  detach  a  con- 
siderable military  force  to  the  river  St. 
Lawrence ;  and  tfast»  notwithstanding  the 
reverse  which  appears  to  have  occurred  on 
Lake  Champlain^  his  Royal  Highness  still 
feels  a  confident  expectation,  as  well  from 
the  amount  as  from  the  description  of  the 
British  force  now  serving  in  Canada,  that 
the  ascendancy  of  his  Majesty's  arms 
throughout  that  part  of  North  America 
will  be  effectually  established : 

"  To  return  our  thanks  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  for  informing  us  that  the  opening 
of  the  Congress  at  Vienna  has  been  un- 
avoidably retarded;  and  to  express  our 
firm  reliance  ou  the  earnest  endeavours  of 
his  Royal  Highness  in  the  negociations 
which  are  now  in  progress,  to  promote 
such  arrangements  as  may  appear  to  be 
calculated  to  consolidate  that  peace  which, 
in  conjunction  with  his  Majesty's  allies, 
bis  Royal  Highness  has  had  the  happiness 
of  concluding;  and  to  re*establish  that 
just  equilibrium  amongst  the  different 
powers,  which  will  afford  the  best  pros- 
pect of  permanent  tranquillity  to  Europe  : 

"  To  return  our  humble  thanks  to  his 
Ro^al  Highness,  for  having  directed  the 
estimates  for  the  ensuing  year  to  be  laid 
before  this  House : 

**  To  congratulate  his  Royal  Highness, 
on  the  floorishin^  condition  of  the  revenue 
and  commerce  ot  the  united  kingdom : 

"  To  assure  bis  Royal  Highness,  that, 
while  we  regret  the  necessity  of  a  large 
expenditure,  we  are  sensible  that  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  long  and 
arduous  contest  in  Europe  had  been  car- 
ried on  and  concluded,  have  unavoidably 
led  to  arrears,  for  which  this  House  can- 
not but  see  the  necessity  of  providing,  as 
well  as  for  the  continuance  of  those  exer- 
tions which  the  war  still  subsisting  with 
America  renders  indispensable : 

*'  That  we  are  aware  that  the  peculiar 
character  of  the  late  war,  as  well  as  the 
extraordinary  length  of  its  duration,  roust 
have  materially  affected  both  the  internal 
situation  of  all  the  countries  engaged  in 
it,  ^nd  the  commercial  regulations  which 
formerly,  subsisted  between  them  : 

''  That,  under  these  circumstances,  we 
shall  not  fail  to  proceed  with  due  caution 
in  the  adoption  of  such  regulations  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
our  trade  and  securing  oar  advantages ; 
relying,  with  perfect  confidence,  on  the 
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cordial  co-operation  and  assistance  of  his 
Royal  Highness,  in  every  measure  which 
is  calculated  to  contribute  to  the  pro- 
sperity and  welfare  of  his  Majesty's  domi«* 
nions. 

Mr.  Graham  rose,  and  addressed  the 
House,  in  a  maiden  speech,  to  the  follow- 
ing purport :— Sir ;  in  offering  myself  to 
your  notice,  for  the  purpose  of  seconding 
the  motion  for  an  Address  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  I  feel  it  as  a  satisfaction  that  the 
several  topics  contained  in  it  have  already- 
been  fully  laid  before  the  House  by  the 
noble  lord  who  has  preceded  me ;  for 
although,  on  that  very  account,  it  may  be 
the  more  difficult  (particularly  for  one 
totally  unpractised  in  public  speaking  like 
myself,  and  feeling,  as  I  do,  a  considerable 
degree  of  embarrassment)  to  offer  any 
observations  that  may  prove  worthy  of 
your  attention,  yet  I  shall  receive  this  im« 
portant  benefit,  that  the  House  being 
fairly  in  possession  of  the  subject,  what- 
ever imperfection  may  attach  to  my  re- 
marks, they  will  at  least  have  the  advan- 
tage of  being  understood.  In  alluding  to 
the  first  topic  of  his  Royal  Highness'a 
Speech,  I  am  sure  there  is  no  person  in 
this  House  whose  feelings  did  npt  beat  in 
unison  with  those  of  the  noble  lord,  when 
he  expressed  sentiments  of  regret  at  the 
continuation  of  his  Majesty's  illness ;  but* 
Sir,  we  have  at  least  the  consolatipn  of 
reflecting,  that,  if  it  were  permitted  him 
by  Providence  to  behold  what  was  now 
going  on,  those  measures  which  he  had 
always  pursued,  to  oppose  the  encroaching 
power  of  France,  and  to  restore  the  ba« 
lance  of  Europe,  bad  been  pursued  by  his 
successor,  and  had  finally  brought  about 
those  objects  which  he  had  always  held 
nearest  his  heart.  These  measures  have 
produced  peace  in  Europe,  honourable  to 
ourselves  and  the  world—a  peace  which 
has  rescued  whole  nations  from  the  grasp 
of  oppression,  and  restored  them  to  secu- 
rity and  independence. 

But,  Sir,  though  we  haye  restored  peace 
in  Europe,  the  flame  of  war  still  rages  in 
America — a  war  into  which  the  desperate 
ambition  of  the  American  government  has 
unfortunately  hurried  us.  In  vain.  Sir, 
were  all  our  effi>rts  to  avoid  this  alternative 
—vain  was  our  forbearance  for  several 
years,  to  all  the  aggressions  of  that  coun- 
try. But,  Sir,  I  hope  that  the  negocia- 
tions at  Ghent  may  be  able  to  bring  that 
government  back  to  a  just  way  of  thinking, 
and  that  the  spirit  of  conciliation  which 
we  have  uniformly  set  an  example  of, 
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will  be  imitated  by  them.  But  If  these 
negociations  should  fail,  which  I  hope  to 
God  they  will  not ;  bat  if  they  should  un- 
happily failj  we  shall  then  return  to  the 
contest  with  the  pleasing  conviction  of 
having  used  our  enorts  to  avert  the  cala- 
mities of  war,  and  put  a  stop  to  the  out* 
rages  on  humanity.  And,  Sir,  in  confir- 
mation of  our  spirit  of  conciliation,  I  ap- 
peal to  the  whole  of  our  correspondence 
with  America,  I  appeal  to  the  unanswer- 
able declaration  of  bis  Royal  Highness  at 
the  commencement  of  the  war ;  nay,  Sir, 
I  appeal  to  the  violent  proclamations  of 
the  Dresident,  and  to  the  time  at  which  he 
chose  to  declare  war  against  us.  When 
the  late  ruler  of  France,  actuated  by  the 
most  inveterate  hatred  against  this  coun- 
try, was  meditating  a  deadly  blow  at  our 
maritime  superiority,  by  the  invasion  of 
Russia;  when  surrounding  nations  stood 
astonished  and  dismayed  at  the  immensity 
of  his  preparations,  and  already  beheld  in 
idea  the  subjugation  of  that  vast  empire ; 
nay,  Sir,  when  many  persons,  even  in  this 
country,  thought  her  resistance  was  im- 
possiblie ;  then  was  the  time  that  the  go- 
Tcrnment  of  America^  like  the  assassin 
who  steps  forth  only  in  the  darkness  of 
the  night,  insisted  upon  claims  and  pre- 
tensions^  which,  at  any  other  time,  she 
dared  not  even  to  have  whispered ;  ex- 
pecting that  this  country,  encumbered  by 
the  weight  of  the  continental  war,  and 
almost  struggling  for  her  existence,  must 
necessarily  consent  to  all  her  conditions. 

But,  thank  God,  Sir,  the  firmness  of  his 
Royal  Highness's  ministers  delivered  us 
from  that  necessity :  they  would  not  de- 
sert those  principles  which  had  raised  this 
country  to  such  a  pre-eminence :  to  those 
principles  they  adhered,  and  by  means  of 
those  principles  they  bad  the  satisfaction, 
not  only  of  having  saved  their  own  coun- 
try, but  of  having  restored  liberty  to  Eu- 
rope. But  what,  Sir,  could  have  been  the 
object  of  the  American  government  at  that 
time  ?  By  what  spirit  could  it  have  been 
actuated  ?  For  the  position  of  America, 
remote  from  the  seat  of  contest,  unmixed 
with  continental  politics,  would  have  ena- 
bled her  to  have  profited  by  those  peace- 
ful arts  which  would  soon  have  raised  her 
to  high  rank  and  consequence  among  the 
nations  of  the  world.  Bui  the  crooked 
policy  oT  her  government,  instigated  by 
the  superior  cunning  of  Buonaparte,  un- 
generously taking  advantage  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  Great  Britain,  endeavoured  to 
wrest  Louisiana  from  her  allies,  with  the 


The  Prince  Regents  Speech 


[36 


further  hope  of  adding  Canada  to  a  terri- 
tory already,  perhaps,  too  extensive,  made 
her  desert  those  principles  which  her  in- 
terests, and  almost  her  very  existence  \{e- 
manded.  But,  Sir,  the  mere  envy  of  cor 
iharitime  superiority  caused  her  to  desert 
the  only  principles  which  could  have  in- 
sured prosperity  to  her  states.  And  is  it 
possible  that  the  American  government 
could  be  so  regardless  of  the  interests  of 
its  country— so  blind  to  her  future  pros- 
pects— as  to  wish  to  break  down  the  only 
barrier  which  protected  her  from  the 
power  of  France  ? 

But  the  president  of  the  United  States 
hoped  to  build  his  greatness  on  the  ruin  of 
Great  Britain.  He  expected  to  succeed 
to  her  superiority — a  superiority  which 
has  been  only  exercised  for  the  defence 
of  the  liberties  of  mankind  ;  but  he  might 
have  seen  that  the  ruin  of  this  country 
would  only  have  been  the  immediate  pre- 
cursor of  his  own,  so  immediate,  that  he 
would  not  have  had  the  time  to  indulge  iti 
those  vain  dreams  of  conquest  which  seem 
so  much  to  have  dazzled  his  imagination. 
From  these  dreams  he  did  not  awake,  till 
our  successes  in  the  Chesapeake,  and  the 
victory  at  Bladensburgh,  roused  him  to  a 
dreadful  reality  ;  he  awoke  but  U\  behold 
the  ruin  into  which  his  fatal  measures  had 
precipitated  his  country,  and  see  his  capi- 
tal abandoned  to  the  mercy  of  the  con- 
queror. And  I  cannot  conceive  any  thing 
more  dreadful  than  the  feelings  of  that 
man,  when  he  beheld  the  triumphs  of  that 
country  which  he  had  been  endeavouring- 
to  degrade;  when  he  beheld  his  boasted 
battalions,  which  were  to  have  covered 
him  with  glory,  flying  before  inferior 
numbers,  and  leaving  the  boasted  seat  of 
his  empire  to  all  the  horrors  of  devastation. 
But,  Sir,  Ihoogh  he  who  ought  to  have 
protected  and  defended  his  capital,  had 
deserted  it  in  the  hour  of  danger,  yet  the 
conqueror,  indulging  those  feelings  which 
are  ever  inseparable  from  true  valour* 
checked  the  fury  of  his  troops,  though 
still  eager  for  the  battle,  and  glorying 
in  the  heat  of  victory ;  thus  aflTording  a 
memoi*able  example  of  British  discipline 
and  British  humanity.  For  this  victory 
was  not  sullied  by  any  oT  those  ordinary, 
snd  sometimes  almost  unavoidable  excesses 
attendant  upon  war;  but  it  was  distin- 
guished by  a  spirit  of  forbearance  and 
humanity,  so  conspicuous  as  to  draw  forth 
the  applause  of  the  enemy  himself.  I 
alhide  to  the  dispatch  of  commodore  Tin- 
gey  ;  and  I  have  the  greater  satisfaction 
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in  doing  this^  from  having  observed  the 
attempts  of  the  president  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  his  countrymen,  by  representa- 
tions of  an  opposite  tendency,  in  a  style 
the  most  unwarrantable  and  most  unjusti- 
fiable. The  sensation  created  througFi  the 
country  by  the  capture  of  Washington, 
the  towering  hopes  of  the  government 
turned  into  dismay,  his  eflbrts  paralyzed, 
and  his  further  operations  rendered  vacil- 
lating and  feeble,  are  glorious  testimonies 
to  the  success  of  this  well  planned  and 
ably  executed  expedition. 

But,  Sir«  it  is  not  only  in  this  quarter 
that  the  enemy  has  felt  the  effect  of  our 
operations  ;  in  a  most  important  expedi- 
tion we  h?ve  acquired  in  another  part  of 
America,  a  security  to  our  possessions/and 
a  sufficient  barrier  against  any  future  ag- 
gressions of  the  Americans:  1  allude.  Sir, 
to  the  conquest  of  the  territory  between 
the  rivers  Penobscot  and  Passamaquaddy ; 
an  accession  of  territory  in  every  point  of 
view  most  important  to  Great  Britain, 
both  as-  a  military  frontier  to  Canada,  and 
a  powerful  naval  station,  which  will  enable 
us  to  maintain  a  superiority  in  the  Ameri- 
can seas,  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
our  possessions  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe. 
And  here.  Sir,  in  contemplating  these 
operations,  we  cannot  but  be  struck  with 
admiration  at  the  zeal  and  valour  of  his 
Majesty's  troops,  and  the  activity,  enter- 

{trize,  and  knowledge  displayed  by  their 
eaders;  and  however  I  may  be  deficient 
in  doing  justice  to  their  merits,  yet  I  am 
confident  that  this  House  and  the  country 
will  never  be  forgetful  of  services  of  such 
importance  and  of  such  an  arduous  nature, 
and  which  have  carried  the  fame  of  their 
country  to  a  height  unparalleled  in  the 
annals  of  warfare.  Your  eloquent  lan- 
guage. Sir,  has  taught  us  to  look  forward 
to  the  day  of  battle  as  to  the  day  of  vic- 
tory. But  in  the  fatality  of  human  occur- 
rences, our  congratulations  are  occasionally 
chequered  with  regrets  at  accompanying 
events;  and  if  at  any  time  we  may  be 
allowed  to  mingle  feelings  of  sorrow  with 
those  of  triumph,  it  is  when  the  successful 
career  of  early  ability  is  prematurely  ar- 
rested in  its  progress — when  we  have 
to  lament  the  fall  of  him,  whose  early 
exertions  in  the  service  of  his  country, 
whose  valour,  zeal,  and  abilityhad  endeared 
him  to  his  troops — instructing  them,  to 
use  your  eloquent  expression,  to  look  for- 
ward to  the  day  of  battle  as  to  the  day  of 
Tictory.  But  his  name  will  be  enrolled 
amongst  those  heroes  who  have  ornamented 
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the  page  of  our  history,  though  he  fell  at 
a  distance  from  his  native  country,  unwept 
by  those  who  loved  him ;  yet  the  most 
precious  tears  are  those  with  which  heavea 
bedews  the  unburied  head  of  a  soldier. 

Sir,  there  is  another  topic  in  his  Royal 
Highnesses  Speech  which  it  is  impossible 
to  overlook,  and  difficult  to  pass  over  in 
silence.  I  mean.  Sir,  the  allusion  to  the 
reverses  which  we  are  stated  to  have 
suffered  on  Lake  Champlain  ^  and  we  have 
been  so  long  accustomed  to  the  full  tide 
of  victory,  and  so  unused  to  any  thing  like 
check  in  our  military  operations,  that  the 
report  of  these  reverses  has  caused  a 
greater  sensation  of  surprise  throughout 
the  country  than  at  any  other  time  could 
have  happened.  But,  Sir,  as  yet  we  have 
no  information  of  the  particulars,  and  I 
cannot  give  implicit  confidence  to  the 
statements  of  the  American  government, 
which,  naturally  ^nxious  to  wipe  away 
the  disgrace  they  have  received  at  Wash* 
ington,  would  magnify  any  little  advan- 
tage into  an  affair  of  the  highest  import- 
ance. But  we  may  feel  confident,  how- 
ever they  may  boast  of  a  partial  success, 
that  the  troops  now  sent  out  will  retrieve 
any  loss  we  may  have  sustained,  and 
prove  that  those  laurels  which  have  been 
so  nobly  acquired  in  France,  will  not 
wither  in  America.  We  can  only  lament 
that,  from  the  late  political  circumstances 
in  Europe,  those  victorious  troops  could 
not  sooner  have  been  detached  to  sive  a 
favourable  turn  to  the  campaign  in  Upper 
Canada  ;  but  I  appeal  to  those  momentous 
events  then  transacting  in  France,  so  ma- 
terial to  the  vital  interests  of  Europe, 
whether  it  would  have  been  prudent  or 
safe  to  have  withdrawn  them  before  the 
signature  of  peace  had  released  us  from 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  our  positions 
in  that  country. 

In  the  general  review  of  the  course. of 
political  events  of  Europe,  one  of  the  most 
interesting  to  this  country,  is  the  meeting 
of  the  Congress  at  Vienna,  for  the  arrange- 
ment of  aSairs,  and  the  settlement  of  the 
respective  claims  or  pretensions  of  the 
different  powers  of  Europe.  The  ever- 
varying  circumstances  of  the  world,  after 
a  warfare  of  twenty  years  duration,  dis- 
tinguished as  it  was  by  such  violent  and 
flagrant  acts  of  dismemberment  and  usur- 
pation, must  necessarily  require  a  delibe- 
ration, a  firmness,  and  an  intelligence  to 
establish  that  balance  of  power  so  neces- 
sary to  the  tranquillity  of  Europe.  And 
if  there  are  any  persons  in  this  Huuse  who. 
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from  an  over-anxiety  to  terminate  the 
calamities  of  war^  could  have  wished  this 
arrangement  to  have  been  settled  at  the 
signing  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  I  will  beg 
them  to  reflect  for  a  moment,  whether  the 
period  when  the  minds  of  men  were  still 
inflamed  by  animosities,  was  the  proper . 
one  to  proceed  to  a  discussion  of  the 
several  interests  and  several  different 
po^^ers;  whether  they  could  then  have 
established  all  their  arrangements  on  a 
,  permanent  basis,  in  a  period  so  short,  and 
with  means  of  information  so  inadequate 
as  they  would  then  have  been  supplied 
with  ?  But,  Sir,  now  that  animosities  are 
forgotten,  and  a  true  cordiality  has  arisen 
in  the  breasts  of  all  the  powers,  we  may 
look  forward  with  confidence  to  a  full,  fair, 
and  impartial  consideration  of  the  im- 
portant interests  of  Europe ;  we  may 
repose  satisfied  in  the  result  of  their  deli- 
berations, as  arising  from  the  dictates  of 
reason,  and  not  the  offspring  of  hurry  and 
precipitancy.  With  regard  to  the  internal 
situation  of  the  country,  J  cannot  but  agree 
with  the  noble  lord  in  congratulating  the 
House  upon  that  part  of  his  Royal  High- 
nesses Speech  which  allpdes  to  the  increase 
of  the  revenues. 

Sir,  as  the  great  power  of  all  countries 
necessarily  arises  from  the  extent  of  their 
resources,  I  cannot  but  join  the  noble  lord 
in  congratulating  the  House  on  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  revenues— a  circumstance 
which  reflects  the  highest  credit  on  the 
order,  regularity,  arrangement,  and  the 
excellent  management  of  every  depart* 
nent  of  that  complicated  system.  That 
arrears  of  great  extent  should  exist  after  a 
war  of  such  unprecedented  duration,  at- 
tended with  such  an  enormous  expenditure, 
cannot  but  be  a  matter  of  surprise  to  any 
one  ;  but  it  must  be  a  subject  of  congratu- 
lation, that  the  faith  of  government  has 
always  been  thought  inviolable  with  the 
public  creditor;  that  the  resources  of  the 
country  have  not  only  equalled  its  exigent 
ctes,  but  likewise  have  enabled  the  go- 
Teinment  to  stretch  forth  a  protecting 
hand  in  assisting  the  nations  of  the  conti- 
nent* to  successfully  oppose  the  gigantic 
power  which  threatened  the  peace,  the 
liberties,  and  the  independence  of  Europe. 
And  if  we  look  around  as,  and  compare 
our  revenues  with  those  of  the  other  na- 
tions of  Europe,  we  shall  be  perfectly 
satisfied  that  we  owe  our  superiority,  in  a 
great  measure^  to  the  freedom  of  our 
government  and  the  blessings  of  our  con- 
stitution.    As  the  resources  of  the  king- 


The  Prince  Regent's  Speech 


[40 


dom  originate,  in  a  great  degree,  from  oor 
commerce,  its  commercial  prosperity  and 
regulations  should  be  a  subject  of  serious 
deliberation  and  great  importance.  The 
various  fluctuations  to  which  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  ihe  times  have  subjected  all  com- 
mercial affairs,  during  a  war  particularly 
levelled  at  our  commercial  prosperity, 
must  necessarily  have  created  difficulties 
in  all  our  establishments,  and  occasional 
interruptions  in  all  our  manufactories. 
The  difficulties^  however,  are  gradually 
subsiding,  and  commerce  has  once  more 
began  to  resume  its  former  importance. 
Those  monuments  of  ability  which  exisi 
in  all  our  manufactories,  and  those  combi- 
nations of  science,  capital,  and  iudastry, 
which  have  rendered  our  commerce  the 
envy  and  admiration  of  the  world,  are 
established  on  a  basis  too  permanent  not 
to  insure  their  prosperity  with  the  increas- 
ing tranquillity  of  Europe. 

After  a  short  pause,  the  Speaker  was 
proceeding  toi  put  the  question,  when 

Mr.  Whitbread  rose  and  said,  that  as  no 
other  member  seemed  disposed  to  make 
any  remarks  on  the  Address  which  had 
just  been  moved  by  the  noble  lord,  he  felt 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  trouble  the  House 
with  some  observations  on  the  Address; 
and  as  preliminary  to  doing  so,  to  express 
his  surprize  that  neither  from  any  thing  in 
the  Speech  itself,  nor  from  the  mouths  of 
any  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  who  were 
members  of  that  House,  had  they  learnt 
the  reason  for  calling  parliament  together 
at  so  early  a  period.  The  House  had,  in- 
deed, been  told  of  the  necessity  of  making 
great  exertions,  as  well  as  of  providing  for 
the  arrears  of  our  military  expenditure  on 
the  continent :  but  thes6  were  circum- 
stances which  could  not  have  been  un- 
known to  the  directors  of  our  finances  at 
the  end  of  the  last  session ;  they  could  not 
have  been  unknown  to  the  right  hon; 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer ;  they 
could  not  have  been  unknown  to  the  no- 
ble lord  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury.  For 
one,  he  did  conceive  that  parliament, 
during  the  last  session,  in  contemplating 
both  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  payment  of  those  arrears  which 
every  child  must  have  known  had  accu- 
mulated, had  provi(Ved  for  a  period  hx 
extending  beyond  the  present.  At  least, 
therefore,  it  was  to  be  supposed  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  and  his  colleagaea 
would  have  recommended  the  insertion  in 
the  Speech  of  some  paragraph  explaining 
Ihe  cause  of  the  fiilare  of  tneir  nnancial 
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expectations.  It  was  true,  that  rumour 
bad  loudly  announced  the  blunders  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  finance.  The 
funds  had  experienced  a  depression,  from 
the  public  expectation  that  the  necessity 
for  a  new  loan  would  be  announced  on 
the  meeting  of  parliament;  but  during 
the  whole  of  the  past  time,  and  up  to  the 
present  period,  no  explicit  declaration  had 
been  made  on  the  subject ;  and  it  might 
be  that  even  the  humble  individual  who 
was  then  speaking,  would  be  unable  to 
extract  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  or 
from  his  new  assistants,  or  from  his  old 
colleagues,  any  satisfactory  information 
with  respect  to  it.  Unquestionably,  the 
anticipations  of  the  public  as  to  the  finan* 
cial  projects  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
were  any  thing  but  exhilarating ;  and  it 
was  expected  that  it  would  be  announced 
what  money  considerations  (for  notwith- 
standing the  silence  of  the  Speech,  he  was 
convinced  that  money  considerations  were 
the  real  cause  of  their  assembling)  had 
occasioned  the  convening  of  parliament  at 
10  early  a  period.  Before  they  parted, 
however,  that  evening,  he  did  hope  that 
the  decorum  due  towards  that  assembly 
by  which  the  money  of  the  people  was 
voted,  would  induce  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man to  say  if  money  was  actually  wanted, 
and  if  so,  for  what  purpose  ? 

There  were,  he  said,  other  questions  of  a 
public  nature,  which  every  observer  of 
passing  events  must  see  the  necessity  on 
the  part  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  of 
answering :  there  were  topics  in  the 
Speech  and  in  the  Address,  to  which, 
notvrithstanding  the  moderation  of  the  no- 
ble lord  who  had  moved,  and  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  seconded  the  Ad- 
dreu,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  agree. 
Brought  back  to  the  ancient  discussion, 
whether  or  not  the  provocation  to  war 
bad  been  given  to  this  country  by  Ame- 
rica, parliament  were  now  called  upon  to 
vote  that  the  whole  evil  of  the  present  con- 
teat  was  attributable  to  that  country ;  and 
that  Great  Britain  had  no  blame  whatever 
in  originating  a  destructive  war,  which 
pressed  hard  upon  our  finances,  which  in- 
vaded the  sacred  rights  of  humanity,  and 
which  filled  with  sorrow  all  the  lovers  of 
freedom,  who  saw  two^frce  nations  thus 
committed  to  implacable  hostility.  He 
would  not  repeal  all  he  had  so  often  as- 
serted in  parliament  on  that  subject ;  but 
he  would  say,  thai  his  opinion  remained 
unchaaged  with  respect  to  the  cause  which 
had  produced  the  roptor^  and  he  mast, 


therefore  protest  against  that  clause  of  the 
Address  in  which  the  supposed  cause  was 
described.  The  real  cause  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  ;war  with  America  was 
to  be  found  in  the  weak  councils  of  this 
country. 

But,  setting  this  aside,  it  was  material 
to  consider  what  was  the  situation  of  this 
country  with  respect  to  America  at  the 
present  moment.  The  noble  lord  and  the 
hon.  gentleman  must  excuse  him,  if  he 
could  not  subscribe  to  the  justice  of  all 
thev  had  asserted  on  this  subject.  They 
had  brought  before  the  House  the  conduct 
of  the  contest  with  America :  the  noble 
lord  in  particular  had  assured  the  House 
(how  he  had  obtained  his  information,  or 
how  he  was  authorized  to  give  the  aiasur- 
ance,  he  (Mr.  W.),  would  not  enquire,  not 
wishing  to  press  hardly  upon  the  noble  lord, 
who  had  shewn  so  much  modesty),  that 
nothing  had  been  left  undone  by  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  and  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers,  to  bring  the  contest  with 
America  to  a  successful  termination. 
He  would  inquire  of  the  noble  lord,  he 
would  inquire  of  any  of  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters who  were  in  that  House,  what  waa 
the  grand  difficulty  at  present  in  the  way 
of  accommodation  ?  What  was  the  present 
cause  of  the  contest?  Before  paying  the 
price  of  the  battle,  it  was  fitting  that  the 
country  should  know  for  what  it  waa 
fought.  Adverting  to  the  Declaration 
issued  at  the  commencement  of  the  con- 
test, without  renewing  any  discussion  of 
the  character  of  that  Declaration,  he  would 
ask,  if  the  causes  therein  stated  for  the  war 
were  the  causes  which  at  present  existed  } 
Were  we  at  war  for  a  boundary  ?  Were 
we  at  war  for  the  impressment  of  seamen  ? 
Were  we  at  war  for  any  of  our  maritime 
rights  which  America  would  not  acknow- 
ledge ?  If  the  last,  had  those  rights  been 
distinctly  defined  at  the  congress  at  Ghent, 
and  had  we  expressed  a  disposition  to 
treat  with  America  on  that  subject,  as  we 
were  disposed  to  treat  with  the  powers  of 
Europe  ? 

The  noble  lord  had  referred  to  the  whole 
of  the  correspondence  which  had  taken 
place,  before  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  between  our  foreign  office  and  the 
American  minister,  for  proof  of  the  pacific 
disposition  of  Great  Britain  towards  Ame- 
rica. In  that  part  of  the  correspondence 
which  had  been  carried  on  by  a  right  hon* 
gentleman,  whom  he  was  astonished  not 
to  see  in  his  place  in  that  House  (Mr. 
Canning},  so  far  from  there  being  any 


43]      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

thing  of  a  paciBc  tendency,  it  appeared 
to  him.  aa  he  had  often  told  that  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  bis  face  (he  wished  he  could 
do  80  again  that  evening),  that  it  was  any 
thing  but  pacific.  He  repeated  his  asto- 
nishmenty  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to 
whom  he  had  just  alluded,  was  not  in  his 
place  on  the  present  occasion.  Nothing 
that  took  place  in  life  ought  to  excite 
ama;sement — much  less  that  took  place  in 
political  life.  But  certainly  it  did  require^ 
in  the  first  place,  the  evidence  of  the 
Gazette,  announcing  the  appointment  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  by  the  Prince 
Hegent,  and  in  the  second  place  (for  the 
Gazette  alone  would  have  been  insufficient 
for  his  conviction]  his  personal  observation 
on  Friday  last,  that  the  top-sail  of  the  Le- 
viathan was  loose,  the  Blue  Peter  flying 
at  her  mast,  and  his  own  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  fact,  that  the  ambassador  and 
his  suite  were  actually  at  Portsmouth 
ready  to  embark,  to  convince  him  that  it 
was  possible  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  be  absent  from  the  House  on  that 
evening.  It  was  true  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  made  most  honourable 
amends  to  his  former  colleagues :  he  had 
condescended  to  take  a  situation  under 
those  with  whom  he  had  formerly  de- 
clared, on  account  of  their  insufficiency, 
that  he  did  not  think  fit  to  act.  If  he  ad- 
mired the  honourable  amends  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  his  excellency  tbe  am> 
bassador  to  the  court  of  Portugal  had  thus 
made  to  his  old  co^adjutors^  be  no  less  ad-- 
mired  the  selection  of  the  place,  by  the 
acceptance  of  which  that  object  was  ef- 
fected. Had  the  right  hon*  gentleman 
relieved  a  noble  lord  at  Vienna,  one  of  the 
number  whom  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
bad  denounced  as  incapable,  and  thus  en- 
abled that  noble  lord  to  return  to  tbe  de- 
fence of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
in  parliament,  he  should  very  much  have 
regretted  tbe  circumstance,  as  be  still  held 
the  opinion  he  had  always  entertained  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  diplomatic 
talents.  Had  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
been  deputed  to  the  ^Congress  at  Ghent, 
tbe  mission  would  have  been  equally  un- 
satisfactory to  him,  for  tbe  same  reason. 
But  to  send  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to 
the  court  of  Portugal,  where  there,  was 
nothing  to  be  done,  and  where,  therefore, 
he  could  do  no  harm,  was  in  his  opinion 
one  of  the  happiest  thoughts  that  ever  oc- 
curred to  any  government  (a  laugh).  Tbe 
right  hon  gentleman  would  enjoy  abun- 
dant leisure.    It  was  probable  that  the 
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Prince  Regent  of  Portugal  would  not  re* 
turn  from  tbe  Brazils  for  many  months, 
(perhaps  it  might  be  years).  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  might  employ  himself  in 
revising  his  early  productions  in  tbe  Anti- 
jacobin,  or  in  producing  a  poem  which 
should  rival  the  celebrated  work  of  Ca- 
moens,  or  in  con\piiiug  the  memoirs  of  his 
day«  after  tbe  fashion  of  Buonaparte  or 
Bubb  Doddington  (a  laugh).  But  he  was 
bound  to  inquire  wherefore  it  was  neces- 
sary to  have  an  ambassador  at  the  court  of 
Portugal  ?  No  ambassador  had  been  &ent 
thither  for  a  century.  As  he  had  been 
told,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself, 
when  in  office,  had  declared,  on  a  similar 
proposition  having  been  made,  that  such 
would  be  an  improper  appointment.  But 
it  would  not  at  all  have  displeased  him 
that  the  former  colleagues  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  should  give  him  all  tbe 
*  stipend  that  he  desired,  were  it  not  that  it 
was  to  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  pub- 
lic. To  all  the  honours  and  distinction 
which  could  be  lavished  upon  him.  He 
would  freely  consent  ;  nay,  he  hoped  the 
report  was  true,  that  the  Red  Ribbond  was 
to  be  given  to  the  ambassador;  it  was  a 
pity  the  ministers  should  not  adorn  the 
victim  who  had  so  gratuitously  ofiered 
himself  at  their  shrine.  Thus  tempted, 
the  right  hop.  gentleman  had  quitted  the 
country,  leaving  all  the  great  questions  in 
which  be  had  so  deeply  interested  himself, 
to  bands  to  whom  he  supposed  they  could 
be  safely  confided.  The  bullion  question, 
he  presumed,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
consigned  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer ;  the  Catholic  question  to  the  earl  of 
Liverpool ;  and  all  the  minor  questions  to 
his  ancient  and  respected  friends  composing 
the  Sidmouth  part  of  the  administration. 

The  noble  lord  and  tbe  hon.  gentleman 
who  moved  and  seconded  the  Address, 
had  dwelt  with  much  satisfaction  on  the 
conduct  of  the  war  in  America,  and  with 
a  very  proper  feeling  had  lamented  the 
death  of  the  hero  whom  we  had  there  Tost. 
There  was  not  a  man  in  the  empire  who 
must  not  deeply  lament  the  fate  of  the 

? pliant  Ross— not,  indeed,  for  his  own  sake, 
or  he  died  heroically  ;  but  for  the  sake  of 
his  country,  who  had  loAt  an  intrepid  hero; 
and  for  his  family,  who  were  thereby  be- 
reft of  the  dearest  object  of  their  aflec- 
tions.  But  his  was  not  the  only  grave 
over  which  our  tears  must  be  shed  :  we 
had  also  to  regret  the  loss  of  a  Drummond, 
and  of  a  Parker,  who  died  cheering  and 
animating  his  men  to  the  advance^  even 
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afler  a  mortal  wobnd  had  arrested  the 
ardent  spirit  of  his  heroism,  (hear,  hear). 
But  if  fhu«;e  who  thought  the  war  in  Ame- 
rica had  been  ably  conducted  lamented 
these  occurrences,  how  much  more  poig- 
nant roust  be  the  grief  of  those  who 
thought,  with  him,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
administration,  and  particularly  of  .the 
Admiralty,  with  respect  to  the  war,  ap- 
peared prima  facie  to  be  such  as  to  demand 
the  most  serious  investigation  I  In  com- 
mon with  the  whole  commercial  world,  he 
arraigned  the  conduct  of  the  naval  war  in 
America.  He  wished  that  any  of  the 
lords  of  the  Admiralty  who  had  seats  in 
that  House,  or  the  hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty,  who  represented  them  all,  or 
any  other  person,  would  explain  how  it 
happened,  that  with  so  many  British  pen* 
nants  floating^  in  every  sea,  so  little  pro- 
tection was  afforded  to  British  trade  ;  and 
that  with  a  blockade  which  had  been  pro- 
claimed to  be  so  strict,  shoals  of  American 
privateers  were  enabled  to  come  from 
crrery  port,  and  to  rifle  the  ocean  unchas- 
tised  ?  Had  our  navy  become  so  de- 
based, so  powerless,  that  having  all  other 
occapation  off  their  hands— having  no- 
thing else  to  do  in  the  north,  in  the  south, 
in  the  east,  in  the  west,  they  were  unable 
to  cope  with  an  American  flotilla  }  Not 
only  bad  we  lost  our  ships  of  war,  but 
thousands  of  our  vesels  of  commerce.  Re- 
monstrance upon  remonstrance  had  been 
made  to  the  Admiralty  by  the  merchants 
on  the  subject,  and  nothing  had  been  re- 
turned bat  the  cold,  dry  answer,  that  the 
protection  afibrded  was  sufficient!  The 
condnct  of  the  naval  administration  with 
respect  to  the  lakes,  required  a  full  ex- 
planation. How  was  it  that  they  had  pot 
provided  a  force  capable  of  coping  with 
the  enemy  ?  Had  they  been  so  childish  (as 
it  was  reported)  as  to  send  out  a  frigate  in 
disjointed  frames  to  Quebec,  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  it  might  be  transmitted  with 
facility  up  the  Rapid,  to  aid  our  naval  ex- 
ertions on  the  lakes  }  But  they  were 
liable  to  a  graver  charge— to  the  charge 
of  having  exposed  a  gallant  officer,  desti* 
tote  of  the  proper  means  of  eflecting  his 
object,  to  the  necessity  of  making  a  des* 
perate  efibrt  with  the  flotilla  under  his 
command,  which  that  destitution  rendered 
abortive.  In  the  general  indisposition  to 
attend  to  American  news  (although  unfor- 
tunately  that  news  began  to  be  but  too 
obtrusive)  it  might  not  be  generally 
known,  that  in  February  last  a  court-mar- 
tial sat  on  captain  Barclayi  in  consequence 


of  a  letter  from  air  Jamea  Yeo^  which 
court- martial  determined  that  captain 
Barclay  was  perfectly  justified  in  the  at- 
tack which  he  bad  made,  and  which  had 
failed  from  the  want  of  a  sufficient  force  both 
in  ships  and  in  crews,  and  folly  and  honour- 
ably acquitted  captain  Barclay.  NoWj 
either  sir  James  Yeo  was  to  blame  for  not 
affi)rding  those  succours  to  captain  Barclay, 
which  were  necessary  for  the  success  of 
his  enterprize,  or  those  were  to  blame  who 
had  neglected  to  supply  sir  James  Yeo 
with  the  means  which  would  have  enabled 
him  to  afford  captain  Barclay  those  suc- 
cours. The  court-martial  sat  in  February 
last.  Had  any  steps  been  taken  to  obtain 
from  sir  James  Yeo  an  explanation  of  hia 
conduct  ?  If  not,  was  it  not  a  tacit  acknow- 
ledgement on  the  part  of  the  naval  admi- 
nistration of  the  country,  that  the  blame 
rested  with  themselves  ? 

He  would  next  advert  to  our  late  serious 
failure  on  the  lakes.  He  knew  that  great 
error  was  imputed  to  a  gallant  officer,  sir 
George  Prevost,  on  that  occasion.  But 
he  would  desire  those  who  always  ex- 
pected miracles  from  our  officers,  because 
they  had  so  frequently  performed  them, 
to  suspend  their  judgment  until  it  should 
be  ascertained  whether  sir  George  Prevost 
had  or  had  not  done  all  that  it  was  pos- 
sible for  him  to  do.  The  noble  lord  and 
hon.  gentleman  had  congratulated  the 
country  on  the  glory  and  secority  involved 
in  our  acquisitions  on  the  Penobscot.  '  He 
could  not  see  how  these  acquisitions  facili- 
tated the  attainment  of  the  objects  of  the 
war ;  he  could  not  see  how  they  rendered 
Canada  more  safe,  or  how  they  were  calcu- 
lated to  hasten  tbe  termination  of  hostilities. 
As  to  the  boundary  alluded  to  by  the  noble 
lord,  it  was  the  watch-word  for  tbe  firm 
co-operation  of  the  United  States  against 
us;  it  ought  not  to  be  introduced  into  our 
negociation ;  and  if  introduced  and  per- 
sisted in,  the  prolongation  of  our  hostili- 
ties with  America  might  he  indefinite. 
The  noble  \ota\  and  tbe  hon.  gentleman 
had  also  (echoing  the  Speech)  told  the 
House  that  the  fate  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington would  produce  a  strong  impression 
on  the  people,  favourable  to  the  termina- 
tion of* hostilities.  For  himself,  he  could 
not  but  lament  that  the  gallant  Ross  was 
obliged  to  concur  in  a  transaction  so  dis- 
cordant to  every  example, of  tbe  civilized 
world,  so  abhorrent  to  every  principle  of 
legitimate  warfare,  so  inconsistent  with 
the  free  and  generous  nation,  whose  offi- 
cers were  the  perpetrators  of  it,  and  so 
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detested  and  abhorred  by  all  who  re* 
spec^d  the  character  of  their  country  and 
the  cWil  rights  of  the  world.     A  very 
strong  impression  it  certainly  had  pro- 
duced :  it  had  conciliated   to  the  Ame- 
rican government  those  parts  of  the  United 
States  which  were  before  hostile  to  it :  it 
had  put  in  motion  battalions  of  militia 
which  before  were  not  allowed  to  march; 
it  had  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Madison  a 
weapon  which  he  had  not  before  possessed; 
it  had  annihilated  all  the  rumours  before 
in  chrcalation  of  a  disposition  to  separation 
on  the  part  of  some  of  the  states-— of  an 
approaching    internal   coQ?ul8ion>  which 
would  have  prevented  the  American  go- 
vernment from  continuing  the  war.— >It 
had  united  all :    it  had  made  determined 
opposition  to  England  a  common  interest. 
The  evidence  of  these  facts  was  before 
the  world.      It  was  to  be  found  in  all 
the  public  journals  that  came  from  that 
country  ;    it  was  to  be  heard  from  every 
one  who  arrived  from  it.    We  had  done 
what  the  Goths  refused  to  do  at   Rome, 
when  Belisarius  represented  to  them»  that 
to  preserve  works  of  elevated  art  was  an' 
act  of  wisdom,  but  that  to  destroy  them 
was  to  erect  a  monument  to  the  folly  of 
the  destroyers.     It  had  been  alleged  as  a 
justification  of  our  conduct,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans had  previously  been  guilty  of  some 
wanton  barbarities  in  a  vil(age  belonging 
to  us.     Mr.  Monro  had,  however,  stated, 
that  the  perpetrators  of  those  outrages  had 
been  called  to  account ;  that  one  of  them 
had  been  dismissed  from  the  American 
service  without  trial,  on  the  mere  notoriety 
of  his  misconduct  on  that  occasion.     But 
let  that  be  as  it  might,  was  it  worthy  of  a 
great  nation   to  destroy  the  monuments 
of  art— the  houses  of  legislature  in  a  rising 
capital— and,  contrary  to  all  the  usages  of 
war,  the  dwellings  of  private  persons  ?  To 
him  it  appeared  that  there  was  an  extraor- 
dinary mystery  connected  with  this  affair. 
Tqr  general  Ross  he  did  not  impute  any 
thing  ;    he  merely  executed  the  order<i 
which  he  had  received.    But  sir  Alexan* 
der  Cochrane  had  declared  that,  at  the  ex- 
press request  of  sir  George  Prevost,  and  in 
aid  of  him,  he   was  going  to  carry  on 
a  desolating  war — that  he  was  about  to 
war  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  in   consequence  of  the  atrocities 
which  had  been  committed  by.^the  Ameri- 
cans in  Canada.    It  behoved  sir  Alexander 
Cochrane  to  exhibit  the  orders  to  which 
he  had  alluded.     If  he  did  so,  it  would 
behove  sir  George  Prevost  to  explain  why 
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he  gave  orders  so  abhorrent  from  the  feel« 
ings  of  every   honourable  soldier ;    and 
why  he  required  sir  Alexander  Cochrane 
to  do  that  which,  in  his  own  declaration, 
he  stated  that  it  was  his  intention  not  to 
do.     Mark  the  dates.      On  the  20tb  of 
August    the  correspondence    took   place 
between  sir  Alexander  Cochrane  and  Mr. 
Monro.     On  the  30th  of  August  general 
Brisbane  passed  the  Canadian  frontier,  and 
issued  a   general    order,    enjoining    the 
strictest  discipline ;  forbidding  any  viola- 
tion of  public  property,  and  telliag  the 
inhabitants  that  the  war  was  directed.  Dot 
against  them,  but  against  their  government. 
With  these  orders  he  entered  the  enemy's 
territory.      On  the  2nd  of  September  sir 
George   Prevost    issued    a   proclamation 
breathing  exactly  the  same  sentimenu; 
assuring    the    Americans    that,    if    they 
remained  peaceably  at  home,  they  would 
not  be  molested  ;   and  that  if  any  of  the 
British    soldiers    should    violate    private 
property,  they  would  be  brought  to  con- 
dign punishment     Here  was  a  contrast ! 
sir  George  Prevost  making  war,  as  a  great 
commander  of.  a  great  nation :  sir  Alexan* 
der  Cochrane  (professing,  nevertheless,  to 
act  tinder  the  orders  of  sir  George  Prevost) 
in  the  same  month  carrying  fire,  sword, 
and  desolation  into  the  heart  of  America. 
All  this  required  to  be  unravelled.     And, 
after  sullying  the  British  name  by  our 
conduct  in  America,  what  had  we  gained? 
We  had  burnt  the  capital,  we  had  stolen 
the  President's  plate,  we  had  run  away 
with  the  tobacco  from    the   merchants' 
warehouses.     But  were  we  nearer  our  ob- 
ject P  if  so,  let  it  be  shewn.     In  any  case, 
the  conduct  of  the  war  in  America  de- 
manded serious  investigation.      He  was 
far  from  thinking  that  our  path  in  America 
was  so  smooth  as  the  noble  lord  had  repre- 
sented it  to  be.     The  Admiraitv  had,  in 
his  opinion,  been  deeply  culpable,  both 
for  the  way  in  which  they  had  deserted 
our  trade,  and  for  the  way  in  which  they 
bad  replied  to  the  re presenta lions  that  had 
been  made  to  them  on  the  subject.     But 
he   understood,  that,    during  the   whole 
summer,  the  attention  of  the  Admiralty 
had  been  engrossed  by  a  question  of  deep 
import  to  the  commuuity — of  a  complex 
nature ;  a  question  partly  civil  and  partly 
military.     It  appeared  that  a  civil  officer 
of  the  Admiraliy  had  insisted  on  a  salute 
from  a  sloop  of  war,  which  he  obtained, 
upon  his  own  personal  indemnity.      This 
grave  business  had  occasioned  much  serioua 
discussion :  it  had  occupied  the  Admiralt  j 
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for  a  considerable  time.  At  length  it  was 
settled  (  and  the  hon.  Secretary  to  the  Ad- 
miralty (Mr.  Croker)  was  directed  to 
reprimand  the  naval  officer  for  the  salute 
which  had  been  extorted  from  him.  This 
affair,  which  he  acknowledged  to  be  of 
coosi/ierable  magnitude,  having  been 
brought  to  a  termination,  he  trusted  the 
Admiralty  would  find  time  to  attend  to 
^  the  inferior  concerns  of  the  war.  If  they 
ihould  not  do  so,  he  trusted  that  parlia- 
ment would  take  up  the  question,  and 
determine,  that  those  who  appeared  to 
bave  neglected  their  duty  should  be  put 
on  their  trial  for  that  neglect ;  for  neither 
in  their  case,  any  more  than  in  that  of  sir 
George  Prevost,  would  he  have  guilt  pre- 
•umed*  until  ascertained  by  inquiry.  ; 

His  Royal  Highnesses  Speech  next  went 
on  to  notice  the  probable  result  of  the 
Congress  at  Vienna.  If  the  Speech  had 
not  mentioned  that  Congress,  he  did  not 
)cnow  whether  it  would  have  been  proper 
lor  him  to  animadvert  on  the  affairs  which 
were  to  be  there  considered.  He  was  not, 
however,  sorry,  that  an  opportunity  had 
been  afforded  to  him  to  state,  in  his  place, 
what  he  thought  and  felt  upon  c<>rtain 
points  connected  with  that  Congress— 
points  which  were  palpable  to  all  the 
world,  and  which  must  be  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  every  man  who  was  anxious 
for  the  freedom  of  Europe,  and  who  lookvd 
forward  to  see  it  secured  and  established 
by  the  w«se  policy  of  the  powers  assem- 
bled at  Vienna.  He  did  think,  and  he 
had  so  expressed  himseir,  that,  up  to  the 
conclunion  of  the  peace  of  Paris,  the  noble 
lord  who  acted  on  the  part  of  this  country, 
except  in  one  instance,  had  conducted 
himself  so  as  to  deserve  the  contidence  of 
that  House  and  of  the  country.  He  meant 
not  to  withdraw  or  to  recede  from  that 
declaration  now;  but  still  he  could  not 
shut  his  eyes  to  what  was  at  present 
passing  in  Europe.  Before  the  Congress 
met — ^before  the  last  session  of  parliament 
closed — he  expressed  his  surprise,  that  the 
allies  should  do  that  which  evidently  ran 
counter  to  their  own  declarations.  He 
expressed  his  astonishment,  that  Austria 
was  allowed  to  annex  some  of  the  Italian 
states  to  her  territory,  and  to  declare,  by 
her  governors,  that  these  were  to  be  lasting 
annexations.  He  observed  this,  and  other 
events  of  a  similar  description,  occurring 
in  Europe,  which  filled  him  with  dissatis- 
faction; which  made  him  augur  an  ill 
result  to  the  proceedings  in  the  Congress, 
«nd  occasioned  him  to  feel  great  appre- 
(VOL.  XXIX.) 


bensions  for  the  peace  of  the  continent* 
He  wished  the  allies  to  have  considered 
every  country  they  had  rescued  from  the 
dominion  of  the  enemy  as  the  property 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  not  that  of  the 
family  restored  to  the  throne.  He  had 
hoped,  that  the  misfortunes  endured  by 
those  who,  after  a  long  lapse  of  time,  had 
been  recalled  to  the  exercise  of  regal 
power,  would  have  mollified  their  feelings 
as  men  (for,  however  elevated  their  situa- 
tion, they  were  still  men),  and  he  could 
not  help  wondering,  however  incapable  or 
obstinate  they  had  been,  that  the  school 
of  misfortune  had  not  tausht  them  a  lessoa 
that  would  have  rendered  their  providen- 
tial restoration  beneficial  to  the  cause  of 
humanity.  But,  if  it  were  true  that  those 
who  were  termed  ancient  and  legitimate 
rulers  had  attempted,  when  restored,  to 
bear  down  and  destroy  the  good  which 
bad  grown  up  in  their  absence— if  it  were 
true  that  they  exerted  themselves  to 
cramp  and  paralyse  the  arts  and  sciences 
— if  it  w«*re  true  that  they  endeavoured  to 
put  out  of  the  heads  of  their  subjects  all 
recollection  that  there  was  such  a  thing  as 
freedom-— >was  it  not  to  be  apprehended, 
that  Much  measures  would  ultimately  recoil 
either  on  themselves  or  on  their  children  f 
What  was  to  bt*  expected  from  those  who 
informed  a  set  of  deputies,  dispatched  from 
the  republic  to  which  they  belonged,  to 
make  a  representation  of  their  situation, 
*'  that  republics  were  no  longer  in  fashion, 
and  that  room  must  be  made  for  those 
annexations  which  the  new  state  of  things 
rendered  necessary  ?•'  If  such  were  the 
sentiments  avowed  on  an  occasion  of  that 
kind  (and  he  believed  it  to  be  the  fact), 
freedom  must  either  be  driven  from  the 
world  altogether,  or  the  people  must  de- 
termine to  fight  for  it,  and  to  drive  into 
exile  those  who  would  trample  on  their 
rights  and  privileges;  In  confirmation  of 
the  truth  of  his  position,  he  had  adduced 
the  conduct  of  Germany  as  an  example. 
All  the  great  powers  of  Europe  ought  to 
shun  such  an  example ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  seemed  to  applaud  and  to 
follow  it  When  he  heard  it  asserted,  that 
Saxony,  in  the  most  imfeeling  and  insult- 
ing manner,  was  to  be  divided— 4hat  a 
great  portion  of  it  was  to  be  incorporated 
with  Prussia — that  such  a  power  was  no 
longer  to  be  suffered  to  remain  in  Ger- 
many, or  in  Europe — he  contemplated  it 
as  a  grievous  injury,  not  to  the  sovereign* 
for  that  was  a  secondary  consideration  ; 
but  to  the  people  of  a  country,  emphati* 
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cally  called  the  garden  of  Gemany  ;  not 
only  in  a  pbyticai,  bol  in  a  moral  sense ; 
fbr  it  did  not  alone  afford  sustenance  for 
tbe  support  of  life— -it  was  also  the  garden 
bf  the  human  mind.  It  was  there  that 
iheedom  of  religion  might  be  seen  in  its 
most  attract! 70  colours:  there,  the  sub- 
jects were  Catholics,  and  the  sovereign  a 
Protestant :  there  the  offices  of  state  were 
open  to  men  of  every  persuasion,  and  the 
affairs  of  goyernment  were  found  not  to 
be  impeded  by  the  adoption  of  this  liberal 
principle.  Saxony,  on  this  point,  shewed 
a  bright  example  to  states  of  greater  mag- 
nitude ;  and  it  was  melancholy  to  reflect, 
that  they  had  not  wisdom  enough  to  pur- 
sue it.  What,  he  would  ask,  had  the 
Elector,  or,  according  to  the  modem 
fkthion,  the  King  of  Saxony  done  ?  And 
iiere  it  should  be  recollected,  that  others, 
who  bad,  like  him,  been  make  Kings,  bad 
not  given  up  their  titles ;  but  he,  because 
he  was  the  last  who  adhered  to  Buona- 

?art6,  was  marked  out  for  vengeance, 
'russia  and  Austria  bad  both  marched' 
with  Buoiiap^rt6;  they  had  assisted  him 
ih  accomplishing  his  views,  and  did  not 
€(uit  fatm  until  his  reverftei  took  place. 
When  they  found  be  could  not  play  a 
itaccessfol  game,  they  left  him.  Bavaria 
and  Wirtemburg  remained  tme  to  bim  a 
little  longer  than  the  states  he  bad  just 
Jneationed,  and  they  still  continued  king- 
doms. He  doubted,  however,  whether 
the  allies  respected  them  the  more  fbr  tbe 
part  they  had  taken.  They  niust  all  re- 
member  the  speech  of  Philip,  who  de» 
clared, "  That  he  loved  the  treason,  but 
hated  the  traitor.''  Saxony,  however,  did 
not  abandon  Buonaparte  till  the  last  mo« 
ment.  Now,  whatever  opinions  might  be 
entertained  of  the  course  originally  adopted 
by  the  elector,  it  was  impossible  not  to 
fcel  a  little  for  a  man,  who,  in  tbe  latter 
part  oFthe  contest,  couM  not  help  himself: 
It  was  not  in  his  power  to  withdraw,  as 
Austria  and  Prussia  had  done ;  for  Buo- 
napart6  was  not  only  in  possession  of  bts 
capital,  but  of  his  person.  Yet  it  was  on 
that  ground,  and  that  ground  only,  that 
the  rights  of  the  Saxon  people  were  not  to 
be  attended  to.  He  only  spoke  as  he  was 
informed ;  and  he  would  boldly  declare. 
In  the  British  parliament,  the  only  place, 
perhaps,  in  the  world,  if  the  coalesced 
powers  continued  their  hostility  to  the 
promulgation  of  unfettered  opinion,  where 

Soblic  truths  would  ere  long  be  spoken, 
lat,  if  Saxony  were  treated  in  the  man* 
fter  be  bid  described^  and  as  wii  generally 
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rumoured,  it  would  be  as  unprincipled  a 
partition  as  any  the  world  ever  saw :  much 
so,  indeed,  as  the  partition  of  Poland.  And 
again,  let  it  be  fully  understood,  that  ibem 
were  many  perswis  who  ardently  wished  fee 
the  restoration  andfreedom  of  Poland  ;  nbc 
only  as  necessary  tb  the  preservation  of  tba 
peace  of  Europe,  but  as  a  debt  tKie  to*tbal 
much  oppressed  people.  Neither  should  it 
be  forgotten,  that  there  was  one  monarchy 
whose  interest  it  was,  more  than  that  oC 
any  other  potentate,  to  keep  'Poland  in  m 
state  of  dependence;  but  that  moanrch 
had  expressed  himself  willing  that  Poland 
should  be  Irestored-^that  it  shoalil  be  again 
erected  into  a  kingdom,  provided  the 
other  powers  desisted  from  their  'soheaaea 
of  aggrandizement  in  other  quarters* 
They  had  often  been  told  of  raonarcfas^ 
who  attempted  to  be  magnanimous  at  tina 
expense  of  others;  now  they  beard  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  who  was  ready  to 
agree  to  the  restoration  of  Poland,  if 
Austria  gave  -up  her  claims  upon  Italy» 
and  Prussia  abandoned  her  designa  ita 
Germany! 

But  an  extraordinary  fact  bad  lately 
tran'sprred,  wbi<;h  he  viewed  with  feelii^ 
of  the  deepest  regret.  It  was  an  act,  exe* 
cnted  after  the  peace  of  Pfeiris,  by  hia 
roy^l  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  in  tba 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty^ 
which,  in  his  opinion,  aiigufed  an  evil  rt^ 
suit  to  this  country.  He  alluded  to  the 
erection  of  Htoover  into  a  kingdom.  The 
honourable  gtotleman  who  seconded  the 
Address,  had  expatiated  at  some  length 
on  the  pleasure  which  his  Majesty  wooM 
feel,  were  he  restored  to  health,  on  find« 
ing  that  the  counsels  to  which  he  had 
always  adhered,  had,  during  hti  illnessy 
been  scrupulously  pursued.  Now,  on  the 
contrary,  it  struck  him,  that,  to  have  been 
mtide  a  khiff  of  Hanover,-after  the  manner 
end  stylo  6f  Buonaparte,  would  be  one  of 
those  things  from  which  hb  Majeaty,  if 
he  recovered,  would  not  derive  much 
pleasure ;  on  the  contrary,  he  thought  it 
would  be  very  apt  to  enrage  him;  for  he 
believed  that  excellent  person  never  had 
any  thing  more  at  heart  than  to  keep  oM 
Of  the  Buonaparte  iksbion ;  although  he 
now  was,  by  a  summary  process,  created 
king  of  Hanover;  and  that  by  the  Prince 
Regent  in  council.  But  it  was  said,  all 
the  other  electorates  are  ekfingeffhedt 
this  wes  the  reason  (and  it 'was  a  moat 
extraordinary  one)  given  for  tbe  Itltera* 
tion.  But  how  extinguished  ?  By  Boena* 
pait6«    By  whom  were  they  erects  inie 
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poffflr,  w«iOfartbrown»  no  propoaitioo  was 
inade^.  U|  the  new  kipg%  to  give  up  tb«ir 
recMitly  acquired  dtgnitiet.  Nonepfibem 
said,  «*  now  lai  ot  deiceod  from  thta  iaita 
laamiiiary ;  lot  ■•  bacoma  alector^  again. 
We  oogbl  to  pride  aoPicif  ea  an  tbe  an- 
tiquity oC  the  Hoaseaof  Bmntwick-Lanan- 
liargb  and  Hapeborgb,  and  keep  in  mind 
Ifae  fflofioiia  acbievomenta  of  oor.  aneea» 
lora.^'  "  No ;''  aava.lb^  Priaoa  Regent, 
^  I  vrpn'i  do  tbia ;  not  I.  will  dreu  qp  my 
liitber  like  one  of  tbeae  new-made  mo- 
^arcba ;  I  will  make  bim  king  of  Hano- 
ver.!'' (a  laagb.)  Ha  (Mr.  WUibread) 
ceriainly  wonid  not  wish  lo  dabrone  bis 
^li^esly.;  bot  he  waa.  saro  his  Maiatty 
would  egrae  in  opinion  with  bim,  tbat  tbis 
dignity  bad-  belter  been  spared.  It  was 
4iaterad<  in  tba  siata  docaoMnt  on  tbis 
wiUaet,  that  ibara  would  be  wbat  wia 
f^led  an  "  arrondifsement "  of  Hanover. 
ll^  be  felt  oonvincedt  tbat  sacb  a  mea- 
snra  would  be  likely  to  produce  more 
oauaes.of  war  tban  tboy  were  before  ob* 
noiuouf  to  from  tbat  quarter ;  and  many 
gaalbMntn  wesa  of  opinion,  that  England 
had.  freqnemly  been  inrolved  in  disputes 
oonnecied  wilb  the  possession  of  Hanover. 
Looking  at  the  aakject  kith  the  utmost 
ailealioo,  be  could  not  arotd  thinking  tbat 
this  act  of  the  Prince  Begent,  by  which 
bia  filher  was  made  a  king,  and  by  which 
Uanorer  wm  to  be  aggrandised,  would 
create  many  evil  consequences  to  tbis 
country. 

The  conduct  of  Austria,  as  it  was 
wsbispared  abroad,  would  probably  raieo 
no  dittculties  which  invoWed  the  honour 
of  this  country.  When  the  affiiirs  of  the 
aUiea  were  not  in  so  prosperous  a  state 
aa  they  afterwards  amumen,  they  looked 
ioi  assistance  fraaa  ovary  quarter.  Bar- 
aadotte  waa  allovfod  to  share  their  coon- 
oils,  and  to  aid  them  with  his  forces ;  and 
another  parMaaga,  whose  connection  with 
Bnennpafti  was  more  particular,  was  soli- 
cited for  km  co-operation.  It  was  not 
only  seliciied,  but  ha  was  credibly  in* 
formed  that  there  Was  at  present,  in  the 
hands  of  Bfumi,  a  sort  of  guarantee  for 
thepreservatieo  of  his  power,  tigned  by  a 
minister  of  tbia  coo^try^-whico,  if  vio- 
laled«  would  he  a  blot  on  the  honour  of 
the  natian.  The  nobleman  who  signed  it, 
wnnM  not,  he  area  nssarad,  brook  such  a 
▼iolation.  Bot  there  might  be  reasons  to 
induce  soma  of  the  aUied  powers  to  op- 
pose the  agreement.  Moracwasa  great 
mititary  dmractar,  and  bad  been  tba  inti- 


mete  friend  of  Boonapart6;  but  inde- 
pendent of  these  causes  of  dislike,  there 
were  others  that  might  excite  a  desire  lo 
deprive  bim  of  his  power.  It  was  said^ 
that,  aoder  his  government,  the  arts  were 
encoora^d,  a  reformation  of  the  lawa  had 
been  eflscted»  the  abominablo  system  of 
assassination  had  been  pat  down,  and  a 
great  degree  of  happiness  had  been  .introt 
dueed  aasongst  the  people.  Such  an  en« 
lightened  principle  of  government  must 
form  a  striking  contrast  with  tbat  darknem 
and  ignorance  in  which  some  other  mo« 
narchs  wished  to  plunge  their  subjects; 
and,  therefore,  it  might  be  deemed  pru« 
dent,  in  order  to  prevent  unpleasant  com* 
parisans,  to  remove  him  from  the  situation 
ne  now  filled.  It  was,  however,  impomihia 
for  any  power  to  pursue  its  own  petty 
purposes  in  luly,  and  at  the  ume  time  to 
indulge  a  reasonable  hope  that  othera 
woumT not  follow  the  same  principle  in  the 
most  coDvanient  quarter.  The  condoct 
of  thoee  who  looked  for  aggrandiaement 
might  indeed  he  such  as  to  compel  other 
powers  to  do  tbat,  which,  but  for  tb^ 
example,  they  would  have  coqsidctted 
mean  and  bese.  The  event  mtpht  finally 
he,  that  we  should  behokl  coming  out  it 
the  Congrem,  an  arrangeasant  so  formed 
as  to  provide  an  equipoise  amongst  the 
difierent  powers ;  but  one  of  lo  unequal 
a  natare,  as  to  induce  Franca  lo  ssabo  a 
struggle  to  renin  the  preponderance  she 
had  lost,  and  thus  plunge  tnts  country  tnio 
a  war  in  a  very  short  time.  Unkes  the 
noble  lord  who  appeared  on  behalf  oC 
this  country  coald  prevent  mch  a  term^ 
nation  of  ^afiairs  at  the  Oongrem,  all  thoir 
ezertians  had  been  made  to  comparatively 
little  purpose,  Thf  y  ouahi,  therefore,  to 
strengthen  the  hands  of  the  noble  lord  aa 
much  M  poMihle :  they  ounbt  to  declare 
distinctly  tbat  they  abhorred  those  parti* 
tions  and  aggrandisements  to  which  he 
had  alluded.  They  ought  to  be  equalljr 
anreserved  with  respect  to  another  great 
question,  the  final  extinction  and  abolition 
of  the  Shv^  Trade,  In  all  his  demanda 
on  that  sohject,  the  noble  lord  shook!  he 
supported  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  par* 
Kament  and  the  country.  It  ought  not 
to  escape  their  memory,  that  the  emperor 
of  Russia  had  declared  the  abolition  might 
have  been  eft^ed,  had  it  been  iosisted 
on:  and  that  he  would  have  8ttpp«»rted 
the  demand  with  all  bis  power  and  energy. 
Now,  ahhougb,  from  a  mituke  at  ttie 
time,  the  opinion  of  the  emperor  was  not 
eieariy  known*  or,  if  known^  was  not  acted 
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on,  yet  it  was  most  satisfactory  to  learD, 
that  a  personage  of  his  gre^t  consideration 
stiil  retained  the  same  sentiments  on  this 
most  interesting  subject. 

He  would  now  draw  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  another  quarter  of  the  world, 
lately  the  scene  of  a  sanguinary  struggle. 
After  the  treasure  expended,  the  blood 
lavished,  and  the  glory  gained^  in  the 
cause  of  freedom  on  the  peninsula,  who 
could  look  towards  Spain  without  feelings 
of  melancholy  regret  ?  Could  any  man 
behold  the  attempts  made  by  Ferdinand, 
to  blind  the  eyes  and  stop  the  ears  of  his 
subjects— to  degrade  the  best  and  bravest 
men  in  the  country,  whilst  those  traitors 
who  had  prostituted  themselves  before 
Buonaparte  and  bis  brother  Joseph  were 
honoured  and  rewarded-— who  could  see 
and  feel  this,  without  wishing  an  end  to 
it,  and  that  government  which  endeavour- 
ed to  inflict  such  misery  on  a  people,  by 
whose  firmness  and  perseverance  it  had 
been  re-established }  He  had  heard  it 
asserted,  that,  unless  Ferdinand  was  sup- 
ported by  money  from  Great  Britain,  it 
w^  impossible  for  him  to  subjugate  those 
subjects  by  whom  he  had  been  restored ; 
and  he  recollected  a  very  sensible  man 
expressing  a  hope,  that,  if  a  civil  war  took 
place  in  Spain,  the  people  of  this  country 
would  not  be  called  on  to  pay  both  sides, 
that  the  Spaniards  would  be  left  to  tight 
for  themselves,  and  that  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment would  not  be  armed  with  our 
money.  He  fervently  joined  in  the  wish. 
And  he  was  quite  sure,  if,  as  had  been 
said,  the  Spanish  government  was  unpopu- 
lar, and  nothing  but  our  money  could  keep 
it  alive,  that  the  people  of  this  country 
would  pot  consent  to  purchase  any  paltry 
advantage  at  the  expense  of  the  liberties  of 
the  people  of  Spain.  They  could  never 
endure  to  see  those  patriots  oppressed  who 
had  saved  Spain,  while  these  individuals 
were  fostered  and  protected  who  had  been 
her  worst  enemies.  It  was  a  most  melan- 
choly consideration  that  all  those  men 
were  exiles,  or  languishing  in  prisons,  who 
had  fought  for  the  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence 4)f  their  country.  O  that  this  could 
reach  Ferdinand's  ears !  O  that  he  could 
know  the  detestation  which  his  conduct  had 
excited  amongst  all  ranks  of  mankind ! 
iJVhat  was  his  treatment  of  the  deputies  of 
the  Cortes?  Merely  because  they  had 
filled  the  situation  of  deputies,  they  were 
plunged  into  the  dungeons  of  Madrid^*  or 
flurried  to  prisons  in  different  parts  of 
S^pain.    Feriltnand  had  then  offered  them  I 
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pardon,  if  they  would  acknowledge  crimes 
which  they  were  accused  of  comroittiog 
while  protecting  their  native  country.  To 
their  immortal  honour  and  glory  be  it 
spoken,  they  refused  the  pardon  thus  of- 
fered— they  were  unconscious  of  crime, 
except  it  was  criminal  to  oppose  an  in- 
vading enemy — and  they  threw  it  back  to 
the  monarch  with  indignation  i  Sooner 
would  they  permit  the  "flesh  to  be  torn 
from  their  limbs,  than  accept  a  pardon 
from  Ferdinand,  when  they  had  committed 
no  offence.  God  grant  them  courage  to 
endure  their  sufferings  1  He  knew  not 
that  any  of  them  had  been  pot  to  death, 
but  it  was  hanging  over  tfaenvand  ex« 
pected  by  them  every  moment.  They 
were  threatened,  under  the  revived  inqui- 
sition in  Spain,  with  a  cruel  death,  as  the 
reward  of  their  laborious  services !  One  of 
these  patriot  deputies  had  expired,  as  the 
guards  were  removing  him  from  his  bed 
to  a  dungeon.  He  was  an  old  and  infiroi 
man  ;  and,  before  he  could'  be  horned  to 
a  dungeon,  God  extended  his  mercy  to 
him,  and  freed  bim  from  bis  persecutors  ! 
Another  of  these  men,  who  had  rendered 
his  country  signal  benefits,  wras  arrested  in 
Paris ;  but,  greatly  to  the  honour  of  the 
French  government,  they  directed  him  to 
he  liberated ;  they  ordered  the  Spanish 
commissioner,  who  occassoned  the  arrest^ 
out  of  the  country;  and  they  dismissed 
from  his  situation,  the  officer  of  police  who 
had  obeyed  the  mandate  of  a  foreigner. 
Some  of  those  persons,  the  regenerators  of 
Spain,  the  opposers  of  Buonapart6,  had 
fled  for  refuge  to  this  country  :  several  of 
them  had  thrown  themselves  for  protection 
on  British  hospitality.  But  what  bad  the 
despotic  government  of  Spam  the  courage 
and  the  impudence  to  do  ?  They  had  ab- 
solutely made  a  demand  through  their 
diplomatic  agent  in  this  country,  thet 
those  persons  should  be  delivered  up  by 
this  government.  That  demand,  he  was 
happy  to  understand,  had  been  promptly 
and  honourably  rejected.  But  he  had 
heard  that  a  different  course  was  porsucid 
by  the  individual  commanding  in  Gibral- 
tar: two  Spaniards,  whose  names  were 
Corca  and  Puigsblanc,  had  taken  refuge 
there.  The  crime  of  the  one  was,  that  he 
had  written  against  the  inquisition  ;  but 
the  crime  of  the  other,  who  was  a  retired 
captain  of  infantry,  was  unknown  to  him- 
self, and  to  every  one  else.  A  demand 
was  made  that  these  two  men  should  be 
given  up.  A  body  of  Spanish  cavalry 
were  placed  near  the  lioes^-the  gates  wera 
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thrown  operii  the  fogiiiTes  were  obliged 
to  depart,  ond  were  iaimediately  made 
prisoners  by  the  Spanish  soldiery.  One 
of  them  was  now  in  prison  ;  the  other  had 
been  liberated.  The  circumstances  were 
stated  to  hi'm  by  an  eye-witness.  [The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  observed^  he 
bad  never  heard  of  the  matter  before.1 
If  gentlemen  opposite  had  not  before  heard 
of  the  transaciioflj  he  hoped,  now  it  was 
Slated  to  them,  that  they  would  inquire 
into  it.  He  made  the  •  statement  with 
confidence,  fortified  by  the  names  of  the 
parties,  and  with  the  assurance  that  full 
evidence  of  the  facts  could  be  adduced. 
If,  on  investigation^  it  appeared  to  be 
true,  those  who  had  conducted  themselves 
in  the  way  alleged  ought  to  be  severely  pn* 
niabed ;  if  the  itory  was  not  founded  in 
ftict,  they  ought  to  be  absolved  from 
b^e.  Before  he  sat  down,  he  wished  to 
know  distinctly,  whether  any  pecuniary 
assistance,  unknown  to  parliament,  had 
been  given  by  government  to  Ferdinand 
7,  to  support  him  in  those  despotic  efibrts 
which  he  was  hourly  making  ?  No  person 
could  travel  over  Spain,  after  the  glorious 
struggle  she  had  made,  and  not  feel  indig- 
nant at  beholding  the  renewal  of  religious 
bigotry,  and  of  civil  fury.  Who  could 
contemplate  the  restoration  of  the  inquisi- 
tion, and  the  oppression  exercised  over 
the  most  patriotic  characters,  without  the 
smallest  expostulation  from  any  neigh- 
bouring power,  and  not  feel  apprehensive 
that  the  result  of  the  present  Congress 
would  not  be  exactly  that  which  they 
had  hoped  r  The  observations  which  he 
had  now  delivered  were  called  for  by  the 
language  of  the  Address ;  and,  as  an  inde> 
pendent  member  of  parliament,  he  could 
not  permit  the  first  day  of  the  sewion  to 
pass  over,  without  troubling  the  House 
with  his  sentiments. 

The  Chaneeiior  qf  the  Exckeqmar,  after 
some  preliminary  observations,  stated,  that 
he  would  afibrd  some  explanation  in  an- 
swer to  the  hon.  gentleman  with  respect 
to  the  department  with  which  ha  bad  the 
bonoor  to  be  more  immediately  connected. 
The  hon.  gentleman  bad  asked  if  any 
pecuniary  auistance  had  been  given  to 
the  king  of  Spain,  to  assist  him  in  his 
despotic  measures?  He  did  not  think  it 
proper  in  him,  by  any  epithet,  to  express 
bis  applause  or  condemnation  of  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Spanish  government ;  but  in 
answer  to  the  question,  he  had  to  state, 
that  no  assistance  bad  been  given  to  that 
govornment  beyond  the   subsidy  which 


had  been  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  it  for 
the  Spanish  troops  furnished  in  the  late 
contest.  Nothing  beyond  this  had  beeir 
paid.  With  respect  to  the  two  Spanish 
gentlemen  who  had  been  given  up  by  the 
governor  of  Gibraltar,  the  matter  would 
be  inooired  into  and  ascertained,  he  hoped, 
in  a  tew  days,  when  an  explanation  could 
be  given.  As  to  that  part  of  the 
hon.  gentleman's  speech  which  related 
to  the  war  with  America,  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  enter  at  any  length  into  the 
causes  which  had  led  to  the  war,  as  they 
had  been  repeatedly  examined  by  the 
House,  which  had  declared,  that  the  war 
originated  in  a  most  unprovoked  aggression 
on  the  part  of  America.  The  Address 
stated  no  more  than  what  had  been  re* 
peatedly  declared  by  large  majorities  of 
that  House.  With  respect  to  that  part  of 
the  conduct  of  the  war  which  had  been 
stated  to  affect  the  honour  of  the  country, 
and  had  even  been  termed  by  the  hon.  gent, 
such  as  would  be  a  disgrace  to  Goths  and 
Vandals,  it  was  painful  to  be  obliged  to  de* 
fend  measures  which  went  beyond  ordinary 
hostility;  it  was  more  painful  for  the 
gallant  officers  who  had  been  under  the 
neceuity  of  carrying  these  measures  into 
execution.  It  was  no  less  true,  however, 
that  a  necessity  for  such  measures  some- 
times took  place ;  that  violence  could  only 
be  repressed  by  violence,  and  severity 
put  a  stop  to  by  corresponding  severity. 
If  the  American  armies,  when  ibey  gained 
any  advantage,  had  been  guilty  of  cruelty, 
we  were  justified  before  God  and  man  in 
the  exercise  of  measures  of  retaliation* 
If  the  hon.  gentleman  had  been  aware  of 
the  measures  which  provoked  the  retalia- 
tion, he  was  convinced  be  would  not  have 
spoken  of  them  in  the  terms  made  use  of 
by  him.  He  had  contrasted  the  character 
of  the  American  commanders  and  troops 
with  that  of  oOr  own,  and  endeavoured  to 
show,  that  on  the  part  of  the  Americans 
there  was  nothing  more  than  the  lawless 
excess  of  undisciplined  troops,  or  of  un« 
authorised  commandets.  But  he  would 
refer  the  hon.  gentleman  to  the  dispatch 
of  the  American  commander  himself,  who 
had  ordered  the  destruction  of  the  town  of 
Newark.  General  Green,  writing  an  of* 
ficial  letter  to  the  secretary  of  war  of 
America,  after  stating  that  though  he  had 
found  himself  in  danger  of  being  sur- 
rounded in  Fort  George,  that  a  council  of 
war  had  been  held,  and  that  in  consequence 
he  had  determined  on  evacuating  the  fort, 
went   OQ   to  say,  that  '  the  village  eif 
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Newark-  is  naw  in  fliMnts ;  the  few  remain* 
lag  inhabiianU  having  received  notice  of 
our  intention,  previously  left  the  place.' 
And  beaddedy  that  tht9  itep  had  been 
taken  by  him  in  ooniequence  of  the  views 
of  hit  excellency  diactoted  to  him  in  a 
prerioof  oommonication.  Some  days 
afterwards  he  stated,  that  he  bad  directed 
a  colonel  under  his  command  to  open  a  fire 
of  hot  shot  opoQ  the  place,  and  that  every 
house  was  redoced  to  ashes*  The  enemy, 
lie  added»  were  esasperatad,  and  in  their 
advance  into  the  American  territories 
ivoold  probably  endeavoor  to  retalia^* 
These  things  took  place  on  the  10th  and 
IStb  of  December,  1$  1 3^  and  the  miser* 
able  inhabitants  were  drit>en  oot,  without 
defence  or  sheltaK^  ejtposed  to  aU  tbe 
borrora  and  severity  of  a  Canadian  wintar» 
Tbis  was  a  most-  cxnel  and  a  most  wanton 
destruction  of  private  property.  Surely 
It  would  Boi  be  said>  that  public  pioperly 
ought  to  be  held  more  saorad  by  an 
enemy  than  private.  Again,  when,  the 
American  army  took  poaiessiaQ  of  York, 
Ibe  capital  of  Upper  Canada*  in  Ma^, 
l81Sk  the  proceedings  adopted  by  them 
w«re  these :  m^or  Allen  stated  in  his  dis<* 
patch,  that  after  carrqring  Q0*  all  tba 
poblia  slorea»  and  effecting  the  destruction 
of  the  public  buildings,  the  troops  had 
embarked.  Here  they  had  destroyed  a 
capital,  for  be  it  remembered  that  York 
was  the  capital  of  Upper  Canada. 
Although  a  small  town«  it  was  a  capkaii 
•ad  among  other  public  and  private 
buildiogSk  the  boose  of  assembly  and 
the  house  of  the  governor  bad  been  burnt 
to  Ibe  ground.  If  anv  other  exampla 
were  wanting  to  show  the  malicH)us  spirit 
with  which  the  war  bad  been  carried  on 
by  the  Americans,  he  held  in  his  ha^ds  an 
accouAl  of  an  instaAce,  which  he  bad  no 
doubt  would,  completely  satisfy  the  House. 
If  any  establishment  was  less  likely  than 
anodier  to  provoke  the  ravages  of  war,  it 
was  the  sattleoBkent  of  the  Moravians,  who 
weie  ft  body  of  men  useful  and  inoffensive 
beyond  aU  others,  and  who  were  empkiyad 
•ofely  intbe  conversion  and  civiliaalloD  of 
the  Indians.  The  6tb  of  Octohec,  they 
aay,  was  to  them  a moM  painful  day.   Tbq 

CDC  missionaries  were  de^iTcd  ef  theia 
t  morsel  of  bread ;  their  patalees  mUl 
Hour  had  all  been  taken  from  tbem»  and 

Crtly  set  on  fire,  and  the  whoto  of  their 
ildiogs  consumed.  Here  was  a  most  un^ 
justifiable  attack  on  osefol  and  inoffensivo 
men,  whose  conduct  could  not  possibly 
have  proiokad  any  rataliatmn.    After  tho 
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documents  which  he  bad  read  to  the 
House,  they  would  not  surely  beanrpvisad 
that  sir  George  Prevost  had  called  on  nr 
Alexander  Cochrane  to  aid  him  in  onrry* 
ing  retaliatory  measures  into  efiifct.  Sir 
George  Prevost,  in  his  letter  to  sir  Alex* 
ander  Cochrane,  which  was  dated  the  3rd 
of  August,  1814,  stated  these  evratato  bn 
so  disgra^ul  to  the  Amerioan  chafoeler, 
and  to  differ  so  completely  from  tbw 
example  he  had  set  them,  as  to  call  for  % 
9»^%ie  retaliation* — Having  stated  thia 
much  in  vindication  of  the  national  hononr, 
he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  to  observe^ 
that  h«  deprecated^  as  much  as  any  men 
the  oentinnance  of  hostilities  between  the 
two  countries,  and  especially  theiri  eon« 
tinuaoce.  in  a  spirit  of  savage  exasper^* 
tion.  It  waa  America,  however,  which 
had  set  the  example.  The  Americana 
had  themselves,  in  the  case  of  Mie  mking 
their  capital,  and  en  other  >  oeoasiott%  nc» 
knewledged  the  lenity,  of  onr  cendoct  to 
indiwiduds ;  and  that*  the  only  pillaffo 
whiob  took  pleoe  was  bji  their  own  people. 
The  hen.  gentleman,.with. Deference  \tk  tho 
war  in  America,  had  attacked  one  braoeb^ 
the  beard  of  Admiralty,  in  a  particular 
manner.  The  hon«  gentlemait  had  stated. 
that  there,  was  no  protection  to  the  British 
flag;  that  the  American  privateem  pur* 
SUM  their  course  ondistosbed;  and  that 
the  whole  of  our  trade  was  destroyed.  If 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  said  that  tho 
whole  of  the  American  trade  was  ruined, 
he  should  have  better  understood  him ; 
but  when  he  said  that  our  own  trade  waa 
destroyed,  the  hon«  gentleman  would  have 
the  inhabitants  of  this  town  to  refuse  to 
believe  their  own  eyesb  The  residt  of  an 
accurate  inquiry  into  the  subject  was,  that 
we  had  lost  about  200  merchant  ships  in 
the  ceufse  of  the  present  year.  Of  these 
Tessels  so  lost,  not  one  had  been  taken 
under  convoy  ;  and  all  of  them  had  either 
been  forced  to  part  by  stress  of  weather, 
or  had  escaped  from  convoy  for  the  sake 
eC  arriving  earlier  at  market.  But  let  us 
owaaider  the  loss  of  onr  merchants  at  pre- 
iWU,  and  contrast  it  with  what  bad*  taken 
place  at  a  former  period  bearing  a  re* 
semblance  to  it  If  we  selected  one  year 
under  the  ednunistration  of  load  Chatham, 
the  veav  ITdly  when  the  French  navy  waa 
lataUy  destroyed  and  the  Spanish  waa  net 
employed  against  us^  it  would  be  (bund 
that  in  that  one  year  the  French  pri« 
veteers'  look  800  of  onr  ships.  The  whole 
of  our  tonnage  at  that  period  only 
aoaonnted  to #86,000;  whereas  at  present 
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it  «zeeedad  11,0OO,OOO.  Hie  depredations 
of  Prince,  at  a  period  when  no  one 
thoQgbt  of  co<nplaifiinff,  occeironed  a 
lots  to  the  country  wnich.  taldog  the 
compaiatiTe  aaionnt  of  tonnage  into 
cottttderation^  was  equal  to  the  capture  of 
2l,fOO  shipe  at  present.  It  bad  been  said 
by  the  hon.  gentlemao,  that  the  American 
prifmteers  were  onchastised.  J>low,  what 
was  the  hci}  There  had  been  taken 
from  the  Americans  in  all  857  ships  of  war 
and  prirateers;  of  these  $B  were  gorem- 
ment  fesseb.  and  199pri?ateers»  and  above 
1,000  merchantmen.  We  had,  besides, 
Blade  prisoners  about  dO,OOOof  their  sailors. 
As  the  floorishing  state  of  onr  rerenue 
was  mentioned  both  in  the  SpeecS  and  in 
she  Address,  it  would  no  doubt  be  ex* 
pected  that  he  should  give  some  state- 
ment lo  justify  that  assertion.  He  would 
do  it,  by  giving  a  comparative  view  of  the 
produce  of  the  rerenoe  in  the  two  last 
years.  In  the  quarter  ending  on  the  10th 
of  October,  18 IS,  it  had  amounted  to 
1 8,58 1 ,21 8f.  In  the  same  quarter  of  the 
present  year,  to  19,086,985/.  The  re* 
venue  of  the  whole  year  ending  in  Octo* 
ber,  1813,  was  00,876,652/. :  that  of  the 
present  year,  ending  in  October  last, 
65,461^864/.  which  proved  an  increase  in 
the  last  year  of  two  millions  and  about 
600,000/L  The  receipts  at  the  customs 
in  1815  were  10,157,221/:;  in  181^, 
10,215,1741.  The  excise  in  1815  had 
prosluced  22,560,159/.;  and  in  1814, 
24,154,549/L  He  would  not  trouble  the 
House  with  other  details  of  this  nature  on 
the  present  occasion,  but  would  proceed 
to  snow  the  process  of  our  trade  since 
the  year  1812.  The  returns  for  the  pre- 
sent year  were  not  completely  made  out 
for  every  part  of  the  country ;  be  would, 
therefore,  only  notice  those  of  the  port 
of  London,  which  were  the  most  perfect. 
The  value  of  the  exports  from  that  port  to 
Europe  for  three  quarters  of  a  year 
were:^in  1812,  11,446,000/.;  in  1815, 
1 8,9 1 6,000/. ;  in  1 8 1 4, 26,828,000/.  So  that 
the  year  1814  almost  doubled  the  amount 
of  exports  in  1 8 1 2.  It  might  be  said,  why, 
since  the  revenue  was  so  floorishing, 
should  money  be  wanted  }  It  was  natural 
to  suppose  that  the  want  of  money  was 
one  or  the  reasons  that  had  occasioned 
the  eariy  meeting  of  parliament,  and  that 
want  sprung  from  the  arrears  of  1818  and 
1814,  which  remained  to  be  paid.  The 
necessity  of  providing  for  the  Kquidation 
of  these  had  occurred  at  an  earlier  period 
Umb  was  expected,    it  ch'tefly  proceeded 


from  this^  that  circumstances  had  atfaen 
which  had  led  ministers  to  apply  nearly 
the  whole  vote  of  credit  intended  for 
the  army,  to  the  service  of  the  navy. 
This  had  been  found  necessary  principally 
because  the  amount  of  wages  doe  to  sea* 
men  who  had  been  prisoners  and  were 
now  returned,  had  far  exceeded  the  caU 
cuiation  that  had  been  made.  On  thai 
account,  as  well  as  the  expence  of  our 
forces  in  the  Netherlands,  the  army 
arrears  were  considerable.— He  bad  only 
taken  up  the  points  which  he  thought 
required  explanation  at  this  period,  and 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  was  not 
satisfied,  he  really  did  not  know  what 
he  could  say  more  for  his  gratification. 
Tlie  hon.  gentleman,  however,  had  com- 
mented on  the  proceedings  of  the  Prince 
Regent  in  altering  the  title  of  elector  of 
Hanover  into  that  of  king.  For  any  pro« 
ceedings  of  his  Majesty  as  elector  of 
Hanover,  the  British  ministry  could  not 
be  responsible,  as  the  two  governments 
were  absolutely  distinct  and  independent 
of  each  other.  He  was,  however,  bound 
to  state,  that  it  vras  not  any  vain  wish  to 
enjoy  a  higher  title,  or  to  encircle  hisbrowa 
with  another  crown,  which  had  led  the 
Prince  Regent,  acting  on  the  behalf  of  the 
elector  of  Hanover,  to  assume  the  royal 
dignity.  That  step  had  been  recom* 
mended  and  desired  by  the  great  powers 
assembled  at  the  Congress,  as  tenaing  to 
perfect  that  system  of  internal  government 
for  Germany  which  they  were  desirous  of 
establishing,  in  order  to  secure  the  peace 
and  hsppiness  of  that  country  and  of 
Europe.  The  electorate  of  Hanover  had 
been  the  only  one  of  the  ancient  elec* 
torates  remaining,  and  when  the  empire 
ceased  to  be  elective,  the  functions  of  the 
electors  expired,  and  their  title  became 
unmeaning.  Whether  they  should  then 
take  the  name  of  king,  of  grand  duke,  or 
any  other,  depended  only  on  themselves. 
The  electorate  would  neither  be  increased 
nor  curtailed  in  point  of  territory,  in  con« 
sequence  of  the  alteration,  and  the  assump- 
tion of  an  empty  title  could  in  no  way 
afiect  this  country. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  reverted 
to  the  contest  in  Canada,  and  expressed 
his  hopes,  that  the  House  would  wait  fbr 
the  justification  of  sir  George  Frevost^s 
conduct  before  they  pronounced  a  de- 
cided opinion.  To  judge  him  without 
other  evidence  than  that  now  posaessed, 
would  be  an  unjust  proceeding.  The 
hon.  gentleman  who  had  taken  op  the 
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matter  had,  bowever,  done  it  in  a  manner 
that  cast  rather  an  unfair  imputation  on 
'Others.  He  had  rightly  stated  the  ho- 
nourable acquittal  uf  captain  Barclay  by 
the  court-martial  held  upon  him«  but  he 
ought  not  to  have  made  it  a  ground  for 
aspersing  the  character  of  another  officer. 
On  the  subjects  which  he  had  mentioned, 
the  hon.  gentleman  would  be  at  liberty 
to  bring  forward  on  a  future  occasion  any 
motion  he  pleased  ;  the  House  was  now 
only  called  upon  to  presf  nt  to  the  Prince 
Begent  those  general  professions  of  sup- 
port which  it  had  always  been  ready  to 
gi?e.  The  pre-eminence  of  the  country 
would  not  be  less  displayed  in  yielding 
proper  support  to  our  just  pretensions 
across  the  Atlantic,  as  we  had  done  in 
Europe.  We  were  now  contending,  not 
for  our  own  exclusive  rights,  but  for  the 
restoration  of  the  ancient  laws  of  Europe 
and  of  nations :  we  laid  claim  to  no 
right  which  we  denied  toothers;  but  if 
America  would  not  consent  to  do  us  and 
herself  justice,  he  trusted  that  the  House 
and  the  country  would  afF>rd  his  Majes- 
ty's ministers  their  warm  support,  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  closo  the  war  by  an 
honourable  peace 

Mr.  EUis  claimed  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  whilst  he  should  endeavour  to 
vindicate  a  right  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
Canning)  from  the  attacks  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  opposite.  His  object  was  to 
make  some  observations  on  two  points  of 
that  hon.  gentleman's  speech,  and  he 
only  undertook  that  duty  because,  though 
sensible  how  ill  it  became. him  to  obtrude 
himself  on  the  House,  his  personal  ac« 
quaintance  with  his  right  hon.  friend,  now 
absent,  induced  him  to  think  he  could 
give  a  satisfactory  explanation.     The  hon. 

fentleman  had  made  two  charges  against 
is  right  hon.  friend.  The  first  was  for 
Beglect  of  his  public  duty  to  this  House 
in  accepting  the  embassy  to  Lisbon,  and 
the  other  tor  having  brought  an  unusual 
expense  upon  the  country.  To  the  first 
he  would  make  a  short,  and,  he  trusted, 
not  unsatisfactory  ailswer.  His  right  hon. 
friend's  determination  to  repair  tu  Lisbon 
had  been  taken  long  before  he  had  the 
prospect  of  a  public  situation,  under  the 
heavy  pressure  of  domestic  affliction,  and 
in  the  hope  of  saving  the  life  of  a  beloved 
child.  Whether  such  would  be  deemed 
worthy  of  being  admitted  as  a  sufficient 
excuse,  he  would  leave  the  House  to 
decide.  As  to  his  not  having  altered  his 
determlnatioD|  and  delayed  hit  departure 
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at  the  approach  of  the  opening  of  the 
session,  he  had  not  done  it  from  any  ap- 
prehension of  facing  the  attacks  that 
might  be  made  upon  him  in  that  House : 
indeed,  he  did  not  expect  that  his  absence, 
or  the  cause  of  it,  would  excite  the  hon. 
gentleman's  attention  and  call  for  his  re- 
proof. As  to  his  right  hon.  friend's  ac- 
cepting the  situation  of  ambassador  to 
Portugal,  if  was  a  point  on  which  it  would 
ill  become  him  to  say  any  thing.  His 
right  hon.  friend's  conduct,  in  that  in- 
stance, must  submit  to  be  freely  canvassed 
by  that  House  and  the  public.  Bat  to  be 
unusually  severe  upon  it,  might  almost 
convey  a  notion  of  personal  hostility.  As 
to  the  iaprease  of  expense  which  it  -  was 
stated  his  right  hon.  friend  had  occasioned 
to  the  country  by  accepting  this  situation, 
he  trusted  he  should  prove  the  charge 
unfounded.  His  right  hon.  friend  had  felt 
some  reluctance  to  take  upon  himself  the 
same  credit  and  responsibility  as  sir  Charles 
Stewart.  He  wished  that  those  expenses 
which  should  be  considered  unavoidable, 
should  be  first  submitted  to  those  who 
had  no  interest  in  their  being  fixed  too 
high,  rather  than  left  to  him  or  the  per- 
sons of  his  house.  He  also,  perhaps, 
doubted  whether  the  same  forbearance 
should  be  shewn  towards  him  as  towards 
sir  C.  Stewart.  He  therefore  required 
that  the  extraordinaries  should  be  sob« 
mitted  to  limitation,  on  retaining  such  an 
establishment  as  it  would  be  proper  for  an 
English  ambassador .  xo  maintain.  How 
far  that  principle  bad  been  acted  upon,  be 
would  not  take  upon  himself  to  say  :  but 
that  his  right  hon.  friend  had  brought  no 
increase  of  expense  on  the  nation,  a  com- 
parison of  his  allowance  with  that  of  sir 
C.  Stewart  and  sir  Henry  Wellesley,  would 
satisfactorily  show.  The  former  received 
last  year  28,000/. ;  5,000/.  being  his  re* 
gular  salary,  and  23,000/.  for  extraordina- 
ries; and  the  latter  27 .000/.:  S,OOOL  as  his 
salary,  and  19,000/.  for  extraordinaries. 
Now,  his  right  hon.  friend's  own  salary 
was  limited  at  8,000/.  a  year,  and  6,000/. 
for  extraordinaries,  forming  a  deduction 
of  nearly  one  half  what  sir  H.  Wellesley 
had  received ;  and  exactly  one  half  the 
salary  of  sir  Charles  Siewart.  This,  there- 
fore, instead  of  being  a  ground  for  reproof, 
ought  to  produce  no  other  feeling  thaa 
that  of  satisfaction ;  as,  instead  of  beings 
augmented,  the  expense  wai  in  fact 
materially  diminished.  In  saying  this,  he 
wished  to  be  understood  not  to  tast  the 
slightest  imputatioa  oa  the  expenditure 
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«itber  of  ur  Cbariet  Stewart  or  fir  H. 
Wellealey:   for  both  of  tbeoi  he  enter- 
tatned  the  highest  etteem«  and  he  had  no 
doabt  of  the  money  having  been  properly 
applied.     He  only  meant  to  establish  the 
fact  that  his  right  bon.  friend's  appoint- 
ment was  not  extravagant,  B«000/.  being 
the  appointment  of  ambassadors  on  the 
lowest  scale»  and  the  0,00o/.  for  extraor- 
dinaries  being  gi?en  as  a  matfer  of  expe- 
riment.   He  concluded  by  thanking  the 
House  for  the  attention  shown  him,  and 
relying  on  their  candoar  and   liberality 
towards  his  right  bon.  friend,  now  absent. 
Mr.  'nemey  rose  and  said :  I  hope  the 
House  will  allow  me  to  say  a  few  words 
upon  what  has  just  fallen  from  the  hon. 
gentleman.     I  give   him  great  credit  for 
his  disinterested  defence  of  his  friend ;  but 
whatever  impression  it  may  have   made 
upon  others,  I  own  that  to  me  it  appeared 
most  unsatisfactory,  more  especially  that 
part  of  it  which  related  io  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  public  money.    Perhaps,  of  all 
men  in  the  House,  or  in  the  country,  J 
am  most  entitled  to  make  remarks  upon 
this  subject ;  and  if  I  shew  little  delicacy 
towards  Mr.  Cannings  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that  I  used  the  same  freedom  wiih 
regard  to  sir  Charles  Siewart.    The  hon. 
gentleman  is  incorrect  when  he  asserts 
thai,  in  the  ^nancial  discussions  of  last 
session,  nothing  was  said  regarding  the 
amount  expended  by  sir  C.  Stewart;  on 
the  contrary,  in  the  course  of  those  de- 
bates I  took  occasion  to  animadvert  upon 
the  extravagant  disbursements  of  foreign 
ministers  and  ambassadors,  whose  enor- 
mous bills  were  paid  out  of  the  civil  list. 
1  had  hoped,  m  consequence  of  these 
remonstrances,  that  some  steps  ^oold  have 
been  taken  to  remedy  this  great  and  grow- 
ing evil;  and  having  been  disappointed  in 
^  my  expectations,!  am  the  more  unwilling 
to  pass  over  the  present  opportunity  of 
renewing  my  complaints.     Undoubted ly«. 
I  and  every  man  most  feel  pain  at  the 
cause  which  is  said   to  have  primarily 
suggested  the  residence  of  Mr.  Canning 
at  Lisbon ;  but  did  this,  let  me  ask,  re- 
quire any  additional  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  ?  The  hon.  gentleman  has 
also  said  a  few  words  upon  the  reasons 
which  induced  Mr.  Canning  to  accept  an 
appointment  under  the  present  ministry. 
Every  man  haa  an  unquestionable  right 
to  exercise  his  own  judgment  upon  these 
points;  he  may  be  consistent  or  incon- 
sistent, as  he  pleases ;  being  always,  how- 
aver,  responsible  to  public  opinion*    In 
(VOL.XXIX.) 


this  case  it  does  not  seem  to  me  very 
extraordinary,  that  some  severity  should 
have  been  shewn  in  the  animadversions 
made  out  of  doors  upon  the  acceptance  of 
an  appointment  which  placed  Mf.  Canning 
immediately  under  the  direction  and  con- 
trol of  a  noble  lord  (Castlereagh),  whom 
he  had  solemnly  declared  to  be  incom- 
petent to  the  duties  of  his  oflSce.    [Hear, 
hear!]     I  know  very  well  that  men  do 
sometimes  chaifge  their  conduct  and  dis- 
position.    It  might  be  said  of  moi  perhaps, 
by  some  individual,  that  I  was  unfit  for 
an  office,  because  1  was  corrupt,  and  bad 
been  guilty  of  jobs,    if  I  can  prove  the 
contrary,  I  shew  my  accuser  that  he  is 
mistaken,  and  that  I  am  fit  for  my  office  ; 
but  if  I  am  told  that  I  am  weak  and  defi- 
cient in  my  intellects,  it  is  a  misfortune  I 
can  never  care,  and  I  can  never  make  a 
consistent  accuser  believe  that  I  am  com* 
potent.     [Hear,  bear !]     How  was  it  with 
the  noble  lord?  Mr.  Canning  declared 
that  he  was  unfit,  from  want  of  ability,  to 
hold  the  office  in  which  he  was  placed, 
and  that  consequently  be  could  not  act. 
under  him ;  and  yet  now  we  see  the  same 
individual  accepting  a  situation    that  is 
immediately  subordinate  to  this  very  man. 
whom  he  bad  declared  to  be  deficient  in  un- 
dersUnding.     [Hear,  hear!  and  laughter.] 
I  confess  I  should  have  been  sorprlsed  if 
the  good  sense  of  the  public  bad  not  seen 
through  this  gross  piece  of  chicanery. 

But  what  the  House  ought  principally 
to  look  to,  is  the  extravagant  appointment 
of  Mr.  Canning  at  the  court  of  Lisbon. 
In  the  case  of  sir  Charles  Stewart  I  stated, 
that  although  the  charges  appeared  enor- 
mous, yet  I  had  no  doubt  that  every 
farthing  could  be  satis&ctorily  proved  to 
have  been  expended ;  bat  I  found  fault 
with  the  nature  of  the  allowance ;  I  com- 
plained that  the  salary  given  was  not  to 
be  the  whole  of  the  expense,  but  that 
there  should  be  a  contingent  bill  to  any 
amount  beyond  the  appointment  given. 
The  hon.  gentleman  treats  this  subject  aa 
if  no  person  had  been  appointed  minister 
at  Lisbon  between  sir  C.  Stewart  and  Mr. 
Canning.  He  omits  all  notice  of  Mr. 
Sydenham.  Did  not  he  succeed  sir  C. 
Stewart?  and  I  ask  his  Majesty's  ministers 
whether,  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Syden- 
ham, every  thing  that  can  now  possibly 
occur  respecting  Portugal,  was  not  then 
perfectly  well  known  to  them  ?  Whether, 
on  the  removal  of  sir  Charles  Stewart  to^ 
the  Hague  in  July,  they  did  not  think  • 
there  would  be  as.  important  dutiea  for 
(F) 


67]      HOUSE  OF  COMUONS, 

the  minister  to  discharge  «t  that  tine«  ai 
on  the  appotntmeni.jof  Mr.  Canning  in 
October  I  Whether  Mr.  Canning  will  have 
any  duties  to  falAi  that  Mr.  Sydenham 
was  not  quite  as  competent  to  execute  ? 
Was  it  ever  proposed  to  have  any  ambas- 
sador at  all  at  Lisbon,  until  Mr.  Canning's 
intention  of  going  abroad  was  known? 
Did  ministers  ever  dream  of  such  a  thing  ? 
Have  we  had  an  ambassador  there  for  the 
last  hundred  years?  Is  an  ambassador 
in  any  way  necessary  to  manage  the 
interesu  of  this  country  in  Portugal  ?  Let 
the  right  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  answer 
these  questions,  if  they  can.  It  has  been 
stated  with  perfect  correctness,  that  sir 
Charles  Stewart's  appointment  as  minister 
plenipotentiary,  was  5,000i.  per  annum ; 
then  why  is  Mr.  Canning  to  have  8,000/. 
ber  annum,  with  6,000/.  a  year  contingent? 
What  cause  can  be  assigned  for  the  addi- 
tional 3,000/.  a  year  ?  In  short,  why  was 
be  appointed— let  them  tell  me  that? 
Was  it  or  was  it  not  that  Mr.  Canning, 
finding  it  necessary  to  go  to  Lisbon,  his 
journey  was  kindly  converted  into  an 
ombassy,  and  that  such  an  embassy  would 
never  have  been  thought  necessary  if 
Mr.  Canning  could  have  remained  in 
England  ?  Unless  ministers  can  give  me 
aatisfactory  repliesk  I  and  the  country  at 
large  must  consider  this  unprecedented 
appointment  as  a  scandalous  waste  of 
public  money,  and  a  most  infamous  and 
deliberate  job.  (Hear,  hear  !)  I  have  no 
doubt  that  Mr.  Canning  will  fulfil  his 
duties  welt ;  but  I  complain  that  he  has 
no  duties  to  fulfil.  The  contrast  is  rather 
Btrikittg.  Lord  Castlereagh,  one  of  his 
Majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state, 
declared  to  be  weak  in  his  intellects,  has 
passed  over  the  continent  to  discharge 
most  arduous  and  important  functions  at 
the  Congress  at  Vienna.  Mr.  Canning, 
who  so  declared  the  noble  lord  to  be 
weak,  is  gone  to  Lisbon  to  do  nothing.  I 
cannot  understand  why,  in  this  state  of 
things,  lord  Castlereagh  should  not  remain 
ooiet  at  home,  while  Mr.  Canning  was 
dispatched  to  t|ie  Congress.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  maintain  that  Mr.  Canning  would 
not  be  competent;  the  noble  lord  would 
not  retaliate  by.  such  a  declaration,  al- 
though Mr.  Canning  thinks  the  noble  lord 
ao  unfortunately  weak  in  his  capacity. 

Setting  aside  this  question  of  com  para « 
tive  abiOty  or  inability,  still  there  is  an 
additional  burthen  of  14,000/.  a  year  laid 
upon  the  public,  which  1  maintain  is  unne* 
oaisarj.     Xho  hon.  gentlamaa  draws  a 
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comparison  between  Madrid  and  Lisbon, 
when,  in  fact,  there  is  not  the  slightest 
resemblance  between  the  situation  of  na 
ambassador  at  the  one  and  at  the  other. 
I  defy  him  or  his  friends  to  give  any  satia- 
factory  ^  explanation  of   this  transaction. 
But  let  me  ask  one  more  question.    Are 
his  Majesty's  ministers  prepared  to  pro- 
duce the  correspondence  which   passed 
between  them  and  Mr.  Sydenham,  on  the 
appointment  of  that  gentleman  ?    Will 
they  lay  upon  the  table  the  instructions 
they  gave  Mr.  Sydenham,  regarding  hia 
expenses  ?  If  they  do,  they  will  have  to 
encounter  this  difficulty :  they  will  then 
have  to  give  some  satisfactory  reason  why, 
in  the  course  of  two  months,  they  find  it 
necessary  to  name  an  ambassador  extraor- 
dinary, with  an  expenditure  of  double, 
nay  almost  treble  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Sydenham.    What  events  have  occurred, 
.or  are  likely  to  occur,  to  require  such  a 
diplomatic    alteration  ?     Mr.    Sydenham 
was  to  confine  himself  to  4  or  5,0001. ;  I 
do  not  exactly  know  what  the  sum  waa« 
and  Mr.  Canning  is  to  launch  out  to  three 
times  the  amount    Now  the  question  baa 
been  brought  forward,  is  it  not  necessary 
that  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  should  give  some  explanation  ? 
because  in  the  last  session  he  pledged  him- 
self  to  apply  his  attention  to  the  expenses 
of  foreign  ministers,  particularly   to  the 
enormous  charges  beyond  the  sum  allowed 
in  the  appointment ;  and  yet,  on  the  very 
first  day  of  the  succeeding  session,  we  see 
exposed  one  of  the  most  outrageous  iobi 
that  was  ever  connived  at  by  any  minis- 
ters [hear,  hear!]   He  will  reply,  that  at 
most-it  is  but  14,000/.  a  year,  and  you  may 
think  yourself  well  oil* that  it  is  no  more; 
but  I  do  not  think  myself  well  ofi*,  and  I 
call  upon  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  give 
some  reason  why  Mr.  Canning  is  to  be 
allowed  this  annuity,  when  all  the  duties 
of  the  station  could  as  satisfactorily  be  dis* 
charged  by  Mr.  Sydenham,  at  only  one- 
third  of  the  charge  upon  the  country? 
As  the  case  at  present  stands,  it  can  be 
looked  upon  only  as  a  very  convenient 
job  for  some  parties,  and  as  every  infamous 
job  for  others. 

Mr.  IVhuiread  wished  to  say  two  or 
three  words  in  explanation:  first,  with 
respect  to  the  destruction  of  Washington 
he  had  intended  to  convey,  that  no  atrocity 
on  the  part  of  our  enemies  could  justify 
this  country  in  retaliating  by  the  com* 
mittion  of  similar  crimes ;  if  we  couU  be 
so  justifiedj  we  ought  to  scalp  all  the  Indiasi 
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prisoneri  that  fall  into  our  hands*  Se- 
condly, with  regard  to  the  personal  ani» 
mosity  that  he  had  been  accused  of  feeling 
towards  Mr.  Canning,  be  assured  the  hon. 
gentleman  that  he  was  mistaken :  he  had 
never  felt  personal  animosity  towards  any 
man  in  the  House.  Political  hostility  was 
quite  a  different  feeling.  He  had  heard  of 
the  illness  of  a  part  of  the  family  of  Mr. 
Canning,  and  if  that  gentleman  had  gone 
to  Lisbon  as  a  private  individual,  he  would 
never  have  made  a  remark  upon  the  sob- 
ject ;  but  assuming,  as  he  did,,  the  cha- 
racter of  ambassador  extraordinary,  and 
sailing  as  late  as  Friday  last,  when  parlia- 
ment was  to  meet  on  the  Tuesday  suc- 
ceeding, formed  a  just  sul^ect  for  severe 
animadversion.  Towards  such  an  Indi- 
vidual he  felt  no  personal,  but  strong 
political  hostility,  and  he  feared  that  hos- 
tility was  likely  to  be  permanent.  The 
principles  on  which  they  bad  acted 
throughout  life  had  been  perfectly  dis- 
tinct; and  the  occasion  never  had  occurred, 
and  probably  never  would,  when  Mr. 
Whitbread  could  call  Mr.  Canning  his 
political  friend. 

Mr.  ElHs  observed,  that  be  believed  he 
had  not  employed  the  word  '  personal' 
as  applied  to  the  hostility  that  subsisted 
between  his  right  hon.  friend  and  the 
hon.  gentleman.  He  was  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House ;  but  if  he  had  used 
the  word,  he  intended  only  to  allude  to 
political  animosities. 

Mr.  Whkbftad  admitted  that  he  mieht 
have  mistaken  the  word  :  he  was  sure  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  intended  to 
allude  only  to  political  dissentions. 

Mr.  Baring  considering  (he  length  and 
extent  of  the  war,  and  the  energy  with 
which  it  had  been  carried  on,  thought 
that  the  Address  ought  to  contain  some 
words  of  consolation  to  the  people  of  fing--^ 
land  for  the  burthens  which  the  country 
had  borne,  instead  of  presenting  a  pros- 
pect of  their  increase.  He  alluded  to  the 
naagnanimons  conduct  of  the  emperor  of 
Russia,  and  of  other  European  sovereign!, 
who  had  disbanded  a  large  proportion  of 
their  armies,  pot  down  the  conscription, 
and  already  relieved  their  subjects  of 
some  of  their  most  painful  incumbrances. 
Instead  of  seeing  the  same  line  of  con- 
duct adopted  in  this  country,  we  were 
now  told  that  the  most  odious  of  all  our 
burthens,  the  Income  Tax,  was  tp-  be 
continued.  All  this  was  probably  to  en- 
able us  to  support  the  American  war.  He 
obyetted  to  the  manner  in  which   the 


latter  bad  been  carried  on ;  at  the  same 
time  he  allowed    that  the  necessity  of 
retaliation  to  a  certain  degree  had  been 
established.        Not    to    have    retaliated 
would  have  more  become  the  character 
of  our  country;   but,  at  all   events,  the 
American  government  had"  no  right  to 
complain.     He  reproved,   however,  our 
setting  up  an  island  in  the  Chesapeake  as  a 
rendezvous    for   runaway  negroes,  who 
would  afterwards  return  and  murder  their 
masters.    Another  part  of  our  commander'a 
conduct   also  deserved    reprobation,  ho 
meant  their  attack  on  private  property; 
The  utmost  extent  of  the  right  of  captora 
only  embraced  property  afloat.    In  the 
case  of  Alexandria,  the  capture  of  which, 
in  another  point  of  view,  was  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  exploits  of  the  War,  every 
individual  had  been  forced  to  give  up  his 
goods  and  mercband  ize.    This  was  not  the 
first  time  that  we  had  brought  an  armjr 
before  a  town,  and  ordered  private  pro- 
perty to  be  delivered.    Our  conduct,  at 
former  periods^  had   been  the  same  at 
Genoa  and  St.    Eustacia;     nay,  it  had 
even   been   worse,  for   not    only  goods 
but  bills  had  been  directed  to  be  trans- 
ferred into  our  hands.    This  was  not  only 
disgraceful,  but  impolitic.     In  the  present 
unbounded  extent  of  our  trade,  no  com- 
mercial town  could  be  taken  and   plun- 
dered, without  injuring  a  large  quantity 
of  British  property.     He,  therefore,  hoped 
ministers  would  adopt  proper  measures  to 
check  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  our 
commanders.    He  objected  to  the  Address, 
because  it  echoed  the  sentiments  expressed 
10  the  Speech,  that  the  war  had  been  con* 
ducted  in  a  manner  to  do  credit  to  our 
arms.    Without  discussing  the  merits  of 
its  origin,  it  ought  to  be  the  general  wish 
that  it  should  be  carried  on  as  Englishmen 
ought.    The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  given  a  list  of  the  British  merchant 
vessels  taken  by  the  French  in  one  year 
of  lord    Chatham's    administration,   and 
compared  it  with  oar  loss  through  tde 
hostility  of  America ;  but  the  difference 
was  considerable  between  the  great  nation 
with  which  we  were  then  at  war,  and  the 
petty  power  with  whom  we  now  con* 
tended.    The  conduct  of  the  Admiralty  in 
allowing  American  privateers  to  capture 
our  ships  in  the  very  heart  of  the  Channel, 
could  not  be  suffered  to  pass  without  in- 
quiry.   Vigorous  exertions  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  would  have  placed 
us  in  a  much  more  commanding  position 
than  we  now  occupied.    He  admitted  that 
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in  its  origin  the  war  had  been  ode  of  ag- 
gression on  the  pan  of  America ;  and  from 
the  period  the  orders  in  council  had  been 
repealed^  he  had  never  opened  bis, mouth 
on  the  subject.  It  now  appeared,  however, 
that  there  had  been,  for  the  last  two  years, 
an  American  commission  wandering  in 
Europe  to  negociate  for  peace  before 
Buonaparte  had  been  overthrown,  and 
therefore  not  inconsequence  of  the  depri- 
vation of  the  support,  which  the  United 
btates  might  expect  to  derive  from  him. 
The  £rst  proposals  had  been  made  under 
the  proffered  mediation  of  Russia,  which 
our  government  had  rejected :  since  that 
time  we  had  ahown  little  eagerness  to 
treat  for  peace.  When  the  nest  commis- 
sion was  sent  to  Ghent,  at  least  three  or 
four  months  elapsed  before  any  negocia- 
tors  had  been  appointed  on  our  part.  The 
discussions  were  however  now  carried  on  ; 
and  on  that  ground  ministers  evaded  giving 
any  explanation  of  the  topics  which  they 
embraced.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
main  question  with  os  was  that  of  our 
maritime  rights,  but  of  boundaries,  or  in 
other  wordsj  of  aggrandizement;  and 
whether  we  should  go  on  a  crusaBe  for  the 
reconquest  of  America.  If  she  rejected 
peace  on  the  question  of  maritime  rights, 
the  war,  hopeless  as  he  thought  it  was  in 
the  mode  in  wl^ich  it  was  conducted,  could 
not  unfortunately  be  abandoned :  but  if, 
on  the  contrary,  the  Americans  gave  up 
the  question  of  rights,  and  we  broke  off 
the  negociations  on  that  of  boundaries, 
which  would-be  most  absurd  and  impoli- 
tic, it  would  be  impracticable  to  pursue  it 
with  any  expectation  of  success ;  we  should 
then  be  embarked  in  a  mad  crusade,  and 
instigated  by  the  vain  dreams  of  dotards. 
Such  a  design  was  idle:  1st,  because  the 
additional  territory,  if  gained,  could  be  of 
no  use  to  Great  Britain ;  2dly,  because 
the  object  was  unattainable;  and  Sdly, 
because  a  claim  of  territory  would  unite 
all  parties  against  us,  who,  on  other  points, 
were  disputing  among  themselves.  Much 
of  his  information  upon  this  subject  was 
/derived  from  personal  inspection:  he 
Icnew  the  tract  of  territory  between  the 
Penobscot  and  the  Passamaquoddy  to  be  a 
mere  tract  of  snow,  tbinlv  peopled,  there 
being  only  about  ^.OOO  inbabitanu  in  sixty 
square  miles;  and  the  attainment  of,  which 
bad  been  boasted  as  a  great  achievement, 
was  ouly  the  triumph  of  a  regular  force 
pver  a  .defenceless  village,  supplied  only 
>viih  two  iron  guns.  In  the  Chesapeake 
w»  M  been  mpre  sacceasfuli  but  we  ought 


Began' 


lis 


not  much  to  plume  ourselves  upon  what 
might  with  ease  have  been  accompliabed 
on  the  coaat  of  France  at  any  time  duriac; 
the  late  war  :  but  we  no  sooner  attempted 
something  on  a  grander  scale  at  Baltimore. 
which  contained  a  mass  of  ships,  of  mer- 
chandize, and  important  magazines,   than 
we  had  failed.     On  the  Penobscot  oar 
operations  bad  only  gained  us  useless  ter- 
ritory, whilst  on  Lake  Champlain  and  at 
Fort  JBrie,  an  inconsiderable  place,  we  had 
experienced  serious  disasters;  having  lost 
in  the  attack  on  the  latter  near  1,000  men. 
Besides  all  this,  a  great  portion  of  Upper 
Canada  was  still  in  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my.   Were  these  the  triumphs  that  proved 
that  the  war  had  been  skilfully  managed  ? 
He  did  not  conceive  it  practicable  that  a 
successful  attack  could  be  made  on  Ame- 
rica.     Particular,    and  even  great  cities 
might  be  burned,  but  no  permanent  eflfect 
produced.     We  could  not  retain  possession 
of  what  we  occupied,  nor  conciliate  the 
minds  of  the  people.    Witness  sir  Geoi^ 
Prevost,  who,  with  a  large  army, had  been 
compelled  to  retire ;  and  at  a  former  pe- 
riod, the  failure  of  general  Burgoyne,  on 
the  very  same  field  of  action.     He  ad- 
mired the  manner  in  which,  for  two  years, 
and  with  inferior  forces,  sir  George  Prevost 
had   protected  Canada;    and  be  tbooght 
that  the  correspondence  of  that  officer 
gave  little  hope  to  government  of  a  suc- 
cessful issue  to  the  American  war:    to  pot 
an  end  to  it,  was  the  only  cause  consistent 
with  the  interests  of  the  country.      In 
times  like  the  present,  the  country  would 
be  little  satisfied  with  the  mere  flourish  of 
a  royal  speech,  where  our  commerce  was 
stated  to  be  almost  incalculably  augment* 
ed,  and  our  finances  in  a  state  of  rapid 
improvement ;  nor  were  the  figures  of  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche« 
quer  more  satisfactory :  all  they  proved 
was,  that  immediately  after  the  conclosion 
of  peace,   our  merchandize,  which   had 
before  been  locked  up  in  our  warehouses, 
had  been  sent  in  large  quaniities  abroad ; 
but  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  this 
great  export  would  continue  ;    or,  if  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  did  so  imagine,  he 
would  find  himself  most  grievously  disap* 
pointed.     It  would  require  greater  abili- 
ties than  those  of  the  present  administra* 
tion,  to  secure  to  us  in  future  an  exclusive 
superiority  in  the   continental    markets, 
while  our- rivals,  particularly  the  Dutcb» 
had  all  the  advantages  of  colonies,  of  sbips» 
and  of  neutrality,  which  lessened  the  rates 
of  freight^  insurance^  and  ott^er  pbarges. 
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Mor  had  we*tbal  pre-eminence  of  capital 
that  tome  had  Tainly  imagioed.  In  Paris 
money  was  so  plentifulf  that  the  interest 
Qpon  it  was.  only  3  per  cent.— The  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  American  mer- 
chantmen captured  by  our  cruizers»  he 
confessed,  astonished  him.  He  did  not 
believe,  that  within  the  last  two  years,  to 
the  number  of  fifty  American  merchant 
ships  coold  have  been  found  at  sea.  The 
▼essels  allnded  to  in  the  statement  of  the 
right  bon.  gentleman,  most  have  been 
seised  in  port.  The  American  priTateers, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  to  be  seen  lying 
off,  and  even  looking  into«  our  harbours ; 
and  when  at  any  time  thev*  were  pursued, 
the  Teasels  employed  in  that  service  were 
either  not  light  enough  to  come  up  with 
them»  or  if  they  did  come  up  with  them, 
were  not  able  to  take  them.  He  sub- 
mitted, therefore,  that  there  must  be  an 
inquiry  into  the  whole  system  of  our  naval 
service ;  and  in  particular  it  should  be 
inquired  into,  how  it  was  that  we  could 
not  build  ships  equal  both  to  overtake  and 
to  fight  our  enemies  ?  He  agreed  that  the 
peace  had  caused  a  momentary  increase 
of  trade,  and  of  course  a  momentary  in- 
crease of  the  revenue :  but  woom  this 
last  ?  Could  we  go  on,  meeting  the  ma- 
nufactures of  othfr  nations  in  foreign 
markets,  on  equal  terms  ?  No ;  it  was 
impossible,  unless  our  manufacturers  and 
traders  were  relieved  from  the  burthens 
under  which  they  at  present  laboured. 
It  was  impossible  our  manufacturers  coold 
thrive  under  that  oppressive  and  inquisi- 
torial tax,  the  property  tax.  If  we  looked 
at  France,  we  should  see  her  public  credit 
improved,  her  funds  raised,  and  her  ex- 
penditure decreased.  The  funds  of  this 
country,  on  the  other  hand,  had  fallen 
since  the  peace,  while  our  excessive  ex- 
penditure remained ;  and  should  we,  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years,  be  again  in- 
volved in  war,  we  should  be  found  unpre- 
pared to  meet  the  contest, 

Mr.  Bathurti,  while  he  thanked  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  for  the 
admissions  he  had  made,  could  not  but 
think  that  the  lamentations  he  had  made 
on  two  subjects  might  have  been  spared. 
He  first  lamented  that  we  still  continued 
to  keep  up  our  forces  to  their  present 
establishment ;  and  then  he  lamented  the 
continuance  of  the  war  with  America. 
As  to  the  first  subject  of  lamentation,  the 
hon.  gentleman  might  have  perceived 
that,  independent  of  the  war  with  Ame- 
troopa  were  at  praaent  neceeiary  in 


the  Netherlands,  over  which  country- 
France  had  never  ceased  |o  have  an  ascen- 
dancy. Was  not  what  we  had  gained 
there  worth  the  keeping ;  and  coold  the 
hon.  gentleman  object  to  the  keeping  up 
of  an  adequate  force  in  that  country,  tiil 
such  time  aa  its  independence  was  pro- 
perly secured  ?  a  measure  in  which  this 
country  was  so  deeply  interested.  The 
other  subject  of  lamentation  urged  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  was  the  war  with  Ame- 
rica ;  but  when  the  hon.  gentleman  ad- 
mitted that,  since  the  repeal  of  the  orders 
in  council,  not  we,  but  the  Americans, 
were  to  blame  for  ihe  continuance  of  that 
war ;  when  he  also  admitted,  that  the  ob- 
stacle to  a  peace  was  our  maintenance  of 
our  maritime  rights;  when  he  admitted 
these  two  things,  and  yet  lamented  the 
continuance  of  the  war  as  attributable  to 
this  country,  was  not  this  assuming,  with- 
out any  evidence  whatever  of  the  fact, 
that  we  were  doing  something — an  as- 
sumption which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
no  right  to  make.  To  say  that  we  could 
not  injure  the  Americans  by  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war,  was  absurd.  Indeed,  the 
hon.  genleman  himself  gave  an  answer  to 
this  assertion,  by  admitting,  in  another 
part  of  his  speech,  that  the  Americans 
had  not  a  single  vessel  at  sea.  Was  not 
that  to  shew  that  they  were  distressed, 
and  that  they  had  no  trade  ?  As  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Admiralty,  he  had  only  to 
state,'tbat  all  demands  for  supplies  of  the 
governor  of  Canada  were  not  only  com- 
plied with,  but  in  many  instances  had 
been  anticipated.  As  to  the  trade  of  the 
country,  he  needed  only  to  refer  to  the 
statement  of  his  right  hon.  friend,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  which,  to 
his  mind,  remained  unanswered*  If  ves- 
sels would  quit  their  convojr  for  the  sake 
of  some  mercantile  speculation  which  the 
owners  might  have  in  view,  the  Admiralty 
was  not  to  blame,  and  it  was  impossible 
they  coold  be  adeqtiately  protected.  The 
term  boundary,  to  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man so  much  objected,  on  the  auomption 
that  the  fixing  of  a  boundary  was  one  of 
the  things  for  which  the  war  was  now 
continued,  he  contended  did  not  neces- 
sarily include  the  idea  of  an  accession  of 
territory :— it  might  mean  a  line  of  mutual 
security.  But,  at  all  events,  this  was 
merely  an  assumption  of  the  l^on.  gentle- 
man, which  he  had  no  right  to  make. 

Sir  Giiheri  Heaiheou  observed,  that  it 
would  have  been  most  satisfactory  to  have 
heard  from  miniatera  that  theaegociationa 
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tt  Ghent  were  going  on  faTourably.  He 
could  not  approfc  of  that  part  of  the  Ad- 
dress which  promised  farther  support  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  in  America, 
inasmuch  as  the  cause  of  the  dispute  had 
ceased  since  the  general  pacification  on 
the  continent.  When  we  withdrew  our 
orders  in  council,  the  Americans  had  re- 
scinded their  retaliative  acts ;  so  that  the 
right  of  searching  American  ships  for 
British  seamen  alone  remained  as  a  sob- 
feet  of  controversy.  When  peace  was 
established  throughout  Europe,  we  could 
not  think  of  enforcing  that  right ;  so  that 
this  last  point  of  contention  fell  to  the 
ground  naturally:  The  war  must  there- 
fore be  carried  on  for  other  reasons,  for 
the  sake  of  what  might  happen,  and  not 
for  any  present  grievance.  He  thought 
the  situation  of  the  country  did  not  war- 
rant ministers  in  ^oing  this.  Were  our 
finances  so  flourishing,  was  the  property- 
tax  a  burthen  so  light  and  easy,  that  it 
mattered  not  what  might  be  the  amount 
of  the  annual  national  expenditure  ?  There 
might  be  some  pretext  for  muusters 
to  keep  on  some  of  the  war  taxes  after 
the  country  was  placed  on  a  peace  esta- 
blishment, provided  there  was  an  excess 
of  expenditure,  to  make  up  any  deficiency 
in  balancing  the  account ;  but  there  was 
no  pretext  whaterer  for  retaining  such 
imposts  for  the  prosecution  of  a  war  which 
appeared  unnecessary.  It  appeared  to 
him,  that  we  feared  the  rising  power  of 
America,  and  wished  to  curtail  it.  This 
was  an  important  feature  in  the  war,  for, 
if  persevered  in,  we  must  be  prepared 
completely  to  subjugate  our  enemy,  or 
we  should  be  in  a  worse  state  than  we 
now  were.  We  had  tried  to  subdue 
America  30  years  ago,  and  had  failed, 
when  she  was  nothing  like  so  powerful  as 
at  present.  We  should  recollect  how  we 
left  France  situated  whilst  engaged  in  this 
contest :  she  was  at  profound  peace,  re- 
covering firom  her  wounds ;  and  if  the 
war  was  protracted,  she  might  join  Ame- 
rica, or  attack  us  herself.  A  strange  po> 
licy  seemed  to  be  pursued  ;  whilst  we  were 
waging  war  in  America  to  prevent  her  be- 
coming a  powerful  naval  power,  close  at 
home,  in  Flanders,  we  were  creating  one. 
Let  us  recal  to  mind  the  history  of  the  reign 
of  Charles  2,  or,  in  later  times,  the  politics 
of  the  Dutch  cabinet  previous  to  the  en- 
gagement off  the  Dogger  Bank  in  the  year 
1781 ;  and  the  march  of  the  Prussian 
army,  onder  the  late  duke  of  Bronswick 
into  Holland  in  1787.    Wottid  any  one. 
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having  a  knowledge  of  these  transactions, 
believe  that  our  ministers  would.  In  ail 
times  to  come,  be  able  to  manage  the 
Dutch  cabinet,  so  to  eradicate  all  French 
influence  there,  as  that  the  power  we  were 
now  raising  might  not,  at  no  very  distant 
time,  become  highly  dangerous  to  the 
naval  supremacy  of  this  countr}^  With 
respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  war,  he  did 
not  wish  now  to  enter  upon  it;  he  was 
against  the  war^ altogether.  In  these  con- 
tests we  must  expect  the  alternate  vicis- 
situdes of  fortune.  He  had  alwaya  un- 
derstood sir  George  Prevost  to  be  both  a 
brave  and  intelligent  man,  and  had  no 
doubt  he  had  good  reasons  for  the  con- 
duct he  had  pursued ;  in  a  country  like 
America,  after  having  lost  the  naval  sop- 
port,  on  which  depended  the  provisioning 
the  army  and  conveyance  of  military 
stores,  with  the  remembrance  of  Sarra- 
toga  and  of  Hook  Town,  be  must  have 
been  bold  indeed,  who  would  have  placed 
himself,  by  advancing,  in  such  a  situation. 
Much  had  been  said  of  the  mortification 
felt  by  the  troops  which  had  been  aent 
from  Spain ;  he  believed  that  if  more 
was  expected  from  their  exertions  than 
from  the  rest  of  the  army,  we  should  be 
disappointed.  In  the  outset  of  the  last 
American  war,  it  was  boasted  here,  that  a 
battalion  of  the  British  troops  would  march 
across  that  continent.  The  flower  of  our 
army  was  afterwards  sent,  and  commanded 
by  officers  who  had  served  with  reputa- 
tion in  the  German  war,  under  prince 
Ferdinand.  The  result  was  known ;  those 
troops,  as  brave  as  any  in  the  world,  were 
compelled,  at  two  diflTerent  epochs,  to 
capitulate  to  the  new-raised  levies  of 
America.  The  hon.  baronet  concluded, 
by  declaring  that  he  was  decidedly  against 
tba  continuance  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Fremanile  expressed  strong  objec* 
tions  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  wHo  spoke  last  but  one, 
with  respect  to  the  British  forces  now 
maintained  in  the  Low  Countries,  which 
he  described  as  one  of  the  causes  of  our 
present  expenditure.  He  had  indeed 
even  asserted,  that  without  that  force,  the 
treaty  of  peace  which  had  been  con- 
cluded, would  be  nothing  but  a  bit  of 
paper,  totally  void  of  all  security,  though 
the  country  had  been  stimolated  and  hal- 
looed on,  as  it  were,  to  rejoice  in  that 
treaty  as  the  consmnmation  of  all  its  moit 
ardent  wishes.  He  lamented  that  the 
Speech  from  the  throne  they  had  heard 
that  Bight  was  to  unlike  the  one  which 
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had  been  delivered  at  the  opening  of  the 
last  session ;  its  whole  tenor  was  that  of 
war,  which  added  greatly  to  the  gloom 
he  felt  upon  the  present  condition  of  the 
country.  The  British  force  maintained  in 
the  Low  Countries  required*  he  thought, 
some  eaiplanation  from  ministers.  It  was, 
he  contended,  unconstitutional,  and  re> 
quired  to  be  rcgstrded  by  parliament  with 
peculiar  jealousy.  It  had  never  been  al- 
lowed that  a  British  force  should  be  main- 
tained at  British  expense  in  a  foreign 
country,  without  som6  communication 
upon  the  subject  being  made  to  parlia* 
ment. 

Mr.  C.  Grant  ^uQ,  obserfed,  that  he  had 
always  heard  it  was  unconstitutional  to 
attempt  to  introduce  a  foreign  force  into 
this  country,  without  a  previous  commu- 
nication to  parliament ;  bat  this  was  the 
first  time  that  he  bad  ever  beard  it  was 
unconstitutional  to  mamtain  a  British  force 
abroad  without  reference  to  parliament. 
He  was  sorry  the  Address  which  had  been 
moved»  did  not  unite  all  the  feelings  of 
that  House,  and  lamented  thai  there  was 
any  probability  of  an  exception  to  the 
practice  of  latter  years*  that  of  carrying 
up  an  Address  with  unanimity  to  the 
ihrooe.  He  delivered  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  the  war  on  the  part  of  America  was 
unprovoked  by  any  conduct  of  ours ;  at 
the  same  time  he  was  as  anxious  as  any 
gentleman  in  that  Honse,  to  see  the  war 
brougbl  to  an  honourable  conclusion  by 
ministers.  He  confessed  he  saw  no 
grounds  for  the  gloom  which  some  hon. 
members  felt.  He  would  not,  however, 
enter  into  counter  predictions,  though  he 
avowed  himself  to  be  one  of  those  who 
did  not  despair  of  his  country,  but  be- 
lieved it  to  be  possesed  of  sufficient 
strength  and  sufficient  power,  to  wage 
this  war  to  a  successful  issue. 

Mr.  Tkmty  inquired,  if  there  was  any 
treaty  or  convention  ta^isting,  by  which 
England  was  bound  to  maintain  any  de- 
scription of  force  on  the  continent,  in  con- 
junction with  Russia  and  Prussia? 

Mr.  Boihurti  replied,  that  the  present 
was  not  the  time  for  putting  such  a  ques- 
tion. If  any  such  treaty  or  convention 
did  exist,  it  was  compeunt  to  the  right 
hoo«  gentleman,  or  any  other  hon.  mem- 
ber, to  omve  in  the  regular  way  for  its 
production. 

Mr.  Whuhtad.  That "  if  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  requires  some  observation. 
I  beg  to  know— 

The  Chmcellor  qf  the  Exchc^iur*    I  beg 


leave  to  remind  the  hon.  membei^  that  wa 
have  already  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
him  on  the  present  question. 

Mr.  Whitbread*  If  it  be  a  pleasure,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  shall  hear  me  again 
upon  the  next  question. 

The  question  upon  the  Addreu  waa 
then  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Whitbrcad.  I  now  rise  to  ask,  whe- 
ther the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  his  col- 
leagues mean  to  disavow  the  noble  lord^ 
who,  in  the  course  of  last  session,  stated 
that  a  treaty  had  been  signed ;  and  whe* 
ther  he  means  to  deviate  from  the  usual 
path  of  laying  treaties,  concluded  with 
foreign  powers,  before  parliament  for  its 
sanction  ? 

The  ChanceUor  qf  the  Exchequer.  I  am 
not  at  all  desirous  of  disavowing  that 
such  a  treaty  was  then  proceeding. 

Mr.  Whitbrcad,  across  the  table,'  signed.' 

The  Chtmcelior  qf  the  Exchequer.  And 
when  proper,  the  treaty  will  undoubtedly 
be  laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  TWnfy.  The  reason  assigned  by 
the  noble  lord,  for  not  laying  it  belore  par- 
liament at  that  time,  was,  that  though  it 
had  been  signed,  for  so  it  was  positively 
stated,  yet  it  bad  not  been  formally  ra* 
tifiedi  and  therefore  could  not  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  House.  He  lamented  that 
it  was  so,  and  promised  that  if  parliament 
should  sit  long  Enough,  till  the  ratification 
arrived,  it  should  be  immediately  laid  be- 
fore it ;  but  if  not,  that  it  should  be  pre* 
sented  on  the  earliest  occasion  in  the  en- 
suing session.  In  reply  to  an  hon.  gen- 
tleman opposite,  I  admit  that  there  is  no 
reason  why  the  King  may  not  send  troops 
to  fight  wherever  he  pleases  ;  but  will  it. 
be  said,  that  Brilish  troops  are  to  be  placed 
under  a  foreigner,  in  a  foreign  country^ 
and  paid  with  British  mopey,  without 
some  intimation  being  given  to  parlia- 
ment ? 

The  ChanceUor  qf  the  Exchequer.  The 
troops  are  serving  under  an  officer  high  in 
the  Brttish  service,  though,  indeed,  a  fo- 
reigner hy  birth, 

Mr.  WhUhread.  This  is  a  violation  of 
the  word  of  ministers  ;  it  is  an  unconsti- 
tutional proceeding,  and  an  insult  to  par- 
liament. The  treaty  was  announced  to 
parliament  as  signed ;  it  has  been  acted 
upon;  and  British  troops  are  still  kept  in 
foreign  parts.  It  must  not  stop  here.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  has  placed  himself 
and  bis  colleagues  in  an  awkward  predica- 
ment ;  and  1  will  boldly  affirm*  that  it  is 
the  first  time  any  minister  efer  lo  con- 
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(ducted  himself  towards  parliament.  If 
he  has  fallen  into  a  mistake  and  committed 
the  noble  lord,  who,  if  he  were  present, 
woold  not  deny  what  he,  had  asserted,  and 
would  be  above  suffering  the  trealy  to  be 
thus  silently  refused,  let  him  reconsider 
the  subject.  I  trust,  that  whatever  asper- 
sions may  be  cast  upon  t^iis  House  as  now 
constituted,  it  will  not  patiently  sit  down 
under  the  indignity  which  it  is  now  at- 
tempted to  offer  to  it. 

Mr.  Buthursi.  All  I  contend  for  is,  that 
the  House  has  nothing  to  complain  of 
this  evening,  but  that  the  subject  of  the 
troops  in  the  low  countries  was  not  intro- 
duced into  the  Speech.  Whether  govern- 
ment will  or  will  not,  at  any  future  period, 
produce  the  treaty  or  convention  alluded 
to,  I  do  not  pretend  to  affirm.  All  I  can 
aay  is,  that  they  have  no  intention  at  pre* 
•ent  to  communicate  it  to  parliament. 

Mr.  Whubread.  We  cannot  help  feeling 
a  little  compassion  for  their  infirmities— 
[^Order,  order !  J 

Here  the  conversation  dropped. 

Mr.  WhUhrtad  wished  to  know,  whether 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  any  plans 
of  finance,  which  he  intended  to  submit, 
and  how  early  it  was  probable  he  might 
be  prepared  to  bring  them  forward  ? 

The  Chancelior  of  the  Exchequer  stated, 
that  the  forms  of  the  House  would  scarcely 
admit  of  an  earlier  day  than  Monday  for 
the  sittins  of  a  committee  of  supply. 

Mr.  'Hernfy  inquired  what  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  meant  to  propose  with 
regard  to  the  Property  Tax,  during  the 
present  session  ?  It  would  be  of  import- 
ance also  to  many  members  and  the 
country  at  large,  if  he  could  name  the 
probable  period  when  he  should  be  able 
to  submit  any  measure  upon  that  subject. 

The  Chancellor  i^ihe  Exchequer  iViid^  that 
as  far  as  be  could  judge  at  present,  he  should 
not  propose  any  plan  before  Christmas. 
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Monday,  November  9. 

AMBaicAN  WAa.]  Mr.  Whitbread  un> 
derstood  the  right  nooourable  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  yesterday 
referred  to  certain  dispatches  which  were 
not  published,  respecting  the  atrocities 
committed  by  the  Americans.  He  wished 
to  know  if  those  atrocities  were  not 
committed  two  years  ago,  and  if  sir 
George  Prevpst,  having  taken  a  certain 
measure  of  retaliation,  had  not  declared 
his  future  conduct  should  be  regulated  by 


the  course  pursued  by  the   American  «• 
Had  any  intermediate  correspondence  take  n 
place  afler  this,  prior  to  the  burnini^  of 
Washington?  The  contradiction  which  be 
had  pointed  out  on  the  preceding  night 
between  th^  orders  said  to  have  been    re- 
ceived by  sir  Alexander  Cochrane  from 
sir  George  Prevost,  and  the  proclamation 
issued  by  sir  George  himself,  ought  to  be 
explained.    While  on  his  legs,  he  wished 
to   ask   another  question  respecting    the 
two  persons  whom  he  had  mentioned   as 
having  been  given  op  to  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment from  Gibraltar.     He  wished   to 
know  if  any  steps  had  been  taken  to  gain 
information  on  this  subject?    The  names 
of  the  parties  were  Core^  and  Puigblanc. 
The  officer  concerned  was  named  Smith. 

The  Chancelior  of  the  Exchequer  stated 
the  atrocities  committed  by  the  Ameri  - 
cans,  which  had  been  particularly  re- 
ferred to,  to  have  occurred  on  the  6th 
October,  1813,  and  not  in  ISI'J.  The 
papers  of  which  he  had  spoken,  were  not 
official  documents,  but  they  were  entitled 
to  full  credit.  Sir  George  Prevost,  for 
some  of  the  outrages  committed  in  Canada, 
had  retaliated  on  the  American  frontier, 
and  declared  hisfutuYe  conduct  should  de« 
pend  oh  that  of  the  enemy.  The  sobse- 
quent  barbarities  of  the  Americans  had 
since  rendered  severe  measures  necessary. 
With  respect  to  the  question  as  to  the  al- 
leged treatme>it  of  two  persons  at  Gib* 
raltar,.  he  had  only  to  say,  an  inquiry 
would  immediately  be^nade. 

Mr.  fVhitbread  asked  if  there  was  any 
clue  by  which  ministers  could  explain 
the  contradictory  proceedings  of  sir  George 
Prevost  himself,  and  sir  Alex.  Cochrane, 
who  stated  that  he  was  acting  under  the 
express  orders  of  sir  George  Prevost? 

No  aqswer  was  returned. 

British  Taoops  on  the  Continent.] 
Mr.  Fremantle  expi^ssed  bis  surprise,  that 
no  communication  had  yet  been  made  to 
the  House  on  the  subject  of  the  convention, 
by  which  this  country  agreed  to  support 
a  certain  number  of  British  troopaon  the 
continent.  By  this  time,  he  had  hoped 
that  the  noble  lord,  the  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs,  would  have  been  able  lo 
transmit  to  his  government  some  informa* 
Xion  on  the  suhject  of  that  agreement. 
But  he  understood,  notwithstanding  the 
declaration  of  the  noble  lord,  during  the 
last  session  of  parliament,  that  this  con- 
vention was  not  yet  ratified.  What  be 
therefore  complained  of  was,  that,  prior  te 
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tbe  ralificttioDt  the  Home  sfaoold  hare 
beeQ  called  upon  lo  make  good  ezpensei 
which  were  to  be  incurred  under  an  unfi- 
nished inttrument.  If,  as  he  understood^ 
the  conTcntion  was  not  ratified,  there  was 
no  ground  on  which  they  had  a  right  to 
maintain  a  force  abroad.  They  were  last 
ni^ht  toldj  that  it  was  necessary,  for  the 
safety  off  the  continent,  to  keep  a  great 
force  on  foot;  they  were  informed  by  a 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bathurst)  that, 
unless  such  a  force  were  pro? ided,  the 
treaty  of  Paris  would  be  nothing  better 
than  waste  paper.  This  was  a  subject  of 
the  utmost  importance ;  yet,  without  the 
shadow  of  information,  they,  who  were 
acting  for  their  constituents,  were  called 
upon  to  TOte  the  requisite  supply,  merely 
on  the  ground,  without  any  reason  being 
adduced  to  support  it,  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  keep  op  a  force  on  the  continent. 
When  he  last  night  stated  his  conviction, 
that  it  was  unconstitutional  to  keep  up 
an  army  abroad  without  tbe  concurrence 
of  that  House,  be  was  told  that  be  was 
mistaken*  He  would,  however,  maintain, 
that  to  send  troops  out  of  the  country, 
without  making  any  communication  to  par* 
liament,  was  unconstitutional  and  illegal: 
^d  he  called  on  the  right  hon.  tbe 
Speaker  to  state  whether  any  precedent 
existed,  in  which  the  British  troops  were 
employed  abroad,  without  a  communica- 
tion from  the  crown  being  made  to  tbe 
House  on  tbe  subject,  by  one  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers?  He  would  contend 
that  there  was  no  such  precedent.  For- 
merly an  Englishman  would  look  with 
jealousy,  and  justly  so,  if  such  a  measure 
were  attempted.  Who  could  possibly 
calculate  the  expense  ?  Tbe  minister 
estimated  it  at  40,000/. ;  but  it  might  be 
much  greater-i-it  might  rise  to  60  or 
to  100,000/.;  it  was  a  matter  of  uncer. 
tainty ;  the  Speech  from  the  throne  went 
no  farther  than  to  say,  that  we  must  pro- 
vide the  necessary  supply.— >There  was 
smother  point,  too,  which  it  was  material 
to  consider*  Those  British  troops,  those 
Englishmen,  were  under  the  command  of 
a  foreign  officer,  an  independent  sovereign 

(mnce,  who  could  not  be  amenable  to  the 
aws  of  this  ciountry  for  any  misconduct 
of  which  he  might  be  guilty.  It  was  far 
from  his  intention  to  insinuate  the  slightest 
disrespect  towards  his  serene  highness  tbe 
hereditary  prince  of  Orange ;  he  had  tbe 
highest  opinion  of  that  exalted  personage, 
both  as  to  his  military  and  private  cha- 
racter; and,  in  his  campaigns  under  lord 
(VOL.  XXIX.) 


Wellington^ he  had  conciliated  the  esteem 
of  tbe  whole  army.  But  this  case,  he 
contended,  was  unprecedented  in  the  his* 
tory  of  this  country,  and  demanded  the 
most  serious  attention  of  parliament.  He 
was  aware  it  might  be  replied  that  prince 
Ferdinand  commanded  Dritish  troops  in 
Germany  ;  but  there  was  a  British  com- 
mander under  him,  and  be  commanded 
them  in  no  other  way  than  as  he  was  tbe 
commander  in  chier  of  tbe  whole  allied 
forces.  Tbe  prince  of  Orange  would  not 
be  answerable  to  our  laws,  supposing  a 
case  wherein  be  might  misconduct  him* 
self.  If  any  proof  were  wanting  of  this, 
be  would  refer  to  tbe  recent  proceedings 
of  tbe  duke  de  Guiche,  who  was  an  officer 
holding  a  commission  in  the  British  army. 
When,  however,  by  the  restoration  of  the 
Bourbons,  he  recovered  his  property  and 
honours,  and  was  required  to  attend  bis 
duty  in  this  country  upon  a  court-martial^ 
what  was  his  conduct  ?  He  replied,  that 
be  bad  quitted  tbe  service,  and  it  was  not 
convenient  for  htm  to  attend.  Suppose 
tbe  prince  of  Orange,  then,  were  to  act  in 
such  a  manner  as  should  justly  call  upon 
that  House  to  stigmatize  bis  conduct,  and 
be  were  required  to  come  over  to  this 
country,  and  answer  such  charges  as 
might  be  preferred  against  him,  bow 
could  they  enforce  bia  attendance  ?  It 
would  be  impossible  to  do  it;  and  yet, 
under  such  circumstances,  tbe  lives  of 
British  soldiers  were  placed  under  his 
control.  Again  he  disclaimed  all  inten* 
tion  of  insinuating  that  any  such  miscon* 
duct  could  occur ;  but  it  seemed  to  him 
a  most  important  topic  for  parliament  to 
consider,  and  therefore  he  should  move, 
'« That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  bis  royal  highness  tbe  Prince  Regent^ 
requesting  that  he  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  direct  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  House  a  copy  or  copies  of  any  arrange- 
ments entered  into  by  his  Royal  Highness 
with  any  foreign  powers,  for  tbe  support 
of  British  or  foreign  troops  on  tbe  conti- 
nent of  Europe." 

Tbe  ChanceUar  if  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  was  now  able  to  acquaint  the 
House  that  this  convention,  though  signed, 
as  stated  by  his  noble  friend  towards  the 
conclusion  of  last  session,  had  never  been 
ratified  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  allies.  That 
would  create  no  surprise,  when  it  was 
considered  that  all  the  ministers  of  tbe 
great  allied  powers  had  been  employed 
during  tbe  summer  in  journies  and  ne^ 
ciations.    For  that,  and  other  reasons  with 
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which  lh§y  were  not  acqaainMd,  the  rati- 
fication had  not  taken  place ;  and  therefore 
being  an  incomplete  instrument,  it  bad 
not  yet  been  presented  to  parliament. 
Such  being  the  state  of  it,  he  should  feel  it 
his  duty  to  move  the  previous  question 
upon  the  present  motion.  The  convention 
itself  arose  out  of  the  treaty  of  Chaumont, 
which  had  for  its  object  to  unite  the  forces 
of  the  allies,  in  order  to  subdue  the  over- 
whelming power  of  Buonaparte.  When 
that  object  ceased,  from  the  restoration  of 
the  Bourbons,  much  still  remained  to  be 
done  in  determining  the  future  condition 
of  the  territories  which  were  wrested  from 
the  dominion  of  France ;  and  it  was  agreed 
that  each  of  the  contracting  parties  should, 
notwithstanding,  keep  on  foot  a  proportion 
of  that  quota  of  force  which  had  been 
stipulated  in  the  treaty-  of  Chaumont. 
The  troops  in  question  were  sent  as  part 
of  our  contribution  towards  carrying  on 
the  war,  and  they  would  have  been  equally 
sent  there  had  no  treaty  existed.  The 
treaty  of  Chaumont  had  been  sanctioned 
by  the  House;  and  the  employment  of 
the  troops  in  the  Low  Countries  was  only 
a  part  of  the  engagements  entered  into 
bv  that  treaty.  Independently,  however, 
of  any  treaty,  he  apprehended  there  was 
no  place  to  which  they  could  have  been 
sent,  more  interesting  or  more  important 
than  Holland  and  the  Netherlands.  The 
defence  and  protection  of  those  countries 
had  always  been  considered  by  every 
statesman  as  of  the  greatest  moment,  and 
he  believed  that  if  he  had  had  to  apply,  as 
probably  he  might  have,  to  parliament^ 
for  the  support  of  a  body  of  troops  in  the 
Netherlands,  independent  of  any  treaty, 
he  should  meet  their  approbation.  When 
the.  convention  was  rati  Bed,  it  would  of 
course  be  communicated  to  the  House ; 
or  if  it  should  happen  that  the  allied 
powers,  in  consequence  of  any  arrange- 
ments that  might  be  made  at  the  Congress^ 
should  think  it  unnecessary  now  to  ratify 
that  convention,  then  also  some  explana- 
tion would  naturally  be  given  to  parlia- 
ment. With  regard  to  the  illustrious 
individual  who  commanded  them,  he 
perfectly  agreed  with  what  had  fallen 
from  the  boo.  gentleman,  as  to  the  little 
probability  of  any  misconduct  on  his  part; 
but  supposing  such  a  case  possible,  he  was 
certainly  amenable  to  the  laws  of  this 
country,  as  a  British  officer,  and  liable  to 
lose  his  rank  and  emoluments* 

Mr.  Whitbrcad  said,  that  the  last  argu- 
ment of  the  right  hoa.  gentlemani  with 
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which  he  seemed  to  console  himself,  re« 
minded  him  of  the  consolation  which  wbs 
held  out  to  that  House  some  years  a^o, 
when  the  Austrian  loan  was  negociated. 
It  was  then  said,  that  if  the  emperor  of 
Germany  should  fail  in  his  engagements 
(and  he. did  fail,  for  we  were  stiTl  liearing 
the  burthen  of  that  loan)  he  might  be  sued 
in  his  own  courts  for  recovery.     He   had 
never  heard,   however,  that    either   the 
Solicitor  or  Attorney  General  bad   gone 
over  to  learn  the  German  language  ;   and 
be  believed  the  emperor  had  coosequentiv 
never  been  sued.    Just  so  they  were  now 
told,  that  if  the  prince  of  Orange  should 
misconduct  himself,  he  might  be  deprived 
of  his  honours  and   profit  as  a    British 
officer,  and  be  brought  to  this  country  to 
answer  such  misconduct.     Bat  how  was 
he  to  be  brought  ?  He  apprehended  they 
must  send  an  armed  force  thither,   and 
after  all,  perhaps  they  would  not  catch 
him.     It  was  really  absurd  and  childish 
to  talk  of  bringing  a  sovereign  and  inde* 
pendent  prince  to    an    account  in   this 
country,  for  any  misconduct  which  he 
might    commit.      He,    for    one,    most 
thoroughly    disclaimed    any  thought    of 
such  misconduct ;  but  they  were  to  look 
to  possible  circumstances.     In  adverting 
to  the  other  parts  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's speech,  it   appeared   that  they 
whose  infirmity  he  had  pitied  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  were  now  as  much  to  be 
pitied  for  their  ignorance.     The  ministers 
of  the  crown  in  that  House,  came  down  to 
ask  money  upon  the  faith  of  a  treaty  on 
which  they  had  been  acting,  though  they 
did  not  know  whether  it  had  or  bad  not 
been  ratified.     The  sort  of  excuse  he  bad 
set  up,  ought  not  to  be  received   by  the 
House.     L^rd  Castlereagh  had  been  long 
enough  in  Vienna  to  have  had  the  con> 
vention   ratified.     The  Congress  met  on 
the  82d  of  September,  and  couriers  were 
constantly  passing  to  and   fro.     If  there 
was  a  period  when  the  ratification  might 
have  been  easily  effected,  it  was  the  pre* 
sent,  when  the  ministers  of  all  the  monarchs 
of  Europe  were  concentrated  in  a  point. 
A  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bathurst) 
had  last  night  told  them,  that  if  an  army 
were  not  kept  up  in  Belgium,  they  might 
as  well  have  a  piece  of  waste  paper  as  the 
treaty  of  Paris.     By  the  same  principle, 
what  were  all  other  treaties,  but  pieces  of 
waste  paper?  The  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  argued,  that 
government  were  acting  under  the  treaty 
of  Chaumont,  which  was  intended  to  check 
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the  power  of  Buonaparte^  if  peace  were 
concluded  with  hira.  But«  whea  be  was 
deposed,  or  abdicated  the  throne,  the 
treaty  of  Chaumont,  he  would  contend, 
became  a  nullity.  If  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman argued,  that  it  was  as  necessary  to 
keep  up  an  armed  force  now,  as  when  the 
treaty  of  Chaomont  was  signed,  then  it 
was  evi<lent  that  nothing  had  been  gained 
by  the  exertions  of  the  allies,  since  all  the 
parties  were  obliged  to  continue  with  arms 
in  their  hands  to  prevent  the  aggrandize- 
ment of  France.  When,  he  should  be 
glad  to  know,  would  this  state  of  things 
subside  ?  When  would  the  British  troops 
be  withdrawn  ?  When  would  Holland  be 
able  to  stand  alone?  Was  the  restored 
bouse  of  Bourbon  to  be  considered  as  an 
enemy  equally  formidable  with  the  fallen 
dynasty  of  Buonaparte  ?  It  appeared  that 
considerable  forces  had  been  recently  sent 
to  Belgium  ;  perhaps  for  wise  and  useful 
purposes^  but  these  purposes  ought  to  be 
explained.  Let  not  the  parliament  of 
England  dispense  with  its  old  established 
foirosy  but  insist  that  the  decorum  due  to 
it  should  be  observed.  He  could  not  con* 
elude  without  observing,  that  the  armies 
of  the  difierent  allied  powers  were  extend* 
injg  themselves  throughout  diiferent  terri- 
tories, from  which  it  might  hereafter  be 
impossible  to  dislodge  them.  They  seemed 
to  be  imitating  the  conduct  of  Buonaparte, 
who,  at  the  peace  of  Amiens,  between  the 
signing  of  the  preliminaries  and  the  defi- 
nitive treaty,  annexed  to  France  the  several 
Italian  states.  t>o  Austria  and  Prussia 
were  now  possessing  themselves  of  dif- 
ferent portions  of  territory,  which  they 
might  not  hereafter  be  disposed  to  sur- 
render. 

Mr.  ButhwrU  said,  that  in  point  of  sub- 
atance»  the  thing  stood  now  exactly  as  it 
did  at  the  conclusion  of  last  session.  The 
mode  of  doing  it  might,  indeed,  be  quar- 
relled with  by  the  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
aite.  It  had  been  stated  by  the  noble  lord, 
that  until  the  different  arrangements  with 
respect  to  the  countries  conquered  from 
France  were  definitively  settled,  it  was 
agreed  by  the  allied  powers,  that  each  of 
tbem  shpuld  keep  up  a  oertain  proportion 
of  military  force.  The  other  powers  had 
done  this.  The  case  itself  was  new  and 
unprecedented,  and  the  proceedings  re- 

Suired  by  it  were  necessarily  the  same. 
\y  this  treaty  of  Paris,  Europe  had  been 
left  in  a  state  such  as  it  had  never  been 
before.  Be^ium  was,  nnqaestionably,  the 
place  of  all  others,  the  occMpation  of  which 


by  British  troops  ought  to  be  unattended 
b^  any  jealousy.  He  denied  having  last 
night  characterized  a  treaty  as  *  waste' 
paper.  What  he  had  said  was,  that  a 
treaty  was  only  paper,  unless  effect  were 
given  to  it  by  acting  upon  it.  For  instance, 
we  had  surrendered  some  islands  toFrance, 
Were  not  the  French  to  send  a  force  to 
take  possession  of  them  ?  The  French  had 
agreed  to  withdraw  from  Belgium,  but 
unless  the  fortified  places  of  that  country 
were  occupied,  of  what  avail  would  be  the 
agreement  ?  Or  would  the  hon.  gentle- 
man wish  the  protection  of  that  country  to 
be  left  to  Russia,  or  Austria,  or  Prussia, 
rather  than  to  the  nation  so  materially- 
interested  in  its  fate  as  Great  Britain? 
Although  he  thought  that  this  was  the 
most  proper  employment  of  the  forces 
which  this  country  was  pledged  to  keep 
up,  yet  he  felt  no  jealousy  of  any  of  the 
nations.  He  did  not  consider  that  in  this 
arrangement  there  was  any  more  jealousy 
shewn  towards  France,  than  towards 
Austria,  Russia,  or  Prussia.  It  was  evident 
that  Belgium,  being  ceded  by  France  to 
the  allies,  must  be  garrisoned  by  the 
troops  of  some  of  the  coalesced  powers, 
and  he  thought  that  no  troops  could  more 
properly  be  employed  for  that  purpose 
than  our  own.  It  had  been  asked,  how 
long  was  this  to  last?  He  could  not 
exactly  tell,  as  the  effects  of  the  treaty 
would  not  be  completed  until  the  congress 
at  Vienna  had  finally  settled  the  fate  of  all 
those  countries  which  had  been  recovered 
from  the  4ominion  of  France.  As  to  the 
convention  itself,  it  could  not  be  laid 
before  the  House  until  it  was  ratified :  he 
had  no  objection,  however,  to  the  sub- 
stance of  it  being  communicated  to  them. 
As  to  the  objection  of  having  the  British 
army  comma^ided  by  the  hereditary 
prince  of  Orange,  he  could  not  distinguish 
the  difference  between  the  present  case 
and  that  of  prince  Ferdinand  commanding 
the  British  army  in  Germany. 

Mr.  'fiernaf  said,  that  although  prince 
Ferdinand  had  had  the  military  direction 
of  the  British  troops,  the  punishment  of 
them  was  entrusted,  by  special  commission, 
to  the  marquis  of  Granby  alone.  So  it  was 
with  the  duke  of  York,  when  acting  under 
the  prince  of  Saze  Cobourg.  Now,  the 
prince  of  Orange  bad  absolute  and  uncoo* 
troled  power,  not  as  regarded  the  military 
operations  only,  but  as  it  regarded  the 
puoisliment  of  the  British  troops;  a  situa- 
tion in  which  British  soldiers  were  never 
before  placed*    He  trusted  this  evil  would 
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be  removed  by  giying  to  some  officers  of 
the  British  army  an  authority  similar  to 
that  formerly  enjoyed  by  the  marquis  of 
Granby  and   the  dake  of  York.     With 
respect  to  his  hon.  friend's  motion^  he 
could  see  no  difficulty  in  making  a  return 
to  it.    It  was  for  copies  of  any  engage- 
ment that  had  been  entered  into  by  his 
Majesty  with  foreign  powers.    Now  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  acknowledged 
that  such  an  engagement  had  been  made, 
and  that  it  had  been  ratified  by  this  coun* 
try.    Why  not  produce  it  ?     It  was  im- 
portant to  do  so,  because  the  return  would 
necessarily  be  accompanied  by  a  state- 
ment of  the  reasons  which  had  occasioned 
his  Majesty  to  be  the  only  one  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  by  whom  the  treaty  had 
been  ratified.    To  him  it  appeared  to  be 
highly  indecorous  for  ministers  to  talk  of 
the  employment  of  British  troops  under  a 
foreign  power^  without  having  put  parlia- 
ment in  possession  of  a^y  document  on  the 
subject.    It  was  highly  injurious,  he  be- 
lieved it  was  unprecedented,  for  parliament 
to  recognize  such  an  application  of  British 
troops  without  any  previous  communica- 
tion from  the  crown.    It  was,    besides, 
highly  desirable  to  know  the  precise  en- 
gagement stated  i  n  the  convention.    What 
wai  the  number  of  troops  to  be  furnished 
by  Great  Britain  ?     Some  said    40,000, 
others    50,000.     By  a  third  set  it  was 
rumoured    that    75,000    men    was    the 
number  to  be  furnished ;  with  this  con« 
dition,  that  if  a  fewer  number  were  sent, 
the  deficiency   should    be   supplied    in 
money,    at    the   rate   of    28/.   a    man. 
Would  the  House  submit  to  be  kept  in 
ignorance  of  the  facts  ?     He  allowed  that 
Belgium  was  to  us  a    most  interesting 
country.    But  was  it  a  sufficient  answer  to 
all  inquiries  to  say,  that  our  troops  were 
employed  there,  without  producing  any 
details  of  the  conditions  of  their  service  ? 
He  could  not  see  why  the  treaty  had  not 
been  ratified.    It  was  curious  to  hear  the 
right  hon.  ^ntleman  say,  that  because  all 
the  secretaries  of  state  of  Europe  had  been 
assembled  together,  that  a  delay  has  arisen 
in  the  completion  of  this  instrument!    If 
their  absence  had  occasioned  confiision 
and  blundering,  that  would  have  been 
perfectly  intelligible ;    but  as  it  was,  he 
confessed  his  astonishment  that  the  ratifi- 
cation had  not  taken  place  in  half  an  hour. 
It  was  material  to  know  if  the  money  to 
be  furnished  by  us  was  employed  for  the 
common  interest,  or  for  the   particular 
•bjecti  of  particalar  powers.    Had  the 
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treaty  been  folly  carried  into  effect  ?  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  said  it  had  been 
acted  upon.  Yes,  by  us ;  but  had  it  been 
acted  upon  by  the  other  powers?  If  bo, 
produce  it,  and  let  that  fact  be  shown. 
What  objection  could  there  possibly  be  to 
let  parliament  have  the  substance  of  the 
treaty  ? 

Mr.  Bathum  said,  across  the  table^  that 
he  had  stated  in  his  speech  his  readiness 
to  afford  that  which  would  be  fully  expla- 
natory of  the  treaty  in  question. 

Mr.  Tiemey  was  not  aware  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  entered  into 
any  explanation  on  the  subject.  Had  be 
said  any  thing  of  the  number  of  men  to 
be  furnished  by  this  country  ? 

Mr.  Bttthurtt  replied,  that  be  had  ofllered 
to  the  hon.  mover,  before  he  brought  for> 
ward  his  motion,  to  produce  the  substance 
of  the  convention,  and  he  had  just  repeated 
that  offer  on  his  legs. 

Mr.  IHemey  said,  that  he  had  not  under- 
stood it  so;  but  that  the  declaration  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  quite  sufficient. 
He  would  therefore  sit  down,  to  listen  to 
the  way  in^which  the  communication  was 
to  be  made. 

The  Chancclhr  of  the  Exchequer  observed, 
that  the  way  would  be  by  laying  before 
the  House  tne  substance  of  the  convention 
in  question. 

Mr.  Fremantle's  motion  was  then  with* 
drawn. 

Resolutions  aaspBCTiNG  Public  Bust* 
Nfiss.]  On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  it  was  resolved,  "  That 
in  this  preseqt  session  of  parliament,  all 
orders  of  the  day,  set  down  in  the  order 
book  for  Mondays  and  Fridays,  shall  be 
disposed  of  before  the  House  will  proceed 
upon  any  motions,  of  which  notices  shall 
be  entered  in  the  order  book.'^ 

Resolutions  relating  to  Pritate 
Bills.]  On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  it  was  resolved, 
1.  «*  That  this  House  will  not  receive  any 
petition  for  private  Bills  after  Friday,  the 
25th  day  of  this  instant  November.  2. 
That  no  private  Bill  be  read  the  first  time 
after  Monday,  the  0th  of  March  next.  3. 
That' this  House  will  not  receive  any  re* 
port  of  such  private  Bill  after  Monday,  the 
1st  day  of  May  next" 

Militia.]  Lord  Bridport  appeared  at 
the  bar  with  the  Report  of  the  Address  to 
the  Prince  Begent. 
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Lord  Miiion,  before  the  report  wu 
brooght  up*  wished  to  pet  some  qoesiions 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  with 
respect  to  the  disembodying  the  militia. 
It  bad  always  been  understood,  that  upon 
the  restoration  of  peace,  the  militia  regi- 
ments were  to  be  disembodied.  He  wished 
to  know  upon  what  grounds  it  was,  that 
•ome  regiments  had  been  disembodied, 
while  others  were  still  kept  up.  This 
operated  with  peculiar  sef  erity  upon  some 
counties,  while  others  were  exempt  from 
the  hardship.  It  must  be  recollected,  that 
the  wives  and  children  of  militia-men 
were  supported  by  county-rates,  or  by 
other  rates,  which  fell  equally  on  the 
county.  It,  therefore,  now  happened,  that 
this  pressure  fell  exclosiTely  on  some 
counties,  and  not  upon  others.  It  was 
also  an  amazing  grievance  to  the  men 
themselves,  who  had  served  through  so 
long  a  war,  and  thought  the  moment 
arrived  when  they  might  rejoin  their  fami- 
lies, to  find  that  they  were  still  to  be  kept 
np,  as  if  the  war  had  still  continued. 

Colonel  Gate  Langum  could  not  let  this 
opportunity  pass,  of  expressing  his  high 
admiration  ot  the  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  regiment  of  militia  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  command,  who,  after 
twelve  years  service,  being  called  again 
from  their  native  country,  marched  with 
an  alacrity  which  did  them  the  greatest 
honour,  to  the  discharge  of  another  service* 
He  hoped  and  trusted  that  ministers  would 
take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  convincing 
the  militia,  that  it  was  not  intended  to 
keep  them  embodied  a  moment  longer 
than  was  possible ;  for  the  continuance  of 
some  of  the  regimenia  In  service  had  ex* 
cited  a  strong  sensation  among  them. 

Mr.  Baihwii  said,  that  with  respect  to 
the  legal  part  of  the  noble  lord's  observa- 
tions, it  must  be  remembered,  that  though 
v?e  were  at  peace  with  one  power,  we 
vrere  not  at  peace  with  all ;  and  that  there- 
fore, if  the  service  of  the  coontry  required 
it,  government  was  fully  justified  in  keep- 
ing embodied  as  many  regiments  of  the 
snilitia  as  seemed  necessary.     If  it  were 


not  necessary  to  keep  the  whole  embodied, 
how  were  those  counties,  whose  regiments 
were  retained  in  service,  injured  by  the 
other  counties  being  relieved  from  the 
burthen  ?  Adverting  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  )>on«  colonel  who  had  so  distin- 
guished  himself  in  his  command  of  a 
militia  regiment,  he  readily  acknowledged 
that  nothing  could  be  more  creditAle 
than  the  conduct  of  the  regiment  whlcb 
that  hon.  gentleman  commanded;  and 
declared,  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  were 
anxious  to  take  the  first  opportunity  of 
which  their  doty  would  permit  them  to 
avail  themselves,  to  e&ct  the  reduction  of 
the  militia  altogether.  ' 

Lord  MUum  observed,  that  the  pream- , 
hies  of  the  Militia  Bills  ran,  "  Whereas  It 
is  expedient,  as  a  defence  against  inva- 
sion." Mow,  really,  he  did  not  suppose 
there  was  any  apprehension  of  our  neing 
invaded  by  America. 

The  Report  of  the  Address  was  then 
brought  up,  and  agreed  to. 

In  answer  to  a  question  from  Mr. 
Tiemey,  respecting  the  Army  Extraordi- 
naries,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
said,  that  be  proposed  to  bring  forward 
to*  morrow  the  general  account  of  the  bills 
drawn  on  the  treasury ;  but  he  apprised 
the  right  hon*  gentleman  that  the  account 
could  only  be  very  general,  and  that  it 
was  impossible,  at  this  early  period,  to 
famish  the  items  or  details. 

Mr.  Tkm^  apprehended,  from  what  he 
had  just  heard,  that  there  was  no  proba- 
bility of  knowinff  whether  any  mode  could 
be  sidopted  of  iomishing  a  complete  ac- 
count of  the  military  expenditures  occa- 
sioned by  the  war  on  the  continent  which 
might  be  taken  as  the  winding-up  of  the 
business. 

The  Ckmeeihr  ifikt  ScelefMsr  rejoined, 
that  he  thought  this  would  be  otterly  im* 
possible. 

AasTaACT  of  ns  Nsr  Sxvbnus  to 
lOTH  Oct.  1814.3  The  following  Paper 
was  presented  by  Mr.  Charles  Grant,  jon. 
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Abstract  qfiht  Net  Revenue. 
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ABSTRACT  of  the  Net  Prodvcb 
10th  October  1815,  and  10th 
of  the  Customs  and  Excise. 


of  the  Revenue,  in  the  Quarters  and  Years  ending 
October  1814: — Distinguishing  the  Total  Produce 


CUSTOMS: 


Customs,  • 
Ditto  -  - 
Ditto    ^    - 


-  Consolidated 

-  Annual  Duties.... 
•   War  Taxes 


Total  Produce  of  Customs...  <£. 

,    EXCISE: 

Excise,     -     -    Consolidated 

Ditto    -    •     -    Annual  Duties.  ••• 
Ditto    -    -    -    War  Taxes 

Total  Produce  of  Excise <£. 

Stamps • 

Post  Office 

Assessed  Taxes 

Property 

Land  Taxes 

Miscellaneous... ....••• 

Pensions,  &c.  Annual  Duties. 

Total  Net  Revenuem.......  «£. 


Qaarter  ended 

lOih  October 

181S. 


857,271 
1,400,679 
1,185,181 


3,443,131 


4,$95,766 

120,916 

2,111,978 


7,228,660 


1,395,061 
361,000 
624,086 

5,240,071 

146,694 

92,515 


7,859,427 


18,531,218 


Tear  ended 

lOth  October 

1813. 


£. 

3,905,936 
2,731,091 
3,520,194 


10,157,221 


16,691,167 

462,789 

5,406,203 


22,560,159 


5,265,064 

1,394,000 

6,096,633 

13,814,153 

1,165,322 

422,600 

1,500 


28,159,272 


60,876,652 


Qaarter  ended 

loth  October 

1B14. 


£. 

1,567,749 
1,507,353 
1,142,602 


4,217,704 


4,975,216 

114,896 

1,960,688 


Year  e»ded 

lOib  October 

1814. 


£. 

4,193,319 
2,636,902 
3,382,953 


10,213,174 


17,787,192 

464,042 

5,903,315 


7,050,800 


1,459,855 
405,000 
577,008 

5,112,081 

145,368 

69,169 


7,768,481 


19,036,985 


24,154,549 


5.540,666 
l,453,OOf> 
6,423,312 
14,189,137 
1,105,016 
383,010 


29,094,141 
63,461,864 
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Ihur^day^  November  10. 

Lord  Wauingbam.]  The  Earl  of' 
LhofooJ,  after  a  short  eulogiam  oq  the 
long  and  sealoua  services  of  lord  Walsing- 
haoi  .as  chairman  of  the  committees  of  that 
House,  concluded  by  moving  an  Address  to 
the  Prince  Regent,  "  humbly  to  represent 
lo  his  Royal  Highness  the  faithful  services 
of  lord  Walsingbam,  as  chairooAn  of  the 
committees  of  that  House,  and  the  inde- 
fatigable attention  devoted  by  his  lord- 
ship, during  a  period  of  20  years,  to  the 
private  Bills  in  the  House,  which  had  so 
essentially  contributed  to  increase  the 
character  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House, 
and  eminently  to  benefit  the  subject ;  and 
to  pray  that  some  mark  of  acknowledg- 
ment might  be  conferred  upon  lord  Wal- 
singbam for  such  services,  he  having,  by 
infirmity,  been  compelled  to  retire  from  the 
situation  of  chairman  of  the  committees/' 


This  Address,  after  a  few  words  fron  the 
lord  Chancellor  and  earl  Fiizwilliam,  ex* 
pressive  of  tiieir  approbation  of  the  services 
of  lord  Walsingbam,  was  agreed  ionem.  dts. 

The  Earl  of  Shaftbsbury  appointed 
Chaibman  of  CoMMiTTEBs*]  The  Earl  of 
Liverpool,  after  a  few  observations,  urging 
the  fitness  of  the  earl  of  Shaftesbury  to 
fill  the  situation  of  chairman  of  com- 
mittees,  from  whose  ability  and  zealous 
attention  already  displayed  in  that  office 
during  a  considerable  part  of  last  session, 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe  he  would 
be  eminently  calculated  to  fulfil  the  duties 
of  it,  concluded  by  moving  '<  That  the  earl 
of  Shaftesbury  be  appointed  chairman  of 
the  committees  of  that  House.''— Qrdered  ; 
and  also  on  the  motion  of  the  earl  of 
Liverpool,  ^  That  the  earl  of  Shaftesbury  do 
take  the  chair  in  all  committees  of  the 
House,  and  in  all  select  committees,  unless 
any  such  committee  should  be  specially 
empowered  to  chuie  their  own  chairman* 
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HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 
Friday,  Noconber,  11. 

The  Militia.]  The  order  for  som- 
moning  their  lordships,  upon  the  motion 
ofearl  FitzwtHiam  respecting  the  Militia, 
being  read. 

Earl  Fittxotiliam  rose,  and  adverting  to 
the  value  and  importance  of  the  militia 
establishment,  illustrated  the  necessity  of 
guarding  it  with  peculiar  jealousy.    The 
several  statutes  which  the  legislature   in 
its  wisdom  had  enacted  upon  this  subject, 
afibrded,  he  observed,  ample  evidence  of 
its  solicitude  to  preserve  that  great  con* 
stitutional  force  from  any  sort  of  violation, 
to  prevent  any  perversion  of  it  from  the 
original  objects  of  its  institutibo.    Those 
object^  were,  therefore,  clearly  defined 
by  the  law;  and  to  apply  the  militia  to 
any  purpose  not  within  the  contempla- 
tion of  that  law,  would,  he   apprehended, 
naturally  claim  the  attention  of  parliament. 
Looking  to  the  law  in  order  to  understand 
its  letter  and  spirit,  he  was  led  to  conclude, 
that  there  were  only  four  cases  in  which 
it  was  provided  that  the  militia  should  be 
called  oat  or  embodied :  these  four  cases 
were  invasion,  imminent  danger,  insurrec- 
tion, and  actual  rebellion ;  and  he  held, 
that  if  the  militia  were  embodied  in  any 
other  case,  the  law  was  directly  violated. 
What  then  was  to  be  thought  ot  keeping 
the  militia  embodied  at  a  time  when  none 
of  the  cases  described  could  be  said  to 
exist  ?    Under  such  circumstances,  be  de- 
cidedly thought  that,  according  to  law,  no 
part  of  the   militia  could  be  embodied. 
lliis  he  ventured  to  lay  down  as  a  position 
sustained  by  the  contents  of  the  d liferent 
statutes  applicable  to  the  question.    Upon 
what  i^round  the  keepine  of  the  militia 
embodied  at  present  could  be  justified,  he 
was  wholly  at  a  loss  to  conceive,  peace 
being  restored  in  Europe ;  and  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  country,  he  could  not  sup- 
pose that  any  of  the  cases  he  had  men- 
tioned could  be  alleged  to  exist.     It  was 
not  stated  that  there  was  any  such  serious 
apprehension  of  danger  from  abroad  as 
these  cases  referred  to,  and  it  could  not  be 
pretended  that  the  country  was  in  any 
degree  disturbed.     He^  indeed,  felt  him« 
self  warranted  in  asserting  that  neither  of 
these  cases  did  exist,  and  therefore  he 
maintained,  that  keeping  the  militia  em- 
bodied was  in  direct  violation  of  the  law. 
Having  said  so  much  as  to  the  law  upon 
this  subject,  the  noble  earl  proceeded  to 
animadvert  apon  the  grievances  occasioned 
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by  embodying  the  militia.  The  ctrcum- 
stances  of  the  men  who  were  thus  com- 
pelled to  remain  in  a  military  establish- 
ment, were,  he  felt,  peculiarly  deserving 
of  consideration.  How  many  peasants 
and  tradesmen,  originally  forced  to  enter 
the  militia,  were,  by  continuing  the  esta- 
blishment, denieJ'the  happiness  they  bad 
protnised  themselves  of  returning  to  their 
homes  and  families  upon  the  conclusion  of 
peace !  How  many  of  that  description 
were  thus  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of 
their  domestic  comforts,  which  were  no 
doubt  comparatively  few,  but  still  they 
were  the  comforts  of  their  condition,  and 
the  disappointment  must  be  felt  by  them 
with  aggravated  severity  !  But  the  mor- 
tification of  these  deserving  persons  who 
had  already  devoted  a  great  part  of  their 
lives  to  the  public  service,  was  not  the 
only  grievance  created  by  keeping  the 
militia  embodied ;  for  the  several  town- 
ships of  every  county  were  aggrieved 
through  their  obligation  to  maintain  the 
wives  and  families  of  such  militia-men  as 
were  retained  in  service.  Thus  the  coun- 
ties whose  militia  regiments  remained  em- 
bodied, were  encumbered  with  the  main- 
tenance of  the  wives  and  families  of  the 
men  whose  industry  was  rendered  unavaiU 
able  for  the  benefit  of  these  counties, 
while,  bye-the-bye,  ministers  had  thought 
proper,  in  disbanding  some  regiments, 
wholly  to  exempt  from  such  burthens  the 
counties  to  which  these  regiments  be- 
longed. The  noble  earl  concluded  with 
moving  "  for  a  return  of  the  militia  regi- 
ments which  had  been  disbanded,  and  the 
time  when  the  orders  for  disbanding  them 
were  issued,  together  with  a  return  of  the 
militia  regiments  which  were  still  em- 
bodied." 

Viscount  Sidmatuh  said,  that  as  the 
orders  referred  to  on  the  motion  of  the 
noble  earl,  were  issued  from  the  office  in 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  preside,  he 
felt  it  necessary  to  address  some  observa- 
tions to  their  lordships  upon  the  subject. 
The  noble  earl  had  trulv  stated,  that  it  had 
formed  apart  of  the  considerate  wisdom  of 
the  legislature  to  make  various  provisions 
for  the  maintenance  and  application  of  our 
militia  establishment*  But  in  adverting  to 
the  several  acts  which,  with  regard  to  our 
great  constitutional  force,  the  policy  of 
the  legislature  had  thought  proper  to  adopt 
as  restrictions  upon  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown  respecting  martial  law,  the  noble 
earl  had  omitted  to  mention  a  case  to 
which  that  force  was  rendered  available. 
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namely,  the  recraiting  of  oar  regular  army. 
Bat  the  aathority  of  the  crown  was  not, 
even  independently  of  that  case,  by  any 
means  so  limited  as  the  noble  earl  ap- 
peared to  think;  for  history  afforded 
numerous  instances  in  which  the  militia 
had  been  called  oat  and  embodied,  when 
neither  of  the  foor  cases  existed  which  the 
noble  earl  had  described.  But  it  coold 
not  be  disputed,  that  in  a  state  of  war  the 
ffovereign  was  legally  entitled  to  call  out 
and  embody  the  militia  of  the  country  for 
its  own  defence.  Such,  indeed,  had  al- 
ways been  the  oniversal  anderstanding ; 
and  there  was  not  a  single  clause  in  any 
of  the  acts  upon  the  subject,  to  negative  the 
power  of  the  crown  to  call  out  the  militia 
upon  the  existence  of  danger.  He,  bow- 
ever,  was  free  to  admit,  that  the  militia 
were  not  to  continue  embodied  after  that 
danger  had  ceased ;  but  to  determine  upon 
that  cessistion  was  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  executive,  no  doubt  to  a  Rrave  respon- 
sibility as  to  the  exercise  of  that  discre- 
tion. So  much  with  respect  to  the  law 
opon  this  subject ;  and  then  as  to  the  grie v* 
ances  and  disappointments  complained  of 
by  the  noble  earl,  who  were  they  by  whom 
that  complaint  could  be  consistently  pre'> 
ferred  ?  The  balloted  man  was  still  entit- 
led to  his  discharge  at  the  end  of  five 
years,  fcnr  which  he  was  originally  bound 
to  serve  ;  and  as  lo  the  substitute,  he  was 
engaged  to  serve  for  years,  or  so  long 
as  the  regiment  in  which  he  enlisted  con-, 
tinned  embodied.  Such  were  the  terms 
of  his  oath.  What  contract,  then,  was 
violated  with  these  men  by  the  plan  to 
continue  the  militia  establishment  em- 
bodied ?  They  had  in  fact  no  reason- 
able ground  of  complaint  in  being  re- 
tained in  the  service,  while  the  country 
unhappily  remained  in  a  state  of  war. 
The  legality  of  so  retaining  them  could 
not,  he  was  convinced,  be  consistently 
questioned.  In  this,  therefore,  he  totally 
differed  from  the  noble  earl,  while  he  fully 
concurred  with  him  in  regretting  the  hard- 
ships alluded  to ;  but  these  hardships  arose 
out  of  the  necessity  created  by  the  pub- 
lic exigency,  which  he  alleged  to  exist, 
and  to  require  the  suspension  of  the  order 
for  disembodying  the  militia.  With  re- 
gard to  the  grievance  mentioned  by  the 
noble  earl,  respecting  the  maintenance  of 
the  wives  and  nimilies  of  such  militia-men 
as  continued  embodied,  he  had  the  satis- 
faction of  informing  the  noble  earl  and 
the  House,  that  this  point  had  been  con- 
sidered by  ministers,  and  that  it  was  in- 
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tended  to  relieve  the  counties  to  which 
the  embodied  regiments  belonged,  by  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  such  maintenance 
from  Uie   public  funds  of   the  coonuy. 
The  noble  viscount  repeated,  that  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  our  situatioD,  it 
was  found  necessary  to  continue  some  of 
the  militia  embodied.     The  public  ezi* 
gency  called  for  that  proceeding,    and 
unless  some  measure  could  be  devised, 
equally  expeditious  and  {efficient,  to  keep 
up  the  public  force  of  the  country  to  the 
standard  rendered  necessary  by  that  exi- 
gency, that  proceeding  could  not  be  pro- 
perly dispensed  with ;   but  he  could  as- 
sure the  House,  that  the  proceeding  vroold 
not  be   continued  longer  than  the   exi- 
gency which  suggested  it  should  continue 
to  exist.    To  the  motion  of  the  noble  earl 
he  did  not  propo3e  to  make  any  objection; 
but  he  thought  it  necessary  to  assure  the 
noble  earl  and  the  House,  that  as  to  the 
regiments  disbanded,  no  partial  spirit,  no 
undue  iofluence  whatever,  had  any  ope- 
ration, the  application  of  the  order  to  any 
particular  regiments  being  in  fact  a  mere 
matter  of  accident,  before  it  was  found 
necessary  to  prevent  its  general   exten- 
sion—'before    his  Majesty^    government 
saw  the  propriety,  from  peculiar  circom- 
stances,  of  forbearing  from  any  farther 
reduction  of  our  means  of  domestic  de- 
fence, or  of  provision  for  the  supply  of 
our  foreign  exigencies. 

Lord  OremnUe  thought  it  proper  to  af- 
ford the  noble  Secretary  an  opportunity 
of  setting  himself  right,  if  he  had  not 
correctly  understood  the  purport  of  his 
observations.  But  first,  with  respect  to 
the  law  opon  this  subject.  Before  he 
came  to  the  House  he  had  great  doubts  as 
to  the  legality  of  the  proceeding  of  mi- 
nisters, in  ordering  the  militia  to  conUooe 
embodied,  notwithstanding  the  conclusion 
of  peace  in  Europe;  and  these  doubts,  in- 
stead of  having  been  removed  or  shaken, 
were,  he  must  confess,  considerably 
strengthened  by  what  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  Secretary  of  State.  If,  then,  the 
ground  stated  by  that  noble  lord  were 
those  only  opon  which  it  was  proposed  to 
rest,  he  should  pronounce  the  measure  of 
ministers  to  be  totally  unwarrantable. 
He  should,  however,  reserve  the  right  of 
changing  his  opinion,  if  other  and  satis- 
factory grounds  for  this  extraordinary 
measure  should  be  advanced.  But  the 
noble  earl  had,  in  the  course  of  his  endea- 
vour to  Justify  this  measure,  offered  argu- 
ments which  were  not  only  inconsistent 
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Yvith  the  laws  for  rcgoUting  the  conduct 
^f  ih«  miliiu,  bot  wbolly  irreconcileabJe 
wiih  tbe  priQciples  of  a  free  gofernmeDt. 
Wbat  did  the  Doble  Secretary  mean  by 
describing  tbe  laws  respecting  the  militia 
as  reslriciions  upon  tbe  prerogative  of  the 
crown  ?  Did  he  mean  that  those  laws  only 
restrained  the  crown  from  subjecting 
the  people  of  this  country  to  martial  law, 
while  the  fact  was,  that,  according  to  the 
law  of  England,  the  crown  had  no  ri^ht 
whatever  to  exercise  such  an  authority, 
excepting  in  one  case  only,  namely,  in 
the  event  of  actual  invasion  ?  If  the  noble 
Secretary  thought  otherwise,  he  was  sore 
the  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack  would 
correct  his  error.  The  laws  relative  to  tbe 
militia,  no  doubt,  restrained  the  crown 
from  using  that  force  in  any  cases  dif* 
fereni  from  those  pointed  out  by  tbe  le- 
gislature, and  these  cases  had  been  cor- 
rectly described  by  his  noble  friend  who 
brought  forward  the  motion.  Bot  the  no- 
ble becretary  alleged,  that  there  was  no 
clause  in  the  Acts  referred  to,  which  dis- 
tinctly prescribed  when  the  militia  should 
be  disembodied.  To  bis  mind,  however, 
the  prescription  appeared  sufficiently  dis- 
tinct: for  those  Acts,  in  describing  tbe 
cases  of  public  danger  in  which  the  militia 
abould  be  embodied,  naturally  poimed 
out  when  they  should  be  disemtnidied ; 
that  when  the  cause  of  embodying  them 
should  cease,  the  eflfect  should  cease  also. 
But  yet«  according  to  the  opinion  of  the 
noble  Secretary,  discretion  was  left  to  go- 
vernment to  determine  the  time  and  cir- 
cumsUnces  in  which  the  militia. should 
be  disembodied.  He,  bowefer,  would 
venture  to  assert,  that  ministers  were  not 
invested  with  any  such  discretion.  The 
law  described  tbe  causes  for  embodying 
this  force,  and  the  discretion  of  govern- 
ment was  limited  by  the  existence  of  these 
causes.  The  noble  Secreury,  therefore, 
was  under  a  complete  misconception  of 
tbe  law.  But  tlie  noble  Secretary  was 
not  only  misinformed  as  to  law,  but  mis- 
informed as  to  fact :  for  history,  to  which 
the  noble  Secretary  had  thought  proper 
to  refer  in  support  of  his  view  of  the  sub- 

1'ect,  was  decidedly  against  him.  From 
listory  it  appeared*  that  since  the  original 
« institution  of  the  militia,  four  cas^  had 
occurred  in  which  that  force  was  called 
out  and  embodied  :-^first,  in  the  seven 
years  war;  and  although  this  country 
was,  at  the  close  of  that  war,  completely 
triumphant^  it  would  be  recollected  that 
in  tbe  course  of  the  war  there  was  reason 
(VOL.  XXIX.) 


to  apprehend  invasion ;  indeed,  the  design 
to  invade  us  was  actually  manifested  by 
the  enemy ;  and,  under  these  circum- 
stances, the  militia  was  embodied.  The 
next  case  occurred  in  the  course  of  the 
American  war ;  but  it  would  be  remem- 
bered, that  although  that  war  commenced 
in  m4f,  it  was  not  until  America  was 
joined  by  France,  which  bad  the  power  to 
invade  .this  country,  and  until  Spain  also, 
which  had  the  means  of  asserting  an  in- 
vasion, manifested  a  disposition  to  enter 
into  alliance  with  the  enemy,  that  our  mi- 
litia establishment  was  called  out ;  so  that 
four  years  had  expired  af^ef  the  com- 
mencement of  the  American  war,  before 
it  was  attempted  to  embody  the  militia^ 
and  that  notoriously  in  order  to  guard 
against  invasion,  which  there  was  but  too 
much  reason  ta  apprehend  from  the  actual 
appearance:  of  the  combined  fleet  off  our 
coast.  Tbe  danger,  indeed,  of  invasion^ 
instead  of  decreasing,  continued  to  in- 
crease up  to  the  very  conclusion  of  that 
unfoitunaie  war;  so  that  in  these  two 
cases,  to  guard  against  ^invasion  was  tfao 
cause  for  embodying  ihe  militia.  Socb 
was  the  inditputable  testimony  of  history, 
which  the  noble  Secreury  had  quoted  in 
support  of  his  opinion.  Then,  as  to'tho 
thiitl  case,  it  would  hsrdly  be  disputed  ; 
for  without  referring  to  written  records,  it 
was  within  the  recollection  of  our  owa 
time,  that  in  1793  the  militia  was  called 
out  in  order  to  guard  against  insurrection; 
and  the  existence  of  that  danger  was  not 
communicated  to  the  House  merely  on 
the  assertion  of  a  minister,  or  through  a 
passage  in  any  individqars  speech,  bot 
on  tbe  aothoriiy  of  a  secret  committee, 
whose  report  was  grounded  upon  a  mass 
of  evidence.  That  the  cause  assigned  for 
calling  out  tbe  militia  at  that  day  waa 
well-founded,  he,  from  personal  know* 
ledge,  could  satisfactorily  speak;  and 
through  the  existence  of  that  cause,  tha 
militia  was  embodied  even  before  tbe 
commencement  of  the  war.  Now,  as  U^ 
the  fourth  case,  the  noble  Secretary  could 
himself  best  tell  as  to  the  cause  of  calling 
out  tbe  militia  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  which  terminated  with  the  lata 
peace.  The  noble  Secretary,  who  waa 
then  the  minister  of  the  country,  would, 
he  apprehended,  bear  out  the  assertion, 
that  the  cau<«e  for  calling  out  tbe  militia 
at  that  time,  was  with  a  view  to  guard 
against  invasion,  which,  indeed,  tha 
thenmler  of  France  expressed  his  reso- 
lution to  attempt,  and  actually  aiada 
(H) 
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preparation  to  effect.  Here  were  the  only 
cases  in  which  the  militia  were  embodied 
since  their  original  insiitatioDi  and  all 
were  comprehended  within  the  description 
of  his  noble  friend.  Where,  then,  were  to 
be  found  the  nomeroos  instances  which 
history  affbrdedj  according  to  the  assertion 
of  the  noble  Secretary,  in  which  the  militia 
were  called  out,  when  none  of  the  cases 
described  by/ the  noble  mover  had  any  ex* 
istence  ?  But,  leaving  the  noble  Secretary 
to  revise  his  historical  quotation,  he  would 
ask,  upon  another  part  of  his  speech,  what 
>  Was  meant  by  the  assertion  that  govern* 
ment  was  warranted  in  calling  out  the 
militia  whenever  the  country  was  at  war? 
If  it  was  meant  that  a  state  of  war  justified 
the  embodying  of  the  militia  without  any 
reference  to  the  apprehension  of  invasion 
or  insurrection,  then  the  principle  might 
be  pressed  to  warrant  the  calling  out  of  this 
force  upon  the  existence  of  any  war  in 
India.  But  the  fact  was,  that  no  such 
principle  could  for  a  moment  be  main- 
tained ;  and  it  was  bis  fullest  conviction 
that  if  the  measure  of  ministers,  which 
gave  rise  to  the  motion,  had  no  other 
grounds  to  stand  upon  than  those  stated  by 
libe  noble  Secretary,  that  measure  was  not 
only  not  legal,  but  grossly  illegal.  If  there 
existed  no  ground  of  apprehension  from 
the  continent  of  Europe,  and  that  appre- 
hension was  removed  by  the  peace,  what 
reason  could  be  assigned,  what  necessity 
could  exist,  for  increasing  the  means  of  an 
internal  defence  in  the  present  undisturbed 
state  of  the  country  ?  Why,  then,  should 
the  militia  continue  embodied  ?  What 
danger  or  apprehension  of  danger  could 
be  supposed  to  warrant  such  a  measure  ? 
The  merchants  had  no  doubt  made  loud 
complaint  of  their  apprehensions  from  the 
activity  of  American  cmizers,  by  which 
It  was  alleged  that  our  poru  were  nearly 
bldckaded  ;  but  was  it  apprehended  that 
there  was  any  danger  or  an  invasion  of 
this  country  from  America,  to  make  the 
embodying  of  any  part  of  the  militia  ne- 
cessary }  If  so,  then  let  recourse  be  had  to 
parliament  lo  consider  and  allot  the  pro- 

fortion  deemed  necessary,  so  that  the 
urthen  shall  be  imirly  distributed  among 
the  several  counties.  The  noble  Secretary 
had  assured  the  House,  that  no  partiality 
was  intended  in  the  allotment  which  now 
existed ;  that  it  was  through  mere  accident 
the  militia  of  any  county  had  been  dis- 
banded while  that  of  another  was  retained; 
and  farther,  that  those  counties  whose  regi- 
ments were  retained  in  service^  shonld  be 
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relieved  by  the  public  pnrse,  from    the 
burthen  of  maintaining  the  wives    and 
families  of  the  miiiiia-men.    But,  did  these 
assurances  aflbrd  an  adequate  remedy  for 
the  evils  complained  of?     It  was  the  doty 
of  the  legislature  to  interpose  upon  such 
an  occasion,  not  merely  to  remove  partial 
pecuniary  burthens,  but  to  remove  inequa- 
lity of  service.    The  pecuniary  bartben 
was,  in  fetct,  but  a  trifling  grievance,  com* 
pared  with  the  inequality  of  personal  aer- 
vice,  which  the  measure  under  discussion 
created*    The  noble  lord  concluded  with 
repeating  his  opinion,  that  if  the  country 
were  really  in  so  deplorable  a  state  as  Co 
apprehend  invasion  from  America^  and 
that  therefore  the  militia,  or  any  part  oi 
it,  must  continue  to  be  embodiea  for  en« 
suring  our  domestic  defence,  it  was  a  sob-> 
ject  proper  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  how  the  burthen  of  providing  for 
the  force  deemed    necessary  should  be 
equally  divided. 

Viscount  Sidmouiht  in  explanation  oh* 
served,  that  he  had  been  much  misunder<* 
stood  bv  the  noble  lord.  He  never  as- 
serted that  the  militia  laws  were  merely  a 
restraint  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
from  calling  upon  all  his  Majesty's  subjects 
for  military  aid ;  all  he  meant  to  state  was, 
that  those  laws  were  a  restraint  upon  the 
crown,  so  far  as  regarded  the  special  cases 
under  which  alone  the  militia  were  Co  be 
continued  embodied.  The  instances  quoted 
by  the  noble  lord  had  also  been  quoted  erro- 
neously, the  militia  having  been  continued 
embodied  in  the  French  and  the  American 
war»  afler  all  imminent  danger  of  invasion 
had  ceased.  With  respect  to  the  war 
likewise  that  commenced  in  1792,  he  was 
surprised  to  find  that  the  noble  lord's  me- 
mory had  failed  him,  it  being  the  fact,  that 
the  secret  committees  alluded  to  by  the 
noble  lord,  did  not  investigate  the  subject 
till  a  considerable  period|— -not  till  the 
year  1794  or  1795— after  the  militia  were 
called  out.  In  all  the  instances  indeed, 
the  militia  were  continued  embodied  long 
after  all  danger  of  invasion  had  ceased. 
In  the  late  war,  for  example,  all  danger  of 
invasion  had  ceased  after  the  remnant  of 
the  French  army  returned  from  Moscow  ; 
at  which  period,  if  the  principles  of  the 
noble  lord  were  to  h&ve  been  adopted,  the 
militia  ought  immediately  to  have  been 
disenkbodied.  This  served  to  prove  the 
erroneous  construction  which  the  noble 
lord  bed  put  upon  the  militia  laws;  a 
oonstruetion  which  was  at  variance  with  all 
the  practice  upon  the  lubjecU    As  to  tho 
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auppofition  of  the  noble  lord*  thai  he  bad 
hinted  at  any  d.anger  of  iovaaion  from 
America^  it  was  completely  onfounded; 
all  he  had  stated  was,  that  the  foreign  And 
domestic  calls  for  military  service  ren- 
dered it  necessarv  that  the  militia  should 
.  be  continoed  embodied ;  and  bowoTcr  he 
might  lament  the  incon? enience  of  the 
burthen  that  thereby  ensuedi  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  pablic  service  rendered  it  im- 
perative. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  observed,  that 
what  had  been  aleeady  said  upon  the  ques- 
tion immediately  before  the  House,  ren- 
dered it  unoeeessary  for  him  to  enter  at 
length  upon  the  subject.    He  could  not, 
however,  helpobserving  upon  the  partiality 
which  appeared  to  have  been  observed  in 
continuing  some  regiments  of  militia  em- 
bodied, and  disembodving  others,  and  on 
ihfr  vacillation  which  seemed    to  have 
marked  the  conduct  of  ministers  upon  thie 
point.     Whilst    important    negociations 
were  under  their  care  abroad,  they  seemed 
to  have  nothing  to  do  at  home  but  to  at- 
tend to  the  military  service,  and  yet  upon 
this  subject  the  strangest  inconsistency 
bad  occurred.    His  noble  friend  had,  he 
thought,  given  an  amply  soflficient  answer 
to  the  noble  viscount,  as'  to  the  legality  of 
continuing  part  of  the  militia  embodied. 
The  noble  viscount,  however,  seemed  to 
intimate  that  this  was  to  be  so  far  rendered 
m  permanent  measure,  that  a  special  act  of 
parliament  was  to  be  proposed  to  regulate 
It    Why  this  should  take  place  without 
aome  better  reason  being  assigned  for  it, 
be  was  at  a  loss  to  understand ;  certain  he 
was,  however,  that  the  proceedings  of  mi- 
•siisters  in  disembodying  some  regiments  of 
militia,  and  continuing  others  embodied, 
ooftht  to  be  looked  to  with  a  watchful  and 
jealous  eye.    The  continuing  the  militia 
embodied,  for  instance,  in  the  district  of 
which  his  noble  friendt  the  mover  of  the 
present  question,  was  the  natural  protec- 
tor, was  a  grievous  burthen ;  whilst  in  Ire- 
land it  was  far  from  being  a  burthen,  it 
was  looked  up  to  as  a  service  of  advanti^e 
and  emolument,  apd  aflbrded  a  consider- 
able patronage    to  the  government.    It 
ought  not,  however,  to  be  endured  that  the 
government  should  convert  into  a  source 
of  patronage  this  partial  measure  of  conti- 
ifuing  embodied  a  certain  portion  of  the 
militia.    What  were  the  aetual  intentions 
of  ministers,  he  knew  not ;  but  certainly 
in  Ireland  there  had  been  a  strange  jum- 
ble of  marchings  and  counter-marchings, 
orders^tnd  coimtor«ocders»  Nothing  codd 
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be  more  ridiculous,  for  instance,  than  their 
indecision  respectiog  a  trifling  militaiv 
question.    The  cavalry  barracks  at  Cahir 
had  been  delivered  up  two  years  ago  in  a 
perfect  state,  whilst  in  the  barracks  of 
Clonmell,  where  the  15th  dragoons  were 
quartered,  complaints  were  made  that  they 
were  not  sufficiently  accommodated ;   and 
the  infantry  there  also  complained  that 
they  were  too  much  pressed  upon  by  the 
cavalry.    In  answer  to  these  complaints, 
it  was  intimated  that  government  had  had 
before  them  for  three  months  a  question 
respectiog  the  racks  and  mangers,  but  had 
not  yet  come  to  any  determination  upon 
it.    Seriously,  however,  some  information 
ought  to  be  laid  before  the  House  as  to 
that  state  of  the  continent,  which,  accord- 
ing  to  the  noble  viscount,  created  the 
necessity  for  this  partial  measure  regard* 
ing  the  militia.    Upon  this  subject  there 
never  was  a  speech  so  remarkable  for 
giving  such  little  ipformation  as  the  Speech 
recently  delivered  from  the  throne,  or  as 
to  any  reason  or  necessity  for  calling  par- 
liament together.    With  respect  to  Ire** 
land,  ministers  seemed  to  have  forgotten 
that  there  was  any  such  country  forming 
a  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.    Not  .a 
word  vras  said  relating  to  it.     It  might 
have  been  thought,  that  after  what  passed 
towards  the  close  of  the  last  session,  some- 
thing would   have  been  said.     At  that 
period  two  Bills  were  passed,  one  of  which 
was  for  the  revival  of  the  Act,  known  by 
the^iame  of  the  Insurrection  Act ;  and  the 
other,  for  want  of  some  more  appropriate 
tiame,  had  received  that  of  the  gentleman, 
who,  as  Secreury,  managed  the  adHirs  of 
Ireland,  and  who  was  supposed  to  take  a 
particular  interest  in  the  measure,  and  was 
commonly  called  Mr,  Peel's  Bill.    These 
measures  were  proposed  at  a  time  when 
nearly  all  the  Irish  members  were  absent, 
and  without  any  of  that  discussion  or  oon- 
sideration  which  subjects  of  such  import- 
ance demanded.  He  wished  to  ask  whether 
either  of  these  measures  had  been  carried 
into  execution  in  any  part  of  Ireland ;  and 
if  so,  with  what  effect  ?    In  a  part  of  Ire- 
land with  which  he  was  more  immediately 
connected,  he  had  objected  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  operation  of  Mr.  Peel's 
Bill,  because  there  was  no  previous  ex- 
perience of  any  such  measure ;  whilst  with 
respect  to  the  Insurrection  Act.  they  had 
experience  of  the  operation  of  the  former 
act  of  that  nature.    It  was  on  this  ground 
that  he  objected  to  the  preference  given 
by  the  gofeinment  to  Mr,  Peel's  Bill. 
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He  likewise  wasauxious  to  ask  ministeri  a 
qaestion  relaiive  to  a  subject  which  they 
wished  probably  to  forget  altogether — he 
ftlluded  to  the  Catholic  question.  The 
persoh  whose  situation  it  was  alleged  was 
the  principal  obstacle  to  the  concessions 
to  the  Catholicst  had  since  been  restored 
to  his  former  territories  and  high  func- 
tions, through  the  extortions  of  ministers ; 
and  he  wished  to  know  whether,  that  main 
objection  being  now  done  away,  it  was  the 
Intention  of  ministers  to  propose  any  mea- 
sure for  the  relief  of  his  Majesty's  Ca- 
tholic subjects  ? 

The  Earl  of  Lxverpool^  with  respect  to 
the  militiai  observed,  that  his  noble  friend 
bad  been  misunderstood  with  regard  to 
the  Bill  intended  to  be  proposed.  It 
was  by  no  means  a  permanent  measure, 
as  the  noble  earl  who  had  just  sat  down 
seemed  to  suppose ;  but  merely  this,  that 
for  whatever  time  ihe  militia  continaed 
embodied,  the  counties  and  townships 
ahoold  be  exonerated  from  the  expense. 
He  lamented  as  much  as  any  one  the 
burthen  and  incouYenience  to  which  in- 
dividuals were  exposed  by  continuing  the 
militia  embodied ;  but  it  might  be  relied 
vpon^  that  it  would  no  longer  be  continued 
than  the  exigency  of  the  public  service 
required.  With  regard  to  Ireland,  he 
was  not  aware  that  the  bills  to  which  the 
noble  earl  had  alluded  had  been  applied 
in  more  than  one  instance ;  but  he  was 
persuaded  that  they  had  operated  in  the 
way  in  which  alone  they  were  intended, 
namely^  as  preventive  measures,  and  that 
to  them  the  tranquil  state  of  the  country 
was  in  a  great  measure  to  be  attributed. 
With  respect  to  the  question  regarding 
the  Roman  Catholics,  the  noble  earl  must 
be  aware  what  his  sentiments  were  upon 
that  point ;  and  that  though  he  more  par- 
ticularly objected  to  the  proposed  conces- 
sions to  the  Roman  Catholics  on  the 
ground  of  the  then  situation  of  the  sove- 
reign of  Rome,  yet  that  he  had  also  other 
and  strong  objections  to  these  concessions. 
As  to  the  want  of  information  regarding 
the  state  of  the  continent,  it  was  of  course 
th9  inevitable  result  of  the  pendency  of 
negociations  involving  complicated  and 
inost  important  interests,  and  during  the 
pendency  of  which  it  of  course  followed 
that  no  information  respecting  them  coaid 
be  communicated  to  parliament 

The  Marquis  of  Buckinghaun  observed, 
that  the  noble  viscount  had  been  singularly 
unfortunate  in  his  remarks  on  the  histori- 
cal details  of  his  noble  relative.    The 
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noble  viscount  had  said,  fbai  at  (he  begin* 
ning  of  the  seven  years  war  there  wna  no 
danger  of  invasion ;   now,  the  fact  vra^ 
that  in  1756  so  great  was  the  danger  of 
invasion,  that  German  troops  were  called 
into  this  country  in  the  contemplation  of 
that  event.    As  to  the  American  war,   the 
noble  viscount  had  answered  himself,  bj 
stating  that  there  were  only. 6,000  men  in 
the  country  at  the  lime.    In  1792,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  French  war,  it  was  true 
there  was  not  mucb  danger  of  invaaioo ; 
but  the  danger  of  insurrection,  which  was 
one  of  the  contingencies  stated  in  the  act 
as  proper  for  the  exercise  of  the  royal  pre- 
rogative of  calling  out  the  militia,  was 
imminent.    The  coimtry  on  that  oocaaios 
were  convinced  of  the  necessity,  and  gave 
credit  to  the   ministry  for   Ihe  motive, 
'Ihe  motives  now  alleged  were    the  in* 
ternal  and  external  calls  for  a  mrlitaiy 
force.     As  to  the  necessity  for  troops  to 
provide  for  the  garrisons  at  home,  to  call  oat 
the  militia  for  this  purpose,  while  we  were 
at  peace  with  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  amd 
with  a  large  regular  force  not  employed  m 
active  service,  was  a  violation  of  the  law  and 
u^age  respecting  this  force      And  as  to 
the  foreign  calls  for  Btitish  troops,  the 
Prince  Regent's  minister*)  were  not  justi- 
fied  in  commg  to  parliament  with  this 
plea,  when  (hey  refused  to  coramonicate 
even  the  fact  of  their  being  continued  oa 
the  continent  since  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace.     A^  their  lordships  were  ignoraot 
of  any  grounds  on  which  British  iroops 
could   be  employed    abroad,  and   as  we 
were  at  peace,  not  only  with  Europe,  but 
with  every  country  from  which  a  possi- 
bility of  invasion  could  arise,  thvir  lord* 
ships  had  sufficient  motives  for  agreeing 
to  the  motion. 

Lord  GrenoHU  said,  he  did  not  intend 
to  prolong  the  discussion  on  a  subject  tin 
which  his  noble  relative  had  left  him  liiUe 
to  say,  iMil  to  justify  himself  from  ibe 
charge  of  t>eing  mistaken  in  the  historical 
details  which  he  had  thought  necessary 
to  bring  to  their  lordships'  recollection. 
He  never  had  asserted  that  the  commit* 
tees  respeitins  the  calling  out  the  militia 
in  17^,  bad  been  formed  in  that  year; 
but  he  had  mentioned  those  commiitees 
as  a  proof  that  danger  of  insorrection  had 
existed.  The  proceedings  of  the  commil* 
tees  also  furnished  sn  answer  to  the  ques* 
tion  which  the  noble  viscouot  bad  triom* 
phantly  asked,  whether  the  danger  of  in* 
sarrection  bad  not  been  immediately  ex- 
tinguished ?  since  it  wonkl  be  seen  a  yesi 
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ftfCer,  from  the  details  laid  on  the  tables 
of  those  committees^  that  the  danger  bad 
not  disappeared.  The  result  of  the  de* 
ta^  which  he  had  addoced  was,  that  the 
militia,  in  former  times,  had  never  been 
called  out  and  embodied  but  under  the 
danger  of  insorrection  or  invasion;  and 
that  when  embodied,  it  was  never  kept  up 
but  when  we  were  at  war  with  powers 
within  a  few  hours  sail  of  our  own  coasts. 
Did  the  noble  viscount,  when  he  denied 
that  there  was  A  danger  of  invasion  in 
1778,  remember  the  defenceless  state  of 
Ireland  at  thai  time»  and  the  extraordinary 
measures  to  which,  for  the  purpose  of 
guarding  against  invasion,  the  govern- 
ment of  that  country  was  obliged  to  re- 
tort }  Did  he  forget  the  immense  political 
consequences  which  were  the  results  of 
those  measures  ?  Did  he  forget  that  all 
our  army  was  at  that  time  In  America ; 
that  in  Ireland  there  were  no  regular 
Ifoops;  that  in  England  there  were  only 
0,0(X);  that  France,  our  enemy,  was  dis- 
engaged from  any  continental  quarrel; 
that  Spain  was  at  liberty  to  employ  its 
power  against  us  ?  It  was  in  vain  to  deny 
It :  the  neccHsity  for  keeping  up  the  mi- 
litia at  present,  arose  solely  from  our  main* 
iaiiiing  a  large  part  of  our  reguUr  force 
on  the  continent.  This  result  rendered  it 
necessary  for  the  House  to  investigate 
every  branch  of  that  subject;  whether 
there  was  any  authority  for  such  a  pro- 
ceeding; whether  the  circumstances  of 
the  present  time  justified  it;  and  whether, 
if  the  necessity  and  expediency  were 
made  manifest,  a  full  representation  should 
not  have  been  made  to  parliament,  of  a 
step  whi^h  iovoUed  such  an  important 
consequence,  not  merely  as  the  noble  earl 
opposite  had  said,  whether  one  county 
ab(»uld  pay  a  few  poonds  more  than  ano- 
ther, but  the  partial  and  unequal  selection 
from  among  the  subjecu  of  tnis  realm,  of 
persons  to  be  kept  in  time  of  peace  in  mi- 
litary array,  subjected  to  military  cora- 
inand  and  military  punishment. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to* 

BirriSB  Taoops  on  tbi  CoiiTiiimT.] 
The  Marquis  of  lantdmtme  said,  that  he 
ibould  on  Monday  move  an  Address  for 
the  communication  of  the  engagements 
entered  into  by  this  country  with  foreign 
powers,  for  the  maintenance  of  British 
tfoopa  on  the  continent.  It  would  not  now 
be  necessary  to  enter  Into  farther  detail, 
and  be  should  merely  move,  that  their  lord* 
ships  be  summoned  for  that  day. 


The  Earl  of  Lherpoal  said,  that  he  had 
stated  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of 
parliament|  that  there  was  an  e^ga^ement 
in  which  this  country  had  stipulated  to 
keep  up  a  force  on  the  continent.  From 
circumstances,  the  ratification  by  the  other 
powers  had  not  been  received  by  this 
government,  though  we  had  signed  that 
treaty.  He  was  not  aware,  theretore,  thai 
it  would  be  correct  to  lay  the  treaty  in 
form  before  parliament ;  but  he  bad  no 
doubt  but  that,  without  any  motion  on  the 
subject,  he  should  be  enabled  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  the  substance  of  the 
treaty. 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdawne  thought  it 
his  duty  to  persist  in  his  notice,  as  he 
conceived  it  would  be  more  convenient 
that  any  discuuion  on  the  subject  should 
take  place  on  the  day  he  bad  stated^ 
though  probably  the  noble  earl  would  be 
able  to  state  grounds  lo  induce  him  to 
withdraw  or  alter  the  form  of  his  motion. 

The  Lords  wer^  then  ordered  to  be 
summooed  on  Monday. 


Coubt-Maitial  on  Captain  BAacLAV.] 
The  Marquis  of  Bmckmghum  (jave  notice, 
that  he  should  on  Monday  move  for  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court* 
Martial  on  captain  Barclay,  and  the  ofii- 
cers  and  men  remaining,  in  consequence 
of  the  destruction  of  our  fleet  on  Lake 
Erie.  The  object  of  this  moi  ion  was  not 
to  throw  any  imputation  on  the  officers 
and  men,  who  had  bfon  honourably  ac- 
quitted, but  to  shew  the  inadequacy  of 
our  force  on  the  Lakes  at  thi*  time  in 
question,  to  the  protection  of  our  colonies. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Fruk^,  NoDtmber  1 1. 

The  Prince  Regent's  Answeb  to  the 
AnnEBSs.]  The  Speiiker  reported  to  i  he 
Houst*,  that  the  House  attended  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Rcgrnt  yesterday 
with  their  Address,  to  which  his  Rnyal 
Highness  was  pleased  to  give  this  most 
gracious  Answer : — 

"  Gentlemen;  I  thank  you  for  this 
loyal  and  dutiful  Address.  The  senti- 
ments which  it  conveys  are  fresh  proofs  of 
that  attachment  to  his  Majesty's  person 
and  government  which  must  always  be 
meet  mtefol  to  my  heart,  and  of  that  re- 
gard ror  the  honour  and  interests  of  our 
country  which  has  so  long  distinguished 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  so  greatly 
contributed  jo  raise  thii  kingdom  to  iu 
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present  eminence  among  the  nations  of 
the  world." 

FiKANciAL  Papers.]  Mr.  rfm»^  wished 
to  know  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excbeouer  to 
produce,  amongst  the  Financial  Papers 
expected  by  the  Honse  previous  to  the 
discussion  on  the  supply,  the  outstanding 
and  unfunded  debt,  as  well  as  the  surplus 
of  the  consolidated  fund  for  the  quarters 
ending  the  first  of  October,  ]813,  and  the 
aame  period  in  the  present  year  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  an« 
swered,  that  there  was  no  intention  to 
withhold  any  papers  usually  expected  at 
the  opening  of  a  session :  but  be  must  only 
say,  that  it  would  not  be  possible  to  pro* 
duce  at  this- time  any  accounts  relative  to 
the  application  of  the  vote  of  cCedit  for 
the  present  year. 

Mr*  Tiemey,  in  reply,  observed,  that  all 
he  wanted  was  precisely  the  same  papers 
which  were  produced  at  this  time  last 
year,  as  connected  with  the  service  of  the 
present  year. 

The  general  accounts  were  then  moved 
for,  and  ordered.  On  the  question  for  the 
production  of  those  relative  to  the  vote  of 
credit. 

The  ChanceUar  of  the  Exchequer  explain- 
ed, that  one  million  had  been  carried  to 
the  account  of  the  army  extraordinaries, 
and  two  mil  lions  to  that  of  the  navy,  the 
details  of  which  could  not  yet  be  furnished. 

Mr.  Tiermy  was  anxious  to  know,  whe- 
ther the  papers  to  be  produced  would  ex* 
plain  the  enormous  arrears  in  the  branch 
of  the  army  service,  which  amounted  to 
no  less  than  IS  millions  ? 

The  CluinceUor  qfthe  Exchequer  explain- 
ed, that  the  accounts  would  shew  all  the 
outstanding  debts;  but  as  the  subsidies 
were  so  often  paid  by  drafts  from  abroad, 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  say  whether 
they  were  exactly  correct. 

Sbamen  and  'Marines'  Pension  Bill.] 
Mr.  Croker  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
encouragement  and  reward  of  petty  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  marines,  for  long  and 
faithful  service.  He  briefly  stated  to  the 
House  the  object  of  this  Bill.  For  the  re- 
ward and  maintenance  of  the  seamen  and 
royal  marines,  when  disabled  by  wounds, 
or  absolutely  worn  out,  a  fund  was  pro- 
Tided  by  the  chest  at  Greenwich ;  bat  for 
seamen  who  were  discharged  after  a  cer- 
tain length  of  service,  though  not  abso* 


lutely  worn  oqt,  no  reward  was  appointed. 
The  governor  and  commissioners  of  Green- 
wich-hospital, though  anxious  to  extend 
relief  to  that  class  of   claimants,    foond 
themselves  restricted  by  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment, which  expressly  pointed  out  thost 
men  only  who  were  wounded,  disabled,  or 
worn  out.  as  the  specific  objecta  of  that 
fund.    The  intention  of  the  present  Bill 
was  to  do  away  that  restriction,  and  to 
render  the  chest  at  Greenwich,  and  the 
Hospital  there,  available,  as  far  as  they 
would  go,  to  all  those  petty  officers,  sea- 
men, and  royal  marines,  whom  a  certaia 
length  of  service  entitled  to  claiaa  soch 
benefit.    It  was  also  the  intention  of  the 
board  of  Admiralty,  after  a  certain  length 
of  service,  to  grant  to  seamen  and  royal 
marines  a  free  discharge^  with  a  penaion^ 
instead  of  that  interminable  serrice  which 
now  existed ;  taking  care  to  make  the  re- 
gulations as  analogous  to  those  of  the 
army,  as,  upon  a  fair  and  liberal  view,  the 
two  services  would  admit.    Another  ob- 
ject of  the  Bill  was,  to  consolidate  the 
funds  of  the  chest  at  Greenwich  with  those 
of  the  Royal  Hospital.    At  present  they 
constituted  two  nominally  distinct  estab- 
lishments, with  separate  sets  of  offices,  &c. 
having  only  one  end  in  view.    For  the 
sake  of  economy,  therefore,  it  was  de- 
sirable in  fact,  as  they  were  already  ia 
principle.      These   funds,    thus   united, 
would,  he  apprehended,  be  sufficient  kt 
the  expenses  likely  to  be  incurred  by  the 
arrangements  of  the  present  Bill ;    but 
should  they  not  cover  the  whole,  that 
House,  he  trusted,  would  not  be  unwilling 
to  extend  its  liberality  towards  so  merito- 
rious a  class  of  individuals.     He  begged 
to  remind  the  House  of  one  thing :  at  pre- 
sent, all  the  funds,  out  of  which  the  pen- 
sions of  Chelsea  College  were  paid,  were 
borne    by    the  public;    while  those  at 
Greenwich  were  paid  by  the  seamen  thean 
selves,  out  of  their  wases,  &c.    The  array, 
on  the  contrary,  suffered  no  deduction 
from  their  wages ;  and  he  trusted,  there- 
fore, he  did  not  form  too  confident  a  hope 
in  believing,  that  should  parliameaury 
aid  be  necessary  to  place  the  two  aerrices 
upon  an  equal  footing,  that  aid  would  be 
cheerfully  granted.    The-exemplary  con- 
duct of  the  seamen  and  royal  marines,  had, 
on  various  occasions,  called  forth  their 
admiration  and  approbation.    They  had, 
indeed,  on  various  trying  occasions^  espe- 
cially since  the  conclusion  of  the  peace, 
when,  from  the  ships  being  on  distant  sta- 
tions, and  otbar  caosesi  it  was  found  in- 
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posiable  to  diicharge  them  all  with  equal 
impartiality,  given  proofs  of  the  greatest 
loyalty  and  devotion  to  their  country. 
He  concloded  with  moving,  '<  That  leave 
be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  encoa- 
ragement  and  reward  of  petty  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines,  for  long  and  faithful 
service." 

Mr.  Ward  made  some  inquiry  relative 
to  the  limitation  of  the  half* pay,  and  how 
far  it  included  masters'  mates  and  mid- 
•hipmen  ? 

Mr.  Croker  stated  in  reply,  that  it  com- 
prised so  many  persons  of  different  ranks 
and  service,  it  was  quite  impossible  for 
him  to  give  at  once  the  particular  infor- 
mation sought  for.  So  far  back  as  last 
May,  the  Admiralty  called  for  returns 
from  the  different  fleets,  of  the  length  of 
services,  &c.  of  those  officers.  These 
returns  were  not  yet  completed ;  when 
they  were,  it  was  meant  to  make  a  liberal 
distribution  of  masters'  mates  for  promo- 
lion,  and  also  to  select  others  for  further 
employment :  those  not  discharged  would 
be  retained  in  the  ships  still  in  commis- 
Bion. 

Mr.  Tienniy  wished  to  know  the  number 
intended  to  be  so  disposed  of? 

Mr.  Crcher  replied,  it  had  not  yet  been 
decided  upon.  As  officers  of  the  descrip- 
tion alluded  to,  formed  the  germ  of  the 
future  maritime  force  of  the  country,  the 
number  would  be  considerable,  probably 
double  the  number  usually  on  board,  for 
those  ships  retained  in  commission. 

Mr.  fidiaoii  begged  to  know  whether 
masters'  mates  and  midshipmen  would 
disqualify  themselves  for  the  intended  re- 
muneration, if  they  entered  into  the  mer- 
chant service  ? 

Mr.  Croker  sud,  by  no  means ;  it  was 
even  meant  that  lieutenants  should  be  en- 
titled to  a  similar  extension,  if  they  thought 
proper  to  avail  themselves  of  it.  The 
object  of  the  Bill  was  to  place  them  un- 
restrictedly with  pensions,  similar  to  those 
of  the  army,  and  under  a  ceruin  classifi-* 
cation. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikmt  suggested  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  a  sort  of  retaining 
atipend  to  seamen,  with  a  view  of  com- 
manding their  services  at  a  future  period, 
should  circumstances  render  such  a  step 
■eeessary. 

Mr.  Crokn  nid,  that  to  a  cerUin  extent 
the  plan  in  contemplation  would  form  a 
sort  of  registry,  containing  the  names  of 
those  entitled  to  reward;  and  one  to 
whicb  the  country  could,  in  case  of  no* 


Cessity,  resort,  and  command  the  services 
of  the  parties,  or  call  on  them  to  forfeit 
their  stipends. 

Mr.  Hote  highly  approved  of  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  Admiralty,  on  behalf  of 
a  numerous  class  of  persons,  who  deserted 
well  of  their  country. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the 
Bill,  which  was  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  for  a  second  reading  on  Monday. 

CouBT-MAariAL  on  Colonel  Quentin.] 
Colonel  Pokier  rose  and  said,  he  was 
extremely  sorry  to  have  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  a  subject  in  which  it 
might  be  thought  that  he  was  actuated 
by  personal  motives:  he  alluded  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  recent  court-martial 
on  colonel  Quentin.  As  far  as  related 
to  himself,  there  was  nothing  in  those 
proceedings  which  affiscted  him;  for  he 
trusted  that  his  own  character  stood  so 
perfectly  onimpeacbed  by  them  that  it 
needed  no  justification.  (Hear,  hear,  hear !) 
It  was  for  the  sake  of  others,  not  for  his 
own,  that  he  now  addressed  the  House. 
He  was  aware  upon  what  delicate  ground 
he  stood ;  and  in  .  his  endeavours  to  d^ 
justice  to  the  case,  he  should  be  anxious 
to  avoid  entering  into  any  topic  that  was 
not  necessarily  connected  with  it ;  it  was 
not  his  intention,  in  moving  for  the  pro* 
ceedings  to  be  laid  before  the  Housci  to 
complain  of  the  sentence  of  the  court- 
martial,  but  to  confine  himself  to  the  ob- 
servations of  the  court  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  officers,  which  were  totally  un- 
founded, but  which  had  been  made  the 
ground  of  censure  and  punishment  in- 
flicted upon  them.  He  should  abstain  at 
present  from  any  statement  of  what  be 
had  to  oflfer,  and  in  the  interim  should 
only  move  for  the  proceedings.  Perhaps 
he  might  find  it  necessary  to  ground  a 
motion  upon  those  proceedings,  but  he 
did  not  wish  to  pledge  himself  to  it.  He 
was  afraid  he  could  not,  consistently  with 
the  rules  of  the  House,  make  the  motion  at 
that  moment— ("  Yes,  you  can  !"  was  ex- 
claimed by  several  members).  If  so,  he 
should  then  beg  leave  to  move,  ^*  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  court-martial  upon 
colonel  Quentin  be  laid  upon  the  table  of 
that  House.*'— The  motion  being  handed 
up  to  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  expressed  some  doubt  as  to 
the  propriety  of  its  form.  He  appro, 
bended  it  would  be  more  regular  if  con- 
verted into  an  humble  Address  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Prijice  Regent ;  the  House 
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bowever  woald  assist  bim,  if  wrong  in  his 
recollection. 

The  motion  wa%  withdrawn,  and  shaped 
in  the  form  of  an  Address,  which  being 
read  and  seconded, 

Mr,  Manners  SiUitm  said,  he  felt  the 
greatest  astonishmenit  in  observing,  that 
while  the  hon.  member  was  hesitating 
whether  to  submit  an  immediate  motion 
or  a  notice  to  the  House,  he  had  been 
cheered  on  by  some  members  to  the 
former  proceeding ;  and  he  presumed  they, 
at  least,  were  convinced,  by  what  the 
gallant  colonel  bad  advanced,  that  the 
House  ought  to  accede  to  his  wishes.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  he  should  not  be  con- 
sidered as  prematurely  entering  into  the 
discussion  in  what  he  had  to  oiFcr  to  their 
attention.  It  appeared  to  him.  indeed, 
that  no  sufficient  ground  whatever  had 
been  laid  for  granting  immediately  the 
object  of  the  hon.  member;  and  he  pat  it 
to  the  feelings,  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House,  whether  there  were  not  a  thousand 
inotives  for  negativing  a  proposition  to 
submit  the  proceedings  of  any  coort, 
whether  military  or  civil,  to  that  House, 
unless  very  strong  reasons  were  produced 
for  such  a  proceeding.  He,  for  one,  cer* 
lainly  thought  it  would  be  most  inconve* 
jiient  to  the  public  service.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  it  might  not  be  very 
proper  iinder  some  circumstances  to  yield 
such  information ;  hot  here  no  arguments 
had  been  employed,  no  facts  stated,  no 
inotives  held  out,  for  the  adoption  of  the 
present  measure.  It  surely  would  not  be 
contended  that  the  legal  proceedings  of 
any  court  were  to  be  produced  as  a 
matter  of  course,  because  any  hon.  member 
might  think  proper  to  come  down  to  that 
House  and  move  for  them,  upon  the  mere 
assertion  that  they  were  unjust  to  this  or 
that  person,  without  any  information  by 
which  they  could  guide  their  conduct. 
If  he  understood  the  hon.  gentleman 
rightly,  he  said  that  when  the  documents 
.were  produced,  he  should  then  be  able  to 
shew  good  grounds  for  calling  for  them. 
This  was  certainly  reversing  the  ordinary 
proceedings  of  that  House.  If  the  hon. 
gentleman  felt  inclined  to  withdraw  his 
motion,  and  convert  It  into  a  notice,  it 
would  then  be  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  when  th^it  notice  was  brought  for- 
ward, to  determine  upon  what  course  it 
should  pursue ;  but  if  he  pressed  it  now, 
in  the  absence  of  all  reason  and  argument 
for  acceding  to  it,  he  should  feel  it  his 
duty,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  rrject  it. 
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Colonel  Palmer  said,  that  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  wished  for  some  fiicts  that 
might  justify  the  House  in  coiDplyiiig 
with  his  motion,  he  would  proceed  to  stale 
— {Here  several  members  called  oot  ^  give 
notice."] 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  of  course  may 
thing  which  the  hon.  member  might  deem 
important,  as  illustrating  bis  motion,  it 
was  certainly  competent  tor  him  to  deliver. 

Colonel  FiUmer  said,  that  he  was  aoder 
the  necessity  of  being  absent  from  the 
country  in  a  few  dajrs,  as  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  be  at  Paris.  It  mnst 
be  some  days  before  the  members  coaki 
read  the  proceed ingS|  after  they  were  pat 
in  possession  of  them,  and  the  shortest 
delay  was  .therefore  of  importance  to  him. 
But  if  any  other  member  would  nndertafce 
to  give  the  notice,  it  might  equally  ac» 
complish  what  he  wished. 

Mr.  WhUbread  said,  he  had  been  desired 
by  an  hon.  friend  of  his,  the  member  for 
Hertfordshire  (Mr.  Brand)  to  gire  a 
notice,  similar  to  that  of  the  hon.  coloners, 
for  Tuesday  next.  It  would  cerumly  be 
desirable,  however,  that  he  should  be 
present  at  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Tiermy  suggested,  that  the  boo* 
member  might  be  allowed  to  make  his 
statement,  though  the  House  Deed  not 
come  to  any  decisive  vote  upon  the  ques- 
tion on  tbe  present  occasion. 

Colonel  Palmer  said,  he  did  not  wish  to 
enter  into  the  merits  of  the  qnestioo^  till 
the  papers  were  produced. 

Mr.  Pamanbjf  asked,  if  Tuesday  woald 
be  early  enough  for  the  hon.  member. 

Colonel  Palmer  replied,  that  he  was 
extremely  anxious  to  bring  the  motion 
forward  on  Monday,  if  the  Hoose  would 
permit  him.  Monday  was  accordingly 
fixed,  and  the  notice  was  entered  Sot 
that  day. 

Princess  Charlotte  op  Wales.]  Mr. 
H.  Martin  begged  leave  to  ask  of  the  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
whether  it  was  his  intention  to  submit  to 
\he  House,  in  the  course  of  the  present 
session,  any  plan  for  an  establishment  for 
her  royai  highness  the  Princess  Charlotte 
of  Wales  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Wi\,  tbst 
he  had  received  no  commands  from  his 
Royal  Highness  upon  the  snbject* 

Committee  of  Supply.]  On  the  Chtn* 
cellor  nf  the  Exchequer  having  moved« 
that  the  House  do  resoWe  IMU  ijUO  a 
committee  of  supplyi 
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Mr.  PoiMonJy  inquired^  whether^  in  the 
Committee  oa  Monday  next^  it  was  in- 
tended to  go  fully  into  the  state  of  the 
finances  of  the  country,  and  into  those 
objects  for  which  the  supply  was  required. 
Belore  one  shilling  was  foted,  the  country 
ought  fairly  to  know  thfB  purpose  for 
which  it  was  applied.  He,  for  one,  would 
oppose  any  grant,  not  prefaced  by  the 
fullest  information. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
as  the  succe'ssiia  votes  came  forward,  he 
should  enter  into  such  statements  as  would 
give  all  the  necessary  explanations  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  his  judgment. 

Mr.  totwmbjf  replied,  ihat  the  answer 
of  the  right  hou.  gentleman  was  not  a 
satisfactory  one.  The  first  vote  that 
should  be  brought  forward,  calling  for 
any  large  sum,  whether  to  be  applied  to 
the  naval  or  military  service,  he  should 
resist,  unless  a  general  statement  of  the 
financial  afiiiirs  of  the  couiitry  was  pre- 
viously given. 

The  House  then  went  into  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  the  Speech  from  the 
throne  referred  to  arrears;  and  a  paper 
bad  been  laid  upon  the  table,  by  which  it 
appeared  that,  notwithstanding  nine  mil- 
lions bad  been  anticipated  last  year  for 
army  extraordinaries,  the  arrears  u|i^ti 
that  service  alone  amounted  now  to  not 
less  than  ten  millions.  Upon  the  general 
qoestion  of  supply,  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary  tu  dwell  longer  on  this  point; 
but  he  trusted  .a  more  detailed  account 
how  those  arrears  bad  accrued  would  be 
given  than  what  was  contained  in  a  mere 
aljp  of  paper  expressing  their  amount. 

The  ChanceUoT  qf  the  Ex^equer  said,  it 
certainly  was  his  wish  to  give  the  House 
as  much  information  as  possible.  He  bad 
already  stated,  that  it  would  not  be  pos- 
sible to  enter  at  present  into  the  details ; 
but  he  should  be  prepared  on  Monday  to 
state,  in  a  considerable  degree,  the  amount 
of  expense  incurred  under  each  particular 
department  in  the  Peninsula.  Beyond  this, 
however,  he  could  not  possibly  go.  At 
the  same  time,  when  the  House  compared 
what  was  called  the  enormous  deficiency 
with  the  splendid  events  and  advantages 
that  had  been  seined,  it  would  not  think 
that  the  money  had  been  misapplied.  The 
expense  this  year  of  the  war  in  France 
and  Spain,  like  the  events  which' that  war 
had  produced,  were  beyond  all  calcula- 
tion ;  but  as  the  subject  was  now  happily 
at  an  end,  it  was  his  desire  to  explain,  as 
far  as  possible,  how  those  expenses  were 
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incurred.  Certainly  by  far  the  very  larges^ 
proportion  arose  from  the  armies  in  Franca 
and  Spain;  and  till  the  opening  of  tha 
.exchange  on  those  countries,  it  was  im- 
possible to  do  more  than  provide  for  tha 
immediate  exigenqies* 

Mr.  Baring  reminded  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, that  the  House  would  expect  from 
him  a  particular  account,  as  to  how  the 
military  accounts  in  Spain  and  Portugal 
had  been  audited.  Considerable  abusea 
had  been  stated  to  exist  in  the  com  mis*  ' 
sariat  department ;  but  he  was  roost  par- 
ticularly desirous  to  know  what  arrange- 
ment had  been  made  with  the  court  of 
Spain  respecting  its  share  of  the  expensea 
of  the  war.  It  was  extraordinary,  indeed^ 
to  be  told,  that  the  payments  which  had 
lately  been  made  to  that  government  were 
nothing  but  the  arrears  due  to  it,  and  that 
we  should  still  have  a  large  debt  to  pay  to 
it.  Every  considerate  person  would  ex* 
pect,  on  the  contrary,  that  we  had  a  larga 
debt  to  be  paid  by  Spain  ;  and  he  hoped, 
that  in  our  paying  what  were  called  mi* 
litary  arrears,  we  should  not  be  found 
cloaking  a  new  subsidy. 

The  Chancellor  af  tJie  Exchequer  expressed 
his  wonder,  that  if  the  boo.  member  had 
such  important  information  to  commuoi- 
tcate  relative  to  the  management  of  tha 
commissariat  in  Spain,  he  had  not  ad* 
dressed  it  to  the  proper  department.  Tha 
government  was  always  most  anxioos  to 
mvestigate  and  act  upon  such  intelligence^ 
and  he  booed  even  now  he-would  not  foil 
to  bring  it  forward  for  official  inquiry* 
Where  the  hon.  gentleman  had  learnt  that 
we  had  professed  to  pay  large  arrears  to 
Spain,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  imagine.  Spain 
certainly  owed  a  large  debt  to  this  country  ^ 
but  we  were  obliged  to  support  the  Spanish 
armies  by  means  of  considerable  subsidies, 
and  to  pay  also  for  tbehr  retom.  The  Por« 
tnguese  army  was  returned  in  the  same 
manner;  but  as  to  any  debt  being  due  to 
Spain  by  this  country^  be  was  at  a  loss  to 
understand  what  the  hon.  gentleman  meant 
by  it. 

Mr.  Baring  contended,  that  if  this  ware 
the  case,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  right  ban. 
gentleman  to  show  why  one  account  should 
not  be  set  off  against  the  other ;  why,  if 
Spain  owed  us  money,  we  should  be 
obliged  to  find  money  to  pay  for  the  re- 
turn of  her  troops.  Respecting  abuses  ia 
the  commissariat,  he  would  state  an  anec- 
dote on  the  subject.  A  friend  of  his  had 
made  a  communication  to  the  late  Mr; 
Perceval  of  these  abases  i  bat  the  subject 

(I) 
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was  lufiered  to  remain  dormant.  When 
Ihe  coinmissary  came  home,  that  was  the 
time  to  bring  them  forward;  but  the  gen- 
tleman was  told,  th^t  if  he  had  any  par- 
ticular charge  to  bring  forward  against 
the  individual  in  question,  it  would  be 
looked  into ;  but  having  no  such  charge 
against  that  particular  person,  he  declined 
ftirther  interference* 

Mr.  Huikisson  said,  that  beinff  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  time  in  question,  he  must 
ha?e  heard  of  the  circumstance,  if  it  had 
been  correctly  stated  ;  but  he  could  onlv 
say,  that  it  had  entirely  escaped  his  recol- 
lection. There  was  no  person  more  ready 
than  Mr.  Perceval  to  inquire  into  and  put 
an  end  to  abuses.  Respecting  the  Spanish 
troops,  they  were  in  British  pay,  and  those 
arrears  were  debts  partly  due  to  the  troops 
themselves.  The  fact  was,  that  the  Spanish 
troops  had  been  raised  and  served  under 
the  faith  of  a  subsidy  from  this  country 
to  support  them;  at  the  time  of  the  peace 
arrears  were  due  to  them,  or  rather  to  the 
different  contractors  who  had  supplied 
them  with  necessaries,  and  it  would  have 
been  unjust  to  have  called  upon  the 
Spanish  government,  embarrassed  as  it 
was  at  the  time,  to  make  good  the  en- 
gagements which  had  been  made  with  the 
English  government. 

Mr.  Whiibread  allowed  the  force  of  that 
observation ;  but^at  the  same  time  insisted 
that  it  should  clearly  be  explained,  whe- 
ther the  sums  which  had  been  paid  to  ihe 
Spanish  government  since  the  peace,  had 
in  fact  been  applied  to  those  purposes,  or 
had  been  used  for  the  despotic  objects 
which  Ferdinand  had  pursued  towards  his 
subjects.  It  was  not  enough  to  say,  that 
a  sum  for  a  particular  purpose  had  been 
paid  to  the.  king  of  Spain :  it  should  be 
shown  that  it  had  been  properly  applied. 
We  engaged  to  pay  the  soldiers,  not  the 
governmenL  The  latter  was,  perhaps, 
receiving  the  stipend  due  to  the  former, 
|ind  applying  it  to  far  different  purposes 
from  those  to  which  it  was  intended  by 
both  nations ;  therefore,  distinct  informa- 
tion was  peculiarly  imperative,  to  satisfy 
those  who  conceived  they  had  reasons  for 
doubting  the  justice  or  propriety  of  our 
recent  proceeding.  Ana  here  he  could 
not  but  congratulate  ministers  on  the  ac- 
quisition they  had  gained  in  the  hon.  gen« 
tieman  who  spoke  last,  and  who  had  so 
lately  joined  them,  as  he  had  been  for 
years  occupied  in  pointing  out  the  neces- 
sity of  a  retrenchment  in  the  national 
•zpense.    He  was  sure  that  hon.  ^en- 
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tleman  would  gladly  prove  his  sincerity 
by  probing  to  the  very  bottom  the  nature 
of  these  demands,  and  controlinf^  or  an- 
nulling such  parts  of  them,  as  would  ooc 
stand  the  test  of  open  inquiry. 

The  Chmcellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated, 
that  the  payments  from  this  country  had 
been  made  not  directly  to  the  paymasters 
of  the  Spanish  forces,  but  through  the 
medium  of  the  Spanish  government.  Ne- 
vertheless they  were  so  much  under  the 
control  of  the  duke  of  Wellington,  that 
there  could  be  no  doubt  of  their  having 
been  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  intended.  Since  the  peace,  sir 
Henry  Wellington  had  been  the  organ  of 
those  payments.  With  respect  to  his  hon. 
friend  near  him,  every  one  who  was  ca-* 
pable  of  justly  estimating  his  value,  most 
know  how  happy  he  was  in  having  oh* 
tained  his  services. 

Mr.  Baring  was  desirous  to  know,  whe- 
ther any  sums  had  been  paid  since  the 
conclusion  of  peace }  Since  the  return  of 
Ferdinand  to  Madrid  ?  If  so,  why  were 
they  not  set  off  against  the  debt  due  to  as 
from  the  Spanish  government  ?  Why  was 
it  to  be  supposed  tnat  on  the  conclusion  of 
peace,  when  all  the  powers  of  Europe 
were  anxious  to  reduce  their  expenses, 
Gsaat  Britain  was  rich  enough  to  con- 
tinue lending  her  money  without  any 
specific  object? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Eipchequer  replied, 
that  sir  Henry  Wellesley,  since  the  con- 
clusion of  peace,  had  certainly  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment similar  to  that  with  "the  other 
powers  of  Europe  in  the  treaty  of  Chaa- 
mont,  to  provide  for  the  return  of  their 
troops  to  their  respective  countries. 

Mr.  Baring  asked,  whether  there  had 
not  been  an  actual  ^bsidiary  treaty  con- 
cluded with  the  Spanish  government  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Erchequct^  said, 
that  there  had  never  been  any  positive 
subsidiary  treaty  with  Spain;  although, 
as  the  House  well  knew,  two  millions  per 
annum  had  been  advanced  to  that  country 
for  some  years  past,  in  order  to  assist  her 
in  the  contest  in  which  she  was  engaged. 

Mr.  Whitbread  inquired  if  the  agreement 
on  the  part  of  Sir  Henry  Wellesley,  to 
which  the  right  hon,  gentleman  bad  al- 
luded, was  of  a  loose  verbal  descrtptiony 
or  whether  it  had  been  committed  to 
writing } 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rt^ekieS, 
that  it  was  simitar  to  that  entered  into  at 
the  treaty  q(  Chaumoat  with  the  other 
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powers  of  Europe,  and  that  the  euui  to  be 
paid  had  in  coateroplation  the  shortest 
period,  with  one  exception,  of  all  those 
allowed  for  the  return  of  the  troope  of  ihe 
respective  nations. 

Mr.  Whubrea^  obser?ed,  that  the  right 
hon.  genileman  had  stated  that  sir  Henry 
Wellesley  had  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  *  the  Spani-ih  governiaeni.'  He 
wished  to  know  with  what  government? 
It  would  probably  torn  oat  that  the  money 
was  paid  to  the  king,  and  employed  ip 
the  persecution  of  the  members  of  the  go- 
vernment with  which  the  agreement  was 
concluded.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
by  no  means  answered  the  questions  which 
bad  been  put  to  him.  Had  instructions 
been  given  to  sir  Henry  Wellesley  to  con- 
clude the  agreement;  or  had  sir  Henry 
Wellesley  required  any  instructions  for 
Ihe  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  enter  into 
ihe  engagement? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  engagement  for  paying  the  stipo* 
lated  sum  of  two  millions  annually  had 
been  repeatedly  before  the  House* 

Mr.  WhUbread  allowed  that  it  had ;  but 
here  was  a  separate  engagement.  The 
government  of  Spain  having  brought  ihe 
war  in  which  they  had  been  engaged  to 
a  successful  termination,  and  peace  having 
been  concluded,  we  engaged  to  pay  a  sum 
to  thai  government  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  the  troops  to  return  to  their  re- 
spective homes.  That  government  was, 
however,  overturned  by  the  king,  and  it 
appeared  probable  that  the  money  was 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  king ;  and  that 
he  was  thus  assisted  in  the  destruction  of 
the  very  body  with  which  our  engage- 
ment bad  been  made. 

Mr.  IVelUiUy  Pole  said,  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  perfectly  misunderstood  the 
subje€t^-[Hear,  hear !  from  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  J.  He  hoped  thai  he  might  be 
heard  opce  for  the  hon.  genileman's 
twenty  times.  The  hon.  gentleman  would 
not  expect  that  ihe  House  would  be  dis- 
posed always  to  hear  him  and  no  one  else. 
The  fact  was  simply  this^that  at  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war,  we  had  bound  our- 
selves to  pay  to  Spain  a  sum  infficieni  to 
•nable  the  Spanish  iroopt  to  return  to 
their  homes.  Thisagreemeni  was  exactly 
on  the  principle  of  thai  entered  into  by 
the  treaty  of  Paris  with  ihe  powers  whom 
we  subsidised.  It  was  ihe  same,  whether 
it  was  made  with  the  cortes,  or  with  the 
king.  In  trntbi  he  believed  the  king  of 
Spain  had  returned  beibrt  ihe  conclusion 


of  the  treaty  of  peace.  Be  that  as  it 
might,  sir  Henry  Wellesley  did,  with  the 
existing  government  of  Spain,  whether 
king  or  cortes,  make  an  arrangement  for 
the  return  of  the  Spanish  troops.  It  was 
his  duty  to  do  so ;  and  the  engagement 
which  he  had  made  was  confirmed  by  the 
British  government,  although  no  formal 
treaty  was  entered  into.  Mow,  how  thie 
could  be  converted  into  the  payment  of 
a  sum  to  the  king  of  Spain  to  subjugate  the 
members  of  the  preceding  governmeni« 
he  knew  not. 

Mr.  WhUbread  was  happy  that  the  House 
should  be  relieved  from  the  monotony  of 
his  voice  by  the  beautiful  modulations  of 
that  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  It  was 
not  surprising  thai  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  should  be  impatient  to  make  up  for 
his  loss  of  time ;  and,  indeed«  he  seemed 
disposed  to  say  as  much  in  his  own  persoa 
this  session,  as  his  two  halves  had  done 
together  during  the  last :  a  very  few  daya 
would  clear  all  his  arrears  in  talking.  Re- 
verting  to  the  subject  in  question,  it  was 
quite  clear  thai  some  written  document 
existed,  and  he  was  determined,  if  possible^ 
to  have  it. 

Mr.  WcUaley  Po/e  said,  that  cerUinly 
there  was  a  written  document,  but  whe- 
ther it  could  be  produced  was  another 
thing.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  hon. 
gentleman's  determination.  It  had,  for 
twepty  years,  been  the  hon.  gentleman's 
vocation  to  badg^  the  Treasury-benchj 
by  persevering  in  the  practice  of  cross- 
queltions.  Now,  for  his  own  part^--and 
he  would  recommend  |he  same  plan  to  his 
colleaguei»he  was  prepared  to  uke  time 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  acceding  to 
demands  for  papers  made  by  that  hon. 
gentleman,  and  whenever  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman pressed  an  immediate  answer,  to 
say— «  We'll  tell  you  to-morrow  whether 
you  shall  have  them  or  not.' 

Mr.  Wkiiln-ead  assured  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  without  considering  which  of 
them  was  the  badger  or  which  the  ierriqr 
ef  the  Treasury* bench,  that  he  should  con- 
tinue the  practice  which  he  had  pursoedl 
for  twenty  years,  of  asking  questions  on 
matters  of  public  interest,  whenever  they 
might  appear  to  him  to  be  necessary,  not- 
withstanding the  remarks  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman.  If  any  of  those  qoestioiis 
should  be  addresled  to  ihe  right  hon.  gen- 
ilemaa  who  had  just  exhibited  so  moch 
coolness,  and  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
sheold  take  until  ihe  morrow  to  consider 
^f  the  reply,  all  thai  he  would  do  would 
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formation  from  the  hon.  gentleman,  that, 
if  it  coald  be  given  with  propriety,  be 
would  be  most  happy  and  most  anxioaa 
to  meet  his  wishes. 

The  Re&olation,  That  a  snpply  be 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  was  then  agreed  to« 

Mr.  Baring  gave  notice,  that  on  Tnes* 
day  he  would  mo? e  for  the  production  of 
the  agreement  which  bad  just  been  the 
subject  of  conversation. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  express- 
ed his  readiness  to  produce  the  substance 
of  that  agreement,  although  it  would 
be  impossible  to  produce  the  agreement 
iuelf. 

Lord  Palmeriion  presented  certain  army 
estimates,  by  order  of  the  House. 

General  Gaseoyne,  adverting  to  the  in- 
crease which  had  been  made  in  the  pen- 
sions of  the  widows  of  officers  of  the  navy 
and  marines,  wished  to  know  whether  the 
noble  lord  intended  to  propose  any  aug- 
mentation of  the  pensions  of  the  widows 
of  officers  of  the  army  ? 

Lord  Pa/i9Mriilon  replied;  that  the  subject 
was  under  consideration ;  but  that  no  spe- 
cific proposition  conid  be  made  with  re- 
spect to  it,  until  the  Army  Extraordinariea 
should  be  brought  forward. 


be  to  pot  the  question  again  on  th^  mor- 
row; and  this  practice  he  would  per- 
severe in  with  as  much  determination  as 
It  was  his  intention  to  persevere  in  the 
practice  of  speaking  as  often  as  he  should 
think  fit  on  any  question  when  the  House 
was  in  a  committee.  He  hoped  the  right 
lion,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  not  be  induced  by  the  evil  example 
of  his  right  hon.  neighbour,  to  withhold 
information  which  it  was  consistent  with 
his  sense  of  public  duty  to  communicate, 
aithough  it  might  be  asked  by  one  not 
much  in  the  habit  of  supporting  adminis- 
tration. 

Mr.  Pofisonfty  trusted  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  advice  to  his  rignt  hon. 
friend  would  not  answer  its  purpose.  It 
was  now  evident,  that  there  were  more 
agreements  than  one,  and  he  hoped  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xche« 
quer  would  see  that  their  production  was 
essential.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  asked 
for  a  large  sum,  partly  made  up  of  the 
money  granted  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, when  the  war  was  at  an  end,  and 
when  Spain  owed  us  an  immense  sum. 
This  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  very  grave 
and  fit  subject  for  inquiry. 

The  Chancellor  (^ihe  Exchequer  declared, 
that  he  had  never  denied  the  existence  of 
a  correspondence  involving  the  agreement 
alluded  to;  he  had  only  denied  that  there 
had  been  any  distinct  subsidiary  treaty. 
He  was  persuaded,  that  the  House  and 
the  country  would  never  have  thought  it 
right  that  any  of  our  allies  who  had  been 
fighting  under  our  banners,  should  be  dis- 
missed without  the  meansof  repairing  to 
their  respective  homes. 

Mr.  Banng  acknowledged,  that  the 
more  he  heara  of  this  business,  the  more 
auspicious  it  became.  He  repeated  his 
right  hoD.  friend^s  hope,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  would  not  per- 
•uade  his  colleagues  to  abstain  from  an- 
swering any  fit  questions  that  might  be 
put  to  them. 

Mr.  Weiieslqf  Pok  complained  of  mis- 
representation. He  never  intended  to  be 
ao  presumptuous  as  to  say  that  he  would 
recemraendaayinformatiott  to  be  refused, 
becanae  it  was  askad  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man. All  he  OMant  to  say  was,  that  if  a 
paper  was  asked  fer»  the  propriety  of 
the  production  of  which  he  doubted,  he 
would  always  recommend  that  the  sub- 
jact  should  be  considered  before  a  hasty 
compliance  was  given.  In  other  respects, 
10  far  waa  he  from  wiihing  to  withhold  in* 
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Monday,  November  14. 

Couar  MAaTTAL  on  Captain  Barclay 
— Loss  OP  THE  Flotilla  on  Lake 
EaiE.]  The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  rose, 
in  pursuance  of  a  notice  which  he  bad 
given  on  a  preceding  evening,  to  move 
for  the  proceedings  of  a  court  martial 
held  upon  Captain  Barclay  and  the  sur- 
viving officers,  for  the  loss  of  the  flotilla 
upon  Lake  Erie.  When  he  gave  that 
notice,  he  flattered  himself  that  he  should 
be  able  to  submit  sufficient  parliamentary 
grounds  for  the  production  of  the  papera 
in  question ;  and  if  he  succeeded  in  so 
doing,  he  imagined  no  opposition  would 
be  made  to  his  motion.  They  had,  in- 
deed, been  published,  in  every  newspaper 
and  magazine^  and  his  only  object  in  now 
moving  for  them  was  to  make  them  public 
oflkial  documents  on  their  lordships'  table* 
that  they  might  establish  the  fact,  as  far 
as  they  went,  of  either  the  good  or  bad 
conduct  of  his  Majesty's  ministers.  He 
had,  however,  by  that  sort  of  private  com- 
munication which  the  courtesy  of  the 
House  allowed,  been  informed,  that  it  waa 
the  intention  of  ministers  to  oliject  to  the 
production  of  the  papers^  though  upon 
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wIibC  ^ands  he  was  utterly  at  a  Ion  to 
conceiTe.  He  would  briefly  communicate 
to  their  lordships  a  statement  of  what 
would  be  produced  in  thtise  papers  if  they 
were  laid  before  them ;  and  it  would  then 
be  for  them  to  determine  whether  they 
should  become  official  documents,  or  whe- 
ther what  had  been  published  to  all  the 
world  should  be  unknown  (he  meant  offi- 
cially) only  to  their  lordships.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  were  the  following : 
—Captain  Barclay  commanded  the  flotilla 
on  Ltike  Erie,  aiid  it  would  appear,  if  the 
evidence  was  produced,  that  the  command 
of  that  flotilla  had  been  refused  by  captain 
Idulcaster,  on  account  of  its  total  inade* 
quacy  for  accomplishing  its  intended  oh* 
ject«  It  could  not  be  supposed,  that,  in 
stating  that  fact,  he  felt  the  slightest  wish 
to  throw  any  imputation  upon  the  courage 
or  zeal  of  captain  Mulcaster.  It  must  be 
perfectly  evident  that  two  persons  equally 
anxious  to  promote  the  public  good,  and 
equally  willing  to  act  on  any  given  ser- 
vice, might  entertain  a  different  feeling 
with  respect  to  its  practicability,  accord- 
ing to  the  means  .and  resources  that  pre- 
sented themselves.  If,  indeed,  he  were 
disposed  to  criticise  the  conduct  of  captain 
Barclay,  he  might,  perhaps,  say  that  there 
was  a  little  rashness  in  it,  when  he  ven- 
tured upon  the  expedition  with  such  a 
knowledge  as  he  possessed  of  the  means 
that  were  within  his  reach.  But,  without 
going  into  that  question,  he  would  merely 
state,  that  captain  Barclay  did  accept  the 
command,  and  proceeded  immediately  to 
join  the  fleet  But,  in  what  stater  It 
appeared  from  the  evidence  adduced  on 
the  court  martial,  that  for  the  purpose  of 
atrengthening  this  flotilla,  and  giving  to  it 
a  more  decided  efficiency  than  it  before 
possessed,  he  took  with  him  one  lieutenant, 
one  surgeon,  and  nineteen  rejected  sea- 
men from  the  flotilla  on  Lake  Ontario. 
Their  lordships  could  not  fail  to  recollect 
the  statement  which  had  been  made  on 
the  first  day  of  the  session  by  the  noble 
viscount  at  the  head  of  the  naval  depart- 
ment, who  boasted  that  every  necessary 
•tipply  had  been  amply  furnished  to  our 
ships  on  that  station ;  and  this  powerful 
reinforcement  sent  by  captain  Barclay 
was,  he  thought,  a  pretty  strong  proof  of 
the  manner  in  which  reinforcements  were 
provided  by  the  government  at  home,  or 
called  for  by  the  governor-general  of 
Canada.  When  capuin  Barclay  arrived, 
be  found  the  flotilla  in  the  most  wretched 
•t«te>  deficient  in  eqaipnentSf  deficient  in 


provisions,  and  deficient  in  men  to  man  it. 
He  applied  to  sir  James  Yeo  for  a  supply 
of  men,  but  none  were  sent ;  why  they 
were  not,  let  the  noble  lord  explain.  He 
was  sore  they  did  not  mean  to  blame  sir 
James  Yeo;  they  did  not  mean  to  try 
him ;  they  would  not  dare  to  do  so*  for  if 
they  did,  it  would  appear  that  he  had 
no  'men  to  give.  One  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  hovfever,  were  supplied  from  the 
Dover,  and  with  that  force  captain  Barclay 
began  the  campaign.  The  flotilla  was 
blockaded  in  Amherstborg  by  an  American 
flotilla,  double  in  numbers  and'  doubly 
supplied  with  equipments  of  all  sorts. 
Winter  was  coming  on ;  provisions  were 
scarce;  so  scarce,  indeed,  that  a  larg^ 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  of'  the  country 
had  been  living  on  rations  isaued  from  the 
king's  stores.  Captain  Barclay,  thus 
situated,  had  no  means  of  afifording  any 
assistance  to  general  Proctor's  army  but 
by  attempting  to  force  the  blockade. 
With  the  spirit  and  intrepidity  of  a  British 
officer  he  began  the  operation.  In  his  first 
advance  he  got  to  windward  of  the  enemy, 
and  so  far  had  the  advantage  of  him ;  but 
the  wind  changing,  he  was  driven  off  to 
leeward,  and  the  consequence  was  pre- 
cisely what  might  have  been  expected— 
the  whole  flotilla  was  compelled  to  sur- 
render to  the  enemy.  Such  was  the  sub- 
stance of  the  evidence  that  would  appear 
in  those  proceedings,  if  they  should  be 
produced.  He  also  meant  to  move  for  the 
sentence  of  that  court-martial,  which 
stated,  "  That  the  capture  of  his  Majesty's 
late  squadron  was  caused  by  the  very 
defective  means  captain*  Barclay  possessed 
to  equip  them  on  Lake  Erie ;  the  want  of 
a  sufficient  number  of  able  seamen,  whom 
he  had  repeatedly  and  earnestly  requested 
of  sir  James  Yeo  to  be  sent  to  him  ;  the 
wery  great  superiority  of  the  force  of  the 
enemy  to  the  British  squadron ;  and  the 
unfortunate  early  fall  of  the  superior 
officers  in  the  action:  that  it  appeared 
that  the  greatest  exertions  had* been  made 
by  captain  Barclay  in  equipping  and 
getting  into  order  the  vessels  under  his 
command ;  that  he  was  fully  justified, 
under  the  existing  circumstances,  in 
bringing  the  enemy  to  action ;  th^t  the 
judgment  and  gallantry  of  captain  Barclay^ 
in  taking  his  squadron  into  action,  and 
during  that  contest,  were  highly  conspi- 
cuous,  and  entitled  him  to  the  highest 
praise ;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  other 
officers  and  men  of  his  Majesty's  late  squa- 
dron conducted  themselves  in  the  most 
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gallant  manner ;  and  did  adjudge  the  said 
captain  ^Robert  Heriot  Barclay,  bis  sur- 
Tiving  officers  and  men,  to  be  most  fully 
and  honourably  acquitted/' 

Such  was  Ibe  sentence ;  and  one  that 
ivent  more  directly  to  criminate  ministers 
for  the  planner  in  which  they  attempted  to 
secure  our  Canadian  frontier,  so  endan- 
gered and  so  attacked,  he  could  not  possi- 
bly conceive.  What,  then^  was  the  ob- 
ject of  his  motion  ?  It  would  give  the  no- 
ble viscount  at  the  bead  of  the  Admiralty 
an  opportunity  of  vindicating  himself  on 
a  point  where  he  certainly  seemed  to  be 
culpable ;  for,  whether  ju.4t]y  or  unjustly, 
there  certainly  did  prevail  a  vecy^general 
opinion  throughout  the  country,  that  a 
great  inadequacy  of  means  in  our  nival 
preparations  bad  been  sufliered  lo  exist. 
On  the  first  day  of  the* present  session,  the 
noble  viscount  produced  a  statement  from 
bis  pockety  by  which  he  professed  his 
willingness  that  his  conduct  should  be 
tried ;  and  the  only  way  of  illustrating 
that  statement  was  by  facts.  This,  then, 
was  one  of  those  facts  that  might  serve  as 
an  illustration.  Where  did  it  appear,  ex- 
cept from  the  document  in  the  noble  vis- 
count's pocket,  that  any  vigour  or  effi- 
ciency bad  been  manifested  in  the  naval 
department  ?  And  was  it  possible  for  him 
lo  call  for  evidence  upon  that  subject, 
more  dispassionate,  or  better  calculated 
to  enable  their  lordships  to  come  to  a 
conclusive  opinion  ?  It  was  the  evidence, 
not  of  a  party,  b«t  of  honourable  men, 
who  were  assembled  to  decide  upon  the 
conduct  and  character  bf  a  brother  officer. 
Upon  what  grounds  the  production  of 
those  papers  could  be  resisted^  be  knew 
not ;  it  prejudged  no  question  ;  it  would 
only  prove  or  disprove,  as  far  as  it  went, 
that  the  flotilla  was  or  was  not  adequately 
provided  with  necessary  equipments.  If 
it  were  refused,  wiiat  conclusion  would 
the  public  draw  ?  That  the  case  of  the  no- 
ble viscount  was  one  that  would  not  bear 
the  light— one  that  he  was  afraid  to  sub- 
mit to  the  inspection  of  parliament.  He 
should  wait  with  considerable  anxiety  to 
hear  upon  what  principle  the  motion 
would  be  opposed,  and  should  conclude 
with  moving,  "  That  an  bumble  Address 
be  presented  to  liis  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  praying  that  he  would  be 
pleased  to  order,  that  there  be  laid  before 
that  House  the  proceedings  of  a  court- 
martial  held  on  captain  Barcley,  and  the 
other  surviving  officers  of  bis  Majesty's 
floUlla  on  Lake  £rie/' 


Earl  Bathurst  observed,  that  the  noble 
marquis  was  mistaken  in  the  fact  as  to  the 
publication  of  the  minutes  of  the  court* 
martial.  The  parole  evidence  might, 
perhaps,  have  been  made  public ;  but 
there  was  written  evidence  adduced  in  the 
course  of  the  proceedings,  which  certainly 
had  not  been  published.  If,  indeed,  it 
even  had  been  printed,  his  objection  to 
laying  it  on  the  table  would  be  equally 
strong;  not  because  it  would  implicate 
his  Majesty's  government,  but  because  it 
would  leave  on  record  facta  and  statements 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  military  and 
naval  service  of  the  country.  If  it  was 
published  in  the  papers  and  magazines  of 
the  day,  as  stated  by  the  noble  marquis, 
it  would  perish  with  the  day ;  but  if  re- 
corded upon  the  Journals  of  that  House,  it 
would  become  a  lasting  memorial.  Now, 
what  was  the  state  of  the  case  ?  Not  sim- 
ply as  it  had  been  detailed  by  the  noble 
marquis,  that  captain  Barclay  went  out, 
that  he  took  the  command  of  the  flotilla* 
that  he  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  that, 
from  inferiority  of  force,  he  was  compelled 
to  surrender.  The  charges  against  bioa 
were,  that  he  sought  the  contest,  and  that, 
considering  the  inadeqtiate  manner  in 
which  the  flotilla  was  manned,  he  was 
therefore  blameable.  He  had  also  to  an- 
swer two  letters  from  sir  James  Yeo  to 
sir  John  Borlase  Warren,  by  whicb  it  ap- 
peared that  he  did  not  apply  in  sufficient 
time  for  reinforcements,  and  that  rein- 
forcements were  on  their  march  to  assist 
him.  Among  other  papers  which  were 
submitted  to  the  court,  there  was  likewise 
an  extract  of  a  letter  to  sir  George  Prevost 
before  the  action,  and  another  from  sir 
George  about  a  month  afler  the  action. 
Whoever  inspected  those  last  documents 
would  find  a  great  difference  between 
them,  for  the  first  letter  encouraged  the 
idea  of  an  attack.  There  was  also  ano- 
ther paper  containing  the  general  orders 
issued  by  sir  George  Prevost,  in  conse- 
quence of  major-general  Proctor's  retreat, 
which  severely  reprobated  bis  conduct. 
Indeed,  there  were  hardly  any  words  so 
strong  which  were  not  used  against  that 
general  and  another  officer,  in  those  or* 
aers,  which  animadverted  likewise  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  whole  army  as  highly 
disgraceful.  Was  it,  then,  desirable  that 
a  record  of  that  kind,  so  discreditable  to 
that  army,  should  be  solemnly  entered  on 
their  Journals,  while  it  was  possible  that 
any  explanations  or  statemenu  might  do 
away  part  of  the  impntations  cut  apoa 
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it }  That  general  order  was  written  nnder 
the  sharp  sense  of  disappointmenty  and 
was  pfobably  expressed  in  mach  stronger 
language  than  sabseqaent  biTestigalion 
nighl  justify,  which  was  a  much  stronger 
reason  why  it  should  not  become  an  offi- 
cial document  in  that  House.  One  of  the 
statements  made  during  the  inquiry  of  the 
court-martial,  was,  that  captain  Barclay 
had  not  applied  time  enough  for  rein- 
forcements; and  captain  Barclay's  de- 
fence consisted  of  a  strong  recrimination, 
in  which  he  maintained  that  his  Applica- 
tion was  made  in  sufficient  .-time.  Sir 
James  Yeo's  explanation  upon  this  point, 
which  had  not  yet  been  received,  was 
highly  important,  and  on  that  account 
also  he  should  consider  the  production  of 
the  document  as  highly  obje<^tionable. 
The  sentence  of  the  court-martial  was 
eonsidered  by  the  noble  marquis  as  con- 
stituting a  strong  gharge  against  govern- 
ment ;  but  in  point  of  fact,  it  was  a  strong 
charge  against  sir  James  Yeo,  and  not 
against  government.  So  far  as  govern- 
ment was  implicated,  he  could  state  that 
naval  equipments  for  the  flotilla  on  Lake 
Erie  haa  been  deposited  at  York  before 
the  commencement  of- the  winter;  but 
early  in  the  ensuing  spring  that  place  was 
captured,  and  those  stores  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Under  all  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  did  not  think  that  any 
real  advantages  that  could  result  from  pro- 
ducing the  papers,  would  compensate  for 
the  inconvenience  to  the  public  service, 
which  laying  them  before  the  House  would 
be  likely  to  create*. 

Lord  GrenvilU  confessed,  that  he  thought 
the  first  peraon  wh6  would  rise  to  answer 
his  noble  friend  would  have  been  the 
noble  viscount  at  the  head  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, who,  he  should  have  conjectured, 
could  not  possibly  acquiesce  in  any  oppo- 
aition  to  the  production  of  the  papers. 
He  begged  the  noble  viscount  to  consider 
in  what  situation  \\v  «tood.  He  could  not 
be  ignorant,  that  there  did  exist  a  strong 
impression  throughout  the  country,  that 
there  had  been  great  misconduct  mani- 
fested in  the  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
n:\ral  war  with  America.  When  that 
was  stated  on  the  first  day  of  the  present 
aession,  the  noble  viscount  met  it,  not  by 
a  general  decUration  that  all  had  been 
done  which  coutd  be  done,  but  by  a  state- 
ment of  distinct  facts,  which  he  pledged 
himself  to  prove  to  (hat  House.  He  could 
not  suppose  that  any  noble  lord  who  sat 
there  would  be  contented  with  the  mere 
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pocket  testimony  of  the  noble  viscount; 
and  it  became  him,  therefore,  .to  state 
those  facts  which  he  was  prepared  to 
establish,  to  their  satisfaction.  Con8e<« 
queotly,  his  noble  relative  had  brought 
forward  a  motion,  not  involving  mere  ge« 
neral  reasonings,  not  founded  upon  unsup* 
ported  public  rumour,  but  resting  on  the 
solemn  verdict  of  a  court-martial,  sworn 
to  speak  the  truth,  and  only  the  troth. 
That  verdict,  in  contradiction  to  what  the 
noble  viscount  had  stated,  that  ample  sup« 
plies  had  been  sent  out,  and  even  antici- 
pated by  the  activity  of  government, 
expressly  declared,  that  the  wretched 
flotilla  on  Lake  Erie  was  inadequately 
equipped  and  manned.  Such  was  their 
defence  of  the  case ;  bat  it  remained  to 
be  proved  by  evidence.  The  noble  earl 
said,  that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  pro« 
duction  of  the  papers,  on  account  of  any 
disclosure  which  they  might  make,  aflect« 
ing  the  exertions  and  promptitude  of  hia 
Majesty's  government.  It  remained,  how- 
ever, to  be  seen,  whether  all  our  disasters, 
year  after  year,  in  that  quarter,  had  not 
arisen  from  the  defective  equipments  of 
our  naval  force*  Government  ought  never 
to  have  auffered  the  enemy  to  grow  up 
into  any  strength  there ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, when  the  long  expected  war  with 
America  broke  out,  they  should  have  been 
prepared  with  means  to  secure  our  coo^ 
plete  ascendancy  on  those  waters.  Tho 
noble  earl,  however,  said,  that  his  only 
objection  to  producing  the  *  papers  was, 
because  of  the  inconvenience  or  injury 
which  the  public  service  might  sustain. 
In  the  first  place,  he  should  recollect,  that, 
even  if  those  proceedings  were  not  pub- 
lished in  the  public  papers — as  for  himself, 
he  did  not  know  whether  they  were  or 
not— yet,  all  courts  of  law  and  justice  in 
this  country,  and  especially  all  criminal 
courts,  which  were  sitting  on  the  life  and 
honour  of  British  subjects,  sat,  not  with 
closed  doors ;  and  therefore,  whether  pub- 
lished or  otherwise,  there  could  not,  thank 
God,  be  one  jot  of  evidence  offered,  but 
what  was  o£Fered  in  the  face  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  in  the  hearing  of  all  men*  That 
objection,  therefore,  of  the  noble  earl, 
amounted  to  nothing;  and  God  forbid'he 
should  ever  live  to  see  the  day  when  the 
evidence  which  might  ba  delivered  in  a 
court-martial,  or  any  other  court,  should 
be  considered  by  government  as  secret 
evidence  !  There  was  nothing  which  could 
be  laid  4ipon  the  table  in  those  papera 
that  had  not  been  already  discussed  m  a 
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court  of  jastice.  If  the  letter  of  general 
PreTost  had  been  a  secret  dispatcb|  or  a 
confidential  commanication,  then  there 
might  be  some  reason  for  withholding  it 
under  particular  circumstances ;  but^  was 
it  not  something  like  an  insult  to  parlia" 
menti  to  tell  them»  that  the  general  orders 
of  that  officeri  which  were  -published  to 
the  whole  army  and  navy,  and  had  be- 
come matter  of  public  notoriety,  was  not 
a  document  which  could  be  communicated 
to  them  ?  Were  they  to  be  thus  told«  in 
the  very  first  step  of  the  inquiry  that  had 
been  challenged  by  the  noble  Tiscount, 
that  investigation  would  be  dangerous  to 
the  service,  and  that  it  would  be  grievous 
to  officers  to  have  a  secret  communicated 
to  parliament  which  had  been  already 
disclosed  in  the  proceedings  of  a  court- 
martial  ?  With  regard  to  the  defective 
equipment,  he  wished  to  have  it  remem- 
bered, that  the  sentence  of  the  tourt- 
martial,  in  its  outward  appearance,  in  no 
manner  considered  sir  James  Yeo,  but 
spoke  generally  of  the  defective  state  of 
the  equipment.  It  was  for  parliament, 
therefore,  to  inquire  whether  that  defec- 
tive equipment  arose  from  the  negligence 
of  the  government  at  home,  or  from  the 
inefficient  exertions  of  a  superior  officer 
abroad.  Were  they  to  be  told  that  the 
papers  in  question  ought  not  to  be  put 
upon  the  table,  because  it  might  be  pos- 
sible to  shew  that  the  blame  rested  some- 
where else  ?  If  that  docirine  were  ad- 
mitted, what  paper  could  be  called  lor, 
which,  under  such  a  possibility,  might  not 
be  refused  ?  Every  just  man  must  cer- 
tainly be  anxious  not  to  pre -judge  any 
question ;  but,  were  mere  possibilities  to 
be  urged,  when  nothing  less  than  the  loss 
of  a  British  fleet  was  under  consideration  ? 
He  could  not  tell  what  might  be  the  feel- 
ings of  the  noble  viscount,  under  such  a 
defence  as  had  been  attempted ;  but  he 
knew  what  his  own  would  be,  were  he  so 
circumstanced.  The  noble  viscount,  three 
days  ago,  stated  certain  facts,  upon  which 
he  professed  his  willingness  to  rest  his  de- 
fence ;  and  three  days  after,  a  friend  of 
his  rose  to  say,  that  none  of  those  facts 
should  be  brought  to  an  issue,  because  it 
was  possible  that  the  blame  might  be 
shiftcid  to  the  shoulders  of  another. 

Viscount  Meltille  said,  he  was  glad  he 
had  abstained  from  rising  till  the  noble 
baroB  had  spoken.  He  really  believed, 
with  all  deference  to  the  noble  baron,  that 
he  must  have  misunderstood  every  word 
that  had  fallen  from  his  noble  friend.    He 


did  not  state*  that  the  proc*eedinga  of  the 
court-martial  should  be  kept  secret  in  all 
future  time  to  come,  to  screen  this  or  that 
individual ;  all  that  he  required  was,  that 
as  they  inculpated  two  officers  of  high, 
rank,  they  should  not  be  produced  alone 
till  the  answer  of  those  officers  was  re- 
ceived by  government:  when  that  answer 
or  statement  should  arrive,  if  the  noble 
marquis  then  chose  to  move  for  the  pro- 
ceedings, not  only  no  objection  would  be 
made  to  producing  them,  but  there  would 
exist  reasons  why  they  should  be  pro* 
duced.  The  only  question,  indeed,  waa^ 
as  to  the  time  when  they  ought  to  be 
brought  forward:  and  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment was  of  opinion,  for  the  obvious 
reasons  that  had  been  stated,  that  the  pre- 
sent was  not  the  fit  time.  A  court-martial 
had  been  appointed  to  try  general  Pro<^ 
tor,  and  the  result  of  it  was  daily  expected; 
as  soon  as  it  arrived,  the  wnoJe  of  the 
papers  might  then  be  laid  upon  the  table. 
With  respect  to  what  the  noble  baron  had 
urged,  as  personal  to  himself,  he  could 
only  say,  that  he  took  no  documenu  from 
his  pocket,  nor  referred  to  any  there; 
he  would  repeat,  however,  distinctly,  that 
supplies  had  been  furnished  fp  the  otmost 
extent  demanded ;  and  that  if  any  noble 
lord  should  think  proper  to  bring  forward 
specific  charges  upon  that  point,  he  would 
meet  them  by  those  facts  to  which  he  had 
aHuded  on  a  former  day :  whether  suc- 
cessfully or  not,  it  would  be  for  their  lord* 
ships  then  to  determine* 

Lord  Grenvilk,  in  explanation,  observed, 
that  no  sufficient  argument  had  been  urged 
by  the  noble  viscount  to  prove  that  the 
document  moved  for  by  his  noble  relation 
ought  not  now  to  be  produced  to  the 
House.  The  noble  viscount  had,  however» 
expressed  his  readiness  to  consent  to  the 
production  of  these  proceedings,  when 
the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  on 
major  general  Proctor  reached  this  coun- 
try. To  shew,  therefore,  his  determina- 
tion to  act  with  perfect  impartiality,  and 
to  avoid  the  slightest  suspicion  of  wishing 
for  partial  information,  he,  (although  by 
no  means  convinced  by  the  arguments 
adduced  by  the  noble  viscount)  was  ready 
to  consent  to  the  withdrawing  of  this 
motion ;  and  perhaps  his  noble  relation 
would  agree  to  withdraw  it,  relying  upon 
the  liberality  of  ministers  to  give  inform- 
ation of  the  arrival  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  court-martial  on  major  general 
Proctor. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  upon  the 
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undenUnding  that  minislers  would  be 
ready  to  commoiiicate  these  proceedings 
when  the  ooorUmanial  on  major  general 
Proctor  arrived,  and  trusting  that  they 
woold  give  information  when  that  arrival 
took  place,  agreed  to  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Naval  ADMiii»TaATioii.]  The  Earl 
of  DanUey,  adverting  to  what  had  passed 
on  the  fiiat  day  of  the  session,  and  to  the 
statements  then  made  by  the  nobje  vis* 
count  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  ob- 
served, that  he  had  determined  to  seize 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  bringing  for* 
ward  the  discussion  on  the  very  important 
subject  of  the  conduct  of  the  war  with 
America,  and  particularly  so  far  as  re- 
garded the  naval  administration ;  and  with 
this  view  he  had  framed  motions,  involv* 
ing  all  the  details  offered  by  the  noble 
viscooot  on  Tuesday,  respecting  naval 
afiairs.  These  motions  he  had,  according 
to  the  usual  courtesy,  coasmonicated  to 
the  noble  viscount ;  but  they  had  not  met 
with  the  reception  that  might  have  been 
expected,  after  the  readiness  apparently 
maoifetted  by  the  noble  viscount  to  meet 
inquire,  and  there  was  reason  to  sappose 
that  they  woold  meet  with  opposition. 
In  order,  therefore,  that  the  least  possible 
delay  might  take  place,  he  now  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  bring  forward 
those  motions  to-morrow,  and  with  that 
view  moved  that  their  lordships  be  sum- 
moned.   Ordered. 

BaiTisB  Taoops  on  the  Comtimbiit.] 
The  Marquis  of  Lamdoume,  in  rising  to 
move  *'  ao  humble  Address  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  praying  he 
would  be  pleased  to  order  to  be  laid 
before  the  House  copies  of  any  treaty  or 
ongagements  with  foreign  powers,  for  the 
emplojfment  by  this  country  of  British 
or  foreign  troops  on  the  continent/'  felt  it 
hie  duty  to  state  to  their  lordships  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  \o  press  for 
copies  of  these  engagements  in  preference 
to  the  sabatance  of  them,  which  ministers 
professed  themselves  willing  to  commu- 
nicaie.  He  was  the  more  desirous  to  do 
tbis»  that  it  might  not  be  supposed  that 
any  undue  pertinacity  on  his  part  induced 
bim  to  persist  in  calling  for  authentic 
copies  of  these  engagements,  in  which 
the  country  was  so  deeply  interested. 
When  they  knew  that  this  country  was 
now  acting  upon  these  engagements,  that 
we  had  actually  embarked  to  a  great 
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extent  in  the  performance  of  these  en- 
gagements, and  that  a  considerable  army 
was  now  on  the  continent  at  our  ezpence, 
in  compliance  with  the  terms  of  these 
engagements— when  they  knew  also,  that 
an  enormous  expence  had  thus  been  in- 
curred, it  appearing  by  official  documents, 
and  by  what  bad  been  stated  elsewhere, 
that  the  Excess  of  expenditure   beyond 
the  ordinary  establishments  of  the  army 
and  navy  amounted  lo  80  milliont|  it  was ' 
surely  not  too  much  to  ask  that  authentic 
copies  of  these  engagements^  under  which 
the  country  was  so  pledged,  and  under 
which  such  an  enormous  expenditure  had 
been  incurred,  should  be  laid  before  the 
House.    It  had  been  said,  that  the  reason 
for  not  laying  a  copy  of  this  treaty  before 
the  House,  was,  tnat  it  was  not  ratified. 
This  objection,  however,  he  conceived  waa 
of  no  avail ;  and  he  trusted  be  should  be 
able  to  shew,  that  neither  in  form  or  sub- 
stance was  there  any  valid  objection  to 
the  production  of  this  treaty.    In  point  of 
form,  there  were  precedents  for  the  pro- 
duction of  treaties  which  had  not  been 
ratified ;   and  it  most  be  in  the  recollec- 
tion of  their  lordships,  that  not  more  than 
five  or  six  years  ago  the  treaty  entered 
into  by  two  noble  friends  of  bis  with  the 
American  government  was   laid  before 
parliament,  not  only  although  not  ratified, 
but  although  it  had  been  actually  rejected 
by  the  president.    In  point  of  substance, 
if  there  was  ground  to  suppose  that  a 
treaty  would  not  be  ratified,  and    that 
therefore  by  its  production  considerable 
interests  would  be  committed,  that  would 
be  undoubtedly  a  good  reason  for  not 
producing  such  treaty  to  parliament.  But 
what  was  the  fact  with  regard  to  the  treaty 
for  a  copy  of  which  he  now  asked  ?    It 
was  not  a  treaty  entered  into  between 
ministers,   but    between    the    principals 
themselves :  it  was  a  treaty  made  by  those 
principals  with  one  common  interest  in 
view,  and  which  all  had  equally  bound 
themselTCs  to  carry  into  execution.     Still 
more,  it  was  a  treaty  now  acting  upon,  in 
compliance  with  the  terms  of  which,  Bri* 
tish  troops,  and  foreign  troops  in  British 
pay,  were  now  upon  the  continent ;  and 
under  the  operation  of  which  this  country 
was  incurring  an  enormous  expenditure, 
and  this,  too,  long  after  the  termination  of 
the  war,  and  long  after  the  annihilation  of 
that  great  power  erected  in  France  by 
Buonaparte,  and  at  a  period   when  the 
affricultural  and  commercial  interesU  of 
the  country  required  that  the  burthens 
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upon  them  shoiihl  be  lightened  in  everj 
posaible  wey^  In  order  that  they  might  be 
enabled  to  enter  into  a  competition  with 
foreign  conntries.    Were  not  these  aoffi- 
cient  reasons  for  the  prodoction  of  a  treaty, 
the  execution  of  which  drew  with  it  such 
important  consequences  ?   Were  not  these 
sufficient  reasons  to  shew  that  the  terms 
of  this  treaty,  of  these  engagements,  should 
be  authentically  certified  to  the  House  in 
the  only  shape  in  which  thev  could  be  so 
authentically  certified,  namely,  by  laying 
copies  of  them  on  their  lordships'  table  ? 
Were  they,  when  parliament  were  called 
together  to  rote  supplies  to  the  govern- 
ment,  to  rest  satisfied  fHth  the  little  or 
with  the  no  information  afforded  them  as 
to  that  slate  of  the  continent,  or  that  situa* 
tion  of  public  afiairi,  which  could  render 
such  an  enormous  expenditure  necessary 
at  the  present  period  ?    It  certainly  was 
not  to  be  expected  that  any  information 
would  be  given  as  to  the  state  of  the  nego- 
ciations  depending  on  the  continent,  or  at 
the  Congress  ;  but  it  might  have  been  ex- 
pected that  the  Speech  from  the  throne 
would  hava  laid  down  some  greatprinciples 
asthose  by  which  (he  government  would  be 
actuated  in  the  important  discussions,  in- 
▼olving  so  many  great  and  momentous 
interests,  so    many  high    considerations 
which  were  now  depending.     He  could 
not,    however,    shut    his   ears   to    the 
romoun  that  were  afloat  respecting  in- 
tended arrangements  in  Europe — rumours 
which  he  was  willing  to  hope  were  un- 
founded, but  which  came  in  a  shape  that 
gave  too  much  reason  to  fear  they  were 
true.    He  spoke  not  of  the  Italian  repub- 
lics, such  as  Genoa,  Lucca,  and  Venice ; 
but  he  alluded  more  particularly  to  re- 
ported spoliations  in  Germany,  which  he 
trusted  might  yet  be  prevented.    It  was 
well  known  to  every  one  how  much,  in  the 
late  war,  was  efiected  against  the  power  of 
Buonaparte,  by  that  feeling  in  Germany 
which  arose  out  of  local  affections,  and 
which  engendered  a  spirit  that  rendered 
every  German  gentleman  an  officer,  every 
German  peasant  a  soldier.    To  guarantee 
and  secure  these  local  afiections,  instead 
of  tearing  and  separating  them,  ought  to 
be  the  object  of  the  great  powers  of  Eu- 
rope ;  for  upon  the  power  thence  derived, 
depended  the  stability  of  the  whole  sys- 
tem.   This  principle  had  been  expressly 
recognised  by  the  great  powers  of  £u- 
rofie  not  nine  months  since,  in  their  decla- 
ration at  Chatillon,  in  which  they  expressly 
stated  their  desire  to  keep  op  and  main« 
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tain  those  social  relations  upon  which  the 
security   of  states  depended,    and  their 
abhorrence  of  the  principle  of  incorpo- 
rating states  with  others,  on  the  grounds 
of'  convenience  or  expediency.      Were 
these  declared  sentiments,  was  tbb  pledge, 
thus  solen^nly  given  to  Europe,  so  soon 
forgotten?     They  all  knew  the  melan- 
choly consequences  that  had  resulted  from 
the    unprincipled    partition    of    Poland. 
From  that  partition  was  to  be  dated  that 
overthrow  of  states,  that  scene  of  horror 
and  desolation,  which  had  been  for  a  series 
of  years  experienced  in  Europe.    The  in- 
habitants of  Poland,  thus  torn  from  their 
accustomed  relations,  became  the  ready 
instruments  of  an  adventurer,  as  Buona- 
parte proved  himself  to  be,  though  pee- 
sessed  of  ^reat  miliury  talents,   and  a 
daring  ambition  :  even  op  to  nearly  the 
latest  period  of  the  war,  80  or   100,000 
of  them  were  at  his  disposal ;  and  it  was 
only  to  be  attributed  to  fortunate  circum* 
stances,  that  such  a  force  was  not  ren- 
dered available  by  Buonaparte,  again  to 
renew  his  projects  in  Europe.    Was  this 
unjust  principle  of  partition  again  to  shed 
its  baleful  influence,  and  again  to  endanger 
the  whole  system  of  power  established  io 
Europe,  which  it  was  evident  from  past  ex- 
perience could  only  be  truly  founded  in  the 
local  affections  and  social  relations  of  states  ? 
He  alluded  more  particularly  to  Saxony, 
which  it  was  positively  asserted  was  to  be 
dismembered,  and  to  lose  its  national  exis- 
tence. Their  lordships  all  knew  how  many 
important  considerations  had  heenconnect- 
ed  with  the  existence  of  Saxony  as  a  power, 
the  services  that  it  had  rendered,  the  happi-' 
ness  and  comfort  enjoyed  by  the  people ; 
yetitwas  said  this  nation  was  to  be  torn  from 
its  social  relations,  and  made  a  dependency 
to  another  power;  whilst  Lusatia,  which 
was  called    a  modern  acquisition  (only 
three  hundred  years),  was  to  be  given  to 
Austria,  by  whom  it  had  been  originally  * 
given  to  Saxony,  for  services  rendered  In 
the  30  vesrs  war.    Had  the  powers  of 
Europe  derived  no  wisdom  from  the  ex- 
perience of  the  melancholy  consequences 
that  resulted  from  the  unprincipled  parti- 
tion of  Poland  f  Were  they  now  to  plunge 
into  the  same   abyss  of  Injustice,  and, 
setting  at   defiance    every   principle   of 
righty  again  destroy  the 'social  relation  of 
nations,  and  tear  up  their  local  aiiectbns  ? 
Would  not  this  be  paving  the  way  fbr  the 
very  counterpart  of  what  had  so  recently 
occurred  to  Europe  ?  Might  it  not  induce 
some  power  lo  set  up  upon  those  rtry 
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principles  of  iDJosiicc*  and  to  ettablish 
that  formidable  away  which  Boooaparic 
ao  long  held  over  Europe  ?  Were  they 
•ore  even  that  that  extraordinary  indivi- 
dual*  although  now  circumscribed  within 
the  narrow  limiu  of  the  island  of  £iba, 
would  not  re-^pear  in  some  quarter  of 
Europe,  to  disturb  iu  tranquillity  ?  That 
he  would  not  take  another  eagle  flighty 
and  again  display  '  the  terrors  of  his 
beak«  the  lightnings  of  his  eye.'  And 
what  better  hold  could  he  then  have  than 
those  principles  of  injustice,  by  which 
alone  schemes  of  partition  were  upheld  ? 
Was  it  to  be  alleged,  that  Saxony  was  to 
be  dismembered,  because  she  aided  Buo- 
naparte ?  Could  such  a  monstrous  prin* 
cipl^  be  for  a  moment  maintained,  without 
at  least  its  equally  applying  to  Austria 
herself?  But  how  stood  the  fact  ?  Austria, 
in  a  secret  treaty  with  Saxony,  gua* 
ranteed  to  that  power  iu  Saxon  ienritones» 
and  also  the  duchy  of  Warsaw.  Buona- 
parte, in  his  progress  towards  Russia,  be* 
fore  Austria  was  at  war  with  him,  over* 
ran  the  Saxon  territories*  and  obtained 
possemioo  of  Dresden.  It  mrus  then  that 
the  king  of  Saxony,  seeing  his  territories 
over«run  by  the  French  troops,  and  his 
capital  in  their  possession,  hiMi  no  other 
flsuans  of  saving  his  people  from  military 
execution  than  by  submitting  to  the  con* 
queror.  But  after  this  the  Saxon  troops, 
in  the  glorious  day  of  Leipsic,  mainly  as* 
sisled  the  cause  of  Europe,  which,  on  that 
day,  fortunately  triumphed;  and  yel,  as 
a  reward  for  their  services,  the  social  re* 
lations  of  their  country  were  to  be  torn 
from  them,  and  their  independence  de- 
stroyed !  He  trusted,  however,  ,that  this 
would  not  be  sufiered:  he  trusted  that 
«  the  minisler  representing  this  country,  the 
power  and  influence  of  which  in  Europe 
were  now  much  greater  than  at  the  period 
of  the  partition  of  Poland,  would  strongly 
and  with  a  determined  spirit  oppose  so 
unjust  and  so  unprincipled  an  attempt. 
He  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  make  these 
observations  upon  the  circumstances  which 
had  occurred,  or  which  appeared  to  arise 
out  of  the  state  of  Europe ;  and  he  should 
now  conclude  by  moving '«  an  Address  to 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Begent, 
praying  for  copies  of  the  engagements  en- 
tered into  with  foreign  powers,  under  which 
British  troops,  or  foreign  troops  in  British 
pay,  were  now  empk>yed  on  the  conti* 
Bent." 

The  Earl  of  tdnrfod  declined  entering 
Into  all  the  various  statemenu  of  the  noble 


marquis;  not,  he  assured  him,  because 
he  undervalued  any  one  of  the  topics  em- 
braced by  his  speech,  but  because  he  did 
not  feel  that  he  should  discharge  his  duty, 
should  he  enter  into  disquisitions  on  snb-> 
jects  which  were  not  intended  for  discus- 
sion that  day.  A  day  of  explanation 
must  come,  and  when  it  arrived,  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  his  Majesty's  servants  to 
shew,  not  only  that  they  had  acted  pro- 
perly, according  to  the  conception  they 
bad  formed  of  their  duty,  but  also  to  ex- 
plain  the  principle  on  which  they  had 
acted.  That  day,  however,  was  not  ar- 
rived, nor  could  it  be  expected,  till  the 
field  in  which  the  whole  continent  had 
been  acting  was  cleared,  and  left  equally 
open  to  all.  All  the  objecu  of  the  noble 
marquis's  motion  might  be  gained  in  ano- 
ther way:  but  before  that  could  be  ac- 
complished, it  might  be  proper  in  him  to 
state  to  their  lordships  w)iat  were  the  ob- 
jects of  keeping  a  large  British  force  on 
the  continent  at  the  present  moment. 
Perhaps  on  this  subject  it  might  be  said, 
why  were  not  the  first  terms  come  to  with 
France  to  this  eflect,  that  the  armies  on 
all  sides. should  be  disbanded,  without  a 
definitiva  treaty  being  come  to,  leaving 
to  the  Congress  of  Vienna  to  settle  these 
termed  Now,  according  to  his  concep* 
tion  of  the  matter,  there  was  not  one  single 
step  of  the  treaty  of  Paris  marked  with 
more  peculiar  wisdom  than  another  thaa 
this,  that  France  was  speedily  dismissed 
out  of  the  deliberation.  She  wss  the.  ac- 
tual head  and  soul  of  the  contest ;  there- 
fore it  became  necessary  that  as  little 
time  as  possible  should  be  spent  in  de« 
bating  preiiminary  considerations  as  to 
her ;  and,  whatever  might  be  afterwards 
resolved  upon  as  to  the  affairs  of  France, 
that  her  immediate  state,  in  relation  to 
the  other  powers  of  Europe,  should  not 
be  left  for  after-consideration,  but  should 
be  settled  at  once.  The  policy  of  the 
treaty  had  been— and  he  conceived  it  to 
have  been  a  wise  one — to  settle  the  fate  of 
France  in  the  first  instance,  and  to  leave 
the  interests  of  the  other  contending 
powers  to  be  adjusted  afterwards.  It 
the  contracting  parties  had  acted  other- 
wise, the  whole  powers  on  the  continent 
must  have  kept  tneir  full  armies  in  pay, 
even  after  the  terms  of  peace  had  been 
agreed  on;  and  thus  must  this  country 
have  continued  to  maintain  an  army,  not 
to  the  extent  now  complained  of,  but  to 
the  full  extent  of  the  force  originally,  and 
to  the  moment  of  the  peace,  employed  by 
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her  in  the  contest.  Till  the  Congren  was 
finally  adjusted,  it  was  obvious  that  the 
only  safety  for  the  parties  interested  was 
.in  their  keeping  up  Sirmies,  not  indeed  to 
their  original  siandard,  but  suchi  at  least, 
as  should  place  them  in  a  respectable  po- 
fitioD«  in  reference  to  their  situation  in  re* 
gard  to  the  afiairs  of  Europe.  It  grew 
out  of  the  nature  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  that  all  the  parties  should  keep 
up  something  like  an  army  till  . every 
thing  was  adjusted.  ,  Was  there  any  body, 
he  asked,  who  would  have  recommended 
it  to  England  to  withdraw  from  this  wise 
line  of  policy  t  Would  the  noble  marquis 
himself  have  recommended  such  a  line  of 
conduct  to  Great  Britain  ?  Would  he  have 
told  her,,  that  while  other  nations  were 
providing  for  their  immediate  and  pro- 
spective safety,  by  maintaining  a  respect- 
able position  till  the  final  adjustment  of 
diflPerences,  she  ought  to  look  only  to  the 
husbanding  of  her  resources  ;  and,  on 
that  principle,  should  withdraw  her  army, 
previously  to  a  final  convention  ?  He  was 
satisfied,  that  not  the  noble  marquis 
merely,  but  that  no  other  person  would 
recommend  to  any  government  such  a 
mode  of  proceeding.  The  mode  of  con* 
duct,  however,  to  be  observed  by  the  go* 
yernment  of  this  country,  in  the  present 
instance,  rested  not  on  the  same  princi* 
pies  as  those  which  ought  to  govern,  or 
might  be  supposed  to  govern,  the  conduct 
of  other  states.  There  were  interests,  in 
the  importance  pf  which  all  parties  were 
agreed.  There  had  been,  and  always 
would  be,  shades  of  difference  as  to  the 
degrees  of  interest  which  this  country 
had,  and  ought  to  feel,  in  the  concerns  of 
the  continent.  There  probably,  however, 
never  was  a  grfiat  statesman  who.  disputed 
that  it  was  wise  policy  in  this  country  lo 
support  Holland.  He  remembered  that 
the  late  Mr.  Fox  had  declared  it  to  be  his 
opinion,  not  only  that  great  sacrifices 
should  be  made  by  this  country  for  the 
accommodation  of  Holland,  bat  even  that 
a  war  should  be  persevered  in  on  her  ac- 
count. He  had  never,  indeed,  beard  any 
statesman  dispute,  that  this  would  be  a 
reason  for  carrying  on  a  war  once  com* 
inenced.  Whether  there  was  or  was  not 
a  treaty,  was,  he  contended,  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, of.  little  consequence;  and 
therefore,  whether  there  was  or  was  not  a 
treaty,  so  ought  we  to  have  acted.  The 
question  with  him  was  not^  whether  this 
was  a  line  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  this 
goTermnent  growing  out  of  a  tret^ty^  but 


whether  it  was  not  one  growing  out  of  tl^ 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case?  It 
was,  he  submitted,  a  wise  course  to  adopt 
on  its  own  merits,  without  reference  to  aoy 
treaty  or  agreement ;  but,  in  addition  to 
this,  it  was  founded  on  a  treaty  signed  at 
a  period  when  the  principal  powers  of 
Europe  had  agreed,  for  a  stated  period, 
and  foriheir  joint  and  common  security,  to 
keep  up  a  stated  force ;  and,  if  ever  there 
was  a  time  in  which  every  thing  was 
open,  fair,  and  explicit  on  the  continent, 
this  was  the  time.  Not  only  were  the 
circumstances  of  this  treaty  known  in  this 
country,  but  most  important  proceedings 
followed  in  consequence  in  this  country, 
particularly  on  the  consideration  of  bis 
Majesty's  Message,  on  the  SOtb  of  June. 
Not  only  were  the  circumstances  of  the 
transaction  then  alluded  to,  but  they  were 
even  stated  with  great  particularity.  Though 
the  continuance  of  the  American  war 
would  then  have  justified  some  vote  of 
credit,  yet  It  would  not  have  warranted  a 
¥ote  to  the  extent  demanded  and  granted  ; 
the  vote  being  not  on  account  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  with  America,  but  for 
the  support  of  the  British  troops  on  the 
continent,  till  the  state  of  Europe  should 
be  adjusted  and  tranquillized.  That  vote 
did  not  pass  without  observation  from  the 
noble  baron  opposite ;  but  still  it  was 
adopted,  and  passed  nem,  dis.  He  agreed 
that,  as  to  the  sums,  and  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  expended,  the  most  ample 
information  should  be  laid  before  parlia- 
ment ;  at  present,  in  his  opinion,  the  mat- 
ter was  not  regularly  brought  before  par- 
liament. There  would  be  a  time  for  dis* 
cossing'  the  business,  and  when  that  time 
arrived,  he  trusted  he  should  not  be  want- 
insr. 

Lord  GrewoUU  said:  I  confess,  my 
lords,  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the 
concluding  observations  of  the  noble  earl 
as  to  the  form  in  which  he  proposes  that 
the  treaty  shall  be  laid  before  the  House. 
In  fact,  he  has  made  no  objection  that  I 
heard  to  the  motion  requiring  that  we 
should  be  put-in  possession  of  copies  of  all 
engagemenu  with  foreign  powers,  by 
virtue  of  which  a  large  body  of  British 
troops  have  been  retained  upon  the  con* 
tinenu  Parliament  has  never  received  any 
notification  from  the  crown  of  this  inten- 
tion^ and  if  to  the  Address  the  Prince 
Regent  shall  reply,  that  the  treaty  has  not 
yet  been  ratified,  and  that  the  substanee 
only  can  be  giveop  then  it  will  be  early 
eoonghsoto  vane  the  motion*    Idooiit 
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whether  the  mere  production  of  the  sob* 
stance  woald  answer  the  purpose  in  view ; 
it  may  be  laid  opon  the  table,  not  as  a 
treaty  regularly  entered  into,  bin  as  an 
engagement  signed*  and  acted  «pon  in 
contemplation  of  being  ratified :  it  seems 
to  me  a  little  oat  of  the  asual  practice  for 
the  House  to  move  for  the  substance.  I 
am  not  aware,  under  these  cirenmstances, 
if  it  be  a  reguisr  mode  of  proceeding,  and 
my  noble  friend  is  satisfied  with  such  an 
amendment,  that  there  is  any  thing  left  to 
be  debated ;  but  I  trust  that  I  shall  be 
allowed  the  liberty  of  saying  a  few  words 
on  some  important  points  connected  with 
this  tobject,  upon  which  the  noble  earl, 
has  just  touched.  With  regard  to  the 
constitutional  part  of  the  qoestion,  I  mast 
be  permitted  to  say,  that  whatever  respect 
and  deference  I  may  privately  leel  for  the 
exptanaiions  given  by  any  noble  lord  in 
his  place,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  consti* 
tutioa  of  the  copntry  requires  th^i  in  no 
case  of  a  measure  of  such  momentous 
importance,  of  soch  a  stopendoas  devia- 
tion from  the  ordinary  practice  in  military 
afiiiirs,  where  a  body  of  4Q|0(X>  men  (I 
believe  I  much  under-rate  the  number)  is 
maintained  in  a  foreign  land  during  peace, 
aball  tii»  parliament  be  kept  in  ignorance, 
but  that  a  diatioct  commonication  shall 
be  made  upon  the  sobject.  However 
exalted  may  be  the  character  of  the  noble 
earl,  any  verbal  commnnication  from  him 
can  never  have  the  weight  that  belongs 
to  a  formal  meisore  from  the  throne, 
which  this  House  has  a  right  to  expect, 
under  circonutancei  of  such  striking  de- 
viation from  precedent  and  principle. 
On  a  foftner  occasion,  the  noble  earl 
staled,  that  the  notoriety  of  the  necessity 
in  this  case  would  remove  the  danger  of 
its  being  converted  into  a  precedent ;  but 
be  must  allow  me  to  say,  that  it  is  from 
that  very  circumstance  that  I  enteruin 
the  most  apprehension  of  the  conse- 
quences: it  is  the  very  ground  on  which 
all  bad  precedents  are  established—they 
are  adopted  from  necessity,  often  most 
notociotts  necessity,  and  the  pursuance  of 
the  system  is  justified  by  the  previous 
practice.  I  beg  also  to  ol»erve,  that  the 
noble  earl  assumes  a  great  deal  too  much, 
if  he  imagines  that  there  is  any  thing  like 
n  general  concurrence  of  opinion  in  the 
country  as  to  the  propriety  of  this  mea* 
aure :  much  more  must  be  known  than  the 
noble  earl  has  stated,  or  perhapa  oould 
atate,  before  I  can  acquiesce  in  iu  justice 
»nd  proprietyw    The  noble  earl  k^B,  for 


the  first  time,  to  night  stated  some  of  the 
circumstances  that  led  to  this  arrange- 
ment:  on  former  occasions  little  has  been 
remarked  opon  the  deviation  from  the 
ordinary  course  by  the  immediate  signa- 
ture of  a  definitive  treaty  with  France, 
while  the  arrangement  of  the  interests  of 
the  rest  of  Europe  was  left  to  dlKUssion 
at  the  projected  Congress.    I,  however, 
did  express  great  doubt  as  to  the  wisdom 
of  such  a  determination,  because  it  neces- 
sarily involved  that  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, was  more  calculated  than  any  thing 
else  to  lessen,  if  not  almost  to  annihilate, 
the  influence  of  this  country  at  the  Con- 
gress.    The  consequence*  of  a  separate 
dofinittve  treaty  with  France  was  to  limit 
completely  and  finally  the  claims  of  that 
kingdom,  while  the  possessions  and  de- 
mands of  all  the  other  sovereisns  were 
left  undetermined;  and  the  e£ct  vrith 
regard  to  Great  Britain  was,  that  by  the 
cession  to  France  of  all  that  was  to  be 
yielded,  we  lost  the  only  remaining  hold 
we  had  upon  her,  namely,  the  colonies,  of 
which  we  had  during  the  war  deprived 
her.    It  'might,  perhaps,  be  deemed  an 
expedient  of  political  wisdont  that  both 
England  and  France  should  be  excluded 
from  all  share   in  the  future  continental 
arrangements :  as  to  ourselves  it  might  be. 
completely  effectual,  but   France,  from 
her  local  situation,  could  not  be  wholly 
prevented  from  retaining  an  influence. 
From  the  position  of  Enffland,  the  only 
mode  she  had  of  securing  by  her  influence 
the  success  of  the  plans  she  had  in  view, 
was  by  retaining  the  colonies  obtained  by 
her  maritime  superiority,  which  she  might 
be  supposed  to  have  a  right  to  hold  until 
her  just  claims  were  allowed,  and  until 
France  was  reduced  vritbin  those  limita 
that  would  maintain  the  security  of  points 
where  we  had  the  deepest  interests  staked. 
To  instance  the  case  of  the  Netherlands; 
no  statesman,  or  no  man  who  assumed  to 
himself  the  title  of  a  statesman,  could  have 
calculated  upon  the  future  situation  of  the 
Low  Countries :  it  was  a  point  that  deeply 
concerned  Great  Britain,  and  it  would  of 
course    demand   our    earliest   attention. 
What  have  we  done  ?  The  other  powen 
of  Europe,  it  seems,  have,  or  pretend  to 
have,   no   interest  in   the  Netherlands. 
Austria  rejects  them,   Prussia  does  not 
require  them,  and  the  burthen  of  retaining 
them  was  thrown  upon  Great  Britain; 
whereas  if  we  had  signed  only  prelimina^ 
ries  of  peace,  instead  of  a  definitive  treaty, 
we  shouki  btve  kept  them  until  it  was 
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necessary  to  exert  all  the  powerful  in- 
Haence  we  possessed  at  the  moment  of  the 
•ignatore  of  these  preliminaries.    AboTe 
all,  we  shoold  have  been  ahle  to  prevent 
that  which  has  worked  the  deepest  injury 
to  ihis  coontry— ithe  delay  thf  t  has  taken 
place  in  the  settlement  of  the   affairs  of 
the  cootinent.    I  cannot  admit  that  the 
silence  of  any  noble  lord  is  to  be  con- 
strued into  an  assent;  and  if  no  remark 
was  made  on  this  side  of  the  House  upon 
what  passed  on  the  20th  of  June,  it  was 
not  to  be  imagined  that  concurrence  was 
given  in  a  measure  like  that  which  we 
now  see  exposed.    Let  the  nobis  earl, 
however,  remember,  that  at  that  time  it 
was  stated  that  the  Congress  was  to  be 
immediately  assembled.      When  two  of 
the  sovereigns  of  Europe  were  on  a  visit 
to  this  metropolis,  it  was  even  sakl  that 
their  stay  would  necessarily  be  restricted 
by  the  great  arrangements  immediately  to 
take  place,  in  which  they  were  so  deeply 
involved.    Had  I  even  been  in  my  place 
at  that  time,  and   had   remained  silent 
upon  the  subject,  bad  I  even  given  my 
assent  to  the  speech  of  the  nobfe  earl,  I 
should  still  be  entitled  now  to  say  that  I 
dissent,  because  then  I  knew  that  some 
short  period  must  necessarily  elapse  before 
Europe  was  restored  to  perfect  tranquillity. 
I  should  have  acquiesced  in  the  vote  of 
credit  perhaps,  because  some  of  our  troops 
were,  I  b«lieve,  actually  then  in  France, 
and  some  short  pei4od  must  be  allowed 
for   their  return.     But,  undoubtedly,  a 
different  view  of  the  subject  presented 
itself  the  moment  it  was  known  that  the 
arrangements,  in  which  this  empire  ought 
to  have  borae  so  great  a  sfaaroi  and  which 
were  expeded  to  be  made  immediately 
after  the  signature  of  the  tseaty  of  Paris, 
was  to  be  adjourned  indefinitely ;  so  that 
to  the  moment  I  am  now  speaking,  we 
have  had  no  intelligence  that  the  Con* 
gross  has  yet  proceeded  to  a  single  discus- 
sion.   During  this  interval  we  have  been 
employed  in  diminishing  our  influence,  in 
sorrendering  the  power  that  we  naturally 
possessed,  and  we  are  now  endeavouring 
to  re*establish  it,  to  regain  the  ground  we 
have  lost  by  the  adoption  of  the  course 
which  the  noble  earl  insisa  was  the  wisest 
plan  that  could  be  conceived.    In  conse* 
quence,  however,  of  this  wise  plan,  in 
my  opinion,  we  are  now  enduring  the  bur- 
then of  the  maintenance  of  this  immense 
force  on    the   continent.    Some  persons 
might  have  thought*that  the  old  modes 
of  concluding  peace*  establishad  by  the 


united  experience  of  mankind  for  ages, 
would  have  been  preferable  to  these  new* 
fangled  schemes  with  which  the  noble 
earl  is  so  much  delighted  ;  b](  the  former 
we  shoe  Id  not  now  have  felt  the  weight 
under  which  the  country  groans  in  a  time 
of  p^ce  9  and  the  arrangements,  in  the 
speedy  termination  of  which  we  were  so 
muck  interested,  would  long  ago  have 
been  concluded.  Into  the  precise  nature 
of  these  engagements,  when  they  come 
before  us,  there  may  or  may  not  be  occa- 
sion to  enter  more  at  large ;  but  at  pre- 
sent it  appears  that  the  reciprocity  of  the 
contract  is  somewhat  extraordinary ;  it 
compels  thietgovernment,  at  an  immense 
expense,  to  maintain  an  army  upon  the 
continent.  It  is  true,  that  the  other 
powers  are  to  do  the  same ;  but  Austria, 
without  any  such  treaty,  would,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  maintain  a  force  in  her  terri- 
tories. Prussia  would  likewise  have  an 
army,  especially  if  Saxony  were  placed  in 
her  hands.  Upon  this  country  only  ia 
there  a  disproportionate  pressure,  since  we 
should  have  no  interest  to  retain  any  part 
of  our  forces  on  the  continent.  We  have 
had  the  wisdom,  upon  this  new-fashioned 
scheme,  first  to  throw  out  of  our  handa 
all  the  advantages  that  our  influence  gave, 
and  then  we  are  to  regain  them  by  means 
of  a  large  force,  at  an  immense  charge  to 
the  suij^cts  of  this  country.  But  some  ad- 
ditional, inducements  are  held  out  to  recon- 
cile us  to  the  change  of  system.  We  are 
told  that  the  effect  of  this  large  military 
power  will  be  to  settle  the  minds  of  the 
inhabitaou  of  the  Netherlands.  Whether 
such  will  be  the  consequence,  I  know  not, 
but  I  must  saji  that  to  me  soeh  a  settle- 
ment of  the  minds  of  the  people  as  is  pro* 
duced  by  the  over*awtng  presence  of  a 
strong  military  force,  is  not  so  consoling 
as  to  the  noble  earl.  With  regard  to  the 
effect  in  other  quarters,  however  grievous 
may  be  the  expense,  however  large  the 
fiirce  in  proportion  to  our  narrow  meansb 
and  however  alarming  the  precedent,  I 
believe  that  it  will  give  us  no  advantage 
over  Austriat  Prussia,  or  France:  the 
quality  of  the  force  needs  no  ealogium, 
since  it  forms  a  part  of  the  British  army  ; 
but  the  quantity  is  most  inadequate  to  ac- 
complish any  such  purpose  as  ministers 
seem  to  expect — I  have  said  thus  much  at 
present ;  a  question  of  such  magnitude  is 
by  no  means  exhausted ;  but  it  will  remaiB 
to  be  considered  more  fully  when  we  have 
had  the  experience  of  the  result  of  t^ese 
happy  and  wise  meaiarea  in  supporting^ 
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the  inflaence  of  Great  Britain  io  the  final 
settlement  of  continental  Europe :  the  ef- 
fects, op  to  the  present  tioie«  have  been 
only  the  annihilation  of  oor  inflaence, 
and  the  addition  of  an  enormous  burthen 
to  the  heavy  weight  which  the  nation  has 
already  to  snstatn.     I  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood,  that  I  do  not  state  that  there  was  no 
necessity  for  these  measures ;  but  I  main- 
tain, that  as  yet  no  snch  necessity  has  been 
proved,    since    a    distinct,  precise,   and 
formal  explanation  can  alone  be  satisfac- 
tory to  parliament.     With  regard  to  the 
operation  of  such  plans  upon  the  general 
pacification  of  Europe,  I  can  only  say,  that 
It  will  be  m  dreadful  moment  when  it  does 
arrive— when  a  treaty  is  laid  upon  the 
table,  in  which  the  name  of  any  British 
negociator  shall  be  found  sanctioning  in 
any  woy  that  system  of  aggrandizement, 
extension,  and  partition,  which  is  to  be  the 
basis  of  a  final  establisliment,  and  of  which 
my  noble  friend  truly  said,  that  it  bad  been 
the  origin  of  all  the  calamities  of  Enrope. 
What  line  of  conduct  we  are  pursuing 
upon  that  subject  I  know  not :  what  means 
remain  to  os  of  infloeacing  the  final  de- 
cision of  afihiis,  I  Tentoro  not  to  pro- 
nounce ;  few  and  insignificant  I  fear  they 
are.    Whatever  may  be  the  issue,  this 
consolation  I  aincerely  trust  we  aball  poa* 
aess ;    that  If  instead  of  hailing  the  re- 
establishment  of  legitimate  authorities  and 
of  national  independence  (as  with  grateful 
hearts  we  did  last  year,  when  a  triumph 
was  gained  in  favour  of  those  rights  for 
which  we  boasted  that  we  fought  and  con- 
quered) we  are  doomed  to  witness  the 
signature  of  a  treaty,  by  which  it  shall  be 
for  ever  registered  in  the  page  of  history, 
and  handed  down  to  posterity,  that  no 
nation  has  a  right  to  her  independence, 
that  the  power  of  the  strong  is  the  only 
law,  that  the  rapacity  of  ambition  is  to  lie 
the  only  rule  of  justice,  that  such  is  the 
lesson,  confirmed  and  sanctioned  by  the 
united  voices  of  assembled  sovereigns,  and 
that  such  is  the  result  of  the  long,  arduous, 
and  eventful  contest,  in  which  we  have 
ahed  our  blood  and  exhausted  our  revenue, 
—this  consolation,  I  say,  I  trust  we  shall 
enjoy,  that  when  the  noble  earl  lays  such 
a.  treaty  upon  the  table,  he  will  accompany 
it  with  a  sincere  lamentation  that  all  oor 
eflTorts  had  been  unavailing  to  avert  the 
evil,  with  a  firm  protest  against  it,  and 
with  a  strenuous  declaration,  that  it  is  an 
insuft  to  '.he  common  sense,  and  a  violation 
of  the  rights  of  the  civilised  world,  and  a 
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breach  of  the  sacred  principle  recognised 
in  that  solemn  instrument  quoted  by  my 
noble  friend.  I  cannot  consent  by  entering 
into  separate  and  particular  cases,  to  imply 
a  doubt  upon  the  subject.  I  cannot  allow 
myself  to  argue  whether  it  would  or  would 
not  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  transfer  the 
people  of  Saxony,  hitherto  the  happiest 
people  of  Germany,  to  whose  army  you 
were  indebted  for  the  victory  of  Leipsic, 
and  for  many  of  the  consequences  of  that 
success,  from  the  authority  of  their  ancient 
and  venerable  sovereign,  to  place  them 
under  the  dominion  of  a  family,  of  whom 
they  know  nothing,  and  for  whom  they 
can  feel  no  attachment,  I  cannot  per- 
suade myself,  notwithstanding  what  passed 
last  year  in  this  House,  to  argue  the  ques- 
tion, whether  men  are  to  be  treated  like 
herds  of  cattle,  like  beasts  who  are  to  be 
sold,  and  not  like  men,  who  have  a  right 
to  make  a  choice,  and  for  whom  the  go*' 
vemmeat  is  only  administered  in  trust  for 
their  benefit.  It  would,  I  confess,  have 
been  high  gi^atification  to  me,  if  the  noble 
lord  had  told  us  that  in  these  principles 
his  Majesty's  ministers  concurred:  small 
aa  our  influence  might  be,  yet  in  the  main- 
tenance of  the  principle  of  the  indepeH- 
dence  of  nations,  that  influence  would 
have  been  well  employed,  and  the  fair 
character  of  this  country  would  never 
have  been  stained  with  the  guilt  of  being 
a  party  to  the  recognition  or  confirmation 
of  any  establishment,  founded  on  a  system 
ao  destructive  as  that  for  which  the  go- 
vernment of  this  nation  now  is  contending. 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdoume  had  no  ob* 
jection  to  the  addition  of  the  word  "  sub- 
stance," so  as  to  make  the  request  for 
'<  the  copy  or  substance"  of  any  arrange- 
ment.  In  alluding  to  the  expenditure,  in* 
curred  by  the  maintenance  of  an  army 
abroad,  his  lordship  did  not  mean  to  ob- 
ject to  it  if  that  army  were  necessary.  As 
yet,  no  such  necessity  had  been  esta- 
blished, and  it  would  be  a  question  for 
future  discussion. 

The  motion  having  been  altered  accord* 
ingly,  it  was  agreed  to  nem.  con. 
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Estimate  op  the  Navy  Debt.]  Mr* 
Croker  presented  to  the  House,  pursuant 
to  their  Address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  the 
foHowing 
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ESTIMATE  of  the  Debt  of  bis  Majesty's  Navy,  on  the  30th  of  September  1814. 

NAVY.  Particulars.  TotaL 

For  Bills  payable  at  Ninety  days  date»  for  Naval         £,         s,    d. 

Stores,  Slop  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c 721,913     I     3 

For  Stores  delivered  into  His  Majesty  Yards,  for 
which  Bills  were  not  made  oat  on  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, and  for  Bills  of  Exchange  accepted   •••  252,762    3     3 
For  Wages  to  his  Majesty's  Dock  and  Rope  Yards  ^20,0(X)  —  — 

For  Half-Pay  to  Sea  Officers    196,394.  3     3 

For  Wages  unpaid  on  the  Books  of  Ships  paid  ofT    235,657     8     2 
For  Wages  due  to  Ships  in  Sea  Pay,  on  30lh  Sep- 
tember   1,603,410 £.         s.     d. 

-3,229,437  —  11 

Victualling, — As  by  Account  received  from  the 
Commissioners  of  VictwUling. 

For  Bills  payable  at  Ninety  days  date.,  for  Pro- 
visions, Stores,  &c. 739,830    6    0 

For  Provisions  delivered,  and  Services  performed, 
for  which  Bills  Were  not  made  out  on  the  30th 
September • 17,945  16    5 

For  Bills  of  Exchange .'........        73,428     1  — 

For  Wages  to  the  Officers,  Workmen,  and  La- 
bourers, employed  at  the  Ports 12,506  17     9 

For  Short  Allowance  Money  to  the  Companies  of 
his  Majesty's  Ships  in  Pay,  and  those  which 
have  been  paid  off. 10,265  17    3 


Transpobts,— ils  by  Account  recehed  from  the 
Ccmsmuioncreqf  TVoiuportt. 

For  Bills  payable  at  Ninety  days  date,  for  Freight 

of  Transports,  Maintenance    of  Prisoners  of 

War,  Medicines,  Hospitals,  and  other  Expenses 

for  sick  Seamen,  and  ror  Miscellaneous  Services  1,135,653  IS     9 
For  Freight  of  Transports,  Prisoners,  Medicines, 

Hospitals,  &c.  for  Sick  Seamen,  for  which  Bills 

were  not  made  out  on  the  30th  September 2,957,211  12  11 


-853,976  18  11 


Deduct  the  Balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Navy  on  the  30th  September i!.642,699  16  10 

And   the  Sum   remaining  of  the  Supplies'] 

granted  for  the  year  1814,  not  issued  from  I  340,582    8  — 


•4,092,865  II   8 
8,176,279  11     a 


the  Exchequer  on  30th  September 


983,202     4  10 


Showf  the  Debt  of  the  Navt,  on  the  30th  September  1814,  t6  be^.7,193>077    6    8 

rsgwrf;  — — — 


Substance  op  trebb  Contentions,  SOp- 

PLEMENTAET  TO   THE  TREATIES  OP   ChaU* 

MONT  AND  Paris.]  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  by  order  of  thePk-ince  Regent, 
presented  the  following  Memorandum  : 

Substance  of  three  Conventions,  Supple- 
mentary to  the  Treaties  of  Chaumont 


Wm.  Shield, 
H.  Leggb. 
Percy  Eraser. 


and  Paris,  concluded  at  London,  the 
29th  of  June,  1814,  on  the  part  of  his 
Majesty,  the  Emperors  of  Austria  and 
Russia,  and  the  King  of  Prussia. 

Foreif^  Office^  Nov.  10,  1814. 
''  Three  Conventions,  supplementary  to 
the  Treaties  of  Chaumont  and  Paris^  were 
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ai^reed  to  and  concluded  at  London,  on  the 
fi9th  of  June,  1814,  by  the  plenipoten* 
tiaries  of  his  Majesty  the  £aoperor  of 
Austria,  Ihe  Emperor  of  Russia,  and  the 
King  of  Prussia,  by  which  the  sovereigns 
respectively  engage  to  maintain,  on  a 
war  establishment,  75.(K)0  men,  namely, 
60,000  foot  and  U,000  horse,  untif  the 
arrangements  respecting  the  future  state 
of  the  powers  of  Europe,  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  abovc*n)entioned  Treaty  of 
Paris  were  to  be  rt^gulated  at  the  Congress 
of  Vienna,  should  be  completed. 

*'  His  Majesty  reserves  thereby  to  hlm- 
felf  (he  power  of  furnishing  his  contingent, 
comformably  to  the  9th  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Cbaumont. 

«  The  Ht^h  Contracting  Parties  engage 
to  employ  these  armies  only  by  common 
consent,  and  in  the  spiiit  and  for  the  end 
of  their  above*roeniioned  alliance. 

"  The  acu  of  ratification  of  these  con- 
ventions on  the  parts  of  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  the  Eo^peror  of  Russia,  and  the 
King  of  Prussia,  have  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived in  London." 


Navy  Estimates — Bills  op  CaEDiT— 
ExcBEausa  Bills.]  The  several  accounts 
of  Navy  debt.  Exchequer  bills,  and  bills 
of  credit,  having  been  referred  to  the 
committee  of  supply,  the  House,  on  the 
notion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
resolved  itself  into  the  said  commitee. 

Sir  Gcari^e  ffiarrciu^observed,  that  under 
the  existing  circumstances  of  the  war  with 
the  United  States,  the  committee  must  be 
aware  of  the  necessity  of  our  retaining  a 
large  naval  force*  A  considerable  portion 
of  our  present  establishment  was,  in  fact,  at 
present  employed  in  operations  on  the 
enemy's  coast,  and  in  the  protection  .of 
our  own  commerce  in  various  parts  of  the 
world.  It  would  therefore  be  unnecessary 
for  him  to  do  more  than  state  the  number  of 
seamen  which  it  was  proposed  to  vote  ; 
adding  this  remark,  that  the  following 
votes  would  relate  not  to  the  extraordinaries 
of  the  navy^  but  merely  to  the  fleet  afloat. 
He  then  moved,  "  That,  70,000  men  be 
employed  for  the  sea  service,  for  the  year 
.1815;  including  15,000  marines."  This 
Resolution  being  agreed  to,  sir  George 
next  moved,  "  That  for  the  wages  of  the 
i^id  70.000  men,  the  sum  of  1,615,250/. 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty ;  being  at  the 
rate  of  I/.  15s.  6d.  .per  man  per  month, 
for  thirteen  months." 

Mr.  Potiionbjf  said,  he  could  not  allow 


tions.  It  was  now  but  a  few  days  more 
than  three  months  since  the  separation  of 
parliament,  at  which  period  no  person 
could  imagine  they  would  be  called  to- 
gether again  so  soon.  What  the  causes 
were  of  their  re-assembling, 'he  confessed 
himself  unable  to  explain.  The  Speech 
delivered  from  the.  throne  had  not  assign* 
ed  a  single  reason  for  this  unexpected  oc« 
currence.  For  himself,  he  conjectnred, 
and  the  votes  now  proposed  con6rmed 
him  in  that  opinion,  that  the  want  of  mo- 
ney was  the  cause  which  had  induced  his 
Majesty's  ministers  to  advise  the  calling 
together  of  parliament  at  the  present  mo* 
ment.  If  he  was  right  in  this  supposition^ 
there  was  strong  ground  for  requiring  that 
the  financial  minister  of  the  country 
should  enter  into  a  general  statement  of 
our  financial  situation.  He  had  read  the 
Speech  from  the  throne  several  times,  in 
the  hope  to  find  in  it  some  cause  assigned 
for  the  meeting  of  parliament,  but  he  bad 
not  been  so  ingenious  as  to  discover  any  ; 
and  he  was  persuaded  that  the  oldest 
member  in  that  House  could  not  recollect 
an  instance  of  parliament  having  beeil 
called  together— the  supplies  having  been 
vQted— three  months  after  that  period* 
without  the  statement  of  some  reason  for 
such  a  proceeding,  either  from  the  throne* 
or  at  least  from  the  mouths  of  ministers^^ 
To  deny  the  present  vote  would  seem  pe« 
culiarly  bard,  and,  indeed*  was  impossible* 
consistently  with  a  due  regard  for  the 
public  service ;  but  he  declared,  that  ha 
could  not  willingly  vote  any  sum,  until 
some  official  explanation  was  given  of  tha 
nature  of  our  situation.  As  connected  with 
this  subject,  he  could  not  help  comment- 
ing on  the  unheard-of  proceeding  which* 
if  the  public  prints  were  to  be  believed* 
had  taken  place  between  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
some  of  those  who  were  called  the  monied 
interest.  A  communication  had  bee& 
made  to  these  gentlemen,  that  government 
wanted  no  loan,  with  a  view  to  dispel  any 
apprehension  that  4he  public  securitiee 
would  be  further  depressed.  Other  mea- 
sures had  then  been  resorted  to  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  money.  The  coun- 
try bad,  however,  seen  a  meeting  of  tha 
most  respectable  merchants  of  London* 
having  \\\  the  chair  a  gentleman,  formerly 
a  representative  of  the  city,  and  so  ex- 
tremely well-disposed  towards  his  Majes- 
ty's present  government,  as  to  have  cba- 
racterized  them  as  the  best  and  wisest  mi- 
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indiTidoal  bad  declared,  that  the  measares 
proposed  by  *  the  beat  and  wisest  minis- 
ters that  ever  lived'»  respecting  the  bond- 
ing system,  were  the  most  destructive  to 
commerce  that  ever  h^d  been  devised. 
All  this  was  a  strong  indicatioit  of  the 
great  distress  of  the  Treasury  for  money, 
and  required  explanation.  He  trusted 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  could  satisfac- 
torily account  for  them.  But,  at  all  events, 
he  hoped  that,  before  he  called  upon  the 
House  to  vote  further  large  sums  of  mo- 
ney, the  right  hon;  gentleman  would 
break  through  the  jiilence  which  he  had 
hitherto  observed,  and  give  the  committee 
such  an  explanation  of  the  real  financial 
situation  of  the  country,  as  would  warrant 
him  and  every  other  gentleman  in  concur- 
ring in  the  voles  proposed  to  them. 

The  ChanceUar  of  Ike  Exchequer,  in  reply 
to  the-  right  hon.  gentleman's  assertion, 
that  it  was  unusual  to  call  parliament  to- 
gether at  the  close  of  a  year  during  which 
they  bad  already  been  sitting,  observed, 
that  he  was  sure  the  committee  could  not 
forget  how  frequently  that  had  occurred. 
And  with  respect  to  the  declaration  of  the 
pauses  wliich  called  for  the  meeting  of 
parliament,  in  his  opinion,  there  never  had 
been  one  more  complete  than  that  com- 
prehended in  the  Speech  with  which  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  had 
opened  the  present  session.  The  right 
^on.  gentleman,  although  he  had  acknow- 
ledged that  it  would  be  inconsistent  with 
a  doe  regard  to  the  public  service  to  de- 
cline acceding  to  the  vote  proposed  lo  the 
committee,  had  accompanied  that  acknow- 
ledgment with  a. desire  that  he  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  would  previously 
enter  into  a  general  statement  of  the 
finances  of  the  country.  If,  by  that  ex- 
pression, the  right  hon.  gentleman  meant 
that  general  wiuding  up  of  the  financial 
accounts  which  was  familiarly  termed 
the  Budget,  his  answer  was,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  comply  with  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  wish  at  the  present  period  of 
the  year;  because  those  accounts  were 
necessarily  in  such  a  situation,  that  nothing 
of  an  accurate  nature  could  be  inferred 
from  them.  But  if  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man was  only  anxious  to  know  what  were 
the  intentions  of  the  Treasury,  as  recently 
alluded  to  by  himself,  he  should  have  no 
objection  whatever,  although  he  bad  meant 
to  bring  the  subject  forwani  in  a  few  days, 
to  anticipate  thai  period,  and  lo  make  to 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  inquiry  as  sa- 
tisfactory an  anawer  aa  waa  in  bis  power. 
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In  doing  this,  he  waa  convinced  that  h^ 
should  shew  the  committee,  that  all  th« 
right  hon.  gentleman's  surmises  and  sua* 
picions  were  unfounded;  and  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  state  of  our  finances 
extraordinary  or  alarming,  or  which 
should  call  upon  them  to  ti;eat  ministers 
with  any  great  degree  of  severity  on  the 
subject. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  con* 
demned  the  communication  which  he 
(ihe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchei(uer}  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  make  of  the  mten- 
tion  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  not  to  re- 
quire another  loan.  The  fact  was.  that 
a  false  alarm,  grounded  on  vague  and  un- 
founded reports,  had  become  so  prevalent, 
that  it  became  necessary  to  contradict  it ; 
and  he  had  adopted  the  mode  which  ap- 
peared to  him  the  best  for  that  purpose. 
He  repeated,  that  although  in  a  few  days 
he  should  have  spontaneously  explained 
the  financial  measures  which  he  bad  in 
view^  yet  that  he  had  no  objection  what- 
ever to  make  the  statement  at  the  present 
moment.  In  the  first  place,  then,  it  waa 
not  his  intention  to  propose  any  loan,  any 
funding  ^f  Exchequer  bills,  or  any  mea- 
sure of  a  similar  nature.  All  that  be 
should  move  for  would  be  the  grants  ssual 
at  the  early  part  of  the  session— the  ordi- 
nary votes— the  annual  taxes— and  a  grant 
of  Exchequer  bills,  to  renew  the  Exche- 
quer bills  which  it  would  be  necessary  to 
pay  off.  He  should  also  propose,  that  of 
two  sums  of  Exchequer  bills,  amounting 
together  to  fifteen  millions  and  a  hal^ 
which  were  annually  renewed  from  year 
to  year,  twelve  millions  and  a  half  should 
be  provided  for ;  thus  considerably  dimi- 
nishing the  unfunded  debt.  Lastly,  he 
should  propose  the  renewal  of  the  vote  of 
several  years  past,  providing  for  outstand- 
ing Exchequer  bills. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  adverted 
to  another  subject,  which  he  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  was  desiroua  to 
explain  to  the  committee.  The  commit- 
tee would  well  recollect,  that  in  1813 
(after  some  temporary  regulations  with 
respect  to  the  warehousing  of  goods  im- 
ported into  this  country)  a  General  Ware- 
housing Act  was  passed,  by  which  Act 
goods  imported  into  .this  country,  and 
subject  to  a  high  duty,  were  allowed  Us 
remain  in  the  public  warehouses  for  three 
months,  if  not  previously  taken  out  by  the 
merchants,  either  for  home  conaoaiptioii 
or  for  exportation.  In  1809,  when  the 
continentel  systeni  of  hoatility  to  our  con* 
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n«rc6  wu  in  full  actifity,  and  in  conae- 

Snence  the  goods  in  our  warehouses  could 
nd  no  ready  vent,  ii  was  thought  advise- 
ablo  hy  parliament  to  invest  the  lords  of 
the  Treasury  with  a  discretionary  powet 
to  extend  the  time  to  a  twelvemonth. 
Subsequently  to  that  period,  and  up  to  the 
end  of  last  vear»  this  indulgence  was' 
freely  and  liberally  granted.    After  the 

glorious  successes  of  the  allies,  hoWeYer^ 
ad  occasioned  many  of  the  cootinental 
ports  to  he  opened,  the  lords  of  tl^e  Trea- 
aury  considered  it  advisable  to  diminish 
ihe  irregularities   which  this  indulgence 
necessarily  occasioned,  and  which  threat* 
ened  the  revenue  with  considerable  dan* 
ger.    They  felt  that  the  time  was  ap- 
proaching when  it  would  be  expedient  to 
recur  to  the  ancient  system*     Under  this 
impression,  the  lords  of  the  Treasury,  on 
the  23tb  of  November  last^  issued  an  or- 
der«  which  he   would  read.     [Here  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  read  the  order,  which 
atated   ihe   reasons  which  induced   the 
Treasury  to  fix  the  1st  of  June,  1814,  as 
the  period  beyond  which  the  special  in- 
dulgence which  they  had  been  accustom- 
ed to  grant  should  not  extend.]     In  the 
month  of  May,  however,  several  represen- 
tations were  made  by  respectable  mer- 
chants, that  notwithstanding  the  success 
of  the  allies  had  opened  many  of  the  con- 
tinental ports  to  British  commerce,  yet 
that  the  severity  of  the  winter  had  pre- 
Tented  them  firom  sending   their   goods 
out;  and  they  prayed,  therefore,  for  an 
extension  of  the  time  during  which  they 
-were  to  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
public  warehouses.    The  severity  of  the 
winter  being  notorious,  and  forming  one 
of  those  especial  circumstances  specified 
in  the  act  of  parliament,  the  lords  of  the 
Treasury  were  induced,  on  the  1 0th  of 
May,  to  issue  another  order,  extending 
the  period  of  their  former  order  from  the 
1st  of  June  to  the  30tb  of  October,  ac- 
companying this  indulgence   with  a  dis- 
tinct declaration  and  notice,  that  if  the . 
goods  were  not  cleared  out  of  the  ware- 
houses by  that  time,  the  provisions  of  the 
Warehousing  Act  would  be  strictly  en- 
forced.   Nothing  could  be  more  positive 
and  precise  than  the  terms  of  this  notice, 
which  be  would  take  the  liberty  of  read- 
ing to  the  committee*    ^  In  granting  this 
renewed  indulgence^  however,  my  lords 
desire  it  may  be  distinctly  understood  by 
the  parties  interested,  tiiat  their  opinion 
contmues  the  same  as  to  the  expediency 
and  propriaty  of  resortbg  lo  tha  period 
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originally  limited  by  the  Warehousing 
Act  for  goods  to  remain  in  bond  ;  ana 
they  direct  that  notices  be  given  to  sgch 
partiiSf  that  unless  all  goods  that  havo 
been  in  bond  the  time  thereby  limited, 
are  taken  oat  before  the  30th  of  October 
next*  they  politively  will  be  proceeded 
affainst  agreeably  to  law ;  my  lords  being 
of  opinion,  that  the  indulgence  has  been 
already  too  far  extended.''  Yet,  to  his 
great  surprise,  several  persons  not  long  ago 
represented  to  him  that  they  had  never 
heard  of  this  order!  Others,  who  aU 
lowed  that  they  had  heard  of  it,  said,  that 
they  did  not  expect  it  would  be  insisted 
upon.  The  Treasury,  however  desirous 
to  diminish  the  irregularity  of  the  revenue 
accounts,  was  as  desirous  to  do  this  with 
the  least  possible  injury  to  individuals* 
The  lords  of  the  Treasury,  therefore,  and 
the  earl  of  Liverpool  in  particular,  had 
several  interviews  with  the  persons  who 
conceived  themselves  to  be  aggrieved  by 
the  determination  to  enforce  the  order  of 
the  1 0th  of  May;  but  the  apprehended 
hardship  appeared  to  them  likely  to  affect 
only  a  particular  description  of  goods* 
Among  these,  the  principal  was  coffee ; 
owing  to  the  three  or  four  years  of  exclu- 
sion from  the  continent,  a  great  quantity 
had  been  necessarily  accumulated.  The 
Treasury  consented  to  extend  the  period 
of  indulgence  with  respect  to  coffee  to 
twelve  months.  Bark,  owing  to  the  same 
circumstance,  and  to  the  act  of  jparliament 
which  had  prohibited  its  exportation,  had 
also  considerably  accumulated,  as  had 
likewise  barilla.  An  extension  of  twelve 
months  was  therefore  granted  with  respect 
to  those  two  articles.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, taking  his  commercial  and  finan- 
cial, as  he  did  his  political  information, 
from  the  newspapers  and  magazines,  had 
talked  of  the  enforcing  of  this  order  as  a 
resource  to  which  the  Treasury  applied 
in  the  absence  of  other  means  of  raising 
money.  The  committee  would,  however, 
be  surprised  to  learn,  that  the  whole 
amount  of  the  duties  doe  on  the  goods 
at  present  warehoused  did  not  exceed 
1 ,200,000/.  To  one  half  of  these  goods  tha 
extended  indulgence  had  been  granted.  Of 
Ihe  remaining  half,  a  half  would  be  exported. 
So  that  all  that  the  revenue  would  derive 
from  this  *  harsh  and  violent  proceeding,' 
as  it  had  been  termed,  "Would  be  the  pro- 
digious sum  of  300,000(.  1  And,  be  it 
remembered,  that  even  with  respect  to  the 

Cynient  of  this  sum,  a  special  indulgence 
d  btaa  graniad.    It  waa^  to  be  paid  in 
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three  months^  by  four  ijpstalments ;  so  that 
only  73,0002.  was  to  be  paid  down.    He 
was  persuaded,  therefore,  that  the  com* 
jiiittee  would  agree  with  him,  that  if  it 
was  right  to  enforce  the  system  which 
parliament  had  sanctioned,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  adopt  more  mild  aiyl   cautious 
measures  for  the  enforcement  than  those 
which  had  been  resorted  to;   and  as  a 
further  illustration  of  this,  he  would  state 
the  proportion  which  the  principal  excise- 
able  articles  affected  by  this  order  (upon 
which,  if  upon  any,  it  must  bear  hardly, 
on  account  of  the  greater  amount  of  duty 
chargeable)  bore  to  the  total  consumption 
and  export  of  the  preceding  year.    That 
of  French  wine,  from  the  n^ost  accurate 
accounts  which  could  be   procured,  was 
l-30th,  of  other  wines  l-8tb,  of  foreign 
brandy  N60th,  genefa  l-30th,  and  rum 
2-220ib.     With  respect  to  the    general 
policy  of  the  warehousing  system,  he  was 
perfectly  ready  tp  admit  its  value  and  im- 
portance ;  but  this  he  would  say  (and  it 
was  an  opinion  which  he  was  prepared  to 
justify  by  facts),  that  unless  the  time  pre- 
acribed  by  the  Act  were  observed,  and  the 
accounts  kept  with  a  strict  regularity,  the 
revenue  would  be  very  seriously  endan- 
gered*    It  was  certainly  unfortunate,  that 
the  persons  who  had  communicated  with 
the  Treasury  on  this  subject,  were  not  those 
who   were  interested  in  the  property  in 
question  ;  the  consequence  of  which  was, 
that  they  had  not  been  able  to  point  out 
any  practical  remedy  for  the  evil  of  which 
they  complained,  by  which,  at  the  same 
time,  the  revenue  would  not  be  injured ; 
but  had  insisted  on  an  abstract  principle, 
the  justice  of  which  it  was  imppssible  to 
admit,  namely,  that  the  indulgence  should 
be   unlimited,  and    that   the    merchants 
should  be  permitted  to  leave  their  goods 
in  the  public  warehouses  for  as  long  a 
period  as  their  convenience  might  require, 
xifothtng  could  be  more  injurious  to  the 
revenue  than  the  admission  of  such  a  prin- 
ciple.  It  would  be  impossible  ever  to  wind 
up  the  public  accounts.    At  the  present 
moment,  the  Excise  accounts  exceeded  a 
thousand  folio  volumes!    Unless,  there- 
fore, a  stand  was  made,  and  a  fair  and 
regular  usage  resorted    to,  every  thing 
would  be  thrown  into  confusion.     He  re- 
peated, that  he  was  friendly  to  the  warfc- 
bousing  system  ;  he  was  even  prepared  to 
propose  a  considerable  extension  of  the 
indulgence  which  the  existing  Act  grant- 
ed ;  but  ho  considered  it  indispensable,  as 
H  prelijiimary  step.  Id  iriiMl  «p  matters  in 


conformity  to  the  law 'as  it  at  present 
stood.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  con* 
eluded  by  apologizing  to  the  committee 
for  having  trespassed  so  long  on  their 
attention. 

Mr.  Baring  declared,  that  the  subject 
which  had  just  been  treated  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  was  one  of  the  greatest 
commercial    importance,  not  to  London 
only,  but  to  the  whole  empire.     It  seemed 
the  determination  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  break  up  the  bonding  system* 
Towards  the  close  of  his  speech,  the  rieht 
hon.  gentleman  had  certainly  evinced  a 
different  disposition ;  but  the  whole  o^  his 
Argument  at  the  beginning  went  to  show, 
that  the  continuation  of  that  system  W9» 
not  consistent  with  the  security  of  the 
public  revenue.    The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  said,  that  there  were  two  distinct 
questions  to  be  solved— whether  the  in- 
tention of  government  to  break  np   the 
bonding  systeni  was  right— and,  if  right, 
whether  it  had  been  done  in  a  way  that 
was  fair  to  those  wjio  were '  interested. 
What  he  particularly  complained  of  was, 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  in  all  his 
interviews  with  the  parties  concerned,  had 
never  given  a  fair  explanation  of  his  pur- 
pose ;  and  it  would  not  be  until  to-morroir 
morning  that  the  merchanti  would  be  ren- 
dered aware  of  it,  by  being  informed  of 
the  present  debate.      From  all  the  ac- 
counts which  he  had  heard  of  those  inter- 
views, it  appeared,  that  after  the  merchants 
had  exhausted  their  eloquence   on    the 
right  hon.  gentleman  and  his  colleagues, 
they  were  dismissed  without  receiving  any- 
satisfactory  answer  from  ministers  of  their 
intention.    As  to  the  declaration  of  the 
right  hon,  gentleman,  that  the  greatest 
pains  had  been  taken  to  apprise  the  mer- 
chants of  the  determination  of  the  Trea- 
sury to  enforce  the  order  of  the  10th  of 
May,  it  should  be  remembered,  that  since 
the  existence  of  the  bonding  system,  the 
same  expressed  intention  had  been  kept 
impending  over  the  heads  of  the  merchants 
in  every  successive  order.    Was  it  strange, 
therefore,  that  the  merchants  should  still 
conceive  that  the  intention  would  not  be 
carried  into  effect }     Indeed,  it  was  only 
within  two  months  of  the  period  prescribed 
by  the  order  of  the  10th  of  May,  that  any 
serious  apprehensions  were  entertained  by 
the  commercial  world,  of  the  determina^ 
tion  of  the  Treasury.    The  consequence 
was,  that  goods  were  forced  out  of  the 
country,  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  it 
was  difficnlt  to  obtain  a  narkft,  aad  yrbm 
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^he  rales  of  freight  and  insorance  were 
necessarily  increased.  The  committee 
would,  perhaps,  allow  him  to  explain  the 
bonding  system*  What  the  merchants 
understood  by  it  was  this  :*«In  old  times, 
certain  goods  paid  a  duty  on  importation, 
and  receired  a  drawback  on  subseqaeni 
exportation.  By  the  bonding  system, 
goods  on  importation  were  lodged  in  public 
.warehouses,  for  the  purpose  of  being  either 
exported,  or  absorbed  into  home  consump- 
tion ;  and  it  was  only  in  this  latter  cue 
that  the  duty  was  paid  on  them.  It  was 
.essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  mercantile 
interest  that  this  system  should  be.  con- 
tinued. All  the  principal  ports  of  France 
enjoyed  a  similar  indulgence.  To  the 
merchants  of  this  country  it  was  indis- 
pensable that  they  should  be' permitted  to 
import  and  warehouse  goods,  and  lea?e 
them  thus  warehoused  for  any  number  of 
years,  and  export  them  at  pleasure,  and, 
in  fact,  be  entirely  unnoticed,  unless  they 
drew  them  into  home  consumption.  This 
prifilege  the  merchants  desired,  and  this 
they  enjoyed,  until  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man thought  proper  to  break  in  upon  it. 
If  he  understood  the  merchants  rightly, 
they  had  distinctly  expressed  their  readi- 
ness, if  any  abuse  existed,  to  endeavour  to 
rectify  it  in  any  way  that  the  Treasury 
might  point  out.  But  no^nothing  less 
than  the  destruction  of  the  bonding  system 
would  satisfy  them.  The  consequence 
was,  that  all  the  goods  warehoused  must 
either  be  drawn  into  home  consumption, 
.or  be  sent  abroad.  Now,  of  some  of  these 
goods  there  was  an  accumulation  of  ten 
years  consumption;  and  what  possible 
good  could  be  deriyed  from  forcing  people 
to  carry  them  away  under  circumstances 
of  such  disadyantage  ?  At  some  future 
day  he  would  move  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee,  to  inquire  into  the  benefits 
which  would  result  from  the  establish- 
ment of  a  complete  bonding  system ;  and 
he  would  venture  to  predict,  that  if  such 
a  committee  were  appointed,  the  commer- 
cial interest  would  conytnce  it  of  the  ad- 
yantage  of  such  a  system.  As  to  the 
-number  of  books  at  the  Excise-office,  if 
the  Customs  and  Excise-offices  did  not 
know  how  to  manage  their  accounts,  if 
they  bad  1,000  ledgers,  and  had  got  those 
books  into  confusion,  it  by  no  means  fol* 
lowed  that  the  benefits  which  would  ac- 
•crue  to  the  country  from  the  continuance 
of  the  bonding  system  should  therefore 
be  withheld.  If  government  had  puzzled 
^btmidiyo  with  the  foiw  of  office^  it  by 


no  means  followed,  that  the  merchant 
should  not  have  the  benefit  of  placing 
those  immense  quantities  of  goods,  for 
which  there  was  no  consumption  in  this 
country,  in  a  state  of  security  greater 
than  he  could  hope  to  obtain  for  them  in 
any  other  place.  The  confidence  of  for 
reigners  in  the  stability  of  this  country 
was  very  much  shaken,  by  seeing  mea- 
sures enforced,  which  it  was  never  sup- 
posed would  be  carried  into  execution, 
just  as  any  whim  happened  to  come  across 
his  Majesty's  ministers.  On  the  whole, 
he  most  heartily  condemned  the  step  taken 
by  government,  the  produce  of  which,  in 
a  financial  view,  was  so  insignificant,  and 
the  real  operation  of  which  was  only  to 
compel  our  merchants  to  export  their 
goods  against  their  interest.  " 

Mr.  I*raiheroe  thought  that  the  right  Hon. 
gentleman  had  reasons  to  complain  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  last  speaker  had  al- 
luded to  what  fell  fi*om  him.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  not  said  any  thing  of 
breakmg  up  the  system,  but  of  substi- 
tuting for  that  which  was  now  loose, 
vague,  and  undefined,  a  fixed  and  settled 
rule.  From  observing  the  importance 
attached  to  the  qoestiod  in  the  city  of 
London  and  elsewhere,  he  had  expected 
to  receive  instructions  from  his  consti- 
tuents at  Bristol  on  the  subject ;  and  it 
was  due  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to 
declare,  that  he  had  not  even  had  an  indi- 
vidual complaint  from  any  one  of  them. 
He  concluded  from  this,  either  that  they 
had  not  felt  any  inconvenience  from  the 
measure,  or  approved  of  it. 

The  dumetlior  qfihe  Exchequer,  after  the 
candid  observation  of  the  hon.  member 
who  preceded  him,  begged  leave  to  make 
a  remark  or  two  to  the  committee.  What 
had  been  called  a  breaking  up  of  the 
system,  was  an  extension  of  indulgence  of 
twelve  months,  to  many  of  the  articles, 
beyond  the  time  allowed  by  law.  There 
was  no  case  in  which  inconvenience  had 
been  proved,  that  redreM  had  not  been 
granted.  The  rivalship  of  foreign  nations 
was  to  be  expected,  but  the  advantages  of 
trade  here  would  enable  us  to  meet  it. 
The  restrictions  on  the  bonding  system  at 
Marseilles  were  more  severe  than  any 
enforced  in  this  country.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  then,  in  answer  to  the  observa- 
tion, stating,  that  there  were  ten  years 
consumption  of  articles  to  be  afiected  by 
the  present  measure,  assured  the  commit* 
tee,  that  in  looking  over  the  joint  returns 
of  the  Oustomi  and  Excise  (excepting 
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tobacco),  it  woold  appear  that  io  wine 
and  spirits,  the  quantity  on  hand  was  not 
go  yery  considerable;  for  instance,  the 
stock  of  French  wine  did  not  exceed  three 
weeks  consumption ;  wine,  not  French,  six 
weeks;  of  brandy,  not  the  sixth  of  a 
year's  consumption;  of  genera,  not  a 
50th  ;  of  runi,  not  a  220th.  Such  was  the 
amount  to  be  affected  by  whate?er  regu- 
lation was  adopted  by  the  Treasury,  and 
of  this  was  composed  the  aggregate  body 
of  mercantile  complaint, 

Mr.  Skaw  alluded  to  the  communica* 
tioB  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, in  contradiction  to  the  rumour 
of  an  intended  loan,  the  mode  of  which  he 
censored  in  strong  terms.  He  had  reason 
to  6nd  fault  with  any  communication,  the 
effect  of  which  operated  to  alter  the  price 
of  the  funds  four  or  five  per  cent,  in  the 
course  of  half  an  hour.  When  such  com- 
munications became  necessary,  some  other 
node  ought  to  be  resorted  to  for  their 
promulgation.  The  motive  for  contra- 
dicting the  rumour  alluded  to,  was  doubt- 
less a  good  one:  and  he  begged  to  be 
understood  as  not  casting  a  reflection  upon 
any  of  the  parties,  when  he  stated,  that 
the  infojrmation,  some  how  or  other,  got 
afloat,  perhaps  from  the  unintentional  con- 
versation of  one  friend  with  another :  and 
it  was  certain,  that  large  funded  purchases 
were  in  consequence  made.  A  half  offi- 
cial paragraph  appeared  through  the 
▼ague  medium  of  the  newspapers,  an- 
nouncing, that  it  was  not  intended  to  enter 
into  a  new  loan ;  bat  the  information,  in 
part,  had  transpired  on  the  day  preceding, 
and  funded  speculations  were  accordingly 
matured. 

Mr.  Tiemcjf  said,  he  would  not  enter 
deeply  into  the  merits  of  the  bonding 
qnestion.  The  probable  result  of  the 
proceedings  that  had  taken  place  would 
be,  that  either  by  petition  or  in  some  other 
mode,  the  subject  woold  be  brought  before 
the  eyes  of  parliament  again.  He  would 
only  remark,  that  the  bonding  system 
leemed  to  have  been  generally  adopted 
olsewhere,  without  being  attended  with 
any  inconvenience,  or  danger  to  the  reve- 
nue. As  to  a  still  more  important  matter, 
the  financial  dispositions  for  the  year,  and 
the  manner  in  which  the  right  bon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  inti- 
mated his  intention  not  to  demand  a  loan, 
or  the  funding  of  any  Excheoaer  bills,  he 
thought  it  would  have  been  better  if  he 
had  made  no  commanication  whatever  on 
the  aabgect.    Ho  had  m  dooht  of  bia 


having  acted  with  the  best  rootiTes,  and 
believed  that  his  views  were  perfectly 
honourable;  but  the  public  had  not  had 
the  full  benefit  of  the  communication.  The 
governor  of  the  bank,  and  the  deputy,  had 
had  not  made  known  in  the  city  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  intentions  on  that  point. 
He  did  not  mean  to  cast  the  least  imputation 
upon  them  ;  but,  as  it  had  been  observa^, 
the  information  might  easily  transpire  fmn 
friend  to  friend.  It  was  a  fact,  that  pre- 
Tious  to  its  publication  a  considerable  de- 
pression in  the  funds  existed,  and  that 
undoubtedly  those  who  were  in  possession 
of  the  minister's  views,  had  it  in  their  power 
to  make  money  by  it.  The  public  itself 
had  not  become  acquainted  with  the  fact 
until  two  days  after  the  communication 
had  been  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchieqoer,  and  great  fluctuations  had  been 
experienced  in  the  funds.  He  knew  that 
paragraphs  had  appeared  in  the  paper** 
but  such  might  have  been  inserted  for  the 
very  purpose  of  raising  the  funds,  and 
therefore  would  not  obtain  general  credit. 
He  completely  acquitted  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  of  all  intentional  fault  in 
this  business ;  but  through  something  or 
other  the  effect  produced  had  not  been 
such  as  might  have  been  desired.  The 
depression  in  the  funds,  to  which  he  had 
already  alluded,  had,  however,  been  occ»* 
sioned  by  a  prevalent  opinion  amongst 
commercial  men  that  government  wanted 
money.  But  how,  after  the  enormous 
grants  made  during  the  last  session,  could 
reports  that  a  large  loan  wonki  be  wanted 
originate  ?  This  shewed  no  great  confi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  city  in  the  wis* 
domor  skill  of  bis  Majesty's  ministers.  It 
was,  in  fact,  saying,  that  after  they  had 
possessed  e^ery  means  and  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  what  supplies  would  be  neces* 
sary,  they  had  made  erroneous  calcula^ 
tions.  The  right  bon.  gentleman,  bow* 
ever,  repelled  the  supposition  that  he 
stood  in  need  of  money :  but  the  fact  was, 
that  he  wanted  it.  The  manner  in  which 
be  proposed  to  have  it,  bad  been  wrongly 
stated,  but  not  his  object;  and  when  be 
pretended  that  nine  millions  woold  be  sui^ 
ficient,  it  turned  out  that  he  wanted  nine- 
teen. If  it  was  asked,  why  parliament 
had  been  called  thus  early  together,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  mute ;  be  would 
maintain  that  it  was  not  for  money,  but 
he  made  the  House  feel  it  by  asking  for  it* 
Should  he  object  lo  the  present  vote,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  woold  aay  that  he 
stopfied  the  aupplies  of  the  year,  and 
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wished  to  embtrran  the  operationf  of 

Soyerninent*  Sach  was  not  his  inteDtion* 
ot  he  thooght  that  without  interferiog 
with  the'machittery  of  public  afikirs,  he 
was  entitled,  as  a  member  of  parliament, 
to  ask  the  reason  why  the  large  soma 
granted  last  session  had  proved  insafficient, 
and  additional  sopplies  were  wanted  ?  He 
did  not  think  that  proper  respect  was  paid 
to  the  House,  in  merely  stating  the  want  of 
money,  wttboot  adducing  any  grounds  on 
which  to  justify  it ;  and  yet  that  was  the 
course  which  the  right  bon.  gentleman  had 
adopted.  He  had  not  shown  what  addi* 
tional  services  had  been  performed  to 
render  these  additional  sopplies  necessary ; 
he  seemed  to  have  thought  it  sufficient  to 
state,  that  a  certain  sum  was  to  be  voted, 
without  any  further  explanation  in  order 
to  obtain  it.  Was  this  the  result  of  the 
liberality  displayed  for  two  sessions  of 
parliament  towards  ministers?  Every 
thing  which  they  had  required  during 
that  period  had  been  granted  them ;  all 
had  been  done  for  them,  in  order  to  bring 
no  check  to  the  exertions  of  the  coontry 
in  the  decisive  struggle  in  which  it  was 
engaged.  But  now  affairs  stood  on  a  dif- 
ferent footing.  Now,  it  appeared,  that 
when  they  might  have  obtained  large 
sums,  on  proving  their  necessity,  they  had 
preferred  taking  less  than  was  sufficient 
for  their  expenditure,  and  concealing  the 
actual  wants  of  the  country  from  the 
country  iuelf !  At  present,  be  wished  to 
know  exactly  how  much  money  was 
wanted  to  carry  on  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  the  country  until  the  1st  of 
January  next.  For  thb  he  shookl  vote, 
but  fur  nothing  more.  The  object  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  seemed  to  be 
more  extensive  :  he  appeared  to  wish  to 
get  together  as  much  money  as  he  could, 
in  order  to  put  off  as  long  as  possible  the 
next  meeting  of  parliament.  At  what 
time,  and  to  what  period,  he  intended  to 
propose  an  adjournment,  the  right  hon.- 
gentleman  had  not  said  ;  neither  would  he 
state,  it  until  he  should  have  obtained  bis 
money.  He  had  heard  the  end  of  February 
next  mentioned ;  but  unless  the  members 
wished  to  be  reproached  by  their  consti* 
tuents  with  having  neglected  their  interests 
and  betrayed  their  duty,  they  would  bind 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  something 
which  would  compel  him  to  meet  parlia* 
raent  at  the  beginning  of  January.  The 
most  important  considerations  were  depend- 
ing on  the  present  period.  It  w^s  said, 
tbat  after  having  completed  all  the  arrange* 
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menti  on  the  continent,  we  had  time  to 
tarn  to  our  own  affairs ;  bot  never  had  the. 
afiaira  of  this  country  been  in  a  mtnaiioa 
which  required  more  deep  probing  than 
the  present.  To  effect  this  salotary^teid 
necessary  purpose,  it  would  be  proper  to 
appoint  a  committee,  not  to  make  a  par- 
tial,  bot  a  full  report  on  the  expend!* 
tore  of  the  country.  The  resolt  of  such  an 
inquiry  would  prove,  not'  that  mere  eco« 
nomy  was  wanted,  bot  that  extraordinary 
measures  should  be  adopted,  to  be  able 
even  to  form  a  proper  peace  establishment. 
He  apologised  for  the  iotrodnction  of  these 
topics  at  this  period ;  it  was  not  his  fault 
if  they  had  not  been  taken  into  earlier 
consideration.  A  committee,  he  repeated, 
should  be  immediately  appointed,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  real  situation  of  tho 
country,  and  to  look  its  difficulties  in  the 
face.  All  those  alarms  of  invasion  were 
now  done  away— ^11  those  unjust  asper- 
sions, which  attached  to  men  who  difiered 
with  the  existing  government,  were  at  an 
end ;  and  it  became  the  House  of  Com« 
mons  to  exprett  its  sentiments,  as  the  legi- 
timate guardian  of  the  public  pnrse.  He 
felt  it  his  duty  to  impress  upon  them  the 
declining  state  of  the  finances  of  the  coun« 
try.  He  affirmed,  without  fear  of  contra* 
diction,  that  not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost 
in  probing  the  state  of  the  resources  of  the 
nation,  and  of  applying  an  immediate 
remedy  to  the  perils  which  encompassed 
them.  Not  a  moment  was  to  be  lost.  A 
committee  ought  to  be  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate, not  partially  but  fully,  the  state  of 
our  income  and  of  our  expenditure.  '  The 
result  of  their  inquiries  would  be,  not 
merely  that  economy  was  necessary,  for 
economy  was  not  a  word  sufficiently  large 
for  the  occasion,  but  that  some  new  and 
extraordinary  measure  must  be  adopted  to 
enable  the  country,  even  with  a  peace 
establishment,  to  .bear  the  burthens  with 
which  it  was  oppressed. 

With  respect  to  the  Army  Extraordi- 
naries,  it  would  not  be  amiss  now  to  sub- 
mit one  or  two  observations  to  the  House. 
Every  year  during  the  last  five  years,  they 
seemed  to  exce^  in  a  most  surprising 
degree  the  icstimates  laid  before  the  Houae. 
In  the  year  1810  they  were  stated  at 
2,750,000/.;  the  next  year  a  sum  of 
627,000l.  was  called  for  to  make  up  a 
deficit;  in  1811,  5,200,000/.  was  their 
stated  amount;  the  year  after  a  deficit 
of  2,300,000/.  was  called  for.  The  fol- 
lowing years  five  millions  was  the  calca- 
lation,  and  four  millions  in  addition  wer« 
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subsequently  necessary*  to  meet  the  claims. 
In  the  last  year  nine  millions  bad  been 
voted,  and  now  ten  millions   additional 
were  required.    Could  such  a  system  last  ? 
An2N  yet  in  the  Prince  Regent's  Speech 
the   reyenues  were  represented  as  in '  a 
floarishing  state  !  The  ministers  had  taken 
the    responsibility  of   putting    into    the 
Bouth  of  the  sovereign  an  assertion  quite 
at  variance  with  the  fact.      He,  on  the 
contrary,  would   assert,  that  it  was  in  a 
most  miserable  state.     A  more  deliberate 
falsehood  was  never  put  into  the  royal 
JDouth,  than  to  say,  that  the  revenue  was 
in  a  flourishing  condition.    For  what  was 
meant  by  a  floorishiog  condition  ?    It  was 
not  that  they  amounted  to  this  or  that 
sum,  however  high,  but  that  they  were 
adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  state. 
The  time  w^  not  far  distant  when  twenty 
millions,  nay  even  ten  millions  a  year, 
would  have  been  considered  a  flourishing 
revenue  ;    but  the  case  was  very  different 
BOW.    It  was  true  enough  the  revenues 
were  great ;    but  such  at  the  same  time 
were   the  burthens  to  which  they  were 
aubject,  that  they  were  not  equal  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  country.    He  had 
drawn  out  a  statement  on  this  subject,  in 
a  paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  the 
substance  of  which  he  wpuld  now  state  to 
the  House.      In  this  statement  be  had 
assumed  that  peace  would  be  completely 
established  by  the  Ist  of  January  next, 
and  that  all  the  expenses  of  the  war  might 
be  wound  up  for  twenty  millions.    If,  on 
the  Ist  of  January  next,  they  could  con* 
aider  peace  as  permanently  established, 
this    was    the  way  aflairs   would  stand. 
Taking  the  accounts  of  the  revenue  as  the 
same  with  those  of  the  1st  January  last 
year,  which  he    had   reason  to  believe 
would  not  be  far  from  the  truth  ;  for  not- 
withstanding what  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  been  pleased  to  say  of  the  flou- 
rishing state  of  the  finances,  and  of  the 
great  expected  increase,  when  the  accounts 
were  made  up  to  the  1st  of  January  next, 
the  excess    above    the  preceding    year 
would  not  probably  be  more  than  3  or 
400,000/.;    taking,  then,  the  amount  to 
be  the  same  as  at  the  1st  of  January  last, 
the  produce    of    the  consolidated    fund 
would  be  38  millions,  after  making  the 
necessary  deductions.     To  that,  add  the 
amount  of  the  share   of  the  lottery,  the 
revenue  of  the  Post-office,   &c.  and  the 
whole  of  the  income  of  the  permanent  and 
annual  taxes  would  be  found  4'1,59I,000(. 
and  not  one  farthing  more.    That  was  all 


Ifaey  KoimAia^BiXU  af  CreJii^  [160 


the  income  of  the  country.  Now,  the 
charges  against  this  income  were,  Ist,  the 
interest  of  the  national  debt»  amounting 
to  35;630,000/. ;  and  495,000/.  the  inte^ 
rest  of  the  debt  of  the  emperor  of  Austria  y 
making  in  all  36  millions  odds«  Then 
there  was  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  on 
30  millions  of  outstanding  Extrhequer- bills, 
which  he  would  suppose  to  be  funded  at 
75,  a  much  more  favoiKable  supposition, 
he  had  no  doubt,  than  the  result  would 
justify.  This  sum  funded  in  the  3  per 
cents,  with  the  corresponding  sinking  fund^ 
would  give  1,600,000/.  There  were  also 
the  extraordinary  expenses  up  to  the  1st 
of  January,  taken  at  twenty  millionsy 
which  he  also  supposed  to  be  funded  afe 
75,  making  an  additional  interest  of  a 
million.  A  considerable  addition  to  the 
pension  list  would  also  take  place  in  con- 
sequence of  the  peace.  Taking  it  at 
1,745,000/.  this  made  the  whole  of  the 
charges  40,334,000/.  But  then,  in  addi- 
tion to  this,  there  was  600,000/.  for  Ire « 
land,  and  when  this  was  taken  into  accountj* 
it  would  leave  a  surplus  ttf  revenue  to- 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  country,  of  only 
568,000/.  for  Great  Britain.  No  man  in 
the  House  could  shew  him  that  one  farthing 
more  waa  derivable  from  the  permanent 
revenue  of  the  country  $  but  it  would  be 
necessary  to  take  Ireland  also  into  account 
in  a  view  of  our  situation.  It  was  neces- 
sarv  to  look  all  our  difficulties  in  the  fape, 
and  here  the  prospect  was  most  lament- 
able indeed.  The  revenue  of  that  coun- 
try amounted  to  5,056/)OO/.  or  in  English 
money  4,607,000/.  Add  to  this  the  lot- 
tery, and  the  whole  was  in  English 
4,787,000/.  Against  this  there  was  a 
charge  of  5,28^,000/1  There  was,  there* 
fore,  a  deficiency  here  of  502,000/.  On 
the  whole,  then,  the  affairs  of  the  United 
Kingdom  would  stand  in  this  way.  The 
income  of  the  whole  of  the  empire  amount- 
ed to  46,377,000/.  and  not  one  farthing 
more.  The  amount  of  the  charges  against 
this  sum  was  46,312,000/.  leaving  a  ba- 
lance of  only  65,000/.  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  country,  and  not  one  farthing 
more. 

If  peace  could  be  established  by  the  1st 
of  January  next,  not  one  moment  ought 
to  be  lost  before  the  House  considered 
how  they  were  to  meet  the  expenses  of  a 
peace  establishment.  As  there  was  only 
65,000/.  of  clear  revenue,  where  was  the 
rest  to  come  from  ?  He  was  sure  he  had 
laid  sufficient  grounds  before  the  House 
to  induce  them  to  go  into  this  inquiry* 


161] 


Exchtquet  Bitb. 


Not.  I4«  1814. 


riQi 


•scepftthey  meant  toproye  to  the  coantry  | 
that  it  was  their  intention  to  go  on  from 
day  to  day  without  meeting  the  difficoities 
of  the  nation  in  the  way  which  they 
ought  to  do.  He  had  been  casting  about 
in  his  mind  where  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  was  to  find  resources.  He  had  last 
year  laid  his  hand  on  the  sinking  fund« 
and  by  that  means  sa?ed  taxes  to  a  consi- 
derable extent,  and  as  he  thought,  had 
done  much  mischief.  That  right  hon. 
gendeman  had  Taotiiingly  said,  last  year, 
that  the  country  was  possessed  of  a  bank 
of  one  hundred  millions  of  disposable 
atock,  and  he  had  asked  if  there  ever  was 
any  other  nation  of  which  the  government 
at  the  end  of  an  expensive  war  could  put  its 
hand  into  a  fund  or  similar  amount  ?  Now, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  put  his  hand 
into  Uiis  Imnk,  and  he  wished  to  learn 
from. him  what  would  be  in  it  now,  if 
peace  were  established  to*morrow  morn- 
ing? Why,  not  much  more  than  30  mil- 
lions. We  had,  therefore,  before  finishing 
the.  war,  got  rid  of  all  this  sum  but  30 
millions.  If  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
took  this  sum,  ihen  to  the  65,000/.  he 
would  have  an  additional  million  yearly ; 
mnd  if  to  this  he  added  300,000/.  for  the 
•xcess  of  this  year's  revenue  above  that 
of  the  preceding,  all  that  he  could  have 
in  this  way  was  merely  a  million  and  a 
balf.     He  wondered  that  the  right  hon. 

Eeutleman,  when  casting  up  in  his  mind 
ow  stocks  happened  to  be  so  low,  never 
came  to  think  of  the  sinking  fund.  At 
this  -moment  the  sinking  fund  was  worse 
by  4,400,000/.  than  if  the  riaht  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  never  been  heard  of ;  for  what 
with  the  sums  he  had  taken  from,  and 
those  he  had  turned  from  it,  instead  of 
15  millions,  there  was  now  only  a  sinking 
fund  of  somewhat  above  eleven  millions. 
What  was  the  proportion  between  the 
finking  fund  and  the  unredeemed  debt  of 
the  country  ?  If  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
bad  let  it  alone,  the  proportion  would  have 
been  as  40  to  100.  The  proportion  was- 
now  very  difierenL  .  What  were,  then,  the 
resources  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ? 
He  might  say  he  looked  to  contemporary 
different  war  tax^.  But  of  the  war  taxes, 
besides  the  property  tax,  which  were  not 
permaneni,  there  was  only  about  six 
millions  and  a  half;  and  this  wu  all  which 
ibe  right  hon.  gentleman  could  derive 
Irom  this  source,  even  supposing  all  the 
war  taxes  to  be  retained.  But  the  right 
boo.  gentleman  well  knew  that  many  of 
1^  war  taxes  could  not  be  counted  on  in 
(VOL.  XXIX.) 


a  time  of  peace ;  and  if  be  could  find  four 
millions  available  in  such  a  period,  it 
would  bo  the  very  utmoat.  There  would 
thus  remain. to  the  right  hon.  gentlemaa 
five  millions  and  a  half.  Did  he  think 
this  sum  fully  equal  to  all  the  wants  of  a 
|)eace  establishment } 

Now  this  was  the  state  of  thinn,  if  tha 
country  left  ofi'war  by  the  period  be  had 
fixed  on.  If  the  war  went  on  then,  things 
would  be  much  worse,  and  considerable 
additions  must  be  made  to  the  black  aida 
of  the  account.  Where  was  the  rest,  then, 
to  come  from  ?  Would  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman  have  it  by  loans  ?  That  would  not 
do,  however.  Perhaps  what  was  lurking 
in  his  mind  as  an  available  resource,  was 
the  property  tax*  He  had  asked  him;  on 
the  first  or  second  day  of  the  session, 
what  he  meant  lo  do  with  the  property 
tax,  as  he  himself  considered  that  it  ex« 
pired  on  the  5th  of  April  next.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  in  answer  said,  that  ha 
(Mr.  Tierney)  did  vtty  wrong  to  consider 
any  such  thing,  and  that  he  was  not  clear 
that  it  expired  then;  but,  at  all  events, 
nothing  would  be  brought  forward  on  that 
subject  till  after  the  recess.  Now,  it  was 
well  known,  that  the  Bank  restriction  and 
war  taxes  were  continued  till  six  months 
after  the  signing  a  definitive  treaty  of 
peace.  With  respect  therefore  to  tha 
property  tax,  it  was  continued  during  tha 
war,  until  six  months  after  the  signatura 
of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace.  The  defi« 
nitive  treaty  of  peace  could  only  relate  to 
the  war  then  existing.  The  House  had 
twice  pronounced  this  to  be  their  judg- 
ment on  this  subject,  in  two  distinct  acts 
of  parliament.  The  properly  tax,  there- 
fore, expired  six  months  after  last  May  ; 
for  the  words  were  expressly  during  tha 
war«  until  six  months  after  the  ratification 
of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  and  no 
longer.  Whenever  the  treaty  was  signed, 
that  tax  was  necessarily  taken  oft'  tha 
shoulders  of  the  people.  But,  it  would  ba 
answered  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
that  this  was  not  the  proper  time  to  Uka 
this  subject  into  consideration*  Now, 
hare  he  would  ask,  if  they  allowed  this 
opportunity  to  slip,  what  time  would  the/ 
have  for  the  (fonsideration  of  this  question^ 
He  had  no  difficulty  in  saying,  if  an  inten<« 
tion  was  announced  of  continuing  the  pro- 
perty tax,  that  petitions  would  pour  in 
from  all  parts  of  the  country  against  iu 
He  had  always  thought  this  a  most  unjust 
tax.  He  was  aware  that  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  bad  been  pressing,  bul 
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and  the  necessity  of  the  doty  which 
ai^aited  them,  he  should  consider  himself 
as  having  done  something. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exehe^er  said; 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had»  on  &(• 
most  *  every  occasion,  during  the  last 
twenty  years,  been  uttering  predtcliona 
respecting  the  finances  of  the  country, 
similar  to  those  they  had  heard  that  night; 
How  for  these  predictions  had  been  veri'- 
fied  the  House  would  judge.  He  agreed 
in  thinking  that,  whenever  apeace  arrived* 
a  view  must  be  taken  of  the  finances  of 
the  country ;  and  he  certainly  hoped  that 
the  House  would  meet  the  difficulty  in 
the  manly  manner  which  had  been  done 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  Nothing 
was  more  true  than  that  the  difiicult^ 
must  be  met  by  retrenchments  and  addi<* 
tional  taxes.  Bat  he  rose  principally  to 
exculpate  himielf  frbm  two  accusations 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
brought  forward  against  him^  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  chosen  to  suppose 
that  he,  in  proposing  the  supplies  last  ses-^^ 
sion,  had  wilfelly  kept  back  a  consider* 
able  expense,  which  he  at  the  time  knew 
would  certainly  fall  on  the  country.  Novt 
to  this  he  would  oppose  a  direct  negative. 
He  had  stated  to  the  House,  on  the  first 
night  of  their  meeting,  that  he  had  been 
considerably  disappointed  in  twobranchea 
of  the  expenditure.  The  Navy  Estimates 
had  fallen  short,  as  he  had  already  said« 
from  various  causes  not  anticipated  ;  such 
as  th«  return  of  a  number  of  prisoner^ 
with'  great  claims  for  money,  and  the 
American  war  having  forced  us  to  keep 
op  a  larger  navy  than  was  calculated  on. 
He  had  likewise  stated,  that  in  our  ttmy 
establishment  certain  expenses  had  come 
more  suddenly  on  than  was  expected.  He 
had  also  admitted,  that  the  expenses  of 
the  war  had  been  beyond  all  former  pre- 
cedent; but  he  must  beg  to  remind  the 
Hoos^,  that  the  result  of  the  war  had  ex- 
ceeded the  most  sanguine  expectations  ; 
and  he  desired  them  to  judge  whether  the 
expense,  whatever  it  might  have  been« 
was  not,  if  necessary  to  that  result,  most 
amply  justified. 

The  other  charge  of  the  right  hon.  gen«> 
tleman.was  still  more  severe,  and  he  was 
anxious  to  exculpate  himvelf  from  it.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that  he 
had  put  a  falsehood  into  the  mouth  of  ibe 
sovereign.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
chosen  to  understand  in  the  Speech  what 
iv  was  impossible  the  Prince  Regent  could 
ever  have  meant.  Ail  tbat  miiusters  coold 


however  willing  he  might  be  to  assist  the 
pressure,  he  considered  himself  bound  to 
keep  faith  with  the  country,  and  he  was  of 
opinion,  therefore,  that  this  tax  ought  on 
no  account  to  be  continued.  He  had  cer- 
tainly consented  and  assisted  in  increasing 
it,  and  he  prayed  to  God  to  forgive  him 
for  it  I  It  was  a  tax  of  so  unequal  a  nature 
in  its  operation,  that  nothing  but  the  ut- 
most necessity  could  justify  it.  Did  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  not  believe  that  the 
continuation  of  the  property  tax  would 
promote  emigration  of  persons  of  property 
from  this  country  ?  Not  only  persons  of 
limited  incomes' would  be  obliged  to  emi- 
grate, but  much  of  the  capital  of  the 
country  would  necessarily  be  driven  from 
it.  Thank  God,  the  heart  of  the  country 
was  yet  sound,  and  its  energies  were  such 
that  it  was  stilt  capable  of  very  great  ex- 
erttons !  But  then,  every  thing  depended 
on  the  country  having  a  reliance  on  the 
wisdom  and  good  faith  of  parliament. 
Parliament  could  not  express  their  deter- 
mination in  stronger  language  than  they 
bad  made  use  of.  The  mass  of  the  people 
of  this  country  looked  to  the  hour  of  peace 
aa  a  relief  from  their  difficulties,  and  as 
ptitting  en  end  to  all  taxes  whatever.  The 
property  tax  could  not,  indeed,  he  con- 
tintied ;  but  other  taxes,  and  very  heavy 
taxes  indeed|  must  be  laid  on,  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  country.  He  believed 
that  in  times  of  peace  we  must  look  for  a 
diminution  instead  of  an  extension  of  the 
amount  of  our  taxation;  for  he  believed 
that  the  enormous  amount  of  our  war  ex- 
penditure was  a  great  means  of  extending 
our  taxation.  In  this,  however,  he  might 
be  wrong ;  experience  would  determine. 
Again  he  implored  gentlemen  to  look  the 
difficulties  of  the  country  in  the  face. 
These  difficulties  were  pressing,  and  they 
bad  pot  an  hour  to  spare.  They  had  'to 
consider  the  state  of  our  taxation-*>what 
taxes  were  necessary  to  meet  the  expen- 
df  lure— what  retrenchments  could  be  effec- 
tual in  that  expenditure.  If  the  House 
did  not  do  this,  they  would  not  be  doing 
their  duty  to  their  country.  There  was 
now  an  end  of  Buonaparte,  and  an  end  of 
the  preponderance  of  France.      Unless 

Erliament  probed  these  matters  to  the 
ttom,  not  many  years  would  elapse  be- 
'  fore  the  country  would  curse  them  for  not 
discharging  their  duty.  Feeling  that  every 
bour  pressed,  he  had  thought  it  his  duty 
|e  deliver  his  sentiments  on  the  present 
occasion ;  and  if  he  had  succeeded  in  im- 
prtssiag  t|ie  House  with  the  importance 
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ipeaa  by  sayiog  th»t  the  fioance«  of  the 
cooauy  were  in  a  good  siiaation,  was« 
thai  the  reveoae  was  increasing,  which 
be  had  proved  to  the  House  beyond  all 
means  of  contradiction.  The  House  would 
find  that  the  revenue  had  been  increasing 
from  year  to  yeao  and  from  quarter  to 
quarter.  On  the  lOih  October  J813,  it 
was  60«786»d52/.,  and  on  the  lOih  October 
last  past  it  was  upwards  of  63,401*8^4/. 
As  far  u  the  accounts  were  before  the 
House,  this  was  indisputable ;  and  it  was 
in  the  power  of  gentlemen  at  once  to 
satisfy  themselves.  The  right  hoo.  gen* 
lleman  had  entered  into  a  long  detail  of 
accounts,  in  order  to  show  that  the  con- 
solidated fond  and  annual  taxes  would  not 
much  exceed  the  permanent  charges  of 
the  country.  Undoubtedly  that  fact  was 
true.  He  expected  the  permanent  re* 
venue  to  increase ;  but  the  fact  was,  that 
it  could  not  much  exceed  the  charges. 
But,  let  the  House  consider  the  present 
aitoation  of  the  country,  with  reference 
Co  its  situation  on  any  former  occasion  of 
m  similar  nature.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  American  war,  the  consolidated  fond 
■carcely  extended  to  the  interest  of  the 
national  debt.*  What  gloomy  predictions 
bad  on  that  occuion  been  made  !  And  in 
Imw  few  years,  under  Mr.  Pitt's  adminis- 
Iration,  did  the  country  regain  a  flourish* 
ing  siiuation !  This  afforded  a  hope,  that 
the  finances  of  the  country  would  now 
also  soon  be  relieved  from  difficulties. 
With  respect  to  the  period  referred  to, 
the  taxes  corresponding  with  the  conso- 
lidated fund  were  then  the  sole  resources 
of  the  nation.  But  at  present  we  had 
BMire  than  twenty  •four  millions  of  war 
laxes.  Supposing,  therefore,  we  added 
aooething  to  our  burthens,  we  had  this 
.twenty* four  millions,  from  which  a  dimi- 
nution would  still  be  eff*ected. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  stated, 
that  but  for  him  the  sinking  fund  would 
liave  been  between  1^  and  10  millions. 
But,  would  the  right  hon.  gentleman  lay 
bis  hand  to  his  heart,  and  say,  if  he  thought 
that  thp  country  would  hate  been  more 
flourishing  than  it  was  at  present,  if  the 
•inking  fund  had  been  untouched,  and 
firom  six  to  seven  millions  of  new  taxes 
imposed  on  the  country?  If  they  should 
bave  occasion  lo  call  for  new  taxes,  the 
best  preparation  for  them,  was  the  having 
forborne  to  impose  any  new  ones  so  long. 
By  merely  imposing  at  the  return  of  peace  I 
those  taxes  from  which  the  country  bad 
been  spared  during  the  last  year  of  the  | 


war,  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  problem 
might  at  once  be  solved.  The  right  hon* 
gentleman  had  rather  triumphantly  asked, 
what  had  become  of  the  fund  which  was 
to  be  reserved  for  the  time  of  peace  ? 
That  fund  had  certainly  been  reduced 
by  the  necessities  of  the  country;  but 
there  would  at  Christmas  next  be  sixty 
millions  still  remaining,  instead  of  between 
thirty  and  forty  millions,  as  had  been 
stated  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  Now 
he  apprehended,  that  if  at  the  close  o^ 
any  former  war  the  most  prosperous,  any 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  beea 
enabled  to  inform  parliament  that  lie  had 
OO  millions  of  stock  applicable  to  the 
public  services,  this  would  have  been  con* 
sidered  as  a  most  sioffular  circumstance. 
He  was  aware  that  tne  situation  of  tho 
country  was  such  as  to  reouire  a  full  in* 
vestigation;  but  this  could  not  be  done 
till  the  establishment  of  peace,  a«  till  thea 
the  permanent  expenses  of  the  country 
could  not  be  known.  He,  for  one,  would 
not  shrink  from  any  such  investigation. 
With  respect  to  the  property  tax,  whether 
it  expired  next  year  or  not,  was  a  legal 
question,  on  which,  whatever  might  be  hie 
own  opinion,  he  should  think  it  right  to 
consult  those  witter  than  himself.  All 
that  could  be  argued  was,  that  the  tax  now 
granted  would  expire  on  the  5th  of  April 
next.  The  revision  of  this  and  other 
similar  matters,  pledged  ministers  to  an 
early  meeting  after  the  recess.  There 
were  so  many  matters  to  occupy  th^  at- 
tention of  parliament,  that  there  was  no 
apprehension  of  parliament  not  meeting 
in  due  time.  Last  year,  things  were  very 
different*  In  consequence  of  the  absence 
of  his  colleague  on  a  service  of  such  im- 
portance to  the  country,  all  bills  of  an 
urgent  nature  had  been  brought  forward 
before  the  recess ;  but  if  that  was  not  done 
this  time,  the  Hooae  must  again  ueet  in  a 
reasonable  time.— [What  did  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  mean  by  reasonable?  was 
asked  across  the  table.]  He  could  not 
yet  fix  on  any  particular  day,  but  it  would 
be  much  earlier  than  had  been  stated  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman ;  and  he  thought 
the  House  had  no  reason  for  withholding 
the  supply  now  wanted,  on  the  apprehend- 
sion  of  any  delay. 

On  the  question  being  again  put  from 
the  chair, 

Mr.  Ponsanby  rose  and  said,  he  could  not 
conceive  why  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  so  particularly  solicitous  that  thie 
queitioo  should  be  read,  Xt  was  a  question 
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of  supply ;  and,  on  any  question  of  that 
nature,  it  was  the  iniperatire  duty  of  every 
nember  of  the  House  to  go  fully  into  the 
subject.     No  maoi  who  knew  any  thing  of 
the  constitution  of    the    countryi  could 
deny  this  position.  '  But  he  was  not  so 
much  surprised  at  the  right  hon«   gentle* 
•man's  anxiety  to  get  rid  of  this  question, 
«s  at  certain 'Observations  which  fell  from 
him  in  the  course  of  his  speech.     It  ap* 
peared,  that  he  had  not  yet  made  up  his 
mind,  whether  the  property  tax  should  be 
continued  or  not ;   he  wished  to  refer  the 
matter  to  persons  whose  judgment  was 
more  perfect  than  his  own.     He  was  ab- 
solutely ashamed  to  hear  a  gentleman, 
holding  so  high  a  situation,  make  use  of 
such  language  in  that  House.     He  would 
read  the  Act ;  and  then  let  any  lawyer 
stand  up  in  his  place,  and  state  his  doubts 
as  to  its  construction.    The  Act  said,  that 
the  tax  should  commence  "  from  and  after 
the  5th  day  of  April,  1806,  and  continue 
in  force  during  the  present  war,  and  until 
the  5th  day  of  April  next  after  the  ratiBca* 
lion  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  and  no 
longer."   He  could  not  imagine  who  those 
persons  were,  whose  better  judgment  was 
to  alter  the  evident  meaning  of  these 
words.    It  was  utterly  impossible  for  the 
legislature  to  have  spoken  more  clearly 
and  explicitly.  The  language  which  they 
here  made  use  of,  did  not  even  admit  of  a 
doubt.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  observed, 
that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  grave  con- 
sideration, whether  the  property  tax  should 
he  continued^  or  new  taxes  should  be  im- 
posed.   Now,  he  roust  contend,  that  the 
subject  did  not  admit  of  any  consideration 
whatever.    For,  if  they  thought  proper  to 
continue  the  ptpperty  tax,  it  would  be  one 
of  the  grossest  acts  of  oppression  and  in- 
justice—it  would  be  one  of  the  greatest 
breaches  of  good  faith  ever  perpetrated 
hy  the  legislature  towards  the  people. 
There  were  many  objections  to  this  tax, 
hesides  the  greatness  of  its  nmount.   It  was 
a  tax  so  extensive,  that,  by  imposing  on 
it  a  trifling  additional  per  centage,  a  very 
large  sum  could  be  procured ;   in  conse- 
quence, it  always  afforded  a  tempution  to 
ministers  to  push  it  to  the  utmost  limit. 
This  formed  a  very  powerful  reason  for 
not  continuing  this  tax — and  any  other 
that  could  be  substituted  for  iw  would,  he 
was  convinced,  be  preferable.     It  was  a 
tax  which,  in  its  very  nature,  was  abhorrent 
to  the  principles  of  the  constitution.     He 
had  never  voted  for  it ;  and  nothing  on 
earth  could  have  induced  himiodo  so. 


Its  provisions  were  completely  hostile  to 
the  principles  of  freedom,  and  the  inquisi* 
torial  power  which  it  recognised  was  hor- 
rible. Instead  of  paying  10  per  cent, 
under  that  Act,  he  would  willingly  pay 
15  per  cent  under  any  other,  which  did 
not  grant  such  disgusting  powers. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  stated  that 
he  was  willing  to  give  information — ^not 
voluntarily,  indeed—but  when  be  waa 
asked  for  it.  Now,  as  information  wai 
extremely  valuable,  he  hoped  gentlemen 
on  his  side  of  the  House,  would  frequently 
take  the  trouble  of  inquiring  for  it^^e 
trusted  they  would  never  be  ashamed  of 
paying  the  price  at  which,  it  appeared^ 
knowledge  on  important  subjects  could 
be  procured.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  observed,  that  if  he  (Mr.  Ponsonbv) 
depended  on  newspaper  intelligence,  he 
would  know  as  much  about  the  finance! 
of  the  country  as  those  who  studied 
magazines  knew  of  continental  politics. 
But  before  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
ventured  on  this  sarcastic  remark,  he 
ought  to  have  considered  the  disadvantage 
ilnder  which  he  (Mr.Ponsonby)  laboured. 
All  the  ordinary  sources  of  information 
were  shot  against  him  and  his  friends  ; 
and  ministers  had  put  nothing  in  the  mouth 
of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
by  which  they  could  judge  of  the  motives 
that  led  to  so  early  a  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment. Under  these  circumstances,  be 
euessed  that  they  were  called  together 
for  the  purpose  of  granting  money  ;  and 
he  believed  every  member  of  that  House 
would  now  agree  that  he  guessed  correctly. 
But,  though  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  refused  information,  his  right  boo. 
friend  near  him  (Mr.  Tiemey)  in  one  of 
the  clearest,  plainest,  and  most  luminous 
speeches  ever  delivered  in  that  Hoose, 
had  communicated  all  that  it  was  neces- 
sary for  them  to  know.  That  speech,  he 
hoped^  would  awaken  the  attention,  and 
open  the  eyes  of  the  House,  if  they  were 
inclined  to  suffer  the  subject  to  pass  with- 
out proper  investigation.  The  right  bon* 
gentleman  declared,  that  there  were  suflS- 
cient  securities  to  dispel  any  fear  that 
parliament  would  not  meet  soon  after 
Christmas.  The  Mutiny  Act  would  ex- 
pire on  the  25th  of  March,  and  the  Bank 
Restriction  Act  would  cease  about  tne 
same  time.  Now,  from  this  statement,  he 
derived  the  information,  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  continue  the  latter  Act ;  but  he 
dented  that  there  waa  any  security  for 
the   speedy  aaseoibjing   of  parliament* 
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Why  might  not  the  billi  in  question  be 
forwarded  now  }  But«  instead  of  proceed- 
ing in  that  manner,  what  security  was 
there  that  parliament  would  not  adjourn 
over  to  a  Tery  distant  day?  and  when 
they  roeti  they  might  be  told  by  ministersi 
that  certain  acts  had  a  Tery  limited  time 
to  run ;  and  then  call  on  them  for  their  re« 
newalj  at  so  short  a  notice,  that  they  could 
not  be  properly  cei^idered.  If  such  a 
principle  were  acted  oh,  it  would  be  tts- 
auming  a  power  of  coercion  over  the 
House,  which  could  not  be  too  much  re- 
probated. 

As  the  vote  then  under  coniideration 
wu  connected  with  the  navy,  *and  aa  that 
department  was  peculiarly  interested  in 
the  war  with  America,  he  wished  to  make 
a  few  observationa  on  the  mode  in  which 
that  war  was  conducted.    The  right  hon. 
gentleman  said,  that  70,000  seamen  would 
be  necessary  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
American  war.    It  might  be  so :  he  did 
not-  mean  to  dispute  that  such  a  number 
of  men  might  be  required.    But  this  he 
would  say,  that  there  nerer  was  a  time 
when  the  persons  concerned  in  conducting 
the  naval  service  ^of  this  country,  came 
with  a  worse  grace  to  parliament  to  ask 
-  for  this  supply ;  for  there  was  no  instance 
in  the  history  of  England,  in  which  mis- 
conduct in  the  naval  department  was  so 
evident.     He  did  not  like  to  use  harsh 
expressions;  he  did  not  wish  to  couple 
the  navy  with  the  word   '  disgrace ;'  it 
would  be  so  extraordinary  a  combination, 
that  he  was  ashamed  to  utter  it ;  but  he 
would  openly  assert,  that  there  were  in- 
atances  of  misconduct  in  the  management 
of  the  navy,  that  Would  disgrace  it,  if  the 
character  of  the  navy  itself— if  the  glory 
it  had  so  nobly  acquired— did  not  repel 
ao  foul  an  aspersion.    Was  there,  he  would 
ask,  any  opposition  made  to  placing  in 
the  hands  of  government  every  thing  they 
required   for  carrying  on  the  war  with 
'Tigour?   Was  not  every  thing  that  was 
demanded    immediately  granted  ?-i-[Tbe 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  across 
the  table,  « Yes.']— The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman acknowledged  the  ftict ;  be  knew 
that  every  thing  had  been  done  which 
was  considered  necesaary.     How  came  it, 
then,  that  such  misfortunes  had  occurred 
on  the  lakes   of  America?    How  could 
ministers  account  for  these  reversesi  when 
they  were  enabled  to  have  had  a  force  on 
foot,  equal,  if  not  soperior,  to  that  of  the 
Americana?    He    knew    not    how  these 
diaasten  c<)uld  bo  accounted  for^  except 


by  supposing  that  they  originated  in  mis- 
conduct. It  was  a  subject  that  demanded 
the  most  serious  inquiry,  and  he  hoped, 
when  inquiry  was  asked  for;  that  tninis« 
ters  would  not  stand  up  and  oppose  those 
gentlemen  who  called  for  it. 

Now,  with  respect  to  the  war  itself,  it 
arose,  he  believed,  from  the  British  Order* 
in  Council.  Those  orders  had  been  re- 
pealed; but  most  unfortunately »  the  re« 
vocation  by  this  country,  and  the  declara- 
tion of  war  by  America,  took  place  with- 
in a  few  days  of  each  other.  The  Orders 
in  Council  were  revoked  on  the  2dd  of 
June,  and  the  declaration  of  war  was  is- 
sued on  the  1 8th  of  that  month  :  the  re- 
vocation, therefore,  could  not  prevent  the 
commencement  of  the  contesu  When  war 
was  declared,  an  Address  was  voted  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  in  which  the  House  de- 
clared, that  they  would  support  the  old 
established  maritime  rights  of  the  country, 
by  every  effort  m  their  power.  No  man 
more  cheerfully  concurred  in  that  Ad- 
dress than  he  did ;  and,  he  believed,  ho 
had  the  honour  of  seconding  it.  On  that 
occasion  there  was  not  the  smallest  dif- 
ference of  sentiment  between  him  and  the 
noble  lord  who  moved  the  Address.  What 
he  then  stated  he  would  again  repeat<— he 
never  would  consent  to  givrup  the  right 
of  search,  or  any  particle  of  our  mari- 
time code.  But,  he  believed,  that,  at  the 
present  moment,  there  was  no  question 
between  the  two  countries  on  this  subject. 
That  question  aros^  out  of  the  relative 
situation  of  belligerent  and  neutral  powers. 
But,  there  being  no  belligerents  now  in 
Europe,  there  could  be  no  neutrals ;  and, 
therefore,  there  was  no  likelihood  that  the 
question  of  our  maritime  rights  would  bo 
contested.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  he 
was  sure  that  no  person  would  call  on 
them  either  to  declare  or  to  continue  war 
for  the  assertion  of  the  mere  theoretical 
principle :  it  would  always  be  time  enough 
to  support  our  maritime  rights,  when  they 
were  attacked.  Thus,  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  the  original  cause  of  the  war  no  longer 
existed ;  but  other  matters  had  grown  up 
between  the  two  governments,  which  had 
been  argued  with  considerable  warmth 
and  animosity.  He  believed  the  war  to 
be  extremely  popular.  The  people  of  thia 
country,  he  was  convinced,  were  most  fa- 
vourable to  it;  if  they  were  polled,  a  great 
'majority  would,  he  doubted  not,  be  found 
to  approve  of  it.  But,  be  should  be  glad 
to  know— to  undersund  distinctly— what 
they  were  now  at  war  for?  what  the  sub- 
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ject  tof  hostile  dispute,  at  the  present  mo- 
mentf  was?— ^nd  on ''what  grounds  the 
government  of  this  country  would  be 
willing  to  make  peace  ?  He  hoped  they 
did  not  indulge  the  idea  of  continuing  the 
conflict,  for  the  purpose  of  conquest.  He 
would  support  them  to  the  utmost,  in  de- 
fending our  maritime  rights;  but  he  would 
not  stir  one  step  in  favour  of  any  set  of 
niinisters,  who  lopked  forward  to  conquest; 
because,  if  they  were  even  successful,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  injurious 
to  the.  country.  They  did  not  want  co- 
lonies ;  Great  Britain  already  had  enough 
of  thtfiii ;  and  be  was  sure,  if  a  system  of 
conquest  were  pursued,  it  would  be  injn» 
rtous  buih  to  the  constitution  and  the 
finances  of  the  country.  But  were  they 
coiHriuced  that  they  woqld  be  successful, 
if  tbey  proceeded  with  the  war  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  territory  ?  The  in- 
lormaiipn  which  be  had  received  on  this 
aubject,  led  him  to  conclude,  that  they 
Were  more  likely  to  fail  than  to  succeed 
in  such  an  attempt ;  and  the  mischiefs  that 
would  inevitably  be  produced,  if,  having 
aimed  at  such  an  object,  this  country 
•hottld'  fail,  might  easily  be  perceived  by 
every  man  capable  ol  taking  a  correct 
view  of  the  subject. 

He  saw,  with  great  regret,  the  difference 
between  the  language  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent's Speech,  made  at  the  close  of  the 
last  session,  and  that  with  which  the  pre- 
sent was  opened.  In  the  former,  his 
Koyal  Highness's  ministers  made  him  say, 
that  '  he  was  sincerely  desirous  of  the 
restoration  of  peace  between  the  two  na- 
tions, upon  conditions  honourable  to  both.' 
This  was  just  such  a  peace  as  he  should 
like  to  see  concluded.  Now,  in  the  Speech 
recently  delivered  from  the  throne,  nothing 
more  was  said  than  that  his  Soyal  High- 
ness wished  for  peace  '  on  just  and  ho« 
▼ourable  terms.' — [Hear,  hear !  from  the 
Treasury  Bench.] — It  might  not  be  so  in- 
tended ;  but  when  this  observation  was 
contrasted  with  what  his  Royal  Highness 
said  at  the  close  of  last  session,  it  cer- 
tainly assumed  a  character  of  greater  hos- 
tility. The  expression  seemed  to  relate 
more  to  what  was  honourable  for  this 
country  than  for  America.  He  meant  not 
to  ask  his  Majesty's  ministers  how  they 
intended  to  carry  on  the  war ;  he  did  not 
seek  to  know  their  plan  of  operations; 
Ibey,  of  course,  would  resist  such  an  in- 
quiry, as  improper,  if  he  were  weak 
enough  to  make  it;  but  he  thought  they 
mighty  with  perfect  safety^  inform  bim. 


whether  the  war  was  undertaken  from  mo- 
tives of  conquest  ?  He  could  see  no  harm 
in  their  making  a  declaration  on  this  sob« 
ject.  On  the  contrary,  he  conceiTed  that 
^t  would  do  much  good.  If  the  American 
government  were  influencing  the  people 
to  carry  on  the  war,  nnder  the  idea  that 
this  country  entertained  a  hope  of  making 
conquests,  a  declaration  that  no  such  idea 
was  cherished  would  disarm  them,  and 
prevenHhem  from  exciting  the  feelings  of 
iheir  population  by  advancing  falsehoods. 
As  long  as  the  war  was  carried  on,  it  might 
be  proper  to  make  every  possible  impres* 
sion  on  the  enemy's  territory;  but  he 
wished  to  learn,  whether  any  object  of 
permanent  territorial  accession  was  con* 
templated  ?  A  -declaration  of  this  descrip- 
tion would  be  most  useful  in  showing  the 
tmmnu  with  which  this  country  continued . 
the  war. 

Mr.  fVhUshed  Keate  said,  he  could  not 
concur  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down,  in  thinking  that 
because  the  question  respecting  neotrai 
rights  was  not,  in  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  world,  of  the  first  importance,  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  making  peace; 
nor  did  be  think  it  would  be  well  to  make 
peace,  leaving  that  question  to  be  dis- 
posed of  at  some  future  period.  When 
we  bad  before  our  eyes  the  hostile  con- 
duct of  America  (though  not  openly  at 
war),  during  the  last  twenty  years,  her 
ready  acquiescence  in  the  measures  of 
the  late  ruler  of  France,  and  the  zeal  with 
which  she  bad  seconded  his  efforts  to  roia 
England,  be  thought  it  desirable,  this  ques- 
tion should  be  left  undecided  no  longer. 
The  object  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  had  unquestionably  been 
to  expel  the  English  from  that  continent. 
For  this  purpose,  the  possession  of  the 
lakes  was  to  them  of  great  importance  ; 
and  he  could  not  but  condemn  the  impro- 
vidence of  the  British  ministers  in  neg- 
lecting to  secure  a  superiority  in  that 
quarter,  as  on  the  possession  of  them  most 
the  security  of  Canada  in  a  great  mea- 
sure depend.  America,  possessing  tke 
sovereignty  of  the  lakes,  would  command 
all  the  Indian  nations.  If  she  were  not 
excluded  from  them,  she  would  get  Ca- 
nada into  her  hands,  expel  the  English 
from  that  contiuent|  and  subsequently  en- 
deavour to  posseM  herself  of  dor  West 
India  islands,  and  of  all  the  European 
settlements  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe. 
The  present  he  considered  to  be  the  pro-> 
per  moQueot  for  settling  this  point ;  aa4» 
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for  bimielff  though,  at  his  age,  he  could 
not  expect  to  remain  long  in  this  worMi 
be  would  willingly  embark  not  only  his 
own  property,  but  that  of  his  posterity  in 
the  cause.  He  wished  no  injury  to  be 
done  to  America;  but  he  desired  to  have 
the  British  possessions  secured.  He  then 
adrerted  to  the  loose^  underhanded  man- 
ner in  which  the  treaty  of  1783  had  been 
concluded,  and  to  the  encroachments 
which  the  Americans  had  ever  since  been 
attempting.  These  ought  to  be  effectually 
guarded  against,  though  conquest  in  Ame- 
rica was  not  to  be  desired ;  for  if  the 
United  States  were  disposed  again  to  come 
under  the  dominion  of  England,  he  did 
not  imagine  it  would  be  thought  wisdom 
on  the  part  of  the  goremment  of  this 
country  to  accept  the  change.  He  re- 
peated it,  the  present  time  was  the  fittest 
for  settling  the  question  which  had  been 
ao  long  agitated  :  the  present  situation  of 
Europe  was  propitious  to  our  views.  For 
two  or  three  years  at  least,  nearly  our 
whole  attention  might  be  directed  towards 
America.  If  during  that  period  the 
means  at  our  disposal  were  exerted  with 
energy,  the  Americans  might  be  brought 
lo  make  peace,  on  terms  which  we  could 
frith  safety  accede  to ;  and  if  the  differ- 
ences which  had  produced  this  contest, 
irere  not  now  adjusted,  they  might  here- 
lifter  be  again  brought  into  discussion, 
under  very  different  circumstances. 
The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to: 
The  sun  of  2/286,375/.  was  next  voted 
fbr  rictuall  tng  the  navy,  and  also  1 ,956,300/. 
Ibr  the  wear  and  tear  of  ships.  On  the 
Kesolution,  that  318,500/.  be  granted  for 
ordnance  for  the  sea  service, 

Mr.  WkUhrtad  said,  that  as  a  large  sum 
Was  proposed  to  be  voted  for  the  ordnance 
of  the  navy,  he  wished  to  know  how  it 
happened,  as  he  was  informed,  that  in  the 
vessel  in  which  captain  Barclay  fought  on 
Lake  Erie,  there  was  so  great  a  differ- 
ence in  the  calibre  of  the  guns,  as  to  oc- 
casion much  distress,  and  be  one  of  the 
causes  which  led  to  the  destruction  of  that 
•quadron  f  Whether,  in  contemplation  of 
the  war,  we  should  not  have  had  a  suffi- 
cient force  to  meet  the  Americans  in  the 
lakes,  there  would  be  another  opportunity 
of  discussing ;  but  he,  for  the  present, 
wished  to  )raow  from  the  hon.  baronet  who 
bad  taken  on  himself  the  management  of 
the  afiairs  of  the  Admiralty  in  that  House, 
bow  this  difference  in  the  calibre,  in  the 
vessel  in  Question,  happened.;  and  whe- 
ther the  Admiralty  had  not  been  informed. 
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in  a  letter  from  captain  Barclay  himself,  ^ 
that  so  various  were  the  calibres,  that  he 
had  eight  magacines  to  supply  these  guns, 
which  were  calculated  rather  to  incom<» 
mode  than  to  defend  him  ? 

Sir  G,  Worrcnder  stated,  that  he  knew 
of  no  information  which  had  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Admiralty,  on  the  subject 
alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Whubrcad  asked  if  no  letter  on  the 
subject  bad  been  received  from  captain 
Barclay  at  the  Admiralty  ? 

Mr.  Croker  answered  this  question. 
Such  a  letter  had  been  received,  in  which 
the  variety  of  the  sizes  of  the  guns  were 
complained  of;  but  how  this  had  happen* 
ed,  why  such  an  arrangement  was  roade. 
or  by  whose  authority  the  flotilla  had  beea 
so  equipped,  was  not  known  at  the  office. 

Mr.  WhUhread  observed,  it  was  odd  that 
the  secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  who,  he 
understood,  was  but  a  servant  to  the 
board,  should  know  more  than  one  of  tho 
lords  of  the  Admiralty.  The  Admiralty 
lord  who  had  brought  forward  these  reso* 
lutions,  knew  nothing  at  all  of  the  busi- 
ness. He,  it  appeared,  was  not  so  well 
informed  as  he  (Mr.  W.)  was.  But  evea 
the  secretarv  himself  did  not  know  how 
ordnance  of  such  different  calibres  had 
chanced  to  be  used  on  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to.  It  could  only  be  accounted  for 
in  this  way,  by  supposing  no  provision  at 
all  had  been  made  by  the  Admiralty  ;^ 
that  captain  Barclay  had  been  obKged  to 
get  his  artillery  where  h^  could  for  that 
service,  which  he  had  gallantly  performed^ 
though  succels  had  not  crowned  those 
exertions  which  he  had 'made,  and  judici- 
ously made,  in  despair.  He  thought  it 
extraordinary  that  this  letter  from  captain 
Barclay  had  not  been  produced  on  his 
trial.  In  justice  to  that  gallant  officer, 
whom  he  considered  to  be  a  martyr  to  his 
country,  it  ousht  then  to  have  been 
brought  forward.  He  hoped  it  would 
shortly  be  produced. 

Sir  Ja$eph  Yorkc  wished  the  attention  of 
the  country  was  more  fixed  on  the  Admi- 
ralty than  it  had  been,  as  their  conduct 
would  appear  the  better  for  being  closely 
inspected.  On  the  subject  of  the  business 
on  Lake  Erie,  he  was  disposed  to  speak 
out:  he  would  tell  the  hon.  gentleman, 
that  the  Admiralty  had  had  notbin|^  to  do* 
with  it,  it  had  rested  entirely  with  the 
colonial  department.  The  lord  high  ad- 
miral and  the  board  had  had  no  concern 
with  it  whatever.  He  could  easily  con- 
ceive that  it  Was  a  very  easy  thing  to  con- 
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demn  the  Admiralty  for  that  with  which 
they  had  nothing  to  do;  but  be  did  not  he- 
•iiate  to  inCorm  the  h^n.  gentleman  who 
had  been  to  forward  in  accusing  the  Ad- 
miralty, that  he  would  not  exchange'  his 
feelings  for  his,  nor  his  talents,  nor  his 
aiination,  nor  his  exertions,  nor  hia  pati- 
ence, nor  any  one  thing  that  belonged  to  * 
biro*,  for  any  thing  belonging  to  that  hon. 
gentleman,     [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  Croker,  adverting  to  the  communi- 
cation received  from  the  late  commander 
on  the  lakes,  said,  that  no  explanation 
bad  been  regularly  received,  but  merely 
ft  statement  contained  in  a  letter.  With 
respect  to  the  observations  on  what  the 
hon.  gentleman  termed  an  odd  circum- 
atance,  that  the  secretary  should,  in  any 
case,  be  acquainted  with  that  which  was 
not  known  to  one  of  the  lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, he  had  to  remark,  that  it  was 
not  suprising  that  he,  whose  business  it 
was  to  receive  and  register  letters  coming 
to  the  Admiralty*  should,  in  some  in- 
atances,  be  more  conversant  with  their 
aubstance  than  one  of  the  lords,  who  had 
only  heard  them  read  over  to  the^  board. 
The  ship  which  captain  Barclay  had 
ibught^  was  not  a  king's^ship ;  it  was  not 
«one  with  which  the  Admiralty  had  any 
ihing  to  do ;  it  waa  not  commissioned  by 
the  Admiralty,  nor  till  captain  Barclay's 
ktter  was  received,  was  it  Known  that  he 
waa  on  board  of  it.  With  respect  to  the 
equipment  of  the  flotilla,  he  had  only  to 
aay,  he  knew  nothing  of  it.  It  was  not 
composed  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  it  was 
not  manned  by  his  Majesty's  seamen,  it 
iwas  not  supplied  by  his  Majesty's  ord- 
nance, nor  was  it  at  all  under  the  direction 
of  his  Majesty's  Admiralty.  It  had  been 
asked,  why  had  not  the  letter  of  captain 
Barclay  been  produced  on  his  trial  ?  He 
had  only  to  say^  that  captain  Bai'clay  had 
been  auisted  to  gain  evidence  in  every 
possible  way  before  the  trial  came  on; 
but  it  was  not  for  the  Admiralty  to  dic- 
tate to  captain  Barclay  what  line  of  de- 
fence he  should  take:  it  was  perfectly 
open  for  captain  Barclay  to  produce  that, 
or  any  other  letter  that  he  thought  fit  to 
bring  forward ;  but  it  was  not  the  duty 
of  the  Admiralty  to  suggest  to  him  what 
materials  might  be  of  service  to  him  in  his 
defence. 

Mr.  Whiihread,  referring  to  the  speech 
of  the  last  speaker  but  one,  said,  he  had 
not  proposed  to  that  lord  of  the  Admiralty 
to  change  situation,  talents,  or  any  thing 
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they  must  remain  just  as  they  Were,  and 
for  his  part  he  was  ^ery  well  content  that 
it  should  be  so.  He  had  not  addressed 
himself  to  any  particular  lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty, but  had  spoken  generally  of  the 
board.  He  thought  there  appeared  an 
unusual  soreness  this  session  on  the  part  of 
ministers,  and  this  circumstance  would 
encourage  him  to  persevere  in  that  course 
of  which  they  complained.  Doing  this, 
there  would  be  no  ill  humour  on  his  part : 
if  it  excited  ill  humour  in  others,  he 
should  nevertheless  still  do  his  duty. 
They  had  now  been  informed,  that  the 
flotilla  on  Lake  Erie  was  not  his  Majesty's, 
and  that  it  had  not  been  equipped  by  the 
Admiralty.  He  had  thought,  from  the 
officer  having  been  brought  to  trial,  it 
must  have  been  otherwise.  After  all  tbat 
could  be  said  on  the  subject,  the  result 
was  this,  ministers  bad  not  been  prepared 
for  the  war  in  America.  It  waa  useless 
to  throw  the  blame  off  one  department  oil 
to  the  shoulders  of  another :  it  came  to 
the  same  thing  in  the  end,  and  he  war 
glad  he  had  raised  the  question. 

Mr.  Croker  repeated  the  assertion,  that 
the  equipment  of  the  flotilla  rested  with 
the  colonial  department.  Till  after. the 
battle  between  the  American  and  the 
Colonial  flotilla,  government  had  not  re« 
ceived  returns  of  the  officers  employed. 

Mr.  Baring,  as  the  hon.  secretary  had 
said  the  Admiralty  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  flotilla,  wished  to  ask  why  the 
Admiralty  had  not  had  a  sufficient  force 
on  the  lakes  ?  Why  was  Lake  Erie  left  to 
the  defence  of  what,  now  it  had  unfortu* 
nately  failed,  waa  called  the  Colonial 
Flotilla?  At  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  the  Americans  were  much  the  same 
as  ourselves  on  the  lakes;  now  they  bad 
bedt  the  English  off  two  of  them,  and  we 
had  little  reason  to  boast  of  our  successes 
on  the  third.  If  the  Admiralty  had  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  business  of  Lake 
Erie,  they  were  to  blame  for  not  having 
taken  a  part  in  it.  Had  they  kept  a  pro- 
per force  on  the  lakes,  that  part  of 
Canada  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
enemy  might  have  been  saved. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  if  the  hon.' gentleman 
had  been  content  to  wait  a  few  days  for 
information  on  the  subject  now  referred  to* 
he  wduld  have  declined  giving  any  answer 
on  the  present  occasion,  and  hsfve  waited 
with  anxiety,  with  confidence,  and  with 
eagerness,  for  the  day  on  which  a  motion, 
he  understood,  was  to  be  made  respecting  * 
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•hewn  that  what  had  been  said  to  the  dis- 
credit of  the  Admiralty,  was  altogether 
uofoandcd.  Their  proceedings  bad  been 
grossly  misrepresented;  and  while  some 
inrented  injurioas  statements,  others  en« 
deavoared  to  gire  them  currency.  He 
thought  he  had  a  right  to  complain,  it 
having  been  assumed,  that  because  the 
action  on  Lake  Erie  had  terminated  un- 
fortunately, there  was  a  disposition  to 
throw  the  blame  on  tbe  Admiralty,  where 
it  was  not  deserved.  If  he  might  be 
allowed  to  speak  as  the  organ  of  the  Ad- 
miralty in  that  House,  he  would  affirm* 
that  there  was  nothing  whatever  to  war- 
rant this  assertion.  He  repeated  the  de- 
claration, that  the  Admiralty  had  not  been 
concerned  in  fitting  out  and  preparing 
captain  Barclay's  flotilla.  When  the  sub- 
ject was  fairly  investigated,  it  would  be 
seen  how  injurious  were  the  statements 
which  had  been  in  circulation,  and  how 
little  disposition  there  was  on  the  part 
of  the  Admiralty  to  recede  from  tbeir 
responsibility.  The  hon.  gentleman  asked, 
why  were  not  the  Admiralty  prepared 
with  a  force  on  the  Lakes  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war?  But  the  hon. 
gentleman  almost  defeated  his  own  argu^ 
ment,  by  admitting,  that  when  the  war 
broke  out,  the  Americans  and  the  British 
were  in  equal  strength  on  the  lakes. 
Assuming  this  to  be  correct,  would  it 
not  have  been  a  profligate  waste  of  tbe 
public  money  to  have  sent  out  a  force 
where  it  was  not  to  be  wanted  ?  If  go- 
vernment had  received  information  that 
the  Americans  were  increasing  their 
strength  in  that  quarter,  then,  he  ad- 
mitted, they  would  have  been  guilty  of 
negligei^ce  had  they  not  met  it  by  a 
corresponding  increase  of  the  British 
force ;  but  without  such  intelligence  this 
conduct  would  have  deserved  censure,  as  a 
waste  of  the  public  money.  He  was 
glad  the  subject  would  be  inquired  into. 
He  would  at  present  only  say,  that  any 
requisitions  made  from  the  authorities 
there  were  not  only  met,  but  in  many  in- 
stances anticipated,  and  not  only  to  the 
amount  called  for,  but  to  treble,  and  io 
some  instances  to  more  than  quadruple  the 
extent  thought  necessary  by  the  colonial 
government. 

Mr.  Uaring  said,  that  forbearing  to  send 
a  force  to  the  lakes  till  it  was  known  the 
Americans  were  about  to  send  one,  was 
the  way  to  ensure  discomfiture,  as  our 
additional  force  could  not  arrive  in  time. 
At  war  with   America^   the  Admiralty 
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fthoold  have  known  the  American  govern- 
ment would  not  fail  to  fit  out  a  flotilla  on 
Lake  Erie,  in  furtherance  of  tbeir  views 
on  our  possessions,  but  particularly  on 
Upper  Canada.  They  ought  to  have 
foreseen*  and  to  have  provided  against  the 
danger,  whether  the  requisitions  of  the 
colonial  government  had  been  anticipated 
or  not.  If  his  information  was  correct, 
much  that  was  useless  had  been  sent  out, 
and  little  that  was  found  useful.  If  this 
was  the  best  explanation  that  could  be 
ffiven«  he  could  not  say  much  for  the  de- 
fence set  up  by  the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  Croker  denied,  that  the  explanatory 
statement  he  had  made  had  been  ofiered 
as  a  defence.  He  had  purposely  reserved 
himself  for  a  time,  when,  looking  at  all 
parts  of  the  transactions  which  had  be- 
come objects  of  attention,  he  should  be 
able  to  shew,  that  all  the  rumours  circu- 
lated to  the  prejudice  of  the  Admiralty 
were  as  unfounded  as  the  last  statement  of 
tbe  hon.  gentleman,  that  much  had  been 
sent  out  that  was  useless,  but  little  that 
was  useful.  This,  on  the  most  satisfactory 
evidence,  he  could  positively  contradict ; 
and  he  thought  he  should  be  able  to  prove, 
that  all  the  other  reports  hostile  to  the 
Admiralty  were  as  deeply  erroneous. 

The  Kesolution  was  then  agreed  to. 
On  the  Resolution,  "  That  the  sum  of  two 
millions  be  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  to- 
wards paying  off  and  dischiu-ging  the 
debt  of  tbe  navy,'' 

Mr*  Warn  said,  he  had  understood  that, 
twelve  or  fourteen  months  ago,  some  ships 
had  been  constructed  to  be  sent  out  in 
frames  to  Lake  Ontario.  He  slipuld  be 
glad  to  hear  that  the  information  he  had 
received  was  incorrect,  that  on  their  ar- 
rival in  the  river  St.  I^wrence  tbey  were 
found  totally  useless^  and  sold  by  public 
auction. 

Mr.  Croker  admitted  it  to  be  perfectly 
true,  that  on  the  advice,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  a  requisition  from  the  admiral 
in  that  quarter,  and  on  the  information 
obtained  from  persons  best  acquainted 
with  the  rivers  and  waters  in  tbst  part  of 
America,  two  frigates  and  two  sloops 
(without  at  all  putting  a  stop  to  the  ship 
building  there)  were  sent  out  in  frames 
from  this  country  to  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence. This  idea  had  not  been  taken  op 
by  tbe  Admiralty,  but  in  complisnce  with 
the  requisition  of  the-  admiral.  The  state- 
ment that  they  bad  been  found  useless, 
and  sold  byp^ablic  auction,  was  not  at 
all  true.    One  of  them  had  been  carried 
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up  the  river,  and  be  suppoied  would  be 
launched  on  Lake  Ontario;  bot  ae  tbey 
required  great  meana  of  transport,  it  bad 
'become  a  question  with  sir  James  Yeo, 
wbelher  at  tbat  time  it  would  not  be  more 
conTonient  to  a?ail  himself  of  other  ships 
then  at  hand.  As  nothing  would  be  lost 
by  postponing  their  conveyance,  they  had 
not  then  been  forwarded  to  Ontario.  Whe* 
ther  one  of  them  had  not  been  taken  to 
Lake  Ghamplain,  be  did  not  know.  No 
doubt  was  entertained  of  their  being  found 
most  Bseful ;  but  it  was  a  question  at  tbat 
particular  time  with  sir  James  Yeo,  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  better  to  avail  himself 
of  other  vessels  under  his  command. 

Mr.  Whiibread  wished  to  know  if  sir 
James  Yeo  was  the  admiral  from  whom 
the  requisition  for  ships  in  frames  had  been 
"eceived  ? 

Mr.  Croker  replied,  sir  James  was  not 
an  admiral,  nor  was  he  the  officer  who 
bad  sent  the  requisition— -it  came  from 
admiral  sir  John  Warren;  and  was  com- 
pKed  with,  without  at  all  paralysing  the 
cxerti<ms  then  making  on  tne  lakes. 

Sir  Jaqfh  Yorhe  dkscribed  the  vessels 
tent  out  to  have  been  of  the  most  useful 
description,  and  added,  there  was  no  in- 
stance In  which  the  Admiralty  had  not, 
IB  every  respect,  outstepped  the  demands 
of  the  colonial  depaitment. 

Mr.  Warre  had  not  meant  to  criticise 
the  construction  of  the  vessels,  which  he 
thought  exceedingly  proper,  but  had 
wished  to  know  if  they  had  reached  their 
destination.  He  was  glad  the  information 
be  had  received  proved  to  be  incorrect, 
that  they  bad  not  been  sold,  and  that  one 
had  been  conveyed  to  Lake  Ontario.  He 
hoped  the  other  three  would  follow  with 
ail  convenient  speed. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then 
moved,  •'  That  l,65O,000/,  be  granted  to 
his  Majesty  to  discharge  the  remainder  of 
the  bills  of  credit,  or  other  securities, 
issued  by  virtue  of  the  Act  of  the  54th  of 
his  Majesty,  intituled,  *  An  Act  for  giving 
effect  to  certain  engagements  of  his  Ma- 
jesty with  the  emperor  of  Russia  and  the 
king  of  Prussia,  for  furnishing  a  part  of 
the  pecuniary  succour  for  assisting  his 
Majesty's  said  allies  in  supporting  the  ex- 
panses of  the  war  with  France,'  together 
with  the  interest  due  thereon.''— Agreed 
to.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  next 
moved,  •«  That  the  sum  of  12,500,000/.  be 

Ented  for  the  discharge  of  outstanding 
chequer  bills,  created  under  the  54tb 
•f  his  Majesty. 


»» 


Mr.  Poiuonby  inquired^  what  was  the 
grost  amount,  at  present^  of  outstanding 
Exchequer  bills? 

The  Chancelloi^  qfthe  Exchepter  said,  tb« 
amount  would  be  laid  on  the  table  in  m 
fow  days;  he  believed  it  to  be  about 
59,000,000/, 

Mr.  /\ifiiOfify  observed,  that  54,000^00(WL 
was  the  greatest  amount  of  outstanding* 
Exchequer  btHs  he  ever  before  reeol* 
lected.  It  would  be  well,  however,  when 
the  account  was  laid  beiore-  them^  if  the 
amount  was  not  found  to  exceed  tbe  righa 
hon.  gentleman's  calcolatiom 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to;  aa 
also  another  granting  the  sum  of 
15,000,000/.  and  10,000,000/.  for  the  dis* 
charge  of  the  outstanding  Exchequer  billa 
issued  for  the  service  of  the  year  18I4| 
charged  on  the  aids  of  that  year  outstand- 
ing and  undischarged. 

Monument  to  MAJoa-GsNEaAL  Ross.} 
The  Chancellor  pf  the  Exehefvtr  rose,  in 
pursuance  of  his  notice,  to  call  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  House  to  the  merits  of  a  raooir 
distinguished  officer,  who,  in  tbe  midst  of 
a  career  of  military  glory,  had  fallen  in 
the  service  of  his  country—- he  meant  nui» 
jor- general  Ross.  In  the  short  sbetell 
which  he  should  give  of  thai  gallant  offi« 
cer's  military  life,  he  did  not  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  take  up  much  of  the  time  of  tbe 
House,  because  his  achievements  had' been 
so  frequently  recorded  and  acknowledged 
by  parliament,  that  such  a  proceeding 
would  be  useless  :  he  should  only  claim 
their  attention  to  a  few  of  the  situatione 
which  he  had  filled  till  his  honourable 
and  brilliant  course  was  closed  in  deatb% 
Passing  over  the  early  part  of  his  life,  be 
would  commence  his  remarks  by  advert* 
ing  to  that  period  when  he  served  in  liie 
campaign  in  Holland;  here  he  served  in 
the  capacity  of  major  of  the  28 tb  regi« 
ment,  and  first  displayed  those  talente 
which  afterwards  shone  with  such  splen- 
dour. During  this  period,  in  repelling 
the  attacks  made  upon  sir  Ralph  Aber» 
crumby,  -the  28th  regiment  took  an  ez«» 
traordinary  share,  and  called  forth*  the 
strongest  expressions  of  approbation  from 
the  commander  in  chief,  who  had  wit* 
nessed  the  conduct  of  major  Ross,  which 
was  particularly  marked  by  gallantry  and 
intrepid  daring.  Towards  the  close  of  the 
action  he  was  severely  wounded ;  and  tbns^ 
for  a  t*me,  quitted  the  path  of  glory.  In 
1800,  however,  he  was  again  in  the  field* 
and  signalized  himself  in  various  oceasione 
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expedition  from  Sicily  to  Calabria,  he  was 
aUo  conspicuous ;   and  in   the  battle  of 
Maida,   added  new   laurels    to  those  by 
which  he  was  already  covered.     In  this 
battle,  the  superiority  of  British  arms«  and 
•the  superiority  of  British  bayonets  over 
the  French,  which  had  never  since  been 
withstood,  was  triamphantly  manifested. 
The  28th  regiment,  oil  this  occasion,  by 
mn  admirable  movement  on  the  flank  of 
the  «nemy,  commenced  that  discomStore 
which  ended  in  a  total  rout.    In  1807  the 
gallant  general  returned  to  England,  and 
accompanied  sir  John  Mqore  to  Portugal, 
and  from  thence  attended  him  in  the  ex- 
pedition in  which  that   lamented  officer 
met  his  death.     In  the  battle  of  Corunna 
be  ai^ain  distinguished  himself;  and  having 
returned  from  thence  to  Ireland,  he  em- 
barked   for   Spaiii,   and   placed    himself 
under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington ;  was  with  him  in  the  battle  of 
Viitona,  and  exhibited  such  proofs  of  in- 
nate talent,  that  he  was  selected  to  take 
the  separate  command  of  a  brigade.     He 
now  had  new  opportunities  of  displaying 
the  enerf^ies  of  his  mind ;  and  in  the  battle 
of  the  Pyrenees,  by  his  extraordinary  abi- 
lities, drew  down  the  particular  thanks  of 
the  commander  in  chief ;  who,  in  speak- 
ing of  major-general  Ross's  division,  said, 
'  It  had    distinguished  itself  beyond  all 
former  precedent ;    it  had  charged  four 
times,  and  at  each  time  was  headed  by 
the  major-general,  who  had  three  horses 
killed   under  him/     In  the  attack  on  St. 
Sebastian's  too,  he  had  borne  a  full  f^^-^re 
cf  the  Mai  which  that  achicTeme  '  had 
gained  ;  and  concluded  his  hi^  h  and  im- 
portant services  in  the  peninsula  by  new 
Instances  of  bravery  and  unexampled  ao 
tivity  in  the  battle  of  Orthies,  and  in  the 
passage  of  the  Neve.     At  the  close  of  the 
war  with  France,  he  was  one  of  those 
officers  who  were  dispatched  to  America; 
and  here,  while  he  brooght  his  renown  to 
the  highest  pitch,  he  terminated  his  trans- 
cend ant  career.     In  conjunction  with  ad- 
miral Cockburn,  he  planned  that  attack 
upon  Washington,   which,  in  defiance  of 
the  difficulties  which  were  encountered, 
and  the  superiority  of  the  enemy's  force, 
was  crowned  with  success.     Major-general 
Ro<s  was,  on  this  occasion,  chosen  to  re- 
taliate upon  the  Americans  for  the  out- 
rages which  they  had  committed  on  the 
frontiers ;  and  while  he  inflicted  chastise- 
ment in  a  manner  to  convey,  in  the  fullest 
aenae,  the  terror  of  the  British  amS|  the 


from  him  the  meed  of  praise,  for  the  tem- 
per and  moderation  with  which  he  exe- 
cuted the  task  assigned  him.  The  |niblic 
buildings  alone  were  destroyed,  while  pri* 
vate  property  was  in  every  instance  re- 
spected. The  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer said,  he  could  not  help  expressing  e 
hope,  that  this  vengeance  thus  signally 
inflicted  would  be  mt  last,  and  that  no 
aggravation  would  render  a  recourse  to 
aimilar  measures  necessary.  He  would 
also  take  that  opportunity  of  stating,  that 
instractions  had  been  sent  out  to  the  coast 
of  America,  to  abstain  from  further  inflic* 
tions,  unless  rendered  necessary  by  fresh 
enormities  ;  an  order  which  he  was  satis- 
fied general  Ross«  had  he  lived,  would 
have  feltsincerepl^asurein  promulgating. 
A  short  time  after  the  afiair  at  Wuhiog- 
ton,  an  attempt  was  planned  on  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  and  hera  it  waa  thai  that 
event  occurred  which  thia  country  could 
not  too  much  deplore— he  meant  the  death 
of  general  Ross,  who,  while  reconnoitring 
the  force  he  was  about  to  overwhelm*  waa 
struck  with  a  rifle  ball,  and  had  only  time» 
ere  his  eyes  closed  for  ever,  to  recommend 
to  the  protection  of  his  country  his  wife 
and  family,  a  protection,  in  the  grant  of 
which  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 

auer)  was  satisfied  the  nation  would  feel 
le  most  heartfelt  satisfaction,  [Hear,  hear!] 
and  woulunot  fail  to  take  snob  steps  as  were 
not  alone  gratifying  to  those  tender  con- 
nections, but  honourable  to  the  country,  by 
which  the  services  of  the  gallant  general 
were  so  sensibly  appreciated.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  moving, 
'*  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
give  directions  that  a  monument  be  erect- 
ed in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Paul* 
London,  to  the  memory  of  major-general 
Robert  Ross,  who,  having  planned  with 
the  greatest  judgment,  and  executed  with 
equal  valour,  decision,  and  condoct,  in 
concert  with  his  Majesty's  naval  forces, 
an  enterpriae  against  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, the  capital  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  which  waa  crowned  with  the 
most  complete  success,  was  killed  shortly 
afterwards,  while  directing  an  attack^ 
which  also  proved  successful,  open  a  an- 
perior  force  of  the  enemy  posted  near  the 
city  of  Baltimore ;  and  thus  closed  an  ho* 
nourable  life,' while  yet  at  an  early  age, 
and  in  the  midst  of  a  course  of  the  nsoat 
meritorious  services  to  his  country,  which 
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deeply  laments  bis  loss ;  and  to  assure  bis 
Royal  Highness,  that  this  House  will  make 
good  the  expense  attending  the  satne/' 

Mr.  Whiisked  Kecne  apologized  for  rising 
a  second  time  on  the  same  evening  to 
ofler  bis  sentiments ;  but,  after  an  attend- 
ance of  three  score  years  in  that  House, 
he  was  too  well  aware  of  its  disposition, 
to  doubt  its  indulgence.  He  felt  a  deep 
intereaH  in  the  motion  which  had  just  been 
tnade,  for  he  bad  been  long  and  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  brave  officer  who  was 
its /lamented  object*  He  bad  known  bis 
father,  who  highly  distinguished  himself 
IQ  the  campaigns  of  1757  and  1758|  and 
under  whose  immediate  instruction  this 
young  man,  bis  third  son,  was  brought 
into  bis  military  career.  No  doubt  the 
House  would  amply  recompense  his  fa- 
mily for  the  pecuniary  privations  they 
must  sustain  by  bis  loss;  but  it  was  not  in 
their  power  to  repair  the  loss  which  the 
country  bad  sustained  of  such  a  man.  He 
possessed  the  happy  talent  of  conciliating 
by  bis  disposition,  and  instructing  by  his 
example:  he  possessed,  indeed,  all  those 
private  and  distinguished  qualifications  by 
which  alone  a  commander  could  acquire  the 
full  confidence  of  his  men.  His  military 
knowledge  was  ^great  and  complete;  for 
it  had  been  the  result  of  practice  and  con- 
stant experience ;  while  bis  foresight  and 
example  in  ihe  field  were  such  as  to  ex- 
cite the  enthusiasm  and  reverence  of  those 
whom  be  led  to  victory.  It  was  highly 
gratifying  to  the  House  to  hear  the  de- 
tails of  bis  successes,  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  so  interestingly  described ; 
and  he  was  sure  that  there  could  be  but 
one  feeling  on  the  subject  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Pwuonhf  said,  it  was  impossible  for 
any  person  who  had  known  so  much  of  the 
character  of  general  Ross  as  had  fallen  to 
his  lot  to  do,  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  this 
occasion.  There  sever  lived  a  man  who 
deserved  more,  or  who  had  received  more 
of  the  confidence  and  affection  of  those 
who  served  under  bim,  than  this  lamented 
individual.  Whether  in  the  field,  or  else- 
where, he  was  alike  distinguished  for  ten- 
derness and  gentleness.  In  private  life 
there  never  lived  a  man  more  distinguish- 
ed for  social  virtues,  and  for  all  the  amia- 
bilities of  human  natute.  The  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  having 
intimated,  that  it  was  intended  to  make 
pecuniary  provision  for  the  family  of 
general  Ross,  be-  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  on  that  subject.  He  was  desirous 
•f  stating,  that  it  was  the  wish,  liie  ardent 


wish,  of  her  who  bad  been  dearest   to 
general  Ross,  to  have  it  understood,  that 
she  never  sought  or  expressed  a  hope,  in 
any  way,  directly  or  indirectly,  that  she 
or  her  family  should  stand  chargeable  to 
the  country*    He  mentioned  this  circum* 
stance,  because,  perhaps,  it  might  furnish 
additional  reasons  for  yielding  that  pro* 
vision'  to   which  every  individual   moat 
allow  the  family  of  general  Ross  were 
most  eminently  entitled.    It  was  impoo- 
sib|e  to  add  to  the  eulogy  which  had  been 
passed  on  general  Ross:  there  was  one 
thing,  however,  which  be  could  not  help 
remarking.    He  was  sorry  that  the  gallant 
genera]  had  been  selected  as  the  indivi* 
dual  to  execute  those  plans  of  vengeance^ 
which,  be  had  hoped,  bad  been  abolished 
in  civilized  warfare.    He  did  not  mean  to 
say,  that  the  Americans  did  not  deserve 
punishment  for  the  outrages  of  which  they 
had  been  guilty ;  but  be  was  sorry,  in  one 
sense,  that  the  execution  of  that  punish- 
ment should  have  fallen  to  general  Ross, 
as  there  never  lived  a  man  who  would 
have  felt  more  pain  in  executing  such  an 
order,  unless  impelled  by  dire  necessity. 
In  another  sense,  he  was  glad  that  he  was 
chosen  on  this  occasion,  because  be  be- 
lieved there  was  not  a  man  in  the  British 
service  who  would  have  carried  the  orders 
into  execution  in  a  manner  less  injurious, 
or  attended  with  less  mischievous  conse- 
quences.    In  conclusion,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  expressed  a  hope,  that  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  family  of  general  Ross 
having  never  expressed  a  desire  for  remo- 
neration,  would  operate  as  an  additional 
claim  on  the  liberality  of  the  House. 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  confirm* 
ed  the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, as  to  the  family  of  general  Rosi 
having  abstained  from  makmg  any  de- 
mand on  the  government  for  remunera- 
tion for  the  severe  loss  they  had  sustained, 
and  observed,  that  he  considered  this  aa 
an  additional  motive  for  carrying  into 
eifect,  in  the  most  liberal  manner,  the  wish 
expressed  by  general  Ross  in  his  dying 
moments. 

Mr.  H^hread  said,  that  as  be  had  ani- 
madverted upon  the  attack  of  Washington, 
on  a  former  evening,  he  thought  it  proper 
to  declare,  that  he  never  meant  to  cast 
the  slightest  blame  upon  the  conduct  or 
character  of  general  Ross.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  fully  concurred  with  the  senti- 
ments of  bis  right  hon.  friend,  that  it  waa 
happy  for  humanity,  and  the  credit  of  the 
empire^  that  the  extraordinary  order  upoa 
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that  occasion  had  been  entrusted  to  an 
officer  of  so  much  moderation  and  justice. 
Mr.  C.  Gram,  jun.  passed  a  high  eulo- 
gium  on  the  character  of  general  Ross. 
He  compared  his  conduct  to  that  of  a  ce- 
lebrated conqueror  of  antiquity,  and  quoted 
a  passage  from  Sallost»  as  applicable  to  his 
great  talents  and  humanity.  It  might  be 
said  with  great  justice  of  the  departed 
general,  that  although  his  country  could 
•opply  others  of  equal  ability  in  his  place. 


yet  his  name  had  been  made  sacred  by 
bis  bravery  and  unfortunate  end. 

The  motion  for  the  Address  was  then 
put,  and  carried  new.  con. 

AbSTBACT    07    THE    ArMT    EsTIMATBS, 

FROM  23th  Dbc.  1814,  to  24th  Jokb  1815.] 
Lord  PalmerUon  presented  the  Estimates 
of  the  Army  Services  for  25th  December 
1814,  to  24th  June  1815,  of  which  the 
following  is  an  Abstract : 


ABSTRACT  of  the  Estimates  of  Army  Services,  from  25th  December  1814,  to 

24rh  June  1815;  both  days  inclosive. 


].— Land  Forces  (including  Tarioos 

Miscellaneous  Services 

2w— -Regiments   in    the  East   Lidia 

Company's  Territories  ••• 

5.— -Troops  and  Companies  for  Re- 

cruiting  Do.   ...•• 

4.— Disembodied  Militia v* 

5. — Pay  of  General  Officers   

0. — Staff  and  Gar/isons  

7..— Full    Pay    for    Supernumerary 

Officers  • 

8.— Public*  Departments ••• 

9. — ^Exchequer  Fees    ..••• 

10.— Half-PayandMilitary  Allowances 
11. — In* Pensioners    of   Chelsea   and 

Kilmainham  Hospitals  

12.— Got* Pensioners  of  Ditto   • 

13..^Widows'  Pensions 

14... Volunteer  Corps    ...•••• •••«. 

15. — Local  Militia •... •• 

16. — Foreign  Corps  

17.— Royal  Military  College  ••••••••• 

1 8.— -Royal  Military  Asylum  .••.••••• 

10* — Allowances  to    Retired    Chap- 
lains, 8cc«.. • 

20.— -Medicine8,and  Hospital  Expenses 
2 1  .—Allowances  on  the  Compassionate 
List,  and  as  of  the  Royal  Bounty 
22. ^Commissariat  Department,  (Ire- 
land)   

23.— Barrack  Department,  Ireland  ••• 
24.— Superannuated  Allowances,  &c. 


Deduct  the  Regiments  in  the  East 
India  Company's  Territories 
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Naval  Administration.]  The  Earl  of 
Damley  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move 
for  certain  papers  relative  to  the  conduct 
of  the  na? al  department  in  the  course  of 
the  American  contest.  This  he  did  for 
the  purpose  of  affording  an  opportunity  to 
the  noble  viscount  at  the  head  of  that 
department,  to  make  good  the  assertions 
which  he  had  made  in  his  defence  on  the^ 
first  day  of  the  session.  A  very  genera] 
opinion  prevailed,  that  blame  existed 
■omewhere;  and,  therefore,  it  mutt  be 
desirable  for  those  who  had  the  manage- 
ment of  the  naval  department  at  home,  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  shewing,  if  they 
could,  that  the  blame  did  not  rest  with 
them.  '  He  could,  therefore,  hardly  anti- 
cipate any  objection  to  the  motions  which 
he  was  about  to  submit  to  their  lordships, 
especially  after  the  candid  and  fair  manner 
in  which  the  noble  viscount  had  treated 
the  subject  on  the  first  day  of  the  session. 
First,  then,  in  order  to  give  the  noble 
viscount  the  opportunity  of  proving,  by 
official  returns,  the  accuracy  of  his  state- 
ments with  respect  to  the  number  of  sea- 
men taken  from  the  Americans  in  the 
course  of  the  contest,  he  should  move, 
"  for  a  return  of  the  number  of  seamen  so 
taken,  specifying  the  yeai's  ih  which  they 
had  been  taken  respectively."  The  noble 
viscount  had  also  made  a  statement  respect- 
ing the  amount  of  ships  of  war  taken  from 
the  Americans  in  the  course  of  the  present 
war  with  America*  With  respect  to  the 
American  ships,  it  was  material  to  observe 
that  their  ships  had  a  great  advantage 
over  ours  of  the  same  class,  not  only  in 
point  of  numbers  of  seamen,  but  also  in 
the  quality  of  these  seamen.  The  crews 
on  board  their  ships  of  war  were  all  prime 
seamen,  while  in  ours  a  great  proportion, 
even  in  the  best  manned  vessels,  consisted 
of  landsmen  and  boys.  If  this  arose  firom 
a  deficiency  of  seamen  on  our  side  for  the 
various  purposes  for  which  they  were 
required,  it  might  be  worth  while  to  con- 
sider whether  a  supply  might  not  be  pro- 
cored  by  putting  out  of  commission  a  great 
number  of  vessels,  which,  as  he  understood, 
though  employed,  were  of  very  little  use  ; 
and  which,  to  \ise  ihe  sea- phrase,  could 
neither  fight  nor  run.  In  order  to  have 
the  best  possible  information  as  to  the 
■tattt  of  the  American  ships*  be  shooU 
move  for  '*  an  account  of  the  number  of 
•hips  of  war  takeb  from  the  Americans, 
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or  destroyed,  in  the  course  of  the  contest ; 
specifying  the  number  of  guns,  seamen, 
and  boys  on  board  of  each  vessel."     He 
should  then  move  for  a  like  account    of 
British  ships  of  war  taken  or  destroyed  by 
the  Americans.     The  noble  viscoant  had 
stated  on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  tbe 
number  of  American  merchant  ships  said 
to  have  been  taken  from  the  Americans  ; 
and  in  order  to  give  him  an  oppfM'tiinity 
of  verifying  that  part  of  his  statement,  hie 
should  move  for  *'  an  account  of  the  num- 
ber of  merchant  ships  taken   from    the 
Americans,  or  destroyed,  in  the  course  of 
the  contest,  specifying  the  amount  of  ton* 
nage  of  each  vessel.''    The  noble  viscount 
had  adverted  to  the    rate   of  insurance 
during  the  present  war  with  America,  as  a 
criterion  by  which '  to  judge  of  the  pro- 
tection afibrded  to  our  trade,  and  the  little 
advantage  the  Americans  had  over  us  in 
point  of  captures:    but  it  was  not   suf- 
ficient to  ascertain  what  was  the  rate  of 
insurance  at  one  or  two  particular  periods ; 
it  was   requisite   that  the  average   rate 
should  be  given,  calculated  upon  the  time 
during  U'hich   the  war    had    continued. 
He  therefore  would  move  for  **  an  account 
of  the  average  rate  of  insurance  since  the 
commencement  of  the  contest  with  Ame- 
rica.''   The  noble  viscount  must  be  aware, 
that  very  strong  representations  had  been 
made  |o  tbe  Admiralty  on  the  subject  of 
convoys.  '  A  general  impression  appeared 
to  prevail,  that  in  this  respect  the  Admi- 
ralty had  been  very  deficient,  and  had 
returned  but  unsatisMictory  answers  to  the 
representations  which  were  made  to  them 
on  the  subject.    It  was  proper  that  this 
matter,  too,  should  be  brought  under  the 
consideration    of    parliament;     and   he 
should  therefore  move  for  **  copies  of  the 
correspondence   between  the    Board   of 
Admiralty  and  the  British  merchanu,  on 
the  subject  of  convoys,  and  the  protection 
of  trade  and  the  coasts."     The  noble 
viscount  had  stated,  on  the  first  day  of  tbe 
session,  that  all  the  requisitions  for  supplies 
in  Canada  had  been  anticipated  by  double 
the  amount.     But,  in  whatever  manner 
ministers    might  share    the  blame  with 
others,  it  was  clear  that  they  were  respon* 
sible  in  tbe  first  instance ;    and  notwith* 
standing  what  had  pasted  last  night,  be 
thought  it  right  to  move  for  **  an  account 
of  the  supplies  furnished  for  the  armaments 
on  the  lakes,  the  state  of  the  American 
aunaments  there  at  the  commencement  of 
the  contest,  t(ie  preparations  made  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain  to  meet  them«  and 
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the  itate  oF  the  British  armamenU  at  the 
close  of  each  campaign.'^  There  could  be 
no  reasonable  objection  te  give  ibis  account 
up  to  the  close  of  the  last  campaign.  He 
asMre4  the  noble  Titcoaot  thai  he  should 
he  very  happy  if  the  Admiralty  could 
clear  themselves,  and  show  that,  as  far  as 
depended  on  them,  the  naval  department 
bad  been  conducted  in  the  best  possible 
mannen  But  certainly  an  impression  to 
the  contrary  very  generally  prevailed, 
fLod  therefore  H  was  the  more  incumbent 
•n  the  noble  viscount  to  ag^ee  to  these 
motions,  and  to  any  others  that  might  be 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  fuU  and 
complete  investigation.  .The  noble  viv* 
count  bad  candidly  expressed  his  willing^ 
nesa  to  furnish  inSDrmation  and  meet 
inquiry,  and  be  hoped  no  objection  would 
now  be  made  to  the  production  of  the 
papers  for  which  he  was  about  to  moive ; 
and  hir  his  own  part;  he  promised  to  pro« 
eeed  in  the  inquiry  with  an  unprejudiced, 
impartial*  and,  if  he  aught  so  expfen 
bmiself,  a  jodicial  mind. 

Visconnt  MehiUe  said,  that  the  noble 
earl  had  done  him'no  more  than  justice, 
in  admittmff  that  he  had  always  professed 
bimstlf  willing  to  make  out  the  lacts 
which  he  bad  stated  on  tbe  first  day  of 
the  session.  He  waa  ready  to  give  the 
noble  earl  every  possible  information  on 
the  subject ;  and  if  he  objected  to  any  of 
these  motions,  it  would  not  be  from  any 
wish  to  withhold  any  docmnents  or  evi* 
dence  that  could  throw  light  on  the  points 
to  which  the  attention  of  their  lordships 
had  been  called,  but  because  they  required 
iaformalion  relative  to  particolara  jibout 
whieb  no  official  infermalien  conld  be 
given.  The  noble  earl  had  observed,  thai 
a  very  general  impression  prerailed  in  the 
public  mind  that  th^  Admiralty  had  not 
done  its  duty,  especially  as  far  as  respected 
convoys  and  the  protection  of  trade  and 
die  coasts.  That  representatione  on  that 
head  had  been  made  to  the  Admiralty,  was 
perfectly  well  known;  but  when  tbe 
noble  earl  said,  that  a  general  impression 
of  a  neglect  of  duty  in  the  Admiralty 
existed,  he  was  convinced  that*  aa  Ihr  as 
regarded  those  who  were  beat  informed 
cm  the  subject,  the  noble  earl  was  very 
mach  mistaken.  Neither  their  lordships 
nor  the  noble  earl  himself,  he  presumed, 
wtshed  him  to  go  into  any  detail  on  that 
bead  at  present :  but  he  should  be  fully 
prepared  to  justify  tbe  conduct  of  the  Ad- 
miraltjT  when  the  proper  time  arrived. 
Following  tbe  example  of  the  noble  e«rl. 


he  should  now  say  a  few  words  as  tp  each 
of  these  motions,  without  waiting  till  they 
were  separately  put.  The  first  fnotton 
was  for  an  account  of  the  number  of  sea* 
men  taken  from  tbe  Americans  in  the 
course  of  the  contest,  specifying  the  yean 
in  which  they  were  taken  respectively. 
To  this  motion  he  had  no  objection,  with 
the  exception  of  the  last  pan  of  it,  which 
could  not  be  made  out  without  extraor- 
dinary iaboor  and  aiteniion  on  tbe  part 
of  the  office  which  might  be  called  upon 
to  furnish  it.  Still,  if  the  noble  earl  in- 
sisted upon  it,  that,  too,  might  be  supplied. 
With  respect  to  the  American  ships  of 
war  taken  and  destroyed,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  that  morion.  Tbe  noble  earl 
had  there  introduced  some  observations 
relative  to  tbe  manner  in  which  the  Ame- 
rican ships  were  manned,  compared  with 
the  QK)de  in  which  tbe  crews  of  the  British 
ships  were  made  up.  He  had  no  accurate 
information  as  to  the  method  pursued  by 
tbe  Americana,  nor  as  to  the  number  of 
boys  on  board  their  ships,  though  he  had 
heard  something  on  that  subject;  but  as^ 
far  as  regarded  tbe  British  ships,  it  had  aU"* 
ways  been  the  practice  to  have  a  consi* 
derable  proportion  of  boys  on  board  the 
ships  of  war ;  and  it  was  a  system  which 
ought  net  to  be  discontinued,  for  be  was 
conrinced  that  this  was  the  best  source  of 
supply  of  prime  seamen  for  the  navy. 
The  noble  earl  had  also  observed,  that  be 
understood  there  were  a  great  number  of 
almoet  useless  vessels  in  commission,  which 
might  he  withdrawn,  and  the  men  turned 
over  into  the  more  serviceable  ships ;  but 
the  noble  earl  was  very  much  mistaken,  if 
he  imagined  that  the  description  of  vessels 
to  which  he  had  alluded  were  useless. 
Though  not  employed  as  cruizersi  yet 
they  were  very  useful  on  convoys;  and 
the  number  ought,  perhapsi  if  it  were 
convenient,  to  be  rather  incKased  tbna 
diminished.  With  respect  to  the  motion 
lor  an  account  of  the  British  ships  of  war 
taken  or  destroyed  by  the  Americans,  he 
had  no  objection  to  that.  The  next  motion 
was,  for  an  account  of  the  number  of  mer- 
chant ships  taken  or  destroyed  by  the  Ame^ 
ricansi  with  tbe  number  of  men  and  amount 
of  tonnage  in  each.  Here  it  must  be  ebeerv- 
ed,  that  it  was  impossible  to  furnish  aregnlar 
account  of  those  vesselsthat  bad  been  taken 
by  privateers,  of  wbieh  there  were  a 
great  number  on  the  American  coast.  All 
that  could  be  done  was,  to  present  an  ao- 
connt  of  such  aa  had  been  taken  by  hit 
Majesty'a  ships,  and  '  reported  lo  the  Ad» 
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miratty;'  and  therefore  he  proposed  to 
add  these  words  to  the  motion.  This  would 
give  the  noble  earl  an  advantage  upon 
which  he  might  fairly  argae,  and  he  was 
welcome  to  that  advantage.  Bat  he  re* 
peated  the  statements  which  he  had  made 
on  the*  first  day  of  the  session  as  to  the 
number  of  seamen  taken,  which  admitted 
of  ofiicial  proof;  and  also  as  to  the  number 
of  vessels  of  war,  of  guns,  and  of  mer- 
chant ships  taken  and  destroyed,  which 
would  be  partly  proved  by  official  docu- 
«ments;  though  something  must  be  derived, 
with  repect  to  the  merchant  ships,  from 
other  sources.  The  next  motion  was  for 
a  like  account  of  the  British  merchant 
ships  taken  bv  the  Americans.  To  this 
he  must  decidedly  object,  because  there 
was  no  office  from  which  it  could  be  fur- 
nished. Then  followed  the  metion  re- 
specting the  rate  of  insurance,  to  which 
he  had  precisely  the  same  objection :  but 
the  noble  earl  could  be  at  no  loss  in  getting 
that  information  from  other  sources.  As 
to  the  subject  of  the  Canadian  supplies, 
he  had  said  on  a  former  occasion,  that 
these  supplies  had  been  anticipated  in 
double  toe  amount  required :  but  when 
he  said  so,  he  must  be  understood  as 
•peaking  of  the  general  supplies;  for  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  speak  with  cer- 
tainty as  to  each  particular  requisition. 
The  general  statement  he  adhered  to,  and 
was  ready  to  prove ;  but  when  he  pro- 
fessed himself  ready  to  do  so,  he  did  not 
mean  to  pledge  himself  to  agree  to  go  into 
a  committee  of  inquiry,  and  to  hear  evi- 
dende  at  the  bar.  All  he  meant  was,  that 
he  would  willingly  give  the  noble  earl 
every  Information  possible  on  the  subject ; 
and  when  that  came  before  the  Housci  it 
would  be  for  their  lordships  to  judge  whe- 
ther any  further  proceedings  ought  to  be 
entered  into  or  adopted.  He  conceived 
that  this  motion  respecting  the  Canadian 
supplies  had  better  be  withdrawn  for  the 
present,  as  their  lordships  had  already 
agreed  to  postpone  the  investigation  of 
the  subject.  Then,  as  to  copies  of  the 
correspondence  of  the  board  or  Admiralty 
ivith  merchants  on  the  subject  of  convoys, 
it  was  perfectly  impossible  to  prepare  such 
a  mass  of  papers  in  any  reasonable  time. 
If  the  noble  earl  was  desirous  to  have  the 
representations  to  the  Admiralty  produced, 
or  any  particular  paper  or  papers^  these 
might  be  furnished ;  bat  there  was  hardly 
a  day  on  which  some  correspondence  did 
not  take  place  on  the  subject  of  convoys, 
•od  th^  whole  would  form  a  mass  which 
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could  not  be  prepared  in  the  conne  of  the 
present  session.  He  concluded  by  re- 
peating, that  it  was  his  anxious  wish  to 
give  every  information  in  his  power  rela- 
tive to  the  conduct  of  the  Admiralty,  and 
that  he  was  willing  to  agree  to  the  motions, 
with  the  exceptions  and  under  the  lioiita* 
tlons  which  he  had  stated. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmare  observed,  that 
a  part  of  what  had  ntllen  from  the  noble 
viscount  suggested  to  his  mind  a  question 
or  two,  which  he  thought  of  some  import- 
ance. He  had  adverted  to  the  large  nunsber 
of  American  prisoners,  and  the  larger  that 
number  was  found  to  be,  the  stronger  it 
would  make  in  favour  of  the  noble  dis- 
count's case.     A  part,  and  he  believed  no 
small  one,  of  those  prisoners,'  appeared  to 
be  made  up  of  persons  jierving  in  oar  navy 
as  seamen,  who  were  Americans^  and  who, 
if  they  continued,  would   be  under  the 
necessity  of  fighting  against  their  country ; 
they  were  therefore  discharged,  and  sent 
home  in  our  ships  as  prisoners  of  war. 
That  measure  was  wise,  as  it  would  be  im« 
proper  to  set  these  men  adrift ;  but  if,  in 
the  aggregate  number  stated  by  the  noble 
viscount,  these  persons  so  serving,  and 
who,  by  a  voluntary  act  of  theirs,  could 
have  been  converted  into  prisoners  of  war, 
were  included,  it  would  lessen  the  number 
of  that  class  in  a  two -fold  degree,  as  the 
amount  of  prisoners  was  so  much  dimi- 
nished, and  an  equal  number  drawn  from 
the  efiective  manning  of  our  ships  of  war. 
He  trusted,  however,  the  number  stated 
by  the  noble  viscount  were  bond  fide  pri* 
soners  of  war.    The  noble  viscoont  had 
stated,  that  applications  were  made  respect* 
ing  convoys  every  day,  and  that  the  bulk 
was  enormous;  but  it  became  an  important 
question,  what  portion  of  that  bulk  was 
rormed  of  complaints  on  the  subject ;  and 
he  believed  no  quarter  in  such  a  case  could 
be  made  the  object  of  crimination,  hot 
the  board  of  Admiralty.     He  hoped  the 
attention  of  parliament  would  be  seriously 
turned  to  this  particular  subject,  as  he  be- 
lieved that  the  honour  and  character  of 
the  British  navy  had  been  much  tarnished 
by  the   unfortunate  occurrences  on  the 
coast  of  America. 

Viscoont  Mdville  spoke  in  explanation, 
and  in  the  first  place  with  regard  to  the 
point  of  the  individuals  who  had  been  in 
our  service,  and  discharged  on  the  ground 
alluded  to  by  the  noble  earl,  whether  these 
persons  were  included  in  the  account  or 
not.  He  had  to  observe,  that  the  account 
was  furnished  from  the  Transport-offiQe« 
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find  be  believed  it  woald  appear  that  such 
persons  were  not  included.  Bat  possibly 
they  might ;  and  he  wished  not  to  be  un- 
derstood as  speaking  positively  to  the 
point.  But  he  could  assure  the  noble  earl 
their  nombers  did  not  make  a  very  mate- 
rial difference;  and  when  the  aggregate 
number  of  the  whole  prisoners  was  taken 
at  50,000  seamen,  be  was  assured  the 
proportion  of  these  persons  was  not  of 
considerable  magnitude,  he  meant  of  those 
who  were  actually  placed  in  a  state  of 
confinement.  Those  seamen  who  had 
been  pressed,  of  that  country,  were  re- 
leased and  sent  home;  and  those  who 
had  entered  voluntarily,  were  discharged, 
on  giving  some  proofs  that  they  were  of 
that  description;  but  at  all  events,  the 
numbers  of  such  persons  ought  to  be  pro- 
duced. The  next  point  adverted  .to  by 
the  noble  earl,  respected  the  question  of 
the  representations  made  to  the  board  of 
Admiralty  on  the  subject  of  convoy :  the 
applications  were  mide  in  the  common 
course  of  business;  and  with  respect  to  the 
correspondence  that  took  place,  he  could 
assure  him  the  proportion  of  complaints 
was  small,  and  that  they  were  &w  in 
number;  and  he  pledged  himself  dis- 
tinctly, that  when  noble  lords  should 
come  to  the  consideration  of  that  question, 
to  satisfy  them  that  these  complaints  were 
without  foundation. 

The  Earl  of  Damley,  in  the  coarse  of 
m  short  reply,  stated,  that  relying  on  the 
disposition  of  the  noble  viscount  to  afibrd 
every  information  on  the  subject  which 
he  thought  he  consistently  could,  he  had 
no  objection  (o  leave  the  words  adverted 
to  by  him  out  of  the  particiilar»motions, 
nor  to  the  alteration  or  narrowing  of  the 
others,  as  suggested.  These  admissions 
were  made  by  him,  on  the  understanding 
that  the  productions  in  question  were  a 
preliminary  to  aubsequent  inquiries  upon 
the  subject  to  which  they  referred. 

The  motions  were  so  amended,  and  the 
documents  ordered  to  be  produced  ac« 
cordingly. 


Bill.  Nov.  15,  1814. 

luoed  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
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Navy  1,814,500 

To  the  Pay  master  of  the  Forces     808,000 


2,622,500 
Remains  unissued  ••••.•      377,500 
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HOUSE   OF   COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  Nooember  1 5. 

ACCOVMT  OF  DlSTaiBUTION  OF  VoTB  OF 

Cbsdit.]  Mr.  Arbuthiioi  presented  to 
the  House,  pursuant  to  their  order,  the 
foUowiag 

Aceount  of  the  Distribution  of  the  Vote 
of  Credit,  for  the  Service  of  the  Year 
1814. 
(VOL.  XXIX.) 


C.  Abbutumot. 
Whitehall,  Treasury  Chambers, 
14  November,  1814. 

Sbambn  and  Mabinbs'  Pension  Bill.] 
On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Croker,  for  the 
House  to  go  into  a  committee  on  the  S«a« 
men  and  Marines'  Pension  Bill ; 

Mr.  Banket  wished  to  know  what  was 
intended  to  be  done  for  those  persons 
who,  as  officers  on  the  establishment  of 
the  chest  at  Chatham,  were  likely  to  be 
removed  by  the  operation  of  this  Bill;  and 
whether  they  were  to  be  rewarded  if  dis- 
missed, and  others  to  be  sought  for  to  fill 
their  places,  who  were  entirely  new  to  the 
concern  ?  If  these  questions  were  not  sa- 
tisfactorily answered,  it  was  his  intention 
to  move  for  a  list  of  the  names,  situations, 
and  allowances  of  the  persons  whose  of- 
fices were  inunded  to  be  abolished  by  the 
said  Act. 

Mr.  Croker  could  not  but  admit  that  the 
interference  of  the  hon.  gentleman  was 
perfectly  just  and  natural.  He  had>how« 
ever,  already  prepared  a  clause  respecting 
these  offices;  and  he  had  no  objection  to 
state,  that  it  was  not  intended  to  make 
any  new  appointment,  or  to  introduce  any 
new  person,  but  to  take  them  from  the 
chest  at  Chatham,  and  place  them  in  the 
hospital  at  Greenwich. 

Sir  C  Pofe  was  glad  to  hear  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  to  dismiss  those  persons, 
who  were  mostly  old  officers,  with  a  small 
salary  for  their  (ervices.  But  if  there 
were  to  be  any  new  appointments,  be 
hoped  they  would  not  include  a  treasurer, 
or  paymaster,  to  have  the  public  money 
in  his  hands ;  as  the  sums  which  bad  ac- 
crued to  this  establishment,  in  the  course 
of  the  last  few  years,  were  considerable. 
He  hoped  that  at  least,  if  there  were  such 
an  appointment,  sufficient  security  would 
be  required ;  and  that  th^  funds  would 
not,  as  at  another  public  institution,  the 
Asylum,  be  left  in  the  power  of  an  indi- 
vidual. 

Mr.  Croker  explained,  that  the  main 
object  of  the  Bill,  as  he  had  said  on  a 
former  evening,  wu  to  coniolidate  the 

(O) 
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two  establiBhinents.  The  aUrm  of  the 
gallant  admiral  respecting  the  dismissal 
of  the  officers,  was  altogether  unfounded. 
As  to  the  paymaster,  it  was  not  intended 
to  be  a  new  appointment;  but  this  officer 
on   the  old  establishment  would  be  the 

E resent  accountant  of  the  chest,  without 
aviiig  any  thing  to  do  whatever  with  the 
funds  of  toe  hospital.  As  to  the  Asylum, 
the  galfant  admiral,  as  well  as  himself, 
being  a  governor  of  that  excellent  insti- 
tution, must  know  that  neither  the  board 
of  Admiralty  nor  the  House  of  Parliament 
bad  any  thing  to  do  with  its  internal  ma- 
nai^ement. 

The  Bill  went  through  the  committee* 
iind  was  ordered  to  be  reported  to-morrow. 

Sbparatb  Article  to  the  Treaty  of 
Stockholm.]  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer presented  the  following 

Separate  and  Additional  Article  to  the 
Treaty  of  Stockholm,  of  March  3. 
1813.  signed  at  Lelpsjc.  on  the  22nd 
of  October  1813. 

^  His  ^royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent 
consents,  that  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Swedish  army  upon  the  continent,  to  the 
num1>er  stipulated  in  the  first  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Stockholm,  of  the  3rd  of 
Sfarcb,  1813.  the  sum  of  1.200.000/.  ster- 
ling shall  be  paid  to  his  majesty  the  king 
of  Sweden,  in  equal  payments  ot  100.000/. 
sterling,  from  month  to  month,  till  the  com- 
pletion of  twelve  months,  and  so  long  as 
the  Swedish  army  shall  remain  on  the 
continent,  in  consequence  of  the  mutual 
engagements  of  the  two  high  contracting 
parties. 

''  These  payments  shall  be  made  in 
London  on  the  25th  of  each  month,  to 
commence  from  the  25th  of  the  present 
month  of  October,  to  a  Swedish  agent, 
properly  named  and  authorized  to  that 
effect,  on  the  part  of  his  majesty  the  king 
of  Sweden ;  and  in  case  the  Swedish  army 
should  return  home  before  the  twelve 
months  shall  have  expired,  the  two  high 
contracting  parties  shall  amicably  agree 
as  to  the  amount  of  the  sum  to  be  stipu- 
lated for  their  return  to  Sweden/' 

Motion  roa  Papbrs  eslatino  to 
Spain.]  Mr.  Barimg,  before  he  made  the 
motion  of  ^  which  he  Ukd  given  notice, 
wished  to  know,  with  reference  to  the 
power  res^ved  by  his  Majesty  in  his 
treaty  with  the  allied  powers,  of  furnish- 
ing either  his  contiogeat  of  troops  or  a 
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commutation,  whether  any  such  commuta- 
tion had  actually  taken  place  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  no  commutation  had  taken  place,  an4 
that  all  the  arrangements  relative  thereto 
would  be  made  by  his  noble  friend  at 
Vienna. 

Mr.  Tiemty  inquired  whether  we  had 
actually  75.000  troops  on  the  concinent  ? 

The  Ckmoelior  of  the  Exchequer  obserred, 
that  it  would  be  extremely  improper  in 
him  to  state  what  wms  the  actual  amount 
of  British  force  at  present  on  the  conti- 
nent* At  no  distant  period  the  whole  of 
the  arrangements  on  that  subject  would 
be  before  parliament. 

Mr.  Baring  confessed  his  surprise  at  th« 
kind  of  arrangement  which  had  already- 
taken  place.  By  the  treaty  between  his 
Majesty  and  the  other  allied  powers,  each 
power  was  to  keep  up  a  force  on  the  con- 
tinent of  75.000  men.  Now.  it  was  weU 
known  that  Austria.  Russia,  and  Prussia^ 
would  each  keep  up  a  force  of  double  that 
nuntber.  without  any  stipulation  whatever. 
The  agreement  was.  therefore,  though 
burthensome  to  us.  not  at  all  so  to  theou 
It  was.  in  fact,  nothing  more  than  an  ex* 
cuse  on  the  part  of  our  government  to 
pay  money  — >  a  practically  subsidiary 
treaty  with  the  continental  states.  To 
conclude  a  treaty  by  which  Austria  would 
be  bound  to  maintain,  as  well  as  ourselves^ 
ten  ships  of  the  line,  and  then  to  claim  a 
commutation  from  Austria  for  not  fulfilling 
her  part  of  the  engagement,  would  not  be 
more  absOrd  than  to  conclude  a  treaty,  by 
which  we  bound  ourselves,  as  well  as  Aos* 
tria.  to  maintain  75.000  men.  when  we 
knew  that  we  could  not.  and  that  Austria 
must  do  so.  The  subject,  however,  to 
which  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
the  attention  of  the  House,  was  the  pro- 
duction of  the  papers,  which  would  shew 
the  management  of  the  subsidary  agree- 
ment between  Great  Britain  and  Spaia 
Our  government  had  for  some  yean^ 
under  the  cover  of  a  vote  of  credit^  been 
in  the  habit  of  occasionally  sending  men 
ney  to  the  court  of  Spain,  without  any  in- 
timation to  parliament.  Such  conduct 
was  extremely  improper  and  disrespectful 
to  that  House.  From  what  had  fallen  from 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  it  appeared  that 
certain  sums  had  been  paid  to  the  court  of 
Spain  at  a  period  so  late  as  to  be  subse- 
quent to  the  treaty  of  peace  at  Paris,  and 
10  the  restoration  of  the  present  sovem- 
ment  of  Spain.  It  was  also  further  known, 
that  during  the  prosecution  of  the  yrvr. 
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large  sami  had  been  advanced  tothecoort, 
which  was  in  consequence  considerably 
indebted  lo  this  country.    The  papers  for 
wbkh  he  was  aboot  to  move,  would  ascer- 
tain what   agreement. had  been  entered 
into  with  the  court  of  Spain  sabseqaently 
to  the  treaty  of  Parisi  and  to  the  restore* 
tion  of  Ferdinand  the  7tb,  as  well  as  the 
amount  due  from  the  Spanish  to  the  Bri- 
tish government  at  the  same  time.    The 
circumstances  of  the  transaction,  which 
these    papers    would  tend    to  elucidate, 
were,  in  his  opinion,  most  extraordinary. 
Had  it  been  necessary,  in  case  of  emer- 
|;ency»  to  assist  the  Spanish  government 
in  bringing  any  of  their  troops  into  ac- 
tivity  against  a  common  enemy,  he  would 
have  been  the  last  man  to  object  to  such 
•  proceeding ;  but  if  it  should  appear  (as 
he  was  inclined  to  think  it  would  appear), 
that  at  the  time  when  the  war  in  Spain 
was  at   an  end,  when  the  troops  were 
marchingtotheir  own  homes,  when  Fer- 
dinand had  returned  to  his  capital,  and 
when  every  thing  was  perfectly  quiet,  bis 
Majesty's   government     authorised    the 
payment  to  the  court  of  Spain  of  consi- 
derable sums,    although  that  court  was 
largely  indebted  to  Great  Britain ;  he  was 
persuaded  that  this  country  would  con- 
demn their  conduct,  and  thai  they  would 
decidedly  pronounce,  that  in  any  settie- 
snent  with  the  court  of  Spain  under  such 
circumstances,  and  taking  into  considera- 
tion all  the  attendant  events,  if  we  had 
strictly  fulfilled  our  engagements,  and  no 
more«*if  iqre  had  paid  what  was  doe,  that 
would  have  been  quite  enough.    He  was 
the  more  anxious  that  this  subject  should 
receive  all  the  explanation  which  it  was 
possible  to  give,   because,  according  to 
all  the  private  accounts  from  Spain  and 
from  France,  it  was  the  general  opinion 
in  those  countries,  that  the  court  of  Spain, 
in  their  late  transactions,  had  been  sop- 
ported  and  encouraged  by  the  ministers 
of  this  country.    This  was  an  imputation 
from  which  he  was  sure  the  House  would 
be  solicitous  that  his  Majesty's  ministers 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  justifying 
themselves.    Unquestionably,  no  govern- 
ment bad  a  right  to  interfere  with  the  pri- 
vate arrangements  of  any  other  country. 
But  if  ever  there  was  a  strong  temptation 
to  forget  the  maxims  of  policy  and  pru- 
dence, itwu  in  the  case  of  Spain;  the 
more  so  because,  unfortunately,  notwith- 
standing the  glorious  and  successful  eflbrts 
which  had  been  made  in   that  country 
against  the  aggressions  of  France,  those 


efforts  had  terminated  in  setting  up  a  go« 
vemment  whose  policy  he  would  not  de- 
nominate, and  of  which  he  would  not 
even  venture  to  trust  himself  to  speak. 
The  first  act  of  that  government  was  that 
of  hostility  to  our  commerce;  and  the 
papers  which  it  was  his  wish  should  be 
produced,  would  shew  whether  that  act 
took  place  before  or  after  the  payment  of 
the  last  sum  remitted  to  the  bpanfsh  court 
by  the  British  government;  it  would 
shew  whether  the  former  waited  to  squeeze 
from  ns  the  last  sixpence  before  it  mani- 
fested its  enmity.  The  hon.  gentleman 
concluded  by  reading  the  following  Reso- 
lutions, and  moving  toe  first  of  them«  viz; 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
praying  that  lie  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  order  thlt  there  be  laid  before 
the  House,  a  copy  of  any  agreement  en- 
tered into  between  sir  Henry  Wellesley 
and  the  Spanish  government,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  any  money,  by  subsidy  or  other- 
wise, to  the  said  goTernment,  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  Paris.  2* 
That  there  be  laid  before  the  House,  an 
account  of  all  sums  of  money  that  have 
been  actually  paid  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment siace  the  restoration  of  Ferdinand 
the  7th,  and  of  the  dates  of  such  pay- 
ments. 3.  Also  an  account  of  the  sums 
at  present  due  by  the  Spanish  government 
to  this  country,  as  far  as  the  same  can  bo 
made  up.'^ 

Mr.  Wdledey  Pole  expressed  his  asto* 
nishment  at  the  remarks  with  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  commenced  his  ad- 
dress. The  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to 
think,  that  a  new  principle  had  been 
adopted  in  the  treaty  entered  into  with 
the  alHed  powers,,  and  to  consider  that 
our  agreement  to  maintain,  in  common 
with  them,  75,000  troops  on  the  continent^ 
or  to  pay  their  equivalent,  was  a  pretext 
to  s(}uander  the  public  money.  The 
principle  of  that  treaty,  however,  was 
precisely  the  same  as  that  of  all  other 
treaties  of  a  similar  nature ;  namely,  that 
the  contracting  parties  should,  in  one  way 
or  another,  be  equally  burtheoed.  He 
was  still  more  astonished  to  hear  the  hon* 
gentleman  say,  that  parliament  had  not 
been  informed  of  the  existence  of  these 
stipulations.  His  memory  perfectly  failed 
him,  if  lord  Castlereagh  bad  not  last  year 
stated  the  precise  principle  on  which  the 
treaty  was  grounded,  and  had  not  added, 
that  the  money  to  be  paid  would  be  covered 
by  the  vote  of  crediu     But  these  were 
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poinu  00  which  the  hon*  gentleman  had 
but  cursorily  touched.  His  maia  argu* 
ment  related  to  what  he  was  pleased  to 
call  the  subsidy  paid  to  the  Spanish  go* 
vera  ment  without  the  knowledge  of  par- 
liament. When  the  hon;  geutleman 
heard  the  facts,  it  was  to  be  Doped  he 
would  confess  his  error.  So  far  from  any 
money  being  paid  to  Spain  which  it  was 
not  in  the  contemplation  of  parliament  to 
pay,  the  rery  sum  alluded  to  by  the  hon. 
gentleman,  was  psrt  of  the  million  voted 
last  year  (as  it  had  been  voted  for  several 
years)  to  Spaip,  to  enable  her  to  employ 
and  pay  her  army.  This  money  had 
been,  throughout  the  war  issued  to  the 
Spanish  government,  if,  after  consultation 
Vrith  our  ambassador  and  commander  in 
chief,  they  thought  it  would  be  properly 
expended*  When  the  war  was  ended,  il 
bfcane  necessary  to  assist  the  Spanish 
government  with  money  to  enable  their 
troops  to  return  to  their  respective  homes. 
The  sum^the  payment  of  which  was  com- 
plained of  by  the  hon*  gentleman,  was  a 
two  months  instalment  of  the  million 
voted  by  parliament,  and  was  paid  on  the 
representation  of  its  necessity.  It  was, 
therefore,  by  no  means  to  be  considered 
in  the  nature  of  a  new  subsidy.  '  But,' 
said  the  hon*  gentleman,  <  why  pay  this 
money  al  a  time  when  the  court  of  Spain 
owed  you  so  large  a  sum  V  How  did 
the  fact  sund?  When  the  central  go* 
vernment  was  established  in  Spain,  it  was 
notified  to  them  by  the  British  govern- 
ment, that  although  the  million  a  year 
was  paid  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  assist* 
ing  them  in  their  exertions  by  the  pur- 
chase of  arms,  warlike  stores,  &c.  yet 
that  the  British  government  expected  that, 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  the  long 
pending  accounts  between  Jthe  two  coun- 
tries should  be  made  up.  Nos^,  he  would 
ask  if  it  was  possible  to-  wind  np  those 
accounts  at  the  period  adverted  to  }  What 
would  have  been  said  had  the  British  go- 
vernment told  that  of  Spain,  'Dismiss 
your  troops ;  we  know  yon  have  not  the 
means  of  enabling  them  to  return  to  their 
homes ;  but  do  not  expect  a  shilHng  from 
us ;  and  prepare  instantly  to  pay  ns  all 

20U  owe?'  At  that  time  Ferdinand  7 
ad  been  but  three  or  four  weeks  on  the 
throne,  and  it  was  notorious  had  not  the 
power  to  release  himself  from  his  pecu- 
niary obligation  to  this  country.  The 
hon.  gentleman,  had,  however,  concluded 
his  speech  with  some  observations,  which 
astonished  him  more  than  all  the  rest. 


Mr.  Baring'i  Motion  for 

He  had  said,  that  thefte  w$b  a  iArong  9om 
picion,  or  at  least  a  geneiyil  belief,  tbnt  mil 
the  imprudence,  and  inji»stice,  and  ty  ramiy 
of  the  Spanish  governmenti  was  instigated 
by  this  oountr|y.«*r[No !   no!    from    Mr* 
£&ring.]    Did  not  the  hon..gentleiiiftii  snj 
that  it  was  believed  the  Splnishgovcmmeiii 
had  been  supported  in  their  recent  acta  by- 
British    authority  ?      [No  !      from     Mr* 
Baring.]— Did  the  hon.  gentleman  then 
m^an  to  admit  that  his  Majesty's  miaioters 
were  incapable  of  instigating    the     acta 
which  he  had  described  ?    If  so,  then  he 
had  perfectly  mistaken  him  ;  he  begged 
his  pardon,  and  th6  dispute  between  ihena 
on  that  topic  was  at  an  end. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  that  he  certainly  never 
intended  to  impute  to  the  British  govern* 
ment  that  they  had  instigated  the  court  of 
Spain  to  the  commission  of  the  acta  of 
which  they  had  recently  been  goiltj. 
What  he  had  said  was,  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  many  persons  on  the  continent 
that  the  king  of  Spain  had  been  eacon* 
raged  generally  to  get  rid  of  the  popular 
part  of  his  government,  and  to  revert  to 
the  ancient  system. 

Mr.  WellesUy  Po/e  observed,  that  if  he 
understood  the  hon.  gentleman  corrective 
the  charge  was  not  as  he  had  originally 
supposed,  hut  that  his  Majesty's  ministers 
had  induced  the  Spanish  government  to 
return  to  the  old  state  of  tbinffs,  and  to 
deprive  the  Spanish  people  of  all  political 
liberty*  This  he  most  positively  denied : 
he  gave  it  hia  most  onquatitied  deniaL 
Perfectly  agreeing  with  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, that  It  waa*  unjustifiable  to  interfere 
with  the  internal  eoncerns  of  a  foreign  go- 
vernment, he  would,  add,  that  if  tnxmr* 
ference  coeld  hy  :p«viibjlity  be.<  ejcoosed, 
it  would  be  in  a^ase  in  ivbich  it  was  di- 
rected to  the  ameliorattenaqd  not  .to  the 
deterioration  of  the  conditiou  of  the  peo^ 
pie*  As  to  the.  motion  of  the  hon#  gen» 
tleman,  as  his  right  hon.  friend  near  him 
had  intimated  his  intention  of  laying  on 
the  table  a  paper  explanatory  of  the  sub* 
jeet,  he  should  move  the  previous  question 
upon  it*        . 

Mr.  WgkWtad  inipiifed  the,>aaKire  of 
the  paper  which  the  right'holk  gentleoMa 
opposite' intended  to.  lay  before  the  House* 

Mr.  WelMty  Poie  read  it*  It  was  en 
extract  of  a  dispateh  from  lord  Castle- 
reash  to  Sir  Henry  Wei lesley,  dated  the 
SOthof  July,  2814,  directing  tfaie  payssani 
of  a  two  months  instalmeni  of  the  sub* 
sidy  to  the  Spanish  government* 

Mr.    Wkiibrend  contended^    that  ihia 
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paper  did  Hot  comprehend  all  the  infor- 
niatioo.of  which  it  was  necetsary  thai  the 
HoMpo  #hooid  be  ^  potseuioo.  It  ap- 
peared by  itt  that  sir  Henry  Wellesley  had 
pffsTJovsly  issued  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
2)pani»h  court.  It  was  the  agreement  to 
do'thi*  for  which  his  hon.  friend  bad 
moTed.  The  dispatch  of  the  noble  lord 
was  dated  the  SOth  of  last  July.  It  was 
▼ery  extraordinary  that  an  advance  should 
bo  made  to  the  Spanish  government  so 
long  after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of 
Paris.  This  would  be  more  evident,  if  the 
situation  of  the  Spanish  armies  was  con- 
sidered at  the  time  that  this  advance  had 
been  made.  There  were  at  that  time  four 
Spanish  armies  embodied  ;  three  in  Spain* 
the  fourth,  consisting  of  14  or  15,000 
men,  S4*rving  under  ihe  duke  of  Welling- 
ton at  Thoolouse.  When  the  British  go« 
▼ernm«*nt  issued  mon«y  to  any  foreign 
power  ftM*  »  particular  purpose,  it  was  the 
duty  of  ihe  peisson  through  whose  hands 
the  money  pa^f «rdt  jk>  see  that  it  was  laith* 
ftilly  applied  mtheiabiect  for  which  it  was 
intended.  This,  bowjevoTj  was  far  from 
having  been  the  case  ;  •  ast  ho  had  been  in^* 
formed  through  those  fhannela  to  which 
(his  Majesty's  minister*  rtfosing  to  open 
any  other)  be  had  been^liged  lo  reaon, 
namely »  newspapers,  gaaenes^.  and  oiAier 
sources  of  public informalioa.fwliicfar  the 
court  of  Spain,  in  common  with  el)  iHher 
despdtic  govesnmenis,  appeared  williag, 
if  they  could*'  uutrly  to  extinguish ;  wall 
knowing  4bat  as  long  as  a  prem  tolerably 
free  nnd  well  Inler med  continued  to  exist 
in  any.  country^  it  yvaa  iropessible  that  the 
people  of  that  coootry  should  be  wholly 
broken  down  and  sobjogatffi*  He  would 
slate  what  be  bad  heard  of  the  ailuation  of 
the  Spanish  troops  in  France  returning  to 
their  own  country.  So  far  were  they 
from  having  been  .  supported  by-  ihe 
SpsQish.commissariat>(for  whiohpvetended 
purpose  the  money  wps  advanced  bfrihis 
country),  thai  they  weceactuaUy -fed  by 
the  British  commissariat,  beoause  tbey 
mus^  otherwise  have  jstanrod  !  .  With  re- 
spect 10  the  Spenisb  trojOps  in  Spain,  he 
wished  to  ask  viibf  thev  Ihe  money  which 
had  been  advanced  byabe  British  govern* 
ment,  had  not  been  i^mployed  by  the 
Spanish  government  fat :  {the  purpose  of 
marching  an  army  inden  gnieral  £lio  to 
.Madrid,  in  oidcr  to  egtia^u^h  all  that 
existed  of  freedom  in*  Spam?  If  that 
should  turn  out  to  .have  been  ihe  .fact*  it 
was  a  deed  abhorrent  from  every-Eaglish 
iaeliag»  and  nn  iatnntSDQai  cononrmnce  in. 
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which  he  would  not  attribute  to  any  man^ 
Biit  certainly  he  had  been  informed,  that 
had  it  not  been  for  British  money,  thai 
army  would  have  been  unable  to  march«^ 
tbe  Spanish  government  then  existing 
would  not  have  been  subvert^--and  the 
unhappy  Spaniards,  who  had  fought  for  and 
maintained  the  rights  of  theirungratafol 
monarch,  would  not  have  been  sent^  into 
exile  and  to  the  gallies,  a  memoraJbte 
example  of  the  base  ingratitude  of  sore* 
reigns  to  their  people.  Ii  was  a  remartci- 
able  fact,  that  tbe  English  ambassador 
was  actually  with  general  Klio  and  the 
army  which  enabled  tbe  king  of  Spain  to 
change  the  government.  [An  expression 
of  dissent  from  tbe  treasurv  bench.].  Was 
it  not  so  ^  Ue  bad  been  informed  that  il 
wss.  It  wa<  -also  rumoured  that  officera 
bearing  British  commissions  were  with 
that  army.  At  any  rati?,  it  appeared  that* 
by  the  payment  of  oui^oney,  we  had  not 
contributed  to  the  quiet  return  of  the 
Spanisih  troops  to  their  respective  homes^ 
but  had  indirectly  interfered  with  the  in«* 
ternal  government  of  Spain,  and  that  with 
consequences  which  were  all  but  sufficient 
to  warrant  a  violation,  in  another  way,  of 
the  principle  which  he  contended  ought  to 
be  invariably  preserved  on  that  subject. 
These  circumstances  demanded  a  fuller 
explanation  than  tbe  paper  oBered  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  afford;  al« 
though  he  by  no  means  accused  the  go« 
vernmentof  this, country,  or  any  man  in 
it,  of  being  base  enough  to  assist  in  the 
commimion  of  tbe  atrocities  which  had 
been  perpetrated  in  Spain,  and  he  there* 
fore  thought  his  hon.  friend  bound  to  press 
his  motion. 

Mr.  Rotmion  said,  the  observations  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  seemed  to 
him  to  have  proceeded  on  a  mistake  with 
regard  to  time.  The  fact  was,  that  king 
Ferdinand  entered  Spain  before  the  treaty 
of  Paris  was  signed,  even  before  the  Con* 
vention  of  the  SSd  of  April,  and  conse- 
quently any  sums  paid  to  him  on  the  prin« 
ciple  of  the  advances  firom  this  ooontry  to 
the  Spanish  government,  must  have  been 
made  in  tbe  early  part  of  the  year.  Sir 
Henry  Wellesley  was,  undoubtedly,  pre- 
sent with  the  king  when  he  entered  the 
kingdom.  At  that  tine  it  wu  impossible^ 
for  any  one  to  suppose  that  he  had  any 
intention  of  overturning  tbe  governmanl. 
No  one  then  knew  that  he  intended  lo  go 
to  Madrid  instead  of  proceediog  to  Va- 
lencia It  would  not  be  defied,  that,  when 
the  king  came*  he  was  thenceforward  the 
f 
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the  poft^esBion  of  a  foreign  power,  and 
peraoM  of  a  similar  description  were  not 
given  up  at  oor  reqaisjtion  ?     He  woo  Id 
ask  from  what  government,  except  when 
stipulated  by  special  treaty,  were  persons 
accused   of  crimes    given  up  when  re- 
claimed ?    He  bad  even  been  told,  that  in 
Gibraltar  murderers  had  often  not  been 
delivered  op  on  being  reclaimed ;  and  that 
it  had   been  stated  that  they  were  consi* 
dered  as  under  the  protection  of  the  Bri* 
tish  law.     It  would  not  make  any  thing  in 
favour  of  general  Smith  or  sir  James  Duff, 
that  one  of  these  men  had  made  use  of 
calumnious  expressions  against  the  Bri- 
tish forces  at  St.  Sebastian.      Libellers, 
when  tried  in  this  country,  were  often 
severely,  and  a  great  deal  too  severely 
punished ;  but  persons  accued  of  libels, 
flying  from  the  persecuting  vengeance  of 
Spain,  even  though  one  of  them  had  ca- 
lumniated the  English  army,  could  not  in 
any  view  of  the  case  be  considered  as  per- 
sons whom  the  governor  of  Gibraltarought 
to  have  given  op,  and  the  conduct  of  ge- 
neral Smith  was  thefefore  wholly  without 
excuse.  With  respect  to  the  other  of  these 
two  men,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  did  not 
know  of  what  he  was  accused.    They  did 
not  hear  that  the  slightest  order  had  been 
sent  to-sir  James  Duff  not  to  repeat  this 
conduct,  general  Smitk  bad  been  simply 
told  not  to  do  so  in  future !  These  two  un- 
fortUQ(|te  persons  were  now  exposed  to  the 
fengeance  of  the  Spanish  government,  in 
consequence  of  the  instrumentality  of  two 
British  officers,  neither  of  whom  had  any 
right  to  interfere.     [Hear,  hear!]    These 
two  persons  were  in  the  doogeon  of  the 
Spanish  government,  which  had  been  so 
well  characterised  by  a  gentkman,  a  near 
relation  of  the  ambassador  in  this  country. 
It  was  impossible   to-  suppose  that  any 
human  being  in  this  country  would  coun- 
tenance the  wicked  proceedings  of  the 
Spanish  government ;  and  yet  onr  civil  and 
military  officers  had  not  only  not  refused 
to  deliver  these  men  op,  but  had  even  lent 
themselves  in  aid  of  that    government. 
All  this,  too,  had  been  kept  so  secret  in 
the  colonial  department,  that  the  coadju- 
tors of  the  noble  lord  (Batburst)  knew  no- 
thing of  it  from  the  30th  of  June  to  this 
day.   The  letter  of  governor  Smith  shouki 
be  made  the  foundation  of  some  proceed- 
ing ;  and  he  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would 
think  proper  to  move  that  copies  of  the 
correspondence    between  general  Smith 
and  lord  Bathorst  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  Baihum  contended,  that  the  hon.  | 


gentleman  had  proceeded  further  in  bis 
animadversions  than  any  thing  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  would  warrant 
The  governor  had  acted  in  conformity  to 
what  he  conceived  to  be  the  invarsable 
custom  and  practice  of  the  garrison,  which 
was  to  deliver  up  all  criminals  who  biid 
taken  refuge  there.  In  cases  of  persons 
who  were  pursued  for  crimes  or  acts  of 
moral  turpitude,  the  rule  was  cerisHnly  a 
good  one  ;  but  doubts  nfight  be  enter* 
tained  whether  it  ooght  to  be  extended  to 
other  instances;  and  whether  persons, 
merely  guilty  of  libels  or  sedition,  onght 
to  be  delivered  up.  In  this  yiewi  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  had  considered  that  the 
governor  of  Gibraltar  bad,  in  sorrenderiog 
to  the  Spanish  government  the  two  indi- 
vidaals  in  question,  violated  the  spirit  of 
his  instroctfons ;  and  had  therefore^ordered 
him  to  desist  from  such  a  practice  in  fu- 
ture, in  terms  wiMoh  marked  their  repre- 
hension of  his  condoct. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  that  oo  looking  to  the 
letter  of  lora  Castlereagb,  it   woold   be 
found  that  the  payment  lo  the  Spanish 
government  could   not  have  been  made 
till  three  or  four  months  after  the  2Srd  of 
April.      Lord    Castlereagh's    instructioos 
were  dated  30th  of  July,  and  they  could 
not  have  been  executed  till  deep  in  the 
month  of  August.    If  this  payment  was 
made  after  all  the  different  troops  bad  ar- 
rived in  their  different  villages  and  dis- 
tricts, it  could  be  attended  only  with  the 
operation  of  aiding  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment in  the  designs  against  its  sutjects. 
When  the  date  of  the  payment  was  at- 
tended to,  he   saw  no  reason  why  oor 
claims  against  the  coort  of  Spain  shoold 
not  have  been   set  off  against   it.      He 
should  consent  to  withdraw  the  first  mo- 
tion, coptenting  himself  with  the  second 
and  third. 

Mr.  fVant,  in  jnstification  of  the  con- 
duct of  sir  James  Duff,  which  bad  been 
condemned  by  an  hon.  gentleman,  said, 
that  he  had  merely  written  to  the  goremor 
of  Gibraltar  to  state,  that  the  persons  who 
had  taken  refuge  in  the  garrison  were  not 
persons  whom  it  woold  be  proper  to  allow 
to  remain  there.  He  had  given  no  in* 
structions,  however,  that  these  persons 
shoold  be  given  op  to  the  court  of  Spain. 
Under  these  ciroumstances,  so  far  was  he 
from  considering  sir  James  Duff  reprehen* 
sible,  that  he  thought  his  conduct  was 
much  to  be  commended. 

Mr.  Whiikread.  Instead  of  beinc  com* 
mended^  sir  Jamei  Doff  should  oe  ee* 
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▼eraly  reprimanded  for  the  part  he  took, 
aa  he  could  only  kootr  through  the  me& 
diom  of  the  Spaniah  .goTeroor  of  Cad», 
that  theae  peraona  had  taken  refuge  in 
Oibraltar»  whither  they  had  been  traced 
for  the  purpotea  of  persecution. 

Mr.  Warn  repeated,  that  he  had  stated 
correctly  the  manner  in  which  sir  James 
Duff  had  acted,  whieh  waa  far  from  being 
quf-stionable. 

The  CAonctflAir  g^iil^  ficAe^iKr  concurred 
in  the  view  taken  of  air  Jamea  Duff's  con- 
duct by  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had 
•poken  laat. 

Mr.  Whklnt^d.  Will  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  consent  to  gife  up  the  letter  of 
air  J  Ames  Duff,  and  that  of  lord  Bathurst 
to  general  Smith  ? 

The  CkmietUar  rf  the  Excheguar.  I  do 
not  chink  that  would  be  advisable. 

Mr.  Baring  then  withdrew  his  Brst  mo- 
lion.  After  which  the  following  were  agreed 
to:  !•  '^That  an  humble  Address  bt*  pre- 
aented  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  that  he  will  be  graciounlv  plc-ased 
to  gire  directions  ihat  there  be  laid  before 
this  House,  extract  of  a  dispatch  from  lord 
▼iacount  Castlereagh  to  sir  Henry  Welles- 
ley,  dated  the  SOtb  of  July  18I4»  toge- 
ther with  the  date  of  the  dispatch  of  sir 
Henry  Wellesley,  to  which  the  same  is  an 
•nas^er.  2.  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House,  an  account  of  all  monies  that  have 
been  paid  to  the  Spanish  government 
aince  the  restoration  of  king  Ferdinand, 
and  of  the  dates  of  each  payment,  so  far 
na  the  same  can  be  made  up.  3.  A  state* 
went  of  the  amount  of  the  Nums  of  money 
•t  present  due  by  the  Spanisn  government 
to  this  country,  so  far  aa  the  same  can  be 
made  up." 

MoTioH  voa  Papeu  asuiTrNO  to  tub 
Civil  List  Expsnditubb.]  Mr.  Tiemey 
rose,  in  purauance  of  bis  notice,  to  move 
ibr  certain  papers  respecting  the  Civil 
List  Expenditure,  to  the  production  of 
which  he  saw  no  oHjectiun.  He  should 
make  his  motion  aa  a  motion  of  couriie, 
and  reserve  any  thing  he  had  to  say  till 
he  understood  the  grounds  apon  which 
opposition,  if  any,  waa  given  to  his  mo* 
tion.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  then 
moved,  '*  That  there  should  be  laid  before 
the  House,  I.  An  account  of  all  chargea 
on  the  civil  list,  from  the  10th  of  October 
1815,  to  the  lOihof  October  1814.  2. 
An  account  of  the  anms  applied  to  the 
civil  list  revenue  during  the  same  period  : 
ond  S.  An  account  of  Uie  expenses  incur* 
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red  in  his  Miyesty's  household,  from  th« 
5th  of  July  to  the  I  Oih  of  October,  1814.^* 

The  Ckmetiior  ^the  Exchefuer  observed, 
that  the  course  now  pursued  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  so  wholly  foreign  to 
the  usual  practice  of  the  House,  that  ho 
believed  there  was  not  on  record  a  singlo 
instance  in  which  the  House  had  called 
for  such  accounts,  except  after  some  pre- 
vious steps  taken  by  the  crown,  either  in 
the  Speech  at  the  comtnencemeot  of  tha 
session,  or  in  a  subsequent  message  to  that 
House.  The  act  of  parliament,  which 
passed  about  ten  years  ago,  had  indeed 
I  provided,  that  whenever  the  charge  should 
exceed  a  certain  sum,  the  accounta 
should  be  submitted  to  parliamentary 
inspection.  It  waa  impossible,  however, 
that  these  accounts  should  be  made 
up,  or  the  precise  amount  of  the  excess 
ascertained,  before  the  current  year  should 
have  elapsed.  The  first  quarter  subse* 
quent  to  the  last  settlement,  on  removing 
the  restrictions  from  the  Prince  Regent's 
authority,  expired  in  April ;  and  the  an* 
nual  accounts  had,  of  course,  since  closed, 
on  the  5th  day  of  that  month.  He  knew 
no  reason,  nor  could  he  divine  what 
grounds  the  right  hon.  gentleman  waa 
prepared  to  state,  for  now  departing  from 
what  had  been  the  unvaried  and  constant 
practice  of  the  House  in  reference  to  thia 
subject.  It  was  not  for  him  to  set  forth 
the  public  inconvenience  and  del^  that 
must  result  from  the  establishment  of  % 
different  rule  :  it  waa  fur  the  right  hon, 
gentleman  who  proposed  the  deviation,  to 
convince  the  House  of  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  it. 

Mr.  T^mty  said,  he  had  not  tho 
slightest  objection  to  state  to  the  Hons« 
the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to  re* 
commend  this  proceeding  to  them.  In 
the  first  place,  he  must  remark,  that  tho 
praqtioe  alluded  to  was  a  practice  dictated 
by  no  general  rule  or  standing  order,  and 
which  had,  therefore,  grown  up,  because  it 
had  never  been  before  discovered  to  be  in* 
venient.  Now  he  could  easily  conceive, 
that  it  was  a  very  proper  and  coi^jrenient 
practice  to  be  pursued,  whe|}  there  hap* 
pened  to  be  no  excess  of  expenditure  on 
the  civil  list  (or  forty  or  fifty  years  toge* 
ther :  but  when  the  case  had  been  so  la* 
menubly  slltered  of  late  years,  when  the 
civil  list  had  broken  through  every  at* 
tempt  to  guard  it  against  confusion,  and 
when  it  had  become  a  mere  mockery  to 
call  it  an  agreement  between  parliament 
and  the  crown,  was  he  to  be  precluded 
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from  all  inaulry  into  Its  new  and  growing 
burthens  ?  The  state  of  that  civil  list,  even 
as  regulated  by  act  of  parliament,  was 
a  curious  one.  When  the  restrictions 
Were  taken  off  the  Prince  Regent,  parlia- 
ment had  recognized,  but  without  justify- 
ing, a  large  excess  of  arrears  in  that 
branch  of  the  public  expenditure.  The 
accounts  then  shewed,  upon  an  average 
of  the  preceding  seven  years,  an  annual  ex- 
cess of  124,000/.  This  excess,  Mr.  Per- 
ceval, for  reasons  best  known  to  himself. 
Instead  of  fairly  meeting,  thought  fit,  and 
the  House,  notwithstanding  his  objections, 
thought  fit  to  agree  with  him,  to  recognize 
by  an  act  of  parliament,  in  providing, 
that  if  there  should  be  any  subsequent 
excess  beyond  this  average  excess  of 
124,000/.,  though  it  should  be  no  more 
than  I0,000l.,  parliament  should  be  im- 
mediately acquainted  with  it.  And  thus 
it  was,  that  they  had  since  remained  en- 
tirely in  the  dark :  at  least,  however,  he 
was  not  inconsistent  in  now  endeavouring 
lo  let  in  a  little  light  cfpon  this  subject. 
What  was 'now  the  case?  The  last  two 
years  abundantly  shewed  that  the  crown 
had  taken  full  advantage  of  that  Act,  arid 
that  arrears  bad  accumulated  till  they 
amounted,  not  to  124,00011,  but  to 
224,000/.  Under  these  circumstances,  was 
it  to  exceed  his  duty,  as  a  member  of  par- 
liament, to  ask  the  House  to  loo^  into  this 
affair  in  good  time,  whilst  they  hnd  it  yet 
in  their  power  to  check  the  evil,  rather 
than  wait,  in  order  to  know  the  whole 
extent  of  their  calamity  at  once?  Had 
nothing  occurred  in  the  last  quarter  which 
ought  to  put  them  on  their  guard  ?  He 
regretted  that  a  noble  earl  was  not  pre- 
sent (Yarmouth),  who  had,  on  a  former 
occasion,  spoken  as  the  representative  of 
the  Lord  Chamberlain's  department.  That 
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excess,  and  was  told  that  he  must  wait  till 
April,  would  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  assure  him  that  the 
excess  at  that  time  would  probably  not 
amount  to  more  than  10,000/.?  If  be 
would,  he  should  remain  satisfied,  and 
give  the  House  no  farther  trouble.  But 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  he  knew,  would 
say  no  such  thing.  Would  he  say,  that 
rumour  was  not  a  sufficient  ground  for 
such  a  motion  as  the  present  ?  He  affirmed 
that  it  was ;  but  a  ground  to  be  taken  at 
the  discretion  of  the  member.  He  did 
not  mean  every  vague  or  casual  rumour; 
but  such  a  rumour  as  amouhted  to  a  set- 
tled belief  in  the  public  mind  that  there 
were  great  and  increased  outgoings  in  the 
expenditure  of  the  crown.  He  was  for  e 
timely  application  of  parliamentary  inter- 
ference ;  he  was  against  suffering  the  evil 
to  go  its  full  length.  Did  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  doubt  that  projects  of  profuse 
expense  were  in  contemplation  ?  Had  he 
heard  of  no  plan  for  a  superb  palace? 
And  was  this  a  time,  with  such  a  view  of 
their  financial  situation  as  he  had  the  day 
before  disclosed  lo  them*  for  the  constrwC- 
tion  of  superb  palaces?  If  the  Regent  did 
entertain  these  schemes  of  costly  magni* 
ficence,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Hou^e  to 
the  country,  who  must  pay  for  the  whole, 
to  interfere,  and  prevent  their  execution. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  must  have  re- 
collected, that  there  was  an  account  last 
session  of  the  expense  of  what  was  called 
a  cotUge,  in  Windsor  Great  Park,  which 
then  amounted  to  33,000/.  He  should 
wish  to  see  from  the  accounts  what  it  was 
at  present.  Was  he  misinformed  that,  to 
prevent  the  greater  project  of  which  he 
had  spoken,  and  which  was  now  in  con- 
templation, from  being  carried  into  effect, 
the  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  bad  tried  repre- 


the  Lord  Chamberlain  did  not  hold  him- 
self responsible  in  any  manner  for  the 
expenditure  of  his  department.  It  thus 
appeared,  that  there  was  a  great  officer 
appointed  by  the  crown,  and  over  whose 
administration  of  bis  office  ministers  had 
no  control.  [Murmurs  from  the  Treasury 
bench.]  This  wasquite  a  matter  of  recol- 
lection, and  he  must  be  permitted  to  set 
his  memory  against  that  of  the  right  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite  to  him.  Was  it  to  be 
>roudered  at,  if  there  should  be  confusion 
in  a  department  in  which  there  #as  no 
responsibility,  and  over  which  there  was 
Decontrol?  When  he  now  wished  to  know 
what  was  the  actual  over  the  estimated 


noble  lord  had  then-  distinctly  said,  that    sentations  and  every  thing  else— except 


resignation  ?  A  rumour  of  such  an  addi* 
tion  to  the  great,  gprowing,  and  oppressire 
burthens  on  the  finances  of  the  country, 
was  a  sufficient  ground  for  the  productioa 
of  the  accounts  demanded.  Then  as  to 
ambassadors.  The  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  told  the 
House  that  he  would  in  future  be  caotiotts 
of  introducing  fresh  persons  into  dipio* 
matic  employments,  that  the  country 
might  not  be  burthened  with  pensions  : 
bat  had  he  not,  in  the  case  of  all  the  per- 
sons appointed  since  that  time,  departed 
from  his  promise — in  the  instances  of  sir 
Charles  Stewart,  lords  Ciancarty  and 
Aberdeeuj  all  of  whom  bad  never  before 
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been  oot  of  the  coootry  in  diplomatic 
characters  ?  They  would  see,  on  the  pro- 
duction of  the  accountfy  whether  the  enor- 
mous sppointment  of  the  ambassador  at 
the  court  of  Lifbon  was  ipcreased*  and  to 
what  amount,  by  the  expenses  of  outfit. 
We  should  then  see  the  expense  of  the 
plate  with  which  Mr.  Canning  was  |o  be 
furnished.  The  House  would  also  see,  if 
the  accounts  of  the  civil  list  were  investi- 

gated»  how  the  ZQfiOOL  to  be  giren  for  a 
ouse  at  Paris  for  lord  Wellington  was  to 
be  paid.  The  present  state  of  a&airs  in 
France  was  not»  surely,  one  in  which  any 
one  would  chuse  to  invest  money  in 
booses.  It  was  true,  he  had  beard  that 
tfjOOOl.  m  year  WM  to  be  paid  as  the  inte- 
rest of  the  purchase  money  out  of  his 
grace's  salary;  but  mean  time,  where 
was  ^he  principal  to  come  from?  As  to 
Ihe  production  of  the  accounts  being  op* 
posed,  on  the  ground  of  the  time  being 
improper,  the  case  was  this:  the  Act 
stated  that  the  accounts  should  be  pro- 
duced  within  a  month  after  the  expiration 
of  the  year  in  which  the  excess  might  take 
place.  Kow,  the  Act  happened  to  pass 
in  February,  and  the  year  did  not  expire 
till  the  5th  of  April,  nor  the  month  after, 
till  the  5th  of  May;  so  thai  the  accounts 
could  never  be  got  in  any  session  in  time 
to  make  any  comments  on  them,  unless  it 
was  the  good  pleasure  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers.  Why  he  should  not  in  the 
present  year  have  a  plain  statement  deli- 
vered in,  he  did  not  see.  He  had  shewn 
grounds  for  demanding  the  accounts ;  he 
bad  stated  good  reasons  for  beUeving  that 
Ihe  additional  sum  of  124,000/.  allowed 
hy  the  last  Act  would  be  exceeded,  espe- 
cially if  the  project  he  had  alluded  to 
were  persisted  in.  If  the  accounts  were 
not  often  looked  into,  it  would  be  at  last 
indispensably  necessary  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee, and  to  come  to  some  specific 
resolution  to  what  sum  the  seven  heads  of 
/expenditures,  called  the  seven  classes  of 
the  civil  list,  should  be  permitted  to 
amount.  The  sum  allotted  by  parliament 
to  defray  the  charges  of  the  civil  list  was 
1,030,000/.  The  amount  of  the  expen- 
dilture  last  year  was  1,349.000/.;  and  if  the 
accounts  were  delivered  to  them,  they 
would  see  that  the  expense  of  the  present 
year  was  much  more.  The  civil  list  ap- 
.peared  to  have  increased  every  time  that 
an  account  was  delivered  to  the  House  on 
the  subject ;  and  if  there  was  not  an .  in- 
quiry to  sift  the  subject  to  the  bottom, 
ihere  would  be  su^h  a  feeling  excited 


against  the  expenditure  of  the  crown,  as 
no  person  would  wish  to  see  exist.  The 
House  should  shew  the  country  in  time 
that  there  was  a  power  which  could  con- 
trol the  expenditure  of  the  crown ;  that 
they  had  their  prerogatives  as  well  as  the 
crown,  and  would  protect  the  people  from 
the  consequences  of  the  profuseness  of 
their  rulers.  If  the  motion  which  he  had 
made  was  not  carried,  it  would  be  a 
mockery  in  future  to  attempt  any  thing 
in  the  way  of  economy. 

The  Chancell4)r  qf  the  Exchequer  was  of 
opinion  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
utterly  failed  in  assigning  any  {reasons  for 
warranting  a  departure  from  that  course 
which  bad  been  hitherto  found  advan- 
tageous in  the  conduct  of  the  public  busi- 
ness. He  was  free  to  admit  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  that  he  had  no  hopes  of 
being  able,  at  the  expiration  of  the  year, 
to  show  any  reduction  in  this  branch  of 
the  expenditure.  On  the  contrary,  he  be- 
iiered  there  would  be  found  a  consider^ 
able  excess.  All  the  due  information  would 
be  submitted,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  in  a  short  time.  [Here  Mr. 
Tierney  said,  that  a  short  time  would 
satisfy  him.]  He  did  not  mean  before 
the  expiration  of  the  year,  when  the  ac- 
counts were  made  up.  He  ceruinly  did 
think  that  once  a  year  was  often  enough 
to  bring  this  subject  into  public  discussion. 
The  time,  however,  b«Ting  been  fixed  by 
parliament,  it  was  still  more  unadvisable 
to  introduce  a  new  practice.  As  to  new 
projects  of  expenditure,  and  new  edifices 
on  a  large  scale,  he  agreed  with  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  that  if  any  such  plans 
were  in  contemplation,  they  were  most  on- 
seasonable,  and  must  necessarily  require 
the  previous  sanction  of  parliament,  who 
alone  could  authorize  them*  He  could 
further  assure  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
that  whenever  the  time  should  arrive,  when 
his  resignation  should  be  necessary  for 
marking  his  opinion  upon  such  projecui, 
he  should  not  hesitate  to  take  that  step 
(hear!)  No  one,  he  believed,  would  ad- 
vise such  an  undertaking  in  the  present 
sute  of  the  finances ;  and  as  it  was  impose 
sible  that  it  could  be  carried  on  but  by 
funds  provided  by  parliament,  a  previous 
application  to  that  House  would  be  abso- 
lutely necessary*  The  right  hon.  mover 
having  been  mistaken  with  respect  to  the 
rumour  he  had  mentioned,  bad  failed  in 
the  only  strong  gnsund  he  had  sUted  for 
the  production  of  the  accounts.  He  should, 
howeyeo  shortly  advert  to  the  expense  of 
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the  diplomatic  department.  The  diploma- 
tic esiablishmeuti  not  forming  part  of  the 
regal  splendoar  of  the  crown«haa  increaned 
from  caases  to  which  he  had  called  the 
attention  of  the  House*  Indeed,  as  he  had 
before  explained,  the  increasie  of  the  civil 
list  expenditure  had  raiher  arisen  from 
political  circumstances,  than  from  any 
excess  in  the  expenses  of  the  household. 
The  appointments  of  sir  Charles  Stewart 
and  lord  Clancarty  were  of  a  temporary 
nature,  and  took  place  on  unexpected  oc- 
casions. They  entailed  upon  the  country 
DO  pensions  or  after- burthens ;  and  the 
only  satisfaction  enjoyed  by  those  persons, 
was  the  consciousness  of  having  served 
their  country  in  a  splendid,  difficall,  and^ 
unprofitable  department.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  fallen  into  one  gross  mis- 
conception, which  he  was  happy  lo  have 
an  opportunity  to  rectify,  relative  to  Mr 
Canning^B  mission  to  Lisbon.  The  sug* 
gestion  that  be  had  hastened  his  departure 
in  order  to  screen  himself  from  attack, 
could  have  very  little  weight,  as  there 
was  no  place  where  his  right  hon*  friend 
could  be  more  ready  to  appear  than  in 
that  House.'  But  it  was  said,  that  the 
mission  was  of  too  splendid  a  character. 
The  facts  of  the  case  were  these :  it  had 
become  necessary  to  relieve  sir  Charles 
Stewart  from  this  situation,  and  Mr.  Sy- 
denham was  appointed  his  successor. 
The  latter  gentleman  soon  implored  to  be 
removed,  on  account  of  the  state  of  his 
bealtb.  It  surely,  then,  could  not  be  im- 
proper  under  these  circumstances,  at  a 
time  when  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal 
was  about  to  return  to  his  ancient  territory, 
which  had  been  defended  by  British 
▼alonr  in  his  absence,  protected  in  his 
passage  by  a  British  fleet,  allied  to  British 
interests,  and  dependent  on  our  power,  to 
appoint  a  splendid  mission  to  congratulate 
bim  on  his  return,  if  this  was  a  proper 
proceeding,  there  could,  he  thought,  be 
too  objection  to  the  selection  of  the  indi- 
▼idual  appointed  for  this  purpose.  With 
respect  to  the  house  purchased  for  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  it  must  be  the  wish 
ofaM  that  hf' should  be  respectably  lodged  ; 
and  that  the  money  was  in  this  case  well 
laid  out,  was  the  opinion  of  the  persons 
consulted,  and  among  them  the  duke  of 
Wellington  himself.  It  had  been  deemed 
a  more  convenient,  splendid,  and  eligible 
residence  than  any  other  house  to  be  foand 
in  Paris.  The  purchase-money  was  to  be 
paid  within  the  term  of  four  years.  Upon 
the  whole  ? iew  of  the  right  boa.  geotle- 


manr's  speech,  he  was  satisfied  that  no  pe« 
culiar  circumstances  or  considerations  of 
sufficient  weight  had  been  stated  to  con* 
vince  the  House  that  there  exiiied  any 
necessity  for  departing  from  the  cooraa 
hitherto  observed,  and  now  aaocttoned  by 
an  act  of  parliament, 

Mr.  Tienaf  observed,  that  the  material 
rumour  stat^  by  Inm,  had  been  verified 
by  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  namely,  that  there  woald  be 
an  excess  of  expenditure  in  the  civil  list. 
Should  parliament,  be  would  ask,  enter  on 
the  question  of  the  civil  list  expenditure  ait 
the  present  time,  or  wait  till  all  the  mem* 
bers  were  going  oat  of  town  ?  As  to  tha 
purchase  of  the  house  at  Paris,  never  waa 
money  more  foolishly  and  extravagantly 
bestowed.  The  purchase-money.  it  waa 
aaid,  was  to  be  paid  in  four  arnioal  instal* 
ments.  Now  here  was  a  sum  of  O.OOUl» 
extraordinary  to  be  paid  in  the  present 
year,  which  alone  almost  amounted  to  the 
sum ;  in  the  event  of  the  expenditure  of 
which,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  ex* 
penses,  the  accounts  were  to  be  laid  before 
parliament*  As  interest  of  the  purchase- 
money,  all  future  ambassadors  were  sad- 
dled with  2^000/.  a  year  houf^e-rent,  a  good 
pretence  for  extraordinary  expenses.  The 
subject  of  house-rent  in  Paris,  since  he 
had  recently  been  there,  was  one  of  the 
few  things  on  which  he  was  better  in* 
formed  than  the  ri^ht  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer;  and  he  would  state,  that 
if  there  was  one  house  in  Paris  which 
would  fetch  2,000/.  a  year,  he  would  pay 
for  it  himself.  However,  without  diflering 
about  a  ffW  hundred  pounds, the  investing 
so  large  a  sum  in  a  house  in  Parii,  at  pro* 
sent,  was  moat  impro%iHent.  A«  lo  the 
miuion  to  Lisbon,  he  had  not  stated  that 
the  outfit  of  the  ambassador  was  mt»re  ex* 
pensive  than  UAoal,  but  that  the  appoint- 
ment, which  was  too  large,  would  be  in« 
creased  by  the  outfit.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  begun  to  defend  tfea 
appointment  of  Mr.  Canning,  as  if  he  had 
laboured  to  communicate  some  new  infer* 
mat  ion ;  but  he  bad  only  stated,  that  Mr. 
Sydenham  wished  to  return  to  this  coantry 
on  account  of  his  health.  Was  it  net  iha 
case  that  Mr.  Sydenh4m  merely  wished  to 
retom  on  leave  of  absence,  thinking  that 
the  charge  d'affaires  could  perform  the 
duties  of  his  office  in  the  mean  time  ?  Miv 
Sydenham's  salary,  as  he  was  informed, 
was  to  have  been  less  than  4.0002.  a  yean^— 
S.500/.  he  believed;  a  letter  to  signt^ 
the  rcductiofl  haviog  been  aent  by  lord 
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Catttereagb«  in  consequence  of  the  debate 
on  the  civil  list.  The  first  thing  that  was 
done  when  lord  Castlereagh.  went  abroad^ 
was  to  appoint  a  minister  on  the  same 
mission*  the  expense  of  which  he  had 
laadabiy  been  labooring  to  reduce,  with 
the  enormous  appointment  of  14^000/.  a 
year !  Why  wu  the  price  of  a  eongrato- 
lator  (for  Mr*  Sydenham  was  sent  oot  to 
congratoiate  the  Prince  Regent  of  Por- 
togal)»  which  was  so  short  a  time  ago  about 
3^00/.  now  raised  to  14,0001.?  Erery 
body  knew  Mr.  Sydenham  to  be  a  ?ery 
able  person:  whether  he  was  eloquent 
enough  for  the  occasion,  he  did  not  know : 
at  all  events,  he  might  have  got  a  speech 
written  by  pomebody  else,  and  have  said 
it  off  by  heart  (a  laugh).  Now  the  Prince 
Begent  of  Portugal,  at  the  soonest,  was  not 
expected  before  the  next  spring;  and  it 
was  doubted  by  some  whether  he  would 
arrive  at  all,  since  he  was  supposed  to  be 
tinwilling  to  expose  his  aged  mother  to 
the  fatigue  of  another  voyage  to  Europe. 
Next  spring,  then,  would  at  any  rate  haTO 
been  time  enough  to  have  sent  out  Mr. 
Canning.  But,  no;  this  splendid  embassy 
was  sent  out  at  a  time  when  we  bad  ano- 
therminister,  supported  at  a  great  expenie, 
actually  at  the  court  of  the  Prince  Regent 
in  the  Brazils;  and  a  fresh  and  totally 
superfluous  addtiion  of  14,0001.  a  year, 
amounting,  together  with  the  charges  of 
plate  and  outfit,  to  at  least  WfiOOL  this 
year,  was  thus  saddled  on  ihe  backs  of  the 
unfortunate  people  of  thi«  country.  The 
right  hon.  the  Chanrelk>r  of  the  Exche- 
quer had  considered  the  term  he  had  before 
applied  to  this  transaction,  as  too  harsh 
and  almost  unparliamentary.  He  bad  un- 
doubtedly called  it  '  a  scandalous  job.' 
The  expres«ton  would  be  frequently  found 
upon  the  records  of  that  House :  it  was, 
indeed,  quite  the  appropriate  phrase ;.  it 
was  the  very  epithet  in  use  upon  such 
.  occasions  among  all  well-dtspo«ed  chris^ 
tians :  but,  if  it  would  be  more  satisfactory 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  he'would  call 
*it  an  *  abominable'  job  (a  laugh).  But  if 
it  had  become  necessary  to  remove  Mr. 
Sydenham,  there  were  many  other  Mr. 
Sydenhams  who  would  have  been  very 
bappy  in  the  appointment,  less  able  per- 
haps than  that  gentleman,  and  of  course 
less  etoquent  thsn  the  present  ambassador. 
Ho  hardly  knew  how  it  happened,  but 
there  was  not  one  among  the  partfamns  of 
Mr.  Canning,  not^a  single  friend  enlisted 
in  his  mptad,  if  that  was  a  parliamentary 
woid,  who  had  not  ^ontriYed  to  get  sem^ 
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thing.  Some,  who  could  get  nothing  better, 
had  taken  baronetcies ;  and  if  he  wan  not 
greatly  deceived,  he  had  then  an  embryo- 
baronet  in  his  eye  (a  laugh).  It  was  frke 
the  last  lottery,  where  there  were  no 
blanks,  but  all  prizes.  He  had  no  doubt 
of  Mr.  Canning's  dexterity  in  bis  new 
office,  and  that  at  least  he  would  furnish 
an  abundance  of  fine  language.  Was  it 
not  true  that  the  right  hon.  ambanador 
had  declined  acceptmg  any  post,  till  he 
at  length  consented  to  go  to  lishon  when* 
ever  the  Prince  Regent  should  return  to 
Europe?  And  was  it  through  any  sus« 
picion  that  this  event  might  not  take  place, 
that  he  afterwards  listened  to  the  prudent 
suggestion  of  accelerating  his  departure, 
lest  his  services  should  never  be  required 
at  all }  Tlie  case  was  so  irresistible,  that  if 
the  House  desired  to  prove  they  were  in 
earnest,  and  were  rather  determined  to 
stand  by  the  people  in  their  difficulties, 
than  indulge  in  idle  compliments  to  the 
crown,  they  must  cheerfully  concur  with 
his  proposition. 

Mr.  Hu^kium  contended,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  completely  failed  in 
making  out  a  caae  to  prove  the  propriety 
of  laying  bef<»re  the  House  the  documenta 
called  for.  Until  the  year  1804,  no  ac- 
counts of  this  natt  e  were  ever  produced, 
unless  when  a  message  from  tne  crown 
announced  an  exceeding  in  the  civil  list; 
although,  prior  to  that  period,  he  believed 
the  arrears,  in  particular  departments,  wer^ 
frequently  very  great  In  1804,  in  con- 
seqoenre  of  seven  quarters  lieing  due  in 
some  of  the  departments,  parliament  waa 
called  upon  to  look  mm  the  state  of  the 
civil  list,  and  n  very  large  sum  was  voted 
to  cover  the  deficiency.  An  act  was  tbeii 
passfd,  by  which  it  was  provided,  that  if 
any  ^branch  of  the  civil  Itut  wan  more  than 
two  quarters  in  arr^ar,  th^n  the  account 
shoula  be  submitted  to  parliament.  Now, 
It  was  quite  sufficient  to  mnitinn  this  sta- 
tute, for  the  purpose  of  %hewin(t  ^bat  the 
senile  of  the  leginlature  wan  on  the  subject. 
The  enactment  to  which  he  hail  reft:rred9 
clearly  proved,  that  a  motion  for  papera 
of  this  description  was  not,  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  kuppose,  a  mere 
matter  of  course;  but  that,  in  certaia 
cases  only,  they  were  to  be  laid  before 
parliament.  Then  came  the  second  act, 
of  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
spoken;  by  which  it  was  provided,  that 
ir  the  civil' list,  on  any  foture  occasion, 
exceeded  the  average  of  the  nine  precede 
'ing  years^  an  accoanl  of  Um  expewiitura 
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should  be  placed  on  the  table:  Bat  the 
right  hoo.  gentleoian  had  oot  proved  that 
any  breach  of  either  of  these  acts  of  par- 
liameot  had  taken  place.    Many  of  the 

Joints  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
ad  touched  upon*  were  so  completely 
aoswisred  by  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  there 
was  f^o  necessity  for  him  to  notice  them. 
Bat  he  felt  it  necessary  to  make  a  few  ob- 
aervatipns  on  that  part  of  his  speech,  in 
which  he  had  made  a  personal  attack  on 
bis  right  hon  friend  (Mr.  Canning).  He 
seemed  to  have  entirely  misconceived  his 
right  hon.  friend's  appointment.  He  had 
stated,  on  what  authority  he  knew  not, 
that  lord  Castlereagh  had  reduced  Mr. 
Sydenham's  appointment,  at  the  court  of 
Usbpo,  to  3i300/. :  if  bis  lordship  had 
done  this,  jt  mu«t  have  been  under. the 
impri^ion  that  his  appointment  was  not 
of  a  permanent  nature.  Now  the  rank  of 
that  court,  and  the  dignity  which  it  was 
jdecessary  for  the  representative  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britam  to  support  there, 
required  at  least  a  minister  plAuipoten- 
tiarv.  The  salary  of  an  officer  of  th$t 
rank  was  not  S,500/.  but  6,000/.  per  an- 
jnum.  Therefore,  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man must  either  boinnder  a  mitt^ke  with 
respect  to  Mr.  Sydenham's  salary,  or 
his  appointment  could  only  have  been 
that  odf  charge  d'affaires.  It  was  not 
improbable,  in  consequence  of  the  extra- 
ordinarv  expenses  incurred  ih  the  diplo- 
matic department,  at  Madrid  and  Lisbon, 
in  the  two  preceding  years,  that  orders 
anight  have  been  issued  to  contract  them 
as  much  as  possible;,  but  he  could  not 
imagine  that  all  discretion,  with  reference 
to  their  expenditure,  was  withdrawn  from 
our  ministers  at  those  courts,  and  that  they 
were  peremptorily  required  not  to  exceed 
a  certain  sum  under  any  circumstances. 
He  had  frequently  h^ard  it  asserted  in 
that  House,  when  the  question  was  con- 
sidered abstractedly,  without  reference  to 
.particular  persons,  that  the  allowances 
granted  to  our  ambassadors  were  too  small. 
If  such  was  the  fact,  no  other  course  could 
be  pursued,  than  to  enlarge  their  salaries, 
or  else  to  invest  them  with  a  discretion  to 
draw  fqr  such  sums  as  their  necessary 
expenses  demanded.  He  would,  there- 
fore, put  it  to  the  right  hout  gentleman, 
whether,  if  a  foreign  resident,  whose  salary 
was  3,500/.  per  annum,  was,  under  pecu- 
liar circiunstances,  obliged  to  call  for 
6,000/.  additional  ?  He  would  deem  such 
jftn  occurrence  as  worthy  of  the  grave 
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consideration  of  parliamant.     Would  he 
consider  it  extravagant,  when  the  embassy 
to  Lisbon,  which  had,  in  the  two  last  years, 
cost  upwards  of  20,000/.  was  suddenly  re- 
duced to  a  very  small  allowance,  if  an 
additional  sum  were  called  for  ?    In  the 
case  of  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Canning) 
this  discretionary  pi^wer  had  been  taken 
fiway.     The  allowance  appeared  to  be 
14,000/.  per  annum;    but  the  fact  was, 
that  his  salary  amounted  to  $,0OOL  and  he 
was  directed  not  to  permit  the  expenses 
of  his  ofiioe   to  exceed   the    remaining 
6,000/.  and  to  keep  as  much  within  it  as 
possibljs.    It  should  not  be  forgotten,  that 
this  country  had  at  Lisbdn  a  very  large 
commisiuiriat  and  military  staff;  and  he 
believed  the  aUowanoe  to  the  commi^er 
in  chief  was  greater  than  that  of  the  am- 
bassador,   lie  meant  not  to  justify  the  one 
expense  by  the  other ;   but  when  they 
coottdered  the  high  rank  of  an  ambaa- 
sador«  there  was  reason  to  think  that  the 
salary  was  not  too  high.    An  hon.  gen* 
tleman  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had,  on  a  former 
night,  observed,  that  Ihere  was  no  business 
to  be  transacted  at  the  courl  of  liaboo, 
and  that  his  right  hon.  friend  might  amnse 
himself  with  reading  Camoeps,  and  writing 
sonnets.    He  could  not  look  upon  this 
embassy  as  a  matter  of  so  trifling  a  nn« 
ture,  when  he   considered    the   ancient 
conneclion  between  the  two  countries,  and 
the  necessity  that  existed  for  continuing 
it.    Even  ir  the  mission  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  procured  the  least additionalchance 
tluit  the  slave    trade,   that    abominable 
traffic  in  hnman  flesh,  which  the  hoa« 
gentleman  was  accustomed  to  reprdbate 
so  warmly,  would  be  abolished ;  he  con- 
ceived that  alone  was  sufficient  to  make 
them  pause,  before  they  called  on  the 
country  to  consider  the  embassy  to  Lisbon 
as  a  gross  and  scandalous  job.    He  knew 
not  what  leisure  bis  right  hon.  friend's 
situation  might  afford ;  but  if  he  had  any, 
and  that  objects  of  literature  should  en- 
gage his  attention,  he  hoped  he  wooki 
continue  to  write  with  the  same  loyaj  and 
patriotic  spirit,  which  had  often  delighted 
bm»  though  i(  might  have  displeas^  the 
hon.  gentleman.     As  to  the   assertion, 
that  the  prince  Regent  of  Portugal  was 
not   likely    to  arrive    soon    in    Europe, 
he  should  only  observe,  that  a  British 
squadron  had  proceeded  to  t^e  Braails  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  him  on  board ;  a 
course  that  government  would  not  have 
taken,  if  application  had  not  been  made 
to  them.    An  bon«  gentleman  had  men- 
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tioned,  with  some  degree  of  sarcesm,  the 
nimoura  that  had  gone  abroad  of  bis  right 
hon.  friend  having,  in  the  coarse  of  last 
lesBion,  so  far  despaired  of  ever  being  able 
to  join  the  present  administration,  that  he 
was  afraid  they  would  be  millstones  aboat 
his  neck,  and  wished  them  to  shift  for 
themselves;  and,  now  he  had  fbond  itne* 
cessary  to  visit  Lisbon  for  the  health  of  bit 
cbild«  it  was  said  he  had  joined  his  adver- 
saries for  emolument ;  and  had  been  at- 
tacked from  the  same  quarter,  becftose  he 
had  shewn  that  his  friends  were  dear  to 
him  r*  ^E^f  ^  ^^^  country !'  exclaimed 
Mr.  Tierney].  As  for  himself,  ever  since 
be  had  known  any  thing  of  the  practice 
or  theory  of  the  constitntion,  he  had 
thooght  it  proper  to  attach  himself  to  some 
set  of  men,  with  whom,  on  most  sobjects, 
he  agreed  ;  and  he  thooght  he  had  done 
nothing  improper  in  accepting  the  office 
he  then  held.  As  for  his  predecessor  (lord 
Gtenbervie)  who  had  so  long  and  so  faith- 
fully served  the  public,  be  had  expressed 
a  wish  to  retire,  and  would  perhaps  re- 
ceive some  reward  for  his  services ;  but 
otherwise,  Mr.  Hoskisson  said,  his  appoint- 
ment would  be  rather  attended  with  some 
saving  to  the  public,  as  the  reward  he 
received  for  his  former  servir^s,  however 
unworthy,  wui  suspended  while  he  enjoy- 
ed the  office  he  now  held. 

Mr.  Wkitbfead  said,  he  hoped  tbe  ship 
ki  which  the  ambassador  to  Fortogal  was 
going  ont,  did  not  labour,  as  his  friends 
at  home  had  done  that  night  to  defend  bis 
appointment ;  if  it  did,  be  was  sure  his 
excellency  and  his  suite  must  be  very 
•ick  indeed ;  for  never  had  he  witnessed 
any  thing  more  impotent  or  more  lame. 
The  right  hon«  gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down,  had  told  them,  that  he  and  his 
friends,  in  joining  themselves  to  a  party 
with  whom  they  agreed  in  all  great  con- 
stitutional points,  were  perfectly  justified. 
It  might  be  so,  and  he  for  himself  was  not 
disponed  to  declaim  against  parties ;  but  it 
remained  for  the  right  bun.  gentleman,  if 
he  agreed  with  his  colleagues  in  all  great 
constitutional  points,  to  account  for  the 
persevering  animosity  with  which  he  bad 
opposed  them  for  two  years.  Tbe  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  now  replied  to  a 
•peech  which  he  (Mr.  Whi thread)  had 
made  a  week  ago.  After  he  had  uttered 
that  speech,  the  friends  of  Mr.  Canning, 
and  tbe  right  hon.  gentleman  amongst 
them,  after  divers  consultations  and  con- 
ferences on  the  benches  and  in  tbe  lobby, 
ielected  a  proper  peiaon  |»  reply  to  it^  and 


that  reply  was  supposed  by  them  to  be  «a- 
tisfiictory.  It  bad  been  answered  again  to- 
night ;  but  to  him  neither  the  former,  nor 
the  present  answer,  was  sattslkctory.  It 
was  urged,  as  a  matter  of  complaint  against 
him,  that  he  attacked  the  right  hon.  am- 
bassador in  his  absence.  This  was  a  se- 
rious charge ;  but  how  difficult  it  would 
be  to  attack  a  man  for  b^ing  absent^  while 
he  waa  present !  (A  laugh.)  He  had  far* 
ther  to  observe,  that  when  there  was  only 
the  difference  of  the  Friday  and  the  Tues* 
day  between  the  departure  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  and  the  opening  of  tbe 
present  session  of  parliament,  it  was  not 
too  moch  to  expect  that  be  might  have 
been  in  his  place  to  answer  the  attacks, 
which  he  must  be  aware,  from  the  nature 
of  his  appointment,  would  be  made.  It 
would  be  very  convenient  for  membera 
who  might  #isb  their  conduct  should 
escape  all  animadversion,  to  have  it  esta* 
blished  as  a  rule,  that  nothing  should  bo 
said  respecting  a  member  not  present. 
For  one,  he  did  not  admit  of  the  propriety 
of  such  a  rule,  especially  where  the  ab- 
sence was  voluntary,  upon  a  public  service 
not  compulsory ;  the  service  itself  very 
unnecessarily  expensive  to  the  public,  and 
involving  the  very  cause  of  complaint 
against  the  absent  member.  Was  he  to 
wait  the  return  of  Mr.  Canning  from  Por^ 
togal,  before  be  presumed  to  animadvert 
upon  his  appointment  to  that  embassy,  or 
upon  the  job  of  that  appointment  ?  This 
was  the  time,  and  the  only  time,  for  such 
animadversions ;  and  tbe  right  hon.  gentle-i 
man  most  be  content  to  take  the  salary 
with  all  its  accompaniments. 

Neither  he  (Mr.  Whi  thread)  nor  any  of 
his  friends,  had  said,  that  the  friends  of  Mf. 
Canning  were  millstones  about  his  neck ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  he  conceived  that 
Mr.  Canning  had  found  that  he  was  a  mill- 
stone about  the  necks  of  his  friends :  and 
therefore,  having  laboured  in  vain  to  re- 
trieve a  fatal  error  in  bis  political  life,  and 
finding  that  the  most  strenuous  efforts  of 
wit  and  oratory  were  wholly  ineffectual  to 
their  object  of  bringing  himself  and  them 
back  into  power,  he  had  fairly  given 
notice  that  it  was  a  hopeless  case,  and 
passed  the  word  to  disperse :  '  Saove  qui 
peot !  Every  man  for  himself/  This  had 
been  so  well  understood  at  tbe  time,  that 
it  waa  then  said  by  a  wag,  a  volunteer  in 
his  household,  without  disguise :  *  My 
master  has  turned  us  all  off;  and  if  I  were 
to  apply  for  another  situation,  the  only 
reason  I  ooold  aaiigii  for  having  qaittad 
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my  former  service  would  be^  thai  my 
master  was  lessening  hit  establishment, 
mad  had  no  further  occasion  for  me/  The 
right  hon.  genti«maD(Mr.  Huskisson)  bad 
feelingly  contended  for  the  honour  and 
good  faith  of  Mr,  Canning,  in  provid- 
ing, as  well  as  circumstances  would  ad- 
mit, for  his  adherents.  Some  of  them' 
were  now  comfortably  provided  for.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Huskisson)  for 
instance,  with  the  Wuods  and  Forests: 
some  leas  substaniially.  with  the  expecta- 
tion of  being  creattd  baronets,  it  was  said ; 
ud  one,  it  i^as  surmised,  was  to  be  made 
•  peer.  To  others,  it  was  as'ierted,  offf ra 
had  been  madeofplaces  which  bad  neither 
honour,  emolument,  nor  business  attached 
to  them :  but  this  could  hardly  be,  con- 
sidering the  talents  of  those  distinguished 
members  of  the  dispersed  party.  He  could 
assure  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Pole) 
who  was  pleased  to  notice  what  he  aaid, 
that  he  did  not  include  him  amongst  the 
appointmenta  resulting  from  Mr.  Can- 
ning'a  bargain.  He  could  conceive  other 
reasons  for  his  appointment.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr,  Huskisson)  when 
speaking  of  his  own  appointment,  had 
said,  though  he  did  not  know  how  lord 
Glenbervie  was  disposed  of,  this  he  knew, 
that  no  additional  expense  had  been 
thrpwn  on  the  establishment  on  his  (Mr. 
Huskisson's)  account.  H**  begged  pardon 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  He  had  at 
first  thought  there  waa  an  addition  of  ex- 
pense ;  but  he  recollected  now,  that  both 
{ord  Glenbervie  and  the  right  hon.  grntle* 
man's  wtte^fioaiing  pensions ;  so  the  thing 
was  just  as  broad  as  it  was  long.  But  his 
carelessness  about  the  fate  of  lord  Glen- 
bervie put  him  in  mind  of  a  person  who, 
when  new  in  oflBce.  on  being  asked  where 
his  predecessor  had  been  provided  for,  bad 
answered,  'that  was  what  it  had  never 
occurred  to  him  to  inquire— it  was  not  in 
Am  department.'  The  arrangements  made 
between  Mr.  Canning  and  hi.8  friends  now 
turned  out  to  be  political  arrangements. 
He  did  not  deny  to  that  right  hon.  gentle- 
roan  the  credit  doe  to  his  talenU,  but  it 
was  a  liule  curious  to  hear  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  enlarge 
on  them  with  so  much  pleasure,  when  all 
must  remember  bow  often  they  had  been 
exercised  to  chastise  his  schemes  and  him- 
self ^  and  it  was  not  less  amusing  to  see 
siting  beside  him,  as  colleagues,  those  who 
had  till  lately  been  in  attendance  on  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  of  whose  appoint- 
ment ha  haibad  to  speaki assisting  him  with 


Mr.  Tterng^s  MoAm/ar  Papen 


[82^ 


fresh  cat  of  nine  tails,  for  the  flaggellation 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  aod 
his  colleagues,  in  the  shape  of  Accounts, 
Docnmenu,  and  Quotations,  fairly  written 
out,  and  handed  to  the  orator  by  the  pre- 
sent Surveyor  of  the  Woods  and  Forests, 
and  others  of  his  followers,  whilst  the 
House  was  convulsed  with  laughter,  at  the 
expense  of  the  sufferers.  It  was  really 
very  charitable  in  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  pass  such  encomiums  on  the 
strength  of  the  arm  and  the  sharpness  of 
the  scourge  under  which  he  had  suffered. 

If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) had    been    present,   he    certainly 
should  not  have  attacked  him  for  being 
absent,  but  he  would  have  attacked  his 
appointment.    He  desired  to  know,  if  >  he 
had   not  been  appointed  ambassador  to 
Portugal,  would  that  sittution  hai^e  been 
conferred  on  any  other  gentleman  ?  If  it 
c,oold  be  proved  that  this  would   have 
been  done,  then  against  the  particular  ap- 
pointment of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  he 
had  nothing  to  object;  but  to  this  interro- 
gatory no   one   would   answer — *  Yes/ 
He  believed,  but  for  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Sydenham,  notwith- 
standing   bis    health,^  would    have  been 
allowed  to  return  to  Lisbon,  and  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave  trade  would  not  have 
been  thought  to  call  for  the  presence  of 
an    ambassador  from    this  country.     If 
ministers  would  tell  him  that  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade  was  the  object  they 
had  in  view  in  making  this  appointment, 
he  would  admit  it  to  be  one  they  ought 
to  purchase  at  any  price,  even  by  the  ap- 
pointment in  question  ;  butthat  such  waa 
its  origin  no  one  was  bold  enough  to 
asiiert.    The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Huskisson)  had  commented  on  his  speech, 
and  represented  him  to  have  said,  in  alio* 
sion  to  the  poetical  talenU  of  his  friend, 
that  he  might  read  Camoens.     He  (Mr. 
Whitbread)  had  not  paid  Mr.  Canning  so 
ill  a  compliment,  or  doubt  he  had  Camoens 
by  heart:    be   had   said   the  right  hon. 
.gentleman    might    become   the  rival  of 
Camoens.      His    muse  might   there  put 
forth  some  vigorous  young  shoots ;  and  if 
he  revised  his  Juvenilia*  to  attack  himself 
(Mr.  W hi* bread)  and  those  in  this  coon- 
try   who   were   opposed  to   ministers,  it 
would  aff(»rd  him  (Mr.  Whitbread)  mate- 
rial gratifii  ation,  as  he  should  tjlen  see 
the  right  hnn.  gentleman  was  doing  some* 
thi.ng  to  fill  up  las  time. 

ipor   the    right    hon.  gentleman   (Mr. 
Hoakissoo)i  he  was  glad  to  sea  that  hia 
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talents  were  again  to  be  exercised  in  the 
serf  ice  of  the  country.  He  trusted  that 
he  would  prove  that  his  former  speeches 
on  economy  were  something  more  than 
Bounding  brass  and  tinkling  cymbal ; 
that  he  would  exert  himself  to  diminish 
the  expenditure  of  the  country.  It  Was 
UOe^  he  had  thought  there  had  been  a 
radical  dif&rence  of  opinion  between  him 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
How  that  was  accommodated,  would  be 
seen  in  the  course  of  the  session.  The 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
bad  omitted  in  his  speech  to  give  any 
explanation  as  to  the  appointment  of  se- 
veral other  new  diplomatic  characters. 
Why  was  lord  Stewart  sent  to  Vienna, 
anH  lord  Burghersh  to  another  capital  ? 
Why  had  it  been  necessary  to  place  lord 
Clancarty  at  the  Hague,  when  he  was 
president  of  the  board  of  trade,  and  while 
the  vice-president  was  at  Paris?  Could 
not  ministers  have  furbished  op  any  of 
the  old  stagers  who  would  fulfil  these 
duties?  Were  they  all  worn  out  and' 
knocked  up?  Was  no  old  horse  to  be 
found  in  the  stable,  who  would  do  this 
Kackney  work  ?  Could  not  ministers  per- 
suade any  of  their  antiquated  adherents 
to  equip  themselves  with  a  star  and  a  bag 
wig  and  sword  ?  Paris  had  been  inundated 
by  our  envoys  of  difierent  degrees.  Lord 
Aberdeen  had  been  sent  to  assist  lord 
Cathcart,  and  lord  Castlereagh  to  assist 
them  both.  Surely  so  many  coold  not 
find  employment :  two  of  them,  indeed, 
had  shone  in  the  Gazette,  in  language 
tttempttng  the  flighu  of  poetry.  With 
respect  to  the  appointment  of  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  from  his  very  pre-eminence 
it  might  be  doubted  whether  he  was  the 
fittest  person  to  be  selected  for  the  em- 
bassy to  Paris.  But  Mr.  Whitbread 
wished  to  know  whether  he  was  allowed 
a  contingent  bill  of  unlimited  expenses  ? 
If  so,  of  what  possible  advantage  was  a 
fixed  salary  ? 

It  was  a  formidable  state  of  things  in- 
deed,  when  all  these  enormous  expenses 
were  proved  to  have  been  incurred  out 
of  the  civil  list,  and  yet  no  account  of 
the  excess  was  to  be  produced.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  called 
upon  parliament  to  make  up  for  the  ex- 
traordinary expenses,  and  he  had  indeed 
a  place  of  painful  responsibility.  He  had 
however  informed  the  Houw  that  night, 
that  profesion  might  be  carried  to  such 
escess,  that  he  should  feel  himself  bound 
te  reiign.    If.  for  uulance,  the  Regent 
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should  call  upon  him  to  provide  funds  for 
building  a  magnificent  palace,  without 
previous  application  to  parliament;  but 
instead  of  going  to  the  House  of  Commons* 
he  should  order  him  to  go  to  Mr.  Nash,  then 
indeed  he  should  be  resolute  and  resisting, 
and  send  in  his  resignation.  But  change  the 
word  '  palace'  to  '  cottage,'  and  the  pill 
goes  down ;  and  first  33,0()0/.  was  granted, 
then  30,000/.  and  afterwards  ()0,000/.  more* ' 
for  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  £xche« 
qiier  was  alone  responsible,  and  yet  he 
bad  not  thought  fit  to  execute  his  threat 
of  sending  in  his  resignation— such  an 
effect  had  the  mere  change  .of  a  name  ! 
The  hon.  gentleman  next  took  occasion  to 
speak  of  the  late  Jubilee.  The  fooleries 
in  the  Park,  wh4ch  had  gratified  nobody, 
and  which  had  in  the  end  delitered  up 
the  population  of  London  to  unexampled 
profligacy,  had  caused  an  unnecessary 
expense  over  which  that  House  had  no 
controul,  as  the  responsible  officers  were 
not  known.  During  the  time  his  Majesty 
reigned  in  health,  who  was  perhaps  more 
beloved  than  any  monarch  who  had  ever 
before  filled  the  throne,  the  application  of 
every  shilling  granted  for  the  civil  list 
had  been  strictly  scrutinized ;  but,  now  the 
Prince  Regent  (who  of  course  was  equally 
beloved)  was  at  the  head  of  government, 
it  was  not  thought  necessary  to  be  quite 
so  rigid.  He  did  not,  however,  approve 
of  the  departure  from  the  old  system ;  and 
on  this  ground,  and  on  the  grounds  set 
forth  in  the  speech  of  his  right  hon.  friend, 
he  should  support  the  motion,  which  he 
hoped  would  not  be  voted  against  by  any 
person  who  had  ever  contended,  that  con« 
trol  over  the  national  expenditure,  and 
reduction  in  it,  were  necessary  to  the  well 
beingof  the  state. 

Mr.  Huskiison  said,  that  he  had  not  held 
out  any  hope  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade  from  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Can- 
ning, but  merely  suggested  that  his  em- 
bassy might  be  of  some  use  in  that  matter. 

Mr.  WelMey  Pde  said,  if  he  had  not 
listened  to  the  early  part  of  the  debate,  he 
should  have  imagined,  from  the  speech 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down,  that  the  motion  before  them  was 
not  for  a  series  of  accounts  connected  with 
the  civil  list,  but  applied  exclusively  to 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Canning,  and  the 
acceptance  of  office  by  some  of  his  frieffids  ; 
amongst  the  number  of  tvhom  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  included  him.  This  was 
an  honour,  however,  to  which  he  had  no 
claim.  The  hon.  gentleman  acknowledged 


that  be  was  a  party  man— that  he  acted 
with  party,  while  it  seemed  likely  to  ope- 
rate beneficially.    Now,  he  recollected, 
when  the  boo.  gentleman's  friends  sat  on 
the  Treasury-bench,  that  the  nicety  of 
his  principles  led  him  to  oppose  them. 
He  would  not  then  act  with  the  King's  go- 
Ternment,  of  which  those  friends  formed  a 
part.    With    respect  to  bis  situation  of 
master  of  the  Mint,  he  assured  the  House, 
that  he  bad  never  had  any  connection 
with  Mr.  Canning,  or  his  friends,  so  as  to 
let  them  know  why  he  accepted  office, 
why  he  gave  it  up,  or  why  he  returned 
to  it  again.     He  had  always  acted  on  one 
phin  principle^  namely,  to  serre/the  public 
m  high  situations,  to  which  a  proportionate 
ahare  of  responsibility  was  attached,  where 
he  could  do  so  with  those  whoie  princi- 
ples were  congenial  with  his  own.     His 
public  life  was  before  the  world,  and  he 
oared  not  how  closely  it  was  investigated. 
The  riffht  hon.  ^ntleman  then  shortly 
opposed  the  motion;  observing,  that  if 
gentlemen  pleased,  they  might  bring  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Canning,  or  the  pur- 
chase of  the  duke  of  Wellington's  house» 
before  parliament,  by  a  specific  motion, 
and  he  was  convinced  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters would  not  shrink  from  their  respon- 
sibility in  either  case* 

Mr.  Pontpnhy  said,  he  had  not  the  least 
doubt  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  was  ready  at  all  times 
to  take  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of 
office:  on  a  former  night  he  had  avowed 
himself  ready  to  sustain  the  responsibility 
of  all  parts  of  the  administration.  [No, 
no,  from  Mr.  Pole.]  It  was  difficult,  how- 
erer,  to  reconcile  this  declaration  with  the 
fact;  he  was  ever  anxious  to  serve  his 
country  *  in  high  situations,  and  with  a 
proportionate  share  of  responaibility,'  and 
yet  what  was  he  now?«Hnaster  of  the 
Mint!'  a  very  high  situation,  and  a  very- 
heavy  responsibility.  (A  laugh,)  This 
responsibtlit}^  was  doubtless  increased  by 
the  fact,  that  no  money  was  now,  or  likely 
in  future,  to  be  coined  at  the  Mint,  since 
the  bank  restriction,  by  the  intimation  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Bxchequer,  was 
unfortunately  to  be  continoed.  In  Mr. 
Ponsonby's  opinion,  the  strongest  ground 
had  been  laid  for  concurring  with  the 
motion ;  the  regular  practice  wat  found 
insufficient^  the  escceai  was  enormous,  and 
a  remedy  was  accordingly  necessary  to 
•lop  that  excess ;  and  invesfcigatloB  was  the 
iirst  step  before  the  remedy  was  applied. 
He  apprehended^   that  when  tho  time 
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arrived  at  which  the  papers  would  be 
given,  the  attendance  in  the  House  wonld 
not  be  such  as  was  desirable  on  such  an 
occasion.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
asked,  of  what  use  it  would  be  to  produce 
the  papers  now }  He  would  tell  hiin  of 
what  use  it  would  be :  it  would  prove  to 
demonstration  that  the  civil  list  was  not  in 
a  state  Ut  bear  new  expenses.  Ifothing 
was  so  much  the  doty  of  the  House,  in 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  country, 
as  retrenchment;  and  if  a  retrenchment 
in  expense  were  effected  now  in  what 
concerned  the  crown,  they  would  eodesur 
themselves  to  the  country;  and  it  vaa 
necessary  to  prove  that  there  was  no  tub* 
ject  which  demanded  attention  to  which 
their  inquiries  would  not  be  directed  ; 
that  even  where  they  might  imagine  it 
was  most  their  interest  to  cohtvate  ma 
acquaintance,  and  to  relax  in  their  ezer« 
tions,  they  executed  their  duty  with  f«ar-« 
less  independence. 

Mr.  Baikuru  contended,  it  was  not  ntt« 
cessary  to  produce  thfi  accounts  before  the 
time  fixed  by  law,  the  5th  of  April.     Mi- 
nisters did  not  refuse  information ;  but  they 
stood  up  for  the  period  which  parliamena 
had  decided  was  that  at  which  it  ought  to 
be  given.    He  thought  at  no  part  ot  the 
session  was  a  better  ikttendance  to  be  ex* 
pected  than  at  the  time  when  the  accoiinta 
would  be  forthcoming.    The  law,  as  it  at 
present  stood,  in   his  opinion,    gave  the 
public  security,  that  the  accounts  of  the 
civil  list  would  be  investigated  whenever 
it  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Bankei  thought  the  tame  at  which 
the  accounts  were  usually  given,  was  too 
late  for  the  House  to  come  to  any  practi- 
cal resolution  on  the  subject  in  the  sane 
session,  more  especially  if  a  committee 
were  to  be  appointed  to  look  into  it.  The 
law  compelled  ministers  to  produce  the 
accounts  of  the  civil  list  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session  in  one  case,  and  was  it  te  be 
assumed  that  it  would  be  improper  for  the 
House  to  determine  that  they  shoold  be 
so  produced  in  any  other  case  ?  He  ooekl 
see  no  reason  why  a  bill  should  not  be 
brought  in  to  alter  the  time  at  which  they 
were  to  be  produced,  if  it  would  be  found 
mora  convenient  te  have  them  brought 
forward  earlier  in  the  session  than  had 
been  customary*  He  wished  for  notbiag 
but  to  have  the  subject  bronghi  fairly 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  Tienaey  expressed  his  disposition  te 
adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  gentlemaa 
who  spake  test,  or  to  withdraw  his  BMilioA 
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ttltogetbar^  if  any  Miurance  thoiild  be  | 
oiikU  by  tb«  geniUaien  on  Ihe  opposite 
bench*  that  a  iiate»eol  of  tho  excess  of 
ibe  ciTii  lUl  aboiild  be  Jaid  before  the 
House  witbiB  the  next  week,  or  the  week 
after.  His  object  was  to  hate  the  acooants 
raepeotiag  the  ci? il  Jist  generally  coitiinQp 
Dicated  to  pariiaaMnt  at  an  earlier  period 
than  was  provided  by  the  existing  law 
upon  the  sofcyeot.  By  that  law,  any 
acooont  of  excess  was  not  to  be  laid  before 
Ibe  Hoose  omii  the  5ih  April,  which  was 
Si  period  too  late  in  the  aeision  to  afford 
aimiotent  opportohity  for  fully  investi- 
^tiog  the  sobjectt ;  becaase  the  papers 
presented  in  Aprilj  were  not  likely  to  be 

Srinted  for  the  nse  of  Ibe  members  until 
[ay;  and  then,  should  any  supplementary 
papers  be  called  for,  they  were  not  likely 
to  he  forthcoming  until  sobm  time  after- 
Urard^  probably  until  June ;  so  that  the 
anl^ect  couU  hardly  be  discussed  until 
the  very  eve  of  the  period  at  which  the 
aaasion  usually  closed,  and  when  the 
ntlendance  of  members  was  usually  very 
thin*  Therefore  he  conceived,  that  in 
order  to  bring  Ihe  accounts  respecting  the 
civil  list  fairly  under  the  consideration  of 
parliament,  they  ought  to  be  laid  before 
the  House  at  least  within  the  month  of 
February;  and  to  ensure  that  ofa|iect»  he 
thought  the  law  upon  the  subject  ought 
be  amended. 

Mr.  Limg  vindicated  the  conduct  of  the 
committee  appointed  go  a  former  occasion 
to  investigate  the  eapeiiditore  of  the  civil 
list,  of  whtcb  committee  he  had  the  honour 
to  be  a  member.  He  Was  of  opinion,  that 
there  was  time  sufficient,  under  the  act  as 
it  now  stood,  to  investigate  the  accounts. 

The  ChanceUar  of  the  Eickem^er^  afler 
declaring  his  indisposition  to  become  a 
a  party  to  any  coropremiae  with  a  view 
to  induce  the  right  bon.  gentleman  to 
withdraw  his.  motion,  observed,  that  the 
suggestion  of  his  hen.  friend  (Mr.  Bsukes) 
with  reapeet  lo  the  propriety  of  lay'mg 
before  the  House  a  statement  of  the  ex-^ 
penses  of  the  civil  list  at  an  earlier  period 
of  the  session  than  was  provided  by  the 
exiillttg  law,  appeared  to  ium  well  do* 
serving  of  cDnsideration.  He  had  no 
doubt,  indeed,  thai  this  suggestion  would 
be  duly  considered  by  his  colbagues,  but 
yet  he  wouU  be  anderstood  lo  engage  for 
nething  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Tscmc^r  said,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  declaration  «f  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man,  he  would  consent  to  withdraw  his 
metiaaf  although  the  right  bon,  gentleman 


did  not  think  proper  to  enter  into  any 
pledge ;  but  if  no  such  statement  as  was 
alluded  to  should  be  laid  before  the  House> 
within  a  reasonable  time,  he  would  pledge 
himself  again  to  submit  a  motion  upon  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Banket  approved  of  the  right  bon. 
gentleman's  intention  to  withdraw  hit 
motion. 

Tbe  motion  was  withdrawn.  Afker 
which,  Mr.  Tierney  moved,  '<  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  royal 
highnem  the  Prince  Regent,  that  be  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions 
that  there  be  laid  before  this  House,  an 
account  shewing  the  total  amount  of  the 
proceeds  received  from  Droita  of  the  crown 
and  Admiralty,  liacethe  istianuary  1814, 
to  the  Jatest  period  to  which  the  same  can 
be  made  up;  together  with  an  account 
of  the  sums  paid  out  of  the  Droits  since 
the  same  date;  specifying  by  whom  re- 
ceived, and  On  what  aocount.  The  -^^ 
tien  was  agreed  to. 
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laisB  Glass  Duties  Bill.]  Mr.  Fitx» 
gerald  moved,  "  That  the  order  of  the 
day,  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  consider 
of  the  Act  54  Geo.  8,  c.  67,  to  grant 
duties  of  excise  oo  certain  sorts  of  glass 
made  in  Imliind,  and  to  grant  and  allow 
certain  countervailing  duties  and  draw* 
backs  in  respect  thereof,  be  now  read  ;" 
and  the  same  being  read, 

Mr.  Lhvia  Giddy  said,  he  took  that 
occasion  to  call  the  uttention  of  the  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for 
Ireland  to  a  subject  of  great  importance, 
which  he  had  mcnti<med  in  the  course  of 
the  last  semion.  He  adverted  to  the  pro- 
priety of  consolidating  the  revalues  of 
England  and  Ireland.  He  tliought  it 
would  be  a  measure  of  gccat  importance 
and  correspond iog  benefit.  As  the  two 
countries  were  one,  their  n!venues  ought 
to  be  united. 

Mr.  Fiitgtrald^  I  apprehend.  Sir,  thai 
the  hon.  gentleman  has  rather  introduced 
the  mentien  of  this  subject,  with  a  view  of 
calling  the  attentioa  of  his  Majesty's  go^ 
vemment  generally,  thaii  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  any  proceeding  now.  My 
opinions  are  not  unknown  to  the  hon.  gen« 
tieman;  they  were  expressed  strongly  in 
the  kst  committee,  ol  which  he  was  c;^air- 
man  i  and  on  two  of  the  oocasiona  wImo  i| 
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was  my  doly  to  submit  to  parliament  a 
view  Of  our  financial  situation,  1  stated  my 
belief  of  the  necessity  of  coming  to  such 
an  arrangement ;  that  belief.  Sir,  has  been 
formed,  not  only  from  a  conviction  of  the 
inadequacy  of  our  means  to  meet  (for  any 
contmued  time)  the  separate  charge  of  our 
expenditure  under  the  present  system,  but 
I  have  a  strong  opinion  also  of  the  advan* 
tages  which  would  result  from  the  exer- 
cise of  the  control  over  our  departments, 
which  would  be  strengthened  by  such  a 
consolidation.  I  am  aware,  Sir,  that  some 
extraordinary  exertion  will  be  necessary 
to  meet  the  public  exigency.  I  desire 
not  to  anticipate  such  discussions.  With 
Tespect  to  any  proceeding  now,  the 
hon.  gentleman  will  feel  that  we  should 
come  to  it  unprepared.  In  the  absence 
of  the  representatives  for  Ireland,  particu- 
larly of  some  of  those  who  take  a  leading 
part  on  questions  connected  with  this  im- 
portant subject,  it  would  be  impossible  to 
take  any  step ;  more  especially  in  the 
absence  of  my  noble  friend,  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  foreign  afikirs,  who  is  so  pecu- 
liarly qualified  to  assist  in  such  delibera- 
tions, and  whose  experience  in  matters  of 
Irish  finance,  the  former  committees,  as  the 
bon.  gentleman  will  recollect,  had  frequent 
opportunitif's  of  appreciating. 

On  the  House  resolving  itself  into  the 
committee  on  the  Irish  Glass  Duties, 

Mr  Fttzgcrnld  said,  it  would  be  in  the 
recollection  of  the  committee,  that  he  had, 
in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  recom* 
mended  that  a  doty,-  equivalent  to  that 
existing  in  Great  Britain,  should  be  im- 
posed on  glass  manufactured  in  Ireland, 
and  a  countervailing  duty  necessarily  re- 
sulting on  the  same  article  imported  from 
this  country.  It  was  rather  an  extension 
than  a  new  measure  of  excise.  There  had 
previously  been  an  excise  on  glass  in  Ire- 
land, not|  however,  embracing  those 
branches  of  the  manufacture  which  were 
to  be  afiected  by  the  Act  he  referred  to. 
He  had  now  to  explain  to  the  Hoose,  the 
ground  upon  which  he  was  about  to  pro- 
pose the  repeal  of  that  Act«  A  period  of 
one  month  from  the  passing  of  that  Act, 
bad  been  allowed  before  the  duty  wu  to 
take  effect.  Previously  to  any  motion 
being  made  in  parliament  of  such  duty,  he 
was  aware  that  a  large  stock  had  been  im- 
ported into  Ireland ;  the  British  manofac- 
torer  deriving  a  considerable,  and  he  would 
say,  indeed,  an  unfair  advantage,  in  the 
amount  of  duty 9  which  he  drew  back  on 
•ending  hu  manufacture  into  that  coootry. 
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Owing  to  that  circumstancOf  t  greater 
supply  than  the  annual  consomfftion  was 
in  store  there,  even  before  the  «5th  of 
January  in  this  year«  .A  still  greater 
quantity  was  imported  in  the  month  thai 
intervened  between  the  passing  of  the  Act 
and  its  coming  into  operation.  Not  satis- 
fied with  the  profit  which  would  have 
resulted  to  them  from  the  stock  previously 
on  hand,  the  proprietors  raised  the  price 
on  the  public  as  high  as  if  the  duty  had 
been  paid.  He,  perhaps,  was  not  called 
on  to  state  what  be  understood  to  be  the 
quantity  in  Ireland.  It  was  sufficient,  he 
presumed,  as  a  ground  for  his  motion,  that 
a  doty  which  be  had  calculated  upon  as 
productive,  most  for  a  considerable  time 
be  unproductive;  while  the  public  were 
charged  to  the  ^1  extent  to  which  they 
would  have  been  subjected,  if  the  revenue 
bad  received  the  benefit  that  be  had  hoped. 
Whtitever  observation  might  fall  opon 
him,  he. felt  that  he  owed  an  equal  doty 
to  the  public  and  the  crown ;  and  he  sboold 
deem  himself  acting  a  most  unmanly  part» 
if,  rather  than  rescind  a  measure  which 
he  had  himself  recommended  to  parlia- 
ment, he  were  to  leave  the  people  of 
Ireland  subjected  to  a  heavy  taxation, 
without,  a  corresponding  benefit  resulting 
to  the  state.  The  necessities  ot  the  times 
were  at  present  sufficiently  urgent.  He 
trusted  he  should  be  able  •  to  provide 
against  the  importers  sustaining  any  loss 
of  which  they  could  fairly  complain.  He 
would  recommend  the  payment  of  the 
duty  in  all  cases  where  the  high  counter* 
vailing  duty  had  been-  charged;  the 
amount  he  could  state  to  be  yery  ioconsi- 
derable.  It  would  be  incumbent  00  him 
to  provide  also  for  repayments,  where  a 
greater  ad  vaiorem  doty  had  been  charged 
on  account  of  the  increase  in  value  of  the 
article,  which  was  estimated  at  the  price 
it  then  bore ;  and  if,  along  with  that,  a  faci- 
lity of  re-export  were  given,  he  appro* 
bended  that  be  should  have  done  all 
which  they  had  a  right  to  expect;  while  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  prove  that  they 
badf  by  the  law  under  which  they  drew 
back  the  duty,  as  well  as  in  the  profit  oa 
the  stock  previously  in  Ireland,  eren 
under  the  circumstances  of  this  repeal,  not 
a  disadvantageous  speculation.  Ha  con- 
cluded by  moving,  that  the  chairman 
should  move,  "  That  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  the  Irish  Glass 
Doty  Acl'' 

Mr.  PamoHby  could  not  possibly  eotev* 
tain  any  objection  to  the  rtpedX  oi  an  ttd^ 
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whicb»  in  conjotiction  with  the  similar  act 
retpecting  tioiber«  bad  (althoo^h  he  was 
pertoaded  the  hon.  gentleman,  m  propos- 
ing it,  had  not  apprehended  such  a  conie- 
qoence)  been  so  injorioos,  that  the  best 
title  which  could  have  been  giren  to  it^ 
would  bare  been,    "  an  Act  to  prevent 
further  improvement  in  Ireland/'    The 
adoption  of  such  a  measure  by  parliament, 
aroae  from  the  practice  of  potting  off  bills 
to  a  period  of  the  session  so  late,  as  not  to 
allow  sufficient  time  to  those  whose  in- 
Ufests  were  affected  to  point  out  their  evil 
tendency,  and  he  trusted  this  example 
would  deter  his  Majesty's  ministers  from 
similar  conduct  in  future.    The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  said,  that  the  price  of  glass 
in  Ireland  had  been  doubled  by  this  act. 
It  had  not  been  merely  doubled ;    it  had 
been  trebled  !     There  was  one  extraordi- 
nary circumstance  which  he  felt  it  bis 
doty  to  notice.     The  operation  of  the  act 
in  question  was  fixed   at    on^  calendar 
month  after    its  passing.     Having  been 
passed  on  the  14th  of  July,  its  operation, 
therefore,  was  to  commence  on  the  14th  of 
Augunt.    By  a  subsequent  act,  however, 
passed  on  the  25lh  of  July,  the  clause 
postponing  the  operation  of  the  first  act  to 
the  14th  of  August  was  done  away,  and  it 
was  flirected  that  the  act  should  operate 
from  the  0th  of  July ;  that  was  eight  days 
before,  instead  of  a  month  after,  it  had 
passed !     He  did  not  wish  to  make  any 
harsh  observations  on  this  proceeding,  but 
it  certainly  was  one  of  a  very  extraordi- 
nary nature. 

Sir  M.  W,  Ridley  confirmed  the  state- 
ment of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  had 
just  spoken,  and  added,  that  he  understood 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  Ire- 
land had  written  to  the  officers  of  the  cus- 
toms in  Ireland, sulksequently  to  the  passing 
of  the  Act  of  the  14th  of  July,  telling  them 
that  another  bill  was  in  progress  through 
parliament,  by  which  the  duty  was  to  be 
imposed  from  the  6th  of  July,  and  direct- 
ing in  consequence,  that  no  glass  should 
be  allowed  to  land  without  the  payment  of 
the  doty.  The  dealers  in  glass  were,  in 
his  optoion,  entitled  to  great  consideration ; 
for  unquestionably  they  would  not  have 
imported  the  quantity  which  they  bad 
done,  except  on  the  faith  of  the  first  Act. 

Sir  C.  Mimek  censored  warmly  the  want 
of  skill  which  had  been  manifested  on  this 
occasion  by  the  Irish  Treasury. 

Mr.  Pitt(ftrald  said,  he  should  ill  deserve 
the  liberality  and  candour  which  the  two 
hon.  Btmbera  who  had  foUowod  him  had 


displayed,  if  he  could  suffer  himself  to  bo 
provoked,  by  the  asperity  of  those  ani- 
madversions which  had  fallen  fhom  the 
hon.  baronet  who  spoke  last,  into  anj 
acrimony  of  retort;    he  wu  anxious  to 
stand  well  in  the  opinion  even  of  that  hon. 
baronet.    In  the  last  session  of  parliament 
certain    Acts    were    prepared,  imposing 
excise  duties  in  Ireland ;  and,  as  was  the 
practice  in  the  Excise  Acts,  the  duties  wero 
not  to  take  place  under  them  until  one 
month  after  the  passing  of  the  acts.    At 
the  time  when  this  Act  was  prepared,  he 
was  prevented  by  indisposition  from  at- 
tending his  duty  in  the  House ;  and  having 
given  directions  that    the  time  for  tbo 
excise  acts  coming  into  operation  should 
be  after  an  interval  of  one  month,  if  bad 
escaped  the  recollection  of  the  person  who 
was  professionally  employed  to  prepare 
the  Bills,  that  the  principal  doty  under 
this  act,  though  obviously  one  of  excise, 
was  the  countervailing  custom  duty  which 
was  to  be  levied  on  importation. .  It  must 
be  observed,  that  it  was  in  fact  necessary 
to  impose  a  countervailing  duty  on  the 
importation  of  any  article  imported  into 
Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  on  which  any 
internal  duty  had   been  imposed.    The 
Bill  [had  passed  through  the  Commons, 
and  was  in  progress  through  the  other* 
House ;    it  had  arrived,  indeed,  nearly  at 
the  last  stage,  when  he  was  apprized  that 
it  contained  a  clause  that  the  duties  wero 
not  to  take  effect  till  one  month  afler  the 
passing  of  the  Act ;  whereas  they  ought, 
according  to  the  usual  practice  in  acts 
relating  to  the  customS|  have  taken  place 
from  the  date  of  the  Resolutions  of  the 
committee  on  which  the  Bill  was  founded* 
The  committee  would  recollect,  that  at 
the  period  to  which  he  was  alluding,  con- 
siderable delayti  had  taken  place  in  the 
parliamentary  proceedings,  which  it  was 
not  necessary  to  recapitulate ;  but  a  clause 
had  been  introduced  in  anot|ier  Bill,  to 
correct  the  error,  and  to  direct  that  the 
duties  should  commence  from  the  5ih  of 
July,  the  period  from  which  the  other 
duties  took  their  date.     As  to  any  unfair- 
ness towards  the  British  manufacturer,  he 
disclaimed  it.    The  clause  alluded  to  had 
been   brought  in.  and  had  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Hoose  of  Commons,  at  least, 
before  the  Glass  Excise  Bill  had  received 
the  royal  assent.     He  believed  that  it  was 
on  the  same  day  under  the  opinion  of  the 
law  officers  in  Ireland.    It  was  deemed, 
however,  impossible  to  extract  the  cus- 
tom duty  promosly  to  the  internal  exciso 
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doty  being  in  operation  ;  in  that  opinion 
he  acquiesced;   even  if  it  had  been  a 
doubtful  one^  be  should  have  acquiesced 
equaUy^  as  he   felt  that  the  merchant 
abottld  always  have  any  benefit  of  which 
the  law  had  not  distinctly  deprived  him. 
He  might  be  charged  with  repealing  this 
entire  measure,  and  censored  as  giving  np 
what  might  be  afterwards  introductive. 
It  was  his  duty«  however*  to  protect  the 
public  from  extortion.    He  begged  pac- 
don  of  the  hon.  baronet,  who  spobe  last, 
for  the  expression.     The  hon.  baronet 
would  surely  admit*  that  from  him  the 
Ikionopoliat  did  not  deserve  much  conside- 
ration.   He  would  prefer  calling  on  the 
public*  when  it  was  necessary,  to  supply 
this  deficiency ;  and  if  he  had  to  recur  to 
a  similar  duty  hereafter,  it  should  not  be 
for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  English 
importer.     He  hoped  that  the  committee, 
and  all  impartial  men,  would  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  be  had  taken  a  fair  and  candid 
course.    The  hon.  baronet  had  alluded  to 
n  letter,  written  by  him  to  the  officers  of 
the  custonss  in  Ireland,  while  the  second 
Sill  was  in  progress:    upon  this  point  he 
was  desirous  of  giving  a  distinct  explana- 
tion.   Whether,  in  the  mass  of  correspon« 
denoe  that  passed  through  his  office,  he 
had  written  such  a  letter  with  his  own 
hand,  he  did  not  now  recollect;  but  the 
retrospectiTe  clause  being  introduced  into 
the  second  Bill,  he  thought  it  his  doty  not 
to  write,  or  cause  to  be  written,  a  letter, 
auch  as  the  hon.  baronet  supposed,  to  the 
officers  of   the   customs,  unwarrantably 
stating,  as  the  hon.  baronet  had  accused 
him  of  doing,  that  the  Bill  would  pass. 
He  certainly  should  not  have  been  guilty 
of  suoh  presumption  (although,  being  a 
Bill  of  supply  acceded  to  by  ibe  Commons, 
it  might  not  have  been  too  bold  a  predic- 
tion), but  to  apprise  them,  that  a  Bill  with 
auch  a  clause  was  in  progreu,  in  order 
that  they  might  take  the  necessary  steps 
for  carrying  np  Act  into  execution  when 
passed,  and  surcharging  such  goods  as 
might  have  been  imported  between  the 
date  of  the  Resolutions  and  the  passing  of 
the  Act:   this  was  the  nature  of  the  letter, 
which  lie  conceived  he  was  not  only  ao» 
thorised,  but  which  it  was  his  boonden 
duty  to  write.    In  point  of  fact,  he  be* 
lieved  that,  before  that  letter  aitived  in 
Dublin,  or  could  be  acted  upon,  the  royal 
assent  had  been  signified  to  the  Act — ^The 
hon.  baronet  had  stated,  that  when  the 
English  manufacturers   conceived  them- 
selves to  be  ^ggrioTod,  they  applied  to 
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the  government  of  England,  and  that  jua- 
tice  was  immediately  done,  which  was  not 
the  case  in  Ireland.    He  was  not  conscious 
that  any  delay   had  taken  place.      He 
coufd  assure  the  hon.  baronet,  that  no  re» 
presentation  had  been  waited  lor  from 
England  to  entitle  the  English  manufac- 
turers to    that  attention  ^om  the   Irish 
treasury  to  which  they  had  a  right;  and 
what  was  the  fact  ?    It  was  from  the  Irish 
Treasury  that  a  compliance  with  their  ap- 
plication  had  been  granted.    It  was  only 
by  their  lordships  that  it  could  be  given. 
Nay,  more,  on  inquiry  being  made  by  the 
lords  of  the  Treasury  of  England,  and  a 
recommendation  of  toe  case  of  some  nier<- 
chanta  of  Newcastle  he  believed  it  had 
been,  our  answer  was,  that  the  subject 
had  been  ooosidered,  and  the  praver  of 
their  representation  already  complied  witb* 
The  hon.  baronet  seemed  to  think  that  he 
was  inconsistent,  when  he  aaid  that  thia 
Act  had  not  been  productive,  and  at  tke 
same  time  proposed  to  repay  duties  levied 
under  it.    He  shouki  have  stated  it,  that 
the  Moduce  bad  been  inconaiderable  to 
the  Treasury,  for  it  had  not  been  unpre- 
dactive  to  the  speculators  :««the  sum  to  be 
repaid  vras   rery  small,  not  exceeding 
5,000^  Irish ;  as  the  importation,  after  the 
Act  took  effiict,  was  very  trifUng.    The 
hon.  baronet  alluded  to  remuneration  to 
the  importers;  he  (Mr.  Fitagerakl)  should 
be  able  to  satiify  the  House,  that  the  per- 
sons who  claimed  it  had  already  derived 
very  considerable  advantage,  both  from 
what  they  had  sold  in  Ireland,  and  from 
the  drawback  of  a  greater  duty  than  they 
paid.    Was  the  hon,  baronet  aware  of  the 
profit  which  this  drawback  yielded?     It 
would  be  for  the  English  Excise  to  look 
to  this  part  of  the  question.    With  respect 
to  what  had  been  said  upon  the  subject  of 
other  duties  on  wood,  &c,  he  should  have 
soBse  observations  to  make  when  they 
came  to  the  committee  upon  that  subject. 

Mr.  Patuonby  repeated  his  hope,  that 
this  occorrence  would  warn  his  Majesty's 
ministers  against  putting  off  bills  to  the 
month  of  July,  a  period  when  it  was  too 
late  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  they  were 
such  as  ought  to  be  passed. 

Mr.  Stepkem,  referring  to  what  the  right 
hon*  gemleman  (Mr.  Poasonby)  had  saNi» 
with  respect  to  the  improprteiy  of  puMine 
off  the  public  business  till  July,  begged 
to  observe,  he  could  notcomprebend  why  it 
should  be  done  worse  in  that  month  than  in 
April  or  May,  if,  by  ahortening  the  session, 
H  becaoie  neceasary  then  lo  do  i  t  in  a  harry  • 
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Did  the  right  hon.  gentleman  think  they 
were  more  likely  to  blonder  in  July— 
•itting  in  the  dog-dayi— than  at  sn^^  other 
iimef  Did  he  mean  to  tay  parliament 
ought  to  cease  to  legiilate  in  April  or 
May*  and  only  continue  to  sit  to  correct 
the  blunders  previoof  ly  made  ? 

Mr.  Fon$mibf  said,  he  must  haTe  a 
happy  knack  ofrois-itating  what  he  meant 
to  say.  or  the  learned  gentleman  had  one 
of  misunderstanding  him*  He  would  ad- 
vise him  to  look  at  the  almanack,  before 
he  again  set  down  the  dog-days  for  July ; 
a»,  if  he  looked  into  that  very  useful  work, 
with  which  he  was  so  well  acquainted,  he 
would  find  they  did  not  begin  till  August 
What  he  had  meant  to  say  was,  that  the 
public  business  ought  not  to  be  deferred, 
when  the  minister  had  got  his  supplies, 
till  the  season  was  so  far  advanced,  that 
the  House  was  but  thinly  attended. 

Mr.  Sicphm  could  not  help  differing 
fixim  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  when  he 
■et  down  the  dog-days  for  August.  He 
did  not  know  how  this  point  was  settled 
in  Dublin,  but  they  commenced  on  the 
5rd  of  July,  according  to  the  almanack  he 
bad  in  his  pocket  If,  therefore,  the  Dog- 
star  had  any  thing  to  do  with  this  in  ques- 
tion, bit  influence  might  be  supposed  to 
be  M\  in  July  rather  than  August  He 
could  not  see,  for  his  part,  that  the  business 
of  the  House  would  be  likely  to  be  dis- 
posed of  with  less  hurry  from  shortening 
the  session. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Peel  and 
Mr.  C.  Smith,  the  motion  was  i^^ed  to: 
the  House  resumed,  and  leave  was  given 
to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

laisH  Customs  DvTfES  Act.}  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Filagerald,  the  House  went 
into  a  committee  on  the  Act  54  Geo.  3, 
o»  189,  to  grant  to  his  Majesty  rates  and 
duties,  and  to  allow  drawbacks  and  boun- 
ties on  certain  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandine  imported  into  and  exported  from 
Ireland,  in  lieu  of  former  ratea  and  duties, 
drawbacks  and  bounties. 

Mr.  ¥iiitg€ndd%M^  he  rose  in  pursuance 
of  the  notice  be  had  given  upon  the  former 
day,  to  propose  a  modification  of  the  Act 
of  last  session,  as  far  as  it  related  to  the 
doty  upon  deala  imported  into  Ireland. 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  propose  any 
alteration  in  the  doty  upon  ttrober.  He 
should,  with  the  permission  of  the  com- 
mittee, explain  the  nature  of  what  he  coo- 
ceived  to  be  a  niisnnderstanding  which 
had  takea  place  upon  the  aabjed.    He 
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should  first  mention,  that  balbre  he  left 
Dublin,  he  had  a  communication  with  the 
chairman  of  a  meeting  which  had  been 
held  to  consider  of  the  duties  imposed  in 
the  last  session.    The  meeting,  however, 
was  of  persons  concerned  in  the  building 
trade.    The  gentleman  to  whom  he  had 
alluded,  had,  with    great   candour,    in- 
formed him  of  the  course  which  the  peti* 
tioners  meant  to  pursue,  and  had  indeed 
communicated  the  petition  which  it  was 
intended  to  lay  before  parliament.    He 
(Mr.  Fitzgerald)  did  not  feel  himself  au* 
thorized  to  acquaint  that  gentleman  of  the 
steps  which  he  proposed  to  take  respecting 
the  glass  duties,  because  he  felt  that  it 
would  be  necessary  previously  to  com* 
municate  with  his  right  hon.  friend,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  England, 
as  to  the  permission  for  the  re-entry  into 
England  of  the  glass  exported  to  Ireland, 
to  which,  if  the  merchant  desired  it,  ho 
hoped  there  would  be  no  objection  made 
by  the  English  excise.      He  had  other 
reasons  also  for  abstaining  from  that  com- 
munication ;  but  he  did  undertake  to  pro- 
pose a  modification  of  the  duty  upon  deals^ 
with  which  modification  he  hoped  that 
the  importers  of  deals  would  be  satisfied. 
The  object  which  he  had  in  view  in  the 
various  taxes,  whether   internal  or   ex- 
ternal, which  he  proposed  last  session, 
was  in  consonance  with  what  he  conceived 
to  be  his  duty,  namely,  to  equalise,  as  fiir 
as  possible,  the  revenue  of  Ireland  to  that 
of  Great  Britain,  not  only  in  the  duties, 
when  they  could  be  made  equal,  but  in 
the  practice  of  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue, and  in  the  mode  in  which  the  doty 
was  taken.     He  was  induced  to  make  that 
attempt,  because  Ireland  was  necessarily 
called  upon,  not  only  on  that  occasion, 
but  during  the  whole  time  that  he  had 
held  his  present  office,  to  make  ffreater 
pecuniary  sacrifices  and  exertions,  far  be- 
yond any  that  had  before  been  required 
in  the  way  of  taxation.   Those  gentlemen 
who  had  turned  thetr  attention  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  revenue  of  Ireland,  must  bo 
aware,  that  the  limits  of  taxation  there 
were  extremely  narrow ;  the  sources  left 
untouched  could  scarcely  now  be  named  ; 
and  if  the  course  he  had  taken  of  equal- 
izing duties,  had  not  of  itself  been  the 
only  general  measure  that  could  be  re« 
sorted  to,  there  remained  no  alternative 
but  those  great  and  obnoxious  burthens 
which  he  bad  yet  avdded  to  impose.    Jt  • 
was  under  this  impression  that  he  had 
proposed  those  dutiea  of  which  parliament 
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kad  unanimously  approved.  The  task 
he  had  to  perforin  had  heen  an  unpopular 
and  ungrateful  one.  He  could  only  as- 
sure the  commUtee,  that  he  had  never  had 
ao  anxiety  that  did  not  proceed  from  a 
desire  to  reconcile  to  bis  public  duty,  that 
duty  of  his  office  which  some  one  must 
perform,  with  the  endeavours  to  avert 
from  his  country^  burthens  which,  from 
the  state  of  her  commercial  means,  owing 
to  causes  which,  if  there  had  been  more 
representatives  of  Ireland  present  in  the 
committee,  every  man  of  them  could 
•peak  of  feelingly,  he  feared  she  would  be 
long  unable  to  bear.  But  with  regard  to 
the  duty  of  timber,  great  misunderstand- 
ing had  gone  abroad.  It  had  been  erro- 
neously stated,  that  the  duty  had  been 
increased  1,000  percent.:  the  fact  was, 
that  before  the  Act  now  under  consider- 
ation took  effect,  timber  was  compara- 
tively free  from  duty  in  Ireland.  The  fair 
way  of  considering  the  subject,  was  to 
compare  the  amount  of  the  duty  with  the 
price  of  the  article.  It  was  bis  doty  to 
make  every  inquiry  upon  the  subject ;  he 
had  ascertained  that  the  duty  amounted 
to  aboat  one- third  of  the  price  of  the  ar- 
ticle. The  price  of  Swedish  timber  in 
Ireland  was  about  9L  lOi.  and  Memel 
.  10/.  lOf.  per  load ;  so  that  the  additional 
duty  amounted  to  about  30  per  cent,  upon 
its  price.  It  was  true  that  there  was  a 
considerable  sensation  in  Ireland  respect- 
ing these  duties,  and  he  did  not  deny  that 
there  was  some  stagnation  in  the  building 
trade ;  but  the  committee  knew  that  the 
imposition  of  new  duties  almost  always 
produced  similar  effects  in  the  trades 
which  they  affected.  In  finance  it  was 
always  admitted,  that  an  estimate  was  not 
to  be  considered  as  fallacious,  if  the  pro- 
duce of  a  duty  the  first  year  fell  short  of' 
the  expected  sum.  For  it  was  the  result 
of  all  new  duties,  to  affect  the  consumption 
of  the  article  to  which  the  duty  was  ap- 
plied. In  point  of  fact,  it  had  happened 
during  some  years.  He  dared  to  say,  the 
greater  part  of  the  five  years  antecedent 
to  imposition  of  these  duties,  when  our 
intercourse  with  the  north  of  Europe  was 
interrupted  by  the  war,  the  price  of  timber 
in  Ireland  was  considerably  higher  than  it 
was  now«  inclusive  of  the  new  duty. 
The  timber  that  sold  then  for  12/.  per 
ton,  now  sold  for  10/.  10«.,  Memel  tim- 
ber, all  deals  too,  were  higher  at  those 
periods  than  their  present  price-^even 
•o  high  as  90/.  for  the  large  Swedish 
dealPt    Ht  admitted  tbat  it  aroie  when 
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our  intercourse  had  been  suspended.  Bat 
what  W(;re  they  now  ?  In  the  schedule 
which  he  adopted,  be  had  adhered  to  the 
schedule  as  enacted  in  Great  Briiaio : 
there  was  in  this  no  variation  of  the  doty 
from  deals  of  8  feet  long  to  those  of  fiO 
feet.  He  was  aware  that  considerable 
difficulties  upon  the  point  had  arisen,  ia 
cases  where  shipments  had  been'made  in 
the  Norwegian  and  Swedish  ports»  in  ig- 
norance, not  so  much  of  the  duty,  but  of 
the  alterations  of  those  dimensions  on 
which  the  duty  was  charged :  in  such 
cases,  the  Treasury  had,  upon  their  own 
responsibility,  directed,  and  he  hoped 
that  parliament  would  think  that  they  had 
done  rightly,  as  it  was  for  the  relief  of 
the  subject,  a  modification  of  the  import 
duty,  by  substituting  a  graduated  scale, 
and  charging  the  duty  upon  the  entire 
contents  of  timber  in  deals  of  the  interme- 
diate descriptions.  It  was  his  object  £o 
continue  by  law  that  graduated  scale  :  it 
might  be  desirable,  too,  to  sanction  the 
act  of  the  Treasury  which  had  taken 
place,  though  he  must  observe,  that  tbe 
order  had  nothing  to  say  to  reduction  of 
duties;  on  the  contrary,  under  it  had  been 
charged  all  classes,  with  a  full  duty  in 
proportion  to  their  content  of  timber. 
There  only  remained  one  or  two  topics 
upon  which  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words. 
One  of  the  objects  of  laying  a  high  duty 
upon  timber  imported  from  the  north  of 
Europe,  was  to  encourage  importation 
from  our  north  American  colonies;  but 
under  the  present  circumstances,  he  might 
depart  from  that  principle  in  some  degree ; 
a  supply  from  our  American  colonies  could 
not  be  contemplated  for  some  time,  except 
on  unfavourable  terms,  in  consequence  of 
the  expense  of  freight  and  insurance. 
There  were  two  points,  however,  on  which 
he  would  not  conceal  his  opinion,  that, 
high  as  the  rates  were,  they  would  be 
found  insufficient  to  protect  our  colonial 
trade,  that  must  be  benefitted  hereafter,  if 
the  duties  on  European  timber  be  still 
further  advanced.  The  import  of  timber 
from  British  America  increased,  during  the 
late  war  and  the  contiriental  decree,  from 
4  or  500  tons,  to  4,500  tons.  In  the  year 
1809,  the  import  was  7,S25  tons;  in  tbe 
last  year  only  1,682  tons;  while  that  from 
the  north  of  Europe  was  23,(X)0  loos* 
He  threw  out  these  observations  now,  be* 
cause  hereafter  he  might  be  compelled* 
by  a  sense  of  duty,  to  act  upon  this  view 
of  the  question :  it  waa  on  this  view  that 

tbe  Sritiah  fchedule  waa  formad.    The 
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adf  antiget  of  the  shipping  loterest  also 
wero  not  to  be  forgotten,  as  from  the 
colonies,  imports  coold  only  be  made  in 
British  built  ships ;    these,  however,  were 
niized  with  great  considerations  of  policy, 
which  he  was  not  called  upon  to  discuss 
now.     He  was  not  unaware  that  there  was 
all II,  according  to  this  modified  schedule, 
a  disparity  Mtween  the  duties  on  deals 
and  on  timber ;  the  difference,  however, 
was  in  favour  of  the  deals,  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  lud  alluded  to, 
as  being  the  principal  import  into  Ireland ; 
and  it  was,  in  fact,  that  which  affected 
the  general  mass  of  consumers  the  most. 
Mr.  Fitzzerald  said,  that  he  was  not  aware 
that  he  bad  any  thing  further  to  trouble 
the  committee  with ;  they  would  recollect 
that    one-third  of  the  total  duty  would 
necessarily  cease,  whenever  the  duties  of 
Great  Britain,  making  one-third  of   the 
British    doty,    should    determine.       He 
thanked  the  committee  for  the  attention 
with  which  be  had  been  favoured,  and 
concluded  with  moving  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Pansonty  was  desirous  of  modifying 
the  duties,  but  required  time  to  determine 
on  the  meriu  of  the  scale  proposed. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  the  Hooso^ 
resumed,  and  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 


Committee  OF  Ways  and  Means.]  The 
Houite  having  gone  into  a  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  moved  the  following  Resolu- 
tions :  I.  <'Tbat,  towards  raising  the 
•opply  granted  to  his  Majesty,  the  datiea 
upon  malt,  which,  by  an  Act  of  the  54th 
of  his  present  Majesty,  have  continoanoe 
to  tbe  24th  of  June  1S15,  be  further  con* 
tinned  and  charged  upon  all  malt  which 
•hall  be  made  within  Great  Britain,  from 
the  23rd  of  June  1815,  to  the  24th  of  June 
1810.  2.  That  the  sum  of  four  shillings 
in  the  pound,  and  no  more,  be  raised 
within  the  space  of  one  year,  from  the 
25th  of  March  1815,  upon  pensions,  offices, 
and  persona]  estates,  in  that  part  of  Great 
Britain  called  England,  Wales,  and  the 
town  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed.  3.  That 
the  several  duties  imposed  on  sugar,  by 
three  AcU  made  in  the  27th,  34tb,  and 
57th ;  on  malt,  by  an  Act  made  in  the 
27th  ;  and  the  duties  of  excise  on  tobacco 
and  snufi^  by  an  Act  made  in  tbe  2yth  of 
his  present  Majesty,  which,  by  an  Act 
made  in  the  54tb  year  of  his  said  Majesty, 
have  continuance  until  the^5th  of  March 
1815.  be  further  continued  until  the  25th 
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of  March,  1816.  4.  That  the  sum  of 
12,500,000/.  be  raised,  by  Exchequer 
bills,  for  the  service  of  Great  Britain.  ,5. 
That  there  be  issued  and  applied  the  sum 
of  15  millions,  part  of  the  amount  of  mo* 
nies  in  tbe  Exchequer,  and  remaining  to 
be  received  on  the  8th  orNovcmber  1814, 
to  complete  the  sum  of  20,500,000/. 
granted  out  of  the  produce  of  war  taxes 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1814,  and  to 
complete  the  sum  of  24  millions  granted 
to  his  Majesty  to  be  raised  by  annuities 
for  the  service  of  the  same  year." 

Mr.  Ponionby  wished  to  know  whether 
it  was  tbe  object  of  the  Resolutions  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  give  an  extension 
to  any  of  the  present  war  taxes  ? 

The  ChanceUof  of  the  Exchequer  stated, 
that  none  of  the  Resolutions  would  have 
the  efiect  of  giving  any  such  extension. 
They  would  merely  allow  bis  Majesty's 
government  to  apply  some  of  the  taxes 
granted  for  1814,  not  yet  received,  towards 
the  public  service. 

Mr.  Whkbnad  said,  he  should  be  glad 
to  know  from  the  right  hon.  gentlf*man, 
whether,  he  had  yet  any  doubt  remaining 
that  the  property  tax  expired  on  the  5th 
of  April  next  I 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
although  it  was  not  his  wish  to  express 
what  hia  sentiments  were  as  to  the  con* 
stroction  of  the  Property-tax  Act,  yet  he 
would  say,  that  it  most  obviously  bore  the 
construction  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
put  on  it. 

Mr.  WIMread.    If  the  right  hon.  gen« 
tieman  would  only  state  what  his  own 
constrnetion  of  the  Act  was,  it  wonld  ha 
a  mat  satisfaction  to  tbe  public. 
The  Resolntiona  were  then  agreed  to. 
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Assize  op  Besad.]  Mr.  Serj.  (h^ow 
seeing  in  bis  place  a  worthy  alderman^ 
member  for  the  city  of  London,  who  had 
given  notice  last  session  that  he  would 
submit  to  parliament  some  proposition  re- 
specting the  Assise  of  Bread,  wished  to 
know  whether  tbe  worthy  alderman  per« 
severed  in  his  intention  ;  and,  if  vo,  whe- 
ther be  meant  to  bring  forward  his  mea- 
sure  before  the  recess  ? 

Mr.  Aid.  Atkmt  replied,  that  he  did  not 
conceive  that  he  had  pledged  himself  to 
bring  forward  any  measure  on  the  subject^ 
although  he  had  strongly  recommended  it 
to  the  consideration  of  parliament. 

IK) 
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Mr.  Lmkington  prewnted  the  foHowiog^ 
Account  of  the  Unfunded  Debt  in  Exchequer  Bills  :  OuUtaDding  Ut  Nov.  1814. 


Under  whaX  Acts  issaed. 


48  Geo.  S,  cap.  3 


48  Geo.  3i  cap.  53 


53  Geo.  3,  cap.  27 

—  -   .   -  42 

—  -   .   -119 

—  -   -   -161 

54  Geo.  3,  cap.  2 

—  -   .   -  18 

—  .   -   .  39 

—  .   .   .53 

—  ...  79 


Oq  what  Funds  charged,  and  tbe 
Aiiouot  Muthorlx^  to  be  raised  under  each  Act 


■p^ 


3,000,000 


3,000.000 
1.500,000 
7,991  •2k  iO 

449,200 
4,283,800 

947,000 

I0.0JO5OO 

5.()0O,OO0 

13.109,400 

5,923,000 

2.01 3. 500 


59,227  600 


Held  by  the  Bank  of  England  withoat  Interest, 
payable  Six  Months  after  Peace,  out  of  the  Sup* 
plies  of  the  year • •••••• 

Held  by  the  same,  at  an  Interest  of  £.3  per 
cent,  per  ann.  in  the  first  instance  made  payable 
at  the  same  time,  and  charged  in  like  manner  as 
the  preceding  Bills ;  but  other  contingent  provision 

is  provided  by  tbe  Act    

Supplies...lbl4 ^.1,500,000 

Do. 1813    

Do 1814 «£.l,000.000 

Do 1814 .£.5,000,0()0 

Mall,  Sec.  1814 «e.3.000,OaO 

Supplies...  18 15 ^.10,500.000 

Do 1815 o£^.5,000,000 

Sapplies..tfl8l4 

Supplie8...1815 <£.6,0()0.000 

.  188  I     Do. 1815 X3,000,000 

Exchequer  Bill  Office, 
16  November  1814.  H.  Jadis. 

Wm.  Waterfidds  Accountant.  W.  C.  Smyth. 

Account  of  Monies  in  the  Exchequer,  &c.]    The  following  Accounts  were 

presented  : 

1.  Monies  in  the  Exchequer,  and  remaining  to  be  received,  on  the  8th  of  Nor.  1814* 

to  complete  the  Sum  of  S0,500»000/.  granted  to  arise  from  Wab  Taxes  for  tbe 
service  of  the  year  1814: — Also,  of  Monies  in  the  Exchequer,  and  remaining  to 
be  received,  on  the  same  day,  to  complete  the  Sum  of  24  Millions,  granted  to 
Lis  Majesty,  to  be  raised  by  Annuities,  for  the  service  of  tbe  same  year. 

Amount  of  Money  in  the  Exchequer,  and  remaining  to  be  re-  £  Mm     d, 

ceived,  on  account  of  War  Taa^es    18,198.632  10    4| 

••.  Ditto ...  on  Account  of  Lean .M««-«t ..t.      8,303,841  18    7| 

j:. 26.502,474     8   H| 

2.  Amount  of  Bills  of  ExcaaiNGB  drawn  upon  tbe  Lords  Commissioners  of  bit 
Majesty's  Treasury,  for  tbe  Extraordimaxy  Expenses  of  the  Army,  and  paid 
out  of  Money  issued  to  the  Paymaater-Geneval  of  the  Forces,  between  24(b  Dec 
1813,  and  1st  Nov.  1814. 

Total  Amount  of  the  said  Bills iff.18,921,081 

Towards  which,  there  may  be  considered  as  having  been  applied, — tbe 
Sum  granted  to  his  Majesty  in  the  last  Session  towards  defraying  the 
Extraordinary  Expenses  of  the  Army  for  the  year  1814  9,000,000 


Deficiency 


iS.  9.921,001 


prom  the  Auction  Mart 
THE   Property  Tax.]     Mr. 


Petition 
bespecting 

Wkuhrtad  said,  he  held  in  his  hand  a  pe- 
tition signed  by  certain  persons,  who  com- 
plained iif  having  sufiertd  great  grievance 
and  oppression  under  the  operation  of  the 
Property' Tax.  They  had  been  assessed 
far  beyond  their  fair  proportion,  and  had 


been  compelled  to  pay  much  more  th^ii 
they  were  by  law  r^rquired  to  pay.  They 
had  already  appealed  for  redress  to  every 
quarter  pointed  out  by  the  Act,  but  in. 
eHectually.  Their  last  appeal  had  beed 
made  to  tbe  lords  of  the  Treasniry,  who 
told  them  they  could  grant  them  no  relief. 
Under  such  circumstancea,  they  threw 
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themselves  on  the  consideration  of  that 
House.  The  persons  who  petitioned  were 
those  concerned  in  the  building  called 
'  The  Auctton-mart/  which  opened  in 
Um  year  1810,  and  which  had  been  regu- 
larly BsseaMd  bayend  the  profits  which 
were  aciaally  made.  Mr.  Whitbread  then 
ftated  the  profile  of  the  Auction-mart  for 
three  years,  with  the  aaaessmenta  made 
each  year.  The  result  of  t^  statement 
was,  that  althoagb  their  profits  for  three 
years  only  amounted  to  6^904/.  they  had 
been  asKSsed  al  9,6251,  leaving  a  ba- 
lance of  52  U.  actually  levied  on  them 
beyond  what  they  were  by  law  required 
to  pay.  Instead  of  10  per  cent  on  their 
profiu,  they  had  been  thus  compelled  to 
pay  15. 

The  Petition  having  been  read, 
Mr.  Wkkbread  said,  that  all  he  should 
do  at  present,  would  be  to  move  that  it 
should  lie  on  the  table,  not  pledging  him- 
•elf  indeed  that  be  would  take  any  forther 
ateps  in  the  business.  He  was  very  de- 
sirous, however,  to  obtain  from  the  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (for 
whose  pretence  he  had  waited  before  he 
presented  this  Petition)  an  explicit  decla* 
racieo  of  bis  opinion  as  to  the  time  when 
be  thought  the  Property  Tax  would  ex- 
pire. Would  it,  in  the  right  hon.  gesitie* 
nanV  opinion,  expire  on  the  25  ih  of  April? 
When  the  subject  was  first  mentioned,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  seemed  ignorant  of 
Ihe  precise  words  and  meaning  of  the  Act ; 
hut  yesterdsy  evening  he  had  admitted, 
that  he  had  no  doubt  himself,  although  he 
gave  a  kind  of  intimation  that  some  doubt 
existed  elsewhere.  It  such  a  doubt  really 
existed,  either  on  the  part  of  the  legal  ad* 
▼iaers  of  the  crown,  or  of  any  ol  hia  Ma- 
jesty's miniftteng  it  would  be  well  that  it 
abeuld  be  immediately  and  distinctly  ex* 
pnssed.  For  his  part,  he  apprehended 
that  nothing  could  be  asore  clear  and  un- 
equivocal then  the  words  of  the  statute ; 
Md  if  no  steps  should  be  taken  (as  he 
hoped  Xf9  God  they  would  not)  to  renew 
the  Act  either  entirely  or  in  paK,  he  was 
ewe  that  government  would  not  dare  te 
levy  that  tax  after  the  25ih  of  April.  The 
tax  itself  waa  of  the  most  obnoxious  de- 
eertption.  The  case  conprehf*nded  in  the 
Petition  which  he  had  just  presented,  was 
ewhr  one  of  thousands  of  cases  of  hardahip 
and  injustice,  increasing,  of  course,  as  the 
•peratinn^  of  this  tax  had  been  rendered 
More  biirth«msoine.  from  its  origin  to  the 
preseiH  hour.  The  House  woeM  recollect 
ihntp  irhen  the  teat  wta  ftnt  imradueed  by 


Mr.  Pitt,  nder  the  name  of  the  Income 
Tax,  so  far  was  it  from  occasioning  the 
public  exposure  of  the  property  of  an  in« 
dividual,  that  every  meana  was  taken  te 
prevent  such  an  exposmre.  The  principle 
of  Mr.  Pitt's  Bin  was  secresy ;  no  person's 
afiiurs  Were  developed  to  the  world ;  and  it 
was  atteaspted  to  render  the  measure  pa* 
Istabte  by  the  very  declaration,  that  it 
would  be  attended  with  no  exposure.  Tha 
very  reverse  was  the  case  with  the  exist* 
ing  Act.  Grievous  were  the  burthens  whick 
it  ilnposed  on  the  people.  By  the  people 
those  burthens  had  been  cheerfully  borne  ; 
but  that  cheerfulness  would  expire  with 
the  termination  of  the  Act ;  and  the  House 
were,  in  his  opinion,  bound  to  keep  paca 
with  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  not  re* 
new  a  measure  so  oppressive  ;^— oppressive, 
not  so  much  on  account  of  the  money 
which  it  wrung  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
people,  as  from  the  mode  in  which,  af 
necessity,  that  money  was  collected.  He 
was  glad  to  afibrd  an  opportunity  to  tlw 
right  hon.  gentleman  (which  he  trusted  ha 
would  embrace)  of  explicitly  declaring 
the  determination  of  government;  and  be 
was  perstiaded  that  if  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tieman  should  intimate  that  it  was  intended 
to  propose  the  prolongation  of  the  tas^ 
the  country  would  lose  no  time  in  peti* 
tioning  parliament  upon  it. 

The  Okmcetfor  nf  ike  Exdkqver  had  no 
objection  to  allow  the  Petition  to  lie  on 
the  table.  As  to  the  argumenu  used  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  respecting  the  Pro* 
party  Tax,  they  would  not  prevent  him 
from  the  execution  of  what  lie  thought 
right.  He  should  no  more  shrink  from 
his  duty,  if  he  should  conceive  it  to  be 
such,  in  proposing  to  continue  the  whole, 
or  a  portion  of  the  Property  Tax,  than 
he  was  eanvinced  the  people  of  this  coun^ , 
try  would,  from  cheerfully  bearing  its 
weight  a  little  longer,  if  its  necessity  were 
made  apparent.  As  to  its  natural  termi^ 
nation,  he  #ould  not  hesitate  to  say,  tbati 
like  all  cither  war  taxes,  it  would  expire, 
not  on  the  25th,  but  on  the  5th  of  April 
next,  unlem  it  should  be  renewed  or  con* 
tinned  by  the  authority  of  parliament. 
As  to  the  contrast  which  tbe  hon.  gentle^ 
man  had  made  between  the  manner  in 
which  this  tax  was  collected  at  present, 
and  at  tbe  time  it  was  first  imposed  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  he  was  completely  in  the  wrong. 
It  was  under  Mr.  Pitt  that  a  complete  ex- 
posure of  the  private  circumstances  of  am 
individual  took  place.  At  present  it  was, 
in  fact,  void  of  that  objectioD.    Na  ma(^ 


JS47]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,     Colatul  Pahnet's  Moimfor  the  Proctedingt      [24S 

was  now  called  apon  to  deckffe  at  once 

the  whole  amount  of  his  income.  It  o|ight 

be  derived  from  twenty  different  sourceSi 

and  the  charge  would  be  made  and  re-  Mr.  Speaker ;  at  the  time  I   g^wB 

ceiled  on  each  of  these  apart,  without  re-    notice  to  the  House  of  the  motion 

before  it,  I  could  only  state  from  recollec- 


Tealing  the  secret  of  the  whole.  When  it 
was  proved  that  the  produce  of  the  new 
tax  was  three  times  greater  than  that  of 
the  old,  it  might  well  be  inferred  that  it 
had  been  more  cheerfully  paid,  and  was 
theref&ii^e  found  to  be  less  burthensome. 
Kespecting  the  application  made  by  the 
parties  who  presented  the  petition  to  the 
board  of  Treasury,  he  well  recollected  it. 
But  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  lords 
of  the  Treasury  to  grant  the  relief  sued 
for,  be.cause  the  act  of  parliament  had 
made  the  commissioners  of  the  taxes  to- 
tally independent  from  them,  not  being 
appointed  by  the  crown. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  that  this  was  one  of 
the  many  instances  of  extreme  hardship 
which  unavoidably  occurred  from  the 
operation  of  this  tax.  If  he  did  not  enter* 
lainti  hope  that  this  odious  tax  would  ex* 
pire  in  a  short  time,  tie  should  move  that 
this  petition  be  referred  to  a  committee ; 
not  with  a  view  of  nflking  this  House  act 
as  assessors  of  taxes,  but  to  shew  that,  from 
the  very  nature  of  the  tax,  abuses  of  this 
sort  were  unavoidable.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman,  however,  now  seemed  to  give 
it  pretty  clearly  to  be  understood,  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  make  the  tax  co- 
extensive with  the  war  in  which  we  were 
now  engaged.  Now  as  the  American  war 
was  but  a  petty  war  in  comparison  to  the 
great  w^r  in  which  the  country  wai  lately 
engaged,  he  thought  that  the  government 
ought  to  be  prepared  to  give  up  at  least 
a  great  part  of  this  tax.  He  bad  always 
thought  that  the  commissioners  of  this  tax 
had  been  in  some  measure  appointed  by 
the  (government. 

Mr.  IVcstern  now  understood  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  meant  to  propose 
the  renewal  of  ihis  tax.  He  thought  that 
if  the  House  should  attempt  the  renewal 
of  an  act  which  was  so  expressly  under- 
stood as  not  to  be  continued  longer  than 
the  25th  of  April,  such  a  violation  of  pub* 
lie  faith  might  lead  to  the  most  dangerous 
consequences. 

The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Colonel  Palmbr's  Motion  for   the 
Proceedings  oe  the  Covrt-Martial  on 
Colonel  Quentin.].  On  the  order  of  the 
^ay  being  read. 


Colonel  Palmer  rose,  and  addressed   the 
House  as  follows : 


tion  the  grounds   upon  which  I   shoo  Id 
brins  it  forward;   but  as  I  hold  in   my 
hand  a  copy  of  the  Document  in  qoestioo, 
I  beg  to  read  the  precise  words  to  wbich 
I  then  referred,  and  which  are  contained 
in  the   General  Order    issued   from    the 
Horse  Guards,  relative  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  Court-martial  on  colonel  Quentin. 
The  passage  to  which  I  beg  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  immediately  foilovrs 
the  Opinion  and  Sentence  of  the  Court  apon 
the  Charges,  and  runs  t'Eus :  "  The  Court, 
however,  cannot  conclude  these  proceed- 
ings without  expressing  their  regret,  that  * 
there  appears  to  have  existed  such  »  want 
of  co-operation  among  the  ofliciers  of  the 
regiment,  as  to  render  the  duties  of  the 
commanding  officer  much  more  arduous 
than  they  otherwise  would  have  been." 
Now,  Sir,  I  must  repeat,  that  this  obserra- 
tion  is  totally  unfounded,  and  that  there  is 
not  the  slightest  evidence  throughont  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings  to  warrant  an  as* 
sertion  offthe  kind ;  and  this  observation  is 
the  more  to  be  complained  of,  as  it  has 
been  made  the  ground  of  the  heavy  cedsure 
and  punishment  that  has   been  inflicted 
upon  the  officers. 

It  was  my  intention,  as  I  stated  in  giv« 
ing  notice,  to  confine  myself  to  this  charge 
against  the  Court,  as  the  ground  for  ad- 
dressing the  Prince  Regent  to  order  the 
proceedings  of  the  Cour^martial  to  be 
Jaid  before  the  House ;  and  to  delay  entering 
into  any  discussion  of  the  merits,  until  the 
proceedings  had  been  printed,  and  suffi- 
cient time  allowed  for  the  House  to  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  subject.  I  own 
I  regret  that  I  cannot  proceed  as  I  intend- 
ed ;  but  having  been  informed  by  hononr- 
able  friends,  more  experienced  in  the  prac- 
tice of  parliament  than  myself,  that  I  mast 
state  the  whole  case,  to  induce  the  Hoose 
to  consent  to  the  proceedings  being  laid 
before  it,  I  find  myself  under  the  necessity 
of  entering  into  the  detail,  most  respect- 
fully entreating  their  indulgence  in  thus 
trespusing  upon  their  time. 

Before  I  begin,  I  beg  leave  to  say  one 
word  as  to  my  determination  in  bringing 
forward  this  question,  being  aware  that 
it  has  been  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
many  hon.  friends.  No  one  can  feel 
more  sensibly  than  myself  that  the  mo« 
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tton  migbt  have  been  pot  in  much  abler 
hands ;  and  I  certainly  regret,  that  opon 
such  an  occasion  I  shonliLhappen  to  bold 
a  seat  in  this  House :  but  being  a  member, 
and  the  necessity  of  my  attendance  hay- 
ing been  declared  by  those  who  would 
have  had  another  hon.  member  undertake 
the  motion^  I  own  I  have  felt  the  neees« 
aity  of  bringing  it  forward  myself,  to  ob- 
viate the  nbjectioD  which  migbt  have  been 
urged  against  the  motion,  had  Ideclined  it; 
as  it  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  observ- 
ed by  gentlemen  opposite,  thai  as  I,  who 
was  a  party  in  the  business,  and  who  had 
had  the  whole  conduct  of  it,  did  not  think 
proper  to  complain  to  the  House,  it  could 
only  be  brought  forward  by  others  in 
oppoiition  to  the  government.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  having  come  for- 
ward, without  communicating  with  any 
hon.  member  on  either  side,  but  solely 
from  a  sense  of  duty  to  those  whose  cause 
I  had  undertaken,  and  to  the  service  I 
had  the  honour  to  belong  to,  will  obviate 
such  objection* 

In  the  6rst  place.  Sir,  I  beg  to  read  to 
the  House  the  General  Order  from  the 
Horse  Guards,  by  which  the  Sentence  and 
Observations  of  the  Court  and  the  Prince 
Regent  are  made  public ;  and  which  states, 
"  That  his  royal  highness  the  Commander 
in  Chief  had  been  pleased  to  direct,  that 
the  following  copy  of  a  letter,  containing 
the  Opinion  and  Sentence  of  a  Genersd 
Court-martial  recently  held  for  the  trial 
of  colonel  George  Quentin  of  the  10th,  or 
Prince  of  Wales's  own  royal  regiment  of 
Light  Dragoons,  and  the  Prince  Regent's 
pleasure  thereon,  '  shall  be  entered  in  the 
'  generaUorder  book^  and  read  at  the  head 
'  of  every  regiment  in  his  Majesty's  ser- 
•  vice/  " 

Now,  Sir,  this  Order,  although  cot- 
tomary,  is  a  cruel  aggravation  of  the  case 
of  the  officers,  and  particularly  claims 
the  consideration  of  the  House  :  by  this 
Order,  they  have  not  only  been  censured 
and  disgraced  in  front  of  their  own  regi- 
ment, but  such  disgrace  has  been  promul- 
gated throughout  the  army,  who  may  na- 
turally be  supposed  to  concur  in  the 
justice  of  the  sentence,  being  ignorant  of 
the  proceedings  on  which  it  has  been 
founded ;  and  considering  the  respect  and 
obedience  they  are  bound  to  pay  the  au- 
thority by  which  this  sentence  has  been 
approved. 

Having  the  whole  of  this  case  to  go 
through,!  shall  proceed  by  reading  each 
Charge,  with  the  Opinion  and  Sentence  of 


the  Court,  and  then  refer  to  my  Reply 
to  the  Defence  of  colonel  Quentin,  callings 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  such  parts 
of  the  evidence  as  I  conceive  may.  be  ne- 
cessary; and  I  beg  particularly  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  op- 
posite (Mr.  Manners  Satton,the  judge-ad- 
vocate) to  the  detail  I  shall  eoter  into,  or 
it  will  be  for  him  to  correct  me  in  any 
misstatement  which  I  may  be  conceived  to 
make. 

The  hon.  member  here  began  with 
reading  the  first  Charge,  the  Opinion  of 
the  Court  thereupon,  and  afterwards  hit 
own  Reply  to  col.  Qaentin's  Defence  upon 
this  Charge,*  and  then  proceeded  as  fol- 
lows: 

*  Firsi  Charge. 

"That  on  the  10th  day  of  January, 
1814^  the  regiment  being  on  that  day  on 
duty,  foraging  in  the  valley  of  Macoy, 
in  France,  and  the  said  colonel  Qaentm 
having  the  comfnand  of  the  regiment, 
did  not  make  the  proper  and  timely 
arrangements  to  insure  the  success  of 
the  regiment  in  its  operations  of  foraging, 
although  directed  so  to  do  by  the  Bri- 
gade Order  of  the  0th  of  January  1814; 
but  neglected  and  abandoned  his  doty  as 
commanding  officer,  leaving  some  of  the 
divisions  without  orders  or  support  when 
attacked  by  the  enemy,  whereby  some 
men  and  horses  of  the  regiment  were 
taken  prisoners,  and  the;  safety  of  such 
divisions  hazarded :  such  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  said  colonel  Quentin  evincing 
great  pfofessional  incapacity,  tending  to 
lessen  the  confidence  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  regiment  in  the  skill  and  courage  of 
their  officers,  beine  unbecoming  and  dis- 
graceful to  bis  character  as  an  officer, 
prejudicial  to  good  order  and  military 
discipline,  and  contrary  to  the  Articles  of 
War." 

Opinion  qf  the  Cowri. 

**  The  Court  having  maturely  weighed 
and  considered  the  evidence  on  the  part 
of  the  prosecution*  u  well  as  what  has 
been  offered  in  defence,  are  of  opinion, 
that  colonel  Quentin  is  guilty  of  so  much 
of  the  first  Charge  as  imputes  to  him 
having  neglected  his  duty  as  commanding 
officer,  on  the  10th  of  January,  by  leaving 
some  of  the  divisions  without  orders  when 
attacked  by  the  enemy  ;  but  acquit  him  of 
the  remainder  of  the  Charge." 

Colonel  Palmer^i  Kepfy  to  Colonel  Queniin'a 
Defoice  upon  the  Jint  Charge. 
*'  I  now  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention 
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'  The  Hoase,  Sir»  will  here  obsenre,  ih«t 
the  Coirt  have  only  foaad  colMiel  Quenliii 
of  ibai  pATt  of  the  Charge  which 


•f  the  Court  to  the  Charges  preferred 
agMmt  colonel  QueniiD,  to  the  way  in 
wiMch  they  hare  been  proved  by  the  oti* 
dence  I  have  adduced  in  sapport  of  then, 
and  also  to  the  nature  of  the  Defence 
which  colonel  Quenttn  has  choeen  to  set 
np  against  them. 

**  In  support  of  the  first  Charge,  it  is  in 
evidence,  that  the  regiment  foraged  on 
the  day  stated  in  the  valley  of  Macoy, 
vnder  the  command  of  colonel  Qiieotin ; 
that  the  Brigade  Orders,  which  directed 
the  regiment  so  to  forage,  pointed  oat  the 
proper  and  timelj  arrangements  which 
were  to  be  made  for  that  purpose ;  that 
instead  of  these  timely  arrangements 
being  made,  that  it  was  12  o'clock  at 
noon,  and  that  two  troops  had  actually 
begun  to  forage  in  the  valley,  before 
colonel  Qaentin  dispatched  captain  Lloyd 
to  general  Morillo  for  the  parties  of  infan- 
try to  cover  the  foragers ;  that  the  troops 
so  detached  had  a  short  time  only  begun 
to  forage  before  they  were  attacked  by  the 
enemy;  that  colonel  Qaentin  was  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  foragers  when  the 
attack  began ;  that  he  left  them  without 
orders  or  support  when  so  attacked  ;  that 
some  of  the  men  and  horses  were  taken ; 
and  that  the  safety  of  the  foraging  divi* 
aions  was  hazarded. 

"  Now,  what  is  colonel  Qaentin's  an* 
swer  ?  Colonel  Qaentin  admits  having  the 
Order,  but  says  it  was  evening  before  he 
received  it^  and  too  late  to  send  to  general 
Morillo  that  night;  that  he  save  orders 
to  send  a  subaltern  officer  to  tnat  general 
the  next  morning  at  day-break  for  a  co- 
vering party,  and  then  himself  proceeded 
to  the  valley.  He  states  the  way  in  which 
he  found  the  valley  occupied  by  our 
troops  and  the  Spaniards.*-He  then  states 
some  misapprehension  on  his  part  of  the 
Brigade  Order,  and  connects  that  misap- 
prehension with  the  w«y  In  which  he  re- 
lates the  valley  to  be  occupied  by  Spa- 
niards and  British. 

''  Colonel  Quentin  then  says,  that  upon 
arriving  at  the  valley,  not  finding  the  offi- 
cer who  had  been  sent  on  (and  I  shall 
shew  that  no  officer  could  or  had  been 
sent),  or  a  proper  covering  party,  he  dis- 
patched captain  Lloyd  to  general  Morillo. 
A  few  men  then,  coUmel  Quentin  says, 
turning  out  when  captain  Lloyd  was  gone, 
the  Spanish  picqueti  being  in  his  front. 


he  has  faionelf  confessed,  viz.  the  baving 
leA  the  divisiona  without  orders^  wheo  at- 
tacked by^  the  enemy  ;  but  I  mainlaia, 

*     -  -      -      ■ 

and  an  English  picqoet  at  the  charch  of 
Macoy,  and  concluding  that  his  last  mes- 
sage to  general  Moriilo  would  soon  give 
htm  a  sufficient  covering  party  (akhoogh 
captain  Lloyd,  tho  Court  will  observe,  had 
two  miles  to  go  for  the  Order,  and  in  tbe 
then  state   of  the  roads,  which   colonel 
Quintin  knew,  to  take  that  Order  to  the 
ootposts)^    he  allowed   the   forag^ing    to 
begin ;  and  then,  holding  the  attack  light 
which  was  made  upon  the  troops,  alihoagh 
it  is  evident  he  at  the  time  knew  nothing 
of  their  fiite,  and  was  leaving  them  under 
fire,  colonel  Qaentin  concludes  that  pari 
of  his  narrative  with  this  most  extraordi- 
nary declaration  for  a  commanding  offi- 
cer, under  such  circumstances — **  1  there- 
fore/' sayscolonel  Qaentin,  "took  tbe  regi- 
ment tNkck,  foraging  as  we  returned  up  the 
hill ;  leaving,  as  has  been  stated,  the  troops 
nearest  where  the  enemy  had  advanced  ia 
the  valley  ;  but  naturally  concluding  thst 
they  would  *  follow  and  overtake,  or  h!& 
in'  with  us  by  a  different  road.*' — Now  I 
beg  leave  to  ask  the  Courts  whether  they 
could  have  believed  it  possible  that  any 
officer  in  the  commaiul  of  a  regiment, 
with  part  of  it  under  such  circQni<«taiices, 
could  make  such  a  confession  ?     That  be 
could  confess  he  left  the  troops  attncked, 
no  order,  it  is  proved,  of  any  descriptioa 
having  been  sent  to  them,  or  a  single  per- 
son being  left  to  tetl  them  which  way  the 
regiment  had  retreated ;  in  a  fog,  too,  which 
was  one  of  colonel  Quentin's  reasons  ft>r 
retiring ;  and  content  himself  (I  quote  his 
words)  *  with  naturally  concluding  that 
the  troops  would  follow  and  overtak«>,  or 
ftill  in  with  him  ?'  Why,  genlJemen  of  the 
Court-martial,   without  discusshig  minor 
points,  I  might  leave  this  charge  where  it 
iS|  and  be  satisfied  that  enough  of  it  is 
established  against  colonel  Qaentin,  and 
that  upon  his  own  confession,  to  draw 
down  tbe  severest  sentence  of  this  Coart 
upon  him.    Bat  colonel  Quentin  seeaaa  ta 
cUim  for  himself  some  merit,  upon  the 
calculation  he  had  made  of  the  loss  which 
the  regiment  might  sustain,  and  at  rha 
anxiety  he  seemed  to  express  wheo  capt. 
Fitzclarence  came  to  report  to  him  the 
situation  of  his  troop.— Now  referriiig  lo 
the  evidence  of  captains  Stuart  and  Fiis« 
clarence,  and  of  lieutenant  Fitaclarence, 
which  I  do,  to  shew  the  nature  and  dan* 
ger  of  the  nttack  made  by  the  tnemy  on 
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that  the  fint  part  of  the  charge  has  been 
eqeally  proved,  t'ib.  his  ha?iog  neglected 
to  make  the  proper  and  timely  arrange* 

the  foraging  divisiona»  I  refer  the  Court 
aUo  to  the  evidence  of  fthe  two  first- named 
officers,  to  shew  that,  from  the  moment 
of  the  attackf  they  were  without  ordeVs  oir 
aupportof  any  description,  but  that  which 
their  own  prudence  suggested  to  tb«m : 
and  yetf  from  all  the  evidence  which  can 
be  collected,  allowing  for  tbe  variance  in 
opinion  which  there  may  exist  as  to  dis 
tance>  colonel  Quentia  appears,  from  the 
moment  the  first  shot  was  fired,  to  his 
leading  the  retreat  of  the  regiment  up  the 
moonlain  upon  his  retarn,  to  have  been 
within  a  short  distance  from  the  spot 
where  tbe  safety  of  those  troops  was 
hazarded. 

"  But  colonel  Queotin,  who,  I  beg  the 
Court  to  observe,  rests  his  Defence  to  this 
Charge  upon  the  events  as  they  accident- 
ally  happened,  not  as  thev  were  prodaced 
b>  his  prudence,  holds  the  attack,  as  far 
as  relates  to  the  enemy's  cavalry,  light, 
because  lieutenant  Fitarlarrnce  is  unable 
from  where  he  was  placed  to  asceruin 
their  nature  or  their  number.    But  capt. 
Stuart,  who  with  his  troop  was  in  a  dif- 
ferent situation,  and  the  Court  will  recol* 
lect  the  nature  of  the  country,  gives  a 
different  account  of  their  numbers  and  ap« 
pearance ;  adding,  that  had  he  been  at- 
tacked by  superior  numbers,  he  should  have 
engaged  them,  expecting  support  from  cok 
Quentin.  Indeed,  captain  Stuart's  evidence 
is  so  de9criptiva  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
attack,  that  Icannot  help  here  introduoing 
it,  to  shew  how  little  colonel  ttoentin's 
calculations  were  warranted,  and  how  un« 
officer-like  it  was  in  him  to  be  speculating 
upon  the  safety  of  these  divisions,  instead 
of  performing   his   duty   by  personally 
ascertaining  it,  or  at  least  sending  those 
on  whom    he   could   depend.     Capuin 
Stuait  says,  that  alter  nearly  completing 
his  furaging,  the  vidette  be  had  placed  on 
his  front  came  galloping  in,  and  informed 
him  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  with 
cavalry  and  infantry ;  that  he  went  ap  to 
see,  and  observed  the  enemy  advancing 
with  cavalry  and   infantry  towards    the 
Spanish  picquet ;  that  he  rode  back,  and 
formed  his  troop  in  rear  of  it ;  which  he 
had  ttcarely  done,  when  the  picqoet  was 
dfiveti  back  in  confaaiiMi;  that  having  no 
oiders,  he  remained  on  tbe  ground  aa  long 
as  he  cottld,  and  then  retired  through  the 
Spaiii»b  caateaoiMts^  aoi  knowing  the 
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ments  to  insure  the  success  of  tbe  regi» 
ment  as  directed  by  tbe  Brigade  Oiders  s 
and  with  respect  to  the  Incapacity  he  ii 

road  the  regiment  had  taken  by  Macor* 
— So  much  for  colonel  Quentin's  onofficer* 
like  conclusion,  that  the  troops  would 
*  follow  and  overtake,'  or  fall  in  with  him* 
—And  it  was  not  till  ailernoon,  the  Coori 
sees,  when  colonel  Quentin  sent  for  capl* 
Stuart,  that  colonel  Quentki  found  hie 
speculations  upon  the  safety  oi  the  troope 
veiifind. 

"  With  respect  to  the  anxiety  colonel 
Quentin  betrayed  to  captain  Fitxclarence, ' 
when  that  ofiicer  found  him  at  the  top  of 
the  hill,  two  miles,  tbe  Court  will  observe, 
from  where  he  had  left  the  foragers  under 
fire,  and  atucked,  I  must  own  I  give  him 
no  credit  for  it,  as  a  feeling  of  laudabla 
interest  for  the  fite  of  the  troops.  This 
anxiety  of  colonel  Quentin's  at  this  period 
when  captain  Fitzclarence  came  up,  is  to 
me  the  strongest  evidence  of  bis  mis- 
conduct. It  was  the  natural  feeling  of  a 
man  who  knew  that  be  bad  left  great  dutiee 
unperformed,  and  that  he  bad  consigned 
to  chance  the  safety  of  those  who  had  beea 
specially  entrusted  to  his  charge.  Had 
colonel  Quentin  performed  his  duty  opoa 
that  occasion,  instead  of  bis  making  these 
anxious  inquiries  respecting  the  fate  of  the 
troops,  it  was  he  who  should  have  been 
able  to  satisfy  the  feelings  of  the  regiment 
for  the  safety  of  their  comrades.  And  I 
can  take  upon  myself  to  assert,  that  had 
it  been  becoming  to  have  examined  the 
men  as  to  the  sensations  of  the  regiment 
when  colonel  Quentin  led  it  to  the  rear, 
and  left  these  troops  under  fire,  it  would 
have  proved,  that  there  existed  the 
strongest  marks  of  anxiety  and  fear  for 
their  fate. 

<'  It  really  is  painful  for  me  to  be  cod« 
tinually  calling  upon  the  Court  to  look  to 
evidence ;  but  if  they  will  refer  to  ser- 
jeant  Marcbant's  statement,  at  the  period 
of  the  attack,  thev  will  see  that  ^t  thia 
moment  of  difl&cuity  and  hazard  to  the 
troops  in  queation,  colonel  Quentin,  in* 
stead  of  displaying  the  energy  and  zeal  of 
a  commanding  officer  under  such  circum- 
stances, is  tamely  riding  his  horse  to  and 
fro,  occasionally  looking  at  the  enemy; 
and  then,  without  advancing  himself,  which 
I  contend  under  the  circumstances  (in 
opposttioa  to  cokMiel  Quentin's  assertion 
to  the  contrary)  be  should  have  done  in 
person  (for  I  waa  never  weak  enough  to 
I  suppose  ihai,  ia  the  state  6f  the  roads,  he 
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charged  with,  I  think  I  cannot  better  ex- 
plain it«  than  by  reading  to  the  House  a 


was  to  mo?e  with  the  regiment)*  or  de- 
taching any  one  else  to  support  the  troops, 
he  quietly,  as  he  himself  states,  is  con- 
tented with  filing  and  leading  the  regiment 
to  the  rear,  through  all  the  intricacies  of 
the  country,  leafing  the  foragers  under 
the  fire  and  attack  of  an  enemy,  whose 
strength  be  had  taken  no  measures  to 
ascertain,' and  whose  power  to  hazard  the 
safety  of  such  divisions,  he  had  taken  no 
means  to  inquire  into. 

'*  With  Vespect  to  colonel  Quentin's 
assertion,  that  he  sent  an  officer  at  day- 
break on  the  10th  to  general  Morillo,  no 
such  circumstance  took  place. 

"  The  truthJs,  colonel  Quentin  mistook 
the  tenor  of  the  ord^r;  and  instead  of 
attending  to  the  letter  of  it,  which  directs 
the  report  to  be  made  to  general  Morillo, 
he  concluded,  it  appears,  that  it  had  been 
matter  of  previous  arrangement,  and  con- 
sidered, as  he  says  in  his  Defence,  that  he 
was  certain  of  being  covered  without  much 
previous  notice;  in  fact,  that  the  mere 
detaching  an  officer  and  a  quartermaster 
early  to  seek  for  forage,  would  oe  sufficient 
notice.  Then  why  does  not  colonel 
Quentin  acknowledge  this?  Why  bring 
the  acting  adjutant  to  swear  that  some 
officer,  he  knows  not  whom,  was  detached 
at  day-break.  Does  the  orderly  book 
contain  ~such  an  order  on  the  9  th  ?  I  can 
answer.  No.  The  fact  is,  it  was  on  the 
]2th  that  lieutenants  Fitzclarence  and 
Wyndham  were  in  orders  to  go  to  general 
Morillo,  previously  to  the  regiment's 
foraging  on  thai  day  in  the  valley  of 
Macoy.  And  the  colonel  and  the  serjeant- 
major,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  have  con* 
founded  the  circumstances  and  the  datea. 
But  the  Court,  if  they  look  to  the  way  in 
which  captain  Lloyd  was  sent  to  general 
Morillo,  without  an}'  expressiqas  of  sur- 
prise on  the  part  of  colonel  Quentin  that 
1)0  covering  party  was  afiFbrded  in  conse- 
quence of  bis  application,  and  recollect 
too  the  silence  with  which  colonel  Quentin 
received  general  Morillo's  rebnke  for  the 
lateness  of  his  application,  they  will  be 
satisfied  that  the  application  had  not  been 
previously  made.  Had  colonel  Quentin 
made  the  application,  he  would  have 
stated  it  at  the  time.  The  officer  who 
had  been  sent  would  have  been  inquired 
for  at  the  instant,  and  have  been  the  object 
of  severe  rebuke,  if  not  of  some  more 
serious  proceeding.    But  there  is  another 


letter  contained  in  the  evidence,  which 
was  written  to  him  by  order  oT  the  ge* 

strong  circumstance,  which  shews  that 
colonel  Quentin,  even  at  the  period  the 
Court  were  trying  the  first  Charge,  had  no 
idea  of  any  such  excuse ;  and  that  is,  his 
suffering  captain  Lloyd  to  be  examined  to 
the  very  point,  and  lieutenant  Fitzclarence 
to  appear  as  a  witness  to  the  Charge,  and 
potting  no  question  to  either  of  them  in 
cross-examination,  to  elucidate  the  circum* 
stance. 

"  Before,  howerer,  I  close  my  observa- 
tions on  this  Charge,  I  must  beg  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Court  to  the  evidence 
of  brigade-major  Jones,  who,  although  he, 
the  instant  he  heard  the  firing,  rode  off  to 
the  nearest  infantry-|)ost  to  bring  up  some 
detachments  of  infantry  to  support  the 
foragers  whom  he  had  heard  were  in  the 
valley,  yet  tells  the  Court  he  considered 
a  covering  party  had  been  stationed,  be* 
cause  there  was  an  order  to  apply  to 
general  Morillo  for  the  purpose. 

"  But  if  there  could  be  a  doubt  that  the 
effect  of  this  want  of  arrangement  produced 
the  loss  of  the  men  and  horses,  brigade- 
major  Jones's  evidence  removes  the  diffi- 
culty ;  for  his  opinion  is  (and  he  appears 
to  have  well  known  the  ground  and  the 
nature  of  the  country)  that  if  a  covering 
chain  had  been  established,  it«would  have 
prevented  a  sodden  surprise,  and  probably 
have  saved  the  loss  of  the  men  and  horses. 
Indeed. he  goes  further,  and  states,  that  one 
hundred  men  properly  posted  would  have 
stopped  a  large  body  of  infantry.  What, 
would  they  have  done,  when  it  appears  by 
the  evidence  and  colonel  Quentin's  admis- 
sion, that  they  were  the  enemy's  picquets 
only  that  advanced;  although  colonel 
Quentin  at  the  time  had  no  means,  and 
certainly  took  no  means,  to  ascertain  the 
force  } 

"But  the  whole  of  colonel . Quentin's 
conduct  was  a  mass  of  confusion  and  incon- 
sistency. Quarter-master  Eyres,  it  ap- 
pears, found  forage  amidst  plenty  and 
security;  and  yet  sudh  was  the  arrange- 
ment, that  no  advantage  could  be  taken 
of  it;  and  lieutenant  Fitzclarence  is  seen« 
by  colonel  Quentin's  order,  seeking  for 
forage  in  general  Morillo's  cantonments, 
after  an  express  direction  that  they  were 
to  be  respected. 

'*  There  are  many  other  observations 
that  suggest  themselves  upon  this  Charge  ; 
but  the  Court  evinces  such  honourable 
paina  in  the  inTestigation  of  the  evidence^ 
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neral  of  the  brigade*  in  conM^tieiioe  of  bit 
mMDanftgcinefit  opoo  this  occatioD.*  I 
cannot  conceive  a  stronger  charge  of  in* 
oapaoUy  than  it  contained  in  the  wbdo  of 


•^^m^mm 


that  it  it  scarcely  n^cctsary  to  atter  tbam. 
«<  But  I  perhaps  may  be  perioitled  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Court  to  lord  fid- 
ward  Somer^^t't  letur  of  the  l6th»  which^ 
waa  produced  by  colonel  Qaentin'a  want 
of  anvngeoieni  on  the  10th;  and  i  think 
that  ibe  Cocrtt  connociing  that  letter  as 
they  will  with  the  eyidencc  en  thit  Charge, 
will  b«  Ibrcifoiy  tuuck  with  the  applica- 
tion of  lord  Combermere't  opinioo  of 
colonel  Quentin't  icadeqoacy  to  the  con- 
■land  of  a  regiment  of  light  drageottt  open 
cctite  tervioe." 

iGtkJmmary^  1814. 

"  Sir ;  in  oontequence  of  the  repeated 
nfFairt  with  the  eoeaiy,  which  have  occop* 
red  when  the  rogi«enta  hare  been  oot 
foraging,  and  in  which  we  have  generally 
sudered  tone  iotti  I  mm  diteclod  by  my 
lord  Edward  Someraea  to  refer  you  to  the 
brigade  ordert  which  have  boon  given  re- 
apecting  ibe  precantioat  which*  mutt  al- 
ways be  talcen  before  the  foraging  com- 
mencet,  by  making  application  to  the 
officer  commanding  the  infantry  in  the 
Beighbourhood  in  which  the  troops  are 
directed  to  forage,  for  partiea  to  rerm  a 
foraging  chain  to  protect  the  men  during 
that  operation. 

•*  I  have  alio  the  m^or-generart  ordert 
10  requeit  you  will  not  forage  in  future, 
mtil  after  yoo  have  tent  out  officertto 
atcertain  the  houses  iq  which  the  forage 
is  to  be  obtained,  and  that  yoo  have  re* 
ceived  their  reports  thereupon.  Thit  yon 
will  be  pleased  to  do  to-morrow,  trnd 
every  su<^ceedingday,  when  your  regiment 
it  to  forage ;  in  order  that,  with  the  pre* 
caotiont  directed  above,  yon  may  guard 
ngaintt  turprite  during  the  time  the 
Uoopt  are  employed  on  this  duty. 

"  I  am  desired  lo  add,  that  the  general 
withes  you  to  tend  ont  proper  people  to 
find  the  forage  the  day  oefore  the  forag* 
ing  it  to  take  place ;  and  that  you  will, 
in  the  event  of  iu  being  in  the  immediate 
▼icinity  of  the  enemy,  report  to  the 
nejor-general  the  place  you  intend  to 
larage,  in  order  that  yoo  mAV  receive  bit 
directions  thert^on.  I  h»ve  the  honour  to 
bci  Sir,  &c.  your  very  obedient  tervant, 

Chaulks  Jones,  M.  B. 
To  Lieut.  Col.  Quentin»  commanding 
HHh  Hustlers,  Caflibtt 
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this  letter,  addressed  to  the  commanding  oi^ 
fioer  of  a  cavalry  regiment;  and  yet  upon 
the  trial  colonel  Quentin  declares,  thai  ho 
has  no  recollection  «t  all  of  this  letter, 
which  is  proved  to  b^TO  been  tent  to  him* 
I  must,  therefore,  appeal  to  the  House,  if 
thit  want  of  memory  in  cotonel  Quentin 
doet  not  argue  hit  iotentibility  to  all  re* 
proof,  or  that  he  was  to  conttantly  in  tho 
habit  of  receivhig  it,  that  he  could  nd 
call  to  mind  thit  particular  instance. 

I  now  come  to  the  Second  Change.  [The 
boa.  member  here  read  thf^i^cond Charge, 
with  the  Opinion  of  th^ourt,and  bit  Re- 
ply to  the  Defence  upoh  it.*]    With  re* 

♦  Second  Charge^ 

**  Tbii  taid  coloiial  Quentin  having  tha 
commaud  of  the  regiment,  the  day  after 
the  battle  of  Orthei,  vi;(.  on  the  28th  day 
of  Febfiiary  1614,  on  the  high  roi^d  lead- 
ing to  St.  Sever,  iQ/rooi  of  the  village  of 
Hagelmfn,  department  of  Laodes,  in 
Francf ,  and  the  regimev^t  being  on  that 
day  engaged  with  the  enemy,  he,  the  said 
colonel  Quentin,  did  not,  previously  to,  or 
during  the  period  the  regiment  wat  so  en- 
gaged, make  such  efi&ctual  attemptt  at  he 
ought  to  have  done,  by  hit  presence,  and 
by  bit  own  personal  exertiont  and  exam- 
ple, to  CO- operate  with,  or  topport  the  ad- 
vanced divisiont  of  the  10th  Hutsara 
under  bis  command;  but  neglected  ai)d 
abandoned  his  duty  as  commandiu  offi- 
cer, and  thereby  ba;wrded  the  talety  of 
those  divisions,  and  the  character  and  re<* 
puiation  of  the  regiment :  such  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  said  colonel  Quentin, 
tending  to  lessen  the  confidence  of  the 
soldiert  in  the  skill  and  courage  of  their 
officers,  being  unbecoming  his  character 
at  an  oificer,  prejudicial  to  good  order  and 
military  discipline,  and  contrary  to  the 
▲rticlet  of  War.'' 

Opkdon  qfikt  Court* 

*'  With  retpect  to  the  Second  Charge, 
the  Court  are  of  opioioo,  that  colonel 
Quentin  it  not  guilty." 

Coionel  Paloter^s  Rfpfy  to  Colonel  SUientin*$ 
Dtfenee  upon  the  Second  CfyurgCm 

•*  Upon  the  Second  Charge,  the  point  it 
in  a  very  narrow  compass,  and  redocea 
4ttelf  to  this  question.  Whether  colonel 
Qoeniin,  upon  the  occasion  alluded  to, 
gave  that  support,  by  his  presence  and 
example,  which  he  was  bound  to  do? 
And  bow  doet  coloii«i  Queaiia  aotwef 
\     (S) 
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spert  to  this  Charge,  indeBaooe  of  all  the 
evifUnce  brougiit  forward,  the  Court  ihiDka 
proper  to  acquit  colonel  Qaentin,  or  rather 

I        ■  ■■'  »    »i   ■■■'      i.i      i.ii     I- 

this  ?    Why,  •colonel  Quentin  rests  his  de- 
fence upon  bts  former  character;  upon 
the  place  which  a  commanding  officer, 
he  conceives,  is  at  his  pleasure  entitled  to 
take;  and  in  some  measure,  more  than  1 
think  is  worthy  of  colonel  Quentin^  upon 
the  fleetness  of  his  horse.     With  respect 
to  colonel  Quentin's  former  character,  I 
am  disposed  to  give  colonel  Quentin  the 
full  benefit  of  it ;    but  what  has  colonel 
Qoentin's  character,  upon  a  former  occa- 
sion, to  do  with  the  dereliction  of  his  doty 
upon  this  ?    Will  any  man  say  that,  with 
the  very  limited  service  colonel  Quentin 
had  seen,  a  service  of  two  months  only, 
in  which  other  officers  of  the  regiment 
were  engaged,  and  I  trust  could  bring  as 
much    testimony  as  coloneU  Quentin    ta 
their  character ;  is  a  limited  service  like 
this  to  establish  colonel  Quentin  for  ever, 
and'  to  put  an  end  to  all  necessity  for  fu- 
ture   example    and     exertion  ?     Colonel 
Quentin,  I  beg  to  tell  the  Court,  has  offi- 
cers in  the  regiment  of  longer  date  than 
himself  in   tried  and    approved  service; 
and   it  ill  becomes  colonel    Quentin,    I 
think,  upon  the  strength  of  twoaffiiin,  and 
two  months  service  only,  to  be  comparing 
the  claims  I  make  upon  his  example  to 
an    eagerness  scarcely    pardonable  in  a 
young  officer.     But  colonel  Qaentin,  I 
beg  to  tell  the  Court,  in  relation  to  his 
service,  is  a  very  young  officer ;  and  it 
should  hot  be   forgotten,    that  this  very 
affair  of  the  2Stb  was  the  first  since  colo- 
nel Quentin  bad  joined,  in  whiCh  be  had 
an  opportunity  of  shewing  himself  to  a 
regiment  almost  new  in  officers  and  men, 
since  the   occasion  upon  which  he  bad 
formerly  served  with  it,  and  from  which 
he  draws  his  character.     But  the  case  has 
never  been  properly  put  to  the  Court,  and 
not  one  of  the  questions  to  lord  Uxbridge 
met  colonel  Quentin's  situation  at  the  time 
his  conduct  was   first  impeached.     The 
question   to  lord  Uxbridge    put  colonel 
Quentin,  not  at  the  headt  but  on  Xhfijlank 
of  the  column  with  the  leading  division^ 
supposing  that  to  have  been  the  place  he 
had  originally  occupied.      But   tiie  evi- 
dence places  him  where  he  really  was, 
when  within  fifty  yards  of  tbe   enemy, 
that. is,  not  on  the  flank,  but  at  the  head, 
and    in  from   of   the    leading    division. 
Lieutenant  Fitzclarence  expressly  places 
colonel  QueAtiA  reining  in  (so  much  for 


to  find  him  not  guilty ;  although,  in  the 
first  part^  be  is  proved  to  have  fallen  back* 
when  charging    in   fronl   of    his    raen^ 

'■-'■■—■-■■■-■■     '  ■  ■. 

his  horse  wanting  speed)  in  front  of  tbe 
leading  division.  Serjeant  Lacey,  colonel 
Quentin's  orderly,  who  says,  he  passed 
him  at  twenty  yards  only  from  tbe  ene« 
my,  states  himself  at  the  time  to  have 
been  with  colonel  Quentin  in  fivni  of  the 
leading  division;  and  French*  a  private^ 
who  was  with  the  leading  division,  and 
who  passed  colonel  Quentin  with  the 
others,  upon  being  asked  by  the  President 
whether  he  was  in  the  front  rank  of  the 
division,  answers.  Yes ;  and  he  (meaning 
colonel  Quentin)  was  in  front  of  me. 
Here,  then,  is  colonel  Quentin  in  fronts 
not  on  tbe  flank,  as  he  afterwards  was,  of 
the  leading  division.  Why  was  not  lord 
Uxbridge  asked  whether  colonel  Quentin^ 
being  once  in  front  of  tbe  leading  division^ 
within  twenty  yards  of  the  enemy,  as  his 
orderly  places  him,  could  then  ride  oat 
to  the  flank,  and  encourage  by  his  voice 
only,  instead  of  animating  by  his  exam- 
ple. The  answer  is  perhaps  obvious :  be- 
cause, if  lord  Uxbridge,  or  general  Vivian, 
who  might  have  been  examined  to  the 
point,  could  have  said  '  yes' to  sach  a  ques- 
tion, it  might  have  been  retorted  upon  them 
by  the  whole  army,  that  it  was  notorious 
that  their  practice  was  at  variance  with 
their  opinions. 

'*  With  respect  to  serjeant  Lacey's  silly 
and  idle  invention  of  the  state  and  condi- 
tion of  eolonel  Qoentin's  mare,  I  was  at 
first  disgusted  with  it,  as  tending  to  heap 
unmerited  odium  upon  that  officer,  or  in- 
deed upon  any  officer  in  the  command  of 
a  dragoon  regiment.  To  imagine  that 
such  an  excuse  could  prevail  for  a  com- 
manding officer's  failing  at  tbe  moment  ^ 
of  a  charge  in  the  discharge  of  his  doty, 
is  too  monstrous  to  be  entertained;  but 
with  colonel  Qaentin  above  all  other 
men— a  light  weight,  remarkable  for  the 
selection  of  his  horses,  and  admittedly  one 
of  tbe  most  complete'^horsemen  in  Em-ope  | 
that  he,  commanding  a  regiment  of  Hussars^ 
should  at  the  instant  of  a  charge,  wheo 
the  regiment  had  comparatively  done  no- 
thing* and  when  every  trooper's  horse  was 
found  equal  to  the  efibrt,  that  be,  tbe 
colonel  only,  should  find  himself  from  his 
horse  being  blown,  unequal  to  the  conflict, 
is,  as  I  said  before,  to  heap  unmerited 
odium  opon  colonel  Quentin.  Lacey« 
indeed,  did  state  that  many  of  the  horsea 
Hfcre  in  this  .predicaneot|  and  fell  back^ 
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within  twenty  yards  of  the  enemy ;  that 
he  left  the  tame  squadron  to  engage  a  se- 
cond time  with  the  enemy*  without  giving 

but  there  was  not  a  man  examined  after 
him>  officer  or  private*  who  did  not  posi- 
tively contradict  hhn.  Bot  fiUhoogh  co- 
lonel Qaentin  does  not  adopt  serjeant 
Lacey's  excuse  of  want  of  condittoa,  he 
is  witling*  it  appears  by  his  defence*  to 
excoM  himself  in  some  measure*  by  stating 
the  inferiority  of  bis  own  and  of  <ome  of 
the  officer's  horses  to  the  troop  horses  of 
the  regiment.  Without  waiting  to  express 
tny  surprise  at  this  statement  of*colonol 
Quentin  respecting  his  own  horse*  I  will 
aik  him  whether  he  ever  heard  that  any 
officer  in  the  regiment  had  condesoended 
to  ofier  such  an  excuse*  for  not  being 
more  forward  than  the  men  opon  an  oc- 
casion like  the  one  io  question }  Nor  was 
the  want  of  speed  the  complaint  of  the 
men  on  that  day.  It  is  evident  there  was 
speed  and  strength  enough  the  moment 
colonel  Quentin  ceased  to  repress  the  ad- 
vance of  the  men. 

•  **  And  here  I  l>eg  leave  to  tell  the  Court* 
that  although  I  am  not  prepared  to  charge 
colonel  Quentin  with  actually  misbehavtng 
before  the  enemy*  in  the  sense  in  which 
that  charge  is  generally  taken*  and  in  the 
way  io  which  it  is  generally  proved,  yet 
I  must  openly  avow  that  colonel  Qoentin's 
conduct  to  me  bears  an  aspect  little  less 
censurable.  It  is  matter  of  indifierence 
to  me,  whether  the  efforts  of  the  men  are 
paralysed  by  want  of  courase*  or  want 
of  proper  officer-like  feeling :  in  my  mind* 
the  culpability  is  the  same. 

**  I  disclaim  all  wish  to  place  the  com- 
manding officer  of  a  regiment;  but  when 
n  commanding  officer  places  himself  at 
the  head  and  in  the  front  of  the  loading 
aopporting  division;  remains  there  the 
greatest  part  of  the  day,  receives  the 
order  to  charge  the  enemy,  still  remaining 
in  the  front  of  the  division;  trots  in  the 
front  of  it;  gallops  in  front  of  it,  and 
arrives  within  fifty  yards  of  the  enemy  in 
front  of  it  (his  own  orderly  states  within 
twenty),  the  head  of  the  column  actually 
engaged ;  and  at  this  moment'  soddcnly 
disappears  from  the  front,  moves*  to  thie 
flank,  checks  his  horse*  and  the  men  find- 
ing themselves  constrained*  leave  him  be- 
hind ;  is  there  an  officer  in  Burope  who 
will  say  that  the  most  serious  coniequences 
might  not  ensue  from  it^  Brave  as  the 
men  are*  evei^  man  knows  the  force  of 
•xample*  and  particularly  the  examplo  of 


them  any  support  or  orders ;  btid  lastly, 
for  the  third  time  in  the  same  day,  be 
neglected  his  duty*  by  abandoning  the  dt- 

a  commanding  officer  of  cavnhy;  and  I 
repeat,  without  fear* of  contradiction,  that 
colonel  Quentin's  conduct  at  this  moment 
might  have  been  productive  of  the  most 
serious  consequences  to  the  service :  and 
I  may  add,  that  I  believe  from  uiy  heart 
that  it  was  only  counteracted  by  the  zeal 
and  gallantry  displayed  by  the  officers 
who  accompanied  me  in  the  charge,  and 
to  vrhose  efforts  I  attribute  its  success. 

**  Up  to  this  period,  I  have  got  no  fur- 
ther than  to  the  first  charge  made  on  the 
enemy  when  colonel  Quentin  fell  out.  I 
now  come  to  my  being  left  without  orders 
or  support,  when  I  formed  the  divisions* 
and  called  for  colonel  Quentin,  at  the  time 
the  French  threatened  to  attitck  us  in 
return;  and  lieutenant  Beaochamp,  lord 
Combermere's  aid-de-camp,  rode  to  the 
rear  to  colonel  Quentin,  to  bring  me  sop- 
port,  seeing  himself,  and  knowing  from 
my  sentiments,  that  support  was  necessary. 
Was  there  any  choice  then  of  sitaation 
which  colonel  Qaentin,  as  commanding 
officer,  was  to  select  ?  Can  any  excuse, 
after  the  halt  the  charge  had  occasioned, 
be  found  in  the  want  of  speed  or  condition 
of  colonel  Quentin's  horse  ?  Colonel  Quen- 
tin, however,  it  is  in  evidence,  did  not 
appear  till  the  French  went  about,  upon 
our  advancing  a  second  time  without  his 
support;  and  then,  when  lieutenant  co- 
lonel Gardiner's  guns  are  brought  forward, 
colonel  Quentin  is  seen  at  the  head  of  the 
centre  squadron,  thai  being  the  first  time 
he  appeared  from  the  moment  he  left  the 
head  of  the  leading  dirisioin  of  the  right 
aquadron,  as  they  were  riding  down  to 
the  atuck  in  which  captain  Harding  was 
wounded. 

"  I  really  am  not  disposed  to  u«e  harsh 
expressions  to  any  one*  but  I  csnnbt  help 
saying*  that  colonel  Quentin's  deience  to 
this  part  of  the  charge,  betrays,  in  my 
mind*  a  want  of  feeling  I  little  expected  to 
have  foirod  in  him.  He  is  distinctly 
charged  and  proved  to  have  afforded  me 
no  support  of  any  descriptron  upon  the 
second  attempt  I  made  upon  the  enemy, 
and  yet  it  is  proved  it  wss  both  wanted 
and  called  for.  Lieutenant  Beaochamp, 
and  other  witnesses  present  upon  the  occa- 
sion prove  these  fact«.~*Now,  how  does 
colonel  Quentin  answer  this?  He  st.ites 
his  snrprise  at  the  singular  mode  in  which 
the  order  I  gnvo  for  fetching  him  waa 
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virion  he  jRras  leadings  when  it  came  under 
the  fire  of  the  eoemy,  and  exposing  the 
regiment  to  that  danger  from  which  it  was 


executed ;  stating  that,  had  he  heard  it, 
its  singularity  would  have  occasioned  it 
not  to  be  forgotten  by  him;  and  then 
says,  that  feeling  confident  tfa^t  it  is  quite 
unnecessary  for  him  to  trouble  the  Court 
upon  it,  he  shall  call  a  witness  for  reasons 
he  has  mentioned^  to  prove  that  a  great 
many  horses  were  pressed  on  ihat  day.-— 
If  ever  there  was  less  reason  to  say  any 
thing  upon  the  condition  of  the  horses  on 
that  day,  this  to  be  sure  was  the  moment ; 
for  the  Court  must  remember  how  com- 
pletely it  is  in  evidence^  that  when  it  was 
put  to  the  men  whether  their  horses  were 
ready  for  another  charge,  an  universal 
"  yes  ! "  prevailed  upon  the  occasion*— 
But,  as  I  took  the  liberty  of  stating  be- 
fore, there  is  an  actual  want  of  feeling  in 
colonel  Quentin's  answer  to  this  part  of  the 
charge.  Is  it  nothing  to  have  such  an  in* 
terval  of  danger  and  anxiety  without  the 
presence  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment,  as  that  which  took  place  between 
the  first  charge,  on  the  enemy  and  the 
attempt  to  charge  them  a  second  time  ? 
Was  it  not  cplonel  Quentin's  business  to 
have  made  himself  master  of  oar  situattort, 
and  to  have  furnished  us  with  bis  support  ? 
Is  it  not  proved  that  the  French  were 
threatening  us,  and  did  actually  advance 
in  numbers  sufficiently  imposing^ to  induce 
lieutenant  Beauchamp  to  gallop  off  for 
support?-— It  happened  fortunately,  it  is 
true,  that  the  French,  upon  being  advanced 
upon  without  the  support,  did  not  stand  ; 
but  colonel  Cluentin«  the  Court  sees>  lent 
no  aid  to  that ;  and  I  rest  satisfied  that  the 
Court  will  see  and  feel  hia  culpability  for 
the  omission,  and  the  truth  of  the  accusa- 
tion that  he  left  us  without  his  co-opera* 
tion  or  support* 

"  Upon  the  second  pari  of  the  second 
.Charge,  the  object  of  which  is  to  prove 
that  colonel  Quentin  quitted  the  front  of 
captain  de  Qrammont's  sqoadvon  the  ia» 
staut  it  wu  fired  upon,  putting  it  to  tJtit 
rear  himself,,  and  theto  leaving  it  with^tut 
orders,  the  evidence  I  submit  is  aa  clear 
as  possible.  Captain  Fitxgerakl  was  a 
aubaltern  on  that  day,  and  commanded  the 
skirroisihers  in  the  frOnt  of  isaptain  de 
Granioioni's  squadron:  he  says  be  re- 
members the  volley  from  the  infantry  in 
the  wood.  In  about  a  minute,  after,  he 
observed  the  French  coming  forwaird  at 
A  gai*op«  with  aa  intentioa  to  drive  in  the 


rescued  by  the  gallantry  of  captain  de 
Grammont;  and  if  a  doubt  could  be  en- 
tertained as  to  the  evidence  of  tkt  otber 


skh'mii^rs.  Having  but  few  with  him, 
he  thought  it  prudent  to  look  bock  to  aeo 
bow  he  was  aopported.  Ho  did  so,  and 
found  the  rear  of  the  aopportiog  divisioQ 
pot  abcmt,  and  retreated  to  some  distance. 
The  overpowering  body  of  the  French,  be 
says»  obliged  him  to  do  the  aame.  After 
the  aupportiag  body  bid  retreated,  aoine 
distance,  he  observed  captain  de  Gtam* 
mont  waving  bia  a  word,  and  desiring  l^e 
men  to  look  to  him,  for  he  was  their 
capttin.  Capioin  Fltagemld  then  joined 
captain  de  GraflOflionil's  division :  it  bod 
already  fronted.  Upon  observing  tbio* 
the  advanced  division  ef  ibe  French  polled 
short  up  quite  on  a  sodden,  threw  out 
their  skirmishers,  and  retired.  He  tben 
says,  that  when  be  beard  captain  de  Gran* 
roont  call  to  his  men  to  front,  be  did  nol 
see  colonel  Qnentin,  nbr  did  he  see  him 
before  he  went  bnck  to  the  skirenshers. 

V  Captain  Stuart,  who  was  present  with 
hit  troop,  Mipplies  tfae  deficiency  in  capt. 
FitoferaM'a  evidence,  as  to  who  pat  the 
squadron  about,  and  says  it  was  colonel 
Quentiui  That  captain  de  Grammont 
came  Up>  aild  ordered  the  leading  division 
to  front.  At  this  tine  jcolonel  Qnentin 
had  pasted  captain  Stoart'a  division  to  tbe 
rear.  After  that»  he  did  not  see  cofotiei 
Quentin  for  some  time.  Captain  de  Gram* 
mont  called  so  loud  firom  the  front  to  hia 
division  to  front,  thot  capiatn  Stuart  laya 
hia  men  heard  faim,  ind  turned  irame* 
diately; 

**  Tb^  comes  captain  Llyod ;  and  bts 
evidence  is  so  far  moterhd,  that  be  proves, 
upon  the  volley  being  fired^  colonel 
Quiatiki  put  his  troop  about|  and  paased 
him  to  the  rear;  thai  he  did  not  see 
colonel  Quentin  come  up  again ;  and  that 
he  fronted  his  troop  again,  not  from  any 
order,  but  that  seei^  tbe  front  division 
formed  again,  and  seeing  the  enemy  cem- 
tog  gallopiog  down  the  hiU  towards  them, 
he  thought  it  his  dnty  to  front  bis  divisioa 
again  without  orders. 

•*  Yet,  with  this  iaass  of  evidence  to 
prove  that  colonel  (Qeentin  waa  not  seen 
i^gahi  ater  he  bad  poi  tbe  <tohnnn  to  the 
resb-,  and  that  it  was  captain  de  GraaMDoni 
who  fronted  it  agnin,  colonel  Quentin  pre- 
tends to  say,  that  the  order  was  given  by 
Unu 

'*  The  testimony  be  produces  in  aepport 
of  this  emertioni  I  must  leftvc  with  the 
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officers  upon  thii  poinl»  the  ciroMstanca 
of  colontl  Qoeintin  refoting  to  •dmit  th« 
wrtttcaMitweri  of  capUio  do  Grammont, 
to  the  quMtions  pot  by  colontl  dentin 
hitueM,  of  wbich  I  had  a  copy,  raott  bo 
coDclotive.  And  yet,  in  the  face  of  all 
thu  evidence,  colonel  Qeeniin,  in  his  De* 
fence,  takes  credit  to  himwlf  for  the  be- 
hatbor  of  the  regiment  in  that  day,  bccanse 
bis  own  ttiitcoiMiact  not  t>eing  raported, 
he  was  of  courte  noticed  othe  eommand* 
ing  officer  in  the  thanks  relerned  by  the 
General  to  the  corps  on  that  occasion. 

I  now  come  to  the  Thtrd  Charge.  [The 
hoo.  member  hern  read  the  Third  Charge 
nnd  Sentence,  with  his  Reply.*]     The 
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Court,  beeattse  I  reaily  cannot  so  far  com- 
pliment colonel  Quentin,  as  to  take  hts 
assertion  lor  proof.  But  I  think  the  Court 
molt  beffin  to  be  seriously  struck  with  the 
repeated  occasions  in  which  colonel 
Qoentin  appeers  to  be  any  where  but  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty,  when  that  duty 
is  to  be  discharged  in  the  face  of  danger. 
.At  Macoy,  trifling  as  the  affair  was,  for  the 
ahot,  although  they  came  into  the  nets, 
appear  not  to  have  hit  the  men,  colonel 
Ctoentio  has  his  reasons  for  not  being  pr»* 
aent.  In  the  first  charge  on  the  enemy 
on  this  day,  colonel  Qoentin  chooses  to 
assign  to  himself  (it  is  for  the  Court  to  say 
bow  properly]  his  own  sitution.  When  I 
was  forming  the  divisions  again  on  this 
day  to  meet  theadrance  of  the  enemy, 
and  actually  did  advance  to  charge  them, 
colonel  Quenttn  appears  not  to  be  present, 
although  in  the  6eld.  Then  on  the  same 
day  comes  this  occasion,  when  colonel 
Quentin  disappears  from  the  head  of  the 
column  the  moment  it  is  under  fire,  and  is 
not  again  seen  by  any  oftcer  belonging 
to  it  whilst  the  firing  continues ;  sort^n- 
dering  it,  in  truth,  into  other  hands,  and 
leaving  it  wHbout  orden.  It  then  appears, 
that  captain  de  Grammont  is  forced  to 
give  it  ordet%;  and  colonel  Qoentin  is 
pleased  to  call  tbis  vivacity.  1  can  teN 
colonel  Quentin,  .ft  was  a  vivacity  that 
aaved  the  reputation  of  the  regiment;  and, 
from  the  w%y  in  which  the  French  were 
ndvaociog,  perhaps  the  destruction  of  the 
column  we  were  leading.  I  shall  make 
BO  farther  comments  on  the  defence  to 
this  chargo." 

«  Third  Chargt. 

••That  on  the  loth  day  of  Aprtl>  1814, 
tlnring  the  battle  of  Toulouse,  in  France, 
the  said^c^oQel  Qutatm,  having  the  corn- 


Court  having  declared  colonel  Quenttn 
not  guilty  upon  this  Charge,  as  well  aa 
upon  the  whole  of  the  Second,  and  the 

'  ■»  ■■   ■      - 

mand  of  the  regiment,  and  the  regiaeni 
being  on  that  day  in  the  presence  of,  and 
attacked  by,  the  enemy,  he,  the  said  col* 
Qoentin  did  not,  during  sock  attack,  make 
such  elieGtual  attempts  as  he  ought  to 
have  done,  by  his  presence  and  bis  own 
personal  esertmns,  to  cooperate  with,  or 
support  the  advanced  dirbions  of  the 
regiment  under  hiscommand;  but  neglect 
od  and  abandoned  his  doty  as  commanding 
officer,  leaving  sooso  of  tiia  divisions,  wbeo 
under  fire  from  the  enemy,  withontordelt^ 
and  thereby  nnneceasarily  hanarding  the 
safety  and  repuution  of  thoae  divisions  : 
such  conduct  on  the  part  of  tbe  said  col* 
Quentin  tending  to  lessen  the  coniidenee 
of  the  soldiers  of  the  regiment  in  the  skiH 
and  conrage  of  their  oOlcers,  being  on6»> 
coming  and  disgraceful  to  bis  character  an 
an  officer,  prejudicial  to  good  order  asnl 
militury  discipline,  and  contrary  to  tbo 
Articles  of  War.'' 

Opinion  qfihc  Cauri. 

'•  With  respect  to  the  thitd  Charge,  the 
Court  are  of  opinion,  timt  colonel  dentin 
is  not  guilty. 

Cohnd  Palmer^s  Rtpljf  to  colcnel  Suauins 
Dtftnoe  upon  ike  ihird  Charge^ 

^  In  fvply  to  colonel  Qnentin's  Defence 
to  the  third  Charge,  I  shall  begin  by 
stating  the  evidence  I  produced  in  suppoft 
of  it;  and  I  think,  except  in  tbe  very  im- 
material point  of  wliettier  cdonal  Qoentin 
was  present  at  the  inatant  captain  Fitacln- 
rence  was  wounded,  there  is  senreely  any 
difierence  between  his  statement  and  my 
proof. 

•*  Colonel  Quenttn,  it  is  proved,  cona- 
mended  tiie  regiment ;  it  was  in  a  column 
of  divisions  across  the  road.  Orders  were 
given  to  charge  a  body  of  I^nch  cwnlry ; 
when  the  regiosent  came  within  ahandred 
yards  of  them,  the  enemy  went  about ; 
tbe  lOtb  loHowod  them ;  and  w4Kn  nearly 
ut  the  top  of  the  hill,  ihey  caaae  mder  tbe 
fire  of  tbo  enemy's  infbmry,  at  a  distance 
of  stent  eigbtv  ymds,  and  the  lOth 
haNed.  Colonel  Quentin  was  at  iu  head, 
and  ao  were  msjor  Howard,  captaisi  Ftttt« 
clarewoe,  and  lieoienani  Wyndham,  when 
tiM  firing  began.  An  soon  as  it  begun, 
colonel  Quentin  was  miming.  Major 
Howard,  who  was  left  with  captain  Fitz« 
and  Ueutcnum  Wyndhmn,  it  ia 
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Prince  Regent  having  further  been  pleased 
to  declare  the  opinion  of  the  oiBcera  as  to 
these  Charges  to  be  utterly  void  of  foun- 
dation; I  feel  compelled,  in  justice  to 

them,  though  most  reluctantly}  to  make 

■■   ■  — >^-^ 

sworn,  then  said  to  captain  Fitselarence, 
«'  what  shall  we  do  now  V  Major  Howard 
then  sent  lieutenant  Wyndham  to  lord 
Edward  Somerset  for  orders;  and  lieut. 
Wyndham  returned  with  the  orders*  He 
did  not  see  colonel  Onentin ;  and  delivered 
them  to  major  Howard.  Captain  Fitz^ 
clarence  was  about  this  time  wounded. 
The  regiment  had  then  been  under  fire 
about  seven  minutes. 

«« The  Defence  admiu  that,  when  the 
firing. began,  colonel  Qoentin  went  into 
the  field  by  the  read  aide,  to  see  what  the 
nature  of  the  attack  wu ;  that  not  being 
able  to  ascertain  it,  he  came  back  to  the 
road  a  short  time  before  captain  Fttzcla- 
tence  was  wounded ;  and  then  he  appears 
aoxtous  to  contradict  captain  Fitzclarence's 
•tatement,  that  colonel  duentin  was  not 
present  when  he  was  wounded,  as  if  that 
point  was  material  to  the  question.-— Now 
the  Court  will  recollect  that  captain  Fits- 
clarence  gave  bis  testimony  to  this  fact, 
stating,  that  bis  memory  of  what  happened 
at  the  instant  of  his  being,  wounded,  might 
be  a  little  imperfect  on  account  of  the 
pain  he  suffered,  but  that  he  spoke  to  the 
best  of  his  belief;  and  that,  before  be  was 
wounded,  meaning  just  before,  he  certainly 
did  not  see  the  colonel  in  front.  I  may 
bere  mention  what  perhap  may  further 
account  for  captain  Fitzclarence  s  want  of 
recollection  at  this  moment,  as,  just  before 
be  was.woundedy  his  sword  was  broken  by 
a  ball  close  to  the  hilt,  as  he  held  it  in  his 
hand. 

**  Now  the  witnesses  colonel  Quentin 
ku  produced  to  contradict  captain  Fitz- 
clarence, have  certainly  not  done  them- 
selves much  credit.  No  two  of  them  speak 
alike,  either  u  to  colonel  Quentia's  situa- 
tion or  that  of  captain  Fitzclarence.  One 
of  colonel  Quentin's  witnesses  puts  colonel 
Quentin  to  the  front,  another  places  him 
in  a  ditch  under  a  b«ok :  one  witness  has 
csptain  Fitzclarence  wounded  before  the 
regiment  halted  ;  another,  five  minutes 
after  the  halt.  Contradictory  as  this  is, 
there  are,  however,  these  strong  fiMts  in 
evidence,  namely,  that  colonel  Qaentia 
quitted  the  head  of  the  regiment  the  mo* 
nent  it  was  under  fire,  leaving  it  without 
orders:  that  orders  being  deemed  neces* 
#ary,  major  Howard  was  forced  to  send 


some  fiirther  observations  upon  it.  I 
must  beg  to  read  to  the  House  a  passage 
in  my  opening  speech  to  the  Court.  [l'£e 
hon.  member  bere  read  it.M  The  officers 
here  complain  of  the  hardship  of  their 
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lieutenant  Wyndham  to  lord  Edward  So- 
merset for  them ;  and  that  colonel  Qgentin 
was  not  present  when  lieutenant  Wynd* 
ham  returned  with  lord  Edward's  anawer, 
and  that  answer  he  therefore  delivered  to 
major  Howard.  In  addition  to  these  facu, 
there  is  colonel  Quentin's  admission  of  bis 
absence.    Now  the  Court  most  observe, 
that  there  is  here  another  instance  of  col. 
Quentin's  quitting  his  post  at  the  moment 
of  danger;    and  I  shall  beg  to  ask  the 
Court,  whether  the  excuse  for  so  doing  is 
an  officer-like  excuse  ?    Every  man  who 
has  been  in  service  knows  the  difficulty  of 
keeping  cavalry  steady  under  a  galling 
fire  of  Jnf;Mitry<— it  requires  the  best  coun- 
tenance and  presence  of  the  officers,  and 
above  all,  of  the  commanding  officer ;  and 
yet  this  is  the  moment  colonel  Quentin 
selects  to  go,  as  he  says,  to  ascertain  the 
strength  of  the  enemy.    Who  saw  colonel 
Quentin  in  the  field  be  alludes  to  r     He 
brings  no  man  to  state  it.     Had  the  object 
he  afiects  to  have  had  in  view  been  neces- 
sary, lord  Comber  mere  and  his  atafl^  and 
lord  Edward  Somerset  with  his,  were  near 
to  have  effected  it.     I  state  then,  without 
the  hazard  of  contradiction,  for  colonel 
Quentin  in  this  instance  assumes  no  right 
to  choose  his  situation,  that  colonel  Quen- 
tin's  pretence  for  his  absence  was  unwar* 
rantable,  uuofficer-iike,  and  prejudicial  to 
the  service ;    and  if  the  Court  will   add 
tlmt  to  the  catalogue  I  have  already  pro« 
duced  of  the  instances  in  which  I  charge 
colonel  Quentin  with  preferring  his  safety 
to  his  duty,  I  have  no  fear  but  that  the 
Court  wtll  agree  with  me  in  the  language 
of  the  Charge  which  has  been  prefenred 
against  him.'' 

*  "  With  respect  to  this  Court-martial, 
I  beg  to  declare,  that  nothing  could  have 
been  further  from  their  wishes,  or  less 
contemplated  on  their  part :  the  utmost 
object  they  looked  forward  to,  was  that 
investigation  or  inquiry  which  would 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  stating  the 
ncts^  leaving  to  others,  not  themselves,  to 
be  the  judges:  and  they  cannot  but  feci 
the  difficulty  of  their  situation,  in  being 
compelled  to  bring  forward  an  accusation 
amainst  their  commanding  officer,  of  so 
general  a  nature  as  that  of  incapacity,  and 
want  of  zeal  in  the  performance  of  his 
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case,  in  beiog  coidpelkd  to  bring  forward 
charges  against  colonel  Quentin*  when 
their  only  object  was  to  josttfv  themseWest 
and  leave  others  to  determine  upon  the 
conduct  of  their  commanding  officer;  bat 
did  not  this  declaration  of  th^e  officers,  as 
to  the  general  miaconduct  of  colonel 
Qucntin,  both  in  quarters  and  the  field,  of 
which  they  had  only  selected  particular 
instances  as  the  Charges,  imperiously  call 
vpon  him  to  disprove  it,  by  producing  evi- 
dence of  his  good  conduct  on  other  oc* 
casions  during  the  campaign?  But  not  a 
aingie  witness  did  he  summon  to  speak  to 
any  fact  as  te  his  general  character;  whilsti 
on  the  other  hand,  I  could  have  proved, 
that  in  every  other  instance  during  the 
campaign  that  he  was  in  presence  of  or 
near  the  enemy,  he  betrayed  more  or  less 
the  same  incapacity  and  want  of  zeal  he 
had  shewn  in*  the  cases  which  bad  been 
brought  forward. 

I  shall  now.read  the  Fourth  Charge,  with 
the  Opinion  of  the  Court,  and  their  Sen- 
tence upon  the  whole.  [The  hon.  member 
here  referred  again  to  the  proceedings^.] 

doty,  whilst  they  are  preduded  from 
bringing  forward  any  other  facts  or  cir- 
cumstances in  proof  of  that  accosation, 
excepting thoseparttcnlar  instances  which 
have  been  selected  as  the  charges  to  be 
fubstantiated  by  all  those  rules  of  evi- 
dence, which,  however  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  conviction,  may  be  more 
than  necessary  to  jostify  the  opinion  of 
misconduct, 

"  Thus  situated,  they  can  only  state  the 
motives  by  which  they  have  been  actuated, 
and  declare,  that  had  colonel  Cluentin,  by 
his  general  conduct  in.  the  command  of 
bis  regiment,  either  as  relating  to  its  active 
aerTice  or  its  interior  discipline,  entitled 
himself  to  their  confidence  and  respect, 
it  would  have  been  as  little  their  inclina- 
tion as  their  interest  to  have  availed  them- 
selves of  any  partial  errors  he  might  have 
committed ;  but  where  no  such  conside- 
ration has  been  raised,  and  they  have 
been  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  either 
sharing  in  the  disgrace  brought  on  the 
regiment,  or  standing  forward  as  his  ac- 
cusers, they  trust  no  unworthy  motives 
wiJl  be  attributed  to  their  conduct." 

*  Fourih  Charge, 

"  For  general  neglect  of  duty,  by  aU 
lowing  a  relaxed  discipline  to  exist  in  the 
regiment  under  his  command  when  on  fo- 
reign service^  by  which  the  repuUtion  of 


The  Court  having  found  colonel  Qoeotin 
guilty  upon  this  Charge,  although  they 
have  not  felt  themselves  .called,  on  to  affix 

the  regiment  sufii^red  in  the  opinion  of  the 
commander  of  the  forces,  and  of  the  lieut.* 
general  commanding  the  cavalry;  their 
displeuure  having  been  expressed,  or  im« 
plied,  in  a  letter  from  the  adjutant-general 
of  the  forces  on  the  continent,  addressed 
to  major'sgeneral  lord  Edward  Somerset, 
commanding  the  hussar  brigade*  dated  on 
or  about  the  20th  of  March,  1814;  and  in 
the  orders  of  the  lieutenant-general  com- 
manding the  cavalry,  dated  the  26th  of 
February,  1814:  such  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  s^d  colonel  Qnentin  being  oa- 
becoming  his  character  as  an  officer,  pre*- 
judicini  to  his  Majesty's  service,  and  sub- 
versive of  all  order  and  military  regula- 
tion and  discipline,  and  contrary  to  the 
articles  of  war/' 

Opmion  qfihe  Court. 

"  With  respect  to  the  fourth  Charge, 
the  Court  are  of  opinion  that  a  relaxed 
discipline,  as  set  forth  in  that  Charge,  did 
exist  in  the  regiment  under  colonel  Quen- 
tin's  comman<C  whilst  on  foreign  service, 
during  the  period  alluded  to  in  the  letter 
and  orders  referred  to  in  the  Charge ;  and 
as  they  cannot  but  consider  the  command- 
ing officer  of  a  regiment  to  be  responsible 
lor  such  relaxation  of  discipline,  they  there- 
fore think  themselves  bound  to  find  colonel 
duentin  guilty  to  the  extent  of '  allowing 
it  to  exist;'  but  as  they  consider  the  letter 
from  the  sidjutant^eneral  to  the  troops  on 
the  continent,  of  March  30th,  1814,  ex-t 
pressing  t^  displeasure  of  the  commander 
of  the  forces,  as  a  reprimand  to  colonel 
Quentin  adequate  to  the  degree  of  blame 
which  attached  to  him,  the  Court  do  nol 
feel  themselves  called  upon  to  give  any 
sentence  upon  this  Charffo  in  the  way  of 
further  punishment;  and  they  consider 
that  any  thing  unusual  in  this  determina- 
tion will  he  explained  by  the  singularity 
of  the  circumstances  attending  this  Charge, 
by  which  an  officer  is  pot  upon  his  trial 
for  conduct  which  had  before  been  the 
subject  of  anim.adversion  by  those  under 
whose  command  he  was  then  serving,  but 
which  at  the  time  was  not  considered  de^ 
serving  of  a  more  serious  proceeding  by 
the  commander  of  the  forces ;  nor  does  it 
appear  to  have  been  made  the  subject  of 
any  remonstrance  or  request  for  a  more 
serious  investigation  on  the  part  of  tht 
officers  of  the  regiment. 
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anypunlshnienttoit^  it  it  unnecessary  for 
roe  te  trouble  the  House  any  further  on 
the  subject.  I  shall,  therefore,  cone  at 
oftce  to  the  observations  upon  which  I 
hafe  grounded  the  present  motion ;  and 
here  I  must  begf  permission  jof  the  House 
to  refer  to  the  evidence*  to  prove  that  soch 
obserrationsy  which  have  been  made  the 
ground  of  the  censure  and  disgrace  in- 
flicted upon  the  officers,  are  totally  un- 
founded. [The  hon.  member  here  read 
orer  the  evidence  of  lord  Combermere, 
commanding  the  cavalry ;  lord  Edward 
Somerset,  the  general  of  the  brigade ;  col. 
Gardiner,  of  the  horse  artillery,  who  was 
attached  to  it ;  and  the  brigade-major, 
Jones.*]  And  whifif  said  the  hon.  member, 

'*  The  Court  having  found  the  prisoner 
guilty  of  so  much  of  the  first  Charge  as  is 
at>ove  esprewed,  and  so  much  of  the 
fourth  Charge  as  is  above  recited,  with 
the  reasons  which  induce  the  Court  to 
feel  they  are  not  called  upon  to  affix  any  pu- 
Biahment  to  the  last  mentioned  Charge,  dp 
only  adjudge,  with  reference  to  the  first 
Charge,  that  colonel  Qaentin  be  repri- 
manded in  such  manner  as  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Commander  in  Chief  shall  be 
pleased  to  direct.'' 

*  General  tht  Right  Han.  Lord  Combermere 
sworn. — EMunmed  hy  Colonel  Pdlmer* 

Your  lordship  commanded  the  cavalry 
ifi  the  Peninsula,  under  lord  Wellington  ? 
—Yes. 

Is  this  a  copy  of  an  Order  issued  by 
your  lordship  to  the  cavalry  ?  [shewing 
the  Order  to  his  lordship]. — Yes»  it  is. 

May  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting 
your  lordship  to  state  ^  to  which  regiment 
and  commanding  officer  you  meant  this 
Order  particularly  to  apply  i — That  Order 
was  issued  iti  consequence  of  the  irregu- 
larkv  of  the  10th  Hussars  at  or  near  Sa- 
lice  :  the  Order  was  issued  the  day  after. 

The  commanding  officer  at  that  time 
was  colonel  Quentm  ?<^Colonel  Quentin 
commanded  the  regiment  at  that  time. 

Had  not  your  lordship  occasion  to  con- 
verse from  time  to  time  with  the  major- 
general  in  command  of  the  brigade,  on 
Sie  state  of  the  lOth  regiment  P-»I  have 
conversed  with  lord  Edward  Somerset. 

Had  your  lordefaip  an  opportunity  of 
ol)serving  the  conduct  of  the  regiment, 

Previous  to  colonel  Quentin  joining  it  ? — 
f^es ;  that  brigade  was  near  me  at  Barens 
and  0\\t6:  major  '  Robarts  commanded 
the  regiment. 


haacolonel  Quentin  produced  in  opposition 
to  all  this  body  of  evidence  }  Not  a  aing^Ie 
witness !  for  his  own  witnesses,  on  cross • 
examination,  only  confirm  the  Charge 
against  him.  Lord  Combermere's  evi- 
dence alone  convicts  him,  and  justifiea  tha 
conduct  of  the  officers  from  the  imputa- 
tions of  the  Court :  his  lordship  declmrea 
colonel  Quentin  to  have  been  the  sola 
canse  of  the  want  of  discipline  and  com* 
plaints  against  the  regiment,  which  did 
not  exist  before  his  arrival ;  speaks  in  the 
highest  terms,  and  from  his  own  personal 
knowledge  and  observation,  of  the  zeal 
and  attention  of  the  officers  to  their  duty; 
and  that  upon  no  occasian  did  colonel 
Quentin  attempt  to  justify  his  owninis- 

What  was  your  lordship's  opinion  of 
the  state  of  discipline  of  the  regiment  at 
that  time  under  major  Robarts  ? — 1  do 
not  recollect  having  any  complaints  of  the 
want  of  discipline  in  the  regiment  under 
major  Robarts. 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  the  letter 
of  the  SOth  of  March,  that  was  sent  from 
the  adjutant- general  td  lord  Edward  So- 
merset ?<^Ye9,  I  recollect  receiving  a  do- 
plicate  of  that  letter  from  the  adjotanl- 
general. 

Did  your  lordship  speak  to  the  major- 
general  upon  the  subject  ?— Yes  ;  I  had  a 
conversation  with  him  upon  the  subject. 

WiH  your  lordship  be  pleased  to  stale 
the  instructions  that  you  gave  to  lord  Ed« 
ward  upon  that  occasion  ? — I  wrote  to 
lord  Edward  Somerset,  and  I  had  also  a 
conversation  with  lord  Edward  Somerset 
upon  the  subject.  I  desired  lord  Edward 
would  assemble  the  officers,  and  read  that 
letter  to  them.  I  think  I  told  him,  that 
as  there  was  no  amendment,  or  likely  to 
be^  in  the  lOtb^  that  I  should  write  home 
on  the  subject^  stating  that  colonel  Qo«i« 
tin,  from  a  bad  state  of  health,  or  aome 
cause,  appeared  unfit  to  command  a  regi- 
ment of  light  cavalry  on  active  service  ; 
but  the  war  being  over  a  few  days  after- 
wards, I  did  not  think  it  necessary  tcr  take 
any  further  notice.  I  cannot  recollect  the 
wliole  of  the  conversation  ;  I  said  a  great 
deal  more  to  htm* 

Has  not  your  lordship  repeatedly  ex- 
pressed your  dissatisfaction  at  colonel 
Qaeotin's  conduct  in  the  command  of  the 
regiment  to  major-general  lord  Edward 
Somerset? — I  certainly  had  frequent  oc- 
casion :  and  I  always  told  lord  Edward,  I 
thought  colonel  Quentin  was  in  a  bad 
state  of  health }    that  probably  it  wnn 


Sf73j  qftke  Omrt'Martkd  m  Gdonei  Sbmlw.  Nov.  17,  1814. 


[271 


conduct,  by  throwing  any  blame  upon  |  for,  although  his  lordship  states  that  he  did 


them.  But  the  evidence  of  lord  Edward 
Somerset  is  much  stronger  as  to  this  point; 

owing  to  that ;  bat  that  he  did  not  appear 
fit  to  command  a  regiment  of  light  cavalry 
on  active  service* 

Judge  Advocate  General.  I  am  sure  no 
interruption  will  be  given  on  the  other 
side  without  occasion,  and  perhaps^  it  is 
not  altogether  necessary  to  make  an  altera- 
tion  in  the  question,  as  the  information 
might  be  got  at  in  another  way,  though 
certainly  the  question  is  not  quite  regular. 
Lord  Combermere  might  be  asked  his  opi- 
nion, but  not  what  he  stated  to  another 
officer :  it  would  come  to  the  same  thing ; 
but  I  state  this  to  point  out  generally  the 
way  in  which  it  strikes  me  that,  under  this 
Charge,  lord  Comber  mere's  opinion  of  the 
want  of  discipline  and  the  causes  of  it  may 
be  perfectly  regular  evidence.  What 
lord  Combermere  expressed  to  be  his  opi- 
nion elsewhere,  unless  colonel  Quentin 
was  present,  would  not  be  evidence;  but 
the  same  end  will  be  attained  in  the  way 
I  propose,  and  it  will  appear  more  regular 
upon  the  minutes. 

Lieut,  Gen.  Sir  Sam»  AuchmxUy*  It  may 
be  brought  regular,  by  asking  bis  lordship 
whether  he  retains  the  same  opinions  as 
he  then  expressed  ? 

Col.  Palmer.  Will  your  lordship  state 
your  opinion  of  the  general  conduct  and 
character  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment, 
as  far  as  you  had  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
serving  them  ?— I  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  a  great  deal  of  the  officers  of  the 
lOlh  in  quarters,  and  in  the  field  ;  and  I 
most  say,  I  never  met  with  a  finer  corps 
of  officers ;  and  I  do  not  think  there  were 
ever  officers  better  disposed  or  more  zea- 
lous, or  officers  I  should  like  better  to 
command,  than  the  officers  of  the  10th 
Hussars :  that  was  my  reason  for  thinking 
still  that  it  was  not  their  fault,  but  the 
fault  of  the  commanding  officer,  that  the 
regiment  was  not  in  the  high  state  of  dis- 
cipline which  it  ought  to  be  latterly. 

May  I  ask  your  lordship  whether,  in 
consequence  of  your  order  of  the  26th  of 
February,  colonel  Quentin  ever  made  any 
complaint  to  yon  of  the  conduct  of  the 
officers;  or  whether  lord  Edward  reported 
to  yoa  that  colonel  Quentin  had  ever 
made  any  complaint  to  him  of  that  na- 
ture ?-»No ;  I  never  heard  of  any  com  • 
plaint  made  by  either  lord  Edward  or 
colonel  Quentin. 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  my  taking 

(VOL.  XXIX.) 


not  follow  the  instructions  of  lord  Com- 
bermere,   by    reading    the   adjutant-ge- 

the  liberty  of  waiting  upon  you,  to  justify 
myself  from  the  censure  that  was  thrown 
upon  the  regiment  by  my  lord  Edward 
Somerset? — After  the  adjotant^general's 
letter,  I  remember  your  calling  upon  me 
one  morning  at  Tournefeuille  near  Tou- 
louse, and  I  recollect  your  saying  yoa 
hoped  I  did  not  throw  any  blame  upon 

rou  or  the  other  officers  of  the  regiment, 
do  not  exactly  recollect  the  whole  of 
the  conversation. 

Did  I  not  state  to  your  lordship  the  par« 
ticular  circumstances  under  which  I  was 
placed,  which  prevented  my  coming  for- 
ward as  I  should  have  done,  had  I  been  in 
any  other  regiment  but  that*  to  which  I 
belonged  ?— Yes ;  I  do  recollect  your  say- 
ing that  certainly. 

Did  not  your  lordship  approve  the  mo- 
tives by  which  I  was  actuated,  and  pro-^ 
mise  to  take  an  opportunity  of  making 
such  representations  as  would  render  an 
appeal  on  my  part  unnecessary  ?— I  be- 
lieve I  stated  to  you  then,  that  if  those 
irregularities  went  on,  I  should  be  obliged 
to  write  home  upon  the  subject. 

Did  I  ever  complain  to  your  lord- 
ship of  colonel  Qaentin's  conduct  in  any 
respecr^  except  as  relates  to  the  Charge 
«pon  which  you  are  now  called  ?•— No. 

Crosi' examined  by  Colonel  Quentin* 

Was  the  letter  of  the  30th  of  March  a 
private  or  a  public  letter  ?-^The  letter  to 
lord  Edward  was  public:  what  general 
Pakenham  sent  to  me  was  a  duplicate; 
that  was  in  a  private  letter. 

Col,  Palmer.  You  considered  the  letter 
itself  public;  but  the  duplicate  was  en- 
closed in  a  private  letter  to  yoa  ?— Yes, 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection  it  came  en- 
closed in  a  private  letter. 

CoL  Quentin,  Had  you  any  means  of 
knowing  whether  the  letter  of  the  30th  of 
March  was  ever  read  to  any  other  officers 
of  the  regiment  except  colonel  Quentin  ? 
—I  desired  lord  Edward  Somerset  would 
read  it  to  colonel  Quentin  and  the  officers 
of  the  10th  Hussars;  that  he  would 
assemble  them  for  that  purpose ;  and  I 
had  reason  to  think  lord  Edward  Somerset 
attended  to  my  directions. 

Did  you  ever  communicate  to  colonel 
Quentin  that  you  weie  not  satisfied  with 
his  mode  of  commanding  the  regiment  ? — > 
I  do  not  recollect  slating  that  clearly  to 

(T) 
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neral's  letter,  &t  the  he^  of  the  regiment, 
and  only  comnmnicated  lord  Wellington's 
displeasore  at  the  mise<mdact  of  the  regt- 
ment  in  general  terms  (and  it  was  this 


bin).  I  recoHect  on  several  occasions  I 
have  spoken  to  colonel  Qaentin  on  not 
turning  odt  hit  regiment  qaick,  and  not 
moving  6ff  his  baggage  in  time ;  at  other 
times!  complained  to  the  general  officer 
commanding  the  brigade.  I  certainly 
spoke  to  colonel  Quentin  more  than  once, 
in  respect  of  the  regiment  not  taming  ont 
'  quick  enough,  and  not  getting  its  baggage 
off  in  time.  I  frequently  spoke  to  lord 
Edward  Somerset  on  the  state  of  the  regi- 
ment. 

Miifor  General  Vicars  Did  colonel 
Quentin  report  his  bad  state  of  health  to 
your  lordship,  or  ever  decline  any  duty 
on  account  of  bad  health? — ^I  do  not 
recollect  colonel  Quentin  being  reported 
Unfit  for  duty ;  but  he  appeared  to  ine 
Hot  to  be  in  a  good  state  of  health ;  and  I 
attributed  his  want  of  energy  more  to  that 
circumstance  than  to  any  thing  else :  and 
I  had  heard  that  he  was  in  a  bad  state  of 
health.  That  I  may  notbesupposed  to  have 
said  that  behind  colonel  Quentin's  back 
which  I  did  not  say  to  his  face,  I  wish  to  call 
to  his  recollection  what  I  said  to  him  about 
a  league  on  the  other  side  of  St.  Germe, 
where  I  spoke  my  mind  very  freely  to 
colonel  Quentin  on  the  slow  turning  out 
of  the  baggage,  and  telling  colonel  Quen- 
tin how  very  ill  the  regiment  was  com- 
manded, how  long  they  were  performing 
the  duty,  and  how  very  much  displeased 
I  was  with  bis  conduct.  As  colonel 
Quentin  chooses  to  put  that  question  to 
me,  I  must  answer  as  to  every  thing  I 
recollect  on  that  subject :  the  regiment 
Was  not  very  alert ;  but  that  which  I  then 

Soke  about,  was  the  slow  turning  out  of 
e  baggage. 

Major  General  the  Hon.  G.  De  Grey. 
I  wish  to  put  one  question  relating  to  the 
other  two  Charges,  before  lord  Comber- 
mere  retires,  when  the  evidence  on  this 
charge  is  concluded. 

Col.  9uauin.  Did  not  colonel  Quentin 
then  'State  to  yon,  that  the  regiment  was 
very  much  dispersed,  and  the  roads  very 
baci|  oo  the  day  you  allude  to  ?*— I  recol- 
lect colonel  Quentin  making  an  excuse, 
but  I  deemed  it  an  insufficient  one:  other 
regiments,  which  were  in  a  similar  situa- 
tion, both  then  and  before  that,  turned 
out  a  great  deal  quicker ;  and  I  thought 
BO  previoQi  ^rangement  bad  been  made 


that  called  upon  the  officers  to  justify 
themselves  from  the  censure);  yet  bis 
lordship  admits,  that,  upon  reading  thie 
letter  privately  to   colonel    QueiiHn,  he 


by  the  commanding  o'fficer  for  the  torning 

out  of  the  baggage :    they  did  not  know 

where  to  go ;    they  were  going  difiereat 

ways,  and  might  have  been  taken  by  the 

i  enemy ;   there  had  been  no  previous  ar- 

•  range  men  ts    made   by  the  como^anding 

J/ officer  of  the  regiment,  to  whiim  I  looked* 

I  conceive  there  was  no  snfficit'nt  resisoB 

why  the  bagga<;e  shouki  not  faav«   beea 

in  its  proper  place  at  the  time  I  expected 

it. 

Major  General  the  Hon.  6«  De  Grey. 
D'd  you  witness  the  operations  of  the  lOtti 
Hussars  on  the  2Bth  of  February  and  tbe 
10th  of  April  last,  when  engaged  with  th€ 
enemy  ?— -I  could  not  partioularly  attend 
to  the  lOih  Hussars,  or  to  tbe  comanand- 
ing  officer,  so  as  to  give  an  answer  ;  the 
officer  commanding  the  brigade  would 
best  answer  to  that. 

Did  you  observe  any  misconduct  on  the 
part  of  bolonel  Qoentin  in  the  commaAd 
of  his  corps  on  those  days  ?— There  were 
a  great  many  regiments  there ;  I  could 
not  possibly  observe  the  condoct  of  tbe 
offirer  commanding  any  particular  regi- 
ment ;  the  officer  commanding  the  brigade 
would  be  best  able  to  answer  thatqaestion. 
I  can  only  say,  lord  Edward  did  not  report 
any  misconduct  on  the  part  of  colonel 
Quentin  to  me  on  those  days. 

lAeut.  Gen,  Sir  Samuel  Auehmut^.  Lord 
Edward  Somerset  was  the  channel  of 
communication  to  colonel  Quentin^  and 
therefore  you  did  not  speak  to  him  per* 
sonally  «pon  the  complaints  made  lo 
you  ?— Certainly ;  lord  Edward  Someiaec 
was  the  general  channel  of  commuoica* 
tion. 

Prendeni.  You  did  not  parttcolarty 
observe  the  condoct  of  colonel  Quentin  oo 
the  two  days  referred  to  by  the  question ; 
nor  was  any  complaint  made  to  yoar 
lordship  by  lord  Edward  Somenet  of  his 
conduct  ?*-Jiist  ao. 

Judge  Advocate  General.  Yon  will  now, 
I  suppose,  put  in  tbe  letter  of  the  SOth  of 
March. 

Col.  Pahner.  Yes,  this  is  it  [pmdaciog 
it]. 

Judge  Moocttte  General.  I  will  jost 
hand  it  over  to  the  other  side*  at  it  is  m 
copy,  to  see  whether  they  admit  it  lo  be 
correct;  or  it  may  be  shewn  to  lord 
Edward  Somenet. 
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did  oot  attempt  to  defend  himself  from 
•o  disgraceful  a  charge,  by  complain- 
ing   of   the  conduct    of    the    officers; 

ATa^'er  Qen^al  Lord  Edward  SomtrMet  nuom, 
— JE»tirwM<i(  bjf  CoLmel  Palmtr. 

Is  this  a  copy  of  the  letter  your  lordship 
received  from  the  Adjutant  General,  dated 
the  30th  of  March,  1814?  [shewing  the 
letter  to  his  lordship.] — I  believe  that  to 
be  an  exact  copy,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection. ' 

The  letter  was  read  as  follows : 

"  Adjutant 'GeneraVs  Office, 
Seyus,  3(XA  March^  1814. 

'«  My  Lord ;  I  inclose  a  Charge^  given 
in  by  an  officer  of  the  stafT'ciorps,  against 
•erjeani  M.  Robinson  of  the  lOih  IIttsaars» 
who  appears  to  have  been  arrested  by 
order  of  lieutenant-colonel  Stovin.  for 
■ilowing  the  soldiers  under  his  charge  to 
plunder  the  boose  of  an  inhabitant. 

"  I  have  written  to  colonel  Stovin  for 
the  particular*  of  this  instance  of  want  of 
system  and  discipline  in  the  lOih  Regiment; 
and  should  the  evidence  prove  somcienily 
strong  to  substantiate  the  Chargei  I  shall 
l>eg  of  your  lordship  to  cause  serjeant  M. 
Robinson  to  answer  for  such  omission  on 
bis  part  before  a  general  regimental  court- 
martial  ;  for  holding  which,  1  now  send 
the  necessary  warrant  for  the  appointment 
of  a  judge-advocate,  which  I  have  to  beg 
yoQ  will  further  cause  to  be  filled  up  by 
the  name  of  an  officer  of  the  corps  com» 
potent  to  perform  the  duties  ot  that  office. 

"  I  am  commanded  by  my  lord  Wel- 
lington to  take  ibis  occasion  of  mentioning, 
that  the  complaints  are  so  general  against 
the  JOth  Hussars,  and  so  extremely  dis* 
creditable  to  the  regiment,  and  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  the  army,  it  is  requisite 
you  should  immediately  adopt  measures 
to  re-establish  that  discipline  which  is 
necessary  to  good  order,  but  which  has 
been,  allowed  to  relax  in  an  unpardonable 
degree  under  the  command  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Quentin. 

*'  Yuur  lordship  will  be  so  good  to  com- 
muoicate  to  the  lieutenant-colonel  the 
Field-marshal's  displeasure  at  having  to 
notice  irregularities  it  was  in  his  power  to 
have  prevented ;  and  that  a  recurrence 
of  such  breach  of  regulation  and  good 
order  will  convince  his  excellency  tbai 
lieutenaot-iu>looel  Quentin  is  uhequal  to 
control  m  regiment  of*  the  first  pretensions. 

"  Yoo  will  be  pleased  to  assemble  the 
offican,  and  explain  the  necesatty  of  iheir 
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nor  did  he  complain  of  them  upon  any 
other  of  the  many  occasions  upon  which 
lord  Edward   states    he    spoke   to    him 

daily  ascertaining  the  conduct  of  their 
soldiers;  and  should  the  inhabitants  have 
been  aggrieved  or  injured,  they  must  im- 
mediately be  redressed,  and  every  damage 
paid,  without  the  discreditable  references 
that  now  appear  indispensable  on  the  part 
of  the  claimants.    I  have,  &c^ 

(Signed)        <*  £.  M.  Pakenbaw. 
''  Adjutant  General. 
''  Major  General  Lord  E.  Somerset^  «&c/' 

# 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  assembling 
the  regiment  in  consequence  of  the  letter 
just  read,  and  communicating  to  the  whole 
of  the  officera  th^  field -marshal's  senti- 
ments upon  their  conduct?—- Having  pre- 
viously shewn  that  letter  to  colonel  Ouen- 
tin,  I  assembled  the  officers  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,  and  expressed  to  them  my 
sentiments  on  the  pointt  adverted  to  by 
that  letter. 

Does  your  lordship  remember  my  wait- 
ing upon  you  after  the  parade,  and  request- 
ing to  know  from  your  lordship*  if  I  was 
to  consider  myself  implicated  in  the 
generaf  censure  cant  upon  the  regiment  ? 
*-I  remember  colonel  Palmer  waiting 
upon  me  after  the  parade,  and  speaking  to 
mejipon  the  subject  now  mentioned.  My 
answer  was,  that  I  was  perfectly  well 
satisfied  as  to  bis  zeal  and  attention  to  the 
good  of  the  regiment. 

Does  your  lordship  remember  my  stating 
to  you  certain  reasons  for  not  having  ad- 
dressed you  upon  the  parade  ?— I  cannot 
call  to  mind  what  passed  upon  that  par- 
ticular subject.  Colonel  Palmer  might 
have  mentioned  to  me  reasons  for  not  ad- 
dressing me  upon  the  parade,  but  I  cannot 
call  them  to  mind  at  this  moment. 

What  answer  did  colonel  duentin  give 
your  lordship,  upon  your  communicating 
the  contenu  of  that  letter  ?— Colonel 
Qoentin  expressed  his  regret  that  he 
should  have  incurred  the  displeasure  of 
the  commander-in-chief;  and  expressed 
his  general  anxiety  to  maintain  the  disci- 
pline of  the  regiment. 

Did  colonel  Quentin  complain  in  any 
manner  to  your  lordship  of  his  not  having 
bren  supported  by  the  officers  ?— I  do  not 
recollect  that  he  did. 

Does  your  lordship  recollect  the  late 
captain  Gordon  waiting  upon  yon  in  behalf 
of  himself  and  the  rest  of  the  officers^  upon 
the  same  subject)'— Ya^  I  do. 
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upon  the  ili.^cipline  of  the  regiqieRt. 
Whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  his  lordship 
declares,  that  he  had  every  reason  to  be 

What  answer  did  yoar  lordship  make  to 
captain  Gordon  ? — Captain  Gordon  waited 
upon  me  immediately  after  I  had  dismissed 
the  regiment,  and  expressed  to  me  that  he 
and  other  officers  of  the  regiment  (mean- 
ing principally  to  refer  to  the  captains) 
were  hurt  at  some  expressions  I  had 
made  use  of  in  addressing  the  regiment, 
conceiving  that  I  attributed  blame  to  them 
in  the  execution  of  their  duty.  I  answered 
him,  that  having  a  hi|;h  opinion  of  captain 
Gordon,  (which  I  had)  it  was  far  from  my 
wish  to  make  use  of  any  expressions  that 
might  hart  his  feelings;  but  that  I  felt  it 
necessary  to  advert  to  ali  the  points  which 
I  did  in  addressing  the  oflicers,  and  to 
recommend  gfner^liy  a  strong  support 
throup;hont  the  regiment  to  (he  command- 
ing officer :  that,  cantoned  as  the  regi- 
ment constantly  was  in  dispersed  villages, 
unless  the  commanding  officer  was  pro- 
perly supported  by  every  officer  under  his 
command,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
maintain  discipline,  and  therefore  I  had 
thought  it  necessar}'  to  point  out  the  duty 
of  every  one  in  addressing  the  regiment. 

Did  your  lordnbip  mean  captain  Gordon 
to  consider  that  as  a  general  instruction 
from  your  lordship  to  him  and  the  rest  of 
the  captains ;  or  in  any  manner  to  be  con- 
sideied  as  implying  a  doubt,  upon  your 
part,  of  their  having  performed  toeir  duty, 
and  supported  their  commanding  officer  ? 
-—I  had  explained  very  fully,  when  I  as- 
sembled the  officers,  my  instructions  to 
them.  What  I  said  to  captain  Gordon, 
was  an  explanation  to  him  ;  and  I  cer- 
tainly meant  to  impress  upon  the  officers, 
that  when  troops  were  scattered  over  a 
great  extent  of  country,  a  great  deal 
necessarily  depended  upon  the  troop* 
officers. 

Your  lordship  remembers  the  order  of 
the  26th  of  February  from  sir  Stapleton 
Cotton ;  the  general  cavalry  order  ? — Yes, 
I  do. 

Did  your  lordship  speak  to  colonel 
Quentin  in  consequence  of  that  order  ?•— 
Yes,  I  did. 

Did  colonel  Quentin  at  that  time  make 
any  complaint  of  not  having  been  sop- 
ported  bjf  the  officers  ?— I  do  not  recollect 
that  he  did. 

Had  your  lordship  any  other  conversa- 
tion with  colonel  Quentin  previous  to  the 
general  order  of  the  26th  of  February^  and 


satisfied  with  the  zeal  and  attention  of  the 
officers  to  their  duty.  '  Now,  Sir,  can  any 
thing  be  more  conclusive  .than  this  evi- 

the  letter  that  you  received  from  sir 
Edward  Pakenham,  dated  the  SOtb  of 
March  ? — I  have  had,  at  different  times, 
several  conversations  with  colonel  Quentin 
on  the  discipline  of  the  regiment.       * 

What  was  your  lordship's  general  opi- 
nion of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  ?— I  had 
every  reason  to  approve  of  the  general 
conduct  of  the  officers :  they  appeared  to 
be  zealous  and  attentive  to  their  duty. 

CrosS'txamined  by  Colonel  Quentin, 

With  respect  to  this  letter  of  the  30th 
of  March,  did  you  not  state  to  colonel 
Quentin,  that  the  letter  was' not  a  public 
one,  and  that  you  could  not  give  it  to 
him? — I  do  not  recollect  that  1  stated 
that  to  colonel  Quentin ;  but  I  considered 
the  letter  as  a  letter  not  to  be  put  inio 
public  orders :  a  letter  for  my  instruction 
from  the  commander  of  the  forces  ;  bot 
not  such  a  one  as  I  should  make  public  in 
the  brigade. 

Did  not  colonel  Quentin  ask  to  have  the 
letter  ?  —  Colonel  Quentin  might  have 
asked  me  for  the  letter,  bot  I  do  not  posi« 
tively  recollect  it. 

Do  you  know  whether  any  general  court- 
martial  ever  assembled  on  the  conduct  of 
Serjeant  M.  Robinson  of  the  lOth  Hossarv, 
who  is  alluded  to  in  the  letter  of  the  SOth 
of  March  ?— I  directed  colonel  Quentin  to 
make  an  inquiry  into  those  circumstances* 
and  to  report  to  me  thereupon ;  and  bis 
report  I  sent  to  the  adjutant-general  sir 
Edward  Pakenham. 

Have  you  any  means  of  knowing,  that 
neither  serjeant  Robinson,  nor  any  other 
person  of  the  10th  Hussars,  had  committed 
the  violence  stated  in  that  letter  ?^-Colo- 
nel  Quentin,  in  his  report  to  me,  consi- 
dered serjeant-major  Robinson  not  to  have 
been  guilty  of  what  was  charged  against 
him ;  and  from  the  circumstances  stated 
in  his  letter^  I  had  reason  to  acquiesce  in 
that. 

Ro'examined  hy  Colonel  Palmer* 

Did  I  ever,  upon  any  occasion,  express 
an  opinion  to  your  lordship  of  colonel 
Qoentin's  conduct,  except  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  present  charge  relative  to  the 
want  of  discipline  in  the  regiment?— -I 
had  occasional  conversations  with  colonel 
Palmer  upon  the  state  of  the.  regiment; 
from  which  it  appeared  that  be  was  not 
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dence ;  and  can  it  be  supposed  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  if  colonel  Quentin  had  had 
the  slightest  ground  of  complaint  against 
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satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
discipline  was  carried  on.  In  no  other 
respect  did  he  express  himself  dissatisfied 
^ith  colonel  Quentin. 

Mnjor  General  the  Hon.  T.  Mahon.  Did 
you  consider  the  relaxed  state  of  disci- 
pline of  the  1 0th  Light  Dragoons,  to  be 
principally  ascribable  to  the  inattention 
and  want  of  exertion  of  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  regiment? — I  considered 
the  relaxed  state  of  discipline  of  the  regi- 
ment to  be  principally  attributable  to  the 
want  of  a  proper  system  being  maintained, 
and  to  the  want  of  a  proper  arrangement 
in  carrying  on  the  duties. 

Mqfor  General  the  Hon.  De  Grey.  Did 
you  witness  the  operations  of  the  1 0th 
Hussars  on  the  28tb  of  February,  and  the 
10th  of  April  last,  when  engaged  with  the 
enemy  ;  and  did  you  observe  any  misbe- 
haviour in  colonel  Quentin,  in  his  capacity 
of  commanding  officer  of  that  corps,  on 
either  of  those  occasions  ?— I  witnessed 
the  operations  of  the  1 0th  Hussars  on  both 
of  those  days  ;  but  I  did  not  oba^ve  any 
misbehaviour  'on  the  part  of  colonel 
Quentin. 

Mafor- General  BuUer.  Did  your  lord- 
ship, from  personal  observation,  or  other- 
wise, attribute  the  want  of  discipline  of 
the  10th  Hussars,  to  individual  want  of 
energy  in  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
regiment  ? — I  did  not  observe  any  want  of 
attention  to  any  directions,  or  orders  from 
me,  in  the  commanding  officer  of  the  re- 
giment; but  1  conceived^  that  at  times 
there  was  a  want  of  activity  on  his  part. 

Colonel  Quenim.  Did  yon  communicate 
to  the  officers-only  a  part  of  that  letter, 
or  the  whole,  including  that  part  relating 
to  colonel  Quentin  ?— I  did  not  communi- 
cate the  whole  of  the  letter,  nor  any  part 
of  that  which  related  to  colonel  Quentin. 
I  expressed  merely  to  the  officers  the  dis- 
pleasure incurred  with  the  commander  of 
the  forces;  and  addressed  myself  to  them 
at  some  length  on  the  discipline  of  the 
regiment,  and  on  the  manner  in  which 
the  doty  ought  to  be  carried  on. 

Jf^ajor^Gaural  the  Hon.  De  Grey.  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  material;  but 
there  was  a  direct  qaestion  put  by  colonel 
Palmer,  on  the  subject  of  the  Court-mar- 
tial. I  do  not  think  it  directly  appears 
that  that  Court-martial  did  not  assemble. 

Judge  Adoocate  GeneraL     Thus  much 


the  officers,  that  he  would  R6t,  upon  these 
occasions,  have  stated  them,  in  justifica- 
tion  of   himself?    But  the  fact  was,  he 


appears,  that  a  report  was  sent  in  by  co- 
lonel Quentin,  which  was  transmitted  to 
the  adjutant-general,  that  contained  a 
statement,  from  which  colonel  Quentin 
inferred  that  Robinson  was  not  guilty ; 
and  lord  Edward  Somerset  acquiesced  in 
that. 

MajoT' General  the  Hon,  G.  De  Grey,  I 
do  not  know  that  it  is  material ;  but  it 
was  a  direct  question. 

Fretident.  Your  lordship  transmitted 
to  the  adjutant-general  the  report,  that 
the  man  was  not  guilty;  and  that  you  ac- 
quiesced in  that  opinion  ? — Yes.  The 
answer  I  received  to  the  report  I  sent  to 
the  adjutant- general  was,  that  it  appear^ 
ing  from  the  inquiry  that  had  been  made, 
that  the  man  was  not  guilty,  it  was  not  re* 
quired  that  he  should  be  brought  to  a 
court-martial. 

Major*  General  Grant  iu:om,*^Examined  by 

Colonel  Palmer* 

Be  pleased  to  state  to  the  Court  the  pe- 
riod that  you  were  in  the  command  of  the 
Hussar  brigade  on  the  peninsula. — I  com- 
manded the  Hussar  brigade  from  the  pe« 
riod  of  its  arrival  at  Lisbon  until  it  reach- 
ed the  Pyrenees,  from  the  beginning  of 
February  till  the  3rd  of  July ^  1813:  I 
mean  to  say,  that  the  first  part  of  the  bri« 
gade  arrived  early  in  February ;  the  last 
part  arrived  the  12th,  I3thy  and  1 4th,  of 
February. 

Were  you  satisfied  with  the  appearance 
and  conduct  of  the  10th  regiment  at  Lis- 
bon,  and  previous  to  its  march  to  join  the 
army? — ^The  regiment  landed  in  very  fine 
order  from  England. 

Do  you  recollect  inspecting  the  regi- 
ment in  marching  order,  previous  to  its 
leaving  Lisbon  ?— I  did  inspect  the  regi- 
ment on  the  sands  near  Balam  Castle. 

Do  you  recollect  the  opinion  you  ex- 
pressed of  the  regiment  on  that  occasion  ? 
— I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  expression 
I  might  use  ;  but  I  remember  what  I 
thought  of  the  regiment*  The  men  were 
physically  good  subjects,  healthy,  and 
well  appointed ;  the  horses  were  well 
selected,  and  in  very  fine  condition. 

Were  you  satisfied  with  the  conduct  of 
the  men  during  that  period  ? — ^The  men 
generally  behaved  remarkably  well. 
There  were  occasional  instances,  per* 
haps  frequent  instances^  of  intoxication ; 
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which  woald  have  produced  the  inquiry 
be  shrank  from ;  nor«  on  the  other  band, 

■ ^ . 

but  the  general  conduct  of  the  men  was 
good. 

At  what  period  do  you  mean  that  those 
instances  of  frequent  intoxication  occur- 
red ?— During  the  time  when  the  regi- 
ment was  in  the  barracks  at  Balam. 

Did  you  not  express  yourself  satisfied 
with  the  conduct  of  the  officer  in  com- 
mand of  the  regiment  at  Lisbon  ? — Yes,  I 
did. 

PrutdM.  Yon  may  save  another  ques- 
tion, by  putting  down  who  was  the  com- 
manding officer. 

CoL  Palmer*    I  had  rather  not. 

Mqjor-Geiterai  Gram.  Colonel  Palmer 
was  the  commanding  officer  at  Balam. 

Prcddem.  I  admire  colonel  Palmer's 
delicacv  in  abstaining  from  asking  it;  bot 
it  would  of  course  be  asked  by  some 
member  of  the  Court. 

JJeui*'General  Champagni^  Were  you, 
in  e?ery  respect,  satisfied  with  the  con- 
duct of  the  commandinff  officer? — In 
every  respect  the  commanding  officer  ap- 
peared to  be  remarkably  ^itlentive  to  his 
duty. 

Co/.  Palmer.  Did  you  conttnoe  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  regiment 
up  to  the  period  of  your  leaving  the  bri- 
gade i — The  conduct  of  the  regiment  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  march  from  Lisbon 
to  Olit^,  where  I  gave  up  the  command, 
was  remarkably  good  :  there  were  occa- 
sional instances  of  little. irregularities,  but 
which  did  not  militate  against  the  general 
conduct  of  the  regiment. 

Under  whose  command  was  the  regi- 
ment when  you  quitted  the  brigade  at 
Olitd  ?— The  regiment  was  under  the  im- 
mediate orders  of  major  Roberts  of  the 
10th  Hussars. 

CoUmel  Gardiner  stvom'^Eittmined  by  Col, 

Painter. 

You  commanded  a  troop  of  horse  artil- 
lery on  the  Peninsula,  under  lord  Wel- 
lington ?-— I  did. 

When  were  you  first  attached  to  the 
Hussar  brigade?— On  the  Ist  of  Jane, 
previous  to  the  affair  of  Moralles. 

How  long  ^id  you  continue  with  it  ? — I 
continued  with  the  brigade  till  after  the 
battle  of  Toulouse,  when  the  army  march- 
ed for  embarkation. 

You  had  frequent  opportunities  of  ob- 
serving the  regimeDrdiihog  that  period  ? 


would  the  officers  have  sought  jt,  bat  from 
a  conviction  of  the  propriety  of  their  own 
conduct,  and  that  they  were  called  upon  to 


<-*I  moved  continually  with  the  regimeot. 
I  had  almost  daily  opportunities. 

Do  you  remember  the  arrival  of  col. 
Quentin  ?— Yes. 

What  was  your  opinion  of  its  discipline 
previous  to  bis  arrival  ?--^I  considered  it 
exemplary :  it  was  the  admiration  of  the 
army. 

Did  you  observe  any  change  in  the  dis« 
cipHne  after  the  arrival  of  co4onel  Quen- 
tin ?-— I  most  certainly  did. 

Dki  yon  at  any  period,  whilst  attached 
to  the  brigade,  occupy  the  same  canton- 
ments with  that  regiment?— I  was  casv- 
toned  at  Tafalla  with  them,  from  the 
12Sth  of  August  to  the  1st  of  November, 
1813. 

Did  you  ever  hfear  the  officers  of  the 
regiment  complain  of  colonel  Quentin  for 
not  attending  to  their  reports  and  repre- 
sentations of  the  misconduct  of  the  men, 
and  of  his  disregarding  those  reports,  and 
declining  to  punish  them  ? 
'  Judge  Advocaie  General.  I  am  afraid 
that  question  can  hardly  be  put,  whether 
colonel  Gardiner  heard  any  complaiou 
made  in  respect  of  that,  unless  it  was  in 
the  presence  of  colonel  Quentin  ;  if 
any  officer  has  any  such  complaint  to 
make,  he  should  state  ft  here.  Colonel 
Gardiner  may  state  that  he  heard  those 
complaints ;  but  it  is  impossible  from  that 
to  say  whether  the  complaints  were  cor- 
rect. 

Colonel  Palmer.   I  will  withdraw  it  then. 

Lieut.''Gen.  Sir  Sasnuel  Auckmuiy.  Unless 
it  is  intended  to  ask  who  the  officers  were> 
and  then  to  call  them. 

Ju€lge  Advocate  Genetel.  Then  it  is  so 
much  loss  of  time. 

CoUmel  Palmer.  I  will  put  it  in  another 
way.  From  your  personal  acquaintance 
with  the  officers,  previous  and  subsequent 
to  the  arrival  of  colonel  Quentin,  are  yoa 
of  opinion  that  the  relaxation  of  disci- 
pline proceeded  from  any  want  of  zeal  on 
their  pari?^>On  the  contrary,  from  my 
personal  intimacy  with  the  officers,  I  had 
every  opportunity  of  knowing  their  seal 
and  interest  m  the  character  of  the  regi- 
ment. 

Were  they  the  same  officers  onder  eoL 
Quentin,  and  colonel  Roberts  ?^-Tbey 
were  the  same,  with  a  few  exceptions,  oa 
the  arrival  of  officers  from  £ogland  subse- 
quent to  tha^. 
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jttiltfy  tbenucWci  horn  the  general  dif- 
grace  brought  apoo  the  regiment  ?  Colonel 
Cluentia  certainly  sUtad  in  his  Defeqcei 
thai  he  could  prof  e  nitmerooB  inttancos 

Preiidtni*  They  were  in  general  the 
aame  ?-*Yei,  they  were ;  there  were  a  few 
arrivals  from  EnglamK 

CoL  Palmer.  You  have  ftated  to  the 
Coart,  that  you  observed  a  change  of  dts* 
cipline  subsequent  to  colonel  Qaentin'a 
taking  the  coounand :  will  you  aow  atate 
the  points  in  which  you  consider  that 
change  to  have  consisted  ?-«I  think  it 
consisted  in  the  total  loss  of  condition  of 
the  horses.  In  the  slorenly  appearance  of 
the  men,  I  mean  as  to  their  appointment 
and  equipnsent,  in  their  irregularity  and 
atraggling  on  the  march,  and  particularly 
in  the  failure  of  assembly  of  the  Regiment 
at  the  place  of  rendezvous  oC  the  brigade, 
previous  to  the  day's  march. 

Can  you  state  any  particular  instances 
to  the  Court  ?— It  happened  so  repeatedly, 
that  I  really  cannot  precisely  state  any 
period  ;  but  the  iinpreasion  upon  my  mind 
of  their  beins  late  is  that,  sometimes  three 
times  a  week,  I  had  occasion  to  wait;  with 
the  other  corps  of  the  brigade  assembled, 
for  the  10th  Hussars.  I  remember  one 
instance  particularly,  before  crossing  the 
Adour,  two  daya  after  the  battle  of  Orthes, 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  we  waited 
a  long  time  there.  I  speak  of  that  gene- 
rally ;  it  was  a  thing  that  occurred  three 
times  a  week. 

Did  you  ever  know  instances  of  its  being 
productive  of  inconvenience  to  other  parts 
of  the  army  in  the  column  of  march  ?— I 
have  known  the  Hussar  brigpade  some* 
tgnea  detained  an  hour  subsequent  to  the 
hour  of  march ;  I  have  known  a  division 
of  infantry,  and  sometimes  two,  obliged 
to  proceed,  and  file  a-head  of  the  bri- 
gade; and  after  they  had  passed  that, 
the  Hussar  brigade,  in  consequence  of 
being  detained,  has  had  to  trot  out,  to  re- 
cover their  place  in  the  line  of  march ;  I 
should  think  very  much  to  the  inconve- 
nience of  the  troops,  ^d  certainly  ex- 
hausting the  horses  ^  no  purpose. 

Do  you  mean  lo  impute  the  fault  on 
these  occasions  to  the  brigade  in  general, 
or  to  the  10th  in  particular  ?— To  the  lOth 
Hussars  in  particular.  It  was  the  custom 
to  name  a  place  of  rendesvoos  to  the  bri- 
|;ade,  previous  to  its  march  on  the  follow- 
ing day ;  and  I  have  known  the  17th  and 
15th,  and  my  own  troop,  wait  for  the  lOth ; 
that  is  what  I  mean* 


of  wanl  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the 
officers  ;  but  why  did  not  he  prove  them  ? 
and  what  could  have  been  easier,  had  it 
been  the  fact  ?  Why  did  he  not  call  upon 

■   ■■■  I        ■     iiiMwi -<■  i»        111.        II  vim*n 

Bngade^Mnfor  Joneg  called  agoiii.— 
Examined  bjf  Col.  Palmer, 

During  the  whole  period  that  you  were 
with  the  Hussar  brigade,  had  you  not  ooiv* 
stant  opportonites  of  olwerving  the  con* 
duct  of  the  lOth  Hussars  ? — Ceruinly. 

What  was  your  opinion  of  its  state  of 
discipline,  from  its  nrst  landing  at  Lisboa 
to  the  period  of  its  march  to  join  the  army  } 
-^When  the  regiment  diaembarked  at. 
Lisbon,  it  was  certainly  in  good  ord^r ; 
but  the  conduct  of  the  men  aner  the  land- 
ing was  bat  very  indifferent. 

State  what  their  conduct  was  after  their 
first  landing  ?— Immediately  after  their 
landing,  I  thought  the  conduct  of  the  men 
was  bad,  the  state  of  the  regiment  wma 
good,  and  their  appointment,  and  so  on. 
During  their  march  up  the  country,  the 
regimeflt  was  in  very  good  order,  I  con- 
ceive,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  men 
good. 

Can  you  state  if  any  change,  and  what, 
took  place  in  the  conduct  of  the  men 
during  the  time  they  were  at  Lisbon,  and 
what  was  the  state  of  the  regiment  previ- 
ous to  its  leaving  Lisbon  ?•— I  have  already 
said,  the  conduct  of  the  men  was  very  in- 
different on  their  landing  at  Lisbon :  pre- 
vious to  the  regiment  leaving  Lisbon,  it 
certainly  became  in  better  order,  as  far  as 
their  conduct  was  concerned.  The  beha- 
viour of  the  regiment  was  good,  on  their 
march  up  the  country. 

What  did  you  consider  to  be  the  disci- 
pline of  the  regiment,  shortly  previous  to 
colonel  Quentin  arriving  and  uking  the 
command  r— At  the  time  it  was  under 
major  Roberts  ? 

At  the  time  of  the  affair  of  Moralles, 
for  instance  ?— <I  conceive  the  regiment 
was  in  good  order;  immediately  before 
colonel  Quentin's  arrival,  the  regiment 
certainly  was  in  good  condition. 

Did  you  perceive,  from  the  period  of  the 
regiment  landing  at  Lisbon  to  that  of  col. 
Quentin's  arriving  to  take  the  command, 
any  want  of  exertion  on  the  part  of  either 
of  the  commanding  officers  ?— No,  cer- 
tainly not. 

Did  you  i^bserve  any  change  in  the  dis« 
cipline  of  the  regiment,  and  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  commanding  officer,  after  the 
arrival  of  colonel  Quentin  ?—Yes,  cer- 
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major  Howard  and  the  other  officers,  who, 
he  states,  refused  to  sign  the  letter  to  the 
Regent?  why  did  he  not  call  upon  the 
ijuarter- masters,  non-commissioned  offi« 
cers,  and  privates,  to  prove  this  assertion  ? 
He  had  ransacked  the  whole  regiment,  and 
under  ail  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
could  there  be  a  question  of  his  finding 
evidence  to  prove  eny  fact  be  wanted  ? 
Indeed,  so  great  was  his  influence  and  ex- 
ertion upon  the  occasion,  tha^  although  he 
dared  not  call  upon  these  witnesses  in  his 
defence,  he  so  managed  matters  as  to  pre- 
vent me  from  calling  upon  them,  as  I  had 
determined,  in  aid  of  the  prosecution.  The 
'  fact  was,  that  immediately  on  being  ap- 
pointed the  Prosecutor,  I  examined  the 
serjeant^major  (who,  as  the  acting  adjutant 
of  the  regiment  on  service,  was  a  most 
material  witness),  and  obtained  the  depo- 
sitions of  the  quarter-masters,  who,  from 
their  situations,  could  have .  given  the 
strongest  evidence  as  to  the  misconduct 
and   want  of  discipline  in  their  troops, 

tainly ;  a  very  great  change  took  place  in 
the  discipline  of  the  regiment,  a  short 
time  after  colonel  Qnentin's  arrival* 

Were  you  not  with  the  head-quarters  of 
the  brigade  at  Tafalla,  the  whole  time  the 
regiment  was  stationed  there  ? — Yes,  I 
was. 

At  what  period  was  that  ?— August, 
September,  October,  and  part  of  No- 
"t'ember* 

Will  you  state  in  what  respects  ? — The 
regiment  certainly  became  slovenly,  and 
the  conduct  of  the  men  very  bad  ;  drink- 
ing, and  behaving  extremely  irregularly, 
and  apparently  very  inattentive  to  their 
duty. 

Have  you  not  reason  to  know  that  the 
want  of  discipline  in  the  men  was  not 
checked  by  colonel  Quentin  ? — I  have 
some  reason  to  believe  certainly,  it  was 
not  to  the  extent  that  it  ought  to  be. 

Can  you  state  any  particular  instance 
that  occurred  to  your  own  personal  know- 
ledge ? — I  do  remember  two  or  three  in- 
stances :  the  one  was  a  circumstance  that 
occurred  with  a  man  on  doty  at  my  door, 
as  an  orderly.  I  cannot  recollect  the  man's 
name :  but  I  sent  him  to  the  acting  adju- 
tant of  the  regiment,  and  gave  him  into 
confinement,  under  charge  of  the  adju- 
tant, and  desiped  htm  to  report  to  colonel 
Quentin  the  state  the  man  was  in  :  he  was 
excessively  intoxicated  upon  bis  post :  he 
was  orderly  sentinel  at  the  brigade  major's 


and  could  have  slated  how  far  the  blame 
was  to  be  attributed  to  the  captains  or 
the  commanding  officer:    nothing  could 
be  more  satisfactory  than  their  first  state- 
ments, particularly  that  of  the  serjeant- 
major,  who   was  actually   my  principal 
evidence  upon  the    fourth    Charge,   and 
whom  i  preferred  even  to  the  officers,  who, 
as  the  parties  at  issue  with  colonel  Quentin, 
might  be  considered  prejudiced  ;  and  yet, 
such  was  the  diffisrence  of  their  evidence 
upon  a  second  examination,  after  they  had 
seen  colonel  Quentin  upon  the  subject  in 
London,  that  I  was  obliged  to  attaudon 
the  whole;  out  of  all  the  quarter-masters, 
there  was  but  one  I  found  1  could  depend 
on,  and  I  did  not  chuse  to  being  him 
singly ;  but  it  so  happened,  that  this  was 
the  very  man  colonel  Quentin  called  upon 
in  his  defence,  and  whom  he  had  better 
have  let  alone,  as  nothing  could  be  stronger 
than  his  evidence  against  him. 

The  only  part  of  the  whole  proceedings 
which  could  induce  the  slightest  idea  that 

—  -  -  _      ■     ■ 

office.  I  was  afterwards  informed  that  the 
man  was  confined  in  the  first  instance, 
but  that  he  was  not  punished. 

IHvtidaU.  Was  he  tried  ? — Certainly 
not.  I  had,  in  one  or  two  instances  before, 
sent  off*  men  in  a  similar  state  from  the 
door  of  the  office,  intoxicated  on  duty ;  and 
learning  that  they  received  no  punishment, 
I  stated  the  matter  to  lord  Edward  Somer- 
set, commanding  the  brigade,  who  de- 
sired, if  it  occurred  again,  that  I  would 
make  an  official  report  of  the  circum- 
stance. 

Col,  Palmer.  Do  you  not  conceive  the 
circumstance  of  the  orderlies  being  drunk 
on  their  posts,  is  a  very  strong  instance  of 
the  want  of  discipline  in  a  regiment  ? 

Judge  Advocate  General,  The  Articles  of 
War  8ay,  that  it  subjects  to  death. 

I'resident.  You  might  put  the  question 
in  this  way.  Do  you  not  think  that  the 
circumstance  of  an  orderly  drunk  on  his 
post,  when  reported  to  his  command mg 
officer,  not  being  tried,  and  punished,  is  a 
relaxation  of  discipline  ? — I  think  it  shews 
a  great  want  of  order  and  regularity* 

Mafor  Gen,  the  Hon,  T.  Mahon,  From 
your  personal  observation,  did  yon  attri- 
bute the  relaxation  in  discipline  of  the 
1 0th  Hussars,  to  the  want  of  energy  or 
activity  in  their  then  commanding  officer  } 
^•Certainly.  As  far  as  my  opinion  went, 
I  thought  colonel  Quentin  did  not  taka 
those  steps  that  he  ought  to  have  doae« 
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coloael  QueDtio  was  not  sopported  by  the 
officers  in  Btsintaining  the  disciplioe  of  the 
regiment,  wms  that  of  the  regimental  Orders, 
which  he  produced  in  his  defence ;  and  this 
consideration  coald  only  weigh  with  those 
who  had  not  attended  to  the  rest  of  the  e?i* 
dence ;  hot  as  it  wai  not  for  me  to  impute 
aoch  neglect  to  the  Courts  I  thought  it 
quite  unnecessary  to  take  up  their  time 
by  making  any  comments  upon  them; 
yet,  after  the  observations  made  by  the 
Court,  and  having  in  vain  looked  through 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings  for  a  particle 
of  evidence  to  justify  them,  I  can  no 
otherwise  account  for  it;  and  so  far  I 
must  say,  that  with  those  who  have  not 
heard  or  read  the  evidence,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  look  at  these  Orders,  and  believe 
that  any  commanding  officer  could  be 
capable  of  issuing  them  without  some 
grounds  of  complaint  against  the  officers 
under  him.  But  so  it  was  in  this  instance ; 
and  if  the  House  will  permit  me  to  read 
and  explain  them,  I  trust  to  prove  these 
Orders  to  be  an  aggravation  of  colonel 
Quentin's  guilt  upon  this  Charge,  by 
shewing  the  duplicity  of  his  conduct. 
The  first  Order  is  dated  Tsfalla,  August 
13tli,  181 S, and  runs  thus:  "  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Quentin  particularly  cautions  the 
men  against  losing  any  part  of  their  arms  or 
accoutrements;  he  is  determined  to  make 
them  pay  for  the  loss  of  the  same ;  and 
also  will  make  an  example  of  any  man 
who  is  so  neglectful  as  to  occasion  a  re* 
port  so  disgraceful  to  btf  made  to  the 
commanding  officer."—- In  the  first  place, 
nothing  could  be  more  ridiculous  than 
colonel  Quentin  holding  out  this  threat  of 
punishing  the  men  for  losing  their  arms, 
at  the  very  time  he  was  overlooking  the 
most  flagrant  crimes  that  soldiers  could 
be  guilty  of,  and  suffering  all  that  drunk- 
enness and  insubordination  which  oiScca- 
aioned  the  disgraceful  pensores  upon  the 
regiment  by  lord  Wellington^  and  in  the 
General  Orders.  But  I  cannot  dismiss 
this  subject  of  the  arms,  which  be  pretends 
to  be  so  careful  about,  without  mention- 
ing jt  as  an  instance  of  his  incapacity  and 
neglect  of  the  real  interests  of  the  regi- 
ment. The  fact  was,  that  these  very  arms 
be  speaks  of  were  reported  nnierviceable, 
in  the  return  of  the  regiment  from  Spain, 
after  the  campaign  under  sir  John  Moore; 
for  so  long  back  as  in  that  campaign,  they 
bad  been  found  to  be  totally  useless, 
and  only  an  incumbrance  to  the  men; 
and  yet»  during  an  interval  of  five  years, 
the  regiment  being  liable  every  moment 
(  VOL.  XXIX. ) 
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to  be  ordered  abroad  again»  colonel  C:luen- 
tin  takes  no  steps  whatever,  nor  makes 
the  least  exertion  to  obtain  new  arms  in 
the  place  of  these  unserviceable  ones,  nor 
even  after  the  regiment  had  received  or- 
ders to  prepare  for  immediate  service ;  at 
which  time  he  was  in  the  command  of  it» 
and  made  every  other  arrangement  he 
thought  necessary.  But,  upon  his  giving 
up  the  command  to  me,  a  few  days  only 

Previous  to  our  marching  for  embarkation, 
lost  not  a  moment  in  applying  for 
proper  arms;  and  made  such  strong  re- 
presentations on  the  subject,  that  I 
succeeded  in  obtaining  an  order  for 
entire  new  arms,  upon  a  different  con- 
struction; and  which,  on  their  arrival, 
were  found  so  much  superior  to  those  of 
the  other  regiments  in  the  brigade,  that 
as  our  own  regiment  became  reduced  in 
numbers,  from  sickness  and  other  causes, 
our  spare  arms  were  ordered  to  be  Sdeli- 
vered  op  to  the  other  regiments,  to  re- 

Flace  those  of  the  same  description  which 
have  mentioned  as  being  entirely  use* 
less:  and  yet,  with  all  me  precautions 
contained  in  this  Order  of  colonel  Quen* 
tin's  relative  to  these  useless  arms,  when 
the  new  ones  afterwards  arrived,  which 
had  been  obtained  by  my  application,  and 
which,  from  being  rifles,  required  particu^ 
lar  instructions  to  be  given  to  the  men  for 
the  care  of  them,  he  neglected  issuing  any 
order  for  the  purpose,  and  actually  so  con* 
ducted  himself  respecting  them,  as  to  io« 
duce  a  belief  that  he  wished  to  destroy 
their  credit,  and  render.them  as  unservice* 
able  as  the  old  ones. 

The  next  Order  is  dated  the  1st  of  Sep* 
tember,  and  runs  as  follows :  **  Lieutenant 
colonel  Quentin  requests  qsptains  of  troops 
will  immediately' squad  tacjir  troops;  and 
where  there  are  more  than  one  subaltern 
to  a  troop,  each  will  tak^  an  equal  propor- 
tion; and  as  they  vvill  be  res^ionsible  to  the 
captain  for  their  squad,  they  will  at 
least  visit  their  squads  tiVice  in  each  day, 
at  which  time  they,  will  inspect  the  arms, 
ammunition,  horse '  appointments,  £(c.  as 
also  will  see  the  men's  messes  are  regular; 
any  irregularities  are  immediately  to  be 
reported  to  the  captain  of  their  respective 
troops.  The  officer  of  the  day  will  be 
present  at  guard-mounting,  and  will  visit 
and  inspect  the  guard  once  during  the 
day,  and  once  after  ten  o'clock  at  night ; 
he  will  also  visit  the  hospital  and  work* 
shops,  10  see  every  thing  is  regular,  and 
report  of  his  having  done  so  in  bis  guard- 
report  :    any  irregularities  bo   may  ob* 
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serve  during  the  day,  is  immediately  to 
be  reported  to  the  captain  of  the  day. 
The  commanding  officer  begs  captains  of 
troops  will  see  the  above  Orders  most 
strictly  complied  with." 

As  for  this  Order,  with  respect  to  the 
instructions  to  the  captains  to  squad  their 
troops,  making  each  subaltern  responsible 
for  the  care  of  that  part  entrusted  to  his 
charge^  one  would  really  suppose  that 
this  was  an  idea  of  colonel  Quentin'8,which 
had  never  occurred  to  the  previous  com- 
manding officers;  whereas  the  fact  was,  that 
it  had  been  to  this  system  of  responsibility, 
^hich  was  not  confined  to  the  officers,  but 
enforced  with  every  non-commissioned 
officer  in  the  regiment,  that  its  good  order 
and  discipline,  so  amply  detailed  in  evi- 
dence, was  to  be  ascribed;  and  allthat  col. 
'Quentin  had  to  do  on  his  arrival,  was 
to  follow  up  a  plan,  the  good  effects  of 
'which  were  so  manifest;  instead  of  which 
(as  the  evidence  proves),  he  let  the 
whole  fall  to  pieces ;  and  all  he  has  to 
shew  in  bis  Defence  are  these  Orders, 
which  do  nothing  but  prove,  by  his  own 
evidence,  the  bad  state  of  the  regiment  I 
which  called  for  them  :  for  I  repeat,  that 
so  far  from  enforcing  his  threats,  there 
was  no  crime  or  excess  whatever  that  be 
did  not  suffer  to  pass  with  impunity ;  and 
the  few  instances  of  punishment  that  oc- 
curred, could  only  be  considered  as  acts 
of  injustice  and  cruelty,  inasmuch  as  they 
were  partial,  and  incapable  of  effecting  the 
•ole  obfect  that  justifies  punishment,  viz. 
the  prevention  of  crime.  As  for  the  latter 
part  of  the  Order,  about  the  subaltern 
mounting  his  guard,  &c.  it  might  be 
found  word  for  word  in  the  Standing  Or- 
ders  of  every  cavalry  regiment,  which  a 
cornet  had  to  learn  on  his  first  joining, 
and  was  all  very  well  in  barracks  at  home 
'  or  abroad,  and,  when  once  learnt  by  an 
officer,  it  would  be  bis  business  to  recol- 
lect, and  not  have  repeated  to  him.  But 
such  details  of  duty  were  out  of  the  ques- 
tion in  active  service ;  and  nothing  can  be 
more  unwise  than  to  issue  orders  which, 
from  circumstances,  cannot  be  complied 
with,  as  it  serves  as  an  excuse  with  idle 
young  men  to  neglect  their  duty  al- 
together. How  were  officers  to  visit  their 
men's  quarters  twice  a  day,  when,  from 
their  extension  and  the  badneM  of  the 
roads,  they,  perhaps,  could  hardly  visit 
them  once?  And,  for  the  same  reason, 
how  could  they  possibly  attend  their 
dinners,  and  see  that  their  messes  were 
'good^   All  that  coold  be  aiked  or  ex- 


pected from  them  was  to  do  their   duty 
(which  every  officer  knew,  or  was    sup- 
posed to  know)  in  the   best   way    they 
could,  and  the  only  general  ruls    to    be 
laid  down  was  that  of  responsibility.     The 
commanding  officer  should   look    to    the 
captains  for  the  care  of  their  troops,   and 
the  captains  to  the  officers  and  non-com- 
missioned officers  under  them  ;  and  wrhere 
this  was  attended  to,  and  the  commanding 
officer  did  his  own  duty   in  sapporting 
those   in  authority   under   him,    nothiog 
could  be  more  easy  than  maintaining  dis- 
cipline and  good  order  in  a  regimeiit. 

The  next  Order  is,  **  Inspection  of  ne« 
cessaries  at  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.  ;  every  man 
to  attend !"  Here  is  another  Order  he 
used  to  issue  in  barracks  at  home,  but  ridi- 
culous in  service :  in  the  first  place,  it  was 
impracticable  without  great  inconvenience 
and  injury  to  the  regiment ;  because,  at  the 
very  time  they  were  ordered  to  assemble 
for  this  purpose,  some  of  the  troops  were 
sure  to  be  wanted  by  the  commissariat  to 
fetch  their  meat,  bread,  corn,  or  whatever 
rations  they  might  require,  and  which 
could  not  be  served  out  to  the  whole  at 
once.  Independent  of  this,  there  was  the 
trouble  of  bringing  the  men  with  their 
kits  from  their  quarters  to  the  parade,  and 
keeping  each  soldier  perhaps  an  hour  from 
attending  to  other  duties,  when,  if  left  to  the 
discretion  and  responsibility  of  his  cap- 
tain, he  would  have  been  detained  a  few 
minutes  only.  But,  after  all,  what  was  the 
use  of  these  inspections  ?  None ;  for  what- 
ever were  the  deficiencies,  no  steps  were 
taken  to  prevent  or  replace  them  ;  and  the 
captain  had  only  the  mortification  of 
seeing,  over  and  over  again,  the  bad  stale 
of  his  troop,  without  the  means  of  remedy. 
In  proof  of  this,  I  beg  to  read  to  the  House 
the  evidence  of  captain  Lloyd  upon  the 
fourth  Charge,  which  applies  particularly 
to  this  subject.  Captain  Lloyd  is  desired 
to  state  to  the  Court  the  instances  in  which 
he  was  not  supported  by  colonel  Quentin 
in  the  command  of  his  troop.  After  men- 
tioning two  instances,  he  thus  proceeds : 
"  The  third,  was  while  my  troop  was  qoar- 
tered  at  Cambo  with  a  Portuguese  brigade, 
commanded  by  colonel  Doyle.  I  tound 
that  the  men  of  the  Portuguese  brigade 
were  buying  the  men's  necessaries ;  and 
after  some  exertions  to  detect  the  men 
who  had  been  selling  them,  finding  a  great 
deficiency,  I  found  a  Portuguese  officer 
wearing  the  stockings  of  one  of  our  men. 
The  Portuguese  officer  came  forward  and 
proTcd,  that  his  men  had  purchased  them 
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of  one  of  oar  men*  and  produced  a  cor- 
poral of  the  brigade  who  was  present  at 
the  purchase.    1  knew  they  were  stockings 
which   could   not    be  purchased   in  the 
country.     My   serjeant  reported   several 
cases   of   the   kind.     I   reported  this   in 
writing  to  colonel  Quentin,  and  sent  in  the 
Charge.   I  afterwards  met  the  colonel^  and 
personally  pressed  it  upon  bis  considera- 
tion.   He  saidf  if  we  were  to  try  them  for 
trifling  offences  of  that  kind,  what  were  we 
to  do  with  the  greater }  The  man  was,  lun- 
derstandf  afterwards  released.''    Now,  Sir, 
with  such  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  com« 
manding  officer,  where  could  be  the  use 
of  inspections,  and  how  was  it  possible  for 
captains  to  do  justice  to  their  troops  ? 
Every  officer  who  was  in  that   service 
knows  the  very  great  difficulty  there  was 
in  supplying  each  regiment  with  necessa- 
ries; and,  looking  to  the  consequences  of 
mllowing  the  men  to  sell  them  with  im- 
puinity,  there  was  no  crime  which  more 
calltQ  for  punishment ;    and  yet  this  waa 
the  language  and  opinion  held  by  colonel 
Quentin,  when  called  upon  to  notice  an 
offence  to  which  the  drunkenness,  insub- 
ordination, and  sickuess  of  the  regiment 
was,  in  a  great  measure  to  be  attributed. 
The  next  Order  is  dated  the  1 1th  of  Oc- 
tober, wherein  "  colonel  Quentin  requests 
that  the  subaltern  officers  will  refer  to  the 
Order  of  the  1st  of  September  last,  to  see 
that  the  men's  dinners  are  regular,  the  quar- 
ters cleared,  the  accoutrements  properly 
arranged,  and  also  the  men  clean  in  their 
persons  ;  which  they  are  daily  to  report 
to  the  officer  commanding  the  troop,  who 
Will  "Specify  in  his  weekly  report  of  his 
having  done  so.     The  surgeon  of  the  re- 
giment will  visit  the   men's  quarters  at 
Tafalla,  at  least  once  every  week,  and  report 
in  writing  to  the  commanding  officer  if  he 
perceives  any  of  the  quarters  detrimental 
to  the  men's  health.     A  report  of  the  sick 
will  be  tent  to  head  quarters  every  day, 
and  the  names  of  the  men  admitted  into 
the  hospital,  and  the  state  of  their  neces- 
saries, as  also  the  cause  of  their  lickness. 
The  assistant-surgeon  at  head  quarters  will 
visit  the  quarters  there,  as  also  those  at 
Sulchaya  and  Oronez,  and  report  in  the 
•ame  manner  as  pointed  out  to  the  sur- 
geon."   This  order  was  in  consequence 
of  a  report  made  by  the  surgeon  to   the 
head  of  the  medical  stail^  being  desired 
to  state  the  reasons  of  the  great  sickness 
that  prevailed  in  the  ref>iment;  and  as  this 
report  unavoidably  implicated  the  conduct 
of  the  comonandiog  officer,  colonel  Quen- 
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tin  took  offence  at  it ;  but  after  misrepre- 
senting Mr.  Morrison's  conduct   to  the 
captains,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  them 
to  take  part  against  him,  he  was  obliged 
to  hush  the  matter  up.    Colonel  Quentin 
brought  this  forward  in  his  defence,  at 
matter  of  accusation  against  me,  in  not 
communicating  with  him  upon  the  subject 
of  this  report ;  but  the  fact  was,  as  stated 
in  evidence,  I  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  it,  and   therefore  did   not  interfere 
in  any  way,  and  should  have  been  blame- 
able  if  I  had.    But,  with  respect  to  Mr. 
Morrispn,  colonel  Quentin's  conduct  would 
have  been  made  the  subject  of  a  charge 
against  him,  upon  which  he  might  have 
been  broke,  had  I  not  promised  the  co- 
lonel  of  the  regiment  (the  Regent),  for 
reasons  I   cannot    here  explain,   that  it 
should  not  be   brought   forward.    I  de- 
clined appearing  as  a  witness  upon  the 
prosecution;   but  colonel  Quentin   being 
obliged  to  call  upon  me  in  his  defence  to 
prove  the  letters  of  the  officers,  I  then  chal- 
lenged him  to  examine  me,  as  to  what  be. 
had  insinuated  against  myself  and  the  other 
officers,  which  he  would  not  venture  to  do. 
Whatever  might  have  been  my  opinion 
and     feelings    with    respect    to    colonel 
Quentin,  they  never  for  a  moment  inter- 
fered with  my  duty  to  the  regiment,  or 
prevented  me  from  giving  him  every  sup- 
port in  my  power,  as  commanding  officer* 
At  the  same  time,  his  conduct  to  me  was 
such  as  to  preclude  all  intimacy  between 
us;  it  was  evident  to  every  one,  that  he 
wished  to  drive  me  out  of  the  regiment; 
and  though  he  dared   not  personally  to 
insult  me,  he  acted  in  a  way  that  I  could 
not  misunderstand,  and  made  my  situation 
so  irksome  in  every  respect, ^that  I  did  all 
I  could  to  obtain  a  staff  appointment,  to 
relieve  me  from  regimental  duty ;  and  im- 
mediately afler  the  cessation  of  hostiluies, 
I  availed  m3'self  of  the  fim  opportunity 
of  coming  home  ;  nor  did  I  again  join  the 
regiment,  until  after  the  letter  of  the  offi- 
cers, intended  for  the  Regent,  was  sent  to 
me.    As  for  colonel  Quentin  taking  any 
credit  to  himself  for  the  improved  conduct 
of  the  regiment  in  its  march  home  through 
France,  he  had  no  claim  to  it ;  for,  after  the 
fetter  of  the  adjutant-general,  the  com- 
mand was  virtually  taken  from  him ;  he  was 
ordered  to  report  every  occurrence  what- 
ever to  the  general  of  the  brigade,  in  order 
to  take  his  instructions  upon  it ;  and  was, 
in  fact,  like  a  child   in   leading-strings, 
under  his  lordship's  guidance. 
The  next  Order  is  dated  October  12th, 
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wherein  "  the  commanding  officer  reqaests, 
that  officers  commanding  troops,  will  im- 
mediately cause  the  men  of  their  respec- 
tive troops  who  hare  four  shirts,  to  oaVe 
one  valued  by  two  old  soldiers  of  the 
troop,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  those 
who  are  in  immediate  want  of  shirts/' 
This  order,  too,  was  in  consequence  of  the 
surgeon's  report,  which  attributed  the  sick- 
ness, among  other  causes,  to  the  want  of 
necessaries  ;  and  thus,  after  allowing  men 
to  make  away  with  their  necessaries  with 
impunity,  he  replaces  them  at  the  expence 
of  the  good  soldiers  who  have  taken  care 
of  their  own ;  not  that  the  Order  was  of 
any  consequence,  as  I  will  venture  to  say, 
that,  at  this  time,  there  was  hardly  a  man 
in  the  regiment  who  had  four  shirts  to 
wear,  whilst  many  were  literally  without 
any. 

The  next  Order  is  of  the  15th  October. 
Here  ''  Colonel  Quentin  requests,  that  of* 
ficers  who  have  private  servants  will  ac- 
quaint  them,  that,  during  the  time  they 
are  in  this  country,  they  are  under  martial 
law :  and  the  very  first  that  is  reported  to 
him  4>f  breaking  open  doors,  &c.  or  ill« 
using  the  inhabitants,  he  will  bring  him 
to  a  court«martial.  The  commanding 
officer  further  orders,  that  all  private  ser- 
vants of  the  regiment  will  attend  parade, 
when  the  Articles  of  War  are  to  be  read/' 
Here,  again,  is  a  renewal  of  threats,  which 
were  not  carried  into  effect  until  too  late 
to  check  the  evil.  The  regiment  was 
nearly  four  months  under  colonel  Quentin 
in  stationary  quarters,  in  the  rear  of  the 
army,  without  a  duty  of  any  kind  to  per- 
form, and  the  coinmanding  officer  having 
nothing  to  do  but  to  attend  to  its  disci- 
pline; and  it  was  at  this  period  that  the 
regiment  was  suffered  to  go  to  ruin,  the 
most  flagrant  crimes  overlooked,  and  the 
hospital  crowded  with  sick,  brought  there 
by  the  drunkenness  and  excess  that  was 
permitted  :  for  nearly  two  months  at  Lis- 
bon after  their  first  landing,  when  the 
temptation  was  greatest,  not  a  man  was 
sent  to  the  hospital  from  this  cause ;  but 
aoon  after  colonel  Quentin  joined,  there 
were  6fty,  sixty,  or  more,  at  a  time,  con* 
fined  with  fevers,  brought  on  entirely  by 
drinking. 

I  have  many  apologies  to  make  to  the 
House  for  dwelling  so  long  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  have  felt  the  importance  of  re- 
futing the  only  argument  of  the  right  hon. 
gintleman  opposite,'which  lean  anticipate 
be  will  make  use  of  to  justify  the  obser- 
vations of  the  Court-martial  which  Icom- 


I  plain  of;  and  with  this  view  I  entreat 
their  patience  for  a  very  few  minates 
longer,  that  I  may  not  be  charged  with 
having  omitted  any  part  of  those  Orders 
that  require  explanation.*    With  respect 

*  Lieutenant  Colonel  Qusntim*s  R.  O. 

«<  Donna  Maria,  November  lUk,  1815. 
"The  commanding  officer  once  more 
calls  the  attention  of  officers  commanding 
troops,  to  an  Order  issued  for  sabahem 
officers  to  attend  the  foragin^^  parties; 
and  begs  that  Order  may  be  strictly  com- 
plied with  ;  and  further  desires,  a  farrier 
may  always  attend  the  foraging  parties 
in  future ;  and,  that  two  days  straw  i» 
always  kept  in  possession ;  and  the  nela  are 
at  all  times  to  be  kept  full,  so  as  to  be 
ready  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice. 

"  Orowia,  November  23rd,  1815. 
**  The  commanding  officer  particularly 
requests,  that  one  officer  per  troop  always 
remains  in  the  cantonments  of  their  troop ; 
and  further  desires,    that  when  officers     1 
employ  dragoons  to  go  to  Pampelona^  they 
are  on  no  account  to  go  without  a  written 
pass,  which  is  to  be  given  to  them,  so  that 
they    return  to  their   quarters    by     five 
o'cFock  in  the  evening;    as  no  man,  on    \ 
any  account,  is  to  be  absent   from  his    I 
quarters  after  that  time. 

'(  Orowia,  December  8rd,  1813. 

"  Lieutenant  colonel  Quentin  requests, 

that  the  officers  will  pay  more  attention  to 

his  orders;    and  not  absent  themselves 

from  parade  without  his  leave. 

"  Ucomberie,  December  \6lh.  1815. 

**  The  baggage  to  be  formed  on  the  left 

of  the  regiment,  and  on  no  account  is  it 

to  move   off  before    the  march  of  the 

troops. 

«  Cyargimd,  December  19iA«  1815. 
"  The  commanding  officer  once  more 
calls  the  attention  of  the  officers  to  an 
Order  issued  on  the  IGth  respecting  the 
baggage*  and  begs  it  may  be  most  stnctly 
complied  with. 

**  Halcoy,  December  22nd»  1813. 
"  Lieutenant  colonel  Quentin  requests, 
that,  on  the  discovery  of  forage  or  corn  in 
or  near  any  of  the  cantonments  where 
the  regiment  may  be  quartered,  an  imme- 
diate report  may  be  made  to  the  com* 
mis&ary  and  foraging  quarter-master,  so 
that  it  may  be  equally  divided  to  the 
regiment. 

''  Bas  Cambo,  January  24^  1814* 
"  The   commanding  officer    requests^ 
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to  the  three  next,  consisting  of  reprimands 
to  the  subalterns,  and  particolarly  in  call- 
ing upon  tbem  *'  not  to  absent  tbemselTes 
from  parade  without  his  leave  ;*'  nothing 

that  no  man  of  the  regiment  is  sent  oat  to 
forage,  except  by  a  regimental  order. 

*'  Bq»  Combo,  January  2Qih,  ISH. 
*'  Coroplaiots  having  been  made  to  the 
commanding  officeri  that  some  buildings 
have  been  pulled  down  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  fire*wood  for  the  use  of  the 
troops,  the  commanding  officer  therefore 
nartidularly  desires  that  officers  command- 
ing troops,  and  subalterns,  and  non-com- 
missioned officers,  may  be  particularly 
attentive  in  preventing  this  abuse;  and 
further  directs,  that  any  man  detected  in 
this  practice  may  be  immediately  confined 
and  reported,  in  order  that  he  may  be 
brought  to  punishment. 

'«  Boi  Combo,  January  SOik,  1814. 

<'  The  commanding  officer  having  again 
received  complaints  of  the  buildings,  &c. 
being  destroyed  for  firewood,  he  is  under 
the  necessity  of  ordering  a  daily  report  to 
be  given  in,  from  each  troop,  by  four 
o'clock,  of  the  officers  having  visited  the 
men's  quarters,  which  report  u  to  state  if 
the  inhabitants  have  any  complaint  to 
make. 

<'  Tarme,  March  Uik,  1814. 

"  Th^  commanding  officer  requests, 
that  the  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers  will  visit  the  quarters  occupied  by 
their  troops  frequently  during  each  day, 
and  inquire  of  the  inhabitants,  if  any  com- 
plaints, and  of  what  nature.  Any  irregu- 
larity is  to  be  immediately  reported  for 
the  information  of  the  commanding  officer, 

'*  March  94ih,  1814. 
"  The  commanding  officer  has  noticed 
the  repeated  neglect  in  turning  out  the 
troops,  when  ordered  to  march ;  and 
requests,  in  future,  those  officers  command- 
ing troops,  and  of  course  the  sobaltem 
officers,  will  be  always  first  on  the  troop 
parade,  and  report  any  one  negligent  in 
turning  out. 

"  Hear  Tourn^lU,  April  Isf,  1814. 

"  The  regiment  will  assemble  in  march- 
ing order,  at  head  quarters,  to-morrow 
morning  at  half  past  eight  o'clock,  for 
the  inspection  of  major  general  lord 
Edward  Somerset.  Every  man  and  horse 
possible  to  be  present ;  baggage  animalr 
to  be  loaded.' 

^  Lieutenant  colonel  Quentin  once  more 
calls  the  officers'  attention  to  an  Order 


could  be  more  unjust  or  improper  than 
this  indiscriminate  censure.  One  would 
suppose  by  this  Order,  that  the  whole  of 
the  officers  were  in  the  habit  of  being 
guilty  of  this  breach  of  discipline,  for 

issued  for  officers  to  visit  the  cantonments 
of  their  respective  troops  at  least  twice 
during  each  day,  and  ascertain  from  the 
inhabitants  if  they  have  any  complaint  to 
make  against  the  men  quartered  on  them» 
which  Order  is  most  strictly  to  be  com- 
plied with:  all  complaints  against  the 
regiment  to  be  immediately  reported  to 
the  commanding  officer,  in  writing* 

''  Near  Toumejiile,  AprU  2nd,  1814. 

"  Officers    commanding    troops,     on 

their  arrival  in  ciCntonments,  will  imme« 

diately  place  sentries  on  the  wine-houses, 

as  also  on  all  wine-cellars. 

"  Lenenae,  Jpril  4M,  1814k 
"  The  coipmanaing  officer  requests, 
that  all  picqnets,  when  relieved,  may  be 
marched  to  the  regiment  by  the  officer 
commanding  it,  and  they  are  on  no 
account  to  be  left  until  regularly  dismissed. 
The  commanding  officer  further  oilers, 
that  no  officer  quits  the  squadron  on  the 
march. 

««  VUkmdree,  April  26M,  1814. 
"The  commanding  officer  once  more 
calls  the  attention  of  the  officers  to  an  Order 
issued  some  time  since,  for  their  attend* 
ance  at  the  quarters  occupied  by  their 
respective  troops,  to  inquire  if  the  inhabi- 
tants have  any  complaints,  and  bega 
that  order  may  be  most  strictly  complied 
with. 

««  ViOandrec,  AprU  2Bih,  1614. 
"  Lieutenant  colonel  Quentin  requests^ 
that  officers  of  troops  will  frequently  visit 
the  men's  quarters,  to  see  that  the  arms 
and  accoutrements  are  kept  clean  and 
properly  arranged,  and  the  men  clean  in 
their  persons,  as  also  the  quarters. 

"  ViUandree,  May  3rd,  1814. 
''  The  commanding  officer  has  again  to 
call  the  attention  of  officers  in  command 
of  troops,  to  the  repeated  Orders  which 
have  been  issued  relative  to  their  visiting 
their  men's  Quarters,  and  inquiring  into 
any  irregularities  which  may  occur.  So 
many  instances  of  this  nature  have  lately 
been  reported  to  him,  that  he  is  under  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  informing  officers 
in  command  of  troops,  that,  should  such 
conduct  of  the  men  be  again  represented, 
he  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  reporting 
it  to  the  major  general.'' 
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which  it  would  have  been  the  doty  of 
colonel  Quentin  to  have  put  any  indiTi- 
dual  80  conducting  himself  under  arrest^ 
unless  he  made  a  proper  excuse  for  him- 
self; and  I  will  undertake  to  say,  that 
there  was  no  officer  in  the  regiment  so 
little  acquainted  with  his  duty,  who  would 
not  have  felt  it  necessary  to  explain  his 
conduct  to  his  commanding  officer,  who- 
ever he  might  happen  to  be,  on  such  an 
occasion.  If  these  complaints  were  just, 
they  were  disgraceful  to  colonel  Quentin, 
evincing  his  weakness  and  incapacity  in 
the  copamand.  But  was  he  to  be  credited 
for  a  moment,  when,  with  all  his  influence 
amongst  the  quarter-masters  and  others 
which  I  have  detailed,  he  did  not  attempt 
to  prove  a  single  instance  of  that  want  of 
co-operatioo  on  the  part  of  the  officers, 
which  ha  charges  them  with  in  his  De- 
fence? But  then  it  may  naturally  be 
asked,  what  possible  ipotive  colonel  Quen- 
tin  could  have  had  in  issoing  these  Orders, 
unless  he  had  conceived  them  to  be  neces- 
aary  ?  It  was  this— to  make  an  excuse  for 
himself,  and  give  a  colour  to  bis  repre- 
sentations, in  a  certain  quarter,  on  his  re- 
turn borne.  As  commandingofficer,  he  had 
the  ear  of  bis  colonel,  ai\d  by  these  means 
had  deceived  him. 

The  Order  to  divide  the  forage,  I  be- 
lieve, applies  to  me ;  and  this  was  another 
instance  of  bis  incapacity  and  injustice  in 
the  command;  though  I  said  nothing, 
about  it  at  the  trial,  as  it  might  have  ap- 
peared personal.  The  squadron  I  com- 
manded was  generally  at  out-quarters, 
and  treated  very  unfairly  by  him,  as  I 
could  have  abundantly  proved :  amongst 
other  instances,  we  were  oflen  excluded 
from  our  share  of  corn,  which  should  have 
been  divided  equally  in  the  regiment;  and 
as  for  foraging  with  him,  we  suffered  so 
much  by  bis  partiality  and  mismanage- 
ment, that  I  was  obliged  to  apply  to  the 
general  to  allow  me  to  forage  my  own 
squadron  separately  ;  and  which,  in  fact, 
was  relieving  him  from  the  trouble  and 
responsibility:  the  con^^equence  was,  that 
I  contrifed  to  have  three  or  fciur  days 
forage  in  hand,  when  he  had  none,  and 
that  was  the  occasion  of  this  Order  for  di- 
viding it.  Here,  again,  he, calls  upon  the 
officers  about  the  baggage ;  'and  it  always 
happened  that  these  reprimands  were 
issued  in  consequence,  or  upon  the  eve  of 
some  censure  against  himself;  for,  when- 
ever he  aniicipaied  any  thing  of  the  kind, 
he  immediately  whipt  in  a  regimental 
order  to  meet  it,  and  cover  himself  by 


throwing  the  blame  on  others:  for  ex- 
ample, this  Order  of  the  Ist  of  April, 
and  which  is  the  last  I  shall  trouble 
the  House  with,  as  it  was  in  coimc- 
quence  of  the  adjutant-generars  letter,  to 
which  date  the  Court  confined  the  charges. 
A  parade  is  here  ordered,  on  the  follow* 
ing  morning,  for  the  inspection  of  the  ge« 
neral,  when  the  said  letter  was  privately 
read  to  him :  in  this  Order  he  once  more 
calls  upon  the  officers  to  do  their  duty, 
leading  yon  to  suppose,  that  the  whole 
blame  rested  with  them;  and  yet,  though 
he  had  only  issued  this  Order  and  remon- 
strance over  night,  the  general  states,  that 
on  shewing  him  the  adjutant-general's 
letter  the  next  morning,  he  did  not  at- 
tempt to  vindicate  himself,  by  throwing 
any  blame  on  the  officers,  but  only  ex- 
pressed his  regret  at  what  had  happened. 
A  still  more  extraordinary  circumstance 
relates  to  the  Cavalry  Order  of  the  26th 
February  :  Colonel  Quentin  declares  in 
his  Defence,  that  it  was  never  kinud  to 
him  that  this  Order  was  applied  to  the  lOtb, 
as  stated  by  lord  Combermere  in  his  evi- 
dence, although  lord  Edward  told  the 
Court  that  he  particularly  spoke  to  colonel 
Quentin  upon  the  occasion;  and  yet,  in 
the  same  Defence,  colonel  Quentin  also 
declares,  that  on  the  very  day  this  Order 
was  issued,  but  previous  to  his  receipt  of 
ity  he  told  the  men  on  parade,  that  he 
would  apply  to  the  general  to  puniab  them 
in  the  very  manner  that  the  general  hioH 
self  had  already  determined  on :  and  here 
is  the  examination  of  the  serJeant-major  to 
this  point  by  colonel  Quentm  : 

"  Col.  Stuenim.  When  was  it  that  col 
Quentin  said  he  would  apply  that  the 
regiment  should  be  put  in  bivouac,  if  they 
continued  to  get  drunk  ?— Ou  ihe  26th  of 
February. 

''  Are  you  posUive  as  to  the  day  r^ 
think  1  am  positive  to  the  day ;  the.  next 
day  w»s  the  battle  of  Orthes. 

**  When  was  this  stated  with  reference 
to  the  Order  that  came  out  ?— The  Brigade 
Order,  I  think,  we  received  either  that 
night  or  the  next  morning. 

*'  Was  this  stated  by  colonel  Quentin 
previous  to,  or  after  the  Order  ? — Previous 
to  the  Order.'* 

Now,  can  it  be  true  that  col.  Quentin 
should  thus  have  anticipated  this  Order, 
if  it  is  true,  as  *he  states  in  his  Defence, 
that  he  was  not  conscious  at  the  tune  that 
any  parliiular  grounds  of  censure  at- 
tached to  the  regiment  ?  nor,  indeed,  does 
it  appear,  according  to  custotn,  that  any 
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regimental  order  was  issaed  about  this 
period.  But,  even  if  it  did  take  place,  it 
could  only  have  happened  from  his  hav- 
ing obtained  previous  notice  of  this  Order; 
and  then,  how  is  it  possible  that  no  one 
else  on  the  parade  should  recollect  this 
extraordinary  speech  of  his,  and  that  his 
only  evidence  to  the  fact  should  be  the 
serjeant-major  }  whose  memory  is  as  sin- 
gular  upon  this  occasion,  as  his  want  of  it 
is  upon  others ;  and  I  am  only  surprised 
be  should  have  recollected  any  thing  that 
did  not  suit  colonel  Qaentin's  case.  But 
I  must  not  omit  one  circumstance  which 
came  out  in  his  evidence,  which  I  men- 
tion as  an  instance  of  colonel  Quentin 
courting  the  popularity  of  the  men  at  the 
expense  of  the  officers.  One  of  the  men, 
on  beinff  taken  down  after  receiving  but  a 
part  of  his^  punishment,  and  that  for  an 
aggravated  offence,  cries  out,  "Thank  you, 
colonel  Quentin ;  damme,  you  are  a  gen- 
tleman! I'm  in  a  good  corps,  but  a  damned 
bad  troop."  I  leave  the  House  to 
judge  of  the  state  of  the  regiment, 
when  this  language  was  suffered  on  the 
parade,  in  presence  of  the  whole  of  the 
officers  and  men.  Nothing  can  be  more 
improper  in  a  commanding  officer  than 
remitting  the  punishment  of  the  men, 
without  reasons  to  justify  it.  It  is 
holding  up  the  officers,  who  compose  the 
Court-martial,  in  an  odious  light,  and 
gaining  favour  with  the  men  at  their  ex- 
pense. Another  instance  was  in  a  man 
named  Abbot,  who  had  been  pardoned 
a  most  flagrant  offence,  when  an  example 
to  deter  others  was  particularly  required. 
Colonel  Quentin  was  so  sensible  of  the 
weight  of  this  charge  in  the  prosecution, 
that,  with  the  help  of  the  serjeant-major, 
he  attempted  to  shew  that  the  man  was 
pardoned  on  account  of  ill  health ;  but  the 
evidence  proves  there  was  not  the  least 
foundation  for  the  assertion. 

I  regret  having  detained  the  House  so 
long,  and  will  sav  no  more  on  this  part  of 
the  subject;  and  having  now  gone  through 
the  Proceedings,  with  the  Opinion  and 
Sentence  of  the  Court,  and  their  subse- 
quent observations,  I  have  only  to  read 
and  observe  upon  the  terms  in  which  the 
Prince  Regent  has  approved  of  such  Pro- 
ceedings. [The  honourable  member 
here  read  the  approval  of  the  Sentence.*] 

*  *'  His  Royal  Highness  has  further 
been  pleased  to  consider,  that,  when  the 
officers  of  a  corps  prefer  accusations  af- 
fecting the  honour  and  professional  cha- 


With  respect  to  the  first  paragraph,  it  is 
for   those  who  have   read  or  heard  the 
Proceedings  to  judge  how  far  the  opinion 
of  the   officers,  with  respect  to  coloiiet 
Quentin's  courage  and  conduct  before  the 
enemy,  is    "  tuterfy  void  of  fonniaiim!* 
As  for  the  letter  of  the  officera,  ilrithont 
here  observing  upon  the  manner  in  which 
it    was   obtamed,    I    ask   of  the  right 
hon.  the  Judge  Advocate  General,  who  I 
suppose  was  the  adviser  of  the  Regent 
upon  this  occasion,  whether  officers  are 
to  be  justified  in  making  complainu  under 
any  circumstances ;  and  if  so,  what  other 
mode  he  would  have  recommended  ?    At 
inspections  of  regiments,  it  is  customary 
for  the  general  to  ask  the  soldiers  if  the^ 
have  any  complaints  to  make  against  thetr 
officers ;  and  are  the  officers  to  be  d^ied 
the  same  appeal  against  their  command- 
ing officer  ?    Objections  have  been  made 
to  their  acting  in  a  body  upon  this  occ»« 
sion ;  but,  looking  to  the  facts,  I  would  ask^ 
what  better  chance  two  or  three  indivi- 
duals would  have  stood  in  coming  forward  ? 
Then,  again,  it  was  said,  that  the  captains 
exclusively  should  have  taken  it  up ;   but 
that  was  impracticable.    The  eldest,  capt* 
de  Grammont,  was  abroad,  and  had  he  been 
at  home,  from  his  particular  obligations  to 
the  Regent,  he  could  not  have  stood  first  on 
the  list  against  col.  Quentin ;  the  next,  capt. 
Gordon, was  killed  at  Toulouse;  others  were 
similsrly  situated  as  captain  de  Grammont, 
with  respect  to  the  Regent ;  and,  in  fact, 
there  were  but  two  captains  oat  of  the 
whole  who  could  have  come  forward,  if  the 
appeal  had  not  been  general ;  and  where 
was  the  impropriety  ?     On  the  contrary, 
how  could  they  avoid  it  ?     Those  officers 
had  been  particularly  censured  for  signing 
the  letter,  who  had  not  been  abroad  at  the 
time;    but  was  not  every  officer  alike 
interested  in  the  honour  and  character  of 
his  regiment  ?  and  whether  he  bad  been 
abroad  at  the  time  or  not,  could  he,  consis- 
tently with  his  own  honour,  hear  his  com- 
manding officer  branded  as  a  coward,  not 
only  at  the  mess,  but  in  other  places  ?  For 
though  colonel  Quentin  had  denied  these 
reports,  and  had  represented  them  as  the 
echo  of  their  own  assertions,  the  fact  wai 
notorious,  and  his  conduct  had  no  where 
been  more  canvassed  (as  I  have  heard  from 
good  authority)  than  amongst  his  own 

racter  of  their  commander,  nothing  but 
the  most  conclusive  proof  of  their  charges 
before  a  court-martial  can  justify  a  pro« 
ceeding,  which  must  otherwise  be  so  pre g- 
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countrymen,  the  German  Legion,  at  Ipe- 
wicb.  ,The  utmost  tbat  the  officers  solicited 
in  their  intended  letter  to  the  Regent,  was 
an  inquiry  into  these  reports ;  they  made 

nant  with  mischief  to  the  discipline  of  the 
army ;  and  that  a  regard  due  to  the  sub- 
ordination of  the  service,  must  ever  attach 
a  severe  responsibility  to  subordinate  offi* 
cers,  who  become  the  accusers  of  their 
superior.  His  Royal  Highness,  therefore, 
could  not  but  regret  that  the  officers  of 
the  lX>ih  Hussara  should  have  been  so  nn« 
mindful  of  what  they  owe  to  the  first  prin- 
ciples of  their  profession,  as  to  assume  an 
opinion  of  their  commander's  personal 
conduct,  which  neither  their  general  ex- 
perience of  the  service,  nor  their  know- 
ledge of  the  alleged  facts  (as  appears 
from  their  own  evidence)  could  sanction 
cr  justify  ;  and  which  opinion  would  ap- 
pear, from  the  proceedings,  to  have  been 
utterly  void  of  foundation,  in  every  .in- 
stance of  implied  attack  or  insinuation 
upon  that  officer's  courage  and  conduct 
before  the  enemy,  as  conveyed  by  the 
tenor  of  the  second  and  third  Charges. 

''  In  allusion  to  the  Letter,  signed  by 
the  chief  part  of  the  officers,  and  in  which 
the  present  proceedings  originated,  the 
prince  Regent  has  specially  observed,  that, 
exclusive  of  the  doubt  which  may  be  en* 
tertained  of  their  capability  to  form  a 
judgment  so  much  beyond  the  scope  of 
their  experience  in  the  service,  it  was 
worthy  of  remark,  that  some  who  have 
affixed  their  names  to  that  paper,  had 
never  been  with  the  regiment  during  the 
period  in  question ;  and  others  had  never 
joined  any  military  body,  beyond  the 
depot  of  their  corps :  and  it  might  thus  be 
deduced^  that  although  the  officers  have 
manifested,  according  to  the  appropriate 
remark  of  the  Court-martial,  a  want  of 
co-operation  in  support  of  their  com- 
mander's authority,  yet  those  who  have 
assumed  a  personal  observance  of  colonel 
Qnentin's  conduct,  and  those  who,  though 
absent,  appear  to  have  acted  under  a  mis- 
chievous influence,  by  joiniqg  in  an  opi- 
nion to  his  prejudice,  have  all  co-operated 
in  a  compact  against  their  commanding 
officer,  fraught  with  evils  of  the  most  in- 
jurious tendency  to  the  discipline  of  the 
service :  nor  did  it  escape  the  notice  of 
his  Royal  Highness,  that  this  accusation 
has  not  been  the  momentary  offspring  of 
irritated  feelings,  but  the  deliberate  issue 
of  a  long  and  extraordinary  delay ;  for 
which  no  sufficient  reasons,  or  explanation, 
have  been  assigned. 


no  Charges  whatever  against  their  colonel ; 
and  it  was  only  in  obedience  to  the  com- 
mands of  the  Regent  to  bring  .forward 
Charges,  that  the  letter  of  colonel  Robarts, 


*'  In  this  view  of  the  case  (which  is  not 
palliated  by  the  very  slight  censure  passed 
on  colonel  Quentin,  upon  the  1st  Charge) 
his  Royal  Highness  has  considered  thai  a 
mark  of  his  displeasure  towards  those 
officers  is  essential  to  the  vital  interests  of 
the  army ;  and  that  the  nature  of  the 
combination  against  col.  Quentin  would 
call  for  the  removal  from  the  service  of 
those  who  have  joined  in  it':  but  as  bis 
Royal  Highness  would  willingly  be  guided 
by  a  lenient  disposition  towards  a  corps  of 
officers  who  have  hitherto  merited  his  ap- 
probation, and  would  willingly  believe 
that  inadoertency  in  some,  and  inexperience 
in  others,  had  left  them  unaware  of  the 
mischievous  tendency  of  their  conduct 
upon  this  occasion,  his  Royal  Highness  is 
averse  to  adopt  such  severe  measures  as 
the  custom  of  the  service  in  support  of  its 
discipline  usually  sanctions,  upon  the 
failure  of  charges  against  a  commanding 
officer.  Still  it  is  essential  that  conduct 
so  injurious  in  its  nature,  should  be  held 
forth  to  the  army  as  a  warning  in  support 
of  subordination ;  and  his  Royal  Highness 
has,  therefore,  commanded,  that  the  of- 
ficers who  signed  the  letter  of  the  9th  of 
August,  shall  no  longer  act  together  as  a 
corps,  but  that  they  shall  be  distributed 
by  exchange  throughout  the  different  regi^ 
ments  of  cavalry  m  the  service,  where  it 
is  trusted  that  they  will  learn  and  confine 
themselves  to  their  subordinate  duties,  until 
their  services  and  experience  shall  sanction 
their  being  placed  in  ranks  and  situations, 
where  thev  mav  be  allowed  to  judge  of 
the  general  and  higher  duties  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

«<  The  Prince  Regent  has  been  further 
pleased  to  observe,  that  though  colonel 
Palmer  did  not  sign  the  Letter  of  the  9tk 
of  August,  he  is  nevertheless,  by  his  de- 
clared sentiments  on  the  prosecution,  and 
his  general  concurrence  in  the  opinion  of 
the  officers,  to  be  considered  in  the  same 
light  as  if  he  had  put  his  name  to  that 
paper;  and  his  Roval  Highness  has  there* 
fore  commanded  that  he  shall  also  be  re* 
moved  to  another  corps.— >!  am#  &c. 

(Signed)  «'  FaxDCBTCK, 

^  Commander  in  Chief.'* 

'<  To  the  Adjatant-General, 
&c.  &c.  &c." 
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dated  the  2dlh  Aagast,  wai  written,  [the 
hon.  member  here  read  the  letter*].  Now, 


Tiiw 


*  "  hfighum  Barmckt,  Aug,  26. 

^  Sir  ;  in  consequence  of  your  Koyal 
Highnets't  commands,  through  colonel 
Palmer  to  the  officers,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  unhappy  feeling  that  exists  in  the 
regiment,  I  beg  lea?e  most  respectfully  to 
address  your  Royal  Highness  in  my  own 
■ame,  and  that  of  the  officers. 

'«  With  respect  to  the  bringing  forward 
charges  against  the  commanding  officer, 
we  can  assure  your  Royal  Highness,  that 
we  have  never  had  an  intention  of  the 
kind ;  nor  can  we  at  all  reconcile  ourselves 
to  the  idea  of  bringing  forward,  before  a 
general  Court*martia],  an  individual  who 
has  hitherto  been  so  distinguished  by 
your  Royal  Highnest*  favour  and  protec- 
tion ;  conceiving  that  nothing  could  jus- 
tify to  the  world  and  ourselves,  the  inde- 
licacy of  such  an  act.  Our  feelings,  in- 
dependent of  such  consideration,  are 
mdverse  to  a  measure  of  the  kind  ;  being 
actuated  by  no  personal  motives,  but 
solely  by  an  anxiety  to  preserve  the 
distinguished  character  of  your  Royal 
Higbness's  regiment,  which  we  conceive 
to  have  sofiered  most  materially  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Quentin,  in  its  late 
aervice  on  the  continent.  In  making  this 
declaration,  it  is  our  duty  to  lay  the  cir- 
cumstances before  your  Royal  Highness, 
who  will  best  judge  how  far  we  are  justi- 
fied in  the  feelings  we  possess. 

**  We  submit,  in  the  first  place,  to  your 
Royal  Highness,  an  extract  from  the 
adjutant-general's  letter  to  lord  Edward 
Somerset,  commanding  the  Hussar  brigade 
(which  we  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to 
inclose),  relative  to  your  Royal  Uigbness's 
regiment ;  and  we  appeal  to  the  candour 
of  your  Royal  Highness,  how  far  any  set 
of  officers,  anzions  for  the  character  and 
credit  of  their  corps,  and  without  the  pe- 
culiar feelings  by  which  we  are  actuated, 
can  respect  the  individual  who  has  involved 
them  in  snch  disgrace.  We  likewise  beg 
leave  roost  respectfully,  to  refer  your 
Royal  Highness  to  the  inclosed  General 
Orders  from  sir  Stapleton  Cotton,  then 
eooamanding  the  cavalry,  in  which  the 
eommanding  officer  is  again  alluded  to, 
and  the  whole  regiment  threatened  with 
the  disgrace  and  punishment  attending  bis 
misconduct.  We  are  further  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  stating  to  your  Royal  Highness, 
which  we  do  withfieelings  of  sincere  regret, 
that  report!  out  of  the  regiment,  and  the 

(VOL.  XXIX. ) 


Sir,  I  see  nothing  in  this  letter  that  has  not 
been  dictated  by  the  most  honourable  feeU 

general  opinion  of  the  officers,  are  so  in- 
jurious  to  the  personal  honour  of  colonel 
Quentin,  as  to  his  conduct  before  the 
enemy,  that  we  cannot,  consistent  with 
our  feelings,  refrain  from  stating  the  fact 
to  your  Koyal  Highness,  leaving  your 
Royal  Highness  to  adopt  such  measurea 
as  your  Koyal  Highness  may  conceive 
such  a  declaration,  on  our  part,  calls 
for;  and  should  your  Royal  High- 
ness demand  why  we  have  so  long  con* 
cealed  these  and  other  circumstances  from 

Sour  knowledge,  we  trust  your  Royal 
iighness  will  find  it  in  those  sentiments 
of  respect  and  delicacy  to  your  Royal 
Highness's  situation,  which  led  us  to  bear 
with  patience  the  misfortune  of  ours. 

''  The  mode  in  which  these  facts  are  to 
be  brought  forward,  we  most  dutifully  beg 
leave  to  request  your  Royal  Highness  to 
determine  :  we  have  stated  our  objection 
to  a  public  inquiry,  and  trust  your  Royal 
Highness  will  give  credit  to  our  motives; 
at  the  same  time,  if  your  Royal  Highnesa 
should  judge  it  expedient  to  deny  this 
indulgence  to  our  wishes,  we  are  ready  to 
obey  whatever  commands  your  Royal 
Highness  may  think  fit  to  give  us. 

"  Whatever  may  t>e  the  result  of  any 
proceeding  your  Royal  Highness  may 
think  proper  to  adopt,  we  beg  to  assure 
your  Royal  Highness  that  we  shall  ever 
remember,  with  feelings  of  pride  and  gra- 
titude, what  we  owe  to  your  Royal  High- 
ness as  our  colonel ;  and  we  can 'declare 
with  the  greatest  truth,  that  indeppndent 
of  the  distinguished  and  exclusive  honour 
we  have  hitherto  enjoyed  of  serving  im- 
mediately under  your  Royal  Highness, 
and  of  which  we  conceive  that  we  but 
shew  our  sense  by  our  zeal  in  the  dis- 
charge of  our  duties,  and  our  anxiety  for 
the  character  of  your  Royal  HighnVss'a 
regimenr;  we  have  ever  experienced 
from  your  Royal  Highness  that  most  gra- 
cious condescension  and  kindness,  and 
that  unremitting  attention  to  all  our  inte- 
rests and  wishes,  which  would  make  us 
feel  the  roost  ungrateful  of  human  beings, 
if  we  could  ever  forget  them. 
'  "  I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  with 
every  sentiment  of  duty  and  attachment, 
your  Royal  Highness's  most  devoted 
humble  servant,  "  G.  Robasts, 

"  IJeut.-CoI.  and  Maj   lOth.'' 

Addressed  to  his  Ruyal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent. 

(X) 
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ings  <m  the  part  of  the  oflScers;  and  I 
cannot  bat  consider  the  coininetits  upon 
their  conduct,  and  the  punitbment  which 
the  Prince  Regent  has  been  advised  to 
ioflict  upon  them,  at  moft  unjust. 

For  myself,  I  have  oo  complaint  to 
siake.  I  could  not  help  my  opinions,  nor, 
to  justice  to  my  brother  officers,  conceal 
them,  when  called  upon ;  and  it  was  upon 
ibis  ground  I  was  desired  to  prosecute,  not 
only  by  the  Comnaander  in  Chief,  but  the 
Prince  Begent  himself,  which  I  trust  will 
acquit  me  of  any  indelicacy  towards  his 
Royal  Highness.  I  am  sure  I  can  declare 
with  truth,  on  the  part  of  every  other 
officer,  at  well  as  my  own,  that  we  have 
been  actuated  by  no  other  motive  through- 
out, than  a  sense  of  duty  to  our  regiment 
and  the  service  ;  and  with  this  assurance  1 
ahall  submit  their  case  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House.  The  hon.  member  then 
noved,  **  That  an  Addrest  be  presented  to 
bis  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
praying  his  Royal  Highness  to  order  a 
Copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court- 
martial  upon  colonel  Qaentin  to  be  laid 
before  the  House/' 

Mr.  Maxmers  Suiton,  the  Judge  Advo* 
cate  General,  after  tuggesting  a  verbal 
alteration  in  the  motion,  proceeded  to  the 
general  question*  He  thoogbi  that  the 
House  had  exercised  at  least  an  unusual 
degree  of  patience  towards  the  hon.  gen* 
tleman.  During  his  address,  he  had  en- 
tirely misconceived  the  official  duties  of  a 
Judge  Advocate,  when  he  had  asserted 
that  he  had  recommended  the  dismissal  of 
the  prosecuting  officers.  With  that  deter- 
ninationhe  had  no  concern.  The  course 
pursued  by  the  hon.  gentleman  bad  been 
most  extraordinary.  The  motion  had  been 
poiitponed,  that  reasons  for  it  might  be 
produced ;  and  now,  what  were  those  rtsa- 
soBs  ?  It  seemed  as  if  the  hon.  mover  had 
considered  it  as  a  matter  of  course  that 
the  House  should  interpose,  that  the  pa- 
pers should  be  laid  on  the  table,  and 
afterwards  that  he  should  submit  some 
teotioo  upoa  it.  He  had  a  little  mistaken 
the  mode  of  proceeding.  The  first  quea- 
lion  was,  whether  the  House  had  any  right 
|o  exercise  a  judgment,  and  not  whether 
it  approved  or  disapproved  of  the  sentence 
of  the  Court-martial.  The  speech  had  not 
been  less  extraordinary  than  the  expec- 
tation. Whether  the  honesty  or  the  in- 
telligence  of  the  members  of  the  Court- 
iiurtial  was  to  be  attacked,  or  whether  it 
was  a  joint  assault  i^>on  both,  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  ascertain;  but  it  wu  quite  clear  that 


the  House  could  not  ventmre  to  decide,  be- 
cause they  had  heard  only  one-half  of  the 
case.  If  the  question  was  again  to  be 
tried,  it  would  be  fit  that  he  (Mr.  M. 
Sutton)  should  read  the  other  half  of  the 
proceedings.  Th^  publication  of  the  trtah 
which  most  persons  had  read,  relieved  him 
from  following  the  hon.  gentleman  througli 
the  greater  part  of  his  i^dress ;  botunlesa 
it  was  meant  to  impeach  the  integrity  of 
the  judges  appointed,  by  giving  full  credit 
to  the  ex  pane  statement  just  beard,  no 
ground  had  been  laid  for  acceding  to  tfao 
motion.  The  true  point  at  issue,  which 
well  deserved  to  be  weighed^  was,  whethec 
the  House  had  any  authority  to  ofltr  ao 
opinion,  or  to  gtre  decision.  Justice  to 
the  indiyidual  might  require  that  the 
^  whole  case  of  the  defendant  should  be  de- 
tailed— that  both  sides  might  be  heard; 
but  tbe  House  would  not,  upon  a  speech 
like  that  just  deli  vered»  consisting  princi* 
pally  of  the  reply  of  colonel  Palmer,  think 
fit  to  call  in  question  the  deliberate  sen** 
teoce  of  a  Court,  which  had  formed  ita 
judgment  after  having  all  the  benefit  oE 
hearing  that  reply,  with  the  additionai 
advantage  of  atteiKding  to  the  evidence 
adduced  in  contradiction. 

As  all  persons  could  now  satisfy  them- 
selves  by  means  of  the  printed  copies*  the 
Judge  Advocate  said,  he  would  not  enter 
into  the  question  further  than  was  nece»» 
sary  ;  not  to  justify,  because  a  justification 
was  not  required ;  not  to  defend,  for  no 
defence  could  be  wanted ;  but  to  explain 
the  grounds  on  which  the  Court-martial 
had  founded  its  dectsioo.  Of  the  First 
Charge,  which  comprised  three  points, 
the  Court  bad  declared  that  two  points 
were  not  proved,  and  that  one  only,  whiclt 
regarded  negligence  in  giving  orders  to 
the  men,  was  established.  Was  not  il 
enough  to  satisfy  the  House  to  tell  them, 
that  such  was  the  solemn  decision  of  the 
Court?  or,  if  atiy  further  confirmatiois 
were  necessary,  and  the  integrity  or  talenta 
of  the  members  of  the  court  were  doubted, 
he  begged  to  refer  the  hon.  gentleman  to 
the  names  of  the  members*  composed  en* 
tirely  of  general  officers,  to  many  of  whom 
the  Speaker  had  ofiten  had  the  satisfiBction 
of  expressing  the  gratitude  of  the  Ifoase 
for  eminent  ser? icea.  Nothing  was  more 
natural  than  that  the  prosecutor  should  be 
dissatisfied  with  the  sentence ;  and  the 
hon.  gentleman  did  not  form  an  excepttom 
to  the  general  rale,  that  the  prosecutor 
was  not  an  impartial  judge  in  his  own 
cuaw    It  was  net  singular  thai  the  opi« 
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sions  of  tho  Proaecotor  and  of  Ibe  Court 
•boald  be  diicordoDt.  Tbe  Second  Charge, 
if  Dol  direct,  oontaioed  strong  implied  ac- 
CQsetionf  of  a  want  of  personat  courage ; 
•od  it  had  been  endeavoured  to  be  etia- 
bbshed  in  eTidence»  that  when  the  regi- 
nuent  was  fired  opon,   colonel  Quentin 
reined  in  his  horse,  and  opened  the  ranks, 
thftt  be  might  get  into  tbe  rear  for  safely. 
The  Court  put  a  negative  upon  this  acco- 
aalion;  and  he  (the  Judge  Advocate)  hav- 
ing advised  the  Prince  Regent  to  confirm 
the  sentence,  was  so  far  responsible^  and 
was  ready  to  submit  to  the  consequences. 
Tbe  Third  Charge,  was  an  undisguised  as;- 
a#rtion  of  the  cowardice  of  col.  Quenlin— 
that,  immedialely  tbe  firing  began,  he  dis- 
appeared from  the  head  of  his  troops;  in 
ibort.  that  he  ran  away.    Now.  what  had 
liio  bott.  member  advanced  on  th'is  point  ? 
He  observed,  that  the  difference  betiveen 
die  evidence  in  support  of  the  accusation, 
and  what  was  admitted  by  col.  Quentin 
in  bis  defence,  was  extremely  minute: 
that  it  merely  amounted  to  this,  whether 
colonel  Quentin  was  on  the  spot,  a  law 
miontes  before,  or  a  few  minutes  after, 
captain  Fiiaclarence  was  wounded.    But. 
it  appeared,  from  the  evidence  adduced 
by  colonel  Qoentin  (whether  it  was  to  be 
credited  or  not  was  another  question),  that 
a  very  material  difference  existed  between 
the  two  statements.    It  was  given  in  evi* 
dence.  that  colonel  Qoeatin  was  on  the 
ground  at  the  moment  capt.  Fiiaclarence 
was  wounded ;  that  he  remained  there  for 
tome  time  after;  that  he  then  marched 
bia  squadron  into  the  rear,  where  they 
were  covered  by  the  regiment  of  tbe  dulce 
of  Brunswick-Oels.  and  that  he  then  re* 
tired.    When  the  hon.  member  referred 
to  the  evidence  of  lord  Edward  Somerset. 
be  should,  in  candour,  have  stated  that 
part  of  it.  in  which  his  lordship  declared 
that  he  had.  after  captain  Fitsclarence 
was  wounded,  dispatched  colonel  Quentin 
on  a  particular  service.  Whether  that  ser- 
▼ice  was  of  a  nature  sufficiently  important 
to  require  his  attention,  it  was  not  for  him 
to  determine.    He  had  received  his  orders 
from  a  major*general.  and  all  that  re* 
maioed  Ibr  htm  was.  to  obey  him. 

He  now  came  to  the  Fourth  Charge; 
and  he  agreed  perfectly  in  the  observation 
of  the  bon.  gentleman,  that,  at  the  time  to 
which  it  applied,  there  was  very  great 
laxity  in  tbe  discipline  of  the  regiment; 
and  he  was  equally  ready  to  admit, 
that,  when  the  lOtb  Hussars  were  com« 
nanded  by  colonel  Robaru,  their  good 


conduct  and  habits  of  subordination  were 
most  exemplary.    He  would    also  state 
a  fact  that  was  proved    on  the  Court- 
martial,  which  the  hon.  colonel  (Palmer) 
for  obvious  reasons,  had  not  noticed,  but 
in  the  truth  and   justice  of   which  he 
entirely  concurred,  that,  while  the  regi- 
ment was  under  hit  command,  it  was  in  a 
state  of  the  most  excellent  discipline.   He 
mentioned  all  this  to  shew,  that  the  infe- 
rence drawn  by  the  Court-martial,  on  this 
Charge,    was  correct.    Because,  if  the 
regiment,  under  the  two  last*mentioned 
officers,  appeared  in  a  very  high  state  of 
discipline,  and.  under  the  command  oF 
colonel  Quentin.  presented  a  very  different 
aspect,  the  evident  deduction  was.  that 
bis  system  was  an   improper  one.    But 
what  was  the  answer  to  this  ?   That  the  ill 
state  of  discipline  which  prevailed  in  the 
regiment  was  known  to  the  doke  of  Wel« 
lington.  who  applied  to  it  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  a  remedy ;    after  which,  it 
became  as  strict  and  regular  as  it  ever  had 
been.    The  hon.  colonel  said,  that  this 
improved  state  of  discipline  arose  from 
the  exertions  of  lord  Edward  Somerset. 
This  might  or  might  not  be  tbe  fact ;    it 
formed  no  part  of  the   question.    The 
point  to  be  considered  was.  whether  the 
punishment  inflicted  on  colonel  Quentin 
was  commensurate  with  the  offence  ?  The 
doke  of  Wellington  conceived  it  to  be 
sufficient;  and  the  members  of  the  Court- 
martial,  persons  who  were  the  most  com* 
peteht  to  judge,  coincided  in  that  opinion. 
Indeed,  it  appeared  to  be  so  considered  by 
the  officers  of  the  regiment  themselves. 
If  they  thought  that  the  reprimand  of  ihe 
duke  of  Wellington  was  too  lenient  a  visi« 
tation.  it  was'  very  wonderful  that  they  did 
not  make  any  charge,  or  offer  any  repre- 
sentation on  the  subject.    Lord  Comber- 
mere  bad  said.  that,  had  not  peace  arrived, 
be  should,  however,  have  deemed  it  fit  to 
take  serious  notice  of  the  continued  inat* 
tention  of  colonel  Quentin;  and  it  was  very 
singular,  that   the  very  cause  that  had 
induced  lord  Combermere  to  forego  hie 
charges,  had  induced  the  prosecutors  to 
commence  their  proceeding*     On  the  first 
Charse.  colonel  Quentin  had  been  partly 
found  guilty,  and  was  sentenced  to  be  re* 
primanded  ;  the  second  and  third  Charges, 
which  affected  hia  personal  honour,  were 
wholly  negatived ;     and.  on  tlie  fourth 
Charae.  he* was  in  part  found  guilty;  but 
the  Court-martial  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  offisnce  which  constituted  iu  subject- 
matter,    bad    been   already   sufficiently 
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punished.  The  sentence  of  the  Court 
concluded  by  adverting  to  *'  the  want  of 
co-operatjon  among  the  officers  of  the 
regiment,  which  readered  the  duties  of 
their  commander  much  more  arduous  than 
they  otherwise  would  have  been/'  What 
were  the  precise  grounds  which  influenced 
the  members  to  arrive  at  this  conclusion, 
the  House  could  not  expect  him  to  state ; 
but  he  thought  a  sufficient  foundation  for 
their  opinion  was  to  be  met  with  in  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  colonel.  In  the  first 
place,  he  would  refer  them  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Morrison,  which  the  hon.  colonel  had 
laboured  very  unsuccessfully  to  explain 
away.  He  admitted,  that  when  colonel 
Quentin  joined  the  regiment,  be  did  not 
lay  before  him  Mr.  Morrison's  statement, 
at  the  same  time  conceding*  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  acting  commanding  officer 
to  report  to  his  superior  every  thing  that 
had  occurred  in  his  absence;  and  the 
reason  lie  assigned  for  this  omission  was, 
becau.se  he  and  colonel  Quentin  were  not 
on  speaking  terms.  He  meant  not  this  as 
an  accusation;  but  it  was  here  evident, 
from  the  hon.  colonel's  statement,  that  a 
want  of  co-operation  did  exist  amongst  the 
officers  of  the  regiment ;  and,  if  the 
House  called  for  further  proof,  it  was  to  be 
found  in  the  observations  of  the  hon. 
colonel  on  the  General  Orders  issued  by  his 
commander.  He  would  also  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  a  particular  cir- 
cumstance which  was  disclosed  in  the 
evidence  of  the  Court-martial,  and,  if  be 
recollected  rightly,  in  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion put  by  the  hon.  colonel.  Many 
officers,  in  the  course  of  their  examination, 
were  asked,  whether  they  received  sop- 
port  from  colonel  Quentin  in  their  efforts 
to  restore  the  discipline  of  the  regiment  ? 
The  answer  was  uniformly, '  certainly  not.* 
The  hon.  colonel  demanded  of  one  of 
these  officers,  whose  company  was  in  a 
Mate  of  shameful  insubordination,  whe- 
ther he  stated  to  colonel  Quentin  all  the 
cases  of  ill  conduct  which  had  come  under 
his  observation.  *'  No,"  said  he,  'M  did 
not."  And  being  asked,  why  he  had 
neglected  to  do  so  ?  he  answered,  '^  that 
he  thought  it  would  have  been  useless — he 
had  anticipated  the  course  which  colonel 
Quentin  would  have  pursued."  Now,  this 
might  be  a  very  good  reason  for  not  re- 
porting cases  of  insubordination;  but  it 
proved,  beyond  a  doubt,  the  want  of  co- 
operation. The  Prince  Regent,  imme- 
diately after  the  Court-martial,  was  ad* 
dressed  to  approve  and  confirm  the  finding. 


and  the  business  ended  with  the  removal 
of  the  different  officers.  Now,  he  would 
ask  any  gentleman  to  put  this  question 
fairly  to  himself,  whether,  under  all  the 
circumstances  which  bad  been  stated, 
colonel  Quentin,  and  those  officers  who 
entertained  so  mean  an  opinion  of  hin, 
could,  beneficially  for  the  service,  remain 
in  the  same  regiment  I  From  the  temper 
which  was  displayed  around  him,  he 
would  assume  the  negative  to  the  queAion; 
and  then  it  came  to  be  decided,  which  of 
the  parties  ought  to  be  removed-— whether 
the  commanding  officer,  against  whom 
four  charges  were  brought,  on  two  of 
which,  affecting  his  personal  honour,  he 
was  acquitted — or  those  persons  who  had 
failed  in  proving  their  case  ?  He  believed, 
no  instance  was  to  be  found  in  which, 
junior  officers,  having  brought  forward 
charges  against  their  superiors,  which  thejr 
had  failed  to  prove,  were  not  dismissed 
altogether  from  the  service.  In  the  pre« 
sent  instance,  he  contended,  great  lonit^f 
bad  been  shewn,  since  the  officers  were 
only  removed  into  other  regiments* 

U  had  been  doubted  by  some  persons, 
whether,  since  the  charges  had  been  par- 
tially proved,  the  subsequent  censure  on 
the  prosecutors  were  proper;  but,  since 
the  granting  of  court-martials  was  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  by  weighty 
charges  which  were  unfounded  being  pre- 
ferred, his  Majesty  might  be  induced  to 
grant  a  court-martial,  which,  on  charges 
of  inferior  consequence,  he  might  be  ad- 
vised  to  refuse,  there  was  a  case  which 
he  should  quote,  and  which  was  directly 
in  point,  and  it  would  not  be  quoting  him- 
self, since  it  had  occurred  long  before  he 
was  appointed  to  the  office.  The  case 
was  contained  in  a  letter  from  sir  Charles 
Morgan  to  the  duke  of  York,  containing 
the  pleasure  of  bis  Majesty  on  the  sen« 
tence  of  a  court-martial,  held  at  Newport 
in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  on  lieutenant-colonel 
Ross.  The  letter  slaud,  that  it  was  the 
pleasure  of  his  Majesty  to  confirm  the 
sentence  of  the  court,  by  which  colonel 
Ross  was  found  guilty  on  the  first  charge^ 
and  ordered  to  be  reprimanded,  by  the 

f promulgation  of  the  reprimand  in  a  pub- 
ic order,  for  having  employed  two  per- 
sons as  his  servants,  inrho  were  rated  and 
paid  as  corporals ;  his  Majesty  also  agreed 
with  the  opinion  of  the  court  in  its  stric- 
tures on  the  conduct  of  the  prosecutors  ; 
and  on  this  occasion  bis  Majesty  recol- 
lected with  displeasure  the  condect  of 
colonel  Rqh  himself,  on  a  former  occa^ 
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mon,  in  preferring  onfoooded  charges 
against  major  Otiley«  and  took  occasion 
to  obserye*  that  the  preferring  accusations 
which  could  not  be  maintained,  was  not 
only  inconvenient  and  injurious  to  the 
service*  but  disgraceful  to  the  officers  who 
brought  them  forward.  The  Commander 
in  Chief  was  directed  to  inform  the  of- 
ficers engaged  in  the  prosecution*  that 
his  Majesty  had  no  further  occasion  for 
their  services;  and  since  it  was  expedient 
for  the  purpose  of  preserving  harmony  in 
the  85th  regiment»that  colonel  Ross  should 
not  continue  to  serve  there*  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  was  directed  to  inform 
him*  that  it  was  his  Majesty's  pleasuse 
that  he  should  retire  from  that  regiment, 
but  that  he  should  be  at  liberty  to  sell 
his  commission*  he  having  purchased  the 
same.  The  reason  why  colonel  Roes  was 
dismissed  was  obvious*  from  the  mention 
which  was  made  in  the  early  part  of  the 
letter  of  the  charges  formerly  preferred 
against  major  Ottley. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  pro- 
ceeded to  observe*  that  he  had  stated  the 
reasons  why  the  officers  could  not  remain 
together  with  the  colonel  in  the  same  regi- 
ment; and  he  had  produced  a  case  in  which 
officers*  who  had  partially  proved  the 
charges  they  had  preferred*  had  been  dis- 
missed from  the  service.  That  the  case* 
therefore,  was  not  severe  on  the  officers 
of  the  lOth,  was  evident*  however  honour- 
able their  feelings  might  have  been*  and 
though  they  were,  no  doubt*  sincere  in 
their  expression  of  their  feelings  on  the 
occasion*  however  wrong  they  were  in 
the  mode  they  had  taken  of  manifesting 
them.  Those  who  were  not  connected 
with  the  case  would  not  think  that  the 
officers  had  been  injured*  but  rather  re- 
lieved from  an  unpleasant  situation.  It 
bad  been  said  by  the  hon.  gentleman* 
why  were  all  the  officers  to  suffisr*  since 
all  were  obliged  to  sign  the  letter;  be- 
cause* if  one  or  two  only  had  come  for- 
ward* they  would  have  been  dismissed  the 
service }  He  begged  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man would  not  cast  any  such  imputation* 
without  proof*  on  the  military  advisers  of 
the  Prince  Regent;  for  he  could  assure 
the  hon.  gentleman*  that  whether  the 
officers  had  been  one  or  thirty*  the  result 
would  have  been  precisely  the  same.  It 
had  been  also  said*  why  dismiH  the  of- 
ficers from  the  regiment  merely  for  writ- 
ing a  letter  ?--that  they  had  not  wished 
for  a  coort-martial.  The  case  was*  as  the 
officers  had  truly  stated  in  their  letter* 


that  they  would  not  take  on  themselves  to 
judge  what  course  was  proper  to  be  pur* 
sued.  For  what  could  the  officers  have 
wiified*  but  for  a  court-martial?  They 
were  not  the  involuntary  accusers  of  co- 
lonel Quentin*  and  would  naturally  be 
callM  on  to  substantiate  what  they  had 
set  forth  in  the  loose  charges  contained  in 
the  letter  in  question.  It  had  been  asked, 
if  the  officers  were  not  to  complain  in  this 
way*  were  there  no  complainu  at  all  to 
t>e  made  against  a  commanding  officer? 
•But  if  the  hon.  gentleman  had  asked  his 
opinion*  though  certainly  he  was  not  so 
conversant  with  matters  of  military  disci* 
pline  as  the  hon.  gentleman*  he  should 
nave  thought  the  proper  course  to  have 
pursued  would  have  been  to  have  returned 
the  letter  to  the  officers*  and  desired  them 
to  reduce  it  to  specific  charges*  which  he 
should  have  forwarded*  and  not  carried 
himself  to  the  Commander  in  Chief.  It 
had  been  said*  that  the  letter  in  question 
was  not  ultimately  intended  to  have  been 
brought  forward*  but  that  colonel  Quentin 
got  possession  of  it*  by  improperly  making 
use  of  the  name  of  the  Prince  Regent. 
Whether  or  not  this  were  the  case*  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  perfectly 
superfluous  in  colonel  Quentin  to  make  use 
of  the  name  of  his  Ro^al  Highness*  be- 
cause he  was  justified  in  calling  for  thai 
letter,  or  of  making  it  matter  of  charge 
against  the  officers*  that  they  had  signed 
it.  Was  It  to  be  borne  that  one  lieutenant- 
colonel  was  to  tell  the  other  that  he  had  a 
letter  in  his  pocket*  signed  by  the  officers 
of  the  regiment*  containing  charges  against 
his  character  and  honour*  and  that  yet  he 
was  not  entitled  to  require  that  it  should 
be  produced  ?  Thus*  whether  he  had  done 
right  in  form*  in  substance  he  had  not 
done  wrong. 

The  hon.  gentleman*  in  talking  of  the 
fourth  Charge*  had  brought  a  variety  of 
accusations  against  colonel  doentin*  and 
he  was  surprised  to  hear  that  the  in- 
stances in  which  colonel  Quentin  had 
shown  his  lenity*  by  remitting  the  sentences 
of  men  who  had  been  brought  to  the 
halbert*  were  hailed  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  as  facts  to  his  pre- 
judice. It  seemed  that  he  (Mr.  M.  Sutton) 
had  changed  sides  with  those  hon.  gen- 
tlemen. When  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
commented  with  so  much  acrimony  on 
colonel  Quentin  for  his  conduct  as  an 
officer*  was  he  aware  that  his  own  course 
was  contrary  to  the  regulations  of  the 
army  ?— [Mr.  M.  Sutton  here  read  an 
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order  of  sir  James  Craig,  inoed  at  Qaebec, 
and  which  had  been  adopted  into  the 
General  Orders  issued  from  the  Horse 
Guards,  condemning,  in  strong  terms,  a 
meeting  of  the  Serjeants  of  a  regiment  of 
fusileers  in  Canada,  who  had  passed  a  vote 
of  thanks  and  approbation  to  the  adjutant 
who  had  been  removed  into  another  regi- 
vient.  The  order  stated,  that  though  sir 
James  Craig  did  justice  to  the  good  in- 
tention of  the  seijeants,  he  could  pot  but 
disapprove  their  presuming  to  meet  to  de- 
liberate on  the  conduct  of  a  superior  officer. 
He  also  condemned  the  conduct  of  the 
conuananding  officer  who  had  approved  the 
meeting.  The  General  Order,  in  adopting 
the  eeiui  meats  of  this  distiogoished  officer^ 
remarked,  that ''  the  circumstance  of  any 
class  of  military  persons  assembling  to  de* 
libera^  on  the  conduct  of  their  superior 
officer,  was  an  assumption  of  that  authority 
which  belonged  to  the  King  alone,  or  to 
the  persons  entrusted  by  them  with  the 
command :  such  conduct  was  equally 
culpable  in  all  ranks/']  He  should  not 
have  blamed  the  transmission  of  the  letter, 
but  the  manner  in  which  it  bad  been 
transmitted.  The  feeling  among  the  ofi* 
cers  seemed  to  have  been  a  wish  that  an 
investigation  should  take  place ;  but,  by 
signing  the  letter,  they  became  accusers* 
Some  of  those  who  signed  that  letter  must 
have  been  misled,  since  there  were  some 
of  the  officers  who  signed  had  not  been  in 
the  Peninsula,  stated  in  the  charges,  or  at 
all.  These  officers,  no  doubt,  only  meant 
that  there  were  some  charges  which  they 
wished  should  be  cleared  up;  and  he  would 
not  bind  them  down  to  the  technical  rule, 
that  they  meant  to  say  that  they  could 
maintain  char|^es  against  colonel  Quentin, 
without  knowing  any  thing  about  the 
matter;  but  the  conduct  of  the  Horse 
Guards,  if  notice  had  not  been  taken  of  such 
a  proceeding*  would  not  have  been  de- 
fensible. 

He  should  state  shortly  the  grounds  on 
which  he  rested  his  opposition  to  the  pro- 
doction  of  the  proceedings.  He  did  not 
refuse  his  concurrence  on  account  of  any 
apprehension  of  .future  discussions:  he 
was  prepared  to  justify  every  part  of  those 
proceedings,  both  previously  and  sub- 
sequently to  the  sentence.  But  the  ques* 
tion  of  the  propriety  of  calling  for  the 
sentence  of  court-martials*  was  one  of 
great  importance;  That  it  was  within 
the  power  of  the  House  to  take  notice  of 
any  illegal  sentence,  he  would  not  deny ; 
but  to  call  for  the  proceedings  on  any 


Court-martial,  without  the  most  pressing 
necessity,  would  be  most  inconvenient  to 
the  public  service.  In  the  case  where  a 
Court-martial  had  voted  thanks,  as  in  the 
case  of  lord  Gambier,  or  taken  other  steps 
not  supposed  to  be  within  their  province* 
the  proceedings  mi|;ht  with  propriety  be 
called  for ;  but  if,  in  the  case  before  the 
House,  the  proceedings  were  granted,  they 
could  never  be  refused;  and  the  House 
would  be  converted  into  a  court  of  appeal. 
Whatever  the  decision  of  the  House  wast 
he  should  bow  to  it ;  but  he  would  con- 
fidently say,  that  if  the  motion  was  car- 
ried, the  House  would  have  done  more,  by 
that  one  step,  to  undermine  and  destroy 
the  best  interests  of  the  military  seryice, 
than,  they  had  done  by  all  the  measures 
which  they  had  been  taking  year  after 
year  to  promote  them.  For  the  reaaont 
be  bad  stated,  he  should  oppose  the  pri^ 
duction  of  the  papers  callea  for. 

Mr.  Tiern^  said,  the  House  would  noi 
be  surprised  that  he  should  take  the  first 
opportunity  to  state  his  sentiments  on  the 
motion.  He  was  quite  aware  of  the 
delicacy  which  should/  be  observed  in  in- 
terfering with  the  decision  of  any  court* 
whether  military  or  civil,  and  he  should 
never  support  a  motion  for  the  productioa 
of  the  proceedings!  but  on  some  good  par- 
liamentary reason.  But  there  was  no  case 
in  which  the  proceedings  were  more 
urgently  called  for  than  on  the  present 
occasion  ;  for,  if  the  present  motion  were 
not  agreed  to,  it  would  be  at  least  necessary, 
when  the  next  Mutiny  Bill  was  introduced* 
to  insert  some  clause  to  prevent  officers* 
who  preferred  charges,  when  they  failed 
in  substantiating  them  to  their  full  extent* 
from  being  indiscriminately  censored  and 
severely  punished,  without  an  opportunity 
of  being  beard  in  their  defence.  It  could 
not  be  denied,  but  that  by  the  law  as  at 
present  administered,  if  any  officers  at* 
ucked  another  who  was  a  favourite,  they 
would,  without  an  opportunity  of  defence* 
or  of  showing  who  were  more  i^uilty  or 
leas  guilty,  be  subjected  to  severe  punish- 
ment. Thus  it  was  that  six  and  twenty 
gentlemen  of  the  first  character  in  the 
country  bad  been  punished.  The  severe 
punishment  inflicted  on  these  officers  not 
only  applied  to  the  captains  or  subalterns* 
but  to^he  gallant  colonel  who  had  brought 
forward  the  motion,  and  whose  condecl, 
by  common  consent,  during  the  whole  of 
the  trial,  had  been  admitted  to  have  beea 
exemplary*  and  who  bad  been  compli- 
mented on  every  occasion  by  the  Presi- 
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4eBl  (general  Vyse)*;'  and  ako  to  bit  own 
near  and  dear  relalive  (colonel  Robartt), 
under  whose  command  the  regiment  was 
admitted  to  have  been  in  a  state  of  disci- 
pline which  was  the  admiration  of  the 
whole  mrmy,  and  who  for  the  gallantry 
and  good  conduct  of  the  regiment  nnder 
bis  aotpices,  while  sobject  to  the  inspee- 
tion  of  the  duke  of  Wellington,  had  been 
raised  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel 
firom  the  station  of  major.    Yet  they  were 
tnbject  to  one  sweeping  censore ;  because 
the  person  they  had  accused  wasa  faTonrite ! 
The  censure,  too,  fel(  unequally.    The 
junior  officers,  in  point  of  rank,  would  not 
suffer  by  the  removal ;  but  not  so  with 
the  senior  captains— >they  would  become 
jnniors  in  the  regiments  to  which  they 
were  transferred.    There  was  one  officer, 
whom  he  would  not  name,  but  who  was 
well  known,  and  much  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew    him,    who  had  been  twice 
wounded  in  the  10th,  and  had  been  work- 
ing his  way  up  for  18  years,  till  he  had 
become  the  senior  captain.     He  now  was 
to  be  placed  in  another  regiment  as  a  ju- 
nior captain,  there  to  learn,  forsooth,  what 
the  duties  of  an  officer  were !    Such  had 
been  the  situation  of  these  gentlemen,  that, 
when  they  sopposed  that  they  wore  trying 
colonel  Qventin,  thetr  own  trial  was  going 
on;    with   this    difference,    that  colonel 
Quentin    had    an    opportunity    to    de- 
lend  himself,  and  to  bring  evidence  to 
repel  definite  charges,  while  the  accusa- 
tions against  them,  of  which  they  were 
ignorant,  were  to  be  found  only  in  the 
records  of  the  Horse  Goarde.     As  to  the 
Ingh  rank  of  these  gentlemen  he  would 
•ay  nothing ;    the  conduct  towards  them 
flfaooid  not  have  been  infhienced  by  that 
consideraHon ;    but  yet  they  should  reco^- 
leci  bow  great  an  interest  the  country  had 
to  encourage  military  ardour  in  persons  ol 
rank ;  and  if  there  was  oneregiment  in  the 
aervice,  the  punishment  of  which  would 
damp  such  an  ardour,  it  was  the  10th. 
Yet  its  officers  had  been,  disgraced,  and 
several  of  them  sent  to  regiments  in  the 
East  Indies-^a  species  of  transportation, 
because  they  failed   in  two  out  of  four 
charges.    He  did  not  question  the  inte- 
grity of  the  Courtmartial,  yet  being  in 
ooe  respect  on  a  par  with  them,  having 
heard  as  well  ae  redd  all  tile  proceedings 
on  the  trials-bating  attended  the  Court 
from  day  to  day,  his  judgment  on  the  case 
was  very,  very  different  from  theirs.  Bat, 
even  by  the  Court-martial,  colonel  Qeentin 
had  been  found  guilty  of  having  left  the 


foraging  party  without  ordeiv.  This  chirgo 
had  been  lightly  treated;  but  be  couM  not 
Gonoeive  a  greater  crime  than  the  ha^ng 
wantonly  exposed  the  men  entruated  to 
him  to  a  danger,  from  which  it  was  ratlmr 
by  good  fertone  than  fbom  any  other 
cause  that  tbey  escaped.    On  the  second 
and  third  Charges  colonel  Quentin  had 
been  found  not  guilty ;  but  there  wan  a  M^ 
forence,  he  presumed,  between  being  foend 
not  guilty,and  being  honourably  acquittod^ 
As  to  the  fourth  Charge,  he  did  not  see  why 
the  prosecutors  were  allowed  to  gothrougn 
ft,  since  it  appeared,  that  by  no  possibility 
could  the  proving  it  to  the  fullest  amount 
have  any  effect.    On  the  kUter  part  of  the 
sentence,  which  tamented  the  want  of 
co-operation,  he  could  only  say,  that  the 
impression  which  remained  on  his  AHid 
tras,  that  there  was  not  a  tittle  of  evidenco 
to  that  eAct;  arid,  indeed,  in  the  sen* 
tence  it  was  mentioned,  not  as  a  subject  of 
charge  against  the  officers,  bnt  of  mitiga- 
tion  towards  colonel  Chientin,  a*  sooro 
excuse  for  his  negligence.  » By  the  report 
of  the  Court-martial  there  was  not  one 
pliable  of  accusation  againtt  the  officers. 
Here  then  the  caae  was  different  fK>n  that 
of  the  B5%b,  which  had  been  quoted  by  the 
Judge  Advocate* General.    In  that  case, 
there  was  not  only  a  failure  In  snbstan* 
tiating  the  Charge,  bnt  a  distinct  report 
fVom  the  Court,  of  positive  misconduct  in 
the  accusers.    Did  this  make  no  diiR^rence 
between  the  two  cases  ?  The  ofBcevtf  were 
in  that  case  reraovetf,  because  they  cod14 
not  carry  on  the  business  of  the  reeiment 
together.    Such,  a  proceeding  was  for  the 
good  of  the  service.    But  here  was  a  regi- 
ment commanded  by  a  colonel,  who  had 
been  plainly  stated  to  be  not  fit  to  com* 
mand  any  regiment-^lot  by  this  or  that 
officer,  but  by  a  general,  who,  for  th^ 
abilities  which  ho  had  displayed  in  th« 
command  of  the  cavalry,  had  recently 
been  elevated  t<»  the  peerage.    This  same 
general  had  bestowed  the  warmest  eafo^ 
giams  on  the  officers,  as  most  zealoua  and 
active.      As  to  the  men,  according  to  the 
ev]dence>  tbey  all  deserved  a  g^eat  dealof 
punishment.    There  was  neTer  a  regrmenl 
so  disgraced  by  breaches  of  discipline  ol 
all  kinds..    Now,  for  the  good  of  theser- 
vice,  the  Prince  Regent's  advisers  had  left 
the  colonel,  who  was  not  fit  to  cbmmabd 
any  regiment,  to  command  this  motinoua 
set  of  men,  and  dispersed  the  able  and* 
zealous  officers  to  other  regiments.    If  1^ 
was  their  wish  to  hold  up  an-  eye-sOre  to 
the  service,  tbey  could  not  have  takew 
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der  which  had  been  quoted  by  the  Judge 
Advocate,  stated,  that  the  men  had  do 
right  to  pass  a  jadgment  on  their  com- 
Bianding  officer.  Yet  the  men  of  the  10th, 
it  seemed^  might  sit  in  jadgment,  so  they 
approved  of  a  favourite.  The  barracks, 
he  understood,  were  illuminated  in  conse- 
quence of  the  event  of  the  trial ;  and  at 
present,  if  he  was  rightly  informed,  a 
paper  was  handing  about  among  the  men 
to  vote  a  sword  to  colonel  Qroentin.  Such 
was  the  result  of  the  Court-martial !  There 
was  a  most  mutinous  regiment,  with  a 
colonel  not  fit  to  command  any  men! 
Kow,  out  of  doors,  where  men  had  only 
common  sense  to  go  by,  they  most  needs 
think  there  was  something  kept  in  the 
back  ground.  Military  men  might  quote 
this  or  that  order,  or  screw  out  a  precedent 
to  ease  their  minds;  but,  in  the  country  at 
large,  there  was  but  one  feeling  as  to  what 
had  been  done  to  these  gentlemen.  Then, 
lie  would  say,  satisfy  the  public.  There 
was  not  a  trace  on  the  proceedings  for 
what  crime  it  was  that  these  gallant  men 
were  punished.  The  cause  was,  he  under- 
stood, in  some  General  Order,  in  which 
officers  were  rendered  punishable  for 
failing  in  charges  brought  against  their 
commanding  officers,  [Mr.  M.  Sutton 
here  steted  that,  there  was  no  order  on  the 
subject,  bat  that  it  had  been  the  immemo- 
rial practice  that  officers  were  responsible 
for  the  charges  they  preferred.}  Mr, 
Tierney  proceeded. — The  crime  of  pre- 
ferring an  accusation  must  have  consisted 
in  its  being  preferred  against  the  com- 
manding officer.  The  10th  regiment  had 
had  the'  advantege  of  the  personal  com- 
mand of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which  com- 
mand, somewhat  to  their  inconvenience, 
be  had  continued  since  he  had  become 
Regent;  it  was  to  him,  as  their  com- 
mander, that  the  officers  had  applied. 
Much  had  been  said  of  the  letter  written 
on  the  occasion.  He  would  read  it,  that 
the  House  might  see  whether,  even  if  it 
were  contrary  to  the  Orders  of  the  Horse 
Guards,  it  was  at  all  heated  or  inflamma- 
tory.—Mr.  Tierney  here  read  the  follow- 
ing Letter  from  the  officers  te  the  Prince 
Begent : 

AtiguMtd]  leu. 

^  Sir ;    It  is  with  the  most  sincere  re- 

Set,  that  we,  the  officers  of  your  Royal 
ighness's  regiment,  feel  called  on,  as  a 
duty  we  owe  to  your  Royal  Highness,  as 
our  colonel>and  to  ourselves,  to  endeavour 
to  remove  any  impressions  to  our  preju- 


versions  of  the  duke  of  Wellington,  and 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry,  in 
regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  regiment, 
may  leavein  your  Royal  Higbness's  mind, 
with  respect  to  our  conduct  in  the  execu- 
tion of  our  respective  duties,  during  the 
period  of  our  services  on  the  continent,  if 
the  circumstances  should  hereafter  come 
to  your  Royal  Highness's  knowledge. 

"  We  can,  with  confidence,  assure  your 
Royal  Highness,  that  we  have  endeavoured, 
by  every  exertion  in  our  power,  to  main- 
tain the  discipline  and  credit  of  a  regiment 
so  distinguished  by  your  Royal  Higfaness'sf 
favour  and  protection. 

''  So  peculiarly  situated  as  we  feel  our- 
selves, we  trust  that  your  Royal  Hi^^hneas 
will  be  induced  to  view  with  your  Royal 
Highness's  usual  kind  consideration,  the 
motive  which  makes  us  feel  it  our  impe* 
rions  duty  to  notice  with  the  most  poignant 
and  heartfelt  regret,  reports  most  gene- 
rally circulated,  to  the*  prejudice  of  the 
military  character  of  col.  Quentin,  and 
which  are  so  unhappily  calculated  tothrovr 
discredit  on  the  regiment. 

"  Deeply  as  we  must  regret  being  com- 
pelled to  appeal  to  your  Royal  Highness 
on  a  subject  so  delicate,  we  hope  and  trust 
that  our  critical  situation  will  acquit  us  of 
any  sinister  motive. 

"  The  fear  that  a  knowledge  of  these 
circumstances  might  eventually  reach 
your  Royal  Highness  fi^in  other  quarters, 
(which  would»  consequently,  place  us  in 
a  situation  to  merit  reprehension),  has 
obliged  us  to  lay  them  before  your  Royal 
Highness.  Trusting  our  intention  will  be 
seen  in  the  proper  light,  and  impelled  by 
these  feelings,  which  originate  solely  in 
the  wish  to  maintain  the  distinguished 
character  and  credit  of  your  Royal  High- 
nesses regiment ;  we  remain,  with  every 
sentiment  of  attachment  and  respect,  your 
Royal  Highness's  most  obedient,  and  most 
devoted  humble  servants, 
Worcester,  lieut.  6.  J.  Robarts,  major 
C.  Eversfield,  lieut.  and  lieut.  col. 
H.  Somerset,  lieut.  J.  R.  Lewes  Lloyd, 
G.  Wombwell,  It.  capt. 

C.  Wyndham,  lieut.    B.  Harding,  capt 
Horace  Seymour,  It.    S.  H.  Stuarti  capt 
H.  Filz  Clarence,  It.    G.FitzClarence,cap. 
A.  F.  Berkely,  lieut    J.  Smith,  capt. 
L  H.  Powell,  lieut      E.PageTorner,capt. 
I.  Jackson,  lieut         Rob*  Giveen,  capt. 
L  A.  Richardson,  It    C.  Synge,  capt 
L  C.  Green,  lieut       Arthor  Hill.  capt. 
R.  B.  Palliser,  corn.    B.F.Fitsgerald,capl. 

§ 
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This  WM  the  letter  for  which  these 
gentlemen  were  sentenced  to  rain,  if  they 
bftd  no  other  resource  then  their  pay.  It 
WM  said|  that  they  had  thus  passed  a  jadg- 
ment  on  their  superior  officer.  But  they 
did  not  pass  the  censure  on  him ;  lord 
Combermere  and  the  duke  of  Wellington 
bad  investigated  colonel  Qoentin's  con- 
duct,  and  he  had  been  already  pronounced 
incompetent  by  the  first  military  cha* 
racters  in  the  world.  Had  they  wantonly 
smd  maliciously  stepped  forward  to  throw 
the  first  stone^tb  impeach  a  character  be- 
fore unspotted?  It  was  because  colonel 
Queotin  had  been  censured*  that  they 
came  forward.  No  course  could  be  taken 
but  to  apply  to  their  colonel ;  and  it  was 
to  their  colonel,  and  not  to  the  crown,  that 
they  had  applied,  to  a  colonel  to  whom 
they  had  so  many  reasons  to  be  grateful. 
Yet  the  letter  was  intended  to  be  sup- 
pressed, and  colonel  Quentin  had  de- 
manded  it!  He  denied  that  colonel  Quentin 
had  any  right  to  demand  it.  The  officers 
were  not  compellable  to  giro  op  evidence 
which  was  to  have  been  their  own  con- 
demnation. The  Judge  Advocate,  as  a 
lawyer,  could  not  maintain  it.  The  lieute- 
nant-colonel might  have  done  that  for 
which,  he  supposed,  he  would  not  be  se- 
▼erely  ponishable^>pot  it  in  the  fire.  Was 
it  to  be  supposed,  that,  because  they  had 
once  set  pen  to  paper,  they  were  to  be 
proscribed  to  all  eternity,  or  at  least  given 
to  understand,  there  was  no  salvation  for 
them  in  this  world  ?  From  what  he  had 
read  of  the  matter,  the  case  appeared  to 
stand  thus: .  Colonel  Palmer  had  received 
the  letter  in  question  from  the  officers  of 
his  regiment,  which  they  wished  him  to 
deliver  to  the  Prince.  He  having  more 
information  on  such  subjects  than  them, 
had  advised  them  not  to  lay  this  letter 
before  his  Royal  Highness.  He  had 
thought  it  better  that  this  letter  should  not 
be  produced,  but  that  he  should  be  autho- 
.rised  to  communicate  the  substance  of  it 
to  colonel  Quentin,  and  to  speak  to  his 
Royal  Highness  on  the  subject  of  it,  but 
without  sayinff  any  thing  of  the  letter  it- 
self. Colonel  Quentin  having  been  in- 
formed of  this,  it  appeared  had  sabse- 
Suently  gone  into  the  mess-room,  where 
le  orocers  were  assembled,  and  de- 
manded the  letter,  as  by  the  command 
of  his  Royal  Highness.  The  officers 
doubted  the  correctneM  of  this  state- 
ment, and  not  believing  the  Prince  Re- 
gent had  authorised  him  to  make  such  a 
demand,  had  refused  to  give  it  op.  Af* 
(VOL.  XXIX) 


terwards  it  was  proved,  ihe  Prince  bad 
not  given  this  command ;  but  a  converse- 
tion  between  the  hon.  Colonel  and  his 
Royal  Highness  on  the  state  of  the  regi- 
ment, had  ended  in  the  former  being 
asked,  where  that  letter  then  was  ?  CoIo« 
nel  Palmer  had  answered,  that  if  it  was 
the  command  of  his  Royal  Highness  that 
he  should  give  it  up,  in  this,  as  in  every 
thing  else,  he  was  boqnd  to  obey;  but 
the  officers  of  the  regiment  who  had  sign* 
ed  it,  were  desirous  that  it  should  be  con- 
sidered as  never  having  been  written* 
The  hon.  colonel  was  here  placed  in  a 
very  difficult  situation  :  he  had  addressed 
the  Prince  as  tolonel  of  the  regiment,  and 
had  been  answered  by  his  Royal  High- 
ness ill  the  character  of  Regent.  The  let- 
ter was,  in  consequence,  given  up  to  the 
Prince  Regent,  and  it  soon  found  its  way 
to  colonel  Quentin.  He  stated  thi's  cir- 
comstance,  to  shew  that  the  officers  had 
much  reason  to  complain*  He  did  not 
impute  any  blame  to  bis  Royal  Highness: 
he  did  not  doobt  that  the  Prince  Regent, 
forgetting  that  he  was  colonel  of  the  10th 
Hussars,  and  that,  in  that  character  only, 
he  had  been  addressed  on  the  subject, 
had  remembered  that,  as  sovereign,  he 
was  the  head  of  the  army.  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  thought  himself  justified 
in  complaining  of  the  Order  issued  from 
the  Horse  Guards,  which  made  it  appear 
that  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  had  ori- 
ginated in  this  letter,  which  colonel  Pal- 
mer had  wished  |iot  to  be  published, 
which  the  officers  of  the  regiment  had 
desired  should  be  considered  as  never  hav- 
ing been  written,  and  which  had  only 
been  produced  in  obedience  to  the  com- 
mands of  his  Roval  Highness.  He  would 
ask,  was  this  a  hardship,  or  was  it  not} 
His  Royal  Highness  had  then  called  on 
colonel  Palmer  to  prefer  charges  in  form 
agpainst  colonel  Quentin.  It  did  not  ap- 
pear that  this  had  previously  been  the 
object  or  the  wish  of  the  officers ;  all  they 
had  desired  to  do,  was  to  clear  themselves 
from  blame ;  but,  on  attempting;  thi^  they 
were  called  upon  to  prefer  certain  charges 
against  colonel  Quentin ;  and  having  done 
so,  and  established  two  out  of  four  which 
they  brought  forward,  the  result  was,  that 
for  doing  so,  they  were  broke,  or  at  least 
sent  to  the  right  about.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say,  that  this  letter  was  not  ori- 
ginally the  cause  of  the  Court-martial,  but 
be  was  prepared  to  maintain,  that  a  letter 
so  obtatoed  from  these  officers,  could  not 
be  legitimately  used  as  a  weapon  against 
(Y) 
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them,  or  made  the  ground  of  military  pu- 
nishment. He  would,  indeed,  maintain, 
that  no  censure  or  punishment  should  at- 
tach to  these  officers,  which  was  not  war- 
ranted by  the  evidence  adduced  before 
the  Court,  independently  of  the  produc- 
tion of  the  letter  alluded  to;  and  that  the 
production  of  that  letter  against  the  offi- 
cers, was  an  act  of  peculiar  harshness. 
^-The  right  hen.  gentleman,  on  the  whole 
of  the  case,  declared,  that  he  felt  himself 
justified  in  supporting  the  motion,  not 
from  any  view  to  question  the  integrity  of 
the  Court-martial,  but  in  order  to  ques- 
tion the  conduct  of  the  Horse  Guards. 
He  would  support  the  motion,  because  it 
appeared  to  him  the  only  way  of  investi- 
gating the  subject  to  wjiich  it  referred, 
and  of  ascertaining  the  merits  or  demerits 
of  these  unfortunate  officers  who  had  been 
treated  in  such  an  extraordinary  manner. 
He  did  not  hope  that;  by  the  course  of 
proceeding  he  recommended,  the  House 
would  grant  any  redress  to  those  officers 
in  a  military  point  of  view ;  «1I  he  wished 
or  looked  for  was,  that  the  House,  when 
the  whole  case  was  laid  before  it,  should 
so  act;  as  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  si- 
milar cruelty  and  injustice  towards  other 
deserving  officers ;  and  he  would  implore 
the  House  so  to  act.  He  had  no  right  or 
inclination  to  ask  the  House  to  decide 
upon  this  subject,  without  fully  under- 
standing it ;  but  its  acquiescence  in  this 
tnotion  was  essentially  necessary  to  that 
*  understanding.  Seeing  that  the  Court- 
martial  expressed  no  opinion  against  the 
officers  who  had  been  so  severely  punish- 
ed ;  seeing  that  nothing  but  compliments 
were  beard  from  the  members  of  that 
court  towards  the  conduct  and  character 
of  the  prosecutors;  seeing,  in  fact,  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  sentence  of  the 
Court  to  call  for  the  punishment  inflicted 
—to  call  for  the  dismissal  from  the  regi- 
ment of  twenty-six  officers,  many  of  whom 
had  long  and  eminently  served  their  coun- 
try, he  thought  it  due  to  public  justice, 
fo  the  character  of  those  sufferers,  and 
to  the  character  of  that  House,  to  ascertain 
upon  what  grounds  such  deserving  officers 
had  been  transferred  to  other  regiments, 
in  order,  as  the  sentence  of  punishment 
prescribed,  they  might  learn  the  princi- 
ples of  subordination  and  military  disci- 
pline. 

Mr.  WtUedof  Pok  said,  that  in  most  of 
the  general  principles  laid  down  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  he 
perfectly  concurred ;  no  man  of  honour- 


able sentiment  could  object  to  them ;  but 
he  totally  diff*ered  from  him  in  the  manner 
in  which  he  wished  to  apply  them,  and 
the  inferences  which  he  wished  to  draw 
from  them.  Nothing  could  be  more  na- 
tural than  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
should,  from  his  connections,  feel  a  lively 
interest  in  the  subject  then  under  dis- 
cussion ;  but  with  every  consideration  of 
that  interest,  and  with  the  most  unfeigned 
respect  of  the  talent  which  he  had  dis- 
played, and  approbation  of  the  sentiments 
which  he  had  advanced,  he  could  not  avoid 
saying,  that  the  arguments  which  had 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
amounted  to  little  more  than  a  repetition 
of  those  which  had  been  urged  by  the 
honourable  officer  who  introduceo  the 
motion.  It  appeared  from  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  statement,  that  he  had  regu- 
larly attended  all  the  proceedings  of  this 
Court-martial ;  and  the  whole  of  his  speech 
amounted  to  this :  that  he  had  formed,  in 
his  own  mind,  a  different  conclusion  from 
that  drawn  by  the  members  of  the  court; 
though  at  the  same  time  he  neither  im- 
peached their  credit,  nor  attributed  their 
sentence  to  any  improper  motives.  The 
real  state  of  the  case,  then,  was  simply 
this:  that  the  hon.  officer  who  brought 
forward  the  subject,  and  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  not  concurring 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Court-martial,  had 
thought  proper  to  call  upon  that  House 
to  constitute  itself  a  court  of  appeal,  for 
the  purpose  of  overhauling  the  proceeding 
which  the  crown  had  taken  in  consequence 
of  the  decision  of  the  Court.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  bad  candidly  acknow- 
ledgeo,  that  he  did  not  anticipate  any  ad- 
vantage that  was  likely  to  result  to  the 
officers  (whose  case  he  so  strongly  de- 
plored) from  the  production  of  the  papers 
moved  for.  What,  then,  he  had  a  right 
to  ask,  was  the  object  for  which  this  mo- 
tion was  pressed  upon  the  House?  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  think  that 
the  country  would  be  greatly  benefitted, 
if  a  change  could  be  effected  in  our  mill* 
tary  system.  If  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
could  get  the  House  to  concur  with  him 
in  that  opinion,  and  give  him  leave  to 
bring  in  a  Bill,  he  would  introduce  it,  he 
supposed,  with  something  like  the  follow- 
ing preamble :  **  Whereas  a  court-martial, 
composed  of  officers  of  unimpeached  ho- 
nour, and  acting  upon  their  oaths,  have, 
after  hearing  evidence  in  a  particular  case, 
come  to  a  conclusion  different  from  that 
which  I  should  have  drawn ;  and  whereas 
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the  Horse  Guardi*  aclingupoa  the  opinion 
of  thai  coort-mariial,  and  in  conformity 
wiih  the  rules  of  the  lerfice.  ami  esta- 
blished precedents,  have  passed  a  sentence 
of  which  I  disapprove ;  be  it  therefore 
enacted,  &c.  &c."  This  was,  in  sub- 
stance, if  not  in  terms^  what  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  contending;  bat  he  did  not 
think  that  parliament  would,  upon  such 
grounds,  be  induced  to  alter  that  military 
system  which  had  of  lata  years  attained 
such  an  extraordinary  degree  of  perfec* 
lion,  and  which  had  been  productive  of 
such  unprecedented  glory  to  the  country. 
He  sincerely  regretted  that  this  subject 
had  been  brought  ^rward,  because  it  could 
not  possibly  be  productive  of  any  good ; 
for  even  the  hon.  mover  himself  admitted, 
that  the  case  must  be  a  most  extraordinary 
one  indeed,  which  would  justify  the  House 
of  Commons  in  erecting  itself  into  a  court 
of  appeal  from  a  military  tribunal.  The 
hon.  officer  ought  therefore  to  have  done 
a  great  deal  more  than  merely  repeat  to 
the  Houne  the  speech  which  he  had  made  to 
the  Court-martial;  he  ought  to  have  shewn 
that  there  was  something  so  extraordinary 
and  onprccedented  in  this  case,  as  to  call 
for  the  interference  of  the  House.  His 
right  hon.  friend,  the  Judge  Advocate, 
had  distinctly  enumerated  the  only  cases 
ia  which  that  House  ever  had,  or  ever 
could,  with  any  regard  to  established  pre- 
cedent, call  for  the  proceedings  of  a  court- 
martial,  and  therefore  he  could  not  avoid 
again  expressing  his  regret,  that  the  hon. 
officer  hiid  been  induced  to  make  the  pre- 
sent motion.  The  right  of  examining,  of 
confirmingt  or  of  disapproving  the  sen- 
tence of  a  court-martial,  was  by  law  vested 
aolely  in  the  crown  ;  and  he  was  convinced 
that  that  House  could  not  assume  to  itself 
•och  a  jurisdiction,  without  doing  material 
injury  to  the  service.  And  he  begged 
the  House  always  to  bear  in  mind,  that 
those  who  called  upon  it  to  depart  thus 
widely  from  its  established  course  of  pro- 
ceedings, neither  preferred  any  charge 
against  the  members  of  the  Court-martial, 
nor  imputed  to  the  crown  a  departure 
from  the  precedents  by  which  the  service 
was  governed.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  expressed  his  di»sent  from  the  opinion 
espresHd  by  the  Court-martial,  viz.  that 
the  co-operation  of  the  officers  was  not 
given  to  their  colonel ;  but  the  evidence, 
in  his  (Mr.  Pole's)  opinion,  fully  juntified 
the  opinion,  expressed  by  the  Court.  It 
would  not  be  proper  for  him  to  go  into  a 
deuiled  enumeration  of  the  evidence;  but 


if  any  thing  were  wanting  to  shew  the 
want  of  co-operation,  it  was  only  neces* 
sary  to  advert  to  the  declaration  of  ^he 
h9n.  mover  himself,  that  he  did  not  com* 
municate  the  orders  of  colonel  Cluentin, 
because  be  considered  them  as  absurd  an4 
ridiculous.  Could  any  further  proof  be 
wanting,  after  such  a  declaration,  to  shew 
that  the  hon.  mover  did  not  co-operate 
with  his  commanding  officer }  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  contended,  that  the 
case  respecting  the  85th  regiment,  quoted 
by  his  right  hon.  friend,  the  Jadge  Advo* 
cate,  was  not  a  case  in  point,  because  in 
that  case  the  Court-martial  expressed 
strong  disapprobation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  officers  who  preferred  ^  the  charge* 
There  certainly  was  that  difference  be» 
tween  that  case  and  the  present ;  but  then« 
there  was  this  difierence  in  the  sentence* 
that  the  officers  of  the  85th  were  dis- 
missed the  service.  In  the  one  casoi  where 
the  conduct  of  the  officers  was  considered 
as  highly  culpable  by  the  court,  they  were 
wholly  dismissed,  not  the  regiment,  but 
the  service;  in  the  other,  the  officers, 
actuated  by  honourable,  though  erroneooa 
feelings,  had  violated  the  rules  of  the  ser- 
vice—they were  only  removed  to  other 
regiments.  The  case,  therefore,  appeared 
to  him  to  be  exactly  in  point ;  because  it 
shewed,  that  the  sentence  of  the  crown 
proceeded  upon  the  same  principle  in 
both  instances.  There  was  no  case  ex- 
actly in  point  with  the  present,  because 
there  was  no  precedent  of  such  conduct 
in  officers ;  but  the  analogy  between  the 
case  quoted  and  the  present  was  complete. 
In  bis  conception  of  this  case,  it  mattered 
very  little  in  what  manner  these  proceed- 
ings  originated ;  the  fact  was,  the  letter 
was  pot  into  colonel  Palmer's  hands  by 
the  officers,  with  directions  to  carry  it  to 
the  Prince  Regent ;  the  first  use  which  the 
hon.  oificer  made  of  it,  was,  to  tell  colonel 
Ouentin  that  he  had  such  a  letter,  and  to 
offer  to  read  it  to  him,  which  offer  colonel 
Quentin  declined,  but  desired  that  the 
letter  might  be  shewn  to  the  Prince,  He 
would  ask  the  House,  could  colonel 
Queptin,  if  he  meant  to  retain  the  cha- 
racter of  a  roan  of  honour  and  a  gentle- 
man, if  be  did  not  mean  altogether  to 
forfeit  his  claim  to  be  received  in  society, 
could  be  have  adopted  any  other  course 
than  the  one  he  had  pursued }  Aware  of 
the  contenu  of  that  letti;r,  cduld  he  have 
done  otherwise  than  demand  a  court-mar- 
tial ?  He  had  no  alternative  but  to  retire 
from  the  service  in  diigrace^  or  to  deier- 
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mine  upon  claiming  an  inf  eatigation  into  1 
his  conduct.  Here  was  a  letter  signed  ( 
by  twenty-three  officers,  of  the  high  birth, 
talents,  and  rank  of  which  the  House  bad 
beard  so  much,  arraigning,  the  character 
and  conduct  of  their  superior  officer.  He 
would  ask  again,  what  course  could  this 
old  and  meritorious  officer  pursue?  He 
might,  to  be  sure,  have  retired;  bat  if  he 
bad,  he  must  have  retired  from  society 
with  disgrace.  It  was  not  colonel  Quentin, 
therefore,  that  forced  on  the  Coo rt«.  martial, 
but  those  who  wrote  that  letter. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  said,  it  was 
hard  these  officers  should  have  been  called 
opon  to  produce  a  letter  to  criminate 
themselves.  It  appeared,  then,  that  the 
officers  were  aware  of  the  nature  of  that 
ietter;  they  knew,  that  if  they  could 
not  substantiate  the  charges  which  they 
had.  preferred  against  their  commander, 
they  most  submit  to  the  consequence 
that  would  inevitably  result :  they 
knew  that  the  step  they  were  taking 
was  contrary  to  the  discipline  of  the  army, 
mnd  that  nothing  could  justify  that  step, 
but  their  proving  the  material  charges 
which  they^  had  preferred  against  their 
commanding  officer.  The  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman,  however,  seemed,  in  a  great  part 
of  his  speech,  to  have  confined  himself  en* 
tirely  to  the  first  letter ;  he  seemed  to  have 
forgotten  the  second  letter,  written  by  major 
Kobarts,  which  contained  a  direct  and  un- 
equivocal charge  of  cowardice  against 
colonel  Quentin ;  and  indeed  it  could  not 
be  doubted,  that  that  was  the  real  meaning 
intended  to  be  conveyed  in  the  first  letter. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  contended, 
that  these  officers  were  punished  for  hav- 
ing concurred  in  opinion  with  the  duke  of 
Wellington  and  lord  Combermere;  but 
the  fact  was  quite  the  reverse :  they  were 
punished  for  asserting  what  those  great 
officers  had  never  asserted ;  thev  were  pu- 
nished for  preferring  charges  of  cowardice 
against  their  commanding  officer,  which 
they  were  unable  to  prove.  In  one  of  the 
charges  they  certainly  did  coocar  with 
the  duke  of  Wellington  and  lord  Comber- 
mere,  but  it  was  one  of  the  leant  of  the 
accusations  which  they  had  brought  agaioit 
their  superior  officer,  and  for  that  he  had 
been  previously  reprimanded  by  the 
duke;  and  he  believed  it  would  be  a  new 
case  in  British  jurisprudence,  to  punish  a 
man  twice  for  the  same  ofience. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said  a 
great  deal  upon  the  subject  of  favouritism, 
aad  had  conplained  that  theae  gallant 


young  officers  were  dismissed,  while  the 
colonel,  who  had  been  in  part  found  guilty, 
had  been  suffered  to  remain  in  command 
over  a  parcel  of  mutinous  soldiers.  But 
what  was  the  fact  ?  These  young  officers 
had  entered  into  a  conspiracy  against  their 
commandiiig  officer.  [Here  there  was  a 
cry  of  order,  order  !]  He  did  not  mean 
to  use  the  word  in  an  invidious  sense ; 
he  had  before  said,  that  he  was  convinced 
that  their  conduct  was  influenced  by  ho- 
nourable, though  erroneous,  principles; 
and  he  could  not  be  suspected  of  wishing 
to  speak  harshly  of  them,  for  there  were 
among  those  officers  some  near  con* 
nections  of  his  own.  Those  officers  had, 
however,  conspired  together  to  prefer 
charges  against  their  superior  officer,  an 
officer  of  great  experience  and  of  excellent 
character ;  and  some  of  those  charges,  let 
It  always  be  remembered,  affi?ctfd  the 
life  and  the  honour  of  that  officer :  of  those 
charges  be  was  acquitted.  What,  then, 
must  be  the  result?  The  accusers  and 
the^  accused  could  not  be  suffered  to  re- 
main together  in  the  same  regiment ;  that 
would  have  been  quite  impossible.  Would 
it  have  been  right  to  dismiss  the  colonel, 
who  had  been  acquitted  of  the  main 
charges  brought  against  him,  and  when 
the  only  offence  of  which  he  was  found 
guilty  he  had  beeii  punished  for  before? 
To  have  dismissed  him,  therefore,  would 
haVe  been  to  inflict  a  second  punishment 
for  the  same  offence,  which  would  have 
been  unjust  and  unprecedented.  It  only 
remained,  then,  for  the  crown  to  act  upon 
the  acknowledged  principle  of  the  service, 
and  to  remove  those  officers  who  had 
brought  forward  accusations  against  their 
commanding  officer,  which  they  were  un- 
able to  substantiate.  If  the  crown  had 
been  influenced  by  favouritism,  surely  it 
would  have  pursueda  very  different  course. 
If  there  had  existed  any  wish  (to  use  a  vul- 
gar phrase)  to  curry  favour  with  great 
people;  surely  it  would  have  been  more 
easy  to  remove  one  old,  almost  worn  out, 
though  meritorious  officer,  who  had  not  a 
single  connection  in  the  country,  than  to 
remove  twenty-three  young  men  of  the 
highest  rank,  pretensions,  and  connections 
in  the  empire. 

He  confessed,  that  he  rejoiced  in  the 
sentence  which  was  passed  in  this  case, 
because  it  would  shew  to  the  army  <^nd 
to  the  public,  that  neither  high  birth 
nor  great  connections  could  prevail  aicainst 
justice.  It  would  have  a  most  b«*n»ficial 
effect  upon  the  service ;   it  would  teach 
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young  officers  not  to  become  generali 
before  ibey  bad  learned  their  duly ;  it 
would  teacb  tbeni  not  to  pronounce  opi- 
nions before  ibey  wei:e  competent  to  form 
judgments.  Every  man  at  all  acquainted 
witb  the  army,  most  know  tbat  sucb  a 
lesson  would  be  most  salutary.  He  re- 
collected an  expreuion  of  a  noble  relation 
of  his,  who  said^when  some  young  officers 
joined  hm,  who  entertained  a  high  opi- 
nion of  their  own  military  proficiency, 
"  They  don't  know  how  to  mount  a  guard, 
but  they  are  all  ready  to  manoeuvre  an 
army  of  80,000  men."  The  proceedings 
in  this  case  would  be  of  great  use  to  the 
army ;  it  would  prove  to  the  young  offi- 
cers of  high  birth,  how  little  their  rank  or 
connections  would  avail  them,  if  they  were 
not  attentive  to  their  duty.  [This  part  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman's  speech  was  ac- 
companied with  loud  and  repeated  cheers.] 
He  should  now  conclude  with  declaring 
his  conviction,  that  no  parliamentary 
ground  had  been  laid  for  the  production 
of  thf  se  pspers ;  he  should  therefore  TOte 
against  the  motion,  being  satisfied  that 
the  moat  dangerous  consequences  would 
ensue,  if  parliament  were  to  assume  to 
itself  the  right  of  reversing  the  decisions 
of  courts- martial,  unless  some  extraordi- 
nary case  were  made  out,  which  would 
call  imperiously  for  its  interference. 

Mr.  Vyu  spoke  shortly  in  defence  of 
the  decision  of  the  Court-martial,  of  which 
his  hon.  relative  had  been  president,  and 
who,  in  the  anxious  duty  which  he  had  to 
perform,  had  been  guided  by  no  private 
or  partial  motives.  He  opposed  the  mo* 
tion,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  unneces- 
sary, and  entered  into  a  short  review  of 
the  evidence  submitted  to. the  Court-mar- 
tial. He  maintained,  Chat  there  was  only 
a  part,  and  a  small  part,  of  the  first  charge 
proved,  with  respect  to  the  foraging  party 
being  left  without  orders.  He  objected 
to  the  principle,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons should  constitute  itself  into  a  court 
of  appeal  from  courts-martial.  Cases 
might  occur  of  such  an  extraordinary 
description  as  to  require  their  interference; 
but  the  dispersion  of  the  officers  of  the 
10th,  under  the  circumstances,  was  not 
such  a  case.  He  concluded  by  paying  a 
compliment  to  the  officers,  whose  conduct 
In  the  field  entitled  and  obtained  for  them 
the  approbation  and  gratitude  of  their 
country. 

Mr.  Brand  said,  in  the  reign  of  George 
2,  in  1745,  the  House  had,  in  one  case, 
ibooght  proper  to  interfere  with  the  de- 


cision of  a  cour^martial,  in  the  case'  of 
captain  Norris,  when,  in  the  teeth  of  Mr* 
Pelham,  the  minister  of  that  day,  they 
bad  voted  the  proceedings  to  be  « partial, 
arbitrary,  and  illegal.'  The  hon.  gentle* 
man  contended,  that  the  case  of  the 
twenty-six  officers  did  not  fall  under  thtt 
sense  of  the  General  Order  quoted  by  the 
right  hon.  the  Judge  Advocate  General; 
neither  did  any  of  the  arguments  that  had 
been  used  apply  to  that  of  the  hon.  colonel, 
who  only  obeyed  the  commands  of  hia 
superior  officers.  It  was  admitted  also  on 
every  side,  that  the  hon.  colonel  had  con- 
ducted himself,  in  the  delicate  situation  in 
which  he  wu  placed,  with  a  degree  of 
temper,  candour,  and  forbearance,  which 
had  never  been  exceeded.  There  cer- 
tainly was  nothing  in  the  sentence  of  the 
court-martial  to  justify  the  sentence  of  the 
Horse  Guards.  If  tbat  sentence  had  been 
founded  upon  the  plea  that  the  Coort- 
mairtial  had  censured  the  want  of  co* 
operation  on  •the  part  of  the  officers,  he 
should  then  be  able  to  see  some  sort  of 
ground  for  what  he  must  call  a  most  arbi- 
trary measure.  A  right  hon.  gentleman 
oposite  had  used  the  epithet  conspiracy  ; 
but  surely,  if  that  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  rightly  and  maturely  considered  the 
case,  he  would  have  abstained  from  such 
an  expresnon.  Whatever  variety  of  opi* 
nions,  however,  might  now  exist,  there 
was  one  thing  to  he  remembered,  that 
when  the  Act  of  Settlement  should  be  re- 
sumed, as  it  would  be,  he  believed,  on  the 
17th  of  next  June,  the  commission  of 
colonel  Qoentin  would  be  annulled,  as  he 
was  not  naturalised ;  and  he  should  be  glad 
when  that  period  arriTcd.  He  hoped, 
also,  from  the  experience  of  the  past,  tbat 
the  House  would  pause  before  it  renewed 
the  suspension  of  that  Act.  Supposing 
there  were  more  Hanoverians  in  our  ser- 
vice than  there  were  at  present,  he  should 
like  to  know  what  might  probably  have 
been  the  consequence  eren  of  the  present 
measure?  That  was  a  case  which  the 
wisdom  of  our  ancestorr  had  not  over- 
looked. The  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
Settlement,  relating  to  the  introduction 
of  foreign  troops,  haid  been  framed  witb  a 
special  view  to  the  Dutch  guards;  and 
he  trusted  that  the  safeguards  which  had 
been  handed  down  to  us  would  not  be 
thrown  asidte,  but  upon  grave  and  urgent 
necessity. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Ben  said,  that  whoerer 
looked  at  the  list  of  the  names  of  those 
officers  that  had  been  dismissed  from  the 
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loth  regiment,  inaat.  be  convinced,  that 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  in 
acting  as  he  had  done,  had  sacrificed  much 
of  private  feeling  to  public  duty.  With 
regard  to  the  general  merits  of  the  ques« 
lion,  nothing,  he  apprehended,  could  be 
more  obvious  than  the  necessity  of  re- 
moving officers  from  a  regiment  when 
they  bad  preferred  charges  against  their 
superior  officer,  which  they  failed  in  prov- 
ing.  No  man  could  look  at  the.  charges 
.brought  against  colonel  Quenlin,  and  say, 
that  the  officers  preferring  them  could 
continue  to  serve  with  colonel  Quentin. 
A  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that  his 
Royal  Highness  had  forgotten  his  charac- 
ter as  colonel,  and  had  acted  unconsciously 
in  his  capacity  as  Regent ;  but,  for  his  own 
part,  he  could  not  conceive  it  possible  for 
his  Royal  Highness,  aSs  colonel,  to  have 
acted  otherwise  than  he  did.  If  he  bad 
not  so  acted,  af^er  knowing  the  existence 
of  a  letter  that  imputed  cowardice  to 
colonel  Quentin,  it  might  indeed  have 
been  said  with  propriety,  that  his  Royal 
Highness  was  influenced  by  a  principle 
of  favouritism,  in  screening  colonel  Quentin 
from  that  public  investigation  which  such 
a  charge  imperatively  demanded.  Look- 
ing at  the  result  of  the  Court-martial,  he 
was  convinced  that  the  sentence  which 
had  been  passed  wa?  the  mildest  that 
could  have  been  passed,  consistently  with 
the  good  of  the  service.  How  was  the 
discipline  of  the  army  to  go  on,  if  that 
sort  of  combination  was  allowed  ?  The 
precedent  quoted  by  the  honourable 
member  who  spoke  last,  did  not  apply  to 
the  present  case.  There  the  court-martial 
was  distinctly  accused  of  partial,  corrupt, 
and  illegal  proceedings,  and  consequently, 
those  proceedings  were  a  fit  subject  for 
the  inquiry  of  that  House.  But  would  it 
be  said,  that  similar  accusations  were  or 
could  be  preferred  against  the  Court-mar* 
tial  which  sat  on  colonel  Quentin  ?  That 
was  the  broad  distinction  between  the  two 
cases.  He  deprecated  the  practice  of 
considering  that  House  as  a  court  of  ap- 
peal ;  such|  he  contended^  it  never  could 
be  ',  but,  above  all,  to  increase  the  facility 
of  receiving  appeals  from  courts-martial, 
would  only  tend  to  overturn  the  constitu- 
tion, and  destroy  the  discipline  of  the 
army. 

Mr.  Benson  paid  a  warm  compliment 
to  the  gallantry  of  the  officers  of  the  lOth. 
He  thought,  nowever,  they  had  been 
properly  reminded,  that  courage  did  not 
form  the  only  requisite  of  a  aoldier>  bat 


that  subordination  was  equnlly  necessary. 
The  very  consideration  ot  the  private  con- 
sequence of  these  officers  would  afford  one 
of  the  most  striking  lessons  to  the  army. 

Sir  C.  Burrcll  contended,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  sentence  on  these  officers 
was  one  of  the  harshest  measures  ever 
witnessed  against  men  who  had  so  highly 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  gallantry 
in  the  field.  There  was  no  proof  that  they 
had  not  most  zealously  co-operated  for 
the  benefit  of  the  service.  The  fourth 
charge,  which  was,  in  his  opinion,  com* 
pletely  proved,  made  the  censure  passed 
against  the  officers  the  hardest  possible. 
Never  had  men  displayed  more  gallantry 
against  the  enemy.  He  knew  of  nothing 
in  the  evidence  which  went  to  prove  that 
there  was  any  want  of  co-operation :  if 
there  was,  he  should  vote  differently  from 
what  be  at  present  intended.  Lord  Ed* 
ward  Somerset's  evidence  was  conclusive 
against  the  opinion ;  and  the  censure,  oa 
the  whole«  appeared  to  him  unnecessarily- 
severe. 

Mr.  Peiar  Moore  said,  he  would  assert, 
in  opposition  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
learned  Serjeant,  that  there  was  no  other 
court  of  appeal  but  that  House  from  the 
decisions  of  civil  or  military  courts.  He 
had  the  authority  of  lord'  Kenyon  for 
sayingy  there  could  be  no  grievance  with- 
out an  appropriate  remedy.  He  could 
also  quote  a  much  higher  authority — that 
of  the  learned  Selden,  who  was  an  honour 
to  England.  Mr.  Selden  being  once 
asked  by  king  Charles,  what  was  the 
remedy  for  rebellion  ?  replied,  remove 
the  cause.  Being  farther  asked,  what  jus- 
tified rebellion?  his  answer  was,  the  cus- 
tom of  the  country.  The  same,  he  would 
say,  was  a  sufficient  justification  of  the 
interference  of  the  House  on  the  present 
occasion. 

Colonel  Palmer  shortly  replied.  The 
officers,  he  said,  had  only  done  their  doty ; 
and  the  question  before  the  House  was 
one  of  the  highest  importance,  not  only 
to  the  essential  interests  of  the  armyt  but 
to  those. of  the  country  at  large.  The 
statement  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Tierney),  with  respect  to  the  letter, 
was  perfectly  correct.  Colonel  Palmer 
said,  he  certainly  did  lay  that  letter  before 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  but 
without  the  slightest  idea  of  its  being 
made  use  of  to  the  injury  of  the  officer** 
He  did  not,  indeed,  imagine  it  would  be 
used  at  all.  He  still  retained  his  opinion 
that  the  sentence  of  the  CoarfcHoartial 
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not  justified  by  the  evidence  adduced^  as, 
in  point  of  fad,  it  acquitted  colonel  Quen- 
tin,  and  criminated  the  officers* 

The  HoQse  then  divided  :  For  the  mo- 
tion, 37;  against  it,  144. 


BOUSE  OF  COHHONS. 

Friday,  November  18. 

Petition  of  Admival  Geaves,  be- 
srecTiNG  BIS  Claim  to  One-sixth  of 
THE  Bahama  Islands.]  Mr.  Peter  Moore 
presented  a  Petition  from  rear*admiral 
Graves,  setting  forth : 

'*  That  the  petitioner  has  sustained  a 
heavy  grievance,  for  the  redress  of  which 
he  baa  sought  in  vain  from  the  pubHo  de- 
partments  of  the  nation;   end  that  the 
petitioner,  in  right  of  his  wife  Louisa  Caro^ 
iina  Graves,  daughter  of  the  late  sir  John 
Colleton,    became    entitled,    by    letters 
patent,  bearing  date  the  1st  November,  in 
the  22nd  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles 
the  second,  to  one-sixth    sharte    of  the 
Bahama   Islands,  with  every  right  and 
royalty  thereunto  belonging,  granted  to 
sir  Peter  Colleton,  for  good  causes  and 
considerations  moving  thereto,  from  ser* 
vices    rendered    by  his  father   to  their 
majesties  king  Charles  the  first  and  king 
Charles  the  second,  at  an  expense  esti- 
mated from  60,000/.  to  near  200,000/.  be« 
sides  suflering  personal  pain  and  exile  by 
the  rebels  on  account  of  his  loyalty ;  and 
that  the  petitioner  is  wholly  deprived  of 
this  property  by  the  civil  and  military 
officers  of  toe  crown,  who,  under  some 
pretended  authority,  occupy  and  use  the 
same  without  any  legal  or  sufficient  right, 
either  from  the  petitioner  since  his  mar- 
riage, or  previous  thereto,  from  bis  wife 
the  said  Louisa  Carolina  Graves ;  and  that 
the  rights  of  the  petitioner  and  his  wife 
are  not  only  those  of  private  property,  but 
are  also,  in  their  nature,  sovereign,  con- 
sisting of  the  royalties,  duties,  customs, 
•and  admiralty  in  and  over  the  said  islands ; 
these  rights  embrace  every  princely  power 
•and  sovereign  authority,  and  are  such  as 
the  petitioner  is  advised  cannot  beredressed 
in  the  ordinary  courts  of  law,  without 
assent  on  the  part  of  the  crown  to  plead, 
which  assent  has  been  refused,  by  denying 
him  all  interference:   and  the  petitioner 
further  begs  leave  to  state  to  the  House 
the  offers  that  were  made,  long  after  the 
premises  had  been  actually  occupied,  to 
the  said  Louisa  Carolina  Graves,  at  that 
time  Louisa  Carolina  Colleton,  to  give  her 
QfiOOL  for  her  interest  therein,  accompa- 


nied by  strong  threats  to  refine  all  remu* 
neration  if  that  sum  should  be  rejected :  and 
the  petitioner  further  states  to  the  House, 
that  these  offers  and  threats  were  made 
to  an  orphan,  young  and  inexperienced, 
by  the  Treasury  solicitors,  acting  also  at 
that  time  as   the  solicitors  of  the  said 
Louisa  Carolina  Graves,  who  advised  and 
importuned  her  acceptance  of  the  offer, 
while  they  repeated  the  threats,  sod  urged 
the  actual  occupancy  of  the   islands,  to 
prove  her  helpless  situation,  and  to  show 
that  tliese  threats  would  be  inforced  :  and 
the  petitioner    further    craves   leave    to 
represeat  to  the  House,  the  extreme  in- 
josiice  and  hardship  of  his  case ;  it  is  an 
injustice,  because  the  premises  were  and 
still   are    forcibly  occupied,    though  no 
surrender  thereof  was  ever  made  or  per- 
mitted either  by  the  petitioner  or  by  bis 
wife,  the  said  Louisa  Carolina  Graves :  it 
is  a  hardship  the  more  severe,  because  the 
property   was  obuined  with   so    much 
honour  and  under  so  heavy  a  sacrifice; 
and  the  petitioner  is  thus  aggrieved  by  a 
mode  that  cannot  be  defended  or  palliated 
upon  Sny  ground  :  the  loss  sustained  com- 
prizes the  most  princely  righu,  the  lucra- 
tive rojralty  of  wrecks,  the  customs,  with, 
power  to  appropriate  the  same,  extensive 
patronage,  civil,  military,  and  ecclesias- 
tical, with  the  proportionate  right  to  the 
soil,  containing  more  than  6,000,000  of 
acres,    of  which    nearly   1,000,000  are 
plantable  land,  whose  productiods  are  of 
the  most  valuable  description,  amongst 
which  may  be  reckoned  silver,  copper, 
salt,  and  cotton ;  and  that  the  petitioner, 
in  appealing  to  the  House  for  redress, 
wishes  the  nature  of  his  grievances  and 
every  circumstance  connected  therewith 
to  be  ascertained,  and  petitions  only  to 
receive  such  redress  of  bis  grievances  as  a 
fair  investigation  shall  induce  the  House 
to  determine ;  and  he  relies  on  the  House 
to  entertain  his  complaint  with  all  just 
regard,  to  protect  him  against  the  unjust 
dealings  which  the  investigation  of  his 
grievances  will  disclose,  and,  if  not  re- 
dressed, would  leave  no  man  in  the  ssfe 
possession    of   his   property,   especially 
colonial  property,  if  the  civil  and  military 
officers  of  the  crown  determine  to  occupy 
it  by  similar  compulsion :    and  the  peti- 
tioner further  begs  leave  to  represent  to 
the  House,  that  the  injuries  imposed  on 
him  have  been  converted  to  the  very  great 
advantage  of  the  revenues  of  the  crown, 
as  by  an  examination  into  the  nature  and 
situation  of  the  property  will  appear,  a 
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circamstance  which  the  Hoiue  will  perhaps 
think  entitles  him  more  decidedly  to  their 
attention  ;  and  praying  the  House  to  call 
for  the  examination  of  papers  and  witnesses 
to  admit  him  and  his  wife,  the  said  Loaisa 
Carolina  Graves,  by  themselves,  their 
counsel  or  agents,  to  the  bar,  or  before  a 
committee  of  the  House,  and  to  take  all 
means  known  to  the  usage  or  precedents 
of  the  House  for  redressing  the  grievance 
and  protecting  the  right  of  the  petitioner 
and  of  the  said  Louisa  Carolina  Graves  his 
wife,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  rever- 
sionary right  of  any  other  member  of  his 
family  in  and  to  the  premises;  and  to 
admit,  in  like  manner^  any  suth  rever- 
sionary claimant  of  his  family,  by  himself, 
his  counsel  or  agents,  to  the  bar,  or  before 
a  committee  of  the  House,  as  much  as  if 
he  had  been  named  in  this  Petition/' 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

laiSH     SuPBaiNTBNDlNG     Ma«ISTIIATBS 

Bill.]  Mr.  Pcd  said,  that  as  he  could 
not  anticipate  any  opposition,  or  even  ob- 
jection, to  the  Bill  which  he  was  about  to 
propose,  he  felt  it  to  be  unnecessary  to 
trouble  the  House  with  more  than  a  very 
few  words.  The  House  would  recollect, 
that  in  the  course  of  the  last  session  of 
parliament,  two  very  important  measures, 
regarding  the  preservation  of  the  peace  in 
Ireland,  had  met  with  their  sanction.  By 
one  of  them,  the  lord-lientenaDi  was  em- 
powered to  proclaim  any  district  in  Ire- 
land to  be  in  a  state  of  disturbance,  and  to 
appoint  a  chief  magistrate  and  a  certain 
number  of  special  constables,  for  the  su- 
perintendance  of  the  general  police  of  the 
district  so  disturbed.  A  doubt  had  arisen, 
whether,  in  case  that  two  baronies,  adja- 
cent to  each  other,  but  situated  in  diffe- 
rent counties,  should  be  unfortunately  dis- 
turbed, and  it  should  be  necessary  to  sub- 
ject them  to  the  operation  of  the  Bill  above 
mentioned^wbether,  as  the  Bill  now  stood, 
It  would  not  be  necessary  to  appoint  a 
separate  establishment  of  police  m  each 
barony ;  when,  from  the  limited  extent  of 
the  two,  one  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
superjntendance  of  both  ?  Now,  as  the 
executive  government  of  Ireland  had  no 
wish  whatever  to  multiply  the  number  of 
appointments  under  the  Bill,  or  to  subject 
the  disturbed  districts  to  any  charge  that 
was  not  absolutely  necessary,  his  present 
object  was,  to  remove  any  doubt  of  the 
nature  before  mentioned,  to  enable  the 
lord  •lieutenant  to  appoint  a  high  magis- 
trate and  one  set  of  constables  for  the  two 
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baronies,  and  to  determine  the  proportion 
of  expense  which  should  be  defrayed  by 
each.  This  was  the  main  object  of  the 
Bill  which  he  was  about  to  introduce,  and 
he  had  therefore  thought  it  expedient  to 
take  this  opportbnity  of  adding  one  or 
two  clauses,  requiring  the  magistrate  and 
the  constables  to  take  certain  oaths,  which 
were  set  forth  in  the  Bill. 

He  felt,  however,  that  the  House  had  a 
right  to  require  from  him,  when  speaking 
in  reference  to  a  subject  of  so  much  im- 
portance to  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
of  the  united  kingdom  as  the  internal 
tranquillity  of  Ireland,  that  be  should  in- 
form them  what  had  been  the  proceeding 
adopted  by  the  executive  government  of 
Ireland  under  the  act  of  last  session.  He 
had  the  satisfaction  of  assuring  the  House, 
he  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  passing 
of  those  acts  had  been  attended  with  bene- 
ficial consequences.  To  the  provisions  of 
the  Insurrection  Act,  it  had  not  been,  and 
be  most  sincerely  hoped  that  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  resort ;  and  the  Peace 
Preservation  Bill  had  only  been  called 
into  operation  in  one  single  instance,  at 
the  unietnimous  application  of  a  most  nu- 
merous and  respectable  meeting  of  the 
magistrates  of  the  county  of  Tipperary. 
The  barony  of  Middlethird  had  been  pro- 
claimed :  be  had  every  reason  to  believe, 
that,  in  the  improved  tranquillity  of  that 
district,  and  the  returning  habits  of  isob- 
ordination  among  the  lower  orders  of  the 
peasants,  the  inhabitants  had  ample  com- 
pensation for  the  charge  to  which  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Bill  had  subjected  them  ; 
but  the  good  effects  of  it  had  been  wit- 
nessed, not  merely  within  the  narrow 
sphere  to  which  its  operation  was  nomi- 
nally confined,  but  had  induced  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  neighbouring  districts  to 
unite,  and  to  act  with  energy,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  peace^  in  order  that  they 
might  escape  the  tax  which  the  Act 
would  impose,  if  applied  to  their  districts. 

He  would  take  the  liberty  of  adducing 
one  proof  of  the  veracity  of  his  statement. 
In  one  of  the  reports  made  by  Mr.  Wil- 
cox, the  chief  magistrate  appointed  in 
Middlethird,  it  was  stated,  that  the  house 
of  a  person  resident  in  the  barony  of 
Clanwillan,  had  been  attacked  and  robbed 
of  arms.  A  party  of  labourers,  having  a 
suspicion  of  one  of  the  parties  concerned 
in  the  robbery,  took  measures  for  his.  ap- 
prehension ;  and,  headed  by  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Flinn,  pursued  the  robber,  and 

secured  him.    The  man  was  identified, 
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•nd  commitlecl  to  Clonmel  gaol.  *  The 
persons  who  apprehended  him,  declared 
they  bad  done  so,  in  order  to  keep  the 
lax  off  their  barony ;  and  that  no  outrage 
should  be  committed  in  their  neighbour- 
hood, which  would  not  be  followed  by 
their  best  exertions  to  bring  the  perpetra- 
tors of  it  to  justice.  Here  was  a  combi- 
nation, singular  to  be  found  in  its  nature, 
but  most  beneficial  in  its  consequences — a 
combination  in  support  of  the  law  of  the 
land. 

He  might  mention,  as  another  proof  of 
the  favourable  efficacy  of  the  measure, 
that  there  was  not  an  enemy  to  the  peace 
of  Ireland,  who  did  not  cordially  disap- 
prove of  it.  He  hardly  knew  whether  he 
should  descend  to  notice  the  gross,  and 
probably  wilful  misconceptions,  which 
bad  been  resorted  to  by  evil  and  design- 
ing men,  in  order  to  bring  the  measure 
into  disrepute.  It  had  been  asserted,  that 
Its  object  was  to  provide  for  the  adherents 
of  government,  and  to  multiply  the  means 
of  patronage  :  he  begged  the  House  to 
judge  of  the  future  intentions  of  govern- 
ment,  not  from  the  statements  of  its  ene- 
mies, but  from  their  conduct,  to  that  in- 
stant in  which  the  opportunity  of  exer- 
cising their  authority  had  occurred  in  the 
barony  of  Middlethird ;  the  chief  magis- 
trate selected  was,  he  believed,  above  all 
exception,  and  his  appointment  free  even 
from  the  suspicion  of  any  motives  but  the 
best.  The  constables  were  selected  from  a 
listofdisc barged  non-commissioned  officers, 
yrho  could  produce  the  strongest  certificates 
of  personal  ability,  good  conduct  and  cha- 
racter. He  defied,  and  be  trusted  should 
slways  be  atrle  to  defy,  any  imputation 
to  raise  suspicion,  that  the  government  of 
Ireland  had  so  grossly  deserted  their  doty, 
as  to  make  the  authority  with  which  the 
House  hao  entrusted  them  solely  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  tranquillity,  directly 
or  indirectly  subservient  to  the  extent  of 
their  political  influence.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman concluded  by  moving,  '*  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend 
the  Act  of  the  54th  Geo.  3,  c.  131,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  better  execution  of  the  Jaws  in 
Ireland,  by  appointing  Superintending 
Magistrates  and  additional  Constables  in 
Counties,  in  certain  cases.'' 

Leave  bein^  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill, 
it  was  accordmgly  presented,  and  read  a 
first  time.  . 

Hacknbt  Coachbs  Act  Amindment 
Bill.!    Mr.  Luihington  rose,  to  mova  for 
(  VOL.  XXIX. ) 


leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Act 
of  last  session  respecting  hackney  coaches, 
from  which  considerable  inconveniencies 
had  arisen.  He  owed  it  to  the  House  and 
to  the  public,  to  stale  some  circumstances 
relative  to  this  measure.  When  he  en- 
tered pn  the  office  which  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  hold,  he  found  that  frequent  appli- 
cation had  been  made  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  hackney-coaches,  for  the  sanc- 
tion of  government  to  better  regulations 
for  the  hackney-coachmen.  It  was  stated 
by  the  commissioners  that  170  licences 
were  vacant,  and  that  the  horses  were  in 
a  most  wretched  state,  and  the  coaches  in- 
tolerably dirty  belonging  to  those  which 
•were  used.  This  was  entirely  owiug  to 
the  frauds  practised  by  the  drivers  on  the 
coach-masters.  The  commissioners  were 
asked,  what  could  be  done  ?  They  con- 
sulted the  hackney-coach  masters,  and 
the  act  which  passed  last  session  was  tha 
result  of  their  suggestions.  A  correspond- 
ence of  some  length  had  lately  taken 
place  on  the  subject,  and  the  result  was^ 
that  it  was  admitted  on  all  hands  that 
there  was  no  way  but  to  repeal  the  clausa 
of  the  act  which  respected  the  giving  of 
tickets,  and  hereafter  to  introduce  some 
measure  which  should  be  more  fully  con- 
sidered. This  clause  repealed,  all  that 
would  |)e  left  would  be  the  clauses  limit- 
ing the  number  of  persons  to  be  carried  in 
the  coaches,  and  authorizing  the  commis- 
sioners to  grant  licences  for  hackney-cha- 
riots. At  a  future  period  of  the  session 
he  might,  perhaps,  propose  further  regu- 
lations ;  at  present  he  would  merely  move, 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  amend  the  Act  of  the  54th  Geo.  3,  c« 
147,  for  the  better  regulation  of  drivers 
of  licensed  hackney  coaches ;  for  explain- 
ing and  amending  an  Act  passed  in  the  48th 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  relating  to 
hackney-coaches;  and  for  authorizing  tha 
licensing  of  a  limited  number  of  hackney- 
chariots.'' 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Property  Tax.]  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  having  moved  the  reading 
of  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  lo 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 

Mr.  Gre^fell  wished  not  topppose  the 
motion,  but  to  make  a  few  observations  on 
a  question  of  much  importance  connected 
with  it.  .  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
last  night  admitted  that  the  Property  Tax 
Act  would  expire  on  the  5th  of  April.  If 
there  was  any  intention  to  renew  it,  it  be- 
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hovi'd  every  gentleman  (o  give  the  subject 
his  most  serious  attention.  His  only  ob- 
ject in  rising  was  to  state^  that  if  the  Act 
should  be  renewed,  he  trusted  it  would 
contain  some  provision  to  temper  its  seve* 
rity,  and  particularly  its  inquisitorial  cha- 
racter,  which  pressed  as  hard  upon  the 
feelings  of  the  people  as  the  tas  itself  did 
on  their  pockets.  He  would  also  recom- 
mend, in  the  event  of  a  renewal  of  the  Act, 
that  some  provision  should  be  introduced 
to  render  the  tax  less  unequal,  and  in  con- 
sequence less  unjust  in  its  operation.  He 
alluded  to  the  scale  of  contribution.  What 
he  meant  was,  that  persons  in  the  middle 
classes  of  life,  who  possessed  an  income 
from  two  hundred  to  five  hundred  pounds, 
should  not  be  subject  to  the  same  per 
centage  as  persons  whose  income  amount- 
ed to  ten,  twenty,  or  fifty  thousand  pounds. 
There  was  another  desirable  thmg,  of 
minor,  but  yet  of  considerable  importance, 
and  that  was,  that  some  restraint  should 
be  imposed,  either  by  way  of  oath  or  pe- 
nalty, which  should  secure  individuals 
from  the  exposure  of  their  incomes  by 
the  commissioners.  It  was  a  matter  of 
great  surprise  to  him,  that  no  such  provi- 
sion existed  in  the  present  Act.  In  this 
latter  observation  be  begged  not  to  be  by 
any  means  understood  to  refer  to  the  com- 
missioners for  the  general  purposes  of  the 
Act,  who  had  discharged  their  duty  with 
so  much  honour  to  themselves,  but  to 
those  who  carried  into  effect  its  details; 

Aemt  ExTRAoaDiNARiEs.]  The  order 
of  the  day  was  then  read;  and  the  ac- 
count of  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  for 
the  extraordinaries  of  the  army  having 
been  referred  to  the  committee,  the  Speaker 
lefl  the  chair. 

The.  Chancellor  of  ike'  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  was  not  aware  that  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  him  at  the  present  moment  to 
enter  into  any  statement  with  respect  to 
the  vote  which  he  was  about  to  propose, 
any  further  than  to  say,  it  was  to  supply 
the  amount  of  bills  drawn  for  army  extnT- 
ordinaries.  Should  any  explanations, 
however,  be  required,  he  should  be  very 
happy  to  afiTord  them.  He  moved,  "  That 
it  II  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  a 
sum,  not  exceeding  eight  millions,  be 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  towards  making 

good  the  amount  of  bills  of  exchange 
rawn  upon  the  lords  commissioners  of  his 
Majesty  s  Treasury  for  the  extraordinary 
expenses  of  the  army,  and  which  have 
keen  paid  out  of  money  issued  to  thi  pay* 
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I  master  of  the  forces)  between  the  24th 
day  of  December  1813  and  the  1st  day  of 
November  1814.'^ 

Mr.  Tiemty  thought  it  highly  extra* 
ordinary  that  the  right  hon.  gentlemaa 
should  call  on  the  committee  to  vote  so 
large  a  sum  as  8,000,000/.  simply  on  the 
ground  that  he  wanted  it,  without  any  ex* 
planation  whatever.  He  was  far  firom 
wishing  to  throw  any  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  government,  but  it  ought  to 
be  remembered  by  the  committee,  that 
9,000,000/.  had  been  voted  for  the  same 
purpose  last  year,  of  which  no  account 
bad  been  given,  except  the  simple  one 
that  it  had  been  expended.  .  Ever^  body 
knew  that  the  army  extraordinaries  em- 
braced a  number  of  subjects,  of  which 
the  details  might  and  ought  to  be  given. 
But  this  9,000,000/.  it  seemed  was  gone« 
and  it  was  now  succeeded  by  a  proposition 
for  8,000,000/.  more,  which,  added  to  the 
vote  of  credit,  made  a  sum  of  above 
20,000,000/.  of  the  public  money,  of  the 
expenditure  of  which  parliament  actually 
knew  nothing  !  Was  it  decent  (he  did  not 
use  the  word  invidiously)  to  treat  the 
House  thus  ?  If,  without  giving  any  fur- 
ther information,  the  right  hoo.  gentle- 
man proceeded,  he  dared  to  say  be  would 
carry  his  point,  but  he  must .  protest 
against  the  proceeding  as  highly  indeco* 
rous.  There  was  another  point  also  on 
which  he  had  last  night  understood  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  say  he  would 
enter  into  a  detailed  statement,  namely, 
our  subsidiary  agreements  with  the  conti- 
nental powers. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  said,  ho 
had  no  other  motive  than  the  convenience 
of  the  committee  for  abstaining  from 
making  any  observations  prior  to  bis  mo- 
tion. He  was  neither  unwilling  nor  un- 
prepared to  afiTord  all  the  explanation 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  desired. 
The  honourable  gentleman  had  said  that 
tBe  sum  moved  fur  was  of  great  magni- 
tude. Certainly  it  was ;  of  so  consider- 
able magnitude,  when  combined  with  the 
votes  to  which  parliament  bad  already 
come  on  the  same  subject,  that  nothing 
but  the  extraordinary  circumstances  which 
were  in  the  recollection  of  all  who  heard 
him,  could  account  for  the  amount.  He 
had  conceived  that  it  would  be  more  con? 
venient  to  the  committee  to  abstain  from 
details  until  the  accounts  should  be  on  the 
table,  by  which  ^hey  would  be  mioately 
explained :  but  he  had  no  objection  ta 
proceed  at  present,  apd  make  a  general 
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lUlemeiit  of  the  whole.  He  repeated,  that 
when  the  great  amount  of  oar  military 
expenses  was  consideredj  nothing  could 
justify  that  expenditure  but  the  result. 
He  was  perfectly  aware,  that  unless  he 
were  able  to  shew  (as  shew  he  could  with 
perfect  ease)  that,  if  parliament  had  not 
entrusted  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  the 
mighty  means  which  had  been  confided 
to  them,  the  duke  of  Wellington  would,  at 
this  moment,  have  been  defending  the 
frontiers  of  Portugal^  and  our  allies  have 
been  pursuing  a  hopeless  war«  or  have 
inade  a  separate  and  inglorious  peace,  on 
the  Vistula  or  the  Oder,  be  should  not  be 
justified  in  proposing  ihe  vote  of  that 
evening.  But,  satisfied  as  he  was  that  the 
events  which  had  taken  place  could  be 
proved  to  be  the  results  of  the  liberality 
of  the  British  Parliament,  with  as  much 
certainty  as  any  thing  could  be  proved 
that  depended  on  the  contingency  of  hu- 
man affairs,  he  had  no  difiiculty  or  hesi- 
tation on  the  subject.  The  accounts  that 
had  been  laid  on  the  table  would  show,  that 
a  mum  nearly  amounting  to  1 9,0()0«000i. 
had  been  drawn  this  year  by  bills  on  the 
Treasury  for  Army  Extraordinaries.  He 
would  state  the  places  from  which  they 
had  proceeded,  the  amount  from  each 
place,  and  subsequently  their  objects. 
'Guernsey  and  Jersey,  24,000/. ;  Heligo- 
land, 46,000i. ;  Germany  and  the  North 
of  France,  1,411,000/.;  Spain,  Portugal, 
and  the  South  of  France,  S.d  12,000/.;  Gib- 
raltar  and  the  Mediterranean,  4,259,000/. 
The  two  latter  sums,  amounting  to  little 
less  than  13,000,000/.  were  the  immediate 
consequence  of  the  war  in  the  Peninsula. 
The  West  Indies,  889,000/.;  North  Ame- 
rica,3, 1 12,000/.;  South  America,  233,000/. 
There  were  several  other  smaller,  sums, 
making  a  total  of  18,900,000/.  It  would 
appear  by  the  papers  that  our  expenditure 
in  the  Peninsula  alotie,  including  the  sums 
drawn  from  other  quarters,  but  applied  to 
the  same  service,  during  the  year  amounted 
to  at  least  15.000,000/.  To  all  those  who 
recollected  the  situation  of  things  two 
years  ago^  nothing  could  be  more  obvious 
than  that  there  was  at  that  time  a  great 
crisis  in  the  affairs  of  Europe.  At  the 
moqnent  of  the  explosion  of  the  war  be- 
tween France  and  Russia,  it  was  clear,  that 
whoever  was  the  conqueror  would  remain 
master  of  the  destinies  of  the  world.  Had 
the  French  emperor  succeeded  in  his  de- 
sign of  subjugating  Russia,  England  would 
have  been  the  only  nation  in  the  world 
who  could  have  withstood  his  arms ;  if, 


indeed,  she  could  have  stood  alone  amidst 
the  general  ruin.  This  appeared  to  those 
who  at  the  time  were  entrusted  with  the 
conduct  of  British  policy,  a  crisis  in  which 
all  minor  considerations  must  yield  to  the 
necessity  of  a  .most  vigorous  exertion. 
Nothing  short  of  an  expenditure,  which 
might  almost  be  called  unlimited,  and 
which  was  not  calculated  upon  any  former 
experience,  was  in  fact  adequate  to  the 
occasion.  He  well  remembered  an  ex- 
pression made  use  of  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  at  that  period.  When 
be  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  in 
consequence  of  the  view  which  his  Ma- 
jesty's government  took  of  public  affairs, 
submitted  to  parliament  a  plan  of  furnish- 
ing means  of  expenditure  nearly  unlimit- 
ed, and  at  the  same  time  without  pressing 
immediately  on  the  country,  the  hon* 
gentleman  exclaimed,  "  There  are  large 
lunds  provided  ;  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall 
have  vigorous  war ;  and  I  dare  say  they 
will  all  be  expended  in  one  year/'  The 
hon.  gentleman  was  not  disappointed—* 
they  had  a  vigorous  war ;  and  the  world 
W4S  not  disappointed  in  the  consequences : 
but  in  bis  calculation  he  was  not  equally 
happy :  the  funds,  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  predicted  would  be  expended 
in  one  year,  have  been  found  sufficient  for 
three  years,  even  of  such  expenditure  as 
we  have  lately  seen.  But  to  revert  to 
his  subject:  In  1812,  soon  after  the  de» 
plorable  catastrophe,  which  had  placed 
him  in  his  present  office,  by  depriving  the 
country  of  the  seryices  of  one  of  the  most 
virtuous  and  amiable  of  men,  the  duke  of 
Wellington  wrote  to  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment, informing  them  that  he  founds 
whatever  military  force  he  possessed,  he 
could  not  extend  his  operations  without  a 
much  greater  supply  of  money.  Un- 
provided with  this,  be  must  remain  chained 
to  the  posts  which  he  then  occupied,  and 
to  a  defensive  system,  as  he  could  not  ad- 
vance to  a  distance  from  the  supplies  be 
received  by  sea ;  but  he  thought  that  if 
he  could  be  furnished  with  about  100,000/. 
a  month,  he  might  be  able  to  do  much. 
His  Majesty's  ministers  undertook  to  afford 
him  this  supply  under  any  inconvenience, 
and  at  whatever  hazard.  During  the  first 
year,  they  furnished  him  with  money  at 
about  the  rate  of  150,000/.  a  moutn.  In 
the  last  year  this  supply  was  considerably 
mcreased;  and  during  the  spring  of  the 
present  year  it  was  sometimes  carried  as 
high  as  400,000/.  or  500,000/.  a  month. 
Of  the  money  thus  remitted  from  thia 
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country  to  the  duke  of  Wellington  about 
3,300,000/.  was  in  specie,  besides  4*1 0,000/. 
in  specie  imported  from  South  America, 
(a  part  of  which,  however,  had  since  been 
sent  to  Canada)  so  that  a  sum  of  not  much 
less  than  4,000,000/.  had^  been  furnished 
in  specie  for  the  use  of  the  British  army. 
To  all  this  was  to  be  added  large  sums 
drawn  by  bills  on  the  Treasury,  which 
made  the  whole  amount  that  which  he  had 
already  stated.  The  fact  was,  that  even 
with  every  aid  that  could  be  afforded  him, 
it  required  all  the  profound  skill  and  ad- 
mirable  combination  of  our  great  com- 
mander to  eftect  a  movement  of  the  British 
army  through  a  country  so  exhausted  as 
that  in  which  it  was  to  operate,  and  to 
furnish  it  with  an  a^lequate  supply  in  hs 
march.  Having  said  so  much  of  the  exer- 
tions made  by  us  in  Spain  and  the  South 
of  France,  he  would  proceed,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  hint  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man,  to  explain  those  engagements  with 
our  allies,  to  which,  in  some  degree,  was 
attributable  the  glorious  success  of  the 
campaign  in  the  North.  Many  of  these 
engagements  had  already  received  the 
sanction  of  parliament,  as  would  appear 
hy  the  papers  on  the  table.  By  the  treaty 
of  Chaumont,  the  British  government 
agreed  to  advance  to  Austria,  Russia,  and 
Prussia,  the  sum  of  5,000,000/.  for  the 
year  1814,  if  the  war  should  last  the 
whole  year ;  if  not,  then  a  proportionate 
payment  of  two  months  was  to  be  allowed 
to  Austria  and  Prussia  after  the  signature 
of  peace,  and  of  four  months  to  Russia,  to 
assist  the  troops  of  those  nations  to  return 
to  their  respective  countries.  The  whole 
of  the  money  which  we  had  thus  stipulated 
to  pay,  had  been  discharged,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  sum  for  the  Russian  fleet,  re- 
specting which  some  difficulty  had  arisen, 
that  had  been  referred  to  the  adjustment 
of  his  noble  friend  at  Vienna.— [Mr.  Tier- 
ney  inquired  the  amount  of  that  sum.]— 
The  sum  remaining  in  doubt  was  not  very 
considerable,  about  100,000/.  more  or  less. 
To  Austria  and  Prussia  we  had  paid 
970,000/.  each,  their  proportion  for  seven 
months  of  the  third  of  the  5,000,000/. ; 
to  Russia  1,250,000/.;  to  Sweden  500,000/. 
for  five  months  subsidy  for  the  war ;  and 
300,000/.  being  three  months  allowance 
for  the  return  of  the  Swedish  troops  to 
Sweden;  10,000  Danes  bad  also  been 
labsidized,  according  to  the  treaty  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  and  150,000/.  had  been 
paid  to  Denmark  in  consequence.  By  a 
tTM^yi  long  since  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
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House,  it  was  stipulated  that  400,000/. 
should  be  received  annually  by  his  Sicilian 
majesty  to  the  end  of  the  war.  The  pro- 
portion had  been  paid.  He  had  recently 
explained  the  nature  of  our  pecuniary  en* 
gagements  with  Portugal  and  Spain.  For 
some  years  we  had  made  Portugal  a  formal 
allowance  of  2,000,000/.  annually,  partly 
paid  in  money,  and  partly  furnished  in  sap* 
plies.  Of  that  sum  we  had  paid  Portugal  the 
proper  proportion  for  the  service  of  her 
troops  in  the  present  year,  and  four  montha 
allowance  for  their  return.  With  Spain, 
we  had  no  such  regular  agreement,  but 
we  had  advanced  1,000,000/.  a  year  to  the 
aid  of  the  Spanish  armies,  of  which  we 
had  paid  Spain  her  proportion,  together 
with  the  allowance  for  the  return  of  her 
troops.  We  had  also  afforded  consider- 
able assistance  to  the  Spanish  government, 
in  advances  of  supplies,  which  it  had  been 
agreed  to  consider  as  a  loan,  for  which 
that  government  was  still  indebted  to  us. 
The  only  remaining  article  was  a  snbsi* 
diary  corps  of  15,000  Hanoverians,  placed 
originally  under  the  command  of  the 
crown  prince  of  Sweden,  and  now  garri- 
soning the  towns  of  the  Netherlands.  We 
had  only,  however,  paid  half  the  expense 
of  these  troops  since  the  month  of  Joly, 
and  even  that  would  eventually  be  repaid. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  here  recapitu- 
lated ibe  various  sums,  and  stated  that  tha 
total  was  samewhat  less  than  7,300,000/. 

Towards  the  defraying  these  subsidiary 
payments,  parliament  had  first  granted  the 
sum  of  4,200,000/.  and  afterwards  granted 
three  millions  more,  by  way  of  vote  of 
credit,  falling  only  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds  short  of  the  payments.  He  had 
entered  into  this  detail,  though  it  was  not, 
strictly  speaking,  connected  with  what 
was  more  immediately  before  the  House* 
He  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  de- 
ficiency would,  when  the  accounts  of  the 
whole  of  the  army  extraordinaries  were 
made  out  more  completely,  differ  mate- 
rially from  the  sum  which  he  had  stated 
to  them  as  arising  from  the  bills  drawa 
on  the  Treasury  alone.  It  would  be,  ha 
believed,  made  good  by  about  two  miU 
lions  more  than  the  vote  of  eight  miliiont, 
which  he  should  immediately  propose. 

Mr.  Tiemey  wished  to  know  from  tba 
right  hon.  gentleman,  whether  he  in- 
cluded the  two  millions  in  the  votes  Off 
nineteen  millions,  or  whether  it  was  to  ba 
in  addition  to  them  ? 

The  Chanceiiar  t^  the  Exchequer  said,  ba 
included  the  two  millions  in  the  nineteen 
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iniHions.  Some  further  deficiency  might  | 
perhaps  occur;  but  so  far  as  he  could 
judge,  the  further  sum  of  ten  millions 
would  be  about  equal  to  the  whole  of  the 
deficiency  of  the  army  extraordinaries. 
Having  stated  these  particulars  to  the 
House,  he  had  only  further  to  observcj 
that  howerer  extraordinary  the  result  of 
our  military  operations  had  been,  how* 
ever  much  they  had  to  congratulate  ihem« 
seWes  on  the  state  of  the  country,  and  al- 
though retrenchments  to  a  considerable 
extent  had  been  already  made,  and  would 
be  made  to  a  greater  extent  hereafter, 
yet  the  circumstances  rn  which  the  coun- 
try was  placed,  rendered  it  still  necessary 
to  call  for  fresh  exertions.  A  consider* 
able  saving  in  our  expenses  had  been  al- 
ready effected.  They  were  at  present 
two  millions  a  month  less  than  they  were 
last  year.  This  led  him  to  hope,  that 
whenever  the  unfortunate  contest  with 
America  was  brought  to  a  close,  such  a 
reduction  of  our  charges  would  take  place, 
as  would  place  our  expenses  within  our 
means.  At  present,  bowever«  the  coun- 
try must  certainly  look  for  a  continuation 
of  great  exertions.  The  House;  and  the 
public,  who  bad  borne,  for  so  many 
years,  the  extraordinary  charges  called 
for  by  the  operatioiu  which  had  led  to 
such,  great  and  glorious  results,  would  not 
sorely  forbear  to  continue  them,  when 
they  became  necessary  to  enable  them  to 
reap  the  benefit  of  the  sacrifices  they  had 
already  made :  and  they  would,  he  had 
no  doubt,  be  ready,  as  far  as  in  their 
power,  to  make  every  exertion  which  the 
situation  of  the  country  might  still  de- 
mand. 

Mr.  Tiirney  regretted  to  hear  this  call 
upon  the  country  for  fresh  exertions,  after 
the  very  great  exertions  which  they  had 
already  made.  So  far  from  the  statement 
which  they  had  heard  from  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  l>eing  at 
all  satisfactory  to  him,  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  he  would  not  vote 
for  the  sum  wanted,  without  a  more  dis- 
tinct explanation  than  that  which  had 
been  given.  The  statement  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  made  to  them, 
he  dared  to  say  was  correct  as  far  as  it 
went;  but,  without  the  necessary  docu- 
mental explanations,  he  could  not  consider 
himself  as  justified  in  giving  his  vole.  It 
would  seem  that  government  thought  they 
bad  nothing  more  to  do,  at  any  time,  than 
to  ask  for  a  grant  of  money  without  pro- 
ducing any  accounts ^  merely  because  the 


nsual  time  was  not  arrived  for  making  out 
these  accounts.    If  this  practice  were  suf- 
fered to  be  continued,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  there  would  be  an  end  to 
every  thing  like  investigation.  The  House 
now  knew  distinctly  what  the  meaning  of 
ministers  was,  when  they  called  on  them 
for  great  exertions.    This  language  had 
been  so  often  used  in  the  course  of  the  for« 
mer  war,  that  its  import  was  now  folly  ap» 
preciated.     Whenever  the  House  ventured 
to    repose    any  confidence  in  minis'ters, 
they  seemed  perfectly  disposed  to  carry 
the  power  reposed  in  them  to  the  utmost 
extent.    He  thought  that  government  had 
dealt  somewhat  unfairly  by  them;  minis- 
ters seemed  to  imagine,  that  they  might 
enter  into  any  engagements  to  any  ex-« 
tent,  without  ever  taking  the  sense  of  par« 
liament  on  the  subject;  and  that  these  en* 
gagements  would  be  afterwards  ratified  as 
things  of  course  by  the  House,  although 
it  had  never  had  an  opportunity  of  know- 
ing, previously,  any  thing  of  the  matter: 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  might  have  \a* 
formed  the  House  of  all  those  particulars 
which  he  had  communicated  to  them  that 
night,  before  the  end  of  last  seuion  ;  for, 
as  far  as  he  could  collect  from  the  dates 
detailed  to  them,  there  was  nothing  which 
was  not  known  before  the  30th  of  July; 
In  return  for    the   confidence  placed  in 
government  by  the  House,  they  thought 
they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  lead  theni 
on  in  the  dark,  and  to  act  exactly  as  they 
pleased.     When  the  necessity  for  making 
greater  exertions  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  in  the  Peninsula  had  been  formerly 
suggested,  and  when  a  noble  lord  retired 
from  his  situation  in  the  government,  be- 
cause the  war  was  not  prosecuted  on  a 
sufiiciently  extensive  scale,  ministers  then 
contended,  that  it  was  impossible  to  \n^ 
crease  the  expenditure  ;  and  yet,  without 
the  knowledge  of  parliament,  ministers 
had  now  embarked  on  a  sea  of  expenses. 
As  a  member  of  parliament,  it  was  utterly 
impossible  for  him  to  vote  a  sum  of  this 
magnitude,  without  knowing  better  why 
he  was  voting  it.    The  House  seemed  now 
but  too  much  disposed  to  vote  enormous 
sums  of  money  as  mere  matters  of  course. 
When  he  first  caipe  into  that  House  as  m 
member   of   parliament,    more  ado  waa 
made  on  Mr.  Pitt's  proposing  five  or  six 
hundred  thousand  pounds,  than  now,  when 
they  were  asked  for  15  or  20  millions. 
He  had  the  less  hesitation  in  opposing  the 
present  vote,  as,  by  so  doing,  he  could  no 
longer  be  said  to  interfere  with  the  pro- 
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gress  of  the  war.  It  could  Dot  be  now 
urged « that  by  opposing  miniiters,  he  w^i 
paUying  goTernment — that  we  were  now 
in  a  great  and  momentous  crisis.  Tl^e 
crisis  was  now  determined.  Ministers, 
however,  thought  they  had  only  to  say, 
"  we  want  eight  millions  at  present;  there 
is  no  occasion  for  asking  any  further  ques- 
tions about  it  now,  yoq  ^hsdl  have  an  op- 
portunity of  talking  when  we  want  two 
millions  more  by-and-bye,  and  you  ought 
to  vote  without  farther  information  than 
what  has  been  given  to  you/'  He  was 
ready  to  say,  that  he  had  no  doubt  the 
right  hon.  the  Cbaficellor  of  tlie  Exche- 
quer had  given  them  all  th^  information 
ia  his  power ;  but'  be  wished  a  more  de- 
tailed statement  than  that  which  he  had 
received.  This  matter  ought  to  be  tho- 
roughly investigated  by  the  cQmmi^e^r 
How*  he  wopld  a^k,  were  we  to  go  on 
with  the  American  war  ?  They  had  got 
the  alarming  word  *  great  exertions ;'  this 
was  a  very  vague  expression :  what  one 
might  think  v^ry  handsome,  another 
might  view  in  a  very  different  light..  Mi- 
nisters though^  be):aase  they  called  for 
money  before  Christmas,  and  the  time 
was  not  arrived  for  ipaking  out  |iie  public 
aecounts,  that  the  House  must  at  once 
vote  the  money.  ^Before,  however,  he 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  entering  into  % 
critical  examinatioi\  of  the  grovAds  on 
which  ministers  demanded  this  sum,  he 
could  not  consent  to  give  his  Vote  for  it. 
The  House  must  be  infatuated,  if»  with 
the  prospect  of  another  war  before  them, 
they  continued  to  repose  this  sort  of  unli- 
mited confidence  in  ministers.  Either 
from  error,  or  a  love  of  concealment,  they 
had  kept  the  House  completely  in  the 
dark ;«— they  might  have  given  the  whole 
of  the  information  of  this  night,  before  the 
close  of  last  sessiop.  He  understood  from 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  75,000  men 
ought  to  be  kept  up  on  the  continent;  he 
understood  also  that  a  certain  quantity. of 
troops  were  to  be  kept  up ;  but  then  he 
did  not  understand  i(  the  troops  kept  up 
were  partly  to  be  composed  of  Hanove- 
rians.—['  Yes,'  from  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  across  the  table.]  Why, 
then,  be  was  to  understand  that  they  did— 
then  the  15,000  Hanoverian  troops  were 
not  to  be  paid  by  this  government,  but  by 
Hanover. 

The  Chancellor  of  ilte  Exchequir  said, 
that  one  half  of  the  expense  of  these 
troops  was  only  to  be  advanced  by  this 
country,  and  that  half  was  afterwards  to 
be  repaid. 
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Mr.  Tiemty  asked  what  security  they 
))ad  for  the  repayment  f   The  right  boa. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  not  con- 
tented with  asking  him  to  place  confidence 
in    himself,    now  wished  him  to   place 
confidence  in  the  Chancellor  of  the  Hano* 
verian  Exchequer  also.     So  then,  under 
this  blessed  treaty,  until  the  repartition  of 
Europe  was  completed,  Hanover,  which 
had  been  made  a  kingdom,  and  was  to 
gain  a  great  accession  of  territory,  was  to 
have  the  whole  of  the  benefit  without 
being  at  any  of  the  expense.    In  order 
that  Hanover  should  be  made  a  kingdom 
and  gain  an  accession  of  territory,  Eng- 
land was  to  pay  for  it.    Did  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  mean  to  say  that  Hanover  had 
no  funds  of  its  own  ?  If  he  was  rightly  in- 
formed,  there  was  a,  considerable  sum 
standing  in  this  country  in  the  name  of 
the  Regency  of  Hanover.    Did  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  mean  to  say,  then,  that  all 
this  expense  w^  to  be  borne  by  this 
country    for    Hanover?    Every   farthing 
which  was  now  voted  must  be  supplied  by- 
direct  taxes ;    for  the  House  were  very 
much  mistaken,  indeed,  if  they  supposed 
that  every  farthing  which  they  voted  had 
not  to  be  made  good  in  that  way.    Han- 
over was  to  be  the  gainer,  but  England 
the  payer.    Every  expense. of  every  state 
whatever,   was,  one   would   think,  to  be 
borne  by  this  country.     If  Russia  chose 
to  send  her  ships  of  war  here,  we  were  to 
pay  her  for  her  men  of  war  remaining  in 
our  harbours.     He  would  ask  (he  House, 
if  the  time  did  not  seem  to  be  now  arrived, 
when  it  became  necessary  to  watch  with 
the  utmost  vigilance  over  our  future  ex- 
penditure ?  He  only  asked  the  House  to 
suspend  payment  of  the  sums  demanded 
from  them  till  they  had  the  proper  doco^ 
ments,  because,  if  they  4id  riot  act  in  this 
manner,  they  would  have  no  check  for  im- 
proper payments  in  future.    With  respect 
to  the  present  vote  he  should  observe,  that 
he  conceived  the  bills  drawn  on  the  Trea- 
sury formed  the  smallest  part  of  the  army 
extraordinaries.    He  wished  to  ask,  there- 
fore, if  the  whole  of  the  army  extraor- 
dinaries were  included  in  the  sum  of  19 
millions,  the  sum  now  on  the  table,  and  if 
this  included  all   payments  whatever  to 
the  troops?    [The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer answered  across  the  table  in  the 
affirmative.]    Then  he  was  to  understand 
that  this  included  every  thing  tbut  had 
been   incurred  up  to  the  period  he  was 
sjpeaking.    He  was  glad  that  was  the  case. 
The  House  seemed  to  hear  demands  of 
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minions  made  upon  Ihem  with  a  com- 
placency which  shewed  that  they  were 
great  lovers  of  their  country :  on  this 
subject  their  nerves  seemed  to  be  stroog 
enough  for  any  thing.  All  he  asked  was, 
that  they  would  not  vote  that  money  away 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  encourage  repeti- 
tion of  what  they  had  witnessed.  To 
shew  their,  confidence  in  ministersi  the 
House  gave  them  a  vote  of  credit,  beyond 
which  (bey  had  no  right  to  pay  one  single 
sixpence  without  receiving  the  approba- 
tion of  parliament.  During  the  last  session 
of  parliament,  ministers  knew  they  were 
going  on  in  a  career  which  would  lead  to 
a  great  excess  over  the  vote  of  credit,  and 
yet  they  had  kept  parliament  entirely  in 
the  dark.  Though  peace  had  been  the 
result  of  the  operations  in  which  the 
country  was  embarked,  yet  that  was  no 
reason  why  he  should  ask  no  questions 
respecting  the  manner  in  which  the  ex- 
penditure was  incurred.  He  would  contend 
that  there  would  be  an  end  of  all.  the 
functions  of  parliament,  if  they  agreed  to 
vote  this  eight  millions  without  inquiring 
further  for  what  they  Were  voting.' 

The  Ckancelhr  of  the  Rxchegner  said,  he 
conceived  the  sums  now  asked,  with  those 
formerly  voted,  would  be  sufficient  to 
cover  every  head  of  Army  Extraordinaries. 
Having  given  an  answer  to  what  he  might, 
he  hoped  without  ofience,  call  the  per- 
tinent part  of  the  speech  of  the  right  bon. 
gentleman,  he  would  next  notice  some 
other  particulars  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had,  in  his  opinion,  alluded  to 
with  less  propriety.  He  had  said,  that  it 
was  extraordinary  parliament  should  be 
now  called  to  make  good  what  was  not 
communicated  to  them  during  the  last 
session,  although  then  known  to  ministers. 
Now,  he  would  say  that  every  one  of  the 
measures  adopted  by  ministers  had  been 
previously  communicated  to  parliament, 
and  had  received  their  sanction,  except 
that  small  portion  of  them  which  related 
to  Hanover.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
teemed  to  think  it  no  excuse  for  the  Trea- 
sury that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  do 
otherwise  than  they  did. 

Mr.  TVrm^said,  it  might  be  impossible 
for  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  account 
for  the  whole  of  the  10  millions  at  the 
present  moment,  but  it  was  not  impossible 
K>r  him  to  give  an  account  of  a  certain 
proportion  of  it. 

The  Ckancellar  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  what  he  asked  was  to  have  the  arrear 
already    incnrrcd   defrayed.      Whether 
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this  money  should  be  accounted  for  satis/ 
factorily  or  not,  it  must  be  defrayed  at 
the  public  expense.  He  trusteil  that 
they  would  be  able  to  account  satisfac- 
torily for  every  farthing  intrusted  to  them  ; 
but  at  all  events,  whatever  censure  might 
fall  on  themselves,  the  burden  would  not 
the  less  fall  on  the  public.  The  question 
of  merit  or  demerit  was  still  open  to  the 
House.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
asked  why  Hanover  did  not  pay  her  own 
troops  ?  The  fact  was,  that  we  employed 
Hanoverian  troops  exactly  in  the  same 
manner  as  we  employed  any  other  sub- 
sidiary troops,  for  our  own  purposes^  and 
not  for  the  purposes  of  the  government  of 
Hanover.  Hanover  would  undoubtedly 
pay  its  own  forces,  when  its  own  interest 
was  concerned.  No  states  but  the  four 
great  powers  were  called  on  to  make  any 
exertions  for  the  maintenance  of  such  a 
force  as  was  thought  adeauate  for  the 
common  purpose.  Had  Hanover  been 
called  on  to  produce  its  contingent,  it 
would  no  douDt  have  done  so ;  but  it  had 
no  more  been  called  on  than  many  other 
powers;  some  of  which,  as  Bavaria  for 
mstance,  were  much  more  able  than  Han- 
over to  keep  up  a  large  military  establish- 
ment. He  thought  he  had  already  suffi- 
ciently explained  the  reason  why  Hanover 
was  made  a  kingdom.  This  was  a  point 
with  which  this  country  had  no  concern 
whatever.  The  resolution  was  taken 
without  consulting  this  country,  or  any  of 
his  Majesty's  advisers  here.  The  resolu- 
tion was  formed  by  the  principal  powers 
of  Germany,  as  it  was  thought  the  titles  of 
electors  could  no  longer  be  retained  with 
any  degree  of  propriety.  Sorely,  when 
there  was  no  longer  any  emperor  to  elect, 
there  could  be  no  use  tor  electors  |  Whe- 
ther the  powers  of  Germany  chose  tb  be 
called  grand  dukes  or  kings,  or  by  any 
other  title,  this  country  had  no  concern 
with  it:  this  much  with  respect  to  the 
point  of  Hanover.  He  was  rather  a  little 
surprised  to  hear  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
speak  in  the  way  he  did  about  the  Russian 
ships  which  had  been  in  our  harbours, 
and  had  co-operated  with  our  own  navy. 
This  country  had  been  so  struck  with  the 
confidence  reposed  in  us  by  Russia,  of 
placing  its  fleet  at  our  disposal  at  the  time 
it  took  place,  that  he  believed  there  was 
no  sum  which  we  would  pay  with  greater 
pleasure  than  that  which  was  demanded 
for  the  Russian  fleet. 

Mr.  Baring  thought,  that  if  Hanover  was 
to  acquire  considerable  acGesaions«   she 
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ought  to  contribute  to  the  expense  of  the 
acquisition.  But  he  wished  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject  more 
immediately  before  them,  the  army  ex- 
txaordinaries.  Here,  he  confessed,  it  would 
not  much  aid  his  purpose,  even  if  he  had 
the  details  which  his  right  hon.  friend 
bad  asked  for ;  for  when  they  did  come, 
they  were  always  so  liitle  satisfactory, 
and  so  insuflScient  for  any  purpose  of  ex- 
planation, that  it  was  almost  immaterial 
when  they  were  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  They  would  merely  shew  that 
there  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Commissary 
Sach-a-one  bills  for  so  many  millions  on 
the  Treasury,  and  so  many  by  another ; 
but  the  House  were  never  acquainted  with 
the  real  nature  of  the  expenditure.  A 
great  many  sums,  for  instance,  were  drawn 
in  the  Mediterranean  which  were  ex- 
pended in  Spain,  the  place  from  which 
the  bills  were  drawn  throwing  thus  no 
light  on  the  place  or  nature  of  the  expen- 
diture. Not  only  were  the  House  unac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  expen- 
diture, but  he  would  venture  to  say  that 
his  Majesty's  ministers  were  themselves 
unacquainted  with  it ;  for  no  man,  he 
believed,  in  any  department  under  go- 
vernment, knew  any  more  than  the 
House,  when  they  were  told  that  so  much 
was  drawn  in  one  quarter,  and  so  much  in 
another.  The  fact  was,  that  no  account  of 
military  expenditure  since  1807  had  been 
audited.  There  was  not  only  no  account 
before  this  House,  but  there  was  no  ac- 
count before  any  department  of  govern- 
ment, of  any  expenditure  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, the  Peninsula,  or  America,  for 
the  last  seven  or  eight  years,  which  was 
audited.— [Hear  1  from  the  ministerial 
bench.]  He  was  happy  to  hear  the  cheer- 
ing of  the  gentlemen  opposite,  as  he  trust- 
ed they  would  be  able  to  afford  the  ex- 
planation which  he  wanted  ;  and  it  was 
bis  intention,  therefore,  to  move  for  these 
accounts  up  to  the  period  when  they  were 
audited.  He  thought  he  might  venture 
to  say,  that  not  one  account  of  the  expen- 
diture in  the  Peninsula  was  audited.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  at  the  head  of  the 
finances  was  possessed  of  as  little  infor- 
mation as  the  House.  He  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  enormous 
abuses  in  the  expenditure  in  the  Penin- 
sula. He  alluded  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  expenditure  was  made  in  the  Penin- 
aula.  It  was  true  the  results  had  been 
great,  but  the  country  were  not  to  consider 
those  results  alone*  or  the  hero  who  was 
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so  justly  the  pride  of  the  country*    It  was 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  stand  between 
the  examination   of  these  accounts   and 
abuses.      The  House  'should  rather   feel 
themselves  under  a  necessity  of  guarding 
against  any  impressions  of  that  kind*     It 
was  not  to  that  great  man,  however,  bat 
to  the  conduct  of  the  persons  under  whose 
care  the  commissariat  was  placed,  that  he 
objected  to  it.  The  supplies  were  furnished 
in  different  parts  of  Spain,  principally  by 
muleteers,  and  persons  of  a  similar  de- 
scription, who  provided  cattle  and  mules 
for  transport  and  otherwise ;  and  they  were 
paid  in  this  manner:     they  received   a 
certificate  of  the  service,  stating  that  so 
much   had  been  performed,  and  that  so 
much  was  due   to  them.     This  was  the 
manner. in  which  ail  payments  were  made. 
Now   let   any   gentleman   suppose,  if  a 
Spanish  army  was  in  the  midst  of  the 
mountains  of   Wales,  and   was   to  give 
Spanish  certificates  to  the  Welsh  moun- 
taineers for  what  was  furnished  to  them« 
and  consider  what  the  consequence  would 
be.     The  certificates  were  sold  at  a  dis- 
count of  from  50  to  60  per  cent.    If  the 
House  were  to  appoint  a  committee  to  exa- 
mine  into  this  matter,  they  would  find 
that  the  persons  furnishing  had  not  re* 
ceived  more  than  one  third  of  what  was 
paid  by  the  public.    The  real  nature  of 
the  transaction  was  this;  the  commissaries, 
or  their  friends,  paid  the  certificates:   a 
certain  description  of  sharks  followed  the 
army,  who  bought  up  this  paper  from  these 
poor  fellows.    Enormous  fortunes  had  in 
this  way  been  made  in  Spain.     If  a  com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
this,  it  would  be  found  that  he  was  not 
overstating  the  discount,  when  he  called 
it  SO  per  cent.     He  had  seen  a  letter  in 
which  it  was  stated  at  55  per  cent.     On 
the  2Sth  of  October  last,  it  was  at  25  per 
cent. ;  and  the  commissary  paper  at  Lisbon 
at  8  and  9/.  per  cent,  discount.   He  would 
put  it  to  the  Committee,  what  any  govern- 
ment could  be  about,  when,  year  after  year, 
they  suffered  things  to  go  on  in  this  manner, 
and   allow  the  public  money  to  be  so 
squandered  away.    He  knew  it  would  be 
said,  there  was  a  difficulty  of  procuring 
specie ;  but  if  specie  had  been  procured 
at  Lisbon,  or  any  where  else,  the  people 
would  have  given  for  one-third  of  a  dollar 
what  the  country  would  have  to  pay  a 
dollar  for.  The  Committee  would  observe, 
that  it  was  the  system  itvelf  which  occa- 
sioned the  difficulties.    Ten  millions  were 
paid  for  what  could  have  been  obtained 
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for  foor  or  five  millions.     Even  now,  with 
the   meani  of  getting  as  mach  specie  as 
could  be  wished  for,  as,  for  the  last  twelve 
months,  it  bad  been  nearly  at  par,  and 
there   was  a  gr^at  demand   for  bills  on 
Cadis,  Lisbon  and  Gibraltar,  this  practice 
was   continued,  and  the  paper  was  at  a 
great  discount.     Every  practice  had  been 
resorted  to  to  check  this  currency  paper, 
and  to  vilify  it.     He  never  had   had  any 
concern  with  it  himself,  but  he  had  seen  a 
letter  from  a  person  engaged  in  carrying 
on  this  business,  stating  that  he  could  buy 
this  paper  at  30,  28  and  27/.  per  cent,  dis- 
count ;  but  it  was  so  hazardous  a  matter^ 
that  be  did  not  like  to  engage  deeply  in 
it.    There  were  many  forgeries,  and  there 
were  no  means  of  carrying  the  paper  to 
persons  in  office  for  the  purpose  of  being 
verified.     The  public  thus  suffered  all  the 
effects  of  a  depreciation  arising  from  this 
cause,  for  a  want  of  appointing  proper 
offices  for  verification.     At  Bourdeaux  the 
discount  upon  go?ernment  paper  was  also 
great ;  and  it  was  the  general  persuasion  of 
of  all  persons  acquainted  with  the  subject^ 
that  great  fortunes  must  have  been  made 
io  the  way  he  had  described  :    he  could 
quote  no  particular  instances;   but  from 
the  nature  of  the  transactions,  and  from 
the  dispositions  of  men,  it  must  inevitably 
be  so.    Where  there  were  the  means  of 
obtaining  money,  the  opportunity  would 
not  be  lost.  The  fault  was,  that  the  ageoU 
of  government  did  not  procure  specie  at 
Lisbon,  Cadiz,  or  some  other  large  cities, 
at  a  discount  certainly,  but  not  so  eoormons 
as  under  the  mode  that  had  been  adopted, 
and  with  the  additional  secnrity,  that  those 
Into  whose  hands  the  bills  passed  woold 
be  aware  of  their  value.  Ignorant  peasants 
and  muleteers,  who  could  not  read,  were 
not  very  good  judges  of  the  actaal  worth 
of  a  bill  upon  the  British  Treasury*      It 
was  obvious,  that  at  some  time  or  other  the 
House  must  appoint  a  committee;  and 
when  it  was  nominated,  Mr.  Baring  said 
he  would  undertake  to  establish  in  evi- 
dence all  that  he  had  stated.    Of  the  dif. 
ficulty  of  examining  the  accounts  in  a  sa- 
tisfactory manner,  after  so  long  a  period 
bad  elapsed,  he  spoke  at  some  length,  and 
observed,  under  such  a  system  it  was  not 
n  matter  of  surprise  that  government  should 
be  imposed  upon.     Yet  the  same  thing 
was  now  going  on  in  America.  He  thought 
it  might  be  expedient  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee  to  audit  the  accounts   annually. 
The  war  in  Spain  had  commenced  in  1808, 
ttnd  it  was  not  till  1813  that  a  person  was 
(  VOL.  X2UX. ) 


sent  out  to  audit  the  accounts.  The  indi- 
vidual sent  was  a  very  respectable  man, 
but  he  believed  not  very  fit  for  the  busi- 
ness which  he  was  directed  to  perform. 
He  had  understood  the  commissaries  in 
the  Peninsula  had  refused  to  give  in  their 
accounts  to  him,  and  that  he  found  it  not 
only  difficult,  but  impossible  to  bring  them 
to  book.  While  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
exhorted  them  to  look  the  expenditure  of 
the  country  boldly *in  the  face,  he  hoped 
he  would  look  these  genfleftien  in  the  face, 
and  that  he,  or  at  I^Ml  ^%^  House,  would 
see  their  accounts  cl^B]^(;;cami«ad. 

Mr.  Gorth^  w'lsht^ot^W  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  a  point  in^  which  the 
honour  and  character  of  the  nation  were 
concerned.  The  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  theExcheguer  had  asserted  in  His  speech 
that  this  country  was  now  paying  half 
the  war  subsidy  to  Sicily,  in  consideration 
of  her  still  being  at  war  with  Naples. 
Was  not  Great  Britain  in  a  state  of  amity 
with  that  kingdom;  and  if  so,  upon  what 
system  of  policy  was  it  that  she  was  to 
pay  a  subsidy  to  Sicily,  to  carry  on  hosti- 
lities with  a  power  with  whom  she  herself 
was  at  peace  ?  This  contradiction  required 
some  explanation.  It  seemed  indeed  as 
if  Ministers  were  very  anxious  to  get  rid 
of  the  public  money,  when  tbey  squan* 
dered  it  on  such  paradoxical  schemes. 

The  Ckanedior  <f  ihe  Exchequer  replied,' 
tbat  the  part  of  the  subsidy  in  ques- 
tion was  not  paid  merely  in  conside* 
ration  of  her  being  at  war  with  Naplesj  but 
in  consequence  of  an  agreement  to  con- 
tinue the  payment  of  half  the  subsidy 
stipulated  by  treaty,  until  the  Congress  of 
Vienna  should  fix  the  extent  of  the  domi- 
nion of  the  kingdom  of  Sicily.  With  re- 
spect to  the  suggestion  of  the  necessity  of 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  audit 
public  accounts,  if  a  committee  could  have 
pointed  out  the  proper  remedy,  it  would 
long  ago  have  been  adopted.  Mr.  Pitt, 
the  Speaker,  the  marquis  of  Lansdowne, 
and  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Bankes],  had  all  given  unwearied  attention 
to  this  subject,  but  none  had  been  able  to 
remedy  the  evil.  He  did  not  think  that 
in  the  present  instsnce  there  was  much  to 
meet  complaint,  for  three  of  the  commis- 
saries general  had .  already  transmitted 
their  accounts  to  England,  and  the  fourth 
had  sent  them  to  the  auditor  in  the  Penin* 
sols,  appointed  to  examine  commissariat 
accounts  upon  the  spoL  He  was  well 
aware  that  great  frauds  might  have  been 
committed  under  the  appeacance  of  rega<* 
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lar  vouchers;  but  no  pains  bad  been  spared 
to  detect  ibt'Oi,  and  where  suspiciou  ex- 
isted, to  sift  I  be  subject  tborougbly. 
Whatever  opinion  the  hon.  gentleman 
might  entertain  of  the  persons  forming  the 
commissariat  department,  the  country  was 
undoubtedly  greatly  indebted  to  such  of 
them  as  discharged  iheir  duty  with  dili« 
gence  and  fidelity.  Guilt  might  be  found 
perhaps  among  them^  but  it  was  not  fair 
lo  make  them  all  objects  of  suspicion  ;  he 
was  sure  that  qnanf  would  willingly  lend 
Iheir  aid  to  **riy*hi  8^'h  of  truth  from 
falsehoqil^  andJ^^Bparaf^  the  innocent 
from  the  guilty^^^ffe  hon«  gentleman  did 
not  seem  ta  be  aWare  of  the  great  diffi- 
culty of  obtaining  specie  at  all  times,  and 
in  all  situations :  it  was  found  inevitaby 
necessary  to  resort  to  some  negociable 
government  paper,  although  the  agents 
bad  been  strictly  charged  to  lose  no  op- 
portunity of  procuring  the  more  substan- 
tial substitute.  To  this  country  one  of 
the  most  satisfactory  parts  of  the  great 
result  was,  that  the  exchange  had  pf  late 
been  constantly  improving ;  nothing 
could  more  strongly  prove  the  invincible 
Tigour  and  activity  of  British  commerce, 
•ven  under  all  the  disadvantages  resulting 
from  a  considerable  part  of  our  popular 
tion  having  left  this  country  for  France* 
on  excursions  of  pleasure,  as  well  as  from 
the  great  expenditure  of  the  government 
In  the  contest  with  America,  there  was  at 
least  one  satisfaction,  that  this  issue  of 
government  paper,  so  much  com  plained 
of,  need  not  take  place,  since  we  could 
procure  a  quantity  of  specie  adequate  to 
the  wants  of  oar  army.  There  yet  re- 
mained duo  on  account  of  the  Spanish 
war,  between  7  and  8  millions  of  dollars,  so 
far  as  appeared  by  the  last  estimates  trans- 
mitted, but  which  might  prove  incom- 
plete. 

Mr.  Baring  again  asserted,  that  the 
mode  of  payment  in  the  Peninsula  had 
opened  a  wide  door  for  plunder  and  pecu- 
lation. The  way  a  commissary  could 
avail  himself  of  this  was  plain«  Having 
hired  mules  at  a  dollar  per  day,  it  was  easy 
to  send  a  man  to  purchase  the  certificates 
of  service  with  which  th«  owner  of 
them  was  paid.  This,  in  most  cases,  could 
be  effected  for  about  one- third  of  their 
Talue ;  and  the  commissary  would  have  a 
good  document  to  shew,  one  that  he  (Mr* 
Baring)  dared  to  say  would  not  be  scrupled 
at  Somerset- bouse.  This  gentleman,  poe- 
aeaaed  of  these  vouchers,  might  sit  down 
ia  any  county  of  England^  with  a  fortune 
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of  half  a  million,  and  still  be  conaidered 
one  of  ihose  immaculately  virtuoua  cha* 
racters  to  whom  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  alluded.     He  meant  to  reflect  on  no 
individual,  and  was  anxious  not  to  appear 
to  do  so  on  sir  R.  Kennedy,  a  gentleman 
whom  he  welt  knew,  and  ktieW  to  be  a 
man  of   unblemished    honour ;    but  be 
thought  it  would  be  prudent  in  miniaters 
to  make  the  gentlemen  of  the  commissariat 
give  in  their  accounts  before  they  made 
them    knights  and  baronets.     He  again 
contended,  that  none  of  the  accounts  con- 
nected with  the  war  on  the  Peninsula  had 
been  passed.    This  dilatoriness  he  con- 
trasted with  the  promptitude  which  marked 
the  East  India  Company's  system;  they 
had  the  accounts  of  the  expenditure   in 
their  Indian  wars  investigated  and  settled 
with  the  utmost  correctness  and  regula- 
rity.    As  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
treated  the  House  with  a  quotation  from 
Mr.  Burke,  he  would  give  him  one  in  re* 
turn.     Speaking  of  the  system  of  auditing 
public  accounts,  he  said—*'  I  would  as 
soon  think  of  attacking  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown  as  the  officers  of  the  Treasury, 
by  introducing  any  rational  mode  of  au- 
diting <he  public  accounts."     The  whole 
difficulty  arose  from  the  opposition  made 
by  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  secure 
their  trumpery  fees. 

Mr.  Bose  entered  into  a  short  history  of 
what  had  been  done  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  at  a  sabseqoeDt 
period,  to  facilitate  the  passing  of  tha 
public  accounts.  The  first  act  on  the 
subject  he  introduced  under  the  atispicet 
of  Mr.  Pitt;  but,  as  the  two  auditors  who 
were  appointed  under  it  had  not  sufficient 
power,  the  S4th  of  the  King  was  passed, 
which  provided  for  a  detailed  ezamina* 
tion  of  accounts.  Under  that  act,  a  por« 
tion  of  the  accounts  of  the  American  war, 
which  bad  not  been  ^investigated,  was 
audited  ;  and  certain  great  military  cha« 
racters,  who  held  civil  situations  in  Ame- 
rica, were  obliged  to  give  up  very  large 
sums,  which,  otherwise,  they  would  have 
kept  in  their  own  pockets.  This  act  had 
since  been  amended;  and  he  believed  it 
would  be  found  very  difficult  to  auggesi 
any  further  improvement*  If  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  done  so,  and  his  representa- 
tion had  not  been  attended  to,  he  would  have 
had  a  reason  for  complaint,  which  he 
could  not  now  adduce.  A  proper  provi- 
sion was  made  for  the  pereons  in  the  com* 
mlssariat  department.  The  commissary- 
general  waa  allowed  5(,  a  day,  and  ratired  on 
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half'pay  ;  and  at  the  time  the  increase  of 
talary  took  place*  he  fold  the  gentlemen, 
(a«  he  bad  sworn  afterwards  on  a  trial  in  the 
court  of  King's- bench}*-*'  Here  is  a  fair 
remaneration  for  yoo,  and  if  you  put  one 
pound  beyond  it  in  your  pockets,  I  hope  I 
shall  see  a  halter  put  about  your  necks,  or 
witness  your  punishment  in  the  most  exem- 
plary manner/'  There  was  no  protection 
afiRmled  to  persons  who  acted  fraodu> 
lently,  as  the  hon.  gentleman  insinuated. 
Wherever  a  peculator  was  discovered,  he 
was  prasecoted ;  and  where  accounts  ap* 
peared  to  be  of  a  very  intricate  nature, 
auditors  were  sent  out  to  examine  them 
on  the  spot.  The  honourable  gentleman 
must  himself  know,  that  the  accounts 
of  Mr*  Wiggieaworth,  who  had  been  sent 
out  to  St.  Domingo,  were  thus  inspected 
by  a  relation  of  his  own ;  auditors  bad  in 
like  manner  been  sent  to  different  parts  of 
the  West  Indies,  and  to  the  Peninsula. 
The  general  reflections  of  the  hon,  gen* 
tleman  were  perfiectly  unfair.  If  he  knew 
any  case  that  called  for  severity,  let  him 
state  it  distinctly,  and  it  would  be  at* 
tended  to. 

Mr.  Baring  acknowledged  that  Mr. 
Wiggiesworth's  accounts  were  correctly 
settled  ;  but  nine  or  ten  years  had  elapsed 
first,  and  they  ought  to  have  been  audited 
in  as  many  days.  The  accounts  of  the 
late  sir  Brook  Watson,  than  whom  a  more 
upriffht  man  did  not  exist,  were  not  au- 
dited at  the  present  day.  It  was  this 
system  of  procrastination  of  which  he 
complained.  In  no  country  in  the  world 
was  business  of  this  kind  carried  on  in  so 
slovenly  a  manner ;  and  it  was  by  sub- 
mitting to  it  that  plundering  and  pecula- 
tion were  encouraged. 

Mr.  Bankei,  after  eulogising  the  exer- 
tions of  the  committee  of  national  ex- 
penditure, proceeded  to  observci  that 
the  auditors  of  the  public  accounts  were 
embarrassed  by  the  old  forms  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. He  had  represented  this  incon- 
venience to  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Rose),  and  proposed  that  the  public  ac- 
counts should  be  carried  on  in  the  same 
Ittode  that  was  adopted  by  the  first  mer- 
cantile houses;  but  his  suggestion  was 
not  attended  to. 

Mr.  Rate  observed,  that  the  old  forms 
of  the  Exchequer  could  not  embarrass  the 
aoditors  since  the  public  accounts  passed 
the  Exchequer  before  they  were  exa*- 
mined  by  those  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Pomonby  ob%erved,  that  the  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 


seemed  to  take  credit  to  himself  for  de- 
manding only  eight  millions.  Now,  be 
wouki  ask,  supposing,  when  he  went  out 
of  the  House,  he  was  required  to  state  for 
what  this  sum  was  required,  what  annwer 
could  he  give?  Was  there  a  man  among 
them,  except  the  right  hon*  gentleman 
himself,  who  could  give  any  more  specific 
reply  than  that  it  was  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  army  ?  Would  this  be  satisfactory ; 
or,  would  not  their  constituents  require  to 
be  put  a  little  in  possession  of  the  manner 
in  which  this  enormous  sum  was  to  be  ex- 
pended ?  For  his  own  part,  he  considered 
it  highly  expedient  that  the  increasing 
expenses  of  the  army  should  be  brought 
under  the  view  of  the  House  with  as  little 
delav  as  possible,  and  in  auch  a  shape  as 
to  admit  of  a  clear  and  satisfactory  expla- 
nation. Without  this,  it  was  impossible 
to  put  bounds  to  those  excessive  disbarse- 
ments  which  had  of  late  taken  place.  He 
held  a  paper  in  his  hand,  upon  which  he 
was  desirous  of  putting  a  question  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman ;  he  alluded  to  an 
additional  article  in  the  treaty  with  Swe- 
den, which  purposed  to  bear  date  Oc- 
tober 22,  1813,  now  nearly  thirteen 
months  ago,  and  yei  this  document  had 
not  been  put  into  the  possession  of  parlia- 
ment till  within  the  last  two  or  three  days. 
He  wished  to  know  in  what  manner  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  could  account  for 
this  extraordinary  delay.  And  so  with 
regard  to  another  treaty  ;  he  alluded  to 
the  supplement  to  the  treaty  of  Chao- 
mont.  This  bore  date  the  2Srd  of  June, 
and  ahhough  the  House  sat  till  the  30th 
of  July,  no  intimation  upon  the  subject 
had  been  given  to  them :  they  had  never 
heard  a  word  of  it,  as  if  his  Majesty's 
ministers  were  emulous  t<vpostpone  giving 
to  the  House  that  information,  which,  for 
every  reason,  it  was  important  they  should 
receive,  till  the  latest  possible  period. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman,  no  doubt, 
would  be  able  to  satisfy  the  House  on 
these  topics.  It  was  with  extreme  diffi- 
culty that  he  oould  vote  for  granting  such 
a  sum  as  eight  millions,  without  knowing 
Any  thing  of  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  intended,  beyond  the  fact  that  it  was 
for  military  expenses.  He  did  not  mean 
to  cast  any  reflection  upon  the  right  hon« 
gentleman  \  indeed,  he  knew  not  how  he 
was  to  cast  reflection,  when  he  was  in 
total  ignorance  of  the  way  in  which  the 
disbursements  were  to  be  made ;  neither  ^ 
could  he  praise  the  public  olhcers,  inas* 
mnch  as  he  knew  not  whether  they  had 
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done  well  or  ill.     He  would  be  gUd  to 
knawr  what    the    right    hon.   geatleman 
xneant  by  the  growing  expenses  of  the 
military  service,  of  which  he  bad  spoken? 
Did  he  allude' to  the  military  ty stem,  as 
it  DOW  existed,  or  to  the  war  that  had 
gone  by  ?    If  he  meant  the  military  now 
on  foot,  the  proposition  was  somewhat  in* 
telligible ;  but  if  he  referred  to  expenses 
arising  out  of  past  events,  there  was  no 
forming  an  idea  of  their  magnitude.  There 
was  one  other  head  upon  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  touched,  which  he 
could  not  but  consider  extraordinary :  be 
alluded  to  the  subsidy,  in  money,  now  paid 
to  the  king  of  Sicily.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  said,  that  we  were  bound  to 
pay  this  money,  because  Sicily  was  not 
now  at  peace.    This  was  certainly  a  novel 
doctrine.     What,  then,  because  the  king 
of  Sicily  chose  to  be  at  war,  perhaps  with 
our  nearest  and  dearest  alHes,  we  were 
bound  to  furnish  him  with  the  means  of 
carrying  on  his  schemes!    For  aught  he 
knew,  it  was  not  improbable  that,  under 
such  circumstances,   the   king  of  Sicily 
would  find  it  advantageous  to  be  always 
at  war ;  his  treasury  might  be  enriched  ; 
and  taking  the  prodigality  of  England  into 
consideration,  he   might   be   considered, 
upon  the  whole,  as  having  made  a  good 
bargain.    At  present,  he  was  at  war  with 
Naples:  whether  this  war  was  such  as  was 
entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  House, 
however,  was  a  subject  upon  which  they 
had  yet  to  be  infurmed.     There  was  ano- 
ther part  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer's speech  which  called  for  explana- 
tion. The  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  had  stated, 
that  of  the  75.000  men  to  be  kept  on  foot 
by  this  country,  15,000  were  to  be  paid 
for  by  some  other  state.     By  whom  this 
expense  was  to  be  borne,  the  House  was 
in  perfect  ignorance*     It  was  clear,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  not  by  Hanover ;  but  be 
•  it  by  whom  it  might,  it  was  to  be  hoped 
the  expense  would  not  eventoally  fall  on 
Great  Britain.    While  upon  this  topic,  he 
could  not  help  expressing  a  hope  that 
Hanover  would  give  us  a  Tittle  assistance, 
Jn  return  for  the  assistance  which  we  had 
occasionally  given  her.    To  revert  to  the 
expense  of  these  15,000  men— Holland, 

Serhaps,  was  to  bear  the  burthen.  He 
oped  such  might  be  the  case ;  for  he  did 
not  think  it  good  for  this  country,  or  for 
the  other  powers  of  Europe,  to  which  we 
^  had  been  in  the  practice  of  affording  aid, 
that  we  shouki  give  them  too  much  as* 
sisunce»    It  was  proper  that  they  should 


ilrwiy  Extraordinarks. 


tSGO 


be  called  upon  to  do  something  to  assise 
themselves,  and  not  be  led  to  depend  too 
much  upon  us.  He  had  now  only  lo  hope, 
that  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  answer  the  questions 
which  he  had  proposed,  as  in  the  fotnre 
debates  on  this  subject,  .the  information 
be  required  would  be  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance. 

The  Chancellor  cftht  JErcAe^tMr  observed, 
that  with  regard  to  the  treaties  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  represented  as 
being  complete  novelties  in  the  House,  it 
was  chiefly  his  fault,  and  not  that  of  mi* 
nisters,  if  he  had  not  had  earlier  informa- 
tion. As  to  the  treaty  of  Chanmont,  the 
right  hon.  member  might  have  recollected, 
that  at  the  close  of  last  session,  lord  Caa- 
tlereagb  bad  explained  its  nature,  and 
stated  that  its  not  being  ratified  was 
the  cause  of  its  not  being  then  laid  before 
the  House.  On  the  first  day  parliament 
had  met  this  session,  he  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  had  been  called  upon  by 
an  bon.  member  near  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, to  give  precisely  the  same  ex- 
planation he  had  now  produced.  He, 
therefore,  did  not  expect  that  any  doubt 
would  have  remained  respecting  the 
causes  which  had  prevented  the  official 
appearance  of  that  document  before  the  ter- 
mination of  the  last  session.  With  respect 
to  the  additional  article  of  the  treaty  with 
Sweden,  its  contents  had  been  discussed 
during  the  course  of  the  last  session ;  and 
he  thought  it  had  been  long  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  House.  He  was  surprised, 
he  ackoowledge<l,  at  finding,  a  short  time 
since,  that  it  bad  not  yet  been  laid  on  the 
table.  However,  as  its  provisions  had 
been  the  subject  of  much  public  conver- 
sation, he  was  astonished  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  should  assert  his  total  ignorance 
on  the  subject.  There  now  remained 
only  one  topic,  on  which  further  explana- 
tion was  expected  from  him.  It  was  the 
part  of  the  subsidy  which  was  still  paid  to 
the  king  of  Sicily.  It  should  be  recol- 
lected, that  our  engagement  with  that 
country  was  antecedent  to  all  our  treaties 
with  the  continentel  sovereigns,  and  there* 
fore  of  a  different'  nature.  Those  which 
we  had  concluded  with  the  powers  of  the 
north  of  Europe,  had  almost  all  been 
siffned  in  \%VZ  and  1813.  But  the  king 
of  Sicily  had,  at  a  much  earlier  period, 
lost  his  Neapolitan  dominions^  and  been 
driven  from  his  continental  capitel,  in 
consequence  of  his  fidelity  to  us.  It  was 
on  this  ground  that  he  was  taken  under 
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Briiiftb  proteeiion,  ftsd  hit  te€Ood  kingdom 
wai  guarded  by  British  troops.  It  was  in 
1809  that  a  treaty  to  that  effect  was  en* 
tered  into  with  him,  the  proTisions  of 
which  were  of  course  different  from 
our  subsequent  arrangements  with  other 
powers.  We  then  bound  ourseWes  to  con- 
tinue the  payment  of  the  subsidy  during 
the  whole  course  of  the  war  subsisting 
between  him  and  France,  as  the  latter  had 
set  up  a  rival  king  against  him.  Sicily 
was  not  yet  freed  from  the  consequences 
of  such  a  war.  She  was  no  partj  to  the 
present  state  of  things.  She  had  not  ac- 
knowledged the  legitimacy  of  the  title  of 
the  king  of  Naples.  The  only  power  by 
which  it  had  been  as  yet  folly  recognized, 
wu  Austria;  and  the  kingof  Sicily  felt  him- 
self justly  entitled  to  receive  the  subsidy, 
until  his  claim  to  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
had  been  settled  either  by  indemnity  or  re* 
•toration :  then  all  payment  on  our  part 
would  cease.  Had  we  withdrawn  our 
protection  from  him  at  the  time  we  signed 
the  treaty  of  Paris,  how  unfteneroos  would 
have  been  our  conduct !  We  should  hare 
abandoned  him  without  any  security,  who 
bad  incurred  his  losses  and  perils  on  our 
account ;  for  what  would  have  prevented 
the  king  of  Naples  from  invading  Sicily, 
had  its  shores  no  longer  been  lined  with 
British  warriors  ? 

Mr.  Ponmmfy  said,  he  was  not  in  the 
House  at  the  time  when  the  substance  of 
the  supplementary  treaty  had  been  com* 
inunicated  in  the  last  session;  but  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  no  rea- 
son to  be  surprised  at  his  want  of  informa- 
tion, when  he  himself,  as  he  had  confess- 
ed, had  not  known  that  a  treaty  of  the 
utmost  importance  to  the  country  had  not 
been  laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Whiibtead  said,  he  was  not  astonish* 
•d  that  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Pen* 
sonby)  should  have  been  ignorant  of  the 
contents  of  a  treaty  which  had  not  been 
delivered  to  the  House  till  within  the  last 
few  days.  In  this  committee,  many  topics 
bad  been  introduced  relevant  to  the  ori- 
ginal and  important  aobject  of  discussion ; 
but  none  of  those  topics  was  of  more  spe- 
cial interest  than  the  statement  made  by 
bis  hon.  friend  respecting  the  state  of  the 
audits.  He  would  not,  however,  revert 
to  these  subjects;  but  he  thought  the  right 
hon.  ffentleman  must  acknowledge,  that 
lie  had  left  the  House  in  complete  igno- 
rance of  the  arrangement  entered  into 
with  the  king  of  Naples,  eo  namme,  whilst 
wa  were  paying  a  subsidy  to  the  king  of 


Sicily,  who  was  at  war  with  htm.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  maintained,  that  It 
was  Austria  alone  who  had  entered  into  a 
treaty,  he  should  have  said,  not  only  of 
peace,  but  of  alliance  with  the  king  of 
Naples*  But  he  understood,  that  ministers 
haa  been  parties  to  an  engagement,  by 
which  they  bound  themselves,  in  case  the 
king  of  Sicily  should  not  accept  the  prof* 
fered  indemnities  for  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  to  leave  him  to  his  own  resourcea 
and  his  fiste.  The  circumstances  in  which 
we  were  placed,  with  respect  to  those  two 
sovereigns,  were  remarkable ;  at  peace 
with  both  of  them,  and  yet  paying  the 
one  to  enable  him  to  support  the  war 
which  he  waged  with  the  other !  If  these 
things  were  concealed  here,  they  were 
well  known  on  the  continent,  where  our 
conduct  would  be  seen  in  its  proper  light. 
It  should  be  remembered,  that  at  the  time 
the  accession  of  the  king  of  Naples  waa 
obtained,  it  was  considered  by  every 
power  engaged  in  the  contest,  as  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  successof  the  war.. 
Because  the  service  had  been  performed, 
it  should  not  be  forgotten,  nor  the  king 
of  Naples  treated  with  more  indifference 
than  when  his  alliance  was  wanted.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  said,  that  the  king 
of  Sicily  had  forfeited  his  continental  do* 
minions  in  our  cause,  and  that  we  were 
therefore  bound  to  protect  him  and  his 
remaining  kingdom.  But  how  bad  we 
acquitted  ourselves  of  that  duty?  How 
bad  we  *  protected'  the  royal  Sicilian 
family  ?  He  bad  never  been  able  to  de» 
velope  the  mysteries  in  which  the  whole 
of  the  events  which  had  taken  place  in 
Sicily  were  involved.  He  could  not  ac- 
count for  the  manner  in  which  the  queen 
of  Sicily«*(it  ought  not  to  pass  unnoticed, 
that  ministers  no  longer  added  the  title  of 
king  of  Naples  to  that  of  king  of  Sicily)— 
had  been  deposed  and  exiled,  a  member 
of  that  very  family  which  we  had  en- 
gaged to  protect  I  If  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman was  ignorant  of  these  particulars, 
he  regretted  that  his  colleagues  should 
not  have  communicated  them  to  him. 
Before  this  vote  was  passed,  however, 
which  would  sanction  the  continuance  of 
the  payment  ofa  subsidy  under  the  strange 
circumstances  of  the  present,  he  thought 
the  House  should  pause.  Besides  this, 
there  was  the  maintenance  of  a  British 
army  in  Belgium,  which  ought  also  to 
attract  considerable  attention.  He  would 
not  now  discuss  the  policy  of  the  mea- 
sure, but  inioire  into  the  probable  expense 


S63]    HOUSB  OF  COMMONS, 

which  it  would  entail  apon  the  country. 
He  had  heard,  that  a  survey  bad  been 
taken  of  the  barrier  fortresses  of  Belgium, 
and  an  estimate  made  of  the  expense 
which  would  be  required  to  place  them 
in  a  state  of  defence.  He  had  heard,  that 
this  estimate  amounted  to  14  millions,  but 
certainly  not  leia  than  ten*  He  wished 
to  know  whether  such  a  survey  had  really 
been  taken,  such  an  estimate  been 
made;  whether  there  was  any  intention 
on  the  part  of  ministers  to  call  upon  the 
country  to  bear  a  share,  or  the  whole  of 
this  expenditure  ?  It  was  said,  that  the 
erection  of  Hanover  into  a  kingdom,  was 
B  matter  of  total  indifference  to  this  coun* 
try:  it  might  be  so,  if  other  circumstances 
were  not  attached  to  that  event.  It  was 
said  to  have  taken  place  in  consequence 
of  a  general  call,  on  the  part  of  the  Ger- 
man princes,  on  the  Prince  Regent,  that 
he  should  assume  the  royal  dignity  in  his 
father's  name.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  even  treated  the  House  with  a  tiny 
joke  on  the  occasion,  and  he  was  so  unused 
to  this  progeny  of  his  brain,  that  he  was 
busy  with  it,  as'a  hen  with  one  chicken. 
He  had  said  that  the  title  of  elector  had 
become  ridiculous,  because  there  was  no 
one. elected.  In  Grermany  there  might 
have  been  a  danger  of  electors  without  an 
elected :  in  this  country,  by  a  strange 
contrast,  there  were  many  elected  without 
any  electors.  The  call  of  the  grand  dukes 
and  kings  of  Germany  on  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, reminded  him  of  the  fabled  assembly 
of  animals,  in  which  a  fox  proposed  that 
they  should  cease  wearing  tails ;  and  the 
person  of  the  mover  being  examined,  it 
was  found  that  his  own  bad  been  cut  offl 
Thus,  because  the  German  sovereigns  had 
degraded  themselves  by  accepting  the 
kingly  dignities  and  titles  which  Buona- 
parte had  heaped  upon  them,  they  now 
wished  to  involve  the  Prince  Regent  in 
their  own  predicament,  and  reduce  him  to 
their  own  level.  But  if  the  erection  of 
Hanover  into  a  kingdom  was  a  matter  of 
•indifference  to  this  country,  the  same  was 
not  the  case  with  regard  to  the  aggran- 
dizement of  the  Hanoverian  territory. 
The  more  extensive  that  kingdom  should 
become,  the  more  likely  it  was  to  draw 
this  country,  at  some  future  period,  into  a 
new  continental  war.  He  would  be  glad 
to  know  how  the  money,  which  was  to  be 
advanced  for  the  support  of  the  15,000 
Hanoverian  troops  employed,  was  to  be 
repaid.  That  was  a  secret  which  the  right 
hon,  gentleman  did  not  choose  to  tell. 
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But  the  right  hon.  gentleman  might  keep 
it  to  himself,  provided  he  would  aasore 
the  House  that  the  sum  in  question  would 
be  paid  by  some  continental  power.  Bat, 
if  he  shrunk  from  doing  that,  he  should 
consider  every  farthing  of  the  money 
which  the  House  was  now  called  upon  to 
vote  on  that  account,  aa  entirely  lost 
With  regard  to  an  expression  used  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  that  future  increased 
exertions  should  be  made,  he  feared  that 
ministers  really  began  to  feel  their  ne- 
cessity :  they  now  acknowledged,  for  the 
first  time,  that  the  contest  with  America 
(and  the  public  were  of  the  same  opinion) 
vras  likely  to  plunge  the  country  in  fright- 
ful expense.  We  were  onfortunately  en- 
gaged in  the  war,  and  as  it  conid  not  bt 
terminated  at  once,  it  must  be  carried  on. 
But  he  also  thought  that  they  had  more 
than  surmises  on  which  to  found  their 
apprehensions  that  the  war  would  grow 
exceedingly  expensive.  He  thought  that 
they  knew  facts  which  justified  their  fears, 
and  that  they  had  not  dealt  fairly  with 
the  public  in  withholding  their  appear- 
ance. He  believed  that  they  had  beea 
for  forty  hours,  or  more,  in  possession  of 
intelligence  of  a  disastrous  nature  from 
America,  which  they  had  shrunk  from 
communicating  to  the  country.  He  un- 
derstood they  had  received  sir  George 
Prevost's  account  of  the  unfortunate  failure 
at  Piattsburgh,  and  believed  that  his  sub- 
sequent retreat  had  been  _very  disastrous 
in  several  points  of  view,  although  little 
loss  might  have  been  suffered  in  killed  and 
wounded  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 
Though  on  a  former  occasion  he  had  taken 
the  defence  of  that  officer,  and  had  urged, 
that  no  judgment  should  be  formed  upon 
his  conduct  until  sufilcient  evidence  should 
be  produced,  it  was  not  hit  wish  to  screen 
him  from  any  blame  he  might  deserve. 
He  therefore  called  upon  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  state,  why,  being  in  posses* 
sion  of  sir  George  Prevost's  official  dis- 
patches, he  had  not  laid  them  before  the 
public?  He  understood  that  sir  George 
Prevost  had  crossed  the  Canadian  frontiei? 
at  the  head  of  an  army  of  1 2,000  men ; 
that  in  six  days  he  had  arrived  at  Plaits- 
burgh  ;  and  that  after  his  repulse,  h«  had 
retreated  in  two  days  through  that  very 
extent  of  country,  which,  in  his  advance, 
he  had  itot  been  able  to  march  through  in 
less  than  six  ;  that  although  not  overtaken 
or  pursued  by  the  enemy,  he  had  lost  in 
this  rapid  retreat  2,000  men  by  desertion ; 
that  these  were  not  the  militia   of   tfaa 
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cooolry^  who  might  quit  ihe  aervice  to 
return  lo  their  bonier  hot  consisted  of 
those  brave  and  tried  toldiers,  diatingoith- 
ed  on  account  of  the  honour  they  had 
gained  under  their  great  commander,  by 
the  appellation  of  '  Wellingtoniant.'  He 
understood,  that  in  coaaeqaence  of  theae 
eTenta,  the  public  mind  in  the  Canadaa 
waa  in  an  inOamed  atate ;  that  theae  diaaa* 
tera,  whether  justly  or  not,  were  attributed 
to  sir  George  Prevost ;  and  that  a  general 
belief  prevailed,  that  it  waa  necessary  he 
should  be  recalled.  Before  he  agreed  to 
▼ote  the  sum  wanted  to  pay  so  large  a 
proportion  of  the  arrears  in  the  army 
eztraordinaries,  he  th<^oght  he  had  a  right 
to  receive  information ;  and,  if  it  were  not 
▼olunurily  given,  to  demand  it,  on  the 
events  of  the  contest  now  pending,  when, 
through  a  most  astonishing  change  in  the 
afiairs  of  the  world,  the  only  nation  lately 
neutral  was  now  the  only  one  at  war 
against  us.  He  thought  it  a  right,  on  so 
serious  an  occasion  as  the  present,  the 
solemnity  of  which  had  only  been  im<* 
l>aired  t>y  the  ill-placed  joke  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  gone  out  of  hia 
way  to  impress  into  hia  apeech,  to  inquire 
whether  the  circumstnncea  which  he  had 
auted  respecting  the  arrangement  with 
the  king  of  Naplea,  and  the  diaaatera  in 
America,  were  correct. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  be  so  well 
informed  upon  the  proceedings  of  his 
Majesty's  government,  that  he  was  him- 
self the  best  person  to  solve  the  difficul- 
ties which  he  had  suggested.  Whether 
the  circumstances  with  respect  to  the  re- 
laijoDS  between  this  country  and  Naples 
were  correctly  stated  or  not,  he  felt  it  his 
doty  to  abstain  from  disclosing.  As  to 
the  dispatches  from  sir  George  Prevost,  as 
much  would  be  published  from  them  tp- 
morrow  as  was  consistent  with  the  delicacy 
due  to  the  situation  of  the  commanding 
officers. 

Mr.  Ponmndii/.  Surely,  if  the  accounts 
stated  to  have  been  received  by  my  hon. 
friend  are  false,  it  is  easy  to  say  they  are 
false.  It  cannot  be  improper  to  relieve 
the  public  anxiety,  under  such  circum- 
stances. To  say  whether  two  thousand 
nen  have  deserted  or  not,  can  betray  no 
secret.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  pouing 
a  question  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
I  have  been  informed  within  the  last  few 
honra,  that  the  army  under  general  Drum- 
mond  had  been  obliged  to  abandon  the 
aiege  of  Furt  Erie  with  disgrace,  and  the 


most  disastrous  loss :  is  this  the  caae,  or  li 
it  not  ? 

The  OumceiUor  i^  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
had  no  knowledge  of  any  desertion  on  the 
part  of  our  men.  Had  such  a  fact  been 
true,  it  would  no  doubt .  have  been  stated 
in  sir  George  Prevost'a  dispatches,  which 
did  not  mention  it.  As  to  the  retreat  of 
general  Drummond  from  before  Fort  £rie« 
he  believed  that  was  a  fiict;  but  it  had 
been  attended  neither  with  loa  nor  with 
disgrace  on  our  side. 

Mr.  Weliciley  Pole  sUted,  that  some  of 
the  accounts  of  the  disaster  on  Lake 
Champlain  had  been  received.  They  dif* 
fered  in  aeme  particulars  from  those  which 
had  already  appeared  :  but  as  the  wholo 
had  not  arrived,  it  would  bC;  improper  to 
publish  A  partial  statement.  All  that 
should  be  given,  therefore,  in  the  Gaaetto 
to-morrow,  would  be  a  list  of  killed  and 
wounded,  as  far  as  they  were  known. 

The  Resolution  then  was  put,  and  agreed 
to.  The  House  resumed,  and  the  Report 
was  ordered  to  be  received  to-morrow. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 
Monday,  November  21. 

PRESSaYATION    OF    THE    PeaCE    IN    IeE- 

LAND.]  The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  eb* 
served,  that,  from  the  reporta  which  they 
were  in  the  habit  of  receiving  of  the  pro- 
ceedittga  in  parliaaoent,  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  public  preas,  it  appeared,  that 
a  Bill  waa  then  in  ita  pregresa  through  the 
other  House,  for  the  amradment  of  one  of 
the  latest  measures  of  the  last  session  re- 
lating to  Ireland,  and  which  was  deoomi* 
nated,  *  An  Act  for  the  Preaervation  of  the 
Peace.'  Not  wishing  to  give  any  uiw 
necessary  delay  to  the  public  business,  but 
being  particularly  desirous  at  the  same 
time,  that,  when  the  Bill  to  which  he  had 
alluded  should  reach  that  House  in  ita 
usual  courea,  it  ahonid  find  their  lordships 
already  furnished  with  all  the  necessary 
information  for  constdering  a  subject  of  so 
much  importance,  it  was  his  intention  tO' 
submit  a  motion  to  them,  with  that  view, 
on  Thursday  next;  and  for  which  day  he 
should  accordingly  move,  that  the  Lords 
be  summoned.  He  had  named  Thursday, 
because  he  was  not  quite  sure  of  being 
enabled  to  attend  his  duty  in  that  House, 
on  either  of  the  two  intervening  days. 

The  Earl  of  Lwerfool  suggested  tho 
propriety  of  summoning  their  lordships 
upon  the  occaaion ;  and  at  the  aame  time 
wtahed  the  noble  earl  would  give  ao«w 
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H^eneral  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  motion 
he  meant  to  bring  forward. 

The  Earl  of  Donaughmore  said,  that 
oertain  ttatements  bad  been  made  in  ano- 
otber  place,  by  one  who  might  be  supposed 
best  conversant  with  the  subject,  in  the 
correctness  of  which  he  could  not  agree. 
The  sources  from  which  the  information 
given  in  those  statements  had  been  de- 
rtved,  were  mentioned.  His  object,  there- 
foroy  was  to  have  the  documents  in  ques- 
tion laid  before  their  lordships ;  he  him* 
self  intending  to  collect  all  the  information 
be  possibly  could  procure  from  other 
quarters,  before  the  Bill  should  pass  their 
lordships,  that  the  subjectmight.be  treated 
with  that  intelligence  respecting  it,  which 
its  magnitude  demanded.  He  moved,  that 
the  House  be  summoned  for  Thursday, 
which  was  ordered. 

Natal  Administratiok.]  Viscount  MeU 
xMc  moved  to  discharge  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Seamen 
and  Royal  Marines  Pension  Bill,  with  a 
▼iew  to  its  being  brought  forward  that  day 
ae'ennight,  when  certain  documents  rela- 
tive  to  the  subject  would  be  before  the 
House.-»The  order  was  discharged  accord- 
ingly. 

The  Earl  of  DaHoughmore  wished  to 
mquire  of  the  noble  viscount,  whether,  in 
the  information  intended  to  be  laid  before 
the  House  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Naval  Administration,  it  was  meant  to 
include  certain  petitions  or  representations 
made  from  Glasgow,  the  port  of  Liverpool, 
and  certain  other  places,  with  respect  to 
the  nature  of  the  protection  afforded  to  the 
trade  of  the  country,  to  the  board  of  Ad- 
miralty, 

Viscount  MetoiUe  observed,  that  the  in* 
formation  alluded  to  by  the  noble  earl 
was  not  among  -that  ordered  to  be  pro- 
duced by  their  lordships;  it  could  not 
therefore  regularly  be  brought  forward. 
If  the  noble  earl,  however,  chose  to  move 
for  these  documents,  he  had  no  objection  to 
their  being  produced. 

The  Earl  of  Utmougkmore  then  said,  he 
should  now  take  the  liberty  of  moving  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  House  copies  of-^ 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  begged  to  remind 
the  noble  earl,  the  regular  way  was  by  a 
a  motion  for  an  Address ;  upon  which. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  then  said,  that 
lie  would  defer  the  motion  till  Thursday. 

Neoociation  bbtwben  Geeat  Britain 
AND  America  at  Ghent.]    The  Marquis 


of  Laiudowne  seeing  the  noble  earl  in  bia 
place,  was  anxious  to  take  that  opportn* 
nity  of  putting  a  question  to  him  on  the 
subject  of  a  publicaiion  by  the  American 
government,  of  certain  documents  relative 
to  the  negociation  now  going  on  at  Ghent, 
and  the  pretensions  urged  by  the  Britiib 
government.  This  was  a  matter  of  very 
great  importance,  whether  regarded  with 
a  view  to  the  effect  which  such  a  publica- 
tion was  calculated  to  produce  in  America, 
or  with  a  view  to  its  effects  upon  the 
opinions  of  the  European  sovereigns,  and 
the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe.  His  question 
waS|  whether,  in  consequence  of  the  publi* 
cation  to  which  he  alluded,  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  noble  earl  to  make  any 
communication  to  parliament? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  it  was  trot 
that  a  partial  publication  of  the.  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  negociations  now  going 
on  at  Ghent  had  been  made  by  the  Ame- 
rican government,  and  he  was  aware  of  the 
effect  which  it  was  calculated  to  produce. 
He  never  knew  of  such  a  proceeding 
before  on  the  part  of  any  civilized  govern- 
ment.* At  all  events,  it  was  the  invariable 

*  The  following  are  Copies  of  the  Pa« 
pers  relative  to  the  Negociations  at  Ghent, 
published  by  the  American  government, 
and  referred  to  in  the  above  debate : 

Message  sent  by  the  President  to  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  Sutes,  Oct.  10,  181i. 

"  I  lay  before  Congress  communications 
just  received  from  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  United  States,  charged  with  negocia* 
ting  peace  with  Great  Britain,  shewing 
the  conditions  on  which  alone  that  govern* 
ment  is  willing  to  put  an  end  to  the  war. 
The  instructions  to  those  plenipotentiaries, 
disclosing  the  grounds  on  which  they 
were  authorized  to  negociate  and  conclude 
a  treaty  of  peace,  will  be  the  subject  of 
another  communication. 

(Signcdj  ''James  Madison." 

Mr.  Monroe  to  the  American  plenipoten- 
tiaries at  Gottenburgh. 

"  Dispatch  of  State,  28th  Jan.  1814. 

[The  letter  begins  by  acceding  to  the 
proposal  of  the  British  government,  to 
treat  directly  with  the  American  United 
States.  Mr.  Monroe  then  calls  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  plenipotentiaries  to  the  grounds 
of  the  war  with  Great  Britain.] 

"  On  impressment,  as  to  the  right  of 
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practice  of  ibe  gOTernmeDt  here  not  to  lay  I  lion  of  ministen  to  lay  any  part  of  ibal  no* 


any  papers  before  parliaoient  on  the  subject 
of  a  negociatioQ  which  was  still  pending ; 
%nd,  therefore*  jicertainly  was  not  the  inten- 


the  United  States  to  be  exempted  from  it, 
I  bare  nothing  new  to  add.  The  senti* 
nients  of  the  president  have  undergone  no 
change  on  that  important  subject.  This 
degrading  practice  must  cease ;  our  flag 
must  protect  the  crew«  or  the  United 
States  cannot  consider  themselres  an  in^ 
dependent  nation.  To  settle  this  dififer- 
ence  amicably»  the  president  is  willingi  as 
you  are  already  informed  by  the  former 
instructions,  to  remove  all  pretexts  for  it 
to  the  British  government,  by  excluding 
ajl  British  seamen  from  our  vessels,  and 
even  to  extend  the  exclusion  to  all  British 
•objepts,  if  necessary*  excepting  only  the 
few  already  naturalised ;  and  to  stipulate 
likewise  the  surrender  of  all  British  sea- 
men deserting  in  our  ports,  in  future,  from 
British  vessels,  public  or  private.  It  was 
presumed,  by  all  dispassionate  persons, 
that  the  late  law  of  Coogress  relative  to 
seamen,  would  effectually  accomplish  the 
object.  But  the  president  is  willin|^,  as 
you  6nd,  to  prevent  a  possibility  of  failure, 
to  go  further. 

"  Should  a  treaty  be  made,  it  is  proper, 
and  would  have  a  conciliatory  effect,  that 
all  our  impressed  seamen  who  may  be  dis* 
charged  under  it,  should  be  paid  for  their 
services  by  the  British  government,  for  the 
time  of  their  detention,  the  wages  which 
they  might  have  obtoined  in  the  merchant 
service  of  their  own  country. 

'*  Blockade  is  the  subject  next  in  point 
of  importance,  which  you  will  have  to  ar- 
range. In  the  instructions,  bearing  date 
on  the  15th  of  April,  1813,  it  was  remark* 
ed,  that  as  the  British  government  had  re- 
voked its  orders  in  council,  and  agreed, 
that  no  blockade  could  be  legal,  which 
was  not  supported  by  an  adequate  force ; 
and  that  such  adequate  force  should  be 
applied  to  any  blockade  which  it  might 
hereafter  institute,  this  cause  of  contro- 
versy  seemed  to  be  removed.  Further 
reflection,  however,  has  added  great  force 
to  the  expediency  and  importance  of  a 
precise  deGnition  of  the  public  law  on  this 
subject.  There  is  much  cause  to  presume, 
that  if  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  council 
had  token  place  in  time  to  have  been 
known  here  before  the  declaration  of  war, 
and  had  had  the  effect  of  preventing  the 
declaration,  not  only  that  no  provision 
would    have  been  obtained  against  im« 
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gociation  before  parliament.  The  proper 
time  would  be,  when  the  whole  should  be 
concluded,  an^  then  ministers  wooM  be 


preasment,  but  that,  under  the  name  of 
blockade,  the  same  extent  of  coast  would 
have  been  covered  by  proclamation*  aa 
had  been  covered,  by  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil. The  war  which  these  abuses  and  im* 
pressmentecontribntedso  much  to  produce 
might  possibly  prevent  that  consequence : 
but  it  would  be  more  satisfactory,  if  noS 
more  safe,  to  guard  against  it  by  a  formal 
definition  in  the  treaty.  It  is  true,  should 
the  British  government  violate  again  the 
legitimate  principles  of  blockade,  in  what* 
ever  terms,  or  under  whatever  pretext  it 
might  be  done,  the  United  States  would 
have  in  their  hands  a  correspondent  re- 
sort: but  a  principal  object  in  makinc 
peace,  is  to  prevent,  by  the  justice  and 
reciprocity  of  the  conditions,  a  recurrence 
again  to  war,  for  the  same  cause.  If  the 
British  government  sincerely  wishes  to 
make  a  durable  peace  with  the  United 
States,  it  can  have  no  reasonable  objection 
to  a  just  definition  of  blockade,  espe* 
daily  as  the  two  governmente  have  agreed 
in  their  correspondence,  in  all  its  essential 
features.  The  instructions  of  the  J  5th 
April  1813,  have  stated  in  what  manner 
the  president  is  willing  to  arrange  this 
difference. 

"  On  the  other  neutral  rights,  ennme- 
rated  in  the  former  instroctiona,  I  shall 
remark  only,  that  the  catologoe  is  limited 
in  a  manner  to  evince  a  spirit  of  aceom* 
modation ;  that  the  arrangement  proposed 
in  each  instance  is  just  in  itself;  that  it 
corresponds  with  the  general  spirit  of 
treaties  between  commercial  powers;  and 
that  Great  Britain  has  sanctioned  it  ia 
many  treaties,  and  gone  beyond  it  in  some. 

"  On  the  claim  to  indemnity  for  spolia* 
tions,  I  have  only  to  reliBr  yon  to  what  waa 
said  in  the  former  instructions.  I  have  to 
add,  that  should  a  treaty  be  formed,  it  ia 
just  in  itself,  and  would  have  a  happy 
effect  on  the  future  relations  of  the  two 
countries,  if  indemnity  should  be  atipa* 
lated  on  each  side,  fpr  the  destruction  of 
all  unfortified  towns,  and  other  property, 
contrary  to  the  laws  and  uses  of  war.  It 
is  equally  proper,  that  the  negroes  token 
from  the  southern  stetes,  should  be  return- 
ed to  their  owners,  or  paid  for  at  their 
full  value.  It  is  known,  that  a  shameful 
traffic  has  been  carried  on  in  the  West 
Indies  by  the  sale  of  these  persons  there» 
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ready  to  jiHtify  their  condact  in  the  face 
of  their  couotry,  of  Barope,  and  the  whole 
world.  In  the  mean  time,  the  negociatton 
had  not  concluded  at  the  stage  to  which  it 
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had  been  brought  by  the  docaments  pub- 
lished by  the  American  goyernment :  it 
bad  proceeded  since^ without  interroption, 
and  was  still  pending ;    and,  under  tbeae 


l>y  those  who  profesaed  to  be  tbeir  deli- 
verers. Of  this  fact,  the  proof  that  has 
reached  this  department  shall  be  furnished 
TOO.  If  these  slaves  are  considered  as 
non-combatants,  they  ought  to  be  re* 
stored ;  if  as  property,  they  ought  to  be  paid 
for«  The  treaty  of  peace  contains  an  ar- 
ticle w^ich  recognizes  this  principle* 

[After  some  further  arguments  relative 
to  the  Russian  mediation,  which  the  pre- 
sident laments  was  not  accepted,  the  letter 
concludes.]  **  Jambs  Momrob." 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Messrs.  Adams, 
Bayard,  Clay,  and  Russel,  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  Secretary  of.  State,  dated 
Ghent,  August  12, 1 8 1  i.     ^ 

<«  Sir;  we  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  that  the  British  commissioners,  lord 
Gambler,  Henry  Goulbum,  esq.  and  Wm. 
Adams,  esq.  arrived  in  this  city  on  Satur- 
day evening  the  6th  inst.  The  day  after 
their  arrival^  Mr.  Baker,  their  secretary, 
called  upon  us  to  give  us  notice  of  the 
fact,  and  to  propose  a  meeting  at  a  cer- 
tain boor  on  the  ensuing  day.  The  place 
having  been  agreed  upon,  we  accordingly 
met  at  one  o'clock  on  Monday  the  8th 
inst.  We  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the 
full  powers  exhibited  by  the  British  com- 
missioners at  that  conference ;  which  was 
opened  on  their  part  by  an  expression  of 
the  sincere  and  earnest  desire  of  their  go- 
vernment, that  the  negociation  might  re- 
sult in  a  solid  peace,  honourable  to  both 
parties.  They,  at  the  same  time,  de- 
clared, that  no  events  which  had  occurred 
since  the  first  proposal  for  this  negocia- 
tion, had  altered  the  pacific  dispositions  of 
their  government,  or  varied  its  views  as  to 
the  terms  upon  which  it  was  willing  to 
conclude  the  peace. 

''  We  answered,  that  we  heard  these  de- 
clarations with  great  satisfaction,  and  that 
our  government  had  acceded  to  the  pro- 
posal of  negociation,  with  the  most  sincere 
desire  to  pot  an  end  to  the  differences 
which  divided  the  two  countries,  and  to 
lay,  upon  just  and  liberal  grounds,  the 
foundation  of  a  peace,  which,  securing 
the  rights  and  interests  of  both  nations, 
should  unite  them  by  lasting  bonds  of 
amitv- 

**  The  British  commissioners  then  stated 
the  following  subjects,   aa   those   upon 


which  it  appeared  to  them  that  the  dis« 
cossions  would  be  likely  to  turn,  and  on 
which  they  were  instructed : 

'«  I.  The  forcible seiBure  of  mariners  on 
board  of  merchant  vessels,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  it,  the  claim  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty  to  the  allegiance  of  all  the  native 
subjects  of  Great  Britain. 

^  We  understood  them  to  intimate,  that 
the  British  government  did  not  propose 
this  point  as  one  which  they  were  par* 
ticolarly  desirous  of  discussing;  but  that 
as  it  had  occupied  so  prominent  a  place 
in  the  disputes  between  the  two  countries, 
it  necessarily  attracted  notice,  and  was 
considered  as  a  subject  which  would  come 
under  discussion. 

"  2.  The  Indian  allies  of  Great  BriUin 
to  be  included  in  the  pacification,  and  a 
definite  boundary  to  be  settled  for  their 
territory. 

«<The  British  commissioners  stated, 
that  an  arrangement  upon  this  point  was  a 
me  qua  non ;  that  they  were  not  autho- 
rized to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  which 
did  not  embrace  the  Indians  as  allies  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty  ;  and  that  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  definitive  boundary  of  the 
Indian  territory  was  necessary  to  secure  a 
permanent  peace,  not  only  with  the  In- 
dians, but  also  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain. 

''  3.  A  revision  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  the  adjacent 
British  colonies. 

<'  With  respect  to  this  point,  they  ex- 
pressly disclaimed  an  intention  on  the 
part  of  their  government  to  acquire  an  in-, 
crease  of  territory,  and  represented  the 
proposed  revision  as  intended  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  uncertainty  and 
dispute. 

"  After  having  stated  these  three  points 
as  subjects  of  discussion,  the  British  com- 
missioners added,  that  before  they  desired 
any  answer  from  us,  they  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  them  to  declare,  that  the  British 
government  did  not  deny  the  right  of  the 
Americans  to  the  fisheries  generally,  or  in 
the  open  seas ;  but  that  the  privileges 
formerly  granted  by  treaty  to  the  United 
States,  of  fishing  within  the  limits  of  the 
British  jurisdiction,  and  of  landing  and 
drying  fish  on  the  shores  of  the  British 
territorteS|  would  not  be  renewed  without 
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circomtttnceiy  nothing  coald  be  more 
niachiovooit  than  coming  forward  wilh  a 
partial  and  garbled  riew  of  the  proceed- 
loga.    He  trusted  the  noble  marquis  him- 

an  equivalent.  The  extent  of  what  was 
considered  by  them  as  waters  peculiarly 
British^  was  not  stated.  From  the  manner 
in  which  they  brought  this  siibject  into 
▼iew«  they  seemed  to  wish  us  to  under- 
stand that  they  were  not  anxious  that  it 
should  be  discussed,  and  that  they  only 
intended  to  give  us  notice  *that  these 
privileges  had  ceased  to  exist,  and  would 
not  be  again  granted  without  an  cquivalenti 
nor  unless  we  thought  proper  to  provide 
expressly  in  the  treaty  of  peace  for  their 
renewal 

'*  The  British  commissioners  having 
stated,  that  these  were  all  the  subjects 
which  they  intended  to  bring  forward  or 
to  suggest,  requested  to  be  informed,  whe- 
ther we  were  instructed  to  enter  into  nego- 
cialionoo  these  several  points?  whether 
there  was  any  amongst  these  which  we 
thought  it  necessary  to  brmg  into  the 
negociatton  ?  and  they  desired  us  to  state, 
on  oor  part,  such  other  sobiects  as  we 
might  intend  to  propose  for  discussion  in 
the  coone  of  the  negociation.  The  meet^ 
ing  was  then  adjourned  to  the  next  day, 
in  order  to  a£R>rd  us  the  opportunity  of 
consultation  among  ourselves,  before  we 
gave  an  answer. 

"  In  the  course  of  the  evening  of  the 
ame  day,  we  received  your  letters  of  the 
25th  and  27th  of  June. 

^  There  could  be  no  hesitation,  on  our 
part,  in  informing  the  British  commis- 
sioners, that  we  were  not  instructed  on  the 
subtects  of  Indian  pacification  or  boundary, 
and  of  fisheries:  nor  did  it  seem  pro- 
bable, although  neither  of  these  points  had 
been  stated  with  sufficient  precision  in 
that  first  ▼erbal  conference,  that  they 
could  be  admitted  in  any  shape.  We  did 
not  wish,  however,  to  prejudge  the  result, 
or  by  nny  hasty  proceedioff  abruptly  to 
break  off  the  negociation.  It  was  not  im- 
possible that,  on  the  subject  of  the  Indians, 
the  British  government  had  received  erro- 
neous impressions  from  the  traders  in 
Canada,  which  our  representations  might 
remove  :  and  it  appeared,  at  all  CTents, 
important  to  ascertain  distinctly  the  pre* 
eise  intentions  of  Great  Britain  on  both 
points.  We  therefore  thought  it  advisable 
to  invite  the  British  commissioners  to  a 
general  ccmverBation  on  all  the  points ; 
stating  to  them  at  the  same  time  our  want 
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self  'Would  be  satisfied,  that,  under  the 
circumstances  which  he  had  suted.  It 
would  be  quite  irregular  to  produce  any 
portion  of  the  documenu  relative  to  the 

of  instructions  on  two  of  them,  and  holding 
out  no  expectation  of  the  probability  of 
our  agreeing  to  any  article  respecting 
them. 

"  At  our  meeting  on  the  ensuing  day 
(0th  August),  we  informed  the  British 
commissioners,  that,  upon  the  first  and 
third  pointa  proposed  by  them,  we  were 
provided  with  instructions ;  and  we  pre- 
sented as  further  subjects  considered  by 
our  government  as  suitable  for  discussion : 

'*  1st.  A  definition  of  blockade  :  and,  as 
far  as  might  be  mutually  agreed,  of  other 
neutral  and  belligerent  rights. 

"  2d«  Claims  of  indemnity,  in  certain 
cases  of  capture  and  seiaure. 

"  We  then  stated,  that  the  two  subjects, 
1st.  of  Indian  pacification  and  boundary, 
and  2d.  of  fisheries,  were  not  embraced 
by  our  instructions. 

'*  We  observe,  that  as  these  points  had^ 
not  been  heretofore  the  grounds  of  any 
controversjT  between  the  government  of 
Great  Britain  and  that  of  the  United  States, 
and  had  not  been  alluded  to  by  lord  Cas* 
•tlereagh  in  his  letter  proposing  the  nego- 
ciation, it  could  not  be  expected  that  they 
should  have  been  anticipated  and  made 
the  subject  of  instructions  by  our  govern- 
ment:  that  it  was  natural  to  be  supposed 
that  our  instructions  were  confined  to 
thoae  subjects  upon  which  differences  be- 
tween the  two  countries  were  known  to 
exist ;  and  that  the  proposition  to  define, 
in  a  treaty  between  the  United  Sutes  and 
Great  Britain,  the  boundary  of  the  Indian 
possessions  within  our  territories,  was  new 
and  without  example.  ,  No  such  provi- 
sions had  been  inserted  in  the  treaty  of 
peace  in  1783,  nor  any  other  treaty  made 
by  Great  Britain,  or  in  any  other  European 
power,  in  relation  to  the  same  description 
of  people*  existing  under  like  circum* 
stances. 

•'  We  would  ssy,  however,  that  it  would 
not  be  doubted,  that  peace  with  the  In- 
dians would  certainly  follow  a  peace  with 
Great  Britain;  that  we  had  information 
that  commissioners  had  already  been  ap- 
pointed to  treat  with  them ;  that  a  treaty 
to  that  eflfect  might,  perhaps,  have  been 
already  concluded;  and  that  the  United 
States  having  no  interest,  nor  any  motive, 
to  continue  a  separate  war  against  the 
Indians^  there  could  ne? er  be  a  moment 
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negoeiataon.  Theonly  proper  cownewu, 
to  make  no  communication  till  the  matter 
should  be  bronght  to  a  conclusion  one 

way  or  other  :   when  that  took  place,  the 

•   * 

when  our  goyernment  woold  not  be  dis- 
poeed  to  make  peace  with  them. 

''  We  then  expressed  our  wish  to  re- 
ceive from  the  British  commissioners  a 
statement  of  the  views  and  objects  of 
Great  Britain  upon  all  the  points,  and  our 
willingness  to  discuss  them  all,  in  order 
that,  even  if  no  arrangement  should  be 
agreed  on,  4jpon  the  points  not  included 
in  our  instructions,  the  government  of  the 
United  States  might  be  possessed  of  the 
entire  and  precise  intentions  of  that'  of 
Great  Britain  respecting  these  points,  and 
Chat  the  British  government  might  be 
fully  informed  of  the  objections  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  to  any  such  ar- 
rangement. In  answer  to  our  remark, 
that  these  points  had  not  been  alluded  to 
by  lord  Castlereagh,  in  his  letter  proposing 
the  negociation,  it  W8\^  said,  that  it  could 
not  be  expected  that,  in  a  letter  merely 
intended  to  invite  a  negociation,  he  should 
enumerate  the  topics  of  discussion,  or  state 
the  pretensions  of  his  government,  since 
these  would  depend  upon  ulterior  events, 
and  might  arise  out  of  a  subsequent  state 
of  things. 

''  In  reply  to  our  observation,  that  the 
proposed  stipulation  of  an  Indian  boundary 
was  without  example  in  the  practice  of 
European  nations,  it  was  asserted,  that 
the  Indians  most  in  some  sort  be  consi* 
dered  as  an  independent  people,  since 
treaties  were  made  with  them,  both  by 
Great  Britain  and  by  the  United  States : 
upon  which  we  pointed  out  the  obvious 
and  important  difference  between  the 
treaties  we  might  make  with  Indians 
living  in  our  territory,  and  such  a  treaty  as 
was  proposed  to  be  made,  respecting 
them,  with  a  foreign  power,  who  had  so* 
iemoly  acknowledged  the  territory  on 
which  they  resided  to  be  part  of  the 
United  States. 

«'  We  were  then  asked  by  the  British 
commissioners  whether,  in  case  they  should 
enter  further  upon  the  discassion  of  the 
several  points  which-  had  been  stated,  we 
could  expect  that  it  would  terminate  by 
some  provisional  arrangement  on  the  points 
on  which  we  had  no  instructions,  particu- 
larly on  that  respecting  the  Indians,  which 
arrangement  would  be  subject  to  the  ra- 
tification of  our  government  ? 

«<  We  aosweredfthit  before  thesabjecU 


whole  would  be  laid  before  parliament  in 
the  usual  manner. 

The  Marquis  of  LanBdatme  said,  he  had 
to  return  his  thanks  to  the  noble  earl  for 

were  distinctly  understood,  and  the  ob- 
jects in  view  more  precisely  disclosed,  we 
coold  not  decide  whether  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  ibrm  any  satisfactory  article  on 
the  subject,   nor  pledge  ourselves  as  to 
the  exercise  of  a  discretion  under  dor 
power,  even  with  respect  to  a  provisional 
agreement.     We  added,  that  as  we  should 
deeply  deplore  a  rupture  of  the  negocia- 
tions  on  any  point,  it  was  our  anxious  de« 
sire  to  employ  all  possible  means  to  avert 
an  event  so  serious  in  consequences ;  and 
that  we  had  not  been  without  hopes  that  a 
discussion  might  correct  the  effect  of  any 
erroneous  information  which  the  British 
government  might  have  received  on  tbe 
subject,  which  they  had  proposed  as  % 
preliminary  baAis. 

**  We  took  this  opportunity  to  remark^ 
that  no  nation  observed  a  policy  mora 
liberal  and  humane  towards  tbe  Indian, 
than  that  pursued  by  the  United  States; 
that  our  object  had  been,  by  all  practi* 
cable  means,  to  introduce  civilixation 
amongst  them;  that  their  possessions  were 
secured  to  them  by  well-defined  boonda- 
ries^  that  their  persons,  lands,  and  other 
property,  were  now  more  efPectoally  pro* 
tected  against  violence  or  frauds  from  any 
quarter,  than  they  bad  been  nnder  any 
former  government;  that  even  our  citi- 
zens were  not  allowed  to  purchase  their 
lands ;  that  when  they  gave  up  their  Jitle 
to  any  portion  of  their  country  to  the 
United  States,  it  was  by  voluntary  treaty 
with  our  government,  who  gave  them  a 
satisfactory  equivalent ;  and  that,  through 
these  means,  tbe  United  States  had  suc- 
ceeded in  preserving,  since  the  treaty  of 
Grenville  of  1788,  an  uninterrupted  peace 
of  16  years  with  all  the  Indian  tribes  a 
period  of  tranquillity  much  longer  thsn 
they  were  known  to  have  enjoyed 
hitherto. 

*'  It  was  then  expressly  stated  on  our 
part,  that  the  proposition  respecting  the 
Indians  was  not  distinctly  •  understood. 
We  asked  whether  the  pacification,  and 
the  settlement  of  a  boundary  for  them, 
were  both  made  a  rinc  qua  nan  f  Which 
was  answered'  in  the  affirmative.  The 
question  was  then  asked  the  British  con* 
missioners,  whether  the  proposed  Indian 
booodary  was  intended  to  preclude  the 
United  States  from  tbe  right  of  purchanng 
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the  answer  he  had  given;  bot  he  was 
compelled  at  ihe  same  time  to  say,  that  it 
WIS  very  far  from  being  satisfactory.  The 
object  of  the  publication  by  the  American 

by  treaty  from  the  Indians,  without  the 
consent  pf  Great  Briuin,  lands  lying 
beyood  that  boundary  ;  and  as  a  re* 
atriction  upon  the  Indians  from  selling, 
by  amicable  treaties,  lands  to  the  United 
States,  u  hfl^d  been  hitherto  practised  ? 

'« To  this  question,  it  wis  first  answered 
by  one  of  the  commissioners,  that  the  In- 
dians would  not  be  restricted  from  selling 
their  landai  but  that  the  United  States 
would  be  restricted  from  purchasing  them  : 
and  on  reflection,  another  of  the  commis- 
aionera  stated,  that  it  was  intended  that  the 
Indian  territories  should  be  a  barrier  be- 
tween the  British  dominions  and  those  of 
the  United  States ;  that  both  Great  Bri- 
tain and  the  United  States  should  be  re- 
stricted from  purchasing  t£eir  lands;  but 
that  the  Indians  might  sell  them  to  a  third 
party. 

««  The  proposition  respecting  Indian 
boundary,  thus  explained,  and  connected 
with  the  right  of  sovereignty  ascribed  to 
the  Indians  over  the  country,  amounted 
to  nothing  less  than  a  demand  of  the  ah- 
aolote  cession  of  the  rights  both  of  sove- 
reignty and  of  soil.  We  cannot  abstain 
from  remarking  to  you,  that  the  subject 
(of  Indian  boondary)  was  indistinctly 
stated  when  first  proposed,  and  that  the 
explanations  were  at  first  obscure^  and  al- 
ways given  with  relnctance ;  and  it  was 
declared  from  the  first  moment  to  be  a  tme 
fm  non,  rendering  any  discussion  onprofit- 
nble»  until  it  was  sidmitted  as  a  basis. 
Knowing  that  we  had  no  power  to  cede 
to  the  Indians  any  part  of  our  territory, 
we  thought  it  unnecessary  to  ask,  what 
probably  would  not  have  been  answered 
till  the  principle  was  admitted,  where  the 
line  of  demarkation  of  the  Indian  coun* 
try  was  proposed  to  be  established  ? 

"  The  British  commissioners,  after 
baving  repeated  that  their  instructions  on 
tbe  subject  of  the  Indians  were  peremp* 
tory,  stated,  that  unless  we  could  give 
acme  assurance  that  our  powers  would  al- 
low ns  to  make  at  least  a  provisional  ar- 
rangement on  the  subject,  any  further 
discussion  would  be  fruitless,  and  that 
tbey  most  consult  their  own  government 
on  this  state  of  things.  They  proposed 
accordingly  asuspension  of  the  conferences 
until  they  should  have  received  an  an- 
swer»  it  being  understood  that  each  party 
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government  was  evidently  td  secure  the 
cordial  co-operation  of  the  people,  by 
exposing  the  pretensions  of  the  British 
government ;  and  he  should  have  thought 

might  call  a  meeting,  whenever  they  had 
any  proposition  to  submit.  Tbey  dis- 
patched a  special  messenger  the  same 
evening,  and  we  are  now  wailing  for  the 
result.  - 

"  Before  the  proposed  adjournment  took 
place,  it  was  agreed  that  there  should .  be 
a  protocol  of  the  conferences;  that  a 
statement  should  for  that  purpose  be 
drawn  up  by  each  party,  and  that  we 
should  meet  the  next  day  to  compare  th^ 
statements, 

"  Wt  accordingly  met  again  on  Wednes- 
day the  10th  instant,  and  ultimately  agreed 
upon  what  should  constitute  the  protocol 
of  the  conferences. 
{Signed)     "  J.  Q.  Adams,  H.  Clay, 

''  J.  A.  Batard,  J.  Russell." 

DaAUGHT  of  the  original  Protocol  made 
by  the  American  Ministers,  of  the 
two  first  Conferences  held  with  the 
British  Commissioners. 

"At  a  meeting  between  the  commis- 
sioners of  his  Britannic  Miyesty  and  those 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  ne- 
gociating  and  concluding  a  peace,  held  at 
Ghent,  Sth  of  August,  1814,  the  following 
points  were  presented  by  the  commisr 
sioners  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  as 
subjects  of  discussion : — 

'^  I.  The  forcible  seizure  of  mariners  on 
board  of  merchant  vesseUf  and  the  claim 
of  allegiaoce  of  his  Britannic  Majesty 
upon  aU  tbe.  native  born  subjects  of  Great 
JB^itain. 

<<  2.  The  Indian  allies  of  Great  Briuia 
to  be  included  in  tbe  pacification,  and  a 
boundary  to  be  settled  between  tbe  domi- 
nions of  the  Indians  and  those  of  the 
United  States.  Both  parts  of  this  point 
are  considered  by  the  British  government 
as  a  sane  qua  non  to  the  conclusion  of  a 
treaty. 

"  3*  The  revision  of  the.  boundary  line 
between  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  and  those  of  Great  Britain  adjoin- 
ing them  in  North  America. 

'^  4.  The  fisheries— respecting  which 
the  British  government  will  not  allow  the 
people  of  tbe  United  States  the  privilege 
of  landing  and  drying  fish  within  the 
territorial  jurisdiction  of  Great  BritaiOi 
without  an  equivalent." 
"  The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  Tuesday, 
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that,  considering  the  efiecl  which  socfa  a 
poblication  was  calculaled  to  produce  not 
only  in  America  hot  in  Europe,  the  go- 

the  9th  of  August,  on  which  day  the  com- 
miuioners  met  again. 

*'  The    American   commissioners   pre- 
.    sented   as  farther  points  (subjects)  con- 
sidered by  the  government  of  the  United 
States  as  suitable  for  discussion : — 

'*  1.  A  definition  of  blockade,  and,  as 
far  as  may  be  agreed,  of  other  neutral  and 
belligerent  rights. 

"  2.  Certain  claims  of  indemnity  to  in- 
diyiduals,  for  captures  and  seizures  pre- 
ceding and  subsequent  to  the  war." 

"  In  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Adam, 
Bayard,  Clay,  Russell,  and  Gallatin,  dated 
from  Ghent,  on  the  19th  of  August,  1814, 
the  British  commissioners,  in  a  conference 
on  that  day,  explain  the  views  of  the 
British  government  as  follows : — 

"  1.  Experience  had  proved  that  the 
joint  possession  of  the  lakes,  and  a  right 
common  to  both  nations  to  keep  up  a 
naval  force  on  them,  necessarily  produced 
collisions,  and  rendered  peace  insecure. 
As  Great  Britain  could  not  be  supposed  to 
attempt  to  make  conquests  in  that  quarter, 
and  as  the  province  was  essentially  weaker 
than  the  United  States,  and  exposed  to  in- 
Tasion,  it  was  necessary,  for  its  security, 
that  Great  Britain  should  require  that  the 
United  States  should  hereafter  keep  no 
armed  naval  force  on  the  western  lakes, 
from  Lake  Ontario  to  Lake  Superior,  both 
inclusive ;  that  they  should  not  erect  any 
fortified  or  military  post  or  establishment 
on  the  shores  of  those  lakes;  and  that 
they  should  not  maintain  those  which 
Were  already  existing.  This  must,  they 
said,  be  considered  as  a  moderate  de- 
mand, since  Great  Britain,  if  she  had  not 
Vlisclaimed  the  intention  of  any  increase  of 
territory,  might  with  propriety  have  asked 
a  cession  of  the  adjacent  American  shores. 
The  commercial  navigation  and  inter- 
course  would  be  left  in  the  same  footing 
as  heretofore.  It  was  expressly  stated  (in, 
answer  to  a  question  we  asked),  that  Great 
Britain  was  to  retain  the  right  of  having 
an  armed  naval  force  on  those  lakes,  and 
of  holding  military  posts  and  establish- 
ments on  their  shores. 

''  2.  The  boundary  line  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior, and  thence  to  the  Miasissippi,  to  be 
revised ;  and  the  treaty*riffht  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  navigation  of  lleMisaiisippi 


vemment  here  would  have  lost  no  time  m 
proving  to  America,  to  Europe,  and  to 
their  own  country,  that  they  had  not  put 

to  be  continued.  When  asked,  whether 
they  did  not  mean  the  line  from  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi,  the  Bri- 
tish commissioners  repeated,  that  they 
meant  the  line  from  Lake  Superior  to  that 
rive^. 

"  3.  A  direct  communication  from  Ha- 
lifax and  the  province  of  New  Brunswick 
to  Quebec,  to  be  secured  to  Great  Britain. 
In  answer  to  our  question,  in  what  manner 
this  was  to  be  efiected,  we  were  told,  that 
it  must  be  done  by  a  cession  to  Great  Bri* 
tain  of  that  portion  of  the  district  of  Maine 
(in  the  state  of  Massachusets)  which  in- 
tervenes between  New  Brunswick  and 
Quebec,  and  prevents  that  direct  comma- 
nication. 

*'  We  asked  whether  the  statement 
made  respect  mg  the  proposed  revision  of 
the  boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  the  dominions  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, embraced  all  the  objects  she  mrant 
to  bring  forward  for  discussion ;  and  what 
were  particularly  her  views  with  respect 
to  Moose  Island,  and  such  other  islands  in 
the  Bay  of  Passamaquaddy,  as  had  been  in 
our  possession  till  the  present  war,  but  had 
been  lately  csptured  ?  We  were  answer- 
ed, that  those  islands  belonging  of  right 
to  Great  Britain  (as  much  so,  as  one  of 
the  commissioners  said,  as  Northampton- 
shire), they  would  certainly  be  kept  by 
her,  and  were  not  even  supposed  to  be  an 
object  of  discussion. 

''  We  need  hardly  to  say,  that  the  de- 
mands of  Great  Britain  will  receive  from 
us  an  unanimous  and  decided  negative. 
We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  detain  the 
John  Adams  for  the  purpose  of  transmit- 
ting to  you  the  official  notes  which  may 
pass  on  the  subject,  and  close  the  negocia- 
tion.  And  we  have  felt  it  our  duty  im- 
mediately to  apprise  you,  by  this  hasty, 
but  correct  sketch  of  our  last  conference, 
there  is  not,  at  present,  any  hope  of 
peace. 


**  J.  Q.  Adams, 
**  J.  A.  BAYAan, 
"  H.  Clat," 


J.  Russell. 
A.  Gallatin." 


NoTX  of  the  British  Commissioners.— 
[Received  after  the  above  letter  wu 
written.] 

"  The  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty  do  themselvea  the 
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forward  tacb  pretensions  as  tbose  which 
had  been  attriboied  to  them.  When  the 
dispute  was  relative  to  a  great  principle ; 
when  oar  object  was  to  secure  the  alle* 
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honour  of  acqaatntingthe  plenipotentiaries 
of  the  United  States,  that  they  have  com* 
monicated  to  their  coort  the  feialt  of  the 
conference  which  they  had  the  honour  of 
holding  with  them  upon  the  0th  instant, 
in  which  they  stated  that  they  were  an* 
provided  with  any  specific  instructions  as 
to  comprehending  the  Indian  nations  in  a 
treaty  of  peace  to  be  made  with  Great 
Britain,  and  as  to  defining  a  boundary  to 
the  Indian  territory.  The  undersigned 
•re  instructed  to  acquaint  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  United  States,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's government  having,  at  the  outset  of 
the  negociatlon,  with  a  view  to  the  speedy 
restoration  of  peace,  reduced  as  far  as  poe> 
•ibie  the  number  of  points  to  be  discussed, 
and  having  professed  themselves  willing 
to  Ibrego,  on  some  important  topics,  any 
stipulation  to  the  advantage  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, cannot  but  feel  some  surprise  that 
the  government  of  the  United  Slates 
should  not  have  furnished  their  plenipo- 
tentiaries with  instructions  upon  tbose 
points  which  could  hardly  fail  to  come 
under  discussion, 

•'  Under  the  inability  of  the  American 
plenipotentiaries  to  conclude  any  article 
upon  the  subject  of  Indian  pacification 
and  Indian  boundary  which  shall  bind 
the  government  of  the  United  States,  his 
Majesty's  government  conceive  that  they 
cannot  give  a  better  proof  of  their  sincere 
desire  for  the  restoration  of  peaee,  than  by 
professing  their  willingness  to  accept  a 
provisional  article  upon  those  heads,  in 
the  event  of  the  American  plenipotentia- 
ries considering  themselves  adtheriaed  to 
accede  to  the  general  principles  upon 
which  such  an  article  ought  to  be  founoiMi, 
With  a  view  to  enable  the  American  ple- 
nipotentiaries to  decide  how  fiir  the  con- 
clusion of  such  an  article  is  within  the 
limit  of  their  discretion,  the  undersigned 
are  directed  to  state  fully  and  distinctly 
the  bases  upon  which  alone  Great  Briuin 
sees  any  prospect  of  advantage  in  the 
continuance  of  the  negociations  at  the 
present  time. 

*'The  undersigned  have  already  had 
the  honour  of  stating  to  the  Aoierican 
pleoipotentSaries,  that  in  considering  the 
poinU  above  referred  to  as  a  stac  eiia  aon  of 
any  treaty  of  peace,  the  Tiew  of  the  British 
liorerament  la  the  permaneiit  tranquillity 


giance  of  our  own  subjects,  and  support 
our  maritime  rights,  the  noble  eatl  knew 
that  his  (the  marquis  of  Lansdowne's) 
opinion  as  to  the  justice  of  the  war,  was  not 

and  security  of  the  Indian  nations,  and  the 
prevention  of  those  jealousies  and  irrita- 
tions, to  which  the  frequent  alteration  of 
the  Indian  limits  has  neretofore  given 
rise. 

''  For  this  purpose,  it  is  indispensably 
necessary  that  tne  Indian  nations,  who 
have  been  during  the  war  in  alliance  with 
Great  Britain,  should,  at  the  termination  of 
the  war,  be  included  in  the  pacification. 
It  is  equally  necessary,  that  a  definitire 
boundary  should  be  assigned  to  the  Indians, 
and  that  the  contracting  parties  should 
guarantee  the  integrity  of  their  territory, 
by  a  mutual  stipulation,  not  to  acquire  by 
purchase,  or  otherwise,  *ny  territory 
within  the  specified  limits.  The  British 
government  are  willing  to  take,  as  the 
basis  of  an  article  on  wis  subject,  those 
stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of  Grenville, 
subject  to  modifications^  which  relate  to  a 
boundary  line. 

'*  As  the  undersigned  are  denrous  of 
stating  every  point  in  connection  with  the 
subject,  which  may  reasonably  influence 
the  decision  of  the  American  plenipoten- 
tiaries In  the  exercise  of  their  discretion, 
they  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity 
to  repeat  what  they  have  already  stated, 
that  Great  Britain  desires  the  revision  of 
the  firontier  between  her  North  American 
dominions  and  those  of  the  United  States, 
not  with  any  riew  to  an  acquisition  of 
territory,  as  such,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  her  possessions  and  preventing 
future  disputes. 

<'  The  British  government  consider  the 
lakes,  from  lake  Ontario  to  lake  Superior 
both  inclusive,  to  be  the  natural  military 
frontier  of  the  British  possessions  in  North 
America.  Astheweakerpoweron  the  North 
American  continent,  the  least  capable  of 
acting  ofiensively,  and  the  most  exposed 
tosuiMen  invasion,  Great  Britain  considers 
the  military  occupation  of  these  lakes 
necessary  to  the  security  of  her  dominions, 
A  boundary  line  equally  dividing  these 
waters,  with  aright  to  each  nation  to  arm, 
both  upon  the  lakes  and  upon  their 
shores  is  calculated  to  create  a  contest  for 
nayal  ascendancy,  in  peace  as  well  as  in 
war.  The  power  which  occupies  these 
lakes  should,  as  a  necessary  result^  have 
the  military  occupation  of  both  shores. 

"  In  furtheranoe  of  this  object,  the 
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materially  different  from  bit  own.    But, 
if  the  object  of  the  war  on  our  part  came 
to  be— not  the  securing  the  allegiance  and 
services  of  our  own  subjects — not  the  de- 
fence of  our   maritime   rights-^not  any 
great  principle  which  this  country  could 
not  with  safety  give  up  ;  but  an  accession 
of  territory,   a  new   boundary   line,  the 
entire  possession  of  the  navigation  of  the 
lalces,  and  especially  the  preventing  the 
i^mericans  from  acquiring  any  accession 
of  territory  from  the  Indians  within  the 
Mississippi,  the  line  marked  by  a  former 
treaty  ;^f  the  object  of  the  war  was  thus 
changed,  he  desired  to  be  considered  as 
no  supporter  of  these  new  principles  upon 
which  the  contest  was  conducted.     It  was 
true,  if  the  noble  earl  said  that  these  were 
bat  partial  documents,  that  they  disclosed 
*only  part  of  the  case,  he  could  not  argue 
upon  these  docuiAents.     But  still,  if  this 
publication  by  America  gave  an  erroneous 
view  of  the  subject,  it  was  of  very  great 
importance  that  the  matter  should  be  set 
on  its  right  footing ;  and  on  this  ground  it 
was,  that  he  was  desirous  that  the  noble 
earl,  either  by  communication  to  parlia^ 
ment,  which  was  the  most  regular  mode, 
or  in  some  other  way,  should  give  Ame- 
rica and  £orope  to  understand,  that  the 
pretensions  of   the    British    government 
had  been  erroneously  stated  on  the  part  of 
the  American  government. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  declared,  that  he 

British  government  is  prepared  to  propose 
a  boundary  ;  but  as  this  might  be  con- 
strued as  an  intention  to  extend  their 
possessions  to  the  southward  of  the  lakes, 
which  is  by  no  means  the  object  they  have 
in  view,  they  are  disposed  to  leave  the 
territorial  limits  undisturbed,  and  as  inci- 
dent to  them,  the  free  commercial  naviga- 
tion of  the  lakes ;  provided  that  the  Ame« 
rican  government  will  stipulate  not  to 
maintain,  or  construct  any  fortificationa 
npon,  or  within  a  limited  distance  of  the 
shores ;  or  maintain,  or  construct  any 
armed  vessels  upon  the  lakes  in  question, 
or  in  the  rivers  which  empty  themselves 
into  the  same. 

^f  this  can  be  adjusted,  there  will  then 
remain  for  discussion  the  arrangement  of 
the'  north-western  boundary  between  lake 
Superior  and  the  Mississippi,  the  free 
navigation  of  that  river>  and  such  a  vaca* 
tion  of  the  line  of  frontier  as  may  secure 
a  direct  communication  between  Quebec 
and  Halifax. 

'« The  nndenigned  tnitt  thai  the  full 


'  was  as  sensible  as  the  noble  marquia  could 
possibly  be,  that  at  the  proper  time  all  the 
circumstances  mentioned  by   the    noble 
marquis  ought  to  be  fully  explained.  The 
question  was,  was  that  the  time  ?  All  that 
he  could  then  say  was  to  repeat  hia  for- 
mer assertion,  that  the  British  government 
did  not  see  any  thing  in  the  unjustifiable 
step  which  had  been  taken  by  America  to 
induce  them    to  depart  from  the  usage 
which  had  prevailed  at  all  times  with  na- 
tions, not  to  publish  or  explain  the  cir- 
cumstances of  any  negociation  while  that 
negociation    was    in    progress    and    not 
brought  to  any  issue.     Under  this  im- 
pression, it  was  impossible  for  him  to  re- 
ply at  present  to   the   points  alladed   to 
by  the  noble  marquis;  but  at  the  proper 
time  he  pledged  himself  fully  to  explain 
his  conduct  and  that  of  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernmc^ht,  to  parliament,  to  Europe,  and 
to  the  world.    There  was  one  thing  which 
he  wished  particularly  to  impress  oo  their 
lordships'  minds,  namely,  that,  whatever 
might  appear  on  the  face  of  the  papera 
which  had  been  alluded  to,  the  negociation 
had  not  closed,  it  had  never  intermitted, 
and  was  still  proceeding ;  notwithstanding 
the  pernicious  effects  which  might  arise 
from  the  disclosures  that  had  been  so  un- 
warrantablv  made. 

The  Earl  of  Dotumghmore  was  ready  to 
admit,  that  if  the  statement  in  the  Ameri- 
can papers  had  proceeded  from  any  un- 

Statement  which  they  have  made  of  the 
views  and  objects  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, in  requiring  the  pacification  of  the 
Indian  nations  and  a  permanent  limit  to 
their  territories,  will  enable  the  Amertcaa 
plenipotentiaries  to  conclude  a  provisional 
article  upon  the  basis  above  atated. 
Should  they  feel  it  necessary  to  refer  to 
the  government  of  the  United  States  for 
further  instructions,  the  undersigned  feel 
it  incumbent  upon  them  to  acquaint  the 
American  plenipotentiaries,  that  the  go- 
vernment cannot  be  precluded  by  any 
thing  that  has  passed,  from  varying  the 
terms  now  proposed,  in  such  a  manner  as 
the  state  of  war,  at  the  time  of  resaming 
the  conferences,  may,  in  their  judgment, 
render  advisable. — The  undersigned  avail 
themselves  of  this  occasion  to  renew  to  the 
plenipotentiariea  of  the  Unitied  States,  the 
assurance  of  their  high  consideration. 

"  Henbt  GoULBUBir. 

'*  GAMHixa. 
**  William  Awaits. 
"  Okeiti,  IBik  Augm,  ISI V 
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antlMriMd  iiidi?id«i],  the  mrgMMnt  of  tiw 
noble  earl  wooM  be  sefficieotiy  teiitfac- 
tory.  But  tkat  was  not  the  oate.  Hetfe 
voce  two  goFenniente  irn  treaty  with  each 
other ;  oae  of  which  having  publitheil  an 
official  statement  said  to  be  pariiaU  the 
other  was  called  open  to  feraish  one  that 
waa  correct.  What  he  wished  the  noble 
earl  to  do,  was  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  American  government;  and  as  that 
government  had  sent  forth  an  accooul 
calcelaled  to  inflnence  America  and  £a- 
rope  in  their  favour,  the  noble  lord  ap* 
peered  to  bim  boand,  in  doty  to  the  Bri- 
tish government,  to  publish  soch  a  stale- 
ment,  if  it  was  in  his  power  to  do  so,  ae 
weald  do  away  the  mischievooe  eflfects  of 
that  of  the  enemy.  Never  had  a  ques- 
tion been  brought  before  their  lordships 
calcniated  to  excite  greater  astenishment, 
both  on  this  and  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic.  The  poblic  had  conceived,  that 
we  were  carrying  on  ihe  war  for  thai  vital 
principle  of  onr  existence— 4he  right  of 
claiming  the  service  of  our  own  citisens. 
All  wasy  however,  changed.  Noae  of  the 
lending  pointf,  formerly  considertd  so  im- 
portant, vmre  sinlngly  touched  ;  tbey 
were  only  just  mentioned ;  while  those  in- 
listed  Qpon.  were  entire^  new— our  own 
aggiand  moment,  an  alteration  of  the  boon* 
dary,  the  abandonment  of  the  lakes  by 
the  American  navy,  or,  in  other  words,  the 
destruction  of  the  American  naval  frontier 
«-ail  these  were  new  grounds  lor  nego- 
elation,  of  which  the  public  had  not  hi- 
therto been  informed.  Under  these  cir- 
eomatanoes,  was  it  not  the  bounden  duty 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  acknowledge 
that  there  bad  been  a  change  of  demands ; 
and  to  slate,  if  that  was  the  fact,  that  the 
change  hnd  become  neceasary,  from  what 
bad  passed  in  other  parts  of  the  world  ? 
Bet  this  the  noble  earl  refused  to  do. 
Allowing  that  the  publication  by  the 
American  government  was  calculated  to 
be  pemicioos,  the  noble  earl  determined 
to  wait  until  the  mischiaf  waa  done, 
belbre  he  gave  the  explanation  by  which 
alone  itcould  be  prevented.  Their  lord- 
ships were  to  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  the 
proeeedingsof  government,  until  the  period 
when  the  only  power  left  to  them  would 
be  tint  of  expressing  their  disapproba- 
tion. 

The  Marquis  of  Luuthume  said,  he  did 
net  riae  for  the  purpose  of  prolonging  the 
conversation,  but  in  order  to  give  the 
ttoble  earl  an  opportunity  of  disclaiming, 
as  he  waa  sure  ho  would  be  able  to  do>  a 
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charge  made  by  America.  Tha^  noble 
earl  could  not  be  ignorant  that  it  had  been 
flSost  d^tinctly  charged  against  the  Bri-' 
tisb  in  America,  that  in  the  southern' 
statea  our  naval  and  military  commanders 
had  induced  the  slaves  to  desert  (rom  the 
American  Service,  and  had  afterwards  con- 
veyed them  to  the  West  Indiee,  and  sold 
them  there.  These  allegations  were,  it 
waa  said,  accompanied  by  documentary 
proof,  although  that  proof  had  not  been 
published.  A  charge  of  greater  infamy 
was  never  made  against  a  civilised  go- 
vernment, and  particularly  a  government 
which  profmsed  (aild  he  trusted  candidly) 
an  utter  detestation  of  that  traffic.  For 
himself,  he  did  not  attach  the  slightest 
credit  to  the  accusation*;  but  in  bis  opi- 
nion, when  soeh  a  declaraCion  was  made 
officially  by  any  governpnent,  it  merited 
an  explicit  refutation. 

The  Earl  of  Lmrpool  felt  highly  obliged 
to  the  noble  marquis  for  giving  him  the 
opportunity  of  declaring  that  he  had 
never  even  heard  of  such  an  occurrence, 
until  he  saw  it  imputed  to  us  in  the  Ame- 
rican papers.  Kot  only  had  the  British 
government  no  knowledge  of  any  soch 
proceeding,  but  he  was  firmly  convinced 
that  the  statement  of  its  having  taken 
place  was  entirely  void  of  foundation.  An 
immediate  inquiry  should^  however,  bo 
made  into  the  circumstances  which  could 
possibly  have  given  rise  to  such  an  allega- 
tion ;  and  if  it  should  appear  (which  he 
was  persuaded  it  would  not)  that  there  waa 
the  slightest  ground  whatever  for  an  accu- 
sation of  so  criminal  a  nature,  measurea 
would  immediately  be  adopted  to  bring 
the  ofienders  to  justice. 

After  a  few  words  in  explanation  be- 
tween their  lordships,  on  some  of  the  fore- 
gomg  points*  a  conversation  took  place, 
principally  between  the  earls  of  Liverpool 
and  Donoughmore,  relative  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  on  those  days  for 
which  no  important  businem  stood. 

The  Earl  of 'Liverpool  reminded  their 
lordships,  that  on  cause  days,  viz.  Mon- 
days, Wednesdays,  and  Fridays,  the 
House  met;  and  his  noble  and  lesmed 
friend  on  the  woolsack  sat,  in  reference  to 
the  judicial  business,  from  ten  till  four 
o'clock.  After  which  period,  when  no  im- 
portant businessstood, it  was  often  found  dif- 
ficult to  keep  a  House  till  five  o'clock  ; 
thereforci  in  such  cases,  to  remsin  till  that 
hour,  would  be  an  unnecessary  prolonga- 
tion of  the  noble  and  learned  lord's  trou- 
ble ;•  and  he  believed,  that,  in  general,  it 

(2C) 
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would  not  be  uoiatisfactory  to  their  lord- 
shipSf  if  it  were  anderstood  that  on  thoae 
days  an  adjoamment  should  take  place  a| 
four  o'clock. 

The  Earl .  of  Danoughmore  deprecated 
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ffentleman  when  be  iotrodaced  this  Bill  a 
&w  days  ago,  that  he  congratulated  the 
House  upon  the  efficacy  and  success  which 
had  attended  the  operation  of  the  Bill 
passed  last  session,  for  the  internal  tran* 


the  idea,  that  even  on   such  days  there    quillity  of  Ireland ;  and  that  the  govern- 

erval.     He    ment  of  Ireland  had  not  found  it  necessary 


should  be  no  House  in  that  interval 
should  think  it  was  the  doty  of  their  lord- 
ships, particularly  of  the  members  of  his 
Majesty's  government,  to  attend  regu- 
larly, and  to  preclude  any  complaints  of  a 
House-not  being  kept. 

The  Lord  ChanoeUor  said  a  few  words 
on  the  occasion,  observing*  that  the  re- 
mark of  the  difficulty  of  keeping  a  House 
together  (which  it  did  iv>t  depend  upon 
him  to  do),  did  not  apply  to  cause  days 
alone,  bat  to  other  days  in  the  week,  and 
seemed  to  deprecate  the  want  of  a  better 
attendance. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  November  21. 

Militia.]  Sic  Samuel  RamiUy  gave 
notice,  that  on  Monday  next  he  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  embodying  of  the  militia 
after  the  termination  of  the  war.  Prepa- 
ratory to  this  consideration,  he  would  beg 
leave  to  move  for  returns  of  such  militia 
regiments  of  the  united  kingdom  as  had 
been  disembodied  since  last  May ;  the 
times  when,  and  the  places  where,  they 
had  been  disembodied ;  and  the  numbers 
of  those  who  remained  embodied  since 
that  time :  also  of  such  regular  regiments 
as  were  disbanded  since  May ;  the  times 
when,  where,  &c*;  with  the  amount  of 
their  present  establishment.— -The  returns 
were  ordered  accordingly. 

Irish  Supsbintendinc  Magistsates 
Bill*]  Mr.  Peel  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  to  amend  an  Act  passed 
in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  intituled, 
"  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  better  exe- 
cution of  the  laws  in  Ireland,  by  appoint- 
ing superintending  magistrates  and  addi- 
tional constables  in  counties,  in  certain 
cases." 

Mr.  /.  P.  Grant  said,  he  could  not 
refrain  from  adverting  to  this  subject, 
although  a  better  opportunity  would  per- 
haps be* afforded  him  for  entering  into  its 
merits,  in  the  event  of  his  bringing  forward 
the  measure  of  which  he  gave  notice  at 
the  close  of  last  session,  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  state  of  Ireland.  It  had  been 
said,  as  he  undentood^  by  ttoe  right  hoo. 


necessary 

to  call  into  action  one  of  them  (the  Insur- 
rection Act)  at  all;  and  the  other  (the  Pre- 
servation of  the  Peace  Bill)  was  only 
acted  upon  in  one  district,  thai  of  Middle- 
third.  Now,  for  his  own  part,  he  was  not 
convinced,  by  the  course  of  reasoning 
which  had  been  adopted  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite,  nor  could  be 
bring  himself  to  think,  that  the  necessity 
for  a  measure  was  proved  by  its  never 
having  been  put  in  force,  or  its  utility 
established,  by  its  never  being  called  for. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  proceeded 
to  avow  himself  to  be  one  of  those  who 
still  remained  unconvinced  of  the  necessity 
pf  those  coercive  measures  towards  Ire- 
land ;  indeed,  he  confessed  that  be  was 
more  strongly  impressed  than  before  with 
the  ill  efifect  of  the  bills  which  were 
enacted  hut  session ;  and  under  this  im- 
pression he  would,  at  no  distant  period, 
propose  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  Ire- 
land, provided  no  more  competent  and 
better  informed  person  expressed  himself 
prepared  to  undertake  that  task. 

Mr.  1^/did  not  think  it  fair  for  the  hon* 
and  learned  gentleman  to  confound  the  two 
Bills  under  one  head.  He  (Mr.  Peel)  had 
certainly  stated  on  a  former  night,  that 
the  most  beneficial  consequences  had 
flowed  to  the  country  from  the  enactment 
of  the  two  Bills ;  but  he  could  not  concor 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  that 
the  non-enforcement  of  pne  of  them  formed 
any  reason  to  suppose  that  its  enactment 
had  been  unnecessary.  It  was  in  the 
recollection  of  the  House,  that  when  he 
had  moved  for  the  introduction  of  those 
ActSy  he  had  distinctly  expressed  his 
fervent  hope  that  the  Irish  governoient 
would  not  be  compelled,  by  the  necessity 
of  the  case,  to  resort  to  their  enforcement. 
He  felt  pleasure  in  stating,  those  hopes 
had  been  realized;  and  the  Peace  Preser- 
vation Bill  had  only  been  acted  upon  in 
the  Barony  of  Middlethird,  and  then  after 
a  call  for  that  purpose  of  the  magistrstes 
and  gentry  of  that  county,  in  a  meeting 
of  which  lord  Llandaff  was  chairman.  He 
had  not  stated,  however,  that  complete 
tranquillity  prevailed  in  Ireland,  and  from 
thence  argued  the  justification  of  the  Bills ; 
and  whene?er  the  hon.  and  learned  gtn« 
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rage  in    those  parts   where  crime  bad 


tleman  thought  proper  to  introduce  his 
motion,  he  shdold  be  prepared  to  prore 
tbet^  necessity  when  called  for,  and  their 
effieacy  in  restraining  violence  and  out- 


usually  predominated. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  to«morroWl 


Taxes.]    Mr.  Bennett,  from  the  Exchequer,  presented  at  the  bar,  the  following 
Accounts :— 

An  Account  of  the  Income  of,  and  Chaegs  upon,  the  Consolidated  Fund  ; — for  the 
Quarters  ending  the  5th  of  July  and  10th  of  October,  ISli. 

■  !■■■  ■■I»l»l  ■  I  ■ .  ■■  ■»l»  ■■  ■  ■ 

INCOME. 


5th  jalf  1814. 


OWTOlfl  .... 

bleofMmn  ... 

Qoarmntioe  ^  *  ^ 

CttosU  tte,  ... 

PwoMuieDt  Duty         ... 
Ezcifs         •  -  •  '     • 

Britbb  Spiriti,  Aano  1806 

1811 
Foreign  Ditto       ... 

flVAlIM  •  •  •  .  . 

Incideots        ..... 
UuidTAiiw  .... 

Sarplut  Anoual  Datifli  oo  Sugar,  Stc 

Matt 

Land  Tax  on  Offices 
Arraars  of  Income        •        •  *        ^  * 

Impreit  Monica,  ke»  ... 

Milifla  Fines  •  .  .  • 

Sarploi  of  Exchequer  Fees 
Tontine  Money  reter? ed 
Interest  on  accoont  of  Ireland 
Broaght  from  War  Tasca 
Surplua  Annual  Doty  on  Tobacco 
lolerest  on  account  of  Portugal 
Aiscssed  Taxes,  Anno  1798 


£. 

418,597 

414 

2»190 

1,570 

153^19 

3,630,611 

153,300 

302,943 

7,377 

1,410,320 

2,903,288 

423,763 

183,563 

31,637 

9,052 

900 

65,072 


1     7i 

17  10 
15    2 

18  11^ 
9    6 


lOUi  ectoier  ISU. 


0 
0 
0 
0 
6 


0 
0 
0 
0 
6 


16    8^ 
5 
0 
0 


0* 

0 

0 

16  10 
0*0 

18    4 


32,742  18  4 

11,834    3  Oi 

790,351  17  7 

614,035  17  4i 

18,426    0  0 


11,165,313    2    9} 


1,373,301 

2,832 

4,071 

2,871 

184,674 

4,036,912 

74,200 

148,293 

20,883 

1.459,855 

1,002,970 

133,033    1     0^ 

455,497    0    0 

239,431     0    0 

12,335    3     9 

74  18     5 

15,862    6    8 

240    0    0 

32,000    0    0 

945,250    9    5 
781,762    9    2 

98,585     1     6 
30    5  10| 


10,954,968    6    3 


CHARGE. 


Exchequer,  South  Sen  and  Bank  of  England  Anuuities 
Bank  Dividcikls  .... 

Towards  Redemption  of  the  National  Debt  * 
GTillist  .... 

Peniions  and  Aonoities  .  •  .  . 

Miscellaneous  Gliaiges  .... 


Suc|ilo8 
Deficiency 


£. 


5di  July  1814. 


337,887    0  10) 

8,922,963    9    4 

2,418,209  16    9^ 

257,000    0    0 

115,957    7  10 


I0(h 


12,052^)17  14  10 
886,704  12  *  Of 


11,165,313    2    9) 


£. 

296,869 

5,478,997 

2,543,065 

857,000 

155,702 

368 


isii. 


#.  d. 

2  10 

14  4 

i  ''i 

0  0 

2  104 

19  0 


8,732,003 
2,222,965 


0    8 
5    7 


10,954,968     6    3 


Exchequer,  I 

flstdayorNofamber,  1814.  (  , 


Wm.  Rosa  Hawoxtb. 
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An  Account  of  the  Net  Receipt  of  the  PB«aANEiiT,  Annual^  and  WAft^AXBS ;  for  tii^ 

Years  eiide^  the  10th  October  1818  and  1814*. 


CutTOMf  CoDflolidated 

Ditto Isle  of  Man  

Bitto QuareDtkie  Dttty 

Ditto Canal  and  Dock  Ditto.*.... 

Ditto PenDanent  Ditto , 

Excise  ConioUdated  ^^^, 

Ditto British  Spirits 

•••••«I/ittO(...»«...«. .Ditto  ••••••.•»•••..«•••■•• 

Ditto Foreign  Ditto  

Sumps  Consolidated 

Lottery  Licences , 

I^ipd  Ikxes • ..«,«. 

Letter  Money ...••...•..•• 

Hawkers  and  Pedlars 

Seizures  ••... ; ^ „ 

Proffivs „ 

Gompesitions ^.  ^ 

Fnes  and  Forfeitures     ...^ • «• 

Rant  of  a  Ught  House 

ifMtto......  Alom  Mines 

Atienatkm  Doty 

Hackney  Ceacbas  and  Chairs 

Ditto Ditto ^ « 

Heoses  , 

i£.10.  per  Cent ^ 

Hair  Powder  CertiBcates 

HorM  Daalen  Licences 

Windows  «., •^...,...» 

Four  Wheeled  Carriages » 

Horses  far  Ritttog.M.M. ••••.••••••.••..•.••... 

Armorial  Beariogs 

Arrears  of  Asseaed  Tlzei   

Male  Serrants  • •«...• 

Dogs «4 » 

Windows 


1813 


1806 
1814 


....•••*..•••...«•...  p. 1 


Houses  , 

Horses  for  Ridmg '...., 

Male  Servaats  .• 

Dogs , ,,.. 

Two  Wheeled  Carriages 
Windows    


Horses  and  Moles 


4*... *•••«•• 


•••«•«•. 


nW  %%^m  •««•«.««.■.»•• 


Horse  Dealers  Licences 
Senraats    •••••••m«j«.»... 

Hair  Powder     ....^ 

Armorial  Veerings    

Carriages 

Dogs  ..., i 

<£•  10.  per  Cent. ^.... 

Oansolidated  Assessed  Taxes 
Sd  p«^  Lib.  on  Pensions  .••.. 

If.  Ditto  on  Salaries    .^ 

GiL  Ditto  CD  Peastoos   

It.  Ditto  on  Salaries 

M  Ditto  on  Pensions  •..«••.. 

If.  Ditto  on  Salaries    

6(2.  Ditto  on  Pensions  

If.  Ditto  on 


>»•«•. i. 


1806 
1808 
1809 


!.«..•••    ••••«*•••.•••.. 


6</.  Ditto  on  Pensions 
\u  Ditto  on  Salaries 


..•a...... •* 


Pemaaent  Taxei^  carried  forward...  m,  £. 


Yeir  ended  10th  Oct.  1813. 


£.        f.  d. 

3,298.312  0  9i 

7,117  19  1 

ll,«8«  9  7 

9ii,l45  18  2 

238,665  7  4 

15,175,430  4  7i 

265,939  19  5  J 

18,701  18  1 

28.127  0  0 

5,265.065  11  3 

3,166  19  0 

1,095,525  8  7i 

1,394,000  0  0 

17,490  0  0 

32,612  16  V^ 

612  12  11 

2  0  0 

1,014  15  4 

6  IS  4 

864  0  0 

7,529  17  5 

9.468  0  0. 

12,940  0  0 

439  0  9 

100  0  0 

100  0  0 

83  13  6 

18  0  0 

42  2  0 

200  0  0 

588  9  4 

9  10  0 

II  0  0 


' 


Year  eadetf  lOth  Oct  ]#t4. 


AOO  0  0 


33,024^888  17  5 


i£.  f.  d^ 

2,966,571  15  n 

4,909  9  7 

11.420  15  8| 

13,639  0  3 

607,077  6  6J 

15,475,332  17  l| 

345,000  0  0 

653^660  f^  0 

47,698  0  0 

5,540,667  12  10 

3,774  3  7 

1,051,127  7  9| 

1,453,000  0  0 

15,380  0  0 

7,838  4  2i 

601  14  3 

0  16  • 
392  19  0 

864  0  0 

5,669  15  4 

9,770  0  0 

13,000  0  0 

1  2  0 


1,923 
1,190 
1,384 
1,15« 

375 
1,337 

666 

«45 
2,207 

935 

1,355 

6,410,067 

10 

112 

566 

87 

1,037 

738 

1,030 

1,100 

5,700 

15,000 


u 

0 

6 

li 

19 

8 

4 

5* 

It 

0 

7 

\\ 

B 

A 

3  10( 

11 

H 

14 

0 

I^IO 

15 

H 

1 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

34,674^112  14  6 
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Pccoiftiieiit  Tim,  brongbt  forward 

Surploi  Aanoal  Dutiet  oo  Sag^cmtid  Malt... 

Ditto Ditto /Tubacco — 

Ditto Ditto Additiooal  Malt    

Ditto Ditto Malt  

Ditto  land  Tax  on  Offlees,  &c 

Ditto  6d.  par  lib.  oo  Ptenaiona     ....« 

Ditto  U.  Dkto Salariea  

Arreart  of  Income 

Fines  of  Leaies 

Rent  of  Crown  Lands 

Militia  PiuM  


ToCAL  Net  Recaipl ^. 


Annual  Duties,  to  |>ay  off  f  Sugar  and  Malt  

£,  3,000,000  )  Additional  Ditto 

Exchequer  Bills  jTobacco 

charged  thereon*  ^PeiuioBS«  OAcea,  fcc. 


£. 


WAR  TAXES: 


British  Spirits   

Ditto Ditto  

Ditto Ditto 

Foreign  Ditto      

Matt,  Cap.  6S  , 

SwreU    , 

Tea    

Tobacco    

Brandy      

Ditto .' 

Temporary  or  War  Dnty. 

Ditto Ditto .... 

Ditto Ditto  .... 

Property  

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto ....•..•.«....» 

Ditto  •.....«. 


1810 


iJlttO  .»>»  —  f—i«»t».>M.«.. .»»»—».«»— 

J)itto  •.••..«.••.•■.••••.•«••«. 

Ditto ^, 

Ditto 


Ynr  ended  inch  OcL  ISlS. 


35,084,988  17  5 

1,099,018    8  44 

1,600    0  0 

61,593    0  0 

363,577    0  0 

69,801   17  0 


41     5    0 
8,881     0    0 

920    0    0 


34,693,721     7    9| 


2,731.093    5  11} 
124,321     0    0 
338,468  19  10| 
1,500    0    0 


3,195,383    5  lOf 


622,947    0 

1,500    0 

79,560    0 

769,855     0 

2,027,121     0 

4,221     0 

1,505,759    7 

333,224    0 

54,301     0 

7,713    0 

3,367,473  1$ 

54,500    8 

98,232  13 

1,370    4 

11,420    1 

•9,990  17 

4,252    9 

8,655    0 

43.889     2 

119,638     d 

634,969    3 

2,046,025     2 

9,916,747  10 

1,003,900    0 


Tew 


lOthOcfciaid. 


£.  t.    d. 

34,674,112  14    6 

509,803  1  11 

151,474  13    9 

742,341  8  10 

451,576  0    0 

54,201  U    7| 


8,167    0  lU 
465    0    0 

9,485  16    4 
440    0    4) 


36,589,087    7    3f 


9,636,804    8  10{ 
191,257  11     9 
272,785    6  10 


3,100,847    0  lOf 


df.  ( 22,740,568    4    Of 


729,327 

127,500 

26,500 

855,979 

8,904,465 

3,666 

1,573,368 

294,156 

83,997 

4,301 

3,123,947 

56,154 

202,853 

845 

1,300 

3,664 

4,764 

11,618 

20,969 

93,390 

79,673 

519,196 

9,398,367 

10,235.736 

966,656 


23,475.418  19    6i 


Exchequer,  the  21st     > 
^y  of  November,  1814.  > 


Wm.  Bon  HAWot-n. 
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Roman  Catholics.]  Sir  J.  C  H^pitlqf 
moved  for  the  production  of  copies  of  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Roman  Catholic  pre- 
lates of  Ireland,  of  the  month  of  January, 
1799 ;  and  also  for  a  copy  of  the  letter  of 
Monseigneur  Quarantotti,  of  Februaiy, 
18]  4,  addressed  to  Dr.  Poyn\er.  He  ob« 
•erved,  that  orders  of  the  House  had  been 
made  on  his  prior  motion,  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session ;  but,  by  t^a^e  accident, 
the  orders  bad  not  been  complied  with« 
though  the  motion  was  made  with  the 
acquiescence  of  the  noble  viscount,  to. 
whose  office  those  documents  bad  been 
transmitted.  Sir  J.  C.  Hi  ppisley  observed . 
that  he  was  the  more  anxious  to  renew  the' 
motion,  as  the  papers  were  in  themselves 
highly  interesting,  and  so  much  misrepre- 
sentation bad  obtained  on  the  subject  of 
them,  and  indeed  on  the  general  subject 
which  had  been  so  often  before  the  House. 
He  had  to  regret  that  a  very  valuable 
compilation,  by  W.  Poven,  of  the  Temple^ 
on  the  subject  of  tho  ancient  jurisdiction 
of  the  crown,  was  not  to  be  obtained  by 
the'  same  means,  though  it  was  deposited 
in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state  for 
the  home  department.  He  had  the  satis* 
faction,  however,  to  know  that  the  report 
would  shortly  be  published,  and  very 
valuable  information  thereby  derived  to 
the  public,  matetially  elucidating  the 
question  of  Catholic  claims.  Another 
rescript,  of  no  light  import,  had  lately 
appeared,  which  he  could  much  wish  to 
have  been  able  to  put  on  record,  in  the 
same  manner,  iti  the  collection  of  docu- 
ments upon  this  subject.  He  alluded  to 
the  papal  rescript,  or  bull,  for  the  resto- 
ration of  the  Jesuits— -a  subject  which, 
when  noticed  by  him  only  in  prospective 
on  a  former  occasion,  had  been  treated 
with  considerable  levity ;  though  at  the 
same  time  a  right  hon.  gentleman,  now 
absent  on  h  diplomatic  mission,  (Mr.  Can- 
ning) admitted  that  the  revival  of  the 
j)rder  in  En^^land,  after  its  abolitjon  in 
every  Catholic  state,  was  of  a  very  alarm- 
ing nature,  if  substantiated.  The  impro- 
bability of  such  a  revival,  therefore, 
could  jbe  the  only  ground  of  its  being  so 
lightly  treated  on  that  occasion.  The 
fact*  however^  was  now  no  longer  to  be 
controverted.  A  bull  had  appeared,  an- 
thoriaing  the  revival  of  the  Order  in  every 
state,  in  the  plenitude  of  its  original  in- 
stitute. Sir  J.  C.  Hippisley  said,  be  wish- 
ed to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House.to  this 
fact,  more  particularly  in  consequence  of 
the  misrepresentations  tlytt  had  gone  forth 
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on  the  subject.  Mr.  Francis  Plowden, 
who  valued  himself  on  being  considered 
as  the  historian  of  Ireland,  but  whose  his- 
toric pages  were  more  known  by  their 
bulk  than  their  accuracy,  had  written  a 
very  di£R]se  eulogy  of  the  Orderj  in  which 
he  bad  been  educated.  It  was  in  Russia* 
he .  exclaims,  that  this  *  pianta  si  cara* 
flourishes  in  all  its  vigour,  where  it  has  its 
general,  its  professors,  &c.  Certun  it 
was,  that  in  Russia  the  Order  did  exist, 
and  was  now  confirmed  by  the  papal 
bull.  But  Mr.  Plowden  had  suppressed 
the  intimation  of  the  real  circumstances 
attendant  upon  it.  The  Jesuit  colleges 
existed,  and  they  were  obliged  to  receive 
pupils,  without  distinction  of  religion ;  but 
a  priest  of  the  Greek  church  was  also  ap- 
pointed to  each  college,  to  instruct  the 
youth  in  the  principles  of  the  national  re- 
ligion. The  Jesuits  were  interdicted  from 
instructing  the  pupils,  not  of  their  own 
communion,  in  the  doctrines  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church.  Examinations  were 
held,  at  which  the  priests  of  the  Greek 
church  assisted;  and  no  communication 
with  the  see  of  Rome  was  permitted,  with- 
out the  express  authority  of  the  state. 
Sir  J.  C.  Hippisley  said,  be  could  extend 
this  head  of^  instruction  to  great  detail,  in 
opposition  to  what  was  so  industriously 
propagated  to  mislead  the  lower  and  ill- 
informed  classes  of  the  Catholics,  espe- 
cially in  Ireland,  not  only  in  reference  to 
the  Jesuits,  but  to  the  whole  subject,  as 
far  as  it  was  connected  with  restrictions 
obtained  by  every  state ;  such  as  he  had 
often  noticed  in  that  House,  and  such  as 
it  was  the  object  of  the  committee  he  had 
moved  in  a  former  session,  to  substantiate. 
In  adverting  to  the  fate  of  that  committee^ 
though  it  could  not  but  excite  his  regret, 
it  w^s  unaccompanied  with  any  other  feel- 
ing of  a  personal  nature.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman,  whose  great  powers  had  been 
called  forth  to  frustrate  the  motion,  bad 
since  urged  its  renewal ;  but  this  sir  J.  C. 
Hippisley  had  declined,  for  it  was  for  mi- 
nisters only  to  assure  the  success  of  it. 
He  was  ready  to  assist,  but  not  again  to 
originate  it  In  whatever  view  the, sub- 
ject of  concession  was  to  be  considered,  as 
to  iu  extent  or  limitation,  he  was  assured 
there  was  no  other  adequate  means  to 
promote  consistent  legislation,  but  to  re- 
sort to  this  preliminary  measure  of  inves- 
tigation. Before  he  sat  down,  he  could 
not  but  in  conscience  submit  to  the  consi- 
deration of  his  Majesty's  ministers  the 
distressing  situation  in  which  many  fami- 
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lies  were  iDTolved,  in  consequence  of  the 
preseni  state  of  the  lews»  as  they  affected 
the  marriages  of  Catholics.  In  the  duke 
of  Newcastle's  administration,  the  late 
pope  had  nrged  the  Roman  Catholic  pre* 
lates  in  this  coantry  to  solicit  relief  from 
tte  King's  ministers,  so  far  as  to  legiti* 
mate,  by  an  act>  the  marriage  of  Catho- 
lics»  without  forcing  them  to  a  Protestant 
church;  which,  in  fact,  was  ofientiTeto 
their  feelings  and  the  discipline  of  their 
church.  Of  the  vast  mass  of  the  lower 
class  of  the  Irish  Catholics  in  the  Ticinity 
of  London,  it  was  known  that  not  one  out 
of  a  hundred  legitimated  their  marriages 
by  submitting  to  the  rites  of  the  establish- 
ed church ;  an  objection  which,  in  some 
measure,  existed  in  the  duke  of  New- 
castle's administration,  no  longer  obtain- 
ed, and  therefore  there  could  be  no  longer 
any  ground  to  withhold  a  boon  so  just  to 
be  conceded,  and  so  mischieTous  to  be 
withheld.  Sir  John  concluded  with  mov- 
ing, •'  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  House,  I.  A  Copy  of  the  Resolutions 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates  assembled 
at  Dublin  on  the  I7lh,  18th,  and  19th  of 
January  1799>  transmitted  to  the  chief 
secretary  of  Ireland.  2.  A  Copy  of  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Roman  Catholic  pre- 
lates at  Dublin,  of  the  28th  of  January 
1799,  trantmiUed  to  the  chief  secretary  of 
Ireland.  S.  A  Copy  of  a  Leuer  from 
Monseigneur  Quarantotti  to  Dr.  Poynter, 
dated  the  16th  of  February  1814,  trans- 
mitted to  his  Majesty's  principal  secretary 
of  s^tte  for  the  Iforeign  department." — 
Ordered. 

AiMT  EsTiMATBs.]  Lord  Palmerston 
moTed,  «<  That  the  House  do  resolve  iuelf 
into  a  committee,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  Estimates  for  the  army  serTi<!e." 

Mr.  WkUhtad  said,  before  the  Speaker's 
leaving  the  chair,  he  thought  it  right  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  several 
subjects  connected  with  the  estimates 
which  the  noble  lord  was  about  to  lay  be- 
fore them;  The  House  were  in  want  of 
that  information  which  was  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  form  a  proper  judgment 
of  the  votes  of  supply  proposed  by  his 
Majesty^s  ministers.  When,  on  a  former 
night,  he  bad  complained  of  the  same 
want  of  information,  he  had  been  answer- 
ed, that  they  bad  it  not  to  give.  There 
were  tome  questions  which  he  now  wished 


to  put,  with  respect  to  the  present  state  of 
Europe ;  and  without  obtaining  something 
like  satisfactory  answers  to  these  ques* 
tions,  it  was  impossible  for  the  House  to 
come   to  a  proper  resolution  as   to  the 
amoupt  of  force  which  ought  to  be  entrust* 
ed  to  the  crown.     He  understood  that  an 
engagement  which,  though  not  reduced 
to  writing,  was  certainly  not  the  less  bind- 
ing on  the  honour  of  the  country,  had 
been  entered  into  between  our  govern- 
ment and  the  person  at  present  wearing 
the  crown  of  Naples.     When  he  had  first 
mentioned  this  subject  in  the  House,  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer and  his  colleagues  had  suted,  that 
they  knew  nothing  of  any  such  engage- 
ment.    He  would  now   repeat,  that  he 
understood  there  was  a  written  treaty  be- 
tween the  emperor   of   Austria  and  the 
king  of  Naples ;  and  that  this  country,  by 
two  written  notes,  one  from  lord  Castle- 
reagh,   and  another  from  lord  William 
Bentinck,    had    become    parties  to   this 
treaty.      When    this    government    were 
asked  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the  king 
of  Naples,  that  sovereign  was  requested  to 
rely  on  an  engagement  of  honour,  as  there 
was    no    time  then  to   frame  a  regular 
treaty.    Did  not  this  regulate  the  force 
kept  up  in  Sicily  }  He  wished  to  ask,  too» 
if  there  was  not  a   treaty  between  this 
country  and  Spain,  which  had  not  yet 
been  produced  to  the  House  ?  He  under- 
stood that  a  secretary  of  sir  Henry  Wel- 
lesley  had    come  over  expressly  to  this 
country  on  the  subject  of  this  treaty,  and 
that  it  was  ratified  so  long  ago  as  August 
last    He  wished  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  the  existence  or  non-exist- 
ence of  this  treaty  would  be  .one  of  the 
causes  which  ought  to  operate  very  ma- 
terially on  the  resolutions  to  .be  adopted 
by  the  House.    There  was  another  cir- 
cumstance on  which  he  wished  also  for. 
information.     He.  asked  whether  the  pa- 
per, which  they  had  alj  seen  in  the  public 
prints  a  day  or  two  ago,  was  authentic  or 
not  ?  He  meant  the  order  signed  by  prince 
Repnin  to  deliver  up  Dresden  to  the  king 
of  Prussia.*     Was  it,  or  was  it  not  au- 

*  Copy  of  the  Notification  of  his  Excel- 
lency Prince  Repnin  to  the  Saxon 
Authorities ;  dated  Dresden,  Nov.  3. 

*'  An  official  letter  from  the  minister  of 
state,  the  baron  de  Stein,  dated  the  21st 
of  October,  informs  me  of  a  convention 
concluded    the  28th    of  September,    at 
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tfaentic  ?  The  documeni,  aoihoriziiig  tiiis 
proceeding,  pregnant  with  nischiefi  cln« 
recterized  by  dis&onoor,  and  injorious  to 
the  Saxon  name,  bore  to  be  signed  by 
lord  Castlereagh.  He  onderstood  that  it 
had  been  recalled ;  hot  he  wished  t» 
know  if  it  had  eTer  had  the  tignaUMe  of  a 
British  minister  affixed  to  it  ?  There  was 
another  circamstance  connected  with 
Saxony,  derogatory  to  the  fame  of  »  mo* 
narch  whose  character  at  present  stood 
high  in  Eorope,  and  which  he  hoped 
would  turn  out  not  to  he  founded  tti  fKt ; 
he  meant  the  order  of  the  emperor  Alex- 
ander for  the  imprisonment  of  the  Saxon 
generals  Lecoq  and  Thiol  man,  on  account 
of  their  memorial  for  the  independence  of 
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Vienna ;  by  virtue  of  which,  the  emperor 
of  Rusaiai  in  concert  with  Austria  and 
England,  places  in  the  hands  of  the  king 
of  Prussia  the  administration  of  the  king- 
dom of  Saxony.  I  have  orders,  therefore, 
to  deliver  the  government  of  this  coontry 
to  the  persons  appointed  for  that  purpose 
by  the  king  of  Prussia,  and  to  cause  the 
knperial  Russian  troops  to  be  relieved  by 
the  Prussian  troops,  m  order  to  operatCi 
by  4hat  means,  the  onion  of  Saxony  with 
PriHsta,  which  will  soon  take  place  in  a 
Baore  formal  and  solemn  manner,  and  in 
order  to  promote  fraternity  between  the 
two  people. 

"  This  union  is  already  in  itself  the 
guarantee  of  great  and  indisputable  ad- 
vantages to  the  two  kingdoms,  and  to  the 
whole  of  Germany;  but  the  benevolence 
and  care  of  the  emperor  of  Russia,  and 
the  mildness  and  known  goodness  of  the 
king  of  Prussia,  will  augment  stili  more 
the  happy  fesnlts. 

"  After  the  preliminary  deliberations, 
which  had  for  their  object  the  irelftre  of 
the  whole,  and  the  parts  which  comprise 
it,  their  majesties,  namely,  the  king,  Fre- 
derick William*  as  the  future  sovereign  of 
the  country,  declares  it  to  be  his  inten- 
tion not  to  incorporate,  as  a  province. 
Saxony  with  his  states ;  but  to  unite  it  to 
Prussia,  under  the  title  of  the  kingdom  of 
Saxony  ;  to  preserve  always  its  integrity ; 
tq  Leave  it  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  advantages,  which  the 
constitution  of  Germany  will  secure  to 
those  countries  of  Germany  which  form 
part  of  the  Prussian  monarchy;  and  to 
change  nothing  in  its  present  constitu- 
tion: and  his  majesty  the  emperor  Alex- 
ander has  testified  his  particular  satisfac- 
tion  at  this  declaration." 


Saxony.    It  would  be  a  great  degradation 
indeeil  to  the  character  of  that  monarch, 
if  those  Saxen  officers,  whose  efforts  bad  so 
moch  contributed  to  the  gaining  the  battle 
of  Leipsic,  by  going  over  from  BuoDa- 
pnrte  to  the  allies,  should  be  treated  in 
the  manner  he  ha^  stated. — In  taking  a 
genera)  view  of  Europe,  it  was  impossible 
at  the  present  moment  not  to  look  with 
anxiety  to  the  fote  of  the  smaller  powers; 
and  he  could  not  anticipate  any  thing  like 
a  lasting  peace,  when  he  saw  every  great 
power  forming  a  focus  of  discontent  by 
the  aiklition  of  a  number  of  other  states  to 
their  territories^  the   subjects  of   which 
states  would  continue  indisposed  to  thetr 
sovereignty.     Genoa,  it  seemed,  was  to  be 
united  to  Austria,  Saxoay  to  Prussia,  Bel* 
gium  to  Holland,  Norway  to  Sweden,  and 
Poland  to  Russia.    As  to  all  these  circum- 
stances, it  was  impossible  for  the  House  to 
form  any  thing  like   a  proper  decision, 
without  more  information  than  was  then 
before  them ;  and  he  hoped  that  the  in* 
formation    required  would    therefore    at 
once  be  commanicated.-— There  was  ano- 
ther subject  on  which  they  were  kept  in 
ignorance,  he  meant  the  proceedings  at 
Ghent,    He  understood  that  there  was  a 
refection,  on  the  part  of  the  American  go- 
vernment, of  the  basis  which  had  boen 
proposed  by  this  country*    He  wished  to 
ask  hn  Majesty's  ministers,  if  the  nego-> 
ciations  at  Ghent  were  broken  off  or  not? 
.And  here  it  was  impossible  not  to  observe 
OB  the  skill  displayed  by  ministers  in  the 
employment   of  the    for«!e   entrusted  to 
them.    At  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and 
till  lately,  •  there  were  strong  parties  in 
America,  and  the  northern  states  were  on 
the  point  of  separating  from  the  soothesn; 
but  his  Majesty's  ministers  had  so  fought 
and  so  negociated,  that  all  parties  were 
now  extinct  in  America ;  and  there  was 
one  common  mind  and  one  common  band 
in  the  direction  of  all  their  energies  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  contest  with  this  conn- 
try.    He  did  not  mean  to  go  farther  into 
this  business  at  present,  as  the  day  would 
come  when  it  would  be  more  proper  to 
enter  on  the  discussion ;  but  he  most  bave 
more  information  on  the  subjects  he  had 
alluded  to,  before  he  could  consent  to  the 
Speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 

The  CkaneeUer  qf  ihe  Exchequer  hoped, 
that  the  day  was  at  no  great  distance,  when 
government  would  have  an  opportunity  of 
clearing  itself  from  all  blame  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  war.  At  this  moment  he  would 
not  be  justified  in  going  into  anticipatory 
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details.  The  hon.  gentleman  hluself,  who 
was  so  eager  after  information^  seemed 
aware  that  its  being  produced  on  certain 
•ubjecta  would  be  improper.  He  could 
bovre?er  satisfy  him  on  that*  which  he 
considered  as  the  most  important.  With 
respect  to  the  question  on  the  subject  of 
the  ronferences  at  Ghent,  it  wa«  with  satis- 
faction that  he  had  to  state  to  the  House, 
that  they  were  not  yet  broken  off,  and 
that  the  negociations  were  still  proceeding. 
Wiih  respect  to  the  question  as  to  the 
engagements  between  this  country  and  the 
regency  king  of  Naples,  he  had  to  answer, 
that  he  liras  not  aware  of  any  engagement 
With  that  power  beyond  a  mere  suspension 
•f  hostiiiiiet,  or  armistice.  He  would  not 
enter  into  any  explanation  at  present  as 
to  the  other  points  alluded  to  by  the 
bon.  gentleman,  connected  as  they  were 
with  the  proceedings  at  Vienna,  which 
could  not  come  at  present  with  propriety 
before  thv  House.  He  had  no  difficulty, 
io  answer  to  another  question,  to  say,  that 
a  treaty  bad  been  concluded  between  this 
country  and  Spain ;  but  as  there  was  no- 
thing of  a  pecuniary  nature  in  it,  it  had 
been  thought  advisable  to  delay  produc- 
ing it,  till  several  treaties  wiih  other 
powers  were  in  a  state  to  lay  before  par- 
laaaMmt. 

Mr.  Whitbreud  thought  the  state  of  Eu* 
rope  a  necessary  ingredient  in  the  con« 
•ioeration  of  the  army  estimates ;  but  they 
were  now  to  learn  from  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  this  had 
no  relation  to  them;  that  the  time  was 
not  come  to  take  it  into  consideration. 
And  though  the  honour  of  the  country  was 
deeply  interested  in  the  order  of  prince 
Bepoin  bearing  to  be  subscribed  by  lord 
Castlereaght  this,  it  seemed,  was  a  subject 
on  which  miuisters  would  not  condescend 
io  give  now  any  information.  The  treaty 
with  Spain  was  a  matter  which  it  was 
deemed  unnecessary  to  make  known  to 
the  House.  The  boo.  member  then  pro- 
ceeded to  read  a  written  statement  of  the 
natore  of  the  engagement  with  the  king 
of  Naples.  It  bore,  that  the  £nglish  go- 
vernment entirely  approved  of  the  treaty 
between  Austria,  and  the  king  of  Naples, 
and  of  the  accession  of  territory  stipulated 
to  tb^  latter  in  that  treaty  ;  and  that,  if 
they  refused  to  sign  that  treaty,  it  was 
from,  motives  of  delicacy  towards  an  an- 
cient ally ;  but  that  endeavours  would  be 
made  to  procure  the  acceptance  pf  that 
power  of  the  indemnity  proposed  in  lieu 
of  the  possessions  which  w^re  to  form  the 
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accession  of  territory  stipulated  in    the 
treaty  with  Austria. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a&ked  on 
what  authority  the  hon.  gentleman  made 
this  statement  ? 

Mr.  Whiibread  said,  he  held  in  his  hand 
a  pamphlet,  which  was  supposed  to  be  pub* 
lished  by  authority.  [Laugh  from  the  mi- 
nisterial bench.l  (He  begged  gentlemen 
opposite  would  not  laugh  before  the  joke.) 
On  the  authority  of  that  pamphlet^  sup- 
ported by  information  from  sources  which 
he  had  taken  pains  to  verify ;  and  he  should 
rely  on  the  facts  as  true,  until  peremptorily 
contradicted « 

Mr.  Pofuonby  said,  he  had  received  at 
the  door  of  that  House,  a  paper,  purport- 
ing to  be  an  additional  article  to  the  treaty 
concluded  with  Russia  at  Chaumont,  on 
the  1st  of  March,  1814,  by  which  this 
country  engaged  herself  to  support  the 
Russian  fleet.  Now,  this  had  not  much  to 
do  with  the  army ;  but  he  should  be  glad 
to  know,  why  it  had  not  been  delivered 
before  that  day  ?  The  treaty  had  been 
signed  on  the  1st  of  March ;  parliament 
had  sat  till  the  S  1st  of  July,  and  it  was 
now  produced  on  the  21at  of  November. 
This  was  a  very  unusual  course,  and  in 
former  times  parliament  had  not  been 
treated  with  so  much  neglect. 

The  Chuncell^  qf  the  Exchequer  was  not 
aware  at  what  exact  time  the  article  ha4 
been  transmitted,  but  thought  it  probable 
its  appearance  bad  been  postponed  in  con- 
sequence of  delay  in  its  ratification. 

Mr.  Pamdnby  said,  the  Russian  fleet  had 
been  sent  here  as  a  mark  of  the  great  con- 
fidence which  the  emperor  of  Russia 
placed  in  the  government  of  this  country  ; 
and  came,  as  it  were,  to  a  place  of  refuge, 
against  any  success  which  might  have  at- 
tended the  arms  of  France  in  her  tremen- 
dous attack  upon  that  country.  He  had  • 
never  understood  that  £ugland  had  asked 
for  any  Russian  fleet  to  come  hither  as  an 
assistant,  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  the  war 
in  which  we  were  engaged ;  aiuli  there- 
fore, he  could  see  no  reason  why  we  should 
be  called  on  to  pay  for  a  fleet,  which  was 
sent  here  to  inspire  us  with  conQdence 
that  the  Russian  gOTemment  was  deter- 
mined at  all  events  to  prosecute  the  con- 
test with  France  with  the  utmost  vigour. 

Mr.  Baihunt  observed,  that  the  Russian 
fleet  had  been  sent  to  our  ports,  not  merely 
as  a  deposit,  but  with  an  engagement, 
that,  whenever  wanted,  it  would  ukr  the 
Mme  share  in  the  war  as  our  own.  As  to 
the  additional  article,   it  was  uncertain 
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whether  the  ratification  had  been  ex* 
ebabged  in  safficient  time  to  be  laid  be- 
fore parliament  at  a  much  earlier  period. 
At  all  events,  the  whole  of  its  substance 
had  been  stated  last  session  to  the  House, 
towards  which  no  disrespect  had  been 
shewn. 

Mr.  PoiuoHhy  said,  he  had  no  recollec- 
tion of  any  such  substance  as  that  men- 
tioned by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  having 
been  laid  before  the  House.  He  certainly 
had  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  astonishing 
confidence  which  the  Russian  government 
had  placed  in  that  of  England,  by  en- 
trusting its  whole  naval  force  to  the  safe 
custody  of  this  country  ;  but  he  had  never 
understood,  nor  ever  heard,  nor- never  en- 
tertained the  most  distant  idea,  that  we 
were  expected  to  pay  for  that  so  highly 
extolled  confidence  which  was  voluntarily 
placed  in  us. 

Mr.  Tiemejf  said,  that  if  the  noble  lord 
then  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury-bench 
bad  mentioned  the  fact  to  the  Houscr  his 
statement  was  not  to  be  received  as  an  oflS- 
cial  communication :  but  be  did  net  re- 
member such  an  occurrence.  As  it  was  a 
treaty  granting  a  very  large  sum  of  moneys 
ministers  had  been  very  negligent  of  their 
duty  in  not  laying  it  upon  the  table.  It 
was  now  pretty  evident  that  this  was  a 
wrong  time  of  year  for  asking  questions, 
at  least  if  answers  were  expected.  When 
parliament  met  in  November,  the  object 
seemed  only  to  l^e  to  grant  money;  but 
however  large  the  sums,  no  reasons  were 
to  be  assigned  for  the  vote.  Only  grant 
ns  the  money,  cried  ministers ;  we  mns^ 
have  it,  we  are  in  great  distress,  and  we 
will  talk  over  the  subject  at  another  time. 
Was  it  not  monstrous,  that  when  his  hon« 
friend  quoted  prince  Repnin's  order,  coun- 
ter-signed by  lord  Castlereagh,  and,  with 
one  stroke  of  the  pen,  annexing  all 
Saxony  to  Prussia,  the  House  should  be 
told  it  was  not  time  to  give  any  explana- 
tion, and  that  the  period  for  inquiry  was 
not  come  }  Till  then,  what  would  be  the 
opinion  of  Europe,  whose  eyes  were  fixed 
on  the  opening  and  proceedings  of  the  Bri- 
tish parliament?  The  House  had  met 
without  any  given  causesi  for  none  was  in- 
dicated in  the  Regent's  speech,  but  merely 
because  money  was  wanted  ;  and  when 
members  did  their  doty,  they  were  told 
that  they  acted  wrong.  He  strongly  pro- 
tested against  siich  a  courae  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  Baikum  maintained,  that  ministers 
did  not  refiise  to  give  aniwen  to  proper 
i|uestions ;  but  when  they  applied  to  sub^ 
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jects  which,  with  the  consent  of  the 
House,  and  of  all  Eoropoi  had  been  coii« 
signed  to  pending  negociations,  ihey 
were  right  m  refusing  to  commonicnte 
any  information*  As  to  the  note  of 
prince  Repnin,  it  was  not  known  oflScinlly 
to  exist.  It  would  be  impossible  to  give 
an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Congress,  until  they  should  have  been 
brought  to  a  close,  when  the  whole  would 
be  unfolded  to  parliament,  in  presence^  he 
trusted,  of  our  absent  negociator;  bet, 
even  in  his  absence,  if  his  return  should 
have  been  delayed.  At  present,  theie 
were  not  topics  for  discussion.  With  re- 
spect to  the  armistice  with  the  king  of 
Naples,  the  hon.  gentleman  had  taken  fisr 
his  authority  a  pamphlet; 

Mr.  Whiibread  answered,  no. 

Mr.  Bathursi  said,  he  understood  him  to 
have  stated,  that  he  had  <ilerived  his  infor« 
mation  from  a  pamphlet  published  on  the 
continent :  at  all  events,  government  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  arrangement  such  as  ha 
bad  described. 

Mr.  Tiemey  maintained,  that  bis  hon. 
friend  had  stated,  that,  although  his  first 
ioformation  was  from  a  pamphlet,  he  had 
made  such  inquiries,  and  collected  such 
facts,  as,  in  his  opinion,  bad  fiilly  con^ 
firmed  it.  But  the  argument  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  rather  extraordinary. 
Because  the  Congress  was  sitting,  the 
House  was  to  know  nothing  of  thofe  of 
its  acts  which  had  publicly  transpired.  1^ 
iiystead  of  being  met,  according  to  its  ori- 
ginal intention,'  to  establish  the  future 
peace  of  the  universe  on  a  solid  basis,  it 
was  assembled  for  the  monstrous  purpose 
of  sharing  nations  for  spoils,  and  for  deeds 
of  injustice,  of  which  we  already  bed  an 
instance  in  the  transfer  of  Saxony,  we 
were  told  to  wait  till  we  saw  the  end. 
But  it  was  his  wish  to  prevent  'the  House 
and  the  country,  if  possible,  from  being 
parties  to  conduct  so  infismous.  If  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  acknowledge 
that  lord  Castlereagh  had  been  a  party  to 
it,  he  pledged  himself  to  make  a  motion 
on  the  subject  to-morrow.  If  it  was  said 
his  lordship  had  not,  he  must  suppote  mi- 
nislem  had  been  left  in  utter  iffnerance  of 
the  proceedings  of  their  colleague.  It 
was  his  firm  opinion,  that  lord  Castlereagh 
had  sanctioned  the  atrocious  annexation 
of  Saxony  to  Prassia.  The  transfer  of 
Saxony  was  a  monstrous  act  of  injustice, 
and,  if  cfleded,  wars  upon  the  continent 
would  be  endless. 

Mr.  Bmimni  replied,  that  goveroment 
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would  be  retdy  to  meet  any  notion  that 
night  be  brought  forward,  hot  they  would 
not  detert  their  doty  by  giving  anjostifi- 
oble  eatwera,  or  rather  answers  to  unjos* 
tifiable  qaestions.  The  subject  was  jiow 
actoaUy  ooder  necociation  at  Vienna. 

Mr.  3¥mie|f  said,  that  bis  answer  to  that 
was,  tiat  the  eubject  was  not  now  nego* 
ciating,  but  actually  negociated :  it  wai 
decided  that  Prossia  was  to  have  the  ab- 
aolute  dominion  .of  Saxony  ;  and  the  only 
consolation  was,  that  when  Frederick 
William  promised  to  take  good  care  of 
his  new  subjects,  the  emperor  Alexander 
«q»ressed  his  satisfaction. 

Mr.  WkUbrtod  mid,  he  bad  derived  the 
fiiBt  particulars  of  the  arrangement  with 
Naples  from  a  pamphlet  publiibed  abroad, 
but  he  had  not  relied  solely  on  its  aotho* 
rity.  On  the  contrary,  he  had  sought  for, 
md  obtained  such  additional  information 
as  bad  convinced  him  that  he  was  correct, 
ud  bad  quoted  lord  William  Bentinck's 
own  words.  If  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
ahould  find«  at  a  future  opportunity,  that 
lio  (Mr.  W.)  had  been  in  the  right,  then 
he  must  lay  the  fault  on  bis  own  coU 
leottues,  who  had  withhoiden  their  pro* 
oeedings  from  him.  He  believed  the 
order  respecting  the  transfer  of  Saxony  to 
be  authentic,  and  that  that  infamous  trans- 
action bad  really  taken  place.  If  so,  the 
seed  of  fresh  disturbances  had  been  sowed 
on  the  continent,  and  we  might  bid  adieu 
to  the  visionary  halcyon  days  of  peace. 
The  delivering  op  of  the  devoted  Saxons 
was  an  act  of  the  most  horrible  injustice : 
all  men  shuddered  at  the  deed.  The  act 
was  done,  and  whether  it  could  be  re- 
▼oked  or  not»  the  disgrace  was  incurred* 
The  fste  of  Poland  and  of  Genoa  was 
equally  fixed. 

The  ChanoMor  nf  ihe  Excheqwr  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  the  impropriety*  of 
bringing  forward  into  public  discuuion 
every  thing  which  formed  the  subject  of 
aegociation  at  Vienna. 

Sir  C.  Mimek  could  not  approve  of  the 
annexation  of  Saxony  to  Prossia,  although 
the  king  of  Saxony  had  certamly  been 
frand  fighting  on  the  wrong  side.  But 
there  was  another  pomt  on  which  he 
thought  some  expianation  necessary.  He 
nieant  the  Ionian  islands.  These,  which 
had  first  been  Venetian  dependencies,  had 
mfterwards  fallen  under  the  protection  of 
Russia,  who  had  not  only  given  them  up 
to  France,  but  bad  been  base  enough  to 
carry  the  French  garrisons  to  them  in 
her  own  bottoess.    Now  they  bad  been 


re-conquered  by  our  arms,  we  bad  de- 
clared ourselves  their  protectors ;  and  yet 
it  was  broadly  asserted  that  they  were  to 
be  surrendered  to  the  emperor  of  Austria  1 
He  could  not  see  how  such  conduct  could 
be  justified.  Their  independence  had  long 
been  wished  for,  and  when  it  was  in  a 
nascent  state,  and  we  pretended  to  be  its 
guardians,  we  became  parties  to  its  anni* 
hilation. 

Mr.  Suphtn  said,  that  a^  this  question 
related  to  the  policy  of  Europe,  he  was 
surprised  that  the  hon.  gentlemen,  on  the 
other  side,  should  ground  their  statements 
and  arguments  on  anonymous  pamphlets. 
There  was  a  constitutional  way  of  obtain- 
ing information,  by  coming  forward*  and 
moving  an  address  to  the  crown,  for  tho 
copies  of  any  documents  which  they 
might  deem  it  necessary  to  be  laid  before 
the  House*  He  could  not  avoid  thinking, 
it  would  be  a  practice  very  inconvenient 
for  the  House,  to  have  questions  of  this 
sort  daily  potto  ministers.  Some  gen« 
tietnen  seemed  to  expect,  trom  the  courte9y 
and  good  nature  of  the  ministers,  that 
they  could  get  information  from  them, 
which,  if  they  were  to  give,  those  gentle- 
men would  consider  them  guilty  of  great 
weakness.  It  was  too  much  to  think,  that 
every  statement  in  a  pamphlet  or  news- 
paper was  sufficient  ground  to  call  upon 
ministers  to  divulge  the  most  important 
information. 

Mr.  Homer  thought  that  nothing  could 
show  more  clearly  the  change  that  had 
lately  taken  place  in  the  practice  of  par- 
liamentary proceedings,  than  to  find  a 
gentleman  of  the  experience  and  ability 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  member  who 
spoke  last,  condemn  the  practice  of  seek- 
ing information  of  ministers.  What  had 
become  of  the  functions  of  that  House,  if, 
when  ministers  demanded  a  large  supply 
of  money,  gentlemen  should  be  told  that 
it  was  irregular  to  ask  for  what  purpose 
it  was  wanted  ?  If,  indeed,  there  were  any 
irregularity  in  this  practice,  it  proceeded 
firom  the  much  greater  irregularity  that 
had  lately  been  introduced  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  in  proposing  large 
grants  of  money,  and  great  armies  to  be 
kept  op  in  time  of  peace,  without  conde- 
scending to  inform  the  Hoose  for  what 
C poses  they  were  wanted.  The  right 
I.  gentleman  desired  them  to  wait  with 
patience  till  some  future  day,  when  those 
subjects  might  be  discussed  with  more 
regularity.  He,  however,  conceived  that 
tho  House  had  a  right  to  be  informed 
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generally  of  the  state  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, although  they  knew  that  negocia- 
tions  actoally  pending  could  not  with 
propriety  be  communicated.  His  hon* 
friends,  however^  had  not  asked  about  any 
thing  that  was  doing,  but  about  things 
actually  done.  They  did  not  ask  what 
crimes  were  meditating,  but  they  wished 
to  be  informed  about  crimes  actually  per* 
petrated.  They  did  not  inquire  about  an 
act  of  prince  Repnin  alone,  bt^t  they 
asked  whether  this  act  had  not  been  sane- 
tioned  by  hord  Castlereagh,  and  whether 
this  country  was  not  thereby  already 
committed?  He  saw  no  difference,  in  the 
principle,  between  the  annexations  that 
were  now  making,  and  the  tyrannical  acts 
of  that  government  against  which  we  had 
been  so  long  contending.  The  only  dif- 
ference that  he  could  see  was,  that  instead 
of  being  the  work  of  one  great  spoliator, 
it  was  the  work  of  many.  His  hon.  friend 
bad  been  much  mi&understood,  if  it  was 
supposed  that  he  had  quoted  from  the 
pamphlet  as  his  only  authority.  He  bad 
expressly  stated,  that  he  had  made  in- 
quiries, and  believed  his  information  cor- 
rect. As  to  the  proposal  of  a  grant 'of 
money  on  account  of  the  Russian  fleet, 
it  had  given  him  the  greatest  surprise 
He  never  recollected  to  ha?e  before  heard 
of  any  idea  of  paying  Russia  for  her  fleet 
coming  to  our  ports.  He  had  heard  a 
great  deal  of  the  compliment  that  Russia 
was  paying  this  country,  by  reposing  so 
great  a  confidence  in  us ;  but  when  we 
were  now  asked  to  pay  50(),00(W.  on  that 
account,  he  wished  to  know  what  it  was 
for?  Was  it  on  account  of  the  compliment 
that  Russia  had  paid  us,  or  was  it  on  ac- 
count of  the  aid  that  our  navv  received  or 
was  to  receive  from  them  ?  We  had  heard 
many  things  of  late,  respecting  which  we 
must  feel  ashamed ;  and  which,  he  be- 
lieved, had  wrung  the  hearts  of  oor  navy ; 
hut  he  did  not  know  any  thing  that  would 
be  more  mortifying  than  to  say,  that 
when  Spain  had  no  navy  against  us,  and 
France  had  very  little,  the  British  navy 
wanted  the  aid  of  the  Russian  fleet  against 
that  little.  As  to  the  subject  of  America, 
the  news  that  had  lately  come  from  that 
country  had  natnrally  produced  the 
greatest  anxiety  and  uneasiness.  He  was, 
however,  happy  to  bear  that  the  nego- 
ciations  were  still  going  on  at  Ghent,  and 
he  hoped  sincerely  that  ministers  had  re- 
linquished all  the  pretensions  that  they 
had  set  up  with  respect  to  boundaries. 
As  long  ^s  the  contest   with  America 
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turned  upon  the  question  of  our  maritime 
rights,  government  were  certain  of  the 
support  of  the  House  and  the  country  ; 
but  if  the  principle  of  the  war  was  entirely 
changed,  and  it  was  now  wished  to  make 
conquests  from  America,  be  believed  that 
the  war  would  not  meet  with  the  same 
support  from  the  feelings  of  the  House  or 
the  public. 

Mr.  WelUslty  Pole  observed,  that  the 
case  in  question  was  one  which  had  no 
connection  whatever  with  the  subject  on 
which  the  House  was  about  to  go  Into  a 
comqiittee.  From  the  speeches  of  the 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  ic  might  be 
thought  that  they  were  totally  ignorant 
that  the  war  quantum  of  men,  and  the 
necessary  expenses  they  required,  had 
been  stated  within  these  few  days  over 
and  over  again.  The  hon.  gentlemen'a 
objection  was,  that  we  were  called  oo  to 
vote  for  keeping  up  a  large  army,  without 
one  tittle  of  evidence  as  to  its  necaasity* 
Yet  all  the  discourses  of  ministers,  day 
after  day,  had  tended  to  show  why  it  was 
necessary  that  such  a. force  should  be 
maintained.  An  hon.  gentleman  had  read 
a  statement  respecting  Saxony,  and  had 
called  on  his  Majesty  s  ministers  to  give 
information,  as  if  it  were  possible  or 
proper  for  them  to  refute  every  article  in 
any  or  every  newspaper  published  at 
home  or  abroad.  We  did  not  know  any 
thing  respecting  Saxony ;  it  was,  in  fact, 
impossible  that  we  could  know  what  was 
going  forward  at  the  Congress;  and  if 
ministers  did  know,  it  would  he  a  dere- 
liction of  their  duty  to  promulgate  a  word 
of  it.  Respecting  America,  the  same 
pressure  for  information  was  made,  and 
the  same  answer  returned.  It  would  be 
highly  improper  to  enter  into  any  expla- 
nations at  such  a  time  as  the  present. 
When  the  results  were  ascertained,  then 
would  be  the  proper  time  to  lay  4he  pro- 
ceedings before  the  House,  to  state  what 
had  been  done;  and  if  they  were  not 
satisfactory,  there  would  be  an  oppor* 
tunity  to  shew  that  the  failure,  of  whaU 
ever  kind  it  might  be,  did  not  lie  with 
this  country,  whose  government  and  nego- 
ciators  had  made  every  effi>rt  in  their 
power  to  bring  the  topics  to  a  laccessful 
issue.  At  present  (said  the  right  hon. 
gentleman)  not  only  our  hands  but  our 
tongues  are  tied,  and  it  would  be  grossly 
•imprudent  to  give  any  information.  There 
was  no  one  part  of  the  army  expenditure 
that  had  not  already  been  sanctioned  by 
the  vote  of  parliament ;  and  if  any  expla* 
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nations  were  required ,  the  committee 
would  be  tbe  proper  place  tor  them ;  but 
certainly  minijiters  were  not  called  on  to 
•bew  any  ground*  for  tbe  estimates  at 
present. 

Mr.  Tianey  observed,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  bad 
declared,  oo  a  former  night,  that  be  was 
fond  of  responsibility ;  so  it  appeared ;  but 
none  unluckily  being  attached  to  his  of- 
iice»  he  volunteered  to  bear  the  weight  of 
responsibility  that  lay  upon  the  whole 
administration.  He  wished  him  joy  of 
his  burden,  which,  in  this  instance,  was 
not  very  light.  Mr.  Tierney  said,  be  was 
▼ery  anxious  to  explain  to  tbe  House  the 
reasons  why  be  could  not  consent  to  tbe 
motion,  that  the  House  should  go  into  a 
committee.  T*he  House  knew  that,  by 
the  supplementary  treaty  of  Chaumont, 
we  were  bound  to  keep  up  a  force  of 
7^,000  mea  on  the  continent,  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  settling  the  affairs  of  £urope.  He 
was  proceeding,  when 

Mr.  Croktr  suggested,  that  the  commit^ 
tee  would  be  tbe  proper  place  for  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  offer  his  senti- 
inents  at  length. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  be  wanted  to  shew 
that  the  question  respectine  Saxony  did 
distinctly  bear  upon  that  of  the  force  io 
Belgium. 

The  SSpeaker  reminded  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  that  his  explanations  must  re- 
late to  something  that  had  been  stated  in 
hia  former  speech. 

JVIr.  Ttfmey  said,  he  wished  to  explain 
the  motives  oo  which  he  bad  asked  for 
the  information. 

Mr.  Vroker  resumed,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  could  not  be  at  liberty  to  state, 
in  explanation,  the  motives  which  had 
operated  on  his  mind  for  the  opinion  he 
bad  previously  given. 

The  ^aker  coincided  with  Mr.  Croker. 

Mr.  Tiemty  added,  that  he  thought  it 
would  be  more  convenient  to  make  his 
full  explanation  at  once :  whether  or  not 
be  should  be  allowed  to  go  into  it  at  pre* 
aeot,  was  certainly  at  the  discretion  of  tbe 
Houfe.  [Go  on,  go  on,  from  the  oppoai* 
iion.}.  Tbe  right  hon*  gentleman  then 
continued.  With  respect  to  the  question 
that  regarded  Saxony,  each  of  the  con* 
tracttng  powers  in  the  ueaty  of  Ghau- 
niont,  bad  undertaken  to  keep  up  a  force 
of  75,000  men,  to  give  it  full  effect.  It 
appeared  we  had  a  document  to  show  on 
ibis  subject,  tbe  purport  of  which  was,  aa 
it  would  seeoi  to  enable  any  power  to 
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seize  on  the  territory  of  any  other  power 
it  might  please,  and  band  it  over  to  a 
third.  He  would  wish  the  House  to  re- 
flect on  this,  and  then  say,  whether  it  was 
proper  to  vote  an  army  for  such  a  pur- 
pose. If  he  was  convinced  that  it  was  for 
a  good  object  that  these  troops  were  to  be 
employed,  he  would  not  hesitate  an  in- 
stant in  agreeing  to  the  vote;  but  when  be 
heard  that  4hey  were  to  facilitate,  and 
assist  in  the  stizure  of  territories,  after  a 
general  treaty  of  peace,  he  was  entitled 
to  ask,  and  to  know  whether  this  fact 
would  turn  out  or  not  as  it  bad  been  re* 
ported.  He  certainly  could  nbt  make  ilp 
bis  mind  to  believe  it.  He  hoped  there 
was  some  mistake ;  for  though  the  fact  of 
tbe  annihilation  of  Saxony,  as  an  inde- 
pendent kinsdom,  had  been  stated  in  all 
the  foreign  journals,  and  translated  into 
those  of  this  country,  he  could  not  per- 
suade himself  that  lord  Castlereagb  had 
been  guilty  of  such  gross  neglect,  as  to 
have  omitted  transmitting  intelligence  of 
such  importance,  if  there  were  any  foun- 
dation for  it  He  was  sure  every  gentle- 
man must  ieel  it  absolutely  necessary,  be- 
fore the  House  voted  a  single  man,  to 
know  whether  these  75,000  uoops  were 
to  be  employed  to  overawe  tbe  people  of 
Saxony  ;  for  prince  Repnin's  declaration 
distinctly  stated  to  all  Europe,  that  that 
country  was  overawed  and  seised  upon. 

Mr.  Pantonby  wished  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  whether  the  papers  which 
had  just  been  published  in  this  country, 
and  purporting  to  be  the  documents  rela- 
tive to  the  negociations  at  Ghent,  which 
Mr.  Madison  had  laid  before  the  Ameri- 
can Congress,  were  authentic  or  not  ?  He 
asked  for  no  secret  to  be  exposed;  he 
wanted  no  information  that  ought  to  be 
concealed ;  he  only  wished  to  know  tho 
point  in  Question.  That  the  American 
portions  or  them  was  correct,  be  had  no 
doubt;  whether  all  parts  of  them  waa 
equally  so,  was  what  he  should  wish  to 
bear. 

The  Ckamcdlor  qfihe  Exchequtr  objected 
to  inquiries  of  this  nature  pending  the  dis- 
cussions. Mo  jtidgmeot  could  be  formed 
of  the  state  of  the  negociation  in  Novem- 
ber, from  what  had  passed  in  August  If 
the  American  government  chose  to  pro* 
molgate  .these  documents,  he  hoped  the 
example  would  never  be  followed  by 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  roiutnJiy  replied,  that  onleaa  be 
had  forgotten  the  nature  and  principles  of 
the  American  constitution,  the  president 
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had  DO  aUernatiTe  hot  to  submit  these  pa* 
pers  to  the  Congress  ;  he  was  obliged  to 
do  it.  He  did  not  assert,  that  the  state  of 
the  negociatioos  in  Notember  depended 
upon  the  stale  in  August;  he  only  wished 
to  know  whether  what  had  passed  and 
transpired  was  a  fact  or  not  ? 

No  answer  was  given;  and  the  question 
for  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair  being 
acceded  to,  the  House  went  into  the  com- 
mittee. 

Lord  Pahnerttonf  on  rising  to  move  the 
eftima^es  for  the  land  service,  observed, 
that  they  were  not  framed  in  the  usual 
manner,  but  were  merely  statements  of 
the  amount  of  the  forces  required,  and  the 
length  of  time.  The  House  would  not, 
therefore,  enter  into  a  discussion  upon 
them  on  this  occasion,  bnt  would  doobu 
lessly  deem  it  proper  to  reserve  their 
opimons  Cm:  a  future  opportunity.  He 
then  moved,  *'  That  204,386  men  (exclu- 
sive of  the  men  belonging  to  the  regi- 
ments.employed  in  the  territorial  posses* 
aions  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  the 
foreign  corps  in  British  pay),  commission* 
ed  and  non-commissioned  officers  included, 
be  maintained  for  the  service  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  from  the  25th  of  De- 
cember 1814,  10  the  24th  of  June  1815, 
both  inclusive,  being  182  days.'' 

Mr.  Tiarmy  rose  to  ask,  what  propor- 
tion of  the  number  of  men  demanded  were 
to  be  employed  under  the  supplemental 
article  to  the  convention  of  Chaumont? 

Lord  Palmerucn  apprehended,  that  it 
was  most  unusual  to  state  the  distribution  of 
the  troops  deemed  necessary  for  the  ser- 
vice of  his  Majesty. 

Mr.  Ticrney  said,  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  inquire  as  to  the  general  distribu- 
tion of  the  force,  but  he  wished  to  know 
what  was  the  proportion  of  the  troops, 
which  were  then  demanded  of  parliament, 
which  it  was  intended  to  employ  in  con- 
sequence of  the  convention  ?  For  this,  he 
contended,  he  had  good  grounds,  since 
parliament  was  called  on  to  vote  a  number 
of  troops,  only  less  by  50,000  than  that 
which  was  employed  when  we  were  at 
war  with  the  whole  world.  They  already 
knew  the  amount  of  the  force  to  be  em- 
ployed in  consequence  of  the  convention, 
viz.  75/XX)  men  ;  bnt  Ue  wished  to  know, 
if  it  was  not  distinctly  shewn  that  it  was 
inconvenient  to  give  such  information, 
what  proportion  of  the  75,000  men  were 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  number  now  voted, 
and  not  to  be  provided  fiMr  at  some  other 
time  by  parliament. 
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The  CkoHceUor  qf  the  Excktqwr  thought 
the  question  put  was  equivalent  to  an  iu« 
quiry  what  was  the  strength  of  the  garrt* 
sons  in  the  Netherlands*  In  such  a  view% 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself  moat  be 
sensible  of  the  inconvenience  of  an  answer 
to  it.  A  part  of  the  troops  to  be  employ- 
ed under  the  convention,  would  be  taken 
out  of  the  number  then  demanded ;  hot 
to  enter  into  further  details  would  be  im* 
proper. 

Mr.  Tierm^  asked,  whether  if,  instead 
of  200,000,  there  had  been  demanded 
275,000  troops,  it  would  not  have  required 
some  explanation  to  justify  it  ?  The  num- 
ber actually  demanded,  though  he  could 
not  affirm  it  to  be  excessive,  required 
some  explanation,  to  induce  the  committee 
to  vote  it.  Now,  what  mystery  could 
there  be  in  saying  what  part  of  a  given 
force— 75,000  men,  was  to  consist  of  Bri* 
tish,  and  what  of  foreign  troops  ? 

.  Lord  Fulmcruim  repeated,  that  it  had 
never,  been  usual  toatate  the  disiribotioii 
of  any  particular  force,  except  for  politi- 
cal purposes,  because  such  an  exposition 
might  be  injurious.  It  had  been  usual  to 
state  the  aggregate  number  employed 
abroad  and  at  home,  but  never  the  distri- 
bution of  any  particular  species  of  force. 
If  the  question  was  answered  respecting 
one  part  of  the  world,  it  might  as  wen 
with  regard  to  any  and  every  other ;  and 
ministers  might  be  called  on  to  declare 
what  proportion  of  troops  was  in  the 
Ionian  islands,  or  Sicily,  or  any  where 
else.  This  wQuld  be  equally  unreasonable 
and  inconvenient. 

Mr.  Tiemof  said,  that  as  far  as  hit 
memory  served  him,  there  were-  twenty 
cases  where  the  general  distHbution  of  the 
troops  had  been  stated.  He  did  not 
inquire,  however,  as  to  the  number  of 
troops  in  Belgium ;  that  be  already  knew ; 
but  what  part  of  Che  number  there  em- 
ployed was  to  be  Uken  out  of  the  204,000 
which  they  were  then  voting.  Did  the 
noble  lord  think  that  it  was  never  neces- 
sary to  state  the  ground  of  a  demand  for 
a  force,  but  that  as  many  men  were  to  be 
given  as  were  asked  for  ? 

The  ChanetUoT  if  ike  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  find 
in  the  cases  he  had  referred  to»  statements 
delivered  in  at  one  time  respecting  the 
distribution  of  the  forces  at  sohm  former 
period,  respecting  which  the  House  was 
desirous   of  inquiring;   but    prospective 

I  statements  had  never  been  made.     But 
perhaps  it  would  satisfy  the  right  hon* 
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ipeiitlenaii  to  be  reroinded^  that  he  had 
stated  the  number  of  troops  employed 
under  the  conrentton  was  75,000 ;  and  that 
15,000  Hanorerians  were  in  British  paj 
on  the  continent,  forming  part  of  that 
force. 

Mr.  WhUhrcad  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
noble  lord  had  pozsled  themselves  with 
finding  reasons  to  aroid  an  answer,  which 
at  last,  in  a  very  sly  way,  had  been  giren. 
So  it  tamed  out  that  there  were  60,000 
British  troops  on  the  continent,  or  that  we 
intended  to  cheat  the  allies,  by  stipulating 
for  a  number  which  we  had  not  maintained ; 
a  proceeding  too  disreputable  and  dis- 
honest to  warrant  a  supposition  that  It  was 
adopted.  Since,  then,  an  answer  had 
been  given  to  the  question  of  his  right 
bon.  friend,  and  since  be  intended  to  con- 
tinue the  good  old  practice  of  putting 
questions,  be  should  again  inquire,  at  a 
time  when  the  House  was  voting  so  large 
a  sum  for  military  purposes,  whether 
an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  repair- 
ing the  fortresses  in  the  Netherlands  had 
been  made,  amounting  to  ten  millions; 
and  whether  his  Majesty's  government 
had  not  engaged  to  bear  the  whole  or  a 
great  part  of  that  expense  ? 

The  motion  having  been  put,  and  no 
answer  having  been  returnea  to  the  last 
quenion, 

Mr.  WhUbrtad  observed,  that  as  no 
answer  was  gtvfcn,  an  impression  would  go 
forth  that  this  country  was  to  bear  the 
expense  which  he  iiad  mentioned. 

Mr.  Batkmnt  hoped  that  no  such  im- 
pression whatever  would  be  produced 
from  ministers  declining  to  answer  any 
questions  they  might  deem  improper. 

Mr.  Whkhrtad  said,  that  the  subject 
must  come  soon  under  consideration,  and 
a  frightful  consideration  it  would  be. 

Mr.  Barmg  said,  that  the  impression 
that  all  the  troops  to  be  maintained  under 
the  convention  were  to  be  employed  in 
Belgium,  was,  he  believed,  erroneous, 
aince  the  troops  employed  in  Genoa,  and 
in  the  Ionian  isles,  were  included  in  the 
number.  It  n^t,  he  conceived,  a  strange 
assumption,  that  the  House  was  to  vote 
the  large  sum  proposed,  without  any  in* 
formation  to  what  purpose  it  was  to  be 
applied,  while  we  were  in  a  state  of  pro- 
found peaoe  with  respect  to  the  powers  of 
Enrobe :  even  if  such  was  the  old  parlia- 
mentary method  of  proceeding,  he  con- 
ceived it  to  be  very  indecent.  On  the 
anlject  of  Americs,  he  said,  that  though 
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he  was  aware  of  the  delicacy  which  it 
was  proper  to  observe  in  asking  questions 
in  that  House,  and  though  the  negociationa 
were  yet  pending,  yet  he  could  not  but 
remark  on  the  extraordinary  mismanage* 
ment  of  his  Majesty's  ministers ;  the  ex* 
traordinary  pretensions  which  had  been 
set  up  on  our  part,  and  which  must  have 
originated  in  some  person  totally  ignorant 
of  the  state  of  public  feeling  in  America^ 
and  which  had  produced  the  efiect, 
when  a  great  part  of  the  best  and  most 
Independent  inhabitants  of  America  had 
differed  from  their  government  as  to  the 
ground  of  the  war  with  us,  of  joining  all 
hearts  and  hands  against  us  in  every  part 
of  that  country.  Tne  pretensions  set  up 
by  our  ministers  bad  been  so  extraordi- 
nary, and  the  prima  facie  evidence  of  mis- 
management such,  that  a  motion  ought  to 
be  made  wiibout  farther  information,  since 
it  was  evidently  impossible  to  attain  a 
peace  without,  while  these  pretensions 
were  persisted  in.  It  had  been  said,  that 
it  was  an  extraordinary  proceeding  that 
the  American  executive  snould  have  laid 
before  Congress  the  papers  relative  to  the 
negociation,  while  that  negociation  was 
pending.  But  if  in  our  own  case,  in  a 
negociation  carried  on  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  a  demand  was  set  up  of  a 
piece  of  the  county  of  Cornwall,  it  would 
be  impossible  that  his  Majesty  should  not 
lay  the  information  of  such  a  demand 
before  parliament,  to  show  the  pretensions 
and  expectations  of  the  enemy.  Oar 
ministers  at  Ghent  made  it  a  condition  of 
peace,  that  America  should  make  conces- 
sions on  every  part  of  her  frontiers.  He 
did  not  intend  to  make  any  motion,  nor 
even  to  ask  for  )iny  information,  but  he 
thought  it  of  importance  that  it  should  be 
known  whether  the  pretensions  set  np  on 
our  part  were  persisted  in.  This  was  a 
question  which  bore  an  intimate  connec* 
tion  with  the  number  of  troops  which  it 
would-be  necessary  to  maintain;  for,  if  we 
persisted  In  our  pretensions,  it  must  make 
a  most  material  difference  in  the  sort  of 
military  force  to  be  kept  up,  and  govern- 
ment must  prepare  themselves  to  send  out 
an  enormous  army  indeed.  If,  however, 
after  the  Christmas  holidays,  somethioflr 
very  satisfactory  on  this  subject  should 
not  be  stated,  be  should  think  it  his  duty 
to  bring  forward  a  motion  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  Suphen,  in  allusion  to  what  had 
fallen  from  a  right  hon.  gentleman,  said, 
that  by  the  American  constitution  t!)e 
president  was  not  bound  to  lay  pnpt  rs 
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respepting  a  pending  negociation  before 
CoDgreas,  and  therefore  the  stricture  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  well 
founded.  The  papers  respecting  the  re- 
stitution of  American  property  in  Fi'ance, 
and  the  orders  in  council,  were  produced 
in  consequence  of  a  motion  and  the  vote  of 
a  majority  in  Congress,  on  the  ground  of 
undue  partiality  shown  to  the  French 
gOTernment. 

Mr.  Ponsonkjf  asserted,  that  it  was  a  prin« 
ciple  in  the  American  constitution,  that 
no  treaty  could  be  concluded  by  the  pre- 
sident without  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate ;  and  that  without  the  consent  of 
the  Congress  no  territory  could  be  ceded, 
nor  any  measures  affVctmg  the  rights  of 
American  citizens  taken.  Duiing  the 
course  of  the  negpciationSi  the  British 
commissioners,  if  the  papers  published  in 
America  were  correct,  bad  taken  for 
granted  that  a  country,  supposed  by  the 
Americans  to  be  American  territory,  was 
as  much  British  country  as  Northampton- 
shire. They  also  had  proposed  two. con- 
ditions as  a  iinc  qua  non — a  pacification  of 
the  Americans  with  the  Indians,  and  the 
erection  of  an  independent  territory  for 
the  Indians  out  of  the  ground  which  the 
Americans  claimed.  Then  a  new  frontier 
was  required  for  ourselves.  On  these 
points  the  president  had  no  power  to  ne- 
gociate,  and  of  necessity  they  were  sub- 
mitted to  Congress.  On  trifling  points 
the  president  might  negociate.  It  had 
been  said,  that  it  would  have  been  incon- 
▼enient  to  ha?e  made  known  the  state  of 
the  negociation.  He  had  no  wish  that 
any  thing  that  had  not  been  made  public 
should  be  communicated  to  the  House. 
He  should  have  been  content,  as  he  had 
'been  formerly,  to  have  stated*  that  be  was 
opposed  to  designs  of  conquest.  But  what 
was  the  inconvenience  now  to  make  known 
the  real  state  of  the  negociation  ?  With 
such  pretensions  as  had  been  attributed  to 
us,  we  iiad  nothing  to  look  for  but  a  con- 
tinuance of  war.  He  would  venture  to 
predict,  that  we  should  never  sign  a  peace 
while  we  persisted  in  the  demands  which 
had  been  held  forth ;  and  if  the  war  was 
carried  on  with  the  design  of  enforcing 
them,  that  we  should  incur  great  expense, 
and  fail  in  the  end.  Was  there  no  incon- 
venience in  such  a  state  of  things  ?  It  was 
not  extraordinary,  when  extravagant  pre- 
tensions on  our  part  were  stated  to  have 
been  conditions  sine  qua  non^  that  he  should 
desire  to  hear  the  fact  denied  or  authen- 
ticated.   As  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
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75,000  troops  on  our  part,  and  a  greater 
force  on  the  part  nf  the  other  great  powers, 
he  thought  the  treaty  most  improvident. 
The  only  danger  apprehended  could  be 
from  France ;  and  if  such  apprehension 
were  well  founded,  it  was  roost  impolitic 
to  have  given  her  the  possessions  which 
the  allies  had  yielded  to  her,  till  the  affairs 
of  Europe  were  settled  at  the  general 
Congress. 

Mr.  Siephen  insisted,  the  president  of 
America  was  not  bound  to  lay  the  papers 
relating  to  a  negociation  before  the  Con- 
gress, since  it  was  only  the  ratification  of 
treaties  which  belonged  to  Congress. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  asked,  what  would  bave 
been  the  use  of  the  president's  carrying 
on  in  secrecy  a  negociation  which  it  was 
not  in  his  own  power  to  complete?  If 
the  case  had  been  respecting  points  which 
were  left  to  bis  discretion,  there  would 
have  been  no  necessity  for  such  a  mea- 
sure on  his  part.  But  the  negociations  had  ' 
been  actually  broken  off  or  suspended,  in 
consequence  of  oar  demands,  in  which  we 
had  insisted  on  a  cession  of  territory  as  a 
sine  qua  non — as  a  necessary  preliminary 
to  the  conclusion  of  any  peace. 

Mr.  Stephen  contended,  that  the  presi* 
dent  might  have  concluded  a  treaty  with* 
out  the  concurrence  of  Congress,  and^ave 
applied  to  them  for  the  ratification  merely. 
The  only  iine  qua  nan  in  our  proposals 
was,  he  conceived,  the  pacification  with 
the  Indians. 

Mr.  Ponionhjf  said,  the  establishment  of 
an  independent  territory  for  the  Indians 
was  also  a  sine  qua  nan. 

Mr.  Baring  remarked,^  that  this  was  th« 
first  time  that  the  Indians  had  been  set 
op  as  an  independent  people.  The  terri- 
tory to  which  we  made  pretensions  on  their 
part,  was,  perhaps,  one-fourth  of  the  whole 
United  States  territory ;  and  to  give  an 
idea  of  the  state  of  the  mhabitants,  it  would 
be  enough  to  say,  that  in  this  vast  space 
there  were  only  about  10,000  Indians  at 
the  most.  Even  if  the  Americans  would 
consent  to  the  terms  proposed  by  us,  they 
would  be  most  injurious  to  09,  since, 
though  the  Indians  might  not  sell  their 
lands  to  us  or  the  Americans,  they  would 
be  allowed  to  dispose  of  it  to  ^ny  third 
party,  so  that  the  French  or  an'x  other 
nation  might  settle  on  it.  As  to  th^  con- 
stitution of  America,  he  conceived  Jthat, 
since  it  was  a  federal  compact  of  sovereign 
states,  that  the  Congress  could  no  more 
alienate  a  part  of  Massachussets  than  the 
state  of  Switzerland  could  dispose  oi ^ 
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pirt  of  the  territory  of  Berne;  but  any 
•late  mighi  alienate  a  part  of  ita  own  ter« 
ritory.  He  said,  it  was  consistent  with 
iIm  spirit  and  practice  of  the  American 
constitatioD,  for  the  president  to  commu- 
nicate the  papers  which  he  had  made 
known;  and  the  great  distance  of  the 
country  from  the  scene  of  negociation, 
rendered  the  step  obf  iously  necessary. 

The  Ckmeelhr  qf  the  Exchequer  begged 
leave  to  state,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  bad 
been  reasoning  as  if  the  negotiation  was 
broken  off;  but  this  was  not  the  fact,  as 
they  were  continuing  at  the  date  of  the 
last  accounts. 

Mr*  kohintfm  said,  that  the  heads  of  our 
proposals  were  stated  to  be,  I.  The  ad- 
JQSiment  of  the  boui|dary ;  2.  The  pa- 
ciAcationof  the  Indians;  8.  The  estab- 
lishment of  their  territory;  4.  The  fisheries. 
The  American'  commissioners  had  re- 
plied, that  as  to  the  second  and  third 
heads,  they  had  no  instructions ;  but  that 
they  had  instructions  as  to  the  first  and 
fourth.  Now,  he  first  referred  to  the 
cession  of  territory,  which  clearly  proved 
that  the  president  was  of  opinion,  that 
he  was  entitled  to  gire  instructions  on 
that  head,  and  which  overturned  the  justi- 
fication which  had  been  made  of  his  con- 
duct. 

Mr.  Pomoalysaid,  the  instruction  which 
the  American  commissioners  had,  was, 
perhaps,  that  they  should  not  cede  any 
territory. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  that  one  part  of  the 
boundary  between  Canada  and  New 
Brunswick  was  never  settled.  The  St. 
Croix  river  was  the  boundary  as  far  as  it 
ran,  but  the  rest  had  not  been  traced.  It 
was  all  wild  country,  without  one  whitr 
inhabitant ;  and  of  course  the  Americans 
could  have  no  objection  to  a  settlement  of 
that  boundary,  provided  we  proceeded  on 
the  groond  of  mutual  convenience,  and 
not  as  if  we  had  them  at  our  mercy. 
From  the  lakes  to  the  Mississippi  the  land 
was  eoually  wild,  and  the  boundary  ill 
defined,  and  of  little  consequence  to  either 
country. 

Mr.  iloae  observed,  that,  according  to 
the  Americ.in  constitotinn,  a  copy  of  which 
be  held  in  his  hand,  the  president,  with 
the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  senate, 
was  invesKHl  with  the  power  of  concluding 
treaties,  without  any  restriction  whatever 
at  to  the  cession  of  territory. 

Mr.  BarMif  said,  that  the  several  Ame- 
rican states  had,  like  the  cantons  of  Swit- 
larland,  constituted  a  general  government. 
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to  which  they  granted  certain  specific 
powers;  but  it  was  always  understood, 
that  any  powers  which  were  not  so  spe- 
cifically granted,  were  reserved  by  the 
states;  and  it  did  not  appear,  from  the 
constitution  alluded  to  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  that  the.  general  government 
was  invested  with  the  power  to  cede  any 
territory. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
On  the  motion,  "  That  I0,900r.  be 
granted  for  defraying  the  charge  of  five 
troops  of  dragoons  and  thirteen  companies 
of  foot,  stationed  in  Great  Britain,  for  the 
purpose  of  recruiting  the  corps  employed 
in  the  territorial  possessions  of  the  East 
India  Company/^  a  conversation  arose,  in 
which  Mr.  A.  Etobinson,  lord  Palmerston, 
and  Mr.  Tierney,  took  a  parL  In  reply 
to  a  question  from  Mr.  Robinson, 

Lord  Palmeraon  stated,  that  the  ad- 
ditional number  of  the  regular  army  in 
India,  beyond  the  amount  settled  by  the 
Act  to  be  maintained  in  that  territory, 
was  to  be  defrayed  from  the  general  funds 
of  the  empire ;  and  that,  therefore,  any 
advances  made  by  the  India  Company  for 
the  maintenance  of  these  additional  troops, 
would,  like  other  advances  occasionally 
made  by  the  Company  for  the  public 
service,  be  subsequently  repaid. 

Mr.  Tiemen  observed,  that  a  greater 
number  of  regiments  were  maintained  in 
Lidia  than  were  necessary  to  supply  the 
number  of  men  fixed  by  the  statute,  and 
thus  a  considerable  increase  of  patronage 
took  place. 

Lord  Palmerston  said,  that  regiments, 
however  elFective  when  sent  out,  were  too 
likely  to  become  non-efiective  at  such  a 
distance  from  the  parent  state,  and  hence 
it  became  necessary  to  send  out  additional 
regiments  in  order  to  keep  up  the  supply 
reauired. 

idr.  A,  Robmiom  adverted  to  the  disad- 
vantage to  which  the  India  Company  was 
subject,  in  consequence  of  the  increased 
patronage  alluded  to ;  observing,  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  regiments  now  in  India  would 
be  sufficient  to  supply  the  number  of  men 
fixed  by  the  Act.  He  added,  that  as 
20.000  men  was  the  number  appointed  by 
the  Art  in  the  calculation  of  war,  he  most 
suppose  that  a  considerable  reduction 
would  take  place  on  a  peace  establish- 
ment. 

Mr.  Courtenay  said,  that  it  was  :ntended 
prospectively  to  make  provision  that  the 
noml)er  of  regular  troops  in  India  should 
not  exceed  that  fixed  by  the  Act,  and  that 
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orders  had  with  that  Ttew  been  actually 
sent  out  to  India. 

The  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

On  the  motion,  <<  That  24*5,000/.  be 
granted,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  the 
disembodied  militia  of  the  united  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  royal 
corps  of  miners  of  Devon  and  Cornwall/' 

Mr.  Tierney  wished  to  know  what  pro* 
vision  the  noble  lord  intended  to  make  for 
the  militia  which  was  not  yet  disem* 
bodied  ? 

Lord  PalmeriUm  said,  that  provision 
being  already  made  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  militia  up  to  the  25th  of  December, 
this  vote  applied  only  to  those  who  were 
disembodied.  Should  the  necessity  which 
called  for  retaining  some  of  the  regiments 
cease  in  the  course  of  the  recess,  a  similar 
provision  woold  be  made  for  them. 

Mr.  Whitbread,  after  declaring  his  con- 
viction that  the  continuance  of  any  of  the 
militia  embodied,  under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, was  directly  contrary  to  law, 
expressed  a  wish  that  the  noble  lord  would 
state  something  more  precise  upon  this 
subject  An  explanation  was  certainly 
necessary  to  satisfy  the  mind  of  the  coun* 
try,  and  especially  to  allay  the  complaints 
of  those  among  the  militia  who  were  still 
embodied.  Did  the  noble  lord  think  it 
probable  that  the  whole  of  the  militia 
would  be  disembodied  by  Christmas,  or 
at  what  time  ?  Something  in  the  way  of 
explanation  was  obviously  due  to  those 
regiments,  the  officers  and  men  belonging 
to  which  must  feel  themselves  disappoint* 
ed,  and  especially  those  who,  even  upon 
the  verge  of  their  own  counties,  in  the 
prospect  of  being  immediately  disbanded, 
were  ordered  to  continue  embodied,  while 
they  saw  that  not  only  other  regiments  of 
militia  were  disbanded,  but  that  several  of 
.  the  second  battalions  belonging  to  the 
regular  army  were  disbanded  also. 

Mr,  Baikunt  observed,  it  certainl  v  might 
bear  bard  on  some  individuals,  that  go* 
▼ernment  had  it  not  in  their  power  to 
grant  them  that  repose  which  their  ser- 
▼icea  deserved.  The  necessity  of  the  case 
was  a  sufficient  justification.  As  to  the 
law  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  which  he  had 
laid  down  in  his  usual  broad  manner,  he 
entirely  dissented  from  it.  The  conduct 
of  government  in  keeping  op  a  portion  of 
the  militia,  was  perfectly  consistent  with 
the  act  of  parliament.  This^  howeverj 
was  not  the  question  before  the  House. 
They  were  then  reauired  to  vote  a  certain 
•am  to  defray  the  cnarge  of  diiemhody  ing 
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the  militia.  With  the  feeling  that  they 
would  be  diseinbodied,  !as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, the  noble  lord  had  not  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  provide  for  the  regiments  now 
in  being,  beyond  the  time  be  had  men- 
tioned. Unless  it  could  be  proved,  that 
government  had  shewn  an  undue  prefe* 
rence  to  particular  regiments,  no  impro- 
priety could  be  imputed  to  their  conduct. 
From  the  very  nature  of  the  thing,  those 
regiments  which  were  at  the  greatest  dis- 
tance from  home,  were  necessarily  those 
that  would  be  retained.  The  inconveni- 
ence must  fall  somewhere;  and,  in  pre- 
venting the  disembodying  of  certain  of 
the  militia  regiments,  government  bad  not 
acted  partially  nor  unjustly. 

Mr.  WhUbread  observed,  that  his  inter- 
pretation of  the  law  on  this  subject  was 
supported  by  several  eminetit  lawyers. 
The  conduct  of  government  on  this  o^cap 
sion  was  unprecedented.  It  was  the  first 
time,  he  believed,  since  the  militia  force 
was  formed,  when  all  the  regiments  were 
not  out  together;  and  he  doubted  whe- 
ther the  King  had  the  power  of  making  such 
a  selection  as  had  taken  place.  Looking 
to  the  act,  it  was  impossible  to  suppose 
that  the  Northumberland,  the  Devon,  or 
the  Nottingham  militia,  could  be  called 
on  to  serve,  when  the  other  regiments 
were  disembodied,  since  the  statute  con- 
templated the  service  of  the  whole  militia 
force. 

Mr.  Bathursi  stated,  that  in  former  in- 
stances some  of  the  militia  had  been  called 
out,*  and  not  the  whole. 

Mr.  Wkubftad  asked  in  what  instance  } 

The  ChmuxUor  f^  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  in  1792  some  militia  regiments  were 
called  out,  and  not  the  whole. 

Lord  Poimersloiie  observed,  that  the  mi- 
litia were  partially  called  out  in  1792  from 
the  same  considerations;  that  only  a  part 
of  that  body  were  now  retained  in  ser- 
vice, namely  in  order  to  save  expense,  to 
provide  that  the  expense  incurred  should 
not  exceed  the  necessity  of  the  case. 

Colonel  Wood  said,  that  what  bad  been 
termed  the  selection  of  militia  regiments, 
was  a  circnoutance  perfectly  accidental. 
When  it  was  found  necessary  to  call  for 
the  services  of  a  part  of  the  militia  force, 
those  who  were  farthest  removed  from 
their  ultimate  places  of  destination  were 
resorted  to.  Now,  supposing  the  hon. 
gentleman  s  opinion  to  be  correct,  bis 
stating  that  opinion, '  that  it  was  contrary 
to  law  to  retain  any  of  those  regiments/ 
could  do  no  good,  and  might  have  a  con- 
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Irary  tendency.  If  hit  law  were  good, 
then  the  regimente  must  be  disembodied ; 
'if  it  were  not>  how  cou|d  he  reconcile  it 
to  bis  feelings,  to  otter  declarations  which 
would  make  the  miHtia*roen  more  dissa- 
tisBed  with  their  titnation,  and  render  still 
more  difficolt  the  task  of  'those  who  were 
responsible  for  their  control,  and  who 
found  it  hard,  even  now,  to  keep  ihem  in 
good  humour  and  good  order.  He  con- 
cluded with  expressing  a  wish  that  this 
-qneatioD  as  to  the  law  upon  the  subject 
w^re  satisfactorily  settled,  as  he  hoped  it 
would  be,  through  the  discussion  expected 
on  Monday, 

Mr.  Wkkbrcad  repeated  his  opinion, 
whicbj  he  said,  was  formed  from  his  own 
reading  of  the  law  as  well  as  from  the 
judgment  of  eminent  lawyers. 

The  Auomey  Gtmeral  thought  it  proper 
to  state,  that  bis  opinion  as  to  the  law 
upon  this  subject,  entirely  differed  from 
that  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last ; 
and  although  he  had  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  framing  of  tbe  act  alluded  to,  he 
was  quite  confident  that  the  crown  legally 
possessed  the  power  of  proceeding,  with 
respect  to  the  militia,  in  the  way  objected 
to  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  subject  only  to 
tbe  constitutional  responsibility  of  the  mi- 
nisters adrising  the  exercise  of  that 
power. 

Mr.  Whiihread  said,  that  when  he  re« 
ferred  to  the  judgment  of  some  of  tbe 
highest  legal  authorities  in  the  country,  he 
did  not  at  all  mean  to  include  the  learned 
gentleman,  whose  difference  from  those 
whom  he  had  consulted,  could  neither  ex- 
cite his  surprise  rior  affect  his  opinion. 

The  Attorney  General  did  not  mean  to 
doubt  the  hon.  gentleman's  facility  of  ac- 
cess to  higher  legal  authority  than  he 
could  pretend  to ;  all  he  meant  to  say 
was,  that,  according  to  the  blest  of  his  judg- 
ment, he  could  hot  agree  with  the  opinion 
of  tbe  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Pamonhy  said,  tbe  noble  lord  bad 
informed  them,  that  the  embodied  militia 
were  provided  for  until  the  24th  of  De- 
cember: now,  supposing  they  were  con- 
tinued after  that  time,  he  wished  to  know 
bow  they  were  to  be  supported  ?  Parlia- 
ment probably  (though  be  should  be 
•orry  if  such  were  tbe  fact)  would  not 
meet  until  long  after  that  period  :  how,  in 
the  interim,  did  the  noble  lord  mean  to 
keep  tbe  militia  on  foot  ? 

Lord  FnUnerston  answered,  that,  should 
any  part  of  tbe  militia  continue  embodied 
beyond  tbe  2'lth  of  December, they  would. 
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be  prorided  for,  out  of  the  rote  of  that 
night  for  the  disembodied  militia.  It 
might  be  considered  a  rote  for  militia 
services. 

Mr.  Pamonby  did  not  consider  the  an- 
iswer  of  tbe  noble  lord  satisfactory.  His 
lordship  stated,  that  the  present  vote  waa 
for  militia  services.  That  House  never 
before  had  such  a  proposition  made  to  it : 
th&y  were  constantly  in  the  habit  of  voting 
for  specific  services.  How  could  the 
noble  lord,  with  propriety,  transfer  a  por- 
tion of  the  money  voted  for  the  disem- 
bodied militia,  to  the  service  of  the  em- 
bodied militia  ?  He  hoped  the  noble  lord 
would  not  proceed  in  this  indiscreet  man- 
ner: if  he  believed  any  of  the  militia 
would  be  embodied  beyond  tbe  24th  of 
next  month,  it  would  be  much  better  for 
him  to  move  a  small  vote  of  credit  to  meet 
tbe  consequent  expense,  than  to  appropriate 
part  of  a  vote  granted  by  the  House  for 
a  specific  purpose. 

Lord  Famemon  said,  the  present  were 
not  specific  estimates ;  he  was  moving  for 
money  on  account.  It  would  be  easy,  by 
leaving  out  the  word  '  disembodied,'  and 
granting  the  sum  for  the  services  of  the 
militia  generally,  to  obviate  every  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Pceuonby  said,  he  was  more  op* 
posed  to  this  amendment  than  to  the 
original  statement  of  the  noble  lord,  be- 
cause, if  it  were  agreed  to,  parliament 
would  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  tbe  regi- 
ments embodied  or  disembodied.  The 
ministers  of  tbe  crown  would,  in  that  case, 
have  complete  ccmtrol  over  the  public 
money,  and  not  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  nght  hon.  gentleman  again  advised  a 
small  vote  of  credit  to  be  called  for,  if  ne- 
cessary, sooner  than  appropriate  this  vote 
to  any  other  but  tbe  stated  purpose. 

The  Ckancdkr  of  the  Exchequer  express- 
ed bis  concurrence  in  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Ponsonby,  which  should  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  Tiermy  asked,  why  such  a  sum 
should  be  voted  on  account,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  militia  on  a  peace  establish- 
ment? He  thought  that  a  specific  vote 
might  be  proposed. 

Lord  FalwKrUan  said,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  be  more  specific,  as  the  num- 
ber of  men  belonging  to  the  several  dis- 
embodied regiments,  who  were  to  remain 
in  those  regiments  to  be  trained  in  the 
usual  manner  during  peace,  was  not  yet 
ascertained.  The  vote,  however,  waa 
only  to  extend  to  Its  15.}  and  before  for- 
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ther  provision  should  be  proposed  After 
the  recess,  the  iDformation  necessary  to  a 
precise  vote  would  be  collected. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to* 

Upon  the  motion,  •'  That  200>000/.  be 
granted,  for  defraying  the  charge  of  gene- 
ral and  staff-officers  of  the  hospitals  serv* 
ing  with  his  Majesty's  forces,  and  the 
charge  of  his  Majesty's  garrisons,'' 

Mr.  Tierney  inquired  whether  this  grant 
was  for  a  permanent  establishment  of  the 
staff  at  home  ;  and  whether  it  was  intended 
to  make  any,  and  what  redaction,  of  ex- 
pense in  that  department  ? 

Lord  Falmerston  replied,  that  a  consi- 
derable reduction  had  already  taken  place 
in  the  home  staff;  but  whether  any  farther 
reduction  was  intended,  he  was  not  at  pre- 
sent enabled  to  state.  The  motion,  how- 
ejfer,  before  the  committee,  was  not  meant 
to  pledge  parliament  with  regard  to  any 
permanent  establishment,  as  the  subject 
would  be  brought  fully  under  its  consi- 
deration after  Christmas.  The  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

On  the  motioq,  **  That  218,000/.  be 
granted  for  defraying  the  charge  of  half- 
pay  to  reduced  officers," 

General  Gascoyne  pressed  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  the  claims  of 
those  officers  who  had  been  piit  upon  half 
pay  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  last 
war,  and  inquired  of  the  noble  lord,  whe- 
ther it  was  his  intention  to  propose  that 
they  should  be  comprehended  in  that  in- 
<;rease  of  half- pay  which  had  been  voted 
last  session?  He  wished  also  to  call  his 
*  attention  to  the  existing  distinction  be- 
tween England  and  Ireland,  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  half-pay  was  received  by 
officers ;  and  to  the  subject  of  poundage 
(sixpence  in  the  pound)  which  was  ex- 
'acted  from  the  half-pay  of  every  officer, 
whether  subaltern  or  not,  and  operated  as 
a  serious  diminution  of  the  small  stipend 
bestowed  upon  them.  What  became  of 
that  poundage  so  deducted  he  did  not 
know,  though  he  had  made  many  inquirien 
upon  the  subject^  and  he  should  like  to 
be  informed  by  the  noble  lord. 

Lord  PalmeritoH  replied,  that  if  the 
hon.  general  would  duly  consider  the  sub- 
ject, he  could  not  suppose  that  the  increase 
of  the  half- pay,  which  had  been  voted 
last  session^  was  intended  to  extend  to 
officers  reduced  after  the 'American  war. 
With  regard  to  the  poundage,  and  the  as- 
aimilalion  of  the  half- pay  in  Ireland  aqd 
England,  those  subjects  were  under  the 
consideration  of  goYemmeutj  though  be 
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could  state,  for  the  information  of  the  hon. 
general,  upon  the  former  point,  that  the 
sums  estimated  were  voted  minus  the 
poundage. 

On  the  motion,  ''That  100,000/.  be 
granted  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
Volunteer  Corps  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire* 
land," 

Mr.  fVhiibread  asked  what  possible  pre* 
tence  there  could  be  for  voting  a  sum  like 
the  present;  and  what  occasion  now  ex- 
isted for  volunteer  service,  either  from 
our  external  or  internal  condition  ? 

Lord  Palmeritm  said,  that  the  nature  of 
the  volunteer  force  contemplated  in  the 
estimate  was  the  cavalry  corps  of  England, 
and  what  were  called  the  yeomanry  corps 
in  Ireland.  Whattver  might  be  the  future 
determination  of  the  government  with 
respect  to  those  corps,  the  House  would 
not,  he  apprehended,  think  it  desirable 
that  their  services  should  be  dispensed 
with  at  the  present  moment. 

Mr.  Whitbread  replied,  that  be,  for  one, 
should  think  it  very  desirable  to  dispense 
with  their  services,  because  be  saw  not  the 
least  necessity  for  them  at  present. 

Mr.  FoMonby  observed,  that  in  some 
parts  of  Ireland,  to  bis  certain  knowledge, 
the  yeomanry  corps  had  been  disem- 
bodied; and  no  one  could  affirm  that- there 
existed  any  more  reason  for  continuing 
that  description  of  force  in  Ireland  than 
in  this  country. 

Sir  M.  W.  HidUy  concurred  in  thinking 
that  the  keeping  op  the  cavalry  and  yeo- 
manry corps  was  unnecessary. 

Lord  Palmerston  observed,  that  the  es- 
timates were  framed  entirely  with  a  view 
to  existing  circumstances ;  and  it  was  im- 
portant so  material  a  part  of  our  force 
should  be  provided  for,  until  government 
had  arranged  what  was  to  be  the  whole 
amount  of  the  military  peace  establish- 
ment. The  cavalry  corps  in  England  he 
considered  as  a  species  of  force  the  least 
liable  to  objection  of  any,  as,  by  keeping 
It  up,  government  might  disembody  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  the  militia. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  be  must  still  con- 
sider that  no  sufficient  reason  existed  or 
had  been  shewn  for  inducing  the  com* 
mittee  to  comply  with  the  vote. 

The  ClumceUor  ofihe  Exchequer  observed, 
that  H8  there  was  not  much  probability  of 
any  imminent  danger  threatening  tbia 
country,  between  this  and  the  period  when 
the  House  would  meet  after  Christmas,  he 
would  advise  his  noble  friend  to  witbdraff 
the  estimate  for  the  present. 


425]        BUI  for  tecurmg  the  JJheriy  cf  the 

This  auggestioa  was  acceded  to  by  lord 
Palmenton;  the  remaining  Resolutions 
were  agreed  to,  and  the  Hoase  resumed. 
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Additional  Articlb  to  the  Tbbaty 
or  Chaumont.]  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  presented  to  the  House,  by 
command  of  the  Prmce  Regeoti  the  fol- 
lowing 

*' Additional  Article  to  the  Treaty  con* 
eluded  at  Chaumont,  the  lit  of 
March,  1814,  between  his  Britannic 
Majesty  and  the  £mperor  of  all  the 

HuHsias. 

*'  His  Britannic  Majesty  engages,  for 
the  year  1814,  to  provide  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Russian  fle«(t,  and  its  crews, 
now  in  the  ports  of  England.  The  ex* 
pense  is  estimated  at  five  hnodred  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling. 

**  In  the  event  ot  peace  with  France, 
or  of  the  departure  of  the  said  fleet  on  its 
return  to  Russia  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
his  Britannic  Majesty  shall  provide  (or  its 
maintenance  for  four  months,  reckoning 
from  the  day  of  the  signature  of  the  peace, 
or  of  the  departure  of  the  fleet  from  the 
ports  of  England. 

*'  The  present  additional  article  shall 
have  the  same  force  and  validity  as  if  it 
were  inserted  word  for  word  in  the  treaty 
patent  of  this  day.  It  shall  be  ratified, 
and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged 
at  the  same  time. 

**  In  witness  whereof,  the  respective 
plenipotentiaries  have  signed  and  affixed 
to  it  the  seal  of  their  arms. 

**  Done  at  Chaumont,  the  1st  March^  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1814. 

*'  Castlesbagh.       Chaslbs  RoBsaT 
(L  S.)        Comtb  db  Nessblbode.'' 

(L.S.) 

Covbt-Mabtialon  Colonel  Qubntin.] 
Colonel  Palmer  said,  in  consequence  of  ^ 
statement  in  a  newspaper  which  he  held 
in  his  hand,  purporting  to  be  from  autho*^ 
rity»  be  gave  notice  that  it  was  his  inten- 
tion after  the  recess,  and  in  the  fullest 
period  of  the  session,  to  bring  the  subject 
of  the  court-martial  on  colonel  Quentiir 
again  before  the  House.  In  the  news- 
paper to  which  he  had  alluded^  a  contra- 
diction was  given  to  an  assertion  which 
he  had  made  in  the  House  when  he 
brought  forward  the  former  motion.    He 
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knew  not  by  what  authority  this  statement 
was  made,  but  he  could  say  that  it  was 
wholly  without  foundation.  In  the  mo- 
tion for  the  proceedings  of  the  coort*mar« 
tial,  he  had  avoided  entering  on  subjects 
connected  with  the  case,  under  the  idea 
that  they  would  come  with  more  pro- 
priety before  the  House  wheit  they  were 
in  possession  of  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings. But  now  that  the  House  had  refused 
to  agree  to  the  Address  for  these  papers, 
it  was  his  intention  to  lay  before  them 
what  he  would  have  done  had  this  Address 
been  acceded  to;  and  be  should  feel  it 
his  duty,  when  be  brought  forward  hia 
motion,  to  move  at  the  same  time  a  call 
of  the  House. 


Mb«  Serjeant  Onslow's  Bill  roa  ss- 

CUBING    TRB  LlBBBTY    OF    THB   SUBJBCT.] 

Mr.  Serjeant  Omlcw,  agreeably  to  no- 
tice, moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
"  for  more  effectually  securing  the  Liberty 
of  the  Subject/'  The  learned  serjeant 
went  into  a  history  of  the  origin  of  writs 
of  Habeas  Corpus.  Originally  these  writa 
could  only  be  issued  by  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery and  the  court  of  King's-bench.  The 
statute  of  Charles  1,  gave  a  similar  power 
to  the  court  of  Common  Pleas ;  and  the 
act  of  Charles  2,  extended  it  to  all  the  sa* 
perior  courts  in  criminal  matters,  both  io 
term  time  and  vacation.  In  1758,  sir 
John  Custy  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, introduced  a  bill  for  still  further  ex- 
tending the  power  of  issuing  writs  of  Ha- 
beas Corpus;  but  this  Bill  was  very  pro- 
perly thrown  out  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
as  it  had  a  tendency  to  degrade  the 
judges,  and  convert  them  into  mere  mi- 
nisterial instruments.*  After  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  Bill,  lord  Hardwicke  moved 
the  House  of  Lords,  that  instructions 
should  be  sent  to  the  judges  to  prepare  a 
bill  to  regulate  the  issuing  of  writs  of 
Habeas  Corpus.  A  bill  was  accordingly 
prepared  by  the  judges,  but,  for  some  rea- 
son or  other,  it  was  never  proceeded  in. 
That  Bill,  however,  was  the  foundation  of 
the  Bill  which  he  was  now  about  to  bring 

*  For  an  interesting  account,  bv  pr.  Birch, 
of  the  Debate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  May 
9, 1758,  on  this  Bill ;  and  also  for  a  Paper, 
intituled,  "  Headsof  Objections  to  the  Bill 
for  extending  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act," 
copied  from  the  MS.  notes  of  lord  chan- 
cellor Hardwicke,  see  New  Psriiamentary 
History,  vol.  15,  pp.  897,  923.  See,  too* 
p.  871  of  the  same  volume. 
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in ;  whichf  indeed,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  verbal  alterations,  was  much  the 
.  same.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  es- 
tend  the  power  of  granting  writs  of  Ha- 
beas Corpns  to  the  lord  chancellor  and 
all  the  other  judges,  in  term  time  and  va* 
cation ;  and  ordering  not  only  returns  in 
vacations,  bat  also  allowing  process  for 
contempt— »a  power  which  was  not  at  pre* 
sent  possessed ;  and  also  giving  a  power 
to  the  chancellor,  or  the  oihef  judges,  to 
inquire  into  the  troth  of  the  case,  and  to 
award  issues  accordingly. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  having  seconded  the 
motion,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the 
Bill ;  and  Mr.  Serjeant  Best,  Mr.  Serjeant 
Onslow,  and  sir  Samuel  Romill^*',  were 
ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  it  m.  Mr. 
Sjeijeant  Onslow  accordingly  presented 
the  Bill.  On  the  motion,  that  it  be  read 
a  first  time, 

Mr.  Croker  asked,  if  its  provisions  ex- 
tended to  Ireland  ? 

Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow  said,  he  had  not 
extended  it  to  Scotland,  as  that  country 
possessed  an  act  against  wrongous  impri- 
sonment ;  nor  to  Ireland,  as  he  was  not 
suflSciently  acquainted  with  the  laws  of 
that  country,  to  be  adequate  to  such  a 
task. 

Mr.  Croher  said,  that  the  law  of  Eng- 
land was  also  the  law  of  Ireland.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Bill  would  not 
be  pressed  forward  so  as  to  preclude  such 
amendments  as  might  allow  it  to  be  ex- 
tended to  Ireland.  He  trusted,  that  the 
further  stages  would  not  be  gone  through 
till  after  the  recess. 

Mr*  Serjeant  Omlow  said,  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  move  the  second  reading  on 
Monday  next;  but  he  would  take  no  fur- 
ther steps  in  it  till  after  the  recess. 

Mr.  Homtr  said,'  the  country  were  ex- 
tremely indebted  to  the  learned  serjeant 
lor  his  Bill.  When  he  said  so,  he  did  not 
ttiean  to  commit  himself  to  any  premature 
approbation  of  its  contents;  but  the  state- 
ment of  the  learned  serjeant  was  a  great 
recommendation  of  it,  namely,  that  it  was 
taken  from  a  bill  which  had  been  framed 
by  the  judges.  If  it  were  true,  that  the 
laws  of  England  and  Ireland  were  the 
same  as  to  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  the 
provisions  of  this  Bill  ousht  ceruinly  to 
be  extended  to  Ireland  also.  He  regret- 
ted extremely,  that,  as  the  law  now  stood, 
this  Bill  could  not  be  extended  to  his  own 
country.  He  believed,  that  a  person  ac- 
quainted with  the  law  of  that  country, 
could  not  confer  a  greater  benefit  on  his 


countrymen,  than  by  revising  the  Act  re- 
lating to  wrongous  imprisonment.  As  the 
law  now  stood  in  Scotland,  the  remedy 
was  neither  so  efficacious  nor  so  prompt 
as  it  was  under  the  existing  laws  of  this 
country,  narrowed  as  the  Act  of  wrongous 
imprisonment  had  been  by  the  recent  de- 
cisions of  the  Scotch  judges.  He  felt 
anxious  that  some  person  properly  quali- 
fied should  undertake  the  task  of  assimi- 
lating, as  much  as  possible,  the  remedy  to 
be  given  in  that  country  to  what  it  would 
be  in  this. 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  the  provisions  of 
this  Bill  ought  not  to  be  extended  to  Ire- 
land in  a  separate  act,  but  the  whole 
ought  to  be  incorporated  in  the  same  sta- 
tute. If  they  wished  to  fill  the  people  of 
Ireland  with  a  respect  for  the  laws,  it 
would  not  be  by  enacting  separate  sta^ 
totes  for  that  country,  but  by  extending 
one  general  rule  to  the  whole  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  unless  there  was  some 
cause  to  the  contrary.  This  was  the  only 
way  of  perfecting  the  onion  between  the 
two  countries.  In  almost  every  instance^ 
the  statute  law  of  Ireland  and  England 
were  the  same  ;  and  if  in  some  cases  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  had  not  gone  so  far 
as  that  of  England,  it  would  have  been 
desirable  that  they  had  gone  farther. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  first  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Copy  op  Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow's  Bill 
por  securing  the  liberty  op  the  sub- 
JECT.] The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
Bill,  as  brought  in  by  Mr.  Serjeant  On* 
■low:— 

"  A  Bill  for  more  effectually  securing  the 
Liberty  of  the  Subject. 

"  Whereas  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
hath  been  found  by  experience  to  be  the 
most  beneficial  method  of  restoring  any 
person  to  his  liberty,  who  has  been  un- 
justly deprived  thereof: 

«*  And  whereas  extending  the  remedy  off 
such  writ,  and  enforcing  obedience  there- 
onto,  and  preventing  delays  in  the  execu- 
tion thereof,  and  ascertaining  the  pro- 
ceedings thereupon,  will  be  greatly  bene* 
ficial  to  the  public : 

'*  And  whereas  the  provisions  made  by 
an  Act  passed  in  the  thirty-first  year  of 
king  Charles  the  second,  intituled,  'An 
*  Act  for  the  better  securing  the  Liberty 
'  of  the  Subject,  and  for  Prevention  of 
'  Imprisonment  beyond  the  Seas,*  only 
extend  to  cases  of  commitment  or  de- 
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tain^r  for  crimioal  or  supposed  criminal 
matter : 

«  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  King's 
must  excellent  majesty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  spiritual 
and  temporal,  and  Commons  in  this  present 
parliament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  where  any  person  shall 
be  confined  or  restrained  of  his  or  her 
liberty^  otherwise  than  for  some  criminal 
or  supposed  criminal  matter,  or  imprison- 
ed for  debt,  or  by  process  in  any  civil 
suit,  within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  call- 
ed England,  dominion  of  Wales,  and  town 
of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  and  the  isles  of 
Jersey,  Guernsey,  and  Man,  it  shall  and 
roa^  be  lawful  for  the  lord  chancellor, 
lord  keeper,  lords  commissioners  of  the 
great  seal,  for  the  time  being,  or  any  one 
of  them,  or  any  one  of  his  Majesty's  jus- 
tices of  one  bench  or  the  other,  or  the 
barons  of  the  Exchequer,  of  the  degree  of 
the  coif,  and  they  are  hereby  required, 
upon  complaint  made  to  them  by  or  on 
the  behalf  of  the  person  so  confined  or 
restraine-d,  if  it  shall  appear  by  affidavit 
or  affirmation  (in  cases  where  by  law  an 
affirmation  is  allowed)  that  there  is  a  pro- 
bable and  reasonable  ground  for  such 
complaint,  to  award  in  vacation  time  a 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  ad  subficiendmn, 
under  the  seal  of  such  court  whereof  he 
or  they  shall  then  be  judges  or  one  of  the 
judges,  to  be  directed  to  the  person  or 
persona  in  whose  custody  or  power  the 
party  so  confined  or  restrained  shall  be, 
returnable  immediately  before  the  person 
so  awarding  the  same,  or  before  any  other 
judge  of  the  court  under  the  seal  of  which 
the  said  writ  issued. 

'*  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid.  That  if  the  person  or 
persons  to  whom  any  writ  of  Habeas  Cor- 
pus shall  be  directed  in  pursuance  of  this 
Act,  upon  service  of  such  writ,  either  by 
the  actual  delivery  thereof  to  him,  her,  or 
them,  or  by  leaving  the  same  at  the  place 
where  the  pmrty  shall  be  confined  or  re- 
strained, with  any  servant  or  agent  of  the 
person  or  persons  so  confining  or  restrain- 
ing, shall  wilfully  neglect  or  refuse  to 
make  a  retura  or  pay  obedience  thereto, 
he,  she,  or  they  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
a  contempt  of  the  court  under  the  seal 
whereof  such  writ  shall  issue ;  and  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said 
lord  chancellor,  lord  keeper,  lord  com- 
missioner, justice,  or  baron,  before  whom 
such  writ  shall  be  returnable,  upon  proof 
Bade  of  such  sar? ice,  to  award,  m  the  va« 


cation  time,  process  of  contempt  ^der 
the  seal  of  such  court,  against  the  person 
or  persons  guilty  of,  such  contempt,  re* 
turnable  before  himself  in  the  vacation 
time,  who  shall  proceed  thereon  as  to  law 
and  justice  shall  appertain:  provided, 
that  if  no  such  writ  shall  be  awarded  so 
late  in  the  vacation  by  any  one  of  tha 
said  justices  or  barons,  that,  in  his  opi« 
nlon,  obedience  thereto  cannot  be  conve- 
niently paid  during  such  vacation,  tha 
same  shall  and  may,  at  his  discretion,  be 
made  returnable  in  the  court  of  which  the 
said  justice  or  baron  shall  be  a  justice  or 
baron,  at  a  day  certain  in  the  next  term  ; 
and  the  said  court  shall  and  may  proceed 
thereupon,  and  award  process  of  contempt 
in  case  of  disobedience  thereto,  in  like 
manner  as  if  such  writ  had  been  originally 
awarded  by  the  said  court :  providdl  also, 
that  if  such  writ  shall  be  awarded  by  the 
court  of  King's-bench,  or  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas,  or  court  of  Exchequer,  in 
term,  but  so  late  that,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  court,  obedience  thereto  cannot  bar 
conveniently  paid  during  such  terra,  tha 
same  shall  and  may,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  said  court,  be  made  returnable  at  a 
day  certain  in  the  then  next  vacation,  be* 
fore  any  judge  or  baron  of  the  same  court, 
who  shall  and  may  proceed  thereupon  in 
such  manner  as  by  this  Act  is  directed 
concerning  writs  issuing  in  and  made  re* 
turnable  during  the  vacation*    • 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  au« 
thority  aforesaid.  That  in  all  cases  pro- 
vided for  by  this  Act,  although  the  return 
to  any  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  shall  be 
good  and  sufficient  in  law,  the  said  lord 
chancellor,  lord  keeper,  ford  commis- 
sioners, justice,  or  baron,  before  whom 
such  writ  be  returnable,  shall,  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be,  proceed  to  exa- 
mine into  the  truth  of  the  fact  set  forth  in 
such  return,  and  into  the  cause  of  such 
confinement  or  restraint,  by  affidavit,  or 
by  affirmation  (in  cases  where  an  affirma- 
tion is  allowed  by  law),  and  shall  do  there- 
in as  to  justice  shall  appertain :  and  if 
such  writ  shall  be  returned  before  any 
one  of  the  said  justices  or  barons,  and  it 
shall  appear  doubtful  to  him  on  such  exa- 
mination, whether  the  material  facts  set 
forth  in  the  said  return,  or  any  of  them, 
be  true  or  not,  in  such  case  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  the  said  justice  or  baron 
to  let  to  bail  the  said  person  so  confined 
or  restrained,  upon  his  or  her  entering 
into  a  recognizance  with  one  or  more 
sureties ;  or  in  c«m  of  infancy  or  corer- 
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tiire,  jjpon  securtly  by  recognisance,  in  a 
reasonable  sum,  to  appear  in  the  court  of 
^bich  the  said  justice  or  baron  sball  be  a 
justice  or  baron,  upon  a  day  cerlain  in 
the  term  following,  and  so  from  day  to 
day  as  the  court  shall  require,  and  to 
abide  such  order  as  the  court  shall  make 
in  and  concerning  the  premises ;  and  such 
justice  or  baron  shall  transmit  into  the 
same  court  the  said  writ  and  return,  toge- 
ther with  the  said  recognizance,  affida* 
Tits,  ai\d  affirmations ;  and  tliereupon  the 
taid  court  shall  proceed,  order,  and  deter- 
mine touching  the  discharging,  bailing, 
or  remanding  the  party,  as  to  justice  ap- 
.  pertain,  either  in  a  summary  way  by  affi- 
davit, or  affirmation,  in  cases  where  by 
law  affirmation  is  allowed,  or  by  directing 
one  or  more  issues  for  the  trial  of  the  facts 
aet  forth  in  such  return,  or  any  of  them ; 
whereupon  such  proceedings  shall  be  had 
•i  in  other  cases  of  issaes  directed  by  that 
ooart 

^*  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  that  the  like  proceed- 
Hig  shall  be  had  in  the  court  for  contro- 
▼erting  the  troth  of  the  return  to  alLwrils 
of  Habeas  Corpus  awarded  for  or  on  behalf 
of  any  person  confined  or  restrained  of  his 
or  her  liberty,  otherwise  than  for  some 
orimlnol  or  supposed  criminal  matter,  or 
being  imprisoned  for  debt  or  by  process 
IB  any  civil  suit,  although  such  writ  shall  be 
awarded,  by  the  said  courts  or  be  return- 
able therein. 

*'  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  that  the  like  proceed- 
ings, as  to  awarding  issues,  shall  be  had 
in  cases  where  the  said  writ  shall  be 
awarded  by  the  lord  chancellor,  lord 
keeper,  or  lord  commissioner  of  the  great 
aeal  for  the  time  being,  and  be  returnable 
before  him  or  them. 

«'  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  by  the 
authority  aforesaid  it  shall  and  Aiay  be 
lawful  for  the  lord  chancellor,  lord  keeper, 
commissioners  of  the  great  seal,  court  or 
judge,  proceeding  on  any  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  ad  sulfficiendwH,  awarded  in  cases 
of  confinement  not  for  criminal  or  supposed 
criminal  matter,  nor  imprisonment  for 
debt,  nor  by  process  in  a  civil  suit,  to  make 
each  order  in  regard  to  the  payment  of 
the  charges  and  expenses  Of  bringing  op 
the  party  so  confined  or  restrained,  and 
for  carrying  him  or  her  back  to  his  or  her 
pface  of  confinement,  in  case  of  remand  ing« 
as  to  such  lord  chancellor,  lord  keeper, 
commissioners  of  the  great  seaU  court  or 
judge,  fhally  upon  examioaiioa  thereof, 
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I  seem  meet ;  and,  for  non-payment  thereof, 
to  award  process  of  contempt ;  whereupon 
such  proceedings  shnll  be  had  as  in  other 
cases  of  contempt  for  non-payment  of 
costs. 

"  And  be  it  declared  and  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  that  an  Habeas 
Corpus,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  Act,  may  be  directed  and 
run  into  any  county  palatine  or  ctnqne 
port,  or  any  other  privileged  places,  within 
that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England, 
dominion  of  Wales,  and  town  of  Berwick 
upon  Tweed,  and  the  isles  of  Jersey,  Guern- 
sey,  and  Man,  and  also  into  any  port,  har- 
bour, road,  creek  or  bay,  upon  the  coast  of 
England  or  Wales,  although  the  same 
should  lie  out  of  the  body  of  any  county  ; 
any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  in  any- 
wise notwithstanding. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  that  the  several  pro- 
visions 'made  in  this  Act,  touching  the 
making  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  issuing  in 
time  of  vacation,  returnable  into  the  said 
courts,  or  for  making  such  writs  awarded 
in  term  time,  returnable  in  the  vacation, 
as  the  cases  may  respectively  happen,  and 
also  for  awarding  process  of  contempt  in 
the  time  of  vacation,  against  the  person  or 
persons  neglecting  or  refusing  to  make 
return  of  such  merits,  or  to  pay  obedience 
thereto,  shall  extend  to  aH  writs  of  Habeaa 
Corpus  awarded  in  pursuance  of  a  certain 
Act  passed  in  the  Sist  year  of  the-reign  of 
king  Charles  the  2nd,  intituled, ''  An  Act 
for  the  better  securing  the  Liberty  of  the 
Subject,  and  for  ProTention  of  Imprison- 
ment beyond  the  Seas,''  in  as  ample  and 
beneficial  a  manner  as  if  such  writs  and 
the  said  cases  arising  thereon  had  been 
hereinbefore  specially  named  and  provided 
for." 

Treaty  with  Naples.]  Mr.  Whubnad 
regretted  that  he  had  not  arrived  suffi- 
ciently in  time  to  introduce  the  subject  on 
which  he  was  about  to  address  the  House, 
before  its  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the 
Army  Estimates.  To  shew  that  he  had 
not  made  the  statement  which  ha  did  last 
nigh^  without  having  previously  taken 
every  pains  to  inform  himself  of  its  cor- 
rectness and  authenticity,  he  now  held 
in  his  hands  a  printed  copy  of  the  treaty 
of  alliance  between  the  reigning  king  of 
Naples  and  the  emperor  of  Austria,  by 
which  the  possessions  of  the  former  were 
guaranteed  to  him;  and,  by  a  secret 
article  to  the  same  treaty,  an  accesstoii  of 
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teiliiory  was  prMniied  to  him  from  the 
domiaioDS  of  the  pope,  oo  condition  of 
the  immediate  co-operation  of  his  army 
with  the  army  of  the  allies.  This  treaty 
was  acceded  to  on  the  part  of  the  British 
government  by  lord  William  Bentinck; 
and  a  note  signed  by  him  bore  that,  in 
case  the  Neapolitan  government  should 
not  exact  the  entering  into  a  written 
tftety ,  bot,  relying  on  the  word  of  a  British 
minister,  should  be  content^  with  a  verbal 
engagement,  the  undersigned  was  instructed 
officially,  on  the  part  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, to  approve  of  the  treaty  concluded 
between  the  emperor  of  Austria  and  the 
king  of  Naples,  and  of  the  addition  of 
tenitory  therein ,  specified  to  be  taken 
Irom  the  dominions  of  the  pope ;  and  if 
the  English  government  refused  to  sign  a 
regular  treaty,  it  was  from  sentiments  of 
delicacy  and  honour  towards  an  ancient 
ally*  Believing  this  to  be  an  authentic 
copy  of  the  treaty,  and  of  the  note  of  lord 
William  Bentinck,  he  was  bpund,  in  justice 
to  the  House  and  himself,  to  substantiate, 
as  far  as  he  ioould,  the  assertions  he  had 
made.  He  was  entitled  to  consider  this 
as  authentic,  until  it  was  properly  contra- 
dicted on  the  part  of  government ;  but  be 
believed  the  time  would  never  arrive  when 
the  fight  hon.  the  Cbancellor  of  \he  Ex- 
chequer, or  his  colleagoesi  would  be  able 
to  disprove  its  authenticity.  There  was 
only  one  thing;  with  respect  to  which  he 
was  not  positively  certain,  and  that  was, 
whether  the  assent  on  the  part  of  lord 
Castlereagh  was  in  writing  /or  not.  He 
bad  been  told  that  it  had  been  seen  by 
flMny  persons  in  writing ;  but  the  not  being 
reduced  to  writing  made  not  the  smallest 
diflerence  with  respect  to  the  manner  in 
which  this  country  was  bound.  Before 
he  consented  to  vote  any  given  sum  of 
money,  he  should  wish  to  know  what 
were  the  engagements  entered  into  on  the 
part  of  the  crown.  Lord  William  Ben- 
linck  had  also  engaged  the  British  govern- 
ment towards  another  sute,  where  British 
troops  were  at  present  quartered.  In  a 
proclamation  which  he  bad  taken  the 
ubertygf  reading  to  the  House  last  session, 
lord  Williaoi  Bentinck  promised  to  the 
Genoese  the  restoration  of  their  indepen- 
dence and  of  their  ancient  form  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  instead  of  this  promise  being 
performed,  that  state  was  to  be  delivered 
op  to  the  dominion  of  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia. 

The  CkanceUar  ^tht  Exehcqm^  said,  that 
whatever  degree  of  authenticity  the  papers 
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cited  by  the  hon.  gentleman  might  be 
found  to  possess,  it  was  clear  from  these 
papers  themselves,  that  they  had  only  % 
reference  to  a  negociation  which  was 
pending,  and  not  to  a  treaty  already  con- 
cluded. The  House  would  find,  whenever 
an  investigation  into  the  subject  took 
place,  that  the  British  government  had 
rally  acted  up  to  every  treaty  which  it 
had  entered  into.  There  was  nothine  in 
the  treaty  to  prevent  us  from  defending 
the  possessions  of  our  ancient  allv^  the 
king  of  Sicily.  Sicily,  as  appeared  from 
these  papers,  was  the  only  impediment  to 
entering  into  a  written  treaty  with  the 
king  of  Naples.  He  repeated,  that  when- 
ever  an  investigation  took  place,  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country  would  be  fully 
justified. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  the  right  hon«,  gen- 
tleman had  either  chosen  to  misrepresent 
the  papers  which  he  had  read,  or  he  had 
not  heard  them.  The  note  of  lord  William 
Bentinck  did  not  relate  to  a  negociation 
pending,  but  to  a  treaty  concluded:  it 
stated,  that  the  English  government  en* 
tirely  approved  of  the  treaty  concluded 
between  the  emperor  of  Austria  and  the 
king  of  Naples,  and  consented  to  the  ad- 
dition of  territory  therein  stipulated,  oa 
condition  of  his  immediately  cooperating 
with  the  army  of  the  allies.— [Go  on,  said 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  across  the 
table.]— It  stated,  that  if  the  British  go- 
vernment refused  to  enter  into  a  regular 
treaty,  it  was  from  sentiments  of  honour 
and  delicacy  towards  an  ancient  ally. 
Was  the  right  hon.  gentleman  so  casuistical 
a  moralist  as  to  maintain,  that  there  was 
any  difference  between  the  signing^ a 
treaty  and  a  minuter's  pledging  his  lib- 
nour  in  the  extent  to  which  the  country 
was  bound  ?  It  bad  been  stated  in  parlia- 
ment, that  Buonaparte  paid  no  regard  to 
treaties,  and  that  tl^e  word  of  an  English 
minister  would  be  taken  in  preference  to 
the  most  solemn  engagement  from  him; 
and  was  an  English  minister  now  to  draw 
a  difference  between  a  treaty  end  a  verbal 
engagement  f  If  that  which  he  had  re- 
cited to  the  House  was  not  a  clear  and 
positive  engagement,  there  was  none  exist- 
ing in  the  world. 

The  Chanceihr  of  ike  Rxdieqmtr  said,  the 
note  itself  assigned  a  reason^or  refusing 
to  enter  into,  a  treaty ;  and  it  never  surely 
could  t>e  contended,  that  the  faith  of  the 
country  was  so  pledged,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, as  in  the  case  of  a  regular 
treaty :  but,  at  all  events,  when  circom- 
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stances  were  fully  knowo,  it  woald  turn 
out  that  this  country  had  fuUy  performed 
all  ito  enjragemepia. 

Mr.  Homer  %a\d,  it  was  true  there 
was  no  actual  treaty  signed ;  but  in  the 
same  breath  the  minister  of  the  country 
said',  although  he  would  not  sign  a  treaty, 
be  pledged  his  honour  and  the  faith  of  the 
nation  to  the  execution  of  his  engagement. 
The  honour  of  the  country  was  as  much 
giyen  to  Naples  as  if  the  most  solemn 
treaty  had  been  entered  into.  That  there 
might  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
engagement,  there  was  a  statement  of  it 
reduced  to  writing.  If  this  was  a  genuine 
paper,  and  there  could  be  now  but  little 
doubt  of  its  authenticity,  lord  William 
Bentinck  had,  on  the  part  of  this  country, 
folly  acceded  to'  the  treaty  between  the 
emperor  of  Austria  and  the  king  of  Na- 
ples. But  there  was  an  important  con- 
sideration arising  out  of  this  business.  It 
had  been  stated  last  night,  on  the  part  of 
government,  in  that  House,  that  ministers 
possessed  no  information  whatever  of  any 
accession  on  the  part  of  lord  William 
Bentinck  or  lord  Castlereagh  to  the  treaty 
between  Austria  and  Naples^  The  denial 
was  not  so  strong  to  day  as  that  which 
Ihey  had  heard  yesterday.  But,  at  all 
events,  he  hoped  the  House  would  not 
forget,  that  if  there  was  any  accession  to 
this  treaty  on  the  part  of  this  country, 
ministers  were  in  ufter  ignorance  of  it: 
If  there  was  any  such  thing,  they  were 
altogether  strangers  to  it  With  respect 
also  to  the  order  of  Prince  Repnin  for  the 
surrender  of  Saxony,  they  had  no  official 
information  respecting  it.  It  bad  been 
stated,  that  lord  Castlereagh  had  given  his 
sanction  to  this  order.  If  so,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  ought  to  have  had  official 
information  of  it.  A  secretary  of  state 
had,  in  this  instance,  been  sent  abroad, 
instead  of  one  of  the  description  of  persons 
hitherto  delegated.  It  would  be  extreme* 
ly  inconvenient  to  the  House  and  his  Ma- 
jestv's  ministers  in  general,  if  persons 
iiolaing  high  ministerial  offices  should  be 
sent  abroad,  who  might  not  think  fit  to 
communicate  regularly  with  the  govern - 
neat  at  home,  and  thus  keep  his  colleagues 
from  being  officially  informed  of  such 
important  proceedings  as  the  accession  on 
the  part  of  this  country  to  the  treaty  be- 
tween  Austria  and  Naples,  and  the  order 
of  prince  Repnin  for  the  transfer  of  Saxony 
to  Prussia. 

Mr.  BatkuTMt  conceived,  that  the  present 
situation  of  afiin  was  such  as  to  call  for 
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the  confidence  of  parliattent  in  his  fi|a<>' 
jesty's  ministers.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  had  no  right  to 
assume  that  the  noble  lord  now  absent  at 
Vienna,  and  who  had  been  also  abroad 
during  the  former  negociatioos,  kept  hie 
colleagues  in  ignorance  of  the  transi^ctioiM 
in  which  he  was  concerned.  He  begged 
to  state,  that  if  lord  Castlereagh  bad  given 
his  assent  to  the  order  of  prince  Repnin, 
that  this  did  not  relate  to  a  transfer  of 
Saxony  to  Prussia,  but  merely  to  a  mili- 
tary occupation  of  that  country,  which 
was  a  very  diflerent  thing.  By  that  order, 
the  military  occupation  was  merely  taken 
from  the  Russians  and  given  to  Prussia ; 
but  there  was  no  annexation  to  Prussia,  or 
any  thin^  beyond  what  he  had  stated. 

Afr.  Whitlntad  was  convinced  Uie  first 
information  which  gentlemen  opposite  had 
received  of  the  treaty  with  the  king  of 
Naples,  and  the  accession  to  it  by  this 
country,  was  that  which  he  had  given 
them  himself. 

Mr.  Tkmty  wished  ministers  to  have 
the  goodness  to  state  at  once,  that  they 
had  received  no  official  account  of  lord 
Castlereagh's  having  sanctioned  the  mili- 
tary occupation  of  Saxony  by  Prussia, 
This  important  step  had  been  taken 
without*  the  knowleqge  of  this  country  ; 
nothing  had  been  done  to  prevent  it ;  and 
a  measure  by  which  the  mterests  of  oar 
fellow  creatures  was  so  deeply  affected, 
had  not  met  with  the  smallest  opposition. 

Mr.  BaikirH  thought  it  would  be  ex« 
tremely  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the 
country,  if  the  time  of  the  House  were  to 
be  taken  up  with  the  proceedings  of*a 
negociation  which  was  still  pending. 

Mr.  Tierruj^  said,  if  the  fact  of  the  mili- 
tary occupation  of  Saxony  by  Prussia  Was 
admitted,  was  it  unreasonable,  in  discussing 
whether  they  were  to  allow  75,000  men 
to  government,  to  take  it  for  granted  that 
this  military  occupation  was  the  result  of 
the  negociation  of  the  Congress  ? 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said,  that  there  was  a 
necessity  last  session  for  not  interfering 
with  government  during  the  important 
proceedings  which  were  then  taking  place 
on  the  continent :  but  the  state  of  things 
was  very  much  changed,  and  bore  no  sort 
of  similarity  to  the  former.  This  country 
had  become  a  party  to  the  treaty  of 
Chaumont,  by  which  each  of  the  four 
contracting  powers  bound  themselves  to 
keep  up  a  corps  of  75,000  men,  for  the 
purpose  of  arranging  the  interests  of  Eu- 
rope, and  in  the  language  of  the  treaty,  for 
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doiog  iboie  Ihinp  simvltaneoiialy .  Now, 
If  it  was  not  denied  that  this  order  was  a 
genuine  instrument,  and  if  it  was  one  of 
the  proceedings  in  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  treaty  of  Chaumont,  and  if  the 
treaty  between  Austria  and  Naples^  ac- 
ceded to  by  this  country,  could  also  not 
be  denied,  things  were  very  different  from 
what  they  were  last  year,  when  every 
thing  remained  secret  till  the  time  of  per- 
formance. If  the  House  were  not  allowed 
to  ask  one  question,  they  would  be  placed 
in  a  most  humiliating  situation  indeed. 
Was  this  country  to  pay  a  force  foi;  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  other  powers,  who 
were  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Chaumont, 
to  execute  their  own  views,  without  the 
House  being  allowed  to  ask  ministers  any 
questions  upon  the  subject  ?  He  had  no 
aesitation  in  saying,  that  the  military  oc« 
cupation  of  Saxony  by  Prussia,  was  as 
.violent  and  flagitious  a  measure  as  any  of 
the  measures  of  Buonaparte. 
The  conversation  here  ended. 

Motion  bbspictino  Spamish  StreiECTs 

aXNT  FEOIf'  GlBSALTAa  TO  Caoiz.]      Mr. 

Wkttbread  rose,  to  bring  forward  his  mo* 
tion  relative  to  certain  persons  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  garrison  of  Gibraltar, 
and  who  had  been  most  unnecessarily  and 
most  inhumanly  given  up,  at  the  instiga- 
tion  of  sir  James  Duff,  by  generel  Smith, 
to  the  government  of  Spain.  He  should 
not  trespass  long  on  the  attention  of  the 
House.  The  act  to  which  he  was  about 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  was,  he 
conceived,  altogether  without  justification. 
This  was  not  a  motion  of  course  ;  matters 
could  not  rest  there ;  and  it  must  be  fol- 
lowed up  by  other  proceedings.  Every 
body,  he  was  sure,  knew,  and  every  body 
felt,  that  the  whole  conduct  of  Ferdinand 
the  seventh  was  one  display  of  the  greatest 
folly  and  ingratitude  which  had  ever  been 
exhibited  by  ;sny  monareh  to  the  eyes  of 
mankind.  During  his  stay  at  Valentia,  a 
resolution  was  taken  by  htm  of  getting 
rid  of  the  cortes,  thus  removing  the  only 
obstacle  to  his  rendering  his  despotism  all 
powerful ;  and  on  the  night  between  the 
10th  and  llth  of  May,  those  atrocious  and 
scandalous  arrests  of  the  members  of  the 
cortes  took  place^  which  had  excited  such 
abhorrence  throughout  Europe.  Some  of 
the  members  were  dragged  from  their 
homes  to  prison,  others  fled  for  refuge  to 
different  quarters  of  Spain,  and  several  of 
them  escaped  from  their  pursuers  to  Eng- 
liaiid.    The  £|panish  govemment  in  their 


nefarious  derigns  were  greatly  assisted  by 
the  active  vigilance  of  sir  Jam^s  Duff,  cba 
British  resident  at  Cadiz,  who  had  mada 
himself  busy  in  many  other  eases  besides 
those  which  were  before  the  House.  The 
judges  whom  Ferdinand  employed  in  carry- 
ingthrough  his  designs,  were  three  persons, 
two  of  whom  had  been  in  opposition  to 
the  patriotic  government  of  Spain  at  the 
commencement  of  the  revolution,  and  the 
third  had  been  distinguished  for  his  vio- 
lent opposition  in  the  certes  to  tkm  me»« 
sures  of  the  persons  who  were  now  tha 
victims  of  despotism.  One  of  these  three 
persons  distinguished  himseif  as  an  active 
agent  of  Buonapart^  at  Saragassa,  in  en^ 
deavooring  to  penuade  the  people  there 
to  submit  to  th6  usurper.  Another  cC 
them,  while  the  marquis  of  Mataroasa^ 
who  came  over  to  this  couiltry  as  a  de» 
puty  from  the  Asturias,  was  endeavoaring 
to  excite  the  flame  of  patriotism  in  his  na^ 
tive  province,  busied  himaeK  in  endear 
vouring  to  frustrate  that  object.  The 
third  person,  vrho  has  been  constitoted  a 
judge  against  these  unfortunate  individuals, 
was  the  chief  organ  of  the  police  of  Jo* 
seph  Buonaparte,  at  the  time  he  resided 
in  Madrid.  Such  were  the  persons  who 
would  have  had  to  try  the  conde  Torino^ 
had  he  not  fortunately  escaped  persecu^ 
tion.  The  conde  Torino  had  nobly  con* 
ducted  himself  in  Spain  against  tha 
invaders  of  his  country ;  he  had  exposed 
his  life  and  expended  his  fortune  for 
the  restoration  of  Ferdinand,  who  waa 
now  hontii»g  him  down  like  a  wild 
beast.  First  he  fled  into  Asturias;  from 
thence  be  wa^  chased  into  Portugal,  and 
from  Lisbon  he  was  fortunate  enough  to 
take  ship  for  England.  The  consequence 
of  a  dreadfol  state  of  anxiety  for  her  son 
had  produced,  in  the  mean  time,  the  death 
of  his  mother. 

The  charge  against  the  persons  who  had 
been  delivered  up  at  Gibraltar  was,  that 
they  had  been  engaged  in  writing  sediti- 
ous publicatioiu  in  the  Journals ;  but  the 
fact  was,  that  they  had  never  edited, 
written,  or  published  a  line  in  any  of  the 
newspapers  of  Spain.  One  of  them  was 
a  retired  officer,  the  friend  of  a  person 
who  had  conducted  a  journal  at  Cadia,  in 
which  were  inserted  some  severe  and  un« 
just  aspersions  upon  the  English  army 
under  lord  Lynedock  at  Su  Sebastian's, 
llie  other  individual  had  not  been  in  the 
habit  of  mixing  in  politics :  he  was  the 
author  of  a  Hebrew  grammar,  and  of  a 
book  entituledf   **  The  Inquisitton  Un* 
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masked/'-— that  was  his  orime.    [Hear, 
hear !  ]    Upon  these  two  persons  who  had 
fled  to  Gibraltar,  sir  James  Duff  made  a 
report  to  general  Smith,  who  delivered 
them  to  the  agents  of  the  Spanish  go? em- 
inent.    One,  Mr.  Whitbread  understood, 
was  still  in  prison,  but  the  other  had  been 
released.    Their  situation,  while  in  their 
dungeons,  was  deplorable  beyond  belief* 
Ferdinand  might  have  learnt  to  pity  those 
in  confinement  from  the  imprisonment  he 
had  himself  suffered,  which  was  painful, 
though  he  was  never  deprived  of  the  con* 
leniences  of  life  ;  but  these  two  wretched 
persons  had  been  cast  into  cells  not  longer 
than  to  hold  a  bed ;  all  commiaiication 
with  their  friends  was  prevented ;  the  com- 
mon air  was  excluded ;  for  so  refined  was 
the  cruelty  practised,  that  the  doors  of 
iheir  dungeons,  which  had  been  at  first 
allowed  to  remain  open,  were  afterwards 
closed.    Such  was  the  conduct  of  those 
who  were  the  active  ministers  of  Ferdi- 
nand!  The  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
Ihe  Eachequer  was  misinformed  when  he 
told  the  House,  on  a  former  evening,  that 
ihese  persons  were  seditious;  that  they 
ha|d  been  libellers  of  the  British  army, 
and  that  they  were  dangerous  in  the  gar- 
rison of  Gibraltar*     He  had  also  men- 
tioned that  there  had  existed  between  this 
country  and  Spain  a  sort  of  compact,  that 
persons  who  hisd  been  guilty  of  very  atro- 
cious crimes  should  reciprocally  be  given 
up ;   and  on-  inquiring  into  this  subject, 
aome  other  important  factS|  Mr.  Whitbread 
Mid,  had  come  lo  his  knowledge^  which 
bad  convinced  him  that  p^rson^  in  autho* 
rity  at  Gibraltar,  at  various  times,  had 
lent  themselves  too  much  to  forward  the 
plans  of  the  ruling  powers  of  Spain. 

Upon  matters  like  these  it  became  the 
House  of  Commons  to  express  a  decided 
opinion,  that  the  world  might  know  in 
what  detestation  it  held  such  conduct.  It 
was  true,  that,  before  the  treaty  of  Amiens, 
there  was  an  understanding  with  Spain, 
that  all  criminals,  such  as  murderers,  rob- 
bers, and  deserters,  should  be  mutnally  re- 
signed, with  the  condition  that  the  de- 
serters should  not  be  punished.  In  fa- 
vour of  some  individuals,  this  agreement 
bad  not  been  strictly  observed ;  for  a  baker 
at  Cadiz,  who  had  murdered  a  magistrate 
at  his  bench,  and  had  then  taken  refuge 
in  Gibraltar,  was  not  given  up  on  de- 
mand :  in  another  instance,  the  count  de 
Tilly  was  given  up  to  the  ruling  party  a 
few  years  ago,  as  well  as  some  prisoners 
Ift^obad  been  take^  in  South  America, 


and  had  escaped  from  Ceuta  to  Gibralter : 
in  another  case,  between  $00  and. 400 
peasants,  who  had  sought  protection',  were 
put  into  the  power  of  the  existing  autho- 
rities of  Spaid.    All  these  acts  were  con- 
trary to  justice ;  and  it  might  ba  almost 
said,  that  it  was  fortunate  that  the  present 
complaint  had  originated,  since  it  would 
lead  to  inquiry  and  reformation  upon  this 
important  point.    He  could  see  nothing 
to  excuse,  or  even  to  extenuate,  the  con- 
duct of  sir  James  Duff,  making  himself, 
as  he  did,  the  active  instrument  of  the 
Spanish  government.    A  most  signal  in- 
stajice  of  misconduct  was  given  on  the 
sailing  of  a  convoy  for  England ;  and  in 
order  to  prevent  the  escape  of  a  single 
Spaniard  to  this  country,  he  issued  orders, 
and  summoning  the  captain  of  every  ves- 
sel, compelled  them  to  make  oath  that 
they  had  not  a  native  of  the  country  on 
board.    So  effectual  were  his  measures, 
that  only  one  man  did  escape,  of  the  name 
of  Estrada,  who  was  now  in  Great  Bri- 
tain.  This  intelligence  was  obtained  from 
the  best  authority:  it  was  a  fact  which 
shewed  that  sir  James  Duff  had  acted  in 
defiance  of  every  principle' of  justice,  in 
defiance  of  his  own  character,  and  of  the 
character  of  the  country  he  represented. 
[Hear,  hear!]    Upon  the  subject  of  the 
two  persons  whose  case  was  now  before 
the  House,  all  that  was  known  was,  that 
to  a  question  regarding  them,  put  by  a 
noble  viscount. (Morpeth)  on  the  22nd  of 
July   last,  lord  Castlereagh  had   denied 
the  public  authority  upon  which  he  was 
interrogated,  and  disclaimed  any  know- 
ledge of  the  fact :  yet,  on  the  24th  of  the 
same  month,  lord  Bathnrst  had  written  to 
general  Smith,  the  governor  of  Gibraltar, 
requiring  explanation.    He  did  not  mean 
to  contradict  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh), 
but  the  interval  between  his  denial  and 
lord  Bathurst's  letter  was  certainly  very 
short.     And  when  -the  question  was  re- 
peated to  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  session,  he  had  entirely  forgotten 
the  subject.    Circumstances  certainly  bore 
the  construction  that  some  support  or  ap- 
probation had  been  given  to  these  mea* 
sures  by  ministers,  but  he  hoped  that  they 
would  satisfactorily  explain  their  conduct. 
When  the  matter  was  before  the  House 
on  the  former  day,  another  right  hon.  gen- 
tieman  (Mr. Pole)  had  requested  that  in  this 
case,  if  possible,  the  interference  of  par- 
liament might  be  dispensed  with;    but 
although  the  Hoose  miglu  not  ia  this 
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interfere  for  good,  it  vras  necewary  to  take 
taro  that  the  agents  of  government  did 
not  interfere  for  evil.  Mr.  Whttbread 
concluded  with  moving, "  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  will  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  give  directions,  that 
there  be  laid  before  this  House,  copies  of 
all  communications  made  by  the  British 
consul  at  Cadis  to  the  officer  commanding 
the  fortress  of  Gibraltar  on  or  about  the 
month  of  May  last,  touching  certain  Spa- 
nish subjects  supposed  to  have  taken  re- 
fuge in  that  garrison ;  together  with  an 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  officer 
in  command  at  Gibraltar  thereupon ;  and 
extracts  from  any  correspondence  between 
the  said  officer  and  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment respecting  the  same." 

The  ChamtUcT  qfihe  Ex^equer  said,  the 
hon.  gentleman  had,  in  the  course  of  his 
•peecb,  entered  very  largely  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  Spanish  government.  Now, 
as  this  country  had  nothing*  whatever  to 
do  with  the  internal  affairs  of  Spain,  he 
should  make  no  observations  on  the  re- 
marks that  related  to  them.  This,  how- 
ever, he  should  state,  that  it  would  be 
grossly  calumnious  to  rappoae  that  the 
government  of  this  country  ever  abetted 
any  of  those  acts  of  oppression  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  reprobated.  What- 
ever they  did  wai  directly  on  the  other 
side.  They  had  always  endeavoured  to 
aflford  protection  to  the  oppressed;  they 
never  had  lent  themselves  to  afflict  the 
Spanish  population.  With  respect  to  the 
transaction  to  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  called  the  attention  of  the  House,  he 
would  not- enter  at  any  length  into  it,  as 
all  the  circumstances  with  which,  it  waa 
connected  might  be  examined  without 
any  detriment  to  the  public  service ;  for 
ibis  purpose,  government  were  ready  to 
produce  such  copies  and  extracts  of  doco- 
menu  as  would  give  the  Honse  full  infor- 
mation on  the  subject.  He  knew  that  the 
feelings  of  the  House  were  always  deeply 
interested^  wherever  a  complaint  of  op- 
pression was  made:  nothing,  he  knew, 
was  more  natural  for  them  than  to  be 
guided,  on  such  occasions,  by  those  prin- 
ciples ofhomanity  and  benevolence  which 
formed  a  distingoishing  trait  in  the  Bri- 
tish character;  and  ttorefore  it  was  not 
sorprising  that  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  created  a  powerfiil  sen- 
eatiom 

He  should  no«r,  as  briefly  as  possible, 
«dfacl  to  the  cicoimstancas  which  had 


given  rise  lo  the  present  motion.  At  the 
end  of  June  last,  lord  Bathurst,  for  the 
6rst  time,  learned  that  certain  Spanish 
refugees  at  Gibraltar  had  been  given  op. 
In  consequence  of  which,  hit  loidship,  in 
the  month  of  July,  sent  out  a  dispatch, 
cautioning  the  governor  of  that  fortress, 
major  eeneral  Smith,  against  any  repe- 
tition of  such  conduct.  [Here  he  begged 
leave  to  read  an  extract  from  his  lordship's 
letter.]  The  letter  was  dated  the  S4th  of 
July,  and  the  part  of  it  which  referred  to 
this  transaction,  set  forth  in  substance*- 
<<  That  it  had  been  suted  to  his  lordship, 
that  general  Smith  had  given  up  certain 
Spanish  subjects  to  the  governor  of  Cadix« 
without  havine  consulted  the  British  am^ 
bassador  at  Madrid  on  the  propriety  -of 
the  measure ;  the  persons  thus  given  up 
not  having  been  guilty  of  murder,  or  of 
any  other  enormous  offence.  His  lord* 
ship  was  unwilling,  as  the  statement  might 
have  been  exaggerated,  to  offer  any  com* 
ment  upon  it ;  but  wished  general  Smith 
to  forward  to  him  any  correspondence 
which  might  have  taken  place  between 
htm  (the  general)  and  the  governor  of 
Cadiz,  or  any  other  person,  on  the  sub* 
ject.  And  that  he  might  not  be  hereafter 
misled  by  the  urgency  of  similar  repre- 
sentations, his  lordship  had  the  Prince 
Regent's  commands  to  inform  him,  that 
he  should  not  give  up  any  person  in 
future,  without  first  having  a  communi- 
cation with  the  British  ambasaador  at 
Madrid."  The  dispatch  Was  answered 
by  general  Smith,  on  the  3 1st  of  August, 
1614,  who  wrote, «'  that  he  had  the  honour 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  lord- 
ship's dispatch  of  the  24th  of  July ;  in 
answer%o  which  he  begged  leave  to  state, 
that,  on  the  1 8th  of  May  last,  he  received 
the  two  enclosed  letters;  the  one  from  the 
governor  of  Cadis,  the  other  from  sir 
James  DuffI"  Here,  said  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  it  would  perhaps  be  the  best 
mode  to  read  the  letters  alluded  to.  That 
from  the  governor  of  Cadiz,  was  written 
in  the  Spanish  style  of  hyperbole,  and  it 
wonld  therefore  oe  merelV  necessary  to 

So  through  a  part  of  it.  This  letter  l>ore 
ale  the  Idth  of  May,  and  stated  in  sub* 
stance,  "  that  the  governor  of  Cadiz,  pos- 
sessing information  that  there  were  in 
that  city  certain  turbulent  persons,  who, 
being  moved  by  evil  passions,  endea- 
vouredt  by  their  writings  and  conversa- 
tion, to  inflame  the  public  mind,  had 
given  orders  for  their  arrest,  but  that  they 
ad  succeeded  in  making  their  escape. 
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Amongst  thefe  was  one  Garrea,  one  Ca* 
brerai  one  Paigblanc,  and  other  similar 
characters.  The  goTernor,  knowing  their 
Crimea  and  .the  panisliments  they  de- 
aerved,  hoped  his  excellency  general 
Smith  wonld  see  ^  the  necessity,  shoefd 
they  take  refage  hi  the  fortress  which  he 
commanded,  of  delivering  them  up  to  the 
disposal  of  the  governor-general,  or  else 
of  sending  them  directly  to  Cadiz ;  by 
which  means  he  would  render  an  essential 
tertice  bo^  to  his  country  and  to  the 
Spanish  goyemment/'  In  consequence 
of  this  letter,  the  persons  in  question  were 
given  up;  for  it  would  be  seen  by  the 
letter  of  sir  James  Dnff,  that  he  had  ad<*> 
vised  the  governor  not  to  let  them  into 
Gibraltar,  but  did  not  call  upon  him  to 
give  them  up  to  the  Spanish  government. 
The  letter  of  sir  James  was  dated  on  the 
tame  day  with  that  of  the  governor  of 
Cadiz,  and  was  to  the  following  effect  :— 
"  I  have  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  that 
libe  following  persons  have  either  left  or 
are  about  to  leave  Cadiz.  It  is  probable 
they  will  proceed  to  Gibraltar;  should 
that  be  the  case,  you  will  do,  with  respect 
to  them,  what  you  judge  best.  The  per- 
sons are>  Cabrera,  the  author  of  several 
seditious  publications;  Don  Antonio  Puig- 
blanc,  author  of  **  The  Inquisition  Un- 
masked''—[Hear,  hear !]  Lopez,  the 
editor  of  the  Duende,  a  paper  which  con- 
tained repeated  calumnies  against  the 
British  troops,  and  many  other  scurrilous 
libels ;  and  Carrea,  the  author  of  various 
similar  publications.  It  is  probable  that 
these  persons  may  be  followed  by  others 
of  the  same  description." 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  baring  gone 
through  the  inclosures,  now  proceeded 
with  the  remainder  of  general  Smitii's  let- 
ter. It  went  on  in  substance  thus :  '« A 
short  time  aAer  the  receipt  of  these  tet- 
ters, I  heard  that  two  persons  had,  by  fic- 
titious names,  made  their  way  imo  the 
garrison  without  my  permrasion.  In  coa- 
aequence,  I  gave  orders  for  their  iuMte* 
diate  arrest.  They  were  taken  up  in  the 
course  of  a  few  hours,  and  they  proved  to 
be  two  of  the  persons  described  in  the  ad- 
vices I  had  received.  I  then  directed  a 
letter  to  be  sent  to  sir  James  Dufi^  ap- 
prizing him  of  the  circumstance ;  and  soon 
afterwards  the  Spanish  governor  wrote 
to  me,  demanding  the  persons  arrested. 
They  were,  in  consequence,  given  up*  I 
now  beg  leave  to  explain  my  motives  (or 
io  doih|.  In  February  last,  I  received  a 
letter  with  a  imiilar  raqaeit  aa  that  con- 
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tained  in  the  communication  from  the  go- 
vernor of  Cadiz,  in  obedience  to  which 
certain  persons  were  taken  up.  Having 
tx^en  but  a  few  weeks  in  the  command, 
and  not  knowing  any  reason  for  acting 
differently,  1  adhered  to  a  practice  which, 
as  I  understood,  had  been  uniformly  and 
reciprocally  porsaed  by  the  two  govern- 
ments. These  considerations  will,  I  trust, 
satisfactorily  account  for  my  conduct  to* 
wards  the  governor  of  Cadiz.  The  in- 
junctions contained  in  your  lordship's  let- 
ter shall  be  strictly  complied  with.''-* 
With  respect,  continued  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  to  the  other  transaction  men- 
tioned in  general  Smith's  letter,  govern- 
ment, on  hearing  it,  immediately  ordered 
an  application  to  be  made  to  the  Spanish 
court,  and  the  parties  were  in  conse* 
quence  liberated. 

Mr.  Whiiftread.    When  was  this  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exckeqwr  answer- 
ed, in  the  month  of  August  last,  soon  after 
lord  Bsthurst  had  sent  out  the  instructioas 
to  general  Smith.  As  far,  therefore,  as 
the  government  at  home  were  concerned, 
he  hoped  the  House  would  see,  by  lord 
Batharst's  letter,  that  they  bad  acted  with 
propriety;  and,  as  far  as  the  circutn- 
atances  permitted  theas  to  interfere,  bad 
prevented  the  Spanish  court  from  acting 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations.  With  re- 
spect to  the  conduct  of  general  Smith,  he 
did  not  mean  to  justify  it ;  but  the  error 
was  one  which  very  naturally  arose  from 
the  state  of  the  general  practice  that  pre- 
vailed, and  from  the  caution  with  which 
the  afiairs  of  the  garrison  were  adminis- 
tered. Even  in  time  of  peace,  if  a  fo- 
reigner arrived  at  Gibnilur,  he  was 
obtigad  to  go  to  a  partscolar  office  to  pro- 
cure a  permit,  enabling  him  to  remain 
there ;  and  persons  taken  up  without  such 
permission,  became  subject  to  military 
examination ;  and  if  nothing  appeared 
against  them,  were  ordered  to  depart  in 
peace.  H«  admitted,  that  general  Smith 
should  have  permitted  those  Spaniards  to 
depart  in  peace;  and, in  notdoingso,  he  had 
acted  erroneously.  He  thought  the  House 
would  hardly  be  of  opinion,  that,  in  the 
garrison  of  Gibraltar,  they  ought  to  re- 
ceive persons  who  were  suspected  by  their 
own  governmnat.  Surely,  if  the  isle  of 
Wight  were  in  possession  of  another 
power,  the  governor  would  not  be  permit- 
ted to  make  it  a  depot  for  all  pesaona  who 
were  obnoxious  to  this  government.  The 
recurrence  of  any  oircooatance  like  that 
conplaiaad  of  by  the  hon*  nembei  could 
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not  take  place  in  future.  With  respect  to 
ell  the  other  points  of  the  case,  the  House 
would  have  a  distinct  and  deliberate  op* 
portonity  of  examining  them  when  the 
papers  were  printed;  and  therefore  he 
thought  he  should  be  acting  wrong,  if  he 
went  into  any  farther  statement  He  had 
done  enough  to  shew,  that  no  act  of  op- 
pression took  place  with  the  concurrence 
of  this  government ;  and  that  they  lost  no 
time,  when  the  occurrence  came  to  their 
knowledge,  to  apply  a  remedy  which 
would  prevent  such  a  transaction  in  future. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by 
ezpressmg  his  acquiescence  in  the  motion, 
provided  the  word  *  copies'  was  altered 
to  *  extracts,' 

Sir  John  Newport  inveighed  strongly 
against  the  conduct  of  sir  James  DoiT. 
No  man,  he  said,  deserved  the  name, 
much  less  the  character  of  Briton,  who 
could  lend  himself  Co  such  abominable 
proceedings.  General  Smith  might  have 
been  betrayed  into  error  ;  but  sir  James 
Duff  could  plead  no  such  excuse.  What 
defence  did  he  offer?  That,  when  the 
murderer  was  pursuing  hia  victims,  he  had 
only  ordered  the  door  to  be  shut  against 
them !  No  proposition  was  ever  so  mon- 
strous as  that  advocated  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  that,  when  individuals  were 
pretecnted  by  their  government,  no  refoge 
was  to  be  sifibrded  them.  Such  a  prin- 
ciple might  suit  the  policy  of  Ferdinand, 
but  was  utterly  unworthy  of  a  free  go- 
vernment. 

Mr.  WtUtil^  Pok  observed,  that  there 
was  scarcely  a  syllable  uttered  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  in  making  the  present  motion, 
in  which  he  did  not  agree.  The  hon«  gen- 
tleman could  not  feel  asore  deeply  for  the 
aufierings  of  the  persons  who  had  been 
given  up,  than  his  A^jesty's  ministers 
did ;  who,  the  moment  they  heard  of  the 
cireomstance,  took  every  method  to  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  such  an  event. 
He  would  not  have  said  a  word  on  the 
present  occasion,  if  it  were  not  for  what 
fell  from  him  on  a  former  night,  in  an* 
swer  to  what  was  observed  by  the  hon. 
member,  who. seemed  to  think  that  his 
Majest3^a  ministers  were  privy,  or  rather 
friendly,  to  what  had  been  done  by  king 
Ferdinand  since  his  return  from  captivity. 
He  wished  on  that  occasion  to  give  this 
insinuation  the  most  decided  negative  the 
English  language  could  afford.  He  had 
himself  passed  ten  days  at  Madrid,  since 
the  return  of  Ferdinand ;  and  was  pretty 
mA\  acquainted  with  the  sute  of  affiurs  in 


that  country.  But  he  owned  his  astonish^ 
ment  was  such,  when  he  heard  the  sug« 
gestton,  that  be  began  to  fear  there  was 
some  lurking  reason  on  which  it  was 
founded.'  He  had,  however,  that  day 
examined  very  minutely  the  whole  of 
the  correspondence  of  the  British  miniie 
ters  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  from  the  time 
of  his  first  meeting  Ferdinand  at  Valentin 
op  to  the  period  when  that  monarch  re^ 
vived  the  Inquisition;  and  he  could  assure 
the  House,  that  not  one  opportunity  had 
been  avoided  of  setting  his  face  against 
every  act  that  was  directed  against  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  There  was  no* 
thing  in  the  shape  of  representation  or 
entreaty  which  the  ambassador  had  not 
employed  on  such  topics,  noc  would  he 
ever  act  otherwise.  Was  it  to  be  sup* 
posed  that  the  person  who  had  been  on 
the  spot  throughout  the  whole  contest, 
who  had  traversed  the  country,  and  seen 
the  exertions  of  the  people  to  expel  their 
invaders;  who  had  stimulated,  encoup 
raged,  and  gloried  in  those  exertions,  and 
who  had  the  same  blood  in  his  veins  as 
the  conqueror  who  had  led  that  people  to 
victory ;  was  it  to  be  supposea  that  he, 
who  had  been  so  active  in  potting  down 
the  tyranny  of  Buonaparte,  would  lend  his 
connivance  to  establish  an  almost  equally 
iniquitous  and  horrible  despotism  ?  So  far 
from  this»  be  would  assert,  that  even  if  it 
were  possible  that  he  could  have  been  de- 
sired to  abet  any  such  repugnant  mei^ 
snres,  he  would  have  resigned  his  situation 
sooner  than  have  complied  with  such  in<- 
structions, 

Mr.  WhtOnad  said,  he  had  heard  with 
great  pleasure  the  consoling  assurances 
given  by  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House.  He  was  not  snrpriMd  at 
the  energy  displayed  by  the  last  speaker ; 
but  no  impuution  had  been  thrown  upon 
the  conduct  of  his  illustrious  relation^  who, 
it  appeared,  had  done  all  in  his  power  to 
stop  the  progress  of  the  system  of  tyranny 
that  was  now  re-establisbmg  in  Spain.  It 
was  necessary  for  him,  however,  to  remark 
upon  what  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  which 
was  an  abomination  to  the  House  of  Coo^ 
mons.  He  bad  contended,  that  persons 
were  still  to  be  given  up  at  Gibralur-«- 
that  they  were  not  entitled  to  the  prot^q- 
tion  of  Great  Britain ;  if  so,  why  was  not 
the  conde  Torino  delivered  over  to  his 
implacable  enemies  ?  He  had  no  more 
claim  upon  British  protection  here,  than 
the   Oilier  individuals  bad  upon  Britiah 
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protection  at  Gibraltar.  AH  persons  were 
not  giyen  up :  the  brother  of  the  dey  of 
Algiers,  who  was  charged  with  treasoUj 
murder,  and  other  crimes,  was  protected ; 
and  other  exceptions  might  be  prodaced. 
The  anfortonate  individoats,  one  of  whom 
had  committed  no  offence,  and  the  other 
written  a  book  against  the  horrible  Inqui- 
sition, were  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
these  merciless  tormentors ;  they  were  to 
be  consigned  to  dungeons^  like  the  unfor- 
tunate Valdez  and  the  patriot  Argoelles. 
The  disposition  of  the  present  govern- 
ment of  Spain  was  almost  diabolical: 
their  tyranny  was  the  tyranny  of  Buona- 
parte sublimed— -sublimed  by  folly.  A 
tribunal  was  established  at  Barcelona,  to 
|udge  all  persons  who  jeven  spoke  upon 
the  affairs  of  Spain ;  the  sentence  was  to  be 
executed  in  twenty-four  hours  after  it  was 
pronounced,  while  the  poor  sufferer  was 
imposed  upon  by  the  mockery  of  an  ap- 
peal to  the  king  at  Madrid,  a  distance 
that  could  not  be  traversed  in  the  time 
•llowed  between  the  pronouncing  and 
execution  of  the  sentence.  Was  not  this 
enough  to  raise  an  insurrection  through- 
out the  whole  country  ?  Could  such  a  go- 
'vernment  stand  ?  Impossible!  Insurgents 
would  arm  themselves  in  every  province ; 
and  God  assist  and  protect  their  sacred 
cause !  Grod  grant  that  they  may  destroy 
this  hateful  tyranny,  and  punish  such 
base  ingratitude  I  The  tyranny  of  Buona- 
parti^  was  justice  and  mildness  compared 
with  that  of  Ferdinand.  Had  this  gallant 
nation  for  six  years  fought  and  bled  to  be 
thus  rewarded  ?  He  concluded  by  calling 
upon  ministers  to  make  further  inquiries 
into  the  conduct  of  sir  James  Duff,  with 
regard  to  the  transaction  that  was  the  ob- 
ject of  his  motion. 

The  (^anceUar  qf  the  Exchequer  found 
that  the  hon.  gentleman  understood  what 
he  had  stated  in  so  extraordinary  a  manner 
that  it  was  necessary  he  should  give  some 
further  explanation.  The  House  must  feel 
the  importance  of  such  a  place  as  Gibral- 
tar. The  possession  of  that  fortresst  on 
the  territory  of  another  power,  could  not 
fail,  even  in  time  of  peace,  to  be  an  eye- 
sore to  that  power.  It  required  the  greatest 
management  on  the  part  of  its  government 
to  avoid  giving  any  cause  of  offence,  where 
offence  was  so  likely  to  be  taken.  He  did 
not  mean  to  say  that  persons  not  criminal 
should  be  given  up,  but  he  thought  it 
most  necessary  that  the  government  of 
Gibraltar  should  maintain  the  strictest 
polic^>  and  should  abstain  as  much   as 
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possible  from  uselessly  offending  that  of 
Spain.  As  to  sir  James  Duff^s  supposed 
conduct,  he  said  nothing,  because  he 
knew  nothing,  and  ha  hoped  the  bon. 
gentleman  bad  not  ventured  on  slight 
information  to  make  his  charges  on  tbtr 
conduct  of  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Whiibread  only  wished  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  should  inform  himself  oa 
the  subject. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  carried. 

False  Weights  and  Measures.^  Mr. 
Whiibread  said,  that  from  some  omission 
in  the  present  acts  of  parliament  which 
enabled  magistrates  to  search  for  defective 
weights  and  balances,  they  were  left 
without  power  to  inflict  penalties  on 
persons  possessing  defective  measures. 
His  object  in  rising  was  to  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  supplying  this  defect. 
In  the  last  session,  an  hon*  member  moved 
for  a  committee^to  consider,  in  a  more 
extended  manner,  the  subject  of  weighta 
and  measures ;  and  the  report  went  into 
all  the  branches  of  the  subject,  and  pointed 
out  a  mode  of  reducing  weights  and  mea- 
sures to  a  state  of  simplicity.  The  Bill 
which  he  intended  to  introduce,  would 
not  at  all  interfere  with  any  more  exten* 
sive  measure  which  might  be  taken  in 
consequence  of  that  reporf,  since  it  would 
be  applicable  under  all  circnrostaoces. 
Mr.  W hitbread  then  moved,  <<  That  the 
AcU  35  Geo.  3,  c.  102,  and  37  Geo.  3,  c. 
143,  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of 
the  use  of  defective  weights,  and  of  felse 
and  unequal  balances,  might  be  read  ;" 
and  the  same  being  read,  he  next  moved» 
'*  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
extend  the  provisions  of  the  ssiid  Acts  to 
false  measures." 

Colonel  Woaditd  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
motion ;  he  wished  only  to  say,  that  the 
part  of  the  country  which  he  represented 
felt  highly  interested  in  having  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  weighta  and 
measures  carried  into  execution,  aa  they 
experienced  many  inconventencies  from 
the  difference  existing  in  various  places  in 
the  regulations  respecting  those  obfects. 
He  hoped  the  session  would  not  pass  with- 
out some  measure  being  proposed  oo  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Dame  Giddy  assured  the  House* 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  members 
of  the  committee  to  pursue  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  report  Considerable 
progress  had  already  been  made,  and  io 
the  course  of  the  present  session  he  bad 
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«o  doubt  but  a  satisfactory  mesiore  would 
be  pr(»poted  on  the  sabject. 

LeaTe  was  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill. 

Hbllbston  Election  Bfll.]  Mr. 
Sumi  rose,  for  the  purpose  of  moving  for 
leave  to  brin|i^  in  a  Bill  **  for  preventing 
corrcipt  and  illegal  practices,  and  securing 
4he  freedom  and  piiriiy  of  election,  in  the 
borooMh  uf  HelieMon."  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman observed,  that  the  necessity  for  the 
measure  was  founded  on  the  report  of  a 
committee  of  that  House  made  in  a  former 
aession,  and  the  Bill  which  he  intended  to 
introduce  was  similar  to  one  which  had 
already  been  before  them. 

Mr.  D.  GMy  hoped  the  hon.  gentleman 
%vonld  not  press  the  (lecond  readmg  of  the 
Bill,  the  provisions  of  which  were  not  the 
aam«-  with  that  formerly  submitted  to  them, 
until  after  Christmas. 

Mr.  GrtnftU  understood  the  bon.  mover 
lo  say,  that  they  were  precisely  simitar. 

Mr.  Swan  said,  the  former  bill  bad 
been  tiirown  out  .in  the  Lords,  in  coose* 
quence  of  an  objection  made  to  the 
preamble.  The  present  Bill,  except  that 
tbis  error  was  removed,  was  exactly  the 
same  as  that  of  last  session ;  therefore  be 
coold  see  no  reason  for  delay* 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 


Irish  Glass  Dutibs  Bill.]  On  the 
•motion  for  the  Speaker  leaving  the  chair, 
in  order  that  the  House  might  go  into  a 
committee  on  the  Irish  Glass  Bill, 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gratu  made  some  remarks  on 
the  novelty  of  subjecting  to  excise  in  Ire- 
land an  article  not  of  Irish  manufacture, 
mnd  on  tbe  hard  situation  in  which  those 
merchants  would  be  placed  by  the  present 
Bill,  who  bad  imported  glass  under  tbe 
encouragement  of  the  former  Acts,  after 
having  incurred,  by  freight,  breakage, 
Jtc.  75  per  cent,  lou  on  their  goods.  He 
mlso  objected  to  tbe  clause  which  forbade 
glass  to  be  re-exported  from  Ireland, 
except  in  the  original  packages,  with  tbe 
excise  seals  unbroken,  'since  the  goods 
eoold  not  have  remained  in  tbe  original 
packages  except  in  a  contemplation  of  a 
change  of  system. 

Mr.  Pit^tra!d  thought  it  was  not  neces- 
•ary  strictly  to  attend  to  tbe  interest  of 
tbe  g4ass  importers,  who  had  created  a 
monopoly  in  tbe  Irish  market,  and  who 
had  bought  up  for  that  purpose  the  only 
glass  manufactory  in  Ireland.  Far  from 
auflfering  a  loss,  tbe  exporters  of  glass  to 
Ireland  had  a  drawback  exceeding  by  15f. 
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9d.  tbe  sum  paid  by  them  as  duty ;  and 
who  charged  the  people  of  Ireland  7/.  for 
the  articles  which  cost  them  2L  The  pro- 
prietors of  glass  in  Ireland,  though  of 
course  unwilling  to  give  up  their  great 
profits,  were  not  otherwise  dissatisfied 
with  the  Bill. 

After  some  further  conversation,  the 
House  resolved  into  the  committee,  and 
the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  ap 
to-morrow. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Wednesday,  November  23. 

Lord  Walsingham.]  The  Earl  ofLivcr^ 
pool  brought  down  a  Message  from  hit 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  his  Maj|^sty,  stating 
that  his  Royal  Highness,  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  industry,  the  integrity,  tbe 
impartiality,  and  the  indefatigable  zeal 
with  which  lord  Walsingham  bad,  for 
upwards  of  twenty  years,  discharged  the 
duties  of  chairman  of  the  committees  of 
the  House  of  Lords,  as  well  as  of  the  pri- 
vate committees,  and  lamenting  that  bodily 
infirmity  prevented  bis  lordship  from 
continuing  in  that  situation,  recommended 
the  House  of  Lords  to  concar  with  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  in  enabling  bis 
Royal  Highness  to  grant  lord  Walsingham 
an  annuity  of  2,000/.  On  the  motion  of 
the  noble  earl,  bis  Roval  Highnesses  Mea* 
sage  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  consi- 
deration to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  November  23. 

Petition  of  Mr.  Lovbll,  the  Pro- 
PKiEToa  OF  "  The  Statesman.**]  Mr.lF%d- 
bread  said,  he  bad  a  Petition  to  present  to 
the  House  from  Mr.  Daniel  Lovell,  the 
proprietor  of  the  Statesman  newspaper^ 
who  had  been  confined  for  three  years 
and  a  half  in  Newgate.  Tbe  period  for 
which  be  was  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned 
had  expired  some  months  ago;  but  be  was 
still  in  confinement,  and  was  likely  to 
continue  so  for  life,  unless  the  mercy  of 
the  crown  were  extended  to  him,  as  be 
bad  no  means  of  paying  the  fine  of  ^00/. 
which  had  been  imposed  upon  him,  nor 
of  procuring  the  securities  required  for 
bis  future  good  behaviour.  The  Petition 
was  then  brought  up,  and  read,  as  follows : 

"  To  the  Honourable  and  Right  Honourable 
the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom 
in  Parliament  assembled  s— Tbe  Petitioo 
(2G) 
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of  Daniel  Lovell,  m  prisoner  in  New 

gate, 
**  Hombly  sheweth, 

^  That  yonr  petitioner,  who  i«  the  pro- 
prietor and  pablisher  of  the  Statesman 
newspaper,  has  sofi^red  an  imprisonment 
in  bis  Majesty's  gaol  of  Newgate  of  foor 
years,  in  conieqnence  of  conyictions  and 
sentences  opon  three  prosecutions,  nnder 
tx-cfficio  informalions,  filed  by  his  Majes- 
ty's Attorney-General,  for  oBences  arising 
oat  of  the  following  caases,  which  your 
petitioner  begs  to  slate  to  your  honomrable 
House: 

'*That  the  first  prosecution  was  for 
copying  literally  from  a  morning  paper, 
called  The  Day,  and  publishing  in  the 
Statesman  of  the  9th  of  April,  1810,  an 
account  of  the  tumults  in  Piccadilly,  at 
the  time  when  sir  Francis  Bordett  was,  by 
tbe  warrant  of  the  Speaker  of  your  ho- 
tioorable  House,  ordered  to  be  committed 
to  the  Tower: 

"  That  your  petitioner  entered  a  plea 
of  Not  Guilty,  under  an  impression  that 
he  had  not  offended  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
try, by  the  insertion  of  an  article  of  intel- 
ligence relating  to  the  conduct  of  the 
military  opon  that  occasion,  and  which 
was  reported  to  be  true :  yoor  petitioner 
had  received  several  letters  corroborating 
such  ^report,  and  would  have  produced 
evidence  to  that  effect,  had  he  not  been 
informed  by  Mr.  Harry  Phillips,  one  of 
the  proprietors  and  chief  manager  of  The 
Da^  newspaper,  the  original  source  of  the 
article  in  question,  that  he  had  reason  to 
believe,  from  his  own  private  informa- 
tion, that  the  prosecution  would  not  'be 
pushed  to  an  extremity ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  he  *had  advised  the  solicitor  to 
suffer  judgment  by  default  against  the 
printer  and  publisher  of  The  Day : 

"  That  your  petitioner,  therefore,  rely- 
ing on  this  information,  was  induced  to 
withdraw  his  plea,  and  suffer  judgment  to 
go  by  default: 

**  That  your  petitioner  was  called  up 
for  judgment,  together  with  the  printer 
and  publisher  of  The  Day»  and  they  were 
all  sentenced  to  twelve  months  imprison- 
ment in  Newgate : 

"  That  the  editor  of  The  Day  was  also 
prosecuted  for  the  same  ofience;  but, 
when  called  up  for  judgment,  he  declared, 
that  the  political  principles  of  the  paper 
were  changed|  and  had  tiecome  ministe- 
rial, and  that  he  (Mr.  Boche)  had  never 
approved  of  the  opposite  line  of  politics 
a^ponsed  by  the  paper,  and  dierefore  be 
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hoped  tbe  court  would  be  lenient  in  paas- 
ing  judgment  upon  him.  The  sentence 
on  Mr.  Roche  was,  that  he  should  be  con- 
fined nine  months  in  the  King's- bench 
prison : 

"  That  the  second  prosecution  was  for 
publishing  in  Tbe  Statesman,  of  the  17th 
May,  1810,  an  advertisement,  which  bad 
previously  appeared  in  two  Mancbeater 
papers,  charging  the  commfssionera  of 
taxes,  for  the  township  of  Salford,  with 
employing  unnecessary  rigour  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  doty  towards  one  individual : 

"That  yoor  petitioner  entered  a  plea 
of  Not  Guilty  of  any  intentional  offence, 
and  intended  to  take  his  trial  for  the 
alleged  libel,  when  your  petitioner  waa 
informed,  that  the  prosecution  com- 
menced against  the  proprietors  of  the  two 
Manchester  papers  bad  been  discontinued, 
or  never  was  intended  to  be  further  carried 
on  against  them,  they  having  made  an 
apology  to  the  commissioners,  which  had 
been  deemed  satisfactory ;  and  that  your 
petitioner  was  advised  by  Mr.  Wm.  Cow- 
droy,  one  of  tbe  persons  prosecuted,  to 
follow  his  example,  under  a  persuasion 
» that  it  would  be  accepted  by  the  commis- 
sioners ^ 

"  That  yoor  petitioner,  conceiving  that 
a  manifestation  on  his  part  of  publicly 
evincing  in  earnest  desire  to  do  justice 
to  all  parties,  would  have  weight  with  the 
commiisioners  in  petitioner's  favour,  ac- 
cordingly withdrew  the  plea,  and  suffered 
judgment  to  go  by  default,  castiog  him* 
self  upon  the  lenity  of  the  commissioners, 
to  whom  he  dispatched  a  messenger,  for 
the  express  purpose  of  delivering  a  letter, 
addressed  to  Mr.  Otho  Hulme,  one  of  the 
said  commissioners,  containing  an  apology, 
and  offering  to  make  a  public  atonement, 
if  required ;  and  that  yoor  petitioner  was 
informed  by  his  agent,  that'  the  said  Mr. 
Otho  Hulnie  had  expressed  himself  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  such  apology,  and 
should  endeavour  to  prevail  upon  his  col- 
leagues to  accept  tbe  same,  and  stop  tbe 
prosecution : 

**  That  yoUr  petitioner  did,  in  a  few 
days  afterwards,  receive  another  letter 
from  his  agent  in  Manchester,  stating 
that  he  had  waited  upon  Mr.  Otho  Hulme 
again  by  appointment,  and  had  received 
for  answer,  that  he,  Mr.  Hulme,  had  not 
been  «bte  to  pvevail  upon  bis  colleagues  to 
accept  tbe  apology  proposed;  hot,  on 
'the  contrary,  that  they  were  resolved  to 
let  the  law'take  iu  course : 

**  That  yoor  petitiuner  did  accordingly 


4SS] 


Oe 


tf"  3%e  SMamm. 


u 


Nov.^S,  1814. 


[454 


receif  •  Botice  to  appear  for  jodgment» 
when  Uie  eoorl  taiitenced  him  lo  twelva 
months*  inprisoDment  in  Newgate : 

'*  Thai  the  proprietors  of  the  two  Man- 
chester papers  were  oot  called  up  for 
judgment^  oor  has  any  sentence  been 
since  passed  opoo  them  for  the  same  of- 
feoce,  althoogh  they  were  the  first  to  pub- 
lish Uie  said  adt ertisemenfc : 

**  That  the  third  prosecution  was  for 
the  publication  of  a  letter  ip  The  Sutes- 
man,  of  the  19ih  of  March,  1812,  charg- 
ing the  commissioners  of  the  Transport 
BcMsrd  with  misconduct  towards  the  French 
prisoners  of  war  in  England : 

''Thai  the  said  letter  ifas  published 
without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of 
your  petitioner,  as  prored  by  the  affida- 
▼its  of  the  editor  and  printer,  who  then 
had  the  management  of  the  paper,  and 
which  was  corroborated  by  petitioner's 
own  affidavit: 

**  That  your  petidoner  made  several 
apologies,  both  of  a  public  and  prirate  na- 
ture, to  the  honourable  commiuioners  of 
the  Transport  Board,  under  a  firm  per^ 
suasion  that  such  apologies,  as  they  were 
calculated  to  satisfy  the  public  mind,  of 
the  incorrectness  of  any  unfaTourable 
misrepresentation  which  petitioner  had 
unintentionally  been  made  the  instrument 
of  propagatiogt  would,  at  least,  have  been 
received  in  mitigation  of  punishment, 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which 
your  petitioner  was  placed  by  his  confine- 
ment in  Newgate,  which  bad  subjected 
him  lo  the  responsibility  of  the  insertion 
of  the  offensive  article,  over  which,  at  the 
time,  he  had  no  control : 

^  That  your  petitioner  suffered  judg* 
ment  by  default,  and  was  cjiUed  up  to  re- 
ceive the  sentence  of  the  court,  which 
was,  that  your  petitioner  should  be  con* 
fined  18  months  in  his  Majesty's  gaol  of 
Newgate,  and  pay  a  fine  to  the  King  of 
500/.,  and  to  find  two  sureties  in  the 
amount  of  500(.  each,  and  himself  in 
1,000/.  lo  be  of  good  behaviour  for  three 
years : 

*'  Thai  the  term  of  your  petitionci's 
adjudged  imprisonment  expired  on  the 
S6th  of  May  last,  since  which  period 
your  petitioner  has  been  confined  on  ac- 
eooot  of  his  inability  to  pay  the  fine,  and 
give  the  sureties  required : 

"  That  your  petitioner  is  greatly  em- 
barrassed  m  his  circumstances,  owing  to 
the  heavy  losses  occasioned  by  the  long 
period  of  confinement,  which  has  prevent- 
ed him  from  superintending,  in  person. 


his  own  concerns,  and  subjected  him  to  a 
numerous  train  of  equally  distressing  pri* 
valions  and  afflictions : 

«'  That  your  petitioner  has  laboured 
for  some  time  past  under  severe  attacks  of 
an  asthmatic  and  pulmonary  complaint, 
which  have^been  greatly  increased  by  his 
long  imprisonment,  and  the  health  of 
your  petitioner  in  other  respects  is  much 
impaired ;  all  of  which  allegations  peti- 
tioner is  prepared  to  prove,  by  evidence, 
if  required,  at  the  bar  of  your  honourable 
House : 

'*  That  your  petitioner  having  thus  pre- 
sumed to  submit  his  case  to  the  attention 
of  your  honourable  House,  confidently 
relies  on  its  justice  and  humanity  to  aflbrd 
him  that  relief  which  to  its  wisdom  shall 
seem  fit ;  and  your  petitioner,  as  in  duty 
bound,  will  ever  pray." 

Mr.  Wkklfread,  in  moving  that  this  Peti- 
tion should  lie  on  the  table,  which  was  the 
only  motion  he  at  this  time  intended  to 
make,  could  not  help  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  extreme  hardship  of 
the  petitioner's  case.  He  thought  there 
was  no  man  (however  anxious  he  might 
feel  that  the  oflfence  of  libel  should  be  se- 
verely punished),  who  would  not  think 
imprisonment  for  the  long  period  of  three 
years  and  a  half,  and  that  extended,  by 
inability  to  pay  the  fine,  to  nearly  four 
years,  was  a  sufficient  expiation  for  al- 
most any  libel,  however  atrocious.  In 
two  instances,  the  articles  which  the  pelt* 
lloner  had  published  were  copied  from 
other  newspapers  ;  and,  in  one  instance,  a 
strange  partiality  appeared  on  the  face  of 
the  proceedings.  An  article  copied  from 
a  Manchester  paper  had  brought  severe 
punishment  on  Mr.  Lovell,  while  the  ori- 
ginal author  and  editor  of  it  had  not  been 
called  op  for  judgment,  on  their  doing 
what  Mr.  Lovell  bad  done,  offering  an 
apology,  and  suffering  judgment  to  go  by 
default.  In  the  third  instance  in  which 
he  had  been  prosecuted,  he  stated  himself 
never  to  have  seen  the  libel  for  which  he 
was  tried  till  afiterit  was  published,  having 
been  inserted  without  his  knowledge, 
while  he,  from  being  in  confinenieni,  was 
unable  to  superintend  his  publication* 
But  notwithstanding  this,  after  suffering  a 
two  years  imprisonment,  Mr.  Lovell  had 
been  called  up  for  judgement,  and  sen- 
tenced to  be  further  ioi prisoned  one  year 
and  a  half,  to  pay  a  fine  of  5oO/.  to  the 
King,  and  to  find  securities  for  keeping 
the  peace  for  three  years,  himself  to  be 
bound  in  1,0001  and  two  other  persons  in 
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dOO/.  each.  He  was  aware  that  that 
Houie  was  not  the  place  to  which  a  per* 
•on  in  Mr*  Lovell's  situatton  should  ap- 
ply, in  the  first  instance^  for  remission  of 
ponishnient,  as  it  was  not  in  their  power 
to  grant  it ;  hut  be  had  to  inform  them« 
that  this  unfortunate  person  had  made  an 
application  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  a 
time  when  bis  health  was  so  impaired 
that  his  life  was  in  danger ;  but  though 
this  was  certified  by  a  physician  in  the 
regular  way,  lord  Sidmouth,  under  all  the 
circumstance,  of  the  case,  had  declined  to 
interfere.  He  had  then  submitted  a  peti- 
tion to  the  lords  of  the  Treasury ;  but  this, 
afler  a  lapse  of  many  weeks,  remained  un* 
answered.  Having  stated  these  circum* 
stances,  it  was  for  the  advisers  of  the 
crown  to  consider  if  the  case  of  Mr.  Lo- 
veil  was  not  one  in  which  they  would  do 
well  to  recommend  an  extension  of  the 
royal  clemency— to  remit  the  fine,  and 
dispense  with  the  required  securities.  He 
knew  this  person  was  still  the  proprietor 
of  a  newspaper,  and  therefore  it  might  be 
urged  that  it  was  in  his  power  to  pay  the 
500/,  But  he  bad  made  inquiries  on  this 
bead,  and  Mr.  Loveil  had  declared,  that  if 
he  possessed  the  money,  or  could  by  any 
means  procure  such  a  sum,  at  his  time  of 
life;  and  after  the  confinement  he  had  en- 
dured, he  would  part  with  his  last  shilling 
to  get  restored  to  that  liberty  of  which  he 
bad  been  deprived  so  long,  and  which, 
from  the  injury  his  health  had  sustained, 
he  could  not,  in  all  probability,  enjoy  for  a 
very  extended  period.  In  a  letter  to  him, 
Mr.  Loveil  had  made  such  an  exposure  of 
bis  circumstances  (it  might  not  be  fitting 
that  he  should  read  this  letter),  that  to 
bim  it  appeared  be  remained  in  prison, 
not  from  unwillingness,  but  from  absolute 
inability  to  pay  the  fine.  Mr.  Whithfead 
said,  he  had  now  done  his  duty  to  the  un- 
fortunate petitioner  and  to  the  public,  in 
bringing  this  subject  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House.  It  was  for  the  legal 
advisers  of  the  crown  to  consider  whether 
this  was  nol  an  occasion  on  which  they 
could  recommend  the  extension  of  that 
mercy  which  he  thought  the  case  impe- 
riously demanded. 

The  Auormy  General  observed,  that  it 
mast  sQways  be  a  painful  task  to  say  any 
thing  that  might  indispose  the  House  to 
ttn  indulgent  consideration  of  any  petition. 
It  was  not  for  him,  holding  the  office  he 
"did,  to  suggest  advice  in  cases  of  this  de- 
scription, before  it  should  be  required. 
There  were  two  or  three  of  the  boo.  gen- 
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tleman's   statements    which    he   wisheef 
merely  to  correct,  and  to  shew,  in  poin* 
of  fact,  what  the  reasons  were  which  hmA 
restrained  the  exercise  of  mercy  in  this 
case.     The  hon.  gentleman  had  spokem 
of  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Loveil   for 
three  years  and  a  half,  in  such  a  manner^ 
that  those  who  had  not  carefully  attended 
to  the  whole  of  his  speech,  might  so  far 
misunderstand  him,  as  to  suppose  that  this 
sentence  had  followed  one  conviction. 

Mr.  ^j^u^reiod  complained  of  this  state- 
ment, as  he  had  enumerated  the  several 
offences  for  which  Mr.  Loveil  had  been 
punished. 

The  Attorney  General  knew  he  had  done 
this,  and  that  those  who  had  carefully  at* 
tended  to  the  whole  of  bis  speech  could 
not  fall  into  the  error;  but  still  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  had  treated  the  subject 
was  such,  that  by  some  he  might  be  mis- 
understood on  this  point.  Mr  Loveil 
was  convicted  of  a  libel  in  1 807,  and  sen* 
tenced  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  King's- 
bench;  yet  after  this  he  had  been  convict* 
ed  a  second,  and  a  third,  and  a  fourth 
time,  of  a  similar  offence.  [It  was  here 
observed,  that  Mr.  Loveil  had  been  tried 
but  three  times.]  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  repealed,  that  four  convictions 
had  taken  place.  He  had  been  convicted 
of  a  libel  in  Trinity  Term  1807,  and  sen- 
tenced to  pay  a  fine  of  50L  and  be  com* 
milted  to  the  custody  of  the  marshal  of 
the  King's-bench  for  one  calendar  month, 
and  to  give  security  for  keeping  the  peaco 
for  the  next  three  years,  himself  in  5001. 
and  two  securities  in  250/.  each.  While 
under  these  recognizances,  in  Easter  Teoa 
1810,  he  had  been  convicted  of  a  libel  on 
the  commissioners  of  the  Property  Tax. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  there  was  a 
strange  partiality  displayed  in  respect  to 
the  original  editor  and  author  for  which 
Mr.  Loveil  had  been  punished.  He  would 
explain  the  circumstances  alluded  to.  It 
was  true  that  the  editor  of  the  Manches* 
ter  paper  had  not  been  punished:  on 
being  called  upon  by  the  commissioners, 
he  had  given  up  the  author  of  the  article* 
and  made  such  an  apology  as  was  deemed 
by  them  satisfactory.  The  Attorney  Ge« 
neral  of  that  day  (he  himself  had  not  the 
honour  then  to  be  in  office),  bad  no  otgecl 
but  to  protect  the  commissioners,  and,  ao 
that  they  were  satisfied,  did  not  consider 
it  his  duty  to  proceed  against  all  who  bad 
been  in  any  way  concerned  in  the  p«bli« 
cation  of  the  libel.  But  the  hon.  gentleman 
was  qitsioformed  with  respect  to  the  an* 
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thor*  He  was  prosecuted^  sod  bad  been 
panisbed.  In  ibe  case  of  Mr,  LuvelU  bis 
apology  (if  be  made  any)  was  not  satis* 
factory  to  tbe  cominitsioners#  and  tbey 
kad  called 'upon  the  crown  to  proceed 
againftt  bim.  >i«  was  tben  seotenc<Ki  to 
twelve  montbs  impriiionaient,  and  ordered 
stgain  to  give  security,  for  three  years, 
bimself  in  dOO/.  and  two  others  in  250/* 
each.  Tbe  next  libel  for  which  he  was 
punishrd,  was  one  rrflrcting  on  the  conduct 
of  the  troops  employed  in  PiccadilJy»  at 
the  time  an  hon.  baronet  was  committed 
by  that  House  to  the  Tower.  Of  tbe  pub* 
Itcaiion  of  this  libel,  it  was  said  Mr.  Lo- 
Tcll  knew  ooihing  till  it  had  gone  forth  to 
tbe  world.  This,  it  was  well  known,  could 
not  in  law  remove  from  him  that  responsi- 
bility which  attached  to  bim  as  pro* 
prietor  and  pobiiftber  of  a  newspaper, 
which,  while  he  was  in  confinement,  was 
thus  made  the  vehicle  of  calumny,  from 
which  he  derived  a  profit.  In  the  Michael* 
mas  Term,  1812,  Mr.  Lovell  was  proceed- 
ed against  for  a  paper  on  the  subject  of 
tbe  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war  in  this 
country.  A  more  mischievous  and  flagi* 
tioos  libel  than  this— one  more  likely  to 
produce  dangerous  consequences  to  our 
fellow  countrymen,  then  prisoners  of  war 
in  France,  could  mit  be  imagined.  He 
was  not  there  to  justify  tbe  judgments 
passed  on  Mr.  Lovell  ^  those  from  whom 
they  proceeded  needed  not  vindication  from 
him,  as  it  was  universally  known,  that  jus* 
tice  tempered  with  mercy  uniformly  at- 
tend their  decisions;  but  be  would  say, 
such  a  libel  could  not  lightly  be  passed 
over*  For  that  he  had  been  sentenced  to 
be  imprisoned  one  year  and  a  half,  to  pay 
a  fine  of  500/.  to  the  King,  and  to  give 
aecurity  for  his  future  good  behavioori 
himself  in  1,000/.  and  two  others  in  500/. 
each.  With  respect  to  tbe  circumstances 
of  Mr.  Lovell,  he,  on  inquiry,  had  found 
he  still  possessed  tbe  property  of  the 
Sutesman.  This  was  a  profitable  con- 
cern  (he  spoke  of  newspapers  gene- 
rally) ;  and  not  only  was  Mr.  Lovell  able 
to  conduct  this  paper  while  in  prison,  but 
be  bad  set  op  a  new  weekly  one,  called 
«  The  Constitution.'  Yet  possessing  these, 
he  stated  himself  unable  to  pay  the  fine. 
He  (the  Attorney  General)  submitted,  that 
where  a  person  was  unable  to  pay  the  fine 
imposed  upon  him,  and  had  remained  in  pri- 
son beyond  tlie  period  named  in  his  sen- 
tence* It  might  become  tbe  doty  of  the  ad* 
viscrs  of  tbe  crown  to  say,  «•  the  time  is  now 
trrived  when  the  clemency  of  the  crown 
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may  be  properly  displayed/'  But,  in  th» 
case  of  this  individual,  it  bad  been  seen  that 
repeated  sentences  had  had  no  efiect  on  hia 
conduct.  He  had  siili  the  means  of  circo« 
latiug  bis  .libels  in  bis  hands,  which  he 
had  retained  during  tbe  whole  period  of 
bis  confinement  in  Newgate.  He  could 
not  give  securities  for  bis  future  good  con* 
duct.  These  were  called  for,  not  to  pu- 
nish him,  but  to  protect  the  public  peace  ; 
and  they  were  now  told  by  Mr.  Lovell 
himself,  that  no  two  persons  would  com* 
forward  to  answer  for  him.  Under  these 
circumstances,  if  he  were  called  upon  by 
the  crown  for  his  advice,  be  must  of  ne- 
cessity state,  that  the  court  in  tbe  case  of 
this  individual  had  found  that  a  lenient 
punishment  had  not  tbe  efiect  of  imposing 
any  salutary  restraint  on  his  conduct,  and 
severity  had  been  found  necessary.  Wish- 
ing,  as  be  sincerely  did,  that  tbe  punish* 
nitnt  of  every  one  should  be  as  lenient  aa 
possible,  consistently  with  the  public  se* 
curity,  there  was  a  great  difficulty  in  re- 
commending it  to  the  crown,  to  give  op^ 
those  securities  which  ^he  supreme  court 
of  judicature  bad  considerird  indispensably 
necessary  ,  and  necessary  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  former  punishments  having 
failed  to  impose  a  proper  restraint  on  thia 
individual.  These  coiuide rations  threw 
difficulties  in. the  way  of  giving  that  ad- 
vice to  tbe  crown  which  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  wished  to  be  given.  He,  for  one» 
should  be  glad  if  they  could  be  satisfacto- 
rily removed- 
Mr.  Anikony  Browne  could  not  help 
saying,  that  the  observations  of  tbe  hon* 
and  learned  gentleman  were  such  as  wonid 
have  done  bim  more  credit  delivered  to  n 
tribunal,  before  passing  of  sentence,  than 
in  that  House,  in  answer  to  an  applicatioa 
for  mercy  at  the  end  of  nearly  four  yeara 
ilnpcisonment.  It  was  almost  impossible 
not  to  suppose  that  the  sentence  in  thia 
case  must  have  appeared  extravagantly 
severe  by  the  court  who  inflicted  it.  What 
ofience  was  iUtft  on  earth  for  which  e 
three  years  and  a  half  lingering  imprison* 
ment  was  not  a  sufficient  expiation?  What 
human  transgression  was  there  which 
could  merit  a  severer  treatment  ?  A  sen- 
tence of  death  was  mercy  when  compared 
with  it.  But  what  was  tbe  offence  for 
which  thia  severe  punishment  had  been 
awarded }  It  was  one  which  unavoidably 
grew  out  of  a  free  government.  The 
freedom  of  diacnssion,  without  which  no 
country  could  be  free,  made  it  frequently 
a  difficult  matter  to  avoid  the  commission 
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of  what  was  termed  a  libel.  The  laws  on 
tbe  subject  of  libel  were  of  >och  a  nature 
that  tbey  were  frequently  *  more  honoured 
4n  the  breach  than  the  obseryance."  But, 
whatever  might  be  th$  policy  of  the  law, 
the  imprisoment  in  this  case  had  already 
GOBiinued  beyond  even  the  long  term  of 
the  sentence ;  and  the  question  now  was, 
whether  a  period  should  not  at  last  be  put 
to  the  sufferings  of  this  unfortunate  man. 
He  hoped  that  at  some  future  period  of 
the  session,  if  a  period  were  not  put  to  his 
imprisonment,  the  subject  would  again  be 
brought  before  the  House,  and  that  his  I  as  one  where  the  prisoner  might  naturally 


addition  of  punishment,  which  was  never 
contemplateji,  as  gaolers  sometimes  thoagbt 
it  meritorious  to  add  every  severfty  io  ihtsir 
power  to  tbe  sentence  of  the  law.     He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  this  was  the -case 
in  the  instance  of  the  present  petitiooer, 
but  he  knew  of  such  cases  of  hardship. 
The  hon.  baronet  mentioned  the  cases  of 
Mr.  Cobbett  being  at  first  put  among  tbe 
felons  in  Newgate,  and  that  of  Mr.  Fin- 
nerty's  treatment  at  the  castle  of  Lincoln. 
This  place,  Irom  its  comparativa  exteia 
and  advantage  of  situation,  was  fixed  on 


hon.  friend  would  not  relax  in  his  efforts. 
Sir  Gilbert  Heathcoie  said,  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman opposite  would  do  well  to  take 
this  case  under  consideration,  and  recom- 
mend a  compliance  with  the  prayer  of  the 
petition.  It  was  not  usual  for  the  House 
to  interfere  with  the  sentences  of  judicial 
tribunals,  but  it  was  authorised  in  doing 
so  when  there  was  an  appearance  of  unne- 
cessary rigour  or  injustice.  This  inter- 
ference was  n6t  at  present  craved«— a 
petition  for  mercy,  on  the  plea  of  long 
and  extraordinary  sofiering,  was  what 
called  for  attention,  as  no  other  means  for 
the  attainment  of  relief  had  proved  efibc- 
tnal;  and  all  that  the  House  bad  to  do  was 
merely  to  give  expression  to  their  wishes, 
and  these  he  thought  should  be  in  favour 
of  the  petitioner.  Mr.  Lovell's  case  was 
confessed  to  be  .a  hard  one;  he  might 
deserve  the  name  of  a  turbulent  man,  but 
that  was  matter  of  opinion.  He  himself, 
be  suspected,  was  considered  by  the  gen- 
tlemen opposite  rather  a  turbulent  person; 
and  so  perhaps  might  all  the  gentlemen 
on  his  side  of  the  House ;  but  that  was  only 
matter  of  opinion  with  the  other  side. 
There  was,  however,  too  great  a  disposi- 
tion with  these  gentlemen  to  consider  all 
who  differed  in  opinion  with  them  of  a 
turbulent  cast ;  but  the  exercise  of  autho- 
rity in  suppression  of  political  sentiments, 
or  relating  to  any  thing  connected  with 
the  preservation  of  the  rights  of  men,  was 
net  to  be  silently  regarded.  He  could 
not  but  deprecate  the  way  in  which  those 
who  were  held  to  be  guilty  of  libels  were 
punished.  There  were  some  speoies  of  pu- 
nishments awarded  to  persons  pronounced 
offenders  in  this  particular,  which  certainly 
were  worse  than  death.  For  in  many 
cases,  these  persona,  who  were  jgenerally 
men  of  education,  were  treated  as  thd 
worst  of  felons,  and  made  companions  of 
the  most  dissoluie  and  reprobate  criminals ; 
nay,  they  were  ofiea  made  to  su&r  an 
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expect  to  enjoy  as  great  comforts  as  were 
compatible  with  his  ifnprisonment;  but 
what  was  intended  as  mercy  to  the  pri* 
soner,  was,  through  the  rigour  of  the 
gaoler  and  the  interference  of  tyrannical 
magistrates,  converted  into  a  punishment 
infinitely  beyond  what  was  in  the  contem- 
plation of  the  Judge  at  tbe  time  when  tbe 
sentence  was  passed.  To  this  &ct  be 
could  speak  from  his  acquaintance  with 
that  part  of  the  country.  He  bad  no  dif« 
ficulty  in  saying,  that  endeavours  were 
but  too  often  used  to  render  the  ntuation 
of  persons  suffering  for  libel  as  oncom* 
fortable  as  possible;  and  that  too  ofien 
there  was  a  rigour  extended  beyond  the 
faw.  He  thought  that  government  would 
do  well  to  apportion  a  part  of  the  immense 
resources  they  had  at  their  disposal,  to  the 
erection  of  a  prison,  to  which  persons  coo- 
fined  for  libel  might  be  sent,  instead  of 
being  mingled  with  the  common  herd  of 
vile  and  wretched  malefactors.  With 
respect  to  the  petition  now  presented  by 
his  hon.  friend,  he  should  not  attempt  to 
injure  its  merits  by  any  observations  of 
his  own,  but  should  be  satisfied  with 
earnestly  recommending  it  to  the  consi-. 
deration  of  ministers. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikim  observed,  that  the 
hon.  baronet  had  made  a  mistake  when  be 
stated  Mr.  Cobbett  to  have  been  classed 
among  the  felons  in  Newgate.  Mr.  Cob- 
bett bad  carried  on  the  publication  of  his 
paper  during  the  whole  period  of  hia  con- 
finement, and  bad  shared  in  all  the  indul- 
gences which  were  ever  allowed  to  other 
persons  in  bis  situation.  In  the  course  of 
his  duty  as  a  magistrate,  he  bad  visited 
the  room  in  which  Mr.  Lovell  was  con* 
fined ;  and  he  believed,  from  other  parti- 
culars which  had  come  within  his  know* 
ledge,  he  could  speak  to  the  petitioner's 
situation.  From  all  that  he  perceived  or 
couki  learn  regarding  Mr.  Loveil's  afiairs, 
he  was  convinced  he  was  unable  to  pay 
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the  fine  inflicted  upon  bim.  He  was  cer- 
Utoly  not  living  in  affluence,  be  had 
nothing  bet  articles  of  common  necetiity 
about  him,  and  hit  circomstances,  be  was 
persoaded,  were  those  of  a  distressed  per- 
•on,  which  was  not  surprising  at  the  end 
of  four  years  confinement.  From  the 
coRTersation  wbtch  he  had  had  with  Mr. 
Lovellf  he  was  firmly  of  opinion  that, 
were  it  in  his  (the  petitioner'r)  power  to 
raise  the  fine,  he  would  readily  lay  it 
down  to  procure  his  liberation ;  and  that 
being  the  case,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
aentence  ought  to  be  mitigated.  He  be- 
lieved Mr,  Lovell  was  not  looked  upon 
by  those  who  knew  him,  as  so  dangerous 
a  character  as  that  he  could  not  procore 
aome  sort  of  security  for  bis  good  beba- 
Yiour.  Let  his  Majesty's  gorernment 
remit  the  fine,  and  content  themselves 
with  security  to  the  extent  of  200/.,  and  it 
would,  he  had  no  doubt,  be  obtained. 
He  had  seen  several  letters  in  the  posses- 
aion  of  Mr.  Lovell,  in  which  the  writers^ 
highly  to  their  honour,  ofiered  to  raise  the 
money  requisite  to  pay  his  fine  by  sub- 
acription,  on  receiving  an  assurance  that 
he  would  abstain  from  offences  of  a  libel* 
lous  nature  in  future.  He  was  well  assured 
that  it  was  not  in  his  power,  except  by  a 
subscription  of  that  sort,  ever  to  regain 
hia  liberty.  He  should  hope  that  this 
would  induce  his  Majesty's  government 
to  mitigate  the  punishment  by  remitting 
the  fine,  when  they  considered  too  that 
he  had  already  suffered  an  additional  iln- 
prisonment  of  five  or  six  months. 

Mr.  Ptmatmby  observed,  that  all  judicial 
characters  concurred  in  the  doctrine  of 
the  Bill  of  Rights,  that  excessive  fines 
ought  not  to  be  inflicted.  If  reference 
were  made  to  the  court  previous  to  the 

I  promulgation  of  its  sentence,  of  the  inabi- 
ity  of  the  party  to  meet  a  pecuniary 
mulct,  the  court  were  bound  to  forego  that 
part  of  the  sentence.  It  was  generally 
agreed,  that  the  prewnt  petitioner  was 
aoffering  under  the  infliction  of  an  exces- 
sive fine,  which  he  was  wholly  unable  to 
pay  ;  he  had  already  suffered  five  or  six 
months  be3roDd  the  expiration  of  a  long 
imprisonment  inflicted  by  the  court.  With 
respect  to  the  sureties,  there  was  nothing 
in  which  a  court  should  be  more  particu- 
larly careful.  If  it  inflicted  a  demand 
beyond  the  capability  of  the  party,  it  be- 
came ^^ui  I  ty  of  a  positive  hardship;  and  in 
the  present  case,  both  the  fine  ant)  sureties 

were  of  that  deicription,  as  far  as  the  ^     ^ ^ 
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wholly  discredited,  the  petitioner  wu 
obviously  eaiitled  to  merciful  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  BathuTit  thought  the  only  consi- 
deration necessary  to  be  attended  to  in 
the  case  of  such  a  determined  libeller  as 
Mr.  Lovell  was,  whether  the  time  of  his 
imprisonment  since  that  prescribed  by  the 
sentence,  was  such  as  to  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient to  countervail  the  quantum  of 
punishmeiit  intended  by  the  fine.  But 
the  fine  was  the  least  consideration  in  thia 
petitioner's  case.  If  he  conld  not  find 
securities  for  his  good  behaviour,  to  remit 
the  fine  was  useless ;  and  what  must  be 
the  character  of  a  man  in  Mr.  Lovell's 
situation  in  life,  who  could  not  find  two 
persons  to  answer  for  his  future  conduct  ? 

Mr.  Whitbread  shortly  replied.  He  be- 
lieved Mr.  Lovell  could  not  pay  the  fine, 
and  that  if  his  imprisonment  were  con- 
tinued much  longer,  it  would  be  likely  to 
terminate  in  his  death.  He  again  ex- 
pressed an  anxious  hope  that  mercy 
would  be  extended  to  him.  In  moving 
that  the  Petition  should  lie  on  the  table, 
it  was  his  hope  that  there  it  would  con- 
tinue to  lie,  and  that  iu  prayer  would  be 
attended  to. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

PaiNCB  Rboent's  Message  eespectikg 
Lord  Walsingram.P  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  presented  the  following 
Message  from  the  Prince  Regent :— ^ 

"  George,  F.  JL 
''The  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty, 
having  taken  into  his  serious  consideration 
the  ability,  integrity,  impartiality,  and 
indefatigable  industry  with  which  the  lord 
Walstngham  has  discharged  the  weighty 
and  important  dutias  of  chairman  of  the 
committees  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  of 
the  private  committees  of  the  same,  for 
these  twenty  years  last  past,  and  regret- 
ting the  misfortune  of  his  lordship's  ina- 
bility from  infirmity  any  longer  to  exe- 
cute the  duties  of  that  important  office, 
recommends  to  the  House  of  Commons  to 
enable  him  to  grant  to  the  lord  Walsing- 
ham  an  annuity  of  two  thousand  pounds." 

Ordered  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
to*morrow. 

Court-martial  on  Colonel  Quen^ 
TIN.]     Mr.  THeni^rose,  and  spoke  as  fbl- 
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Sir,  that  yeiterday  a  notice  was  given  of 
a  renewed  discussion  relatije  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Court-martial  on  colonel 
Qoentin,  and  the  conduct  of  government 
towards  the  officers  of  the^Otb  regiment 
of  light  dragoons.  I  was  not  aware,  at 
that  time,  that  1  was  at  all  implicated  by 
(be  paper  to  which  the  hon.  colonel  al- 
Jdded;  but  when  it  was  afterwards  put 
into  my  hands,  I  found  that  my  conduct 
had  been  called  into  question  to  the  full 
as  much  as  that  of  the  hon.  colonel.  So 
far  I  differ  from  him  upon  this  occasion, 
ihat  I  think  the  sooner  that  paper*  is  no* 

*  The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  Article 
hi  the  Courier,  above  referred  to : 

**  With  regard  to  the  letter  which  had 
been  transmitted  to  bis  Royal  Highness 
ID  the  first  instance,  he  (colonel  Palmer) 
begged  to  state,  that  it  had  been  procured 
by  colonel  Quentin  on  false  pretences, 
and  delivered  to  the  Prince  Regent  by 
,  him,  as  colonel  Palmer  had  been  inform- 
ed by  his  Royal  Highness  himself. 

«'  He  had  become  the  prosecutor  not 
only  by  order  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
but  of  the  Prince  Regent  himself.  He 
had  never  so  far  committed  himself,  as  he 
was  aware,  as  to  render  it  necessary. 

*'  In  the  same  paper,  Mr.  Tierney  is 
made  to  say,  that  '  colonel  Quentin  ap- 
'  plied  to  the  officers  at  the  mess,  demand- 
'  ing,  as  he  stated,  by  the  authority  of  the 
'  Regent,  that  the  letter  should  be  deli- 
'  vered  to  him  ;  but  this  demand  was  not 
'  complied  with ;  and  upon  reference  to 
'  the  Regent,  it  was  found  that  no  such 
'  aathoilty  had  been  given  to  him.  That 
.'on  a  subsequent  audience,  the  Regent 
'  demanded  this  letter  from  colonel  Pal- 
'  mer,  and  it  was  accordingly  surrendered 
'  to  his  Royal  Highness,  through  whom  it 
'  found  its  way  to  the  Horse  Guards  and 
'  colonel  Quentin.' 

*'  And  Mr.  Tierney  is  also  made  to  say, 
'  That  colonel  Robarts,  for  the  gallantry 
^  and  good  conduct  of  the  regiment  under 
*  his  auspices,  while  subject  to  the  inspec- 
« tion  of  the  duke  of  Wellington,  had  been 
« raised  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel, 
'  from  his  station  of  major.' 
'  "With  reference  to  the  latter  para- 
graph, ue  have  authoriiy  to  etale,  that  co- 
lonel Robarts  was  raised  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant-colonel  by  the  unsolicited  fa- 
vour of  the  Prince  Regent,  to  whom,  as 
colonel  of  the  1 0th  Hussars,  he  presented 
himself  immediately  on  hit  return  from 


ticed  the  better;  and  for* that  porpoae  I 
beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  subject  on  whiob,  considering 
the  part  I  have  taken,  it  may  naturally 
be  supposed  that  my  feelings  are  wery 
much  alive.  It  is  a  paper  of  which  I  do 
not  mean  to  complain,  in  the  harsh  sense 
of  the  word.  I  know  that  all  public  men 
are  liable  to  animadversion ;  and  bad  it 
purported  to  he  the  opinion  of  the  editor 
of  The  Courier,  the.  journal  in  which  it 
was  published,  I  should  not  have  troubled 
the  Hou^e  upon  this  occasion ;  but  the 
document  is  given  as  from  authority,  and 


the  Peninsula,  and  by  whom  a  recommen- 
dation, that  he  should '  have  that  promo- 
tion given  to  him,  as  a  mark  of  the  sense 
which  his  Royal  Highness  entertained  of 
the  gallantry  and  conduct  of  that  officer, 
was  transmitted  to  the  commander  in  chief 
the  same  day, 

"  With  reference  to  the  other  para- 
graphs, ive  have  also  authariiy  to  Uate,  that 
his  Royal  Highness  never  informed  colonel 
Palmer,  whether  the  demand  made  by 
colonel  Quentin,  that  the  letter  should  be 
delivered  to  him,  was  or  was  not  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  Regent* 

"  Further,  that  the  same  letter  was  not 
procured  by  colonel  Quentin  under  false 
pretences,  and  delivered  by  him  to  the 
Regent :  but  that  colonel  Palmer,  in  the 
presence  of  colonel  Quentin  and  general 
Bloomfield,  being  asked  by  the  Regent, 
whether  colonel  Quentin  was  in  possession 
of  the  letter  itself,  (the  substance  of  which 
his  Royal  Highness  had  previously  under- 
stood to  have  been  communicated  several 
days  before  by  colonel  Palmer  to  colonel 
Quentin,)  stated  the  letter  to'  be  in  his 
bands,  and  that  he  was  desired  to  de« 
liver  it  to  his  Royal  Highness  :  that 
colonel  Palmer  did  deliver  it  to  bis  Royal 
Highness,  who  immediately  read  it  aloud* 
together  with  the  letter  which  is  under  the 
signature  of  colonel  Robarts  alone,  and 
purports  ^to  be  written  by  desire  of  the  offi« 
cerswho  signed  the  first,  and  which  had  the 
same  morning  reached  the  Regent : .  that 
colonel  Quentin  immediately  demanded  a 
court-martial,  with  relation  to  the  impota* 
tions  contained  in  both  the  letters  ;  pot- 
ting his  demand,  at  the  time.  Into  the 
form  of  an  official  letter,  which  he  pre- 
sented to  the  Regent  a$  hi$  ccHomel;  and 
that  the  Regent  immediately,  in  th^  pre- 
sence of  the  officers  above  named,  en- 
closed the  three  documents  in  a  cover, 
and  tranimitted  them  to  the  adjatant-ge* 
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although  I  do  not  mean  to  state  what  that  I  the  latter  words  of  the  paragraph,  I  do  not 


authority  is,  under  the  circamstances,  I 
tappoie  there  is  not  a  gentleman  present 
who  does  not  feel  certam  that  it  is  no  or- 
dinary aothority.  It  gives  a  contradiction 
to  a  jitatement  I  felt  it  oi  v  duty  to  make  to 
the  Honse,  of  facts  which  I  adduced  in 
support  of  my  argument,  as  to  the  hard 
situation  in  which  the  officers  of  the  10th 
Hussars  Were  placed  by  the  conduct  of 
government.  The  passage  to  which  Iparti- 
cularly  advert,  is  the  following :— '*  In  the 
same  paper,  Mr.  Tierney  is  made  to  say, 
'  that  colonel  Quentin  applied  to  the  officers 

*  at  the  mess,  demanding,  as  he  stated,  by 

*  the  authority  of  the  Regent,  that  the  let- 
« ter  should  be  delivered  to  him  ;  but  this 

<  demand  was  not  complied  with ;  and 
'  upon  reference  to  the  Regent,  it  was 
«  found  that  no  such  authority  had  been 

<  given  to  him.     That,  on  a  subsequent 

*  audience,  the  Regent  demanded  this  let- 

*  ter  from  colonel  Palmer,  and  it  was  ac- 

<  cordingly  surrendered  to  his  Royal 
«  Highness,  through  whom  it  found  its  way 

*  to  the  Horse  Guards  and  colonel  Qoen- 
« tin.'  And  Mr.  Tierney  is  also  made  to 
aay,  '  That  colonel  Roberts,  for  the  gal- 
« lantry  and  good  condact  of  the  regiment 
'  under  his  aaspices,  while  subject  to  the 
'  inspection  of  the  duke  of  Wellington, 
«  bad  been  raised  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
'  colonel,  from  his  station  of  major.' "  As  to 


neral,  to  be  laid  before  the  commander  in 
chief. 

"  Wc  have  aho  authority  to  §ay,  that  the 
Prince  Regent  gave  no  orders  respecting 
the  nomination  of  colonel  Palmer  as  pro- 
secutor, nor  in  any  shape  interfering  after 
he  had  transmitted  the  papers  above-men- 
tioned to  the  adjutant«-general.    That  co- 
lonel Palmer  requested  his  Royal  High- 
ness to  make  application  to  the  duke  of 
York  to  rescind  the  nominations  in  ques- 
tion ;    but  that  his  Royal  Highness  de- 
clined, in  any  way,  to  take  part  in  the 
transaction,  otherwise  than  as  the  channel 
through  which  his  liebtensnt-coloners  ap- 
plication for  a  court-martial  should  re- 
Kolarly  pass  to  the  commander  in  chief; 
his  Roval  Highness  conceiving  that  colo- 
nel Palmer,   by  commnnicatiitg,    in  the 
first  instance,  the  substance  of  the  officers' 
letter    to  colonel   Qaentin,    rendered    a 
court-martial  indispensable,  either  on  the 
demand    of    the    lieutenant-colonel,    to 
whom    dbhonourable   conduct  was   im- 
puted, or  on  that  of  the  colonel,  who  was 
bound  to  investigate  such  an  imputation." 
(VOL.  X3UX.) 


comprehend  what  is  the  difference  between 
what  I  am  represented  as  having  said,  and 
the  subsequent  statement  given  from  au- 
thority^   If  it  be  thought  that  I  meant  to 
deny  the  kindness  of  his  Royal  Highness 
towards  the  officer  named,  my  relation,  I 
was  certainly  misunderstood,  because  I 
expressly  added,  that  nothing  could  make 
me  forget  the  sentiments  of  gratitude  that 
ought  to   be  felt.     It  is  asserted,  from 
authority,  that  colonel  Robarts  was  raised 
to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  by  the 
unsolicited  favour  of  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  whom,  as  colonel  of  the  10th  Hussars,  he 
preiemed    himself  immediatelT    on    his 
return  from  the  Peninsula.    The  fact  is, 
that  there  had  been  an  action,  in  which 
colonel  Robarts  had  distinguished  himself; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  I  admit  that  it  was 
an  act  of  favour  on  the  part  of  the  Prince 
Regent:    I    never  have,  and  never  will 
deny  it     It  is  only  mentioned  in  this 
account  from  authority,  to  shew  that   I 
was  endeavouring  to  detract   from    the 
kindness  of  his  Royal  Highness  on  this 
occasion,  when,  but  for  the  favour  of  hia 
Royal   Highness,  colonel  Robarts  would 
not  have  been  promoted.    The  truth  is, 
I  have  understood,  from  several  military 
gentlemen,  that  where  an  officer  has  had 
the  command  of  a  regiment,  and  had  so 
distinguished   himself  as  'to    induce  the 
commander  of  the  forces  to  mention  his 
name  in  the  dispatches,  it  Is  the  uniform 
practice  to  advance  that  officer  one  step 
in  rank.    But,  whether  this  be  or  be  not 
the  rule,  it  makes  no  difierence,  since 
colonel  Robarts  had,  until  this  affiiir,  re- 
ceived many  marks  of  the  kindness  and 
faToor  of  the  Prince  Regent.    As  to  the 
former  part  of  the  paragraph  which  I 
read,  I  am  most  anxious  that  the  House 
should  be  made  distinctly  to  understand^ 
that  I  did  not,  at  least  wilfully,  state  any 
fact  on  the  former  night  which  was  not 
borne  out  by  the  evidence.     I  know  that, 
in  making  my  statement,  I  trod  on  ex* 
tremely  delicate  ground ;  but  I  trust  the 
House  will  do  me  the  justice  to  think  th%t 
I  did  not  bring  forward  as  fact,  that  which 
I  did  not  believe  to  be  so,  or  without 
sufficient  evidence,  which,  if  called  upon» 
I   could  adduce.    The  thing  denied  by 
me  is,  that  this  letter  was,  by  the  desire 
of  the  officers  of  the  regiment,  given  to 
the  Prince  Regent.     I  re-affirm  it:    I 
mainuin  that  the  letter  was  not  given  by 
colonel  Palmer  to  the  Prince  Regent  at 
the  desire  of  the  officers.    The  direct  con- 
(2H) 
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trary  was  the  fact,  for  the  officers  of  the 
1 0th  were  most  anzions  that  the  letter 
•hoald  DOt  be  giTen  to  bis  Royal  High- 
ness.     I    re-affirm,    that  when    colonel 
Quentin  made  the  demand  for  the  letter  as 
from  the  Prince  Regent,  the  officers  re- 
fused ;  and  I  call  opon  my  gallant  friend 
behind    me   (colond    Palmer)    to   state, 
whether  he  had  any  authority  to  give  the 
letter  to  the  Prince  Regent,  and  whether 
he  was  not,  on  the  contrary,  desired  to 
consider  the  letter  as  cancelled  ?  whether, 
although  it  had  been  signed,  they  did  not 
wish  to  withdraw  it?    This  is  a  most  ma- 
terial part  of  the  transaction,  because  opon 
this,  give  me  leave  to  say,  turns  the  whole 
evidence  against  the  officers.    There  is 
nothing  but  that  letter,  which  some  per- 
sons have  called  a  round-robin,  against 
colonel  Quentin.  The  order  from  the  Horse 
Guards  states,  that  the  whole  proceeding 
originates  in  that  letter,  which  would  not, 
and  could  not  have  been  produced,  if  that 
conduct  had  been  pursued,  which  it  was 
supposed  would  have  been  pursued.     I 
therefore  call  upon  the  hon.  gentleman  to 
atate»  whether,  when  colonel  Quentin  made 
an  application  to  the  officers  to  give  up 
the  letter,  having,  as  he  said,  the  command 
of  the  Prince  Regent  to  require  it»  the 
officers  did  not  unanimously  refuse  to  re- 
siffn  it  ?    Is  it,  or  is  it  not  the  hct,  that 
colonel  Palmer  did  afterwards  go  with  the 
letter  to  the  Prince  Regent,  by  whom  he 
wu  commanded  to  give  it  up,  and  with- 
out which  command  he  would  not  have 
resigned  the  possession  of  it  ?     The  con- 
sequence was,  that  the  letter  wu  put  into 
the  hands  of  colonel  Quentin,  and  the  offi- 
cers were  risited  by  the  dreadful  punish*- 
ment  which  has  since  been  inflicted  upon 
them.    I  wish  the  House  distinctly  to  un- 
derstand, that  what  I  asserted  on  a  former 
night,  is  borne  out  by  the  fact,  that  the 
officers  never  did  consent  that  the  letter 
should  be  delivered  to  the  Prince  Regent ; 
on  the  contrary,  that  they  wished  it  to  be 
considered  as  if  the  letter  had  never  been 
written.     The  troth  is,  that  his  Royal 
Highness  being  made  aware  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a  letter,  did  command  colonel 
Palmer  to  give  it  op ;   and  that  his  Royal 
Highnese  did  Uke  the  letter    from    his 
hands,  and  did  thereby  furnish  evidence 
to  the  prisoner,  on  which  his  Royal  High* 
ness  felt  himself  justified  in  passing  that 
most  severe  sentence  upon  the  officers  of 
the  10th  Hussars.    It  is  not  my  intention, 
opon  this  occasion,  to  go  into  an  argo* 
Vient  upon  the  subject^  or  to  pro?oke  any 


[468i 

new  discussion :  it  is  the  last  thing  I  haro 
in  contemplation.  I  had  hoped  that  there 
would  be  no  occasion  to  trouble  the  House 
at  all ;  but,  placed  in  my  peculiar  situation, 
charged,  as  I  am,  "ft'om  muhari^"  (and 
no  man  can  doubt  what  that  authority  is, 
especially  when  the  ^ords  are  printed  in 
italics),  I  feel  that  I  am  bound  in  duty  to 
my  own  character  to  call  upon  the  hon. 
colonel  to  state,  whether,  in  the  assertion 
I  made,  there  is  one  single  syllable  which 
is  not  established  by  the  fact.  As  to  what 
passed  between  the  gallant  colonel  and 
the  Prince  Regent,  there  can  be  no  other 
testimony  but  his  own.  With  respect  to 
the  officers  refusing  to  deliver  op  the 
letter  in  the  mess-room,  I  can  adduce 
erery  officer  who  was  present ;  but  what  I 
call  upon  the  hon.  colonel  to  state  is, 
whether  he,  by  desire  of  the  officers  of  the 
10th  Hussars,  had  not  put  the  letter  into 
the  possession  of  the  Prince  Regent ;  and 
whether  his  Royal  Highness  did  not  avail 
himself  of  his  situation  to.  furnish  the  pri- 
soner with  evidence  against  the  officers  by 
giving  up  that  letter,  which  waa  made  the 
'  fpundation  of  their  punishment  ? 

Colonel  Palmer  stated,  that  he  came 
down  to  the  House  in  consequence  of  a 
note  from  his  right  hon.  friend  this  morn- 
ing; and,  after  what  he  had  said,  found  it 
necessary  to  enter  into  an  explanation, 
which  he  should  have  wished  to  have 
avoided,  until  he  entered  into  the  whole  of 
the  circumstances.  With  respect  to  the 
letter  in  question,  he  knew  nothing  of  il 
until  it  was  delivered  to  him  by  the 
officers  of  the  regiment,  to  be  used  at  his 
discretion.  He  liad  felt  it  right,  in.  the 
first  instance,  in  point  of  fairness  and  ho* 
nour,.  as  any  gentleman  present  would 
hate  done  under  such  circumstances,  to 
communicate  it  to  colbnel  Quentin ;  but 
considered  that  it  was  a  matter  of  confi- 
dence between  that  officer  and  himself; 
nor  did  he  conceive  himself  farther  bound 
to  colonel  Quentin  than  to  communicate- 
the  complaints  of  the  officers  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  which  he  did  immediately  after- 
wards, as  commanding  officer  in  the  ab- 
sence of  colonel  Quentin ;  when  be  thooRht 
it  bis  duty  to  wait  opon  the  Prince  Re- 
gent to  inform  his  Royal  Highness  of  the 
state  of  the  regiment,  but  did  not  say  any 
thing  regarding  the  letter.—- Colonel  Quen- 
tin was  at  that  time  absent,  but  ha  ones* 
pectedly  returned,  and  was  present  dnrins 
the  rest  of  the  conrersation.  Colonel 
Palmer  said,  he  was  desired  to  go  to  the 
officers  of  the  regiment,  and  deli? er  tbo 
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comnandf  of  the  Prince  Regent,  that  they 
should  prefer  charges  against  colonel 
Quentin.  While  the  officers  were  consi- 
dering the  subject,  colonel  Quentln  came 
to  the  mess-room  and  demanded  the  letter. 
The  officers  refused,  asserting  that  tkt 
letter  bad  not  been  delivered,  and  was  in 
effect  cancelled.  Colonel  Quentin  then 
said,  that  he  had  the  order  of  the  Prince 
Regent  that  (hey  should  deliver  it  up,  and 
stated  bis  intention  of  enclosing  it  to  his 
Royal  Highness.  The  officers  replied| 
that  they  would  not  disobey  the  Prince 
Regent's  commands;  but  requested  colonel 
Palmer  to  go  with  the  letter,  and  learn 
expressly  from  the  Regent,  whether  bis 
Royal  Highheis  had  in  troth  authorised 
colo»iiel  Quentin  to  demand  it.  Colonel 
Palmer  went  in  consequence,  and  told  his 
Royal  Highness  the  exact  circumstances 
under  which  the  officers  had  been  induced 
to  give  it  up ;  and  added,  that  if  his  Royal 
Highness  demanded  the  letter,  it  %ras  at 
his  service.  His  Royal  Highness  denied, 
over  and  over  again,  having  authorized 
colonel  Qoentin  to  demand  the  letter ;  nor 
would  colonel  Palmer  bare  parted  with  it, 
if  the  Prince  Regent  had  not  asked  for  it; 
and  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  he 
could  make  a  condition  with  his,  Royal 
Highness  in  presenting  it  to  him,  though 
he  should  have  done  so,  if  he  could  have 
entertained  the  slightest  idea  that  it  was 
to  be  used  to  the  prejudice  of  the  officers. 
This  letter  was  certainly  read  in  the  pre- 
sence of  colonel  Quentln,  but  not  the  letter 
signed  by  colonel  Robaru,  as  stated  in  the 
Courier,  for  it  was  not  even  written  at  the 
time,  as  that  was  in  answer  to  tBe  Regent's 
commands  to  bring  foi'ward  charges; 
neither  were  the  whole  sent  to  the  com- 
mander In  chief  bv  the  Regent,  as  he 
understood  colonel  Kobarts  afterwards  saw 
the  first  letier  in  the  posseHion  of  colonel 
Quentin,  and  felt  inclined  to  throw  it  in 
the  fire,  considering  the  means  by  which 
it  had  been  obtained.  With  respect  to 
the  Regent's  not  having  interfered  in  any 
shape  in  making  him  (colonel  Palmer)  the 
prosecutor,  the  hon.  member  stated,  that^ 
if  he  was  not  absolutely  commanded,  the 
Resent  had  expressed  his  sentiments  and 
wishes  in  a  way  that  was  tantamount  to  a 
command.  He  had  waited  on  his  Royal 
Highness  expressly  to  say,  that  he  would 
not  undertake  the  prosecution,  though 
commanded  by  the  oukeofYoik;  as  be 
did  not  conceive  his  Royal  Highness  could 
ifaist  on  ity  he  (colonel  Palmer)  having 
l>eeB  in  no  way  implicated  in  the  bosineu ; 
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but  that  the  Regent,  in  a  conTersation  of 
nearly  two  hours,  pressed  him  to  it  in  a 
way  th|it  he  could  not  refuse,  by  saying, 
that  his  declining  it  would  be  considered 
as  a  desertion  of  their  cause  by  his  brother 
officers ;  and  in  consenting  to  undertake  it, 
colonel  Palmer  told  his  Royal  Highness, 
that  he  should  consider  it  his  doty  to  exert 
himself  to  the  utmost  to  bring  home  the 
charges  against  colonel  Quentin,  entrusted 
to  him  by  the  officers:  the  necessity  of 
which  the  Regent  admitted.  Colonel 
Palmer  concluded  with  regretting  that  his 
right  hon.  friend  did  not  approve  of  post- 
poning the  motion  on  the  subject  till  after 
the  recess ;  but  conceiyed  that  the  object 
he  had  in  view  would  be  best  obtained  by 
the  delay,  as  it  would  give  him  time  to 
circulate  the  papers,  and  enable  him  to 
lay  the  case  fully  and  fairly  before  the 
public,  whom  he  trusted  he  should  satisfy, 
that  his  brother  officers  had  been  most 
harshly  and  unjustly  dealt  by. 

Mr.  Tiem^,  It  is  unnecessary  to  con- 
firm the  statement  of  the  honourable  offi- 
cer, and  I  hope  the  House  is  now  satisfied 
that  I  was  warranted  in  making  the  asser- 
tions I  did  make  on  a  former  night.  The 
hon.  colonel  was  not  desired  by  the  offi- 
cers to  deliver  the  letter  to  the  Prince ; 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  strongly  resisted 
by  them.  So  that  the  statement  in  the 
paper  is  a  direct  falsehood.  It  now  ap- 
pears distinctly,  that  colonel  Palmer  was 
not-  desired  to  deliver  the  letter  to  tho 
Prince  Regent,  but  that  it  was  obtained 
by  his  Royal  Highness  solely  by  the  in- 
fluence of  his  high  sUtion,  by  his  com- 
mand that  the  letter  should  be  delivered 
up.  (Hear,  hear !) 

Mr.  Manneri  SuiUm  only  rose  to  state 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  letters 
in  question  had  been  produced  before  the 
Court.  It  was  obvious  he  could  know  no- 
thing of  them  until  they  had  appeared  in 
the  course  of  the  proceedings.  They  had 
been  put  in  by  colonel  Quentin  on  his 
defence,  and  shewn  to  the  hon.  gentleman 
himself,  by  whose  testimony  they  had 
been  authenticated,  and  who  had  stated 
to  the  Court,  that  it  was  necessary  he 
should  apprize  them  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  had  been  obtained  by 
colonel  Quentin.  He  had  lutened  atten-^ 
tively  to  the*  hon.  gentleman's  statement,* 
both  at  that  time  and  tonight  in  the 
House ;  and  as  far  as  he  coola  charge  his 
memory  with  it,  he  thought  it  was  exactly 
the  same,  if  not  as  to  words,  at  least  en- 
tirely so  as  to  substance.  He  had  then  saidf 


471]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

as  he  now  did,  that  the  letters  had  been 
demanded  from  the  officer!  by  colonel 
Qaentin,  in  the  name  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness,  and  that  be  had  ascertained  such  au- 
thority had  not  been  given  to  colonel 
Qaentin.  Mr.  M.  Sutton  said,  be  only 
mentioned  this,  in  order  to  inform  the 
House,  that  the  Court  were  fully  possessed 
of  all  the  circumstances  detailed  this  even- 
ing, when  they  came  to  their  decision. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that  he 
hoped,  when  the  subject  should  again  be 
brought  forward,  that  he  (Mr.  Manners 
Sutton)  would  be  prepared  with  a  more 
satisfactory  answer.  He  regretted,  and 
feared  be  should  then  have  still  to  regret, 
that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  make  a 
more  satisfactory  reply.  If  he  had  failed 
in  answering  the  hon.  gentleman,  it  must 
have  been  because  he  misunderstood  the 
case,  and  not  through  a  wish  of  keeping 
back  any  thing  where  there  was  notlking 
to  conceal. 

The  ^feaker  inquired,  whether  any  mo- 
tion was  to  be  proposed  ? 

Mr.  Tienuy  was  not  aware  that  any 
was  necessary.  Had  the  statement  of 
which  he  had  complained  come  only  from 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  he  should  not 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  make  any 
remarks  upon  it;  but  purporting  to  be 
given  from  such  high  authority,  it  required 
some  reply.  That  reply,  he  believed,  was 
satisfactory.    [Aear,  hear!] 

The  su^ect  was  then  dropped. 

Civil  List  Act  Amendment  Bill.] 
Mr.  Bankei  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  alter  the  time  for  submitting 
to  parliament  the  accounts  of  the  civil 
list  As  the  alteration  which  he  wished 
to  make  in  the  law  on  this  head  was -very 
simple,  few  words  would  suffice  to  de« 
acribe  it :  indeed,  it  was  hardly  necessary 
to  preface  his  motion  with  any  obierva- 
tions,  as  the  object  of  it  was  well  under* 
itood,  and  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing it  was  not  likely  to  be  opposed  in  any 
quarter.  From  the  late  period  of  the  $€§• 
aion  at  which  it  had  been  customary  te 
produce  the  accounts  of  the  civil  list,  a 
practical  evil  had  arisen,  which  it  was 
desirable  to  correct.  Though,  when  they 
had  the  Act  before  them,  various  modifi* 
x:ation8  might  be  made  in  iu  provisions, 
it  was  at  present  his  intention  merely  to 
propose,  thai  the  date  should  be  altered 
at  w^cR  the  papers  were  to  be  produced. 
As  the  law  now  stood|  when  the  papers 
|:aq^e.beforf  the  fiouae^  thtrt  wu  not  auf- 
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ficient  time  for  them  to  appoint  a  coamit^ 
tee  to  examine  them,  and  for  that  cosn- 
mittee  to  report,  so  that  they  coold  deal 
with  them  as  they  might  think  necesaary 
for  the  public  good  in  the  course  of  the 
same  session.    The  Act  now  in  force  bad 
been  passed  in  the  month  of  February  ; 
and  as  it  was  thought  desirable    that  it 
should  take  effect  as  soon  as  possible  after 
it  bad  passed,  it  had  commenced  with  the 
next  quarter  from  the  5th  of  April.     This 
being  the  time  fixed 'upon  to  which  the 
accounts  were  to  be  made  up,  they  coold 
not  be  produced  till  about  a  month  after; 
and  then  a  new  delay  having  occurred  be- 
fore the  appointment  of  a  committee,  it 
had  happened  in  the  two  last  years.  1812 
and  1815,  that  the  report  of  the  commitiee 
had  not  been  received  in  the  former  till 
the  7th  of  July ;  in  the  latter  their  resolu- 
tions had  not  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  till  the 
21st  of  July.    Much  of  the  inconvenience 
now  complained  of  would  be  avoided,  if 
the  accounts  were  in  future  made  to  ibe 
5th  January,  instead  of  the  5th  April. 
He  had  thought  of  making  provision  for 
the  production  of  the  accounu  of  three 
quarters  of  the  present  year,  op  to  the  5th 
January  1815;  but  this,  as  it  would  be 
attended  with  some  difficulty,  he  had  not 
thought  absolutely  necessary,  and  should 
not  persevere    in  bis  design.    He    con- 
cluded by  moving,  **  That  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Act  of  the 
52  Geo.  3,  c«  6,  for  making  provitton  for 
the  better  support  of  his  Majesty's  house- 
hold, during  the  continuance  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's indisposition." 

The  ChoHceUor  qf  the  Exch€quer»  though 
he  did  not  consider  the  inconveniences 
complained  of  inevitable  under  the  exist- 
ing law,  was  of  opinion  the  subject  coold 
be  more  conveniently  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  House,  if  the  accounts  were 
made  up  to  the  time  named  by  his  hon. 
friend,  instead  of  that  to  which  they  had 
been  usually  made  up.  He  had  therefore 
no  objection  to  the  motion.  But  as  some 
inconveniences  might  have  arisen  from 
the  accounts  for  three  Quarters  of  the  pre- 
sent year  being  callea  for,  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  bad  thought  of  doing,  be 
felt  <H>liged  to  him  for  abandoning  this 
intention.  He,  however,  wished  it  at  the 
same  time  to  be  understood,  there  was  no 
indisposition  on  his  part  to  take  the  com- 
manos  of  the  Prince  Regent,  to  give  the 
accounts  for  three  quartera  of  tbo  year  b^ 
fore  the  uaual  time. 
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Mr.  I&nwy  agreed  to  ibe  motion,  but 
did  not  Me  there  woald  be  any  great  diffi- 
colly  in  giving  the  accounts  of  the  civil 
list  up  to  the  5th  of  January.  Why  could 
they  not  be  made  up  for  the  year  ending' 
on  that  day,  aa  it  wan  proposed  should  be 
done  hereafter  }  He  wished  it  to  be  re- 
memberedi  that  he  could  only  feel  satis* 
fled  with  the  present  motion  on  an  ex- 
press understanding  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  would  bring  down  the  ac- 
counts for  the  three  quarters  of  the  year 
ahortly  after  the  recesi.  He  wished  the 
time  at  which  these  would  be  gtren  to  be 
more  distinctly  specified  than  it  bad  yet 
been»  that  thev  might  not  again  come 
round  to  the  old  disputed  point  of  what 
was*  or  what  was  not  a  reasonable  time 
for  the  production  of  them.  If  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  would  say  he  would  cause 
them  to  be  produced  in  the  month  of  Fe- 
bruary, he  should  be  satisfied. 

The  Chanctlior  of  the  Ex^equer  declined 
pledging  himself  to  any  particular  time* 
but  to  every  disposition  to  consult  the 
wishes  and  convenience  of  the  House. 
They  should  be  at  any  rate  produced  in 
the  course  of  the  quarter. 

Mr.  Hwmey  thought  he  had  a  right  to 
complain  of  the  treatment  he  received, 
when,  after  repeatedly  giving  way,  as  he 
had  done,  he  only  asked  that  the  House 
should  In  substance  have  the  advantage  of 
the  Bill  about  to  be  brought  in  shortly 
after  it  shall  have  passed,  that  the  Chan- 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  should  refuse  to 
do  more  than  promise  the  accounts  he 
(Mr.  T.)  had  called  for  in  the  course  of 
the  ensuing  quarter.  It  was  not  necessary 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
should  refuse  to  comply  with  a  reooest  so 
reasonable,  to  shew  that  he  (Mr.  T.)  had 
little  or  no  weight  in  the  House;  if  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  wished  for 
a  triumph  over  him,  he  had  it  already ;  as 
every  one  knew  very  well,  that,  had  not 
the  horn  gentleman  near  him  (Mr.  Bankes) 
taken  up  the  business  for  him,  he  could 
never  have  succeeded  in  accomplishing 
the  object  he  bad  in  view.  He  had  no 
rights  to  ask  that  hon.  gentleman  to 
aland  by  him  again ;  but  he  was  sure  if 
he  were  to  say  but  half  a  word  for  him, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would' 
give  fip  his  opposition. 

The  CkmieeUor  if  ike  Redkquer  had  no 
wish  unnecessarily  to  oppose  the  right 
hon.  gentleman :  all  be  desired  was,  not 
to  be  tied  down  to  any  particular  day. 
Bo  should  honourably  redeem  the  pledge 


he  had  given,  but  be  wished  to  be  allowed 
to  exercise  his  discretion  as  to  the  precise 
time, 

Mr.  Long  thought  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  had  forgot  what  he  bad  stated  to  be 
the  object  of  his  motion  on  a  former 
nighty  which  was  the  production  of  the 
accounts  sufficiently  early  in  the  session 
for  a  committee  to  sit  on  them,  and  make 
a  report  before  its  close.  His  right  hon. 
friend  had  engaged  for  the  papers  being 
forthcoming,  and  ought  he  to  sufier  him* 
self  to  be  fiirther  tied  down  ? 

Mr.  Tkmey  explained.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  he  re. 
marked,  had  said,  and  the  assertion  was 
accompanied  with  a  loud  cheer,  that  the 
month  of  May  was,  of  all  others,  the  best 
month  for  the  production  of  these  papers. 
He  again  asserted,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  easy,  as  nothing  was  more  reason- 
able, than  to  produce  these  accounts  in 
February.  He  had  no  wish  to  renew  the 
contest  with  ministers;  he  should  be  con- 
tent to  have  the  worst  of  it,  provided  the 
country  wu  not  the  suflferer.  He  willingly 
admitted  the  prowess  of  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Excheouer,  and  acknow* 
lodged  he  had  fought  like  a  dragon  fa 
laugh].  Of  all  the  cautious  gentlemen  ne 
had  ever  known  on  the  subject  of  the  civil 
list,  he  had  never  met  with  one  who 
moved  with  such  wary  steps  as  the  right 
hon.  gentleman.  All  he  should  now  add 
was,  Uiat  if  not  produced  in  February,  he 
should  move  for  the  accounts. 

Mr.  Lai^  denied  having  said  that  May 
was,  of  all  others,  the  best  month  for  the 
production  of  these  accounts.  He  had 
accounted  for  the  delay  which  had  been 
complained  of  on  a'  former  occasion,  as 
arising,  not  from  the  late  period  at  which 
the  committee  was  appointed,  but  from 
their  having  waited  a  considerable  time 
for  some  gentlemen  who  did  not  attend. 

Mr.  FsMonfty  recollected  perfectly  well 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said 
the  month  of  May  was  that  in  which  the 
fullest  attendance  might  be  expected.  If 
the  committee  referred  to,  had  lost  tilne 
in  waiting  for  gentlemen  who  did  not  at- 
tend, those  who  composed  the  committee 
must  have  uncommon  patience,  as  tlio 
gentlemen  who  absented  themselves  had 
previously  given  notice,  when  it  was 
found  they  were  not  to  have  the  power  of 
sending  for  persons  and  papen^  that  it 
was  their  intention  to  suy  away* 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 
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Fbbs   op   Couhts   op   Justice.]    Sir 
John  Newport  rose,  in  pursuance  of  notice, 
to  submit  a  motion  to  the  House  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Fees  taken  In  Courts  of  Jus- 
tice. Preparatory  to  his  motioni  he  moved 
V'  That  the  seTeral  entries  in  the  Journal 
of  the  House*  of  the  28ih  of  June  and  the 
11th  of  July,  in  the  last  session,  of  the 
Address  agreed  to  by  this  House  to  be 
presented  to  the  Prince  Regent,  that  he 
^oold  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  di- 
.  rections  that  there  be  laid  before  this 
House  a  report  of  all  proceedings  had  by 
▼trtue  of  a  commission  under  the  Great 
Seal,  for  examining  the  duties,  salaries,  and 
emoluments,  of  the  several  officers,  clerks, 
and  ministers  of  justice,  and  for  reporting 
what  regulations  may  be  fit  to  be  esta- 
blished with  respect  to  the  same ;  for  the 
institution  of  which  commission  an  hum- 
ble Address  was  presented  to  bis  Majesty 
by  this  House,  on  the  ISth  day  of  June 
1799;*-4ind  of  his  Royal  Highness's  An* 
ewer  thereto,  that  he  would  ffi?e  direc- 
tions as  desired  by  the  said  Address,  might 
be  read,''  and  the  same  were  read.  He  also 
moved,  *'  That  the  several  entries  in  the 
Journal  of  this  House,  of  the  28th  of  June  and 
the  1  lthofJuly,intbe  last  session,  of  the  Ad- 
dress agreed  to  by  this  House  to  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
issue  a^commission  under  the  Great  Seal, 
for  examining  the   duties,  salaries,  and 
emoluments  of  the  several  officers,  clerks, 
and  ministers   of  justice  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  and  for  reporting  what  regula- 
tions may  be  fit  to  be  established  respect- 
ing the  same  ;   and  to  direct  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  such  commission  may  be  laid 
before  parliament  as  early  as  may  be  after 
the  commencement  of  the  ensuing  session ; 
*— and  of  his  Royal  Highnesses  Ansvrer 
thereto,  that  he  would  give  directions  as 
desired  by  the  said  Address,  misht  be 
read."    The  same  being  read  accordingly, 
the  right  hon.  baronet  said,  that  having 
understood  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  Batburst)  that  no  commis- 
non  had  been  appointed,  and  bearing  in 
mind  the  fate  of  a  similar  address  in  1799, 
in  consequence  of  which  no  efTectual  steps 
bad,  in  fact,  been  taken,  he  bad  given 
notice  of  the  motion  which  he  should  then 
bring  forward.    The  roinistersof  the  crown 
had  bad  four  or  five  months  to  appoint  the 
commission,  and  yet  no  commission  was 
said  to  have  been  formed.    A  sufficient 
reason    for  a  most  minute  investigation 
into  the  feet  taken  in  the  courts  of  justice 
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was  contained  in  this  extraordinary  fiact, 
that  the  poundage  actually  taken  on  OMHiey 
paid  into  courts  was  at  present  one  shilling, 
while   by  a  resolution  of   the  House  of 
Lords  of  1732,  it  was  fixed  at  (^    Soch 
a  crying  enormity  was  a  sufficient  gronnd, 
even  if  it  bad  been  a  solitary  one,  for  the 
Address  which  had  been  voted.    Bat  it 
mattered  not  what  were  the  grounds  f<ir 
the  Address,  it  had  been  voted  by  the 
House,  and  graciously  answered  by  the 
crown  ;  yet  the  ministers  were  determined 
that  the  intentions  of  the  House  should 
not  be  fiilfilled.     It  was   said,    that  no 
commission  was  made  out,  but  the  names 
of  some  of  the  persons  to  be  appointed 
commissioners  were  known.    Among  them 
were  two  masters  in  Chancery.     These 
masters  in  Chancery  were  to  inquire  into 
the  exactions  of  officers  of  justice— into 
their  own  exactions.    He  could  very  well 
conceive  how  the  intentions  of  the  Hoose 
had   been    frustrated.     In  the  minority 
against  the  Address  there  went  out  of  the 
House  three  cabinet  ministers,  and  among 
them  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  him 
(Mr,  Batburst),  the  one  most  immediately 
connected  by  affinity  to  the  head  of  the 
department  to  which  the  execution  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Hoose  belonged.    The 
fate  of  the  addreu  of  1799,  and  the  pre- 
sent delay  would,  he  trusted,  persuade  the 
Hoose  of  the  necessity  of  exercising  their 
rights,  and  of  shewing  that  there  was  no 
power  in  the  country  that  could  success- 
fully frustrate  a  public  inquiry.     His  in- 
tention was  to    fo1k>w  up    his    present 
motion,  by  moving  that  there  be  entered 
on  the  same  Journals  which  contained  the 
answer  to  the  Address,  which  stated  that 
the  wishes  of  the  House  should  be  com- 

Slied  with,  a  resolution  that  the  Prince 
Regent's  ministers  had  frustrated  his  gra- 
cious intentions,  with  soch  further  censure 
as  should  appear  expedient.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving,  ''  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  royal  highnett 
the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  will  be  gra- 
ciously pleaded  to  give  directions  that 
there  be  laid  before  this  House,  a  copy  of 
the  Royal  Commission  issued  under  the 
Great  Seal,  appointing  commissioners  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Couru  of 
Justice  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  with 
respect  to  the  several  matters  specified  in 
the  Address  of  this  Houte  of  the  96th  day 
of  Jane  last  past,  and  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent's  most  gracious  Kxamtt 
thereto  of  the  1 1th  of  July,  and  a  sum- 
mary account  of  such  proceedings  as  may 
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hare  uImd  place  under  the  laid  Royal 
Gommiuioo." 

Mr.  Baikursi  conceif  «d  ihat  the  inipa- 
tationt  thrown  by  the  hon.  baronet  upon 
his  Majesty'a  minitlers  were  altogether 
unfoonded  and  onwarcantable.  There 
was  no  difpoiition  on  their  part«  and  he 
was  iure  there  could  be  none  on  that  of 
the  principal  officen  of  justice  in  this 
country,  to  frustrate  the  intentions  of  that 
House.  The  right  hon.  baronet  had,  how- 
ever, not  appeared  to  be  aware  of  the  dif- 
ficulty of  the  task  of  inquiring;  into  the 
duties  of  all  the  courts  of  justice  in  the 
kingdom,  as  well  as  the  fees  taken  by  all 
the  ministers  of  justice.  Such  an  inquiry 
would  require  great  ability  in  those  who 
were  to  report  upon  the  duties  of  all  the 
courts  of  justice;  and  if  it  was  meant  to 
comprehsind  all  the  ministers  of  justice, 
constables  as  well  as  others,  it  would  be 
an  inquiry  of  great  extent.  He  did  not 
understand  that  the  rale  of  poundage  aU 
Inded  to  by  the  right  hon.  baronet,  ex- 
isted in  this  part  of  the  united  empire. 
The  proposed  inquire  wu  not  merely  as 
to  fees,  but  embraced  the  whole  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  It  required  some  time 
to  consider  bow  it  was  to  be  divided  and 
executed,  ind  to  select  persons  fit  to  make 
the  investigation.  They  must  of  course 
bave  some  knowledge  of  the  laws,  and 
yet  neither  practising  barristers  nor  judges 
could  be  appointed.  If  the  rif;ht  boo. 
baronet  objected  to  masters  in  Chancery, 
against  whom  he  never  knew  till  now 
that  he  meant  to  make  any  charge,  he 
certainly  must  still  less  wish  that  prac- 
tisers  in  courts  should  be  employed.  The 
choice  must,  therefore,  bo  confined  to 
those  who,  having  attained  eminence  and 
fortune,  had  retired  from  the  duties  of 
their  profession.  But  would  they  accept 
of  such  an  office  ?  The  commission  was 
ready  to  be  issued  in  England,  as  soon  as 
n  sufficient  number  of  fit  commissioners 
should  have  been  found.  Even  within 
the  last  two  days,  one  of  those  appointed 
had  declined  the  office.  With  respect  to 
the  other  branches  of  the  United  King- 
dom, the  only  delay  was  occasioned  by 
the  necessity  of  waiting  for  the  return  of 
persons  to  whom  applications  had  been 
made,  as  government  had  no  power  to 
impose*  the  task  upon  them.  He  should 
not  object  to  the  motion. 

Sir  Samud  RomHfy  thought  the  House 
would  not  be  satisfied  with  ihe  statement 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  His  Ma- 
jesty's Bunisters  would  not  hare  acted  as 


they  bad  done,  if  they  had  wished  Co  pay 
respect  to  the  House  of  Commons. .  The 
intention  of  the  House  clearly  was,  that  a 
committee  should  be  appointed  without 
delay ;  and  the  reason  why  the  clause  in 
the  resolution,  pressing  for  a  speedy  com- 
pliance with  the  wishes  of  the  House,  had 
been  inserted,  was,  the  culpable  contempt 
which  the  Address  of  1709  had  expe* 
rienced  on  the  part  of  the  advisers  of  the 
crown.  It  had  been  said  that  there  had 
been  difficulties  in  drawing  up  the  com* 
mission,  and  in  the  choice  of  persons  to 
act  under  it  As  to  the  commission,  the 
simple  course  was  to  have  framed  it  in  the 
woids  of  the  resolution ;  nor  would  there 
have  been  any  difficulty  but  with  persons 
disposed  to  start  objections,  and  shew 
themselves  wiser  than  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. As  to  the  persons,  he  did  not  see 
why  practising  barristers  should  not  be 
appointed,  as  they  were  the  most  disin* 
terested  and  most  competent  persons  thai 
could  be  fixed  on.  He  did  not  doubt  the 
honour  or  the  respectability  of  the  per- 
sons appointed  to  act  under  the  commis- 
sion, but  the  public  would  expect  to  see 
persons  perfectly  disinterested;  and  in- 
deed it  Was  a  most  invidious  situation  for 
judicial  persons  to  be  placed  in.  The 
motion  for  an  Address  was  canied  by  the 
vote  of  a  master  in  Chancery,  who  voted 
for  it,  because  his  own  office  was  to  be 
inquired  into;  and  now  a  master  in  Chan* 
eery  wu  to  be  made  a  member  of  the 
commission  employed  to  inquire!  Ho 
hoped,  if  farther  delay  took  place,  or  if 
the  commission  was  not  properly  acted 
on,  the  House  would  take  the  matter  into 
its  own  hands,  and  appoint  a  committee 
on  the  subject. 

The  SoHckor  General  was  surprised  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  who  had 
spoken  last  should  object  to  the  appoint^ 
ment  of  persons  in  judicial  situations  to 
execute  the  duties  in  Question.  In  17S2, 
whta  a  commission  of  a  similar  descrip- 
tion vras  appointed,  founded  on  absolute 
accusations,  the  supreme  judges  of  the 
court  of  King's-bench,  court  of  Common- 
pleas,  court  of  Exchequer,  Ecclesiastical 
court,  and  Admiralty  court,  were  selected 
as  the  persons  most  competent  to  perform 
the  duty ;  that  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman should  object  to  any  person  in  a 
judicial  situation  being  now  appointed  to 
execute  the  office,  therefore,  excited  his 
utmost  astonishment.  At  that  time  be 
was  sure  they  would  not  have  agreed  to 
a  resolution  which  went  directly  to  throw 
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«  tlor  on  all  the  coarU  in  the  kingdom, 
from  the  court  of  Chancery  down  to  the 
court  Baron,  without  a  statement  of  facts 
having  been  laid  before  them.    It  could 
not    perhaps   be  said,  that  amongst  the 
number  of  persons  who  were  connected 
with  the  courts  of  justice,  there  were  not 
some  who  would  receire  fees  that  they 
were  not  entitled  to;   but  he  was  con* 
Tinced,  if  any  such  transaction  were  dis- 
covered, and  brought  before  the  court  in 
which  it  took  place,  the  party  concerned 
would  be  puni^ed  as  far  as  the  power  of 
the   judges  allowed  them    to    proceed. 
With  respect  to  the  observations  which 
bad  been  made  relative  to  the  impropriety 
of  placing  two  masters  in  Chancery  on 
the  commission,  he  was  sure  it  could  not 
be   supposed,   although    expedition  fees 
were  demanded  in  the  masters  office,  that 
such  demand   was  sanctioned  by  them. 
Tfafe  suspicion  thus  expressed,  struck  him 
as  proclaiming   to  the  world    that  the 
masters  were  not  worthy  of  their  situa- 
tions ; — such  must  be  the  inferenee,  when 
it  was  insiquated  that  they  ought  not  to 
be  intrusted    with    the   examination    of 
abuses  said  to  exist  in- their  offices.    It 
was  admitted,  that  they  were  the  persons 
best  capable  of  judging  of  the  manner  in 
which  their  business  should  be  conducted ; 
and  yet  it  was  said  that  they  ought  not 
to  be  employed  on  the  commission,  be- 
cause part  of  the  investigation  affected  the 
offices  which  they  held.    As  to- the  charge 
made  against  his  Majesty's  ministers,  that 
they  had  endeavoured  to   frustrate    the 
effect  of  this  resolution,  it  was  utterly 
groundless.    If  the  commission  had  even 
been  settled  the    day   after   parliament 
closed,  it  would  not  have  been  possible  to 
have  made  a  report  at  this  time  worth 
laying  on  the  table  of  the  House.    Who- 
ever the  persons  appointed  to  execute  the 
business  might  be,  their  duty  would  be 
one  of  immense  labour ;  since  they  would 
have  to  investigate  the  duties,  and  exa- 
mine the  fees  of  every  court  of  justice  in 
the  kingdom.      On  a  former    occasion, 
though   a  separate  body  of  persons  was 
appointed  to  inspect  the  different  courts 
of  justice,  as  weH  as  the  ecclesiastical 
courts,  it  was  found  almost  impossible  to 
mak^  any  progress.     A  commission  had 
now  been  prepared,  two  of  the  members 
of  which  were  undoubtedly  masters   in 
Chancery ;  but  it  was  too  much  to  assume, 
therefore,  that  the  ministers  of  the  crown 
wished  to  fmstrate  the  intentions  of  the 
House,    The  nature  of  their  office  did  not 
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disqualify  masters  in  Chancery  from  being 
employed  on  such  an  occasion,  any  more 
than  it  had  prevented  the  judges,  vrbo 
were  attached  to  the  commission  of  1732; 
who  formed,  however,  rather  the  oma* 
mental  than  the  acting  part  of  that  com* 
mission.  In  his  opinion,  there  was  no 
neeessity  for  the  present  application  of  the 
right  hon.  baronet ;  since  it  had  not  been 
shewn  that  any  member  of  the  govern- 
ment harboured  a  wish  to  frustrate  the 
commission  to  which  it  referred. 

Sir  5.  l{omt%  denied  that  he  bad  said, 
or  meant  to  say,  that  the  mastert  in  Chan- 
cery ought  to  be  excluded  from  the  com- 
mission, because  they  would  be  calfed 
upon  to  examine  matters  which  conceraed 
themselves.  His  only  reason  for  wishing 
that  those  gentlemen  should  not  be  em- 
ployed on  the  commission  was,  became 
all  the  parties  connected  with  it  ought, 
in  his  mind,  to  be  totally  indifiereot ;  and 
be  did  not  wish  to  see  any  of  them  placed 
in  what  he  thought,  and  stated'  to  be,  an 
invidious  situation,  which  called'  upon 
them  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  fees 
received  in  their  own  offices  by  person 
employed  under  themselves. 

The  SoUdicr  Gfenerai  said,  that  bis  ob- 
servation did  not  refer  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  speech,  but  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  right  hon.  baronet, 
.who  asserted  that  the  ministers  of  the 
crown  were  endeavouring  to  frustrate  the 
intentions  of  parliament,  by  calling  on 
masters  in  Chancery  to  examine  into  the 
abuses  of  their  own  department. 

Mr.  Abercrombie  expressed  his  surprise 
at  the  soreness  evinced  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  on  the  other  side,  and 
by  so  many  of  his  friends,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  resolution  which  gave  rise  to 
the  debate.    There  was  so  much  sneering 
and  cavilling  against  this  resolution,  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  wilh.  respect  to  the  feeling 
which  it  excited.    Bat  he  trusted  that  the 
House  would /Still  persevere  in  maintaining 
its  resolution,  and  that  the  hostility  which 
it  experienced  would  determine  them  to 
increase  that  perseverance  until  the  salu- 
tary object  in  view  should  be  effectually 
attained.    The  House  were  called  upon 
to  consider,  first,  whether  the  delav  in 
complying  with    the    resolution    of  the 
House  had  been   sufficiently    accounted 
for;    and  second,    whether    the  persons 
about  to  be  appointed  to  execute  the  com- 
mission were  the  most  eligible  that  could 
be  chosen.     With  respect  to  the  delay, 
he  contended  that  there  had  been  a  direct 
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breach  of  the  order  of  tbe  Hooae ;  which 
the  hon.  and  learoed  gentleman  had  failed 
10  disprove,  by  staling  that  no  report 
could  have  been  made  at  lo  early  a  period. 
The  order  was,  that  a  commission  should 
be  named,  and  thai  the  proceedings  hgd 
under  it  should  be  laid  before  the  House 
as'  soon  as  pouible  sfler  the  commence- 
ment of  the  ensuing  session.  The  object 
of  parliament  was,  that  no  time  should  be 
lost  in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  what  had 
been  done  under  the  commission ;  a  con- 
clusive report  was  by  no  means  coptem- 
plated  ;  and  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
Ihe  House  from  obtaining  partial  informa* 
tion  on  the  subject  As  lo  ihe  second 
point,  it  was  argued,  that  judges  were 
very  improper  persons  to  place  on  such  a 
commission.  The  answer  given  to  this 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  was, 
that,  on  a  former  occasion,  the  judges  were 
•o  employed,  and  it  would  be  wrong  to 
arraign  so  grave  a  precedent.  But  the 
bon.  and  learned  gentleman  destrofed  his 
own  argument,  by  observing,  that  the 
judges  attached  to  the  commission  of  1732, 
belonged  to  the  ornamental,  not  to  the 
working  department.  If  they  had  been 
actively  employed,  it  would  have  been 
aztremeiy  wrong ;  for,  however  respect- 
able their  characters  might  be,  it  was  not 
very  customary  to  appoint  persons  to  in- 
vestigate abuses  supposed  to  have  taken 
place  in  offices  to  which  they  were  them- 
selves attached.  With  respect  to  the  two 
masters  in  Chancery  who  had  been 
named  on  the  commission,  he  knew  them 
both  to  be  most  correct  and  honourable 
men.  To  one  of  them  he  owed  great 
obligations,  and  he  entertained  for  him  a 
very  warm  esteem ;  but  he  sincerely 
wished,  for  that  inestimable  individual  s 
sake,  that  he  had  declined  to  accept  the 
appointment.  When  a  master  in  Chancery 
was  appointed  to  suck  a  Situation,  he  be- 
came, in  fact,  both  witness  and  judge*  If 
abuses  were  alleged  to  exist  in  the  mas- 
ters office,  who  could  be  called  on  to 
prove  or  rebut  the  statement,  but  the 
roasters  themselves  ?  Under  such  circum- 
stances, to  nominate  to  the  commission 
two  masters  in  Chancery  out  of  five  per- 
sons who  were  to  compose  it,  appeared 
to  him  very  objectiunable.  He  meant 
not  to  impute  any  thing  improper  to  the 
persons  who  were  thus  placed*  in  an  invi- 
dious sitaation ;  but  he  hoped  the'present 
discussion  would  have  the  eft'eci  of  making 
ihem  re-consider  ihe  decision  they  had 
come  to  in  aecepting  the  office  ot  com- 
(Y0L.2UUX.) 
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misstoners ;  and,  if  not,  that  it  would  causa 
government  lo  review  the  selection  they 
had  made. 

Mr.  Addingi€n  stated,  that  it  was  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  find  persons  calcu* 
lated  lo  fill  the  situation :  it  called  for  a 
combination  of  qualifications.  From  his 
own  personal  knowledge  he  could  de* 
dare,  that,  for  the  last  three  months,  un- 
remitting exertions  had  been  made  to  pro- 
cure efficient  commissioners:  some  bad 
declined  on  the  overture  being  made; 
others  demanded  time  ta*consider  of  it; 
and  a  gentleman  of  great  ability,  whoso 
services  were  confidently  anticipated,  had 
thai  very  day  stated  his  inability  to  accept 
of  the  office. 

Mr.  Ponionfry,  after  observing  that  Ire* 
land  was,  notwithstanding  the  remark  of  a 
right  hon.  gentleman,  entitled  to  the  sama 
consideration  from  the  legislature  at  Great 
Britain,  expressed  his  astonishment  that 
the  commission  alluded  to  had  not  beea 
sooner  appointed,  in  compliance  with  tbe 
Address  of  that  House.  Whether  it  waa 
or  was  not  wise  to  adopt  this  commission^ 
he  would  not  stop  to  argue :  it-  had  been 
formed,  ^nd  therefore,  on  that  point,  all 
argument  would  be  superfluous.  Although 
it  might  be  .a  fortunate  measure,  he  wae 
sure,  to  some  gentlemen,  it  was  a  most  un- 
pleasant one,  and  they  bad  led  no  means  unr 
tried  toprejudice  the  House  against  it.  Witb 
respect  to  the  resolution  then  before  themy 
he  was  convinced  that  the  House  could 
not  come  to  a  vote  more  inefuUoibe  public 
or  more  consonant  with  the  public  inte- 
rest. He  referred  panieolar(y  to  Ireland, 
where  this  vote  would  give  the  greatest 
pleasure.  There  were,  be  knew,  persons 
in  that  country,  to  whom  this  measure 
was  not  agreeable,  for  he  had  made  par- 
ticular inquiries  on  the  subject;  but  to 
the  enlightened  part  of  the  Irish  public, 
no  measure  could  give  greater  satisfaction. 
As  to  its  being  difficult  to  find  commis- 
sioners, he  would  only  obsei ve,  that  if  his 
Majesty's  ministers  took  the  advice  of  bis 
hon.  and  learned  friend  (sir  S.  Bomilly), 
he  would  provide  them  witt^  a  list  of  per« 
sons  calculated  for  the  situation,  against 
whom  no  objection  whatever  .could  be 
urged. 

Mr.  Bathnni  disclaimed  any  intention 
of  Bitserting  or  insinuating  that  Ireland 
did  not,  since  the  Union,  poost^ss  as  much 
right  to  the  consideration  of  that  House 
as  any  other  part  of  the  empire. 

Mr.  FoMonby  observed,  thut  he  had  be* 
fore  remarked  upon  what  tbe  right  hon. 
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gentleman  bad  said,  bat,  he  now  under- 
•tood  what  he  meant  to  say. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Sir  Jokn  Newport  then  said,  that  he  h^ 
to  move  for  a  return  of  fees  in  an  office, 
thtf  feeii  of  which  were  specifically  pre- 
scribed by  act  of  parliament ;  and  the  ob» 
ject  of  his  motion  was  to  ascertain  whe* 
ther  any,  and  how  much  more  than  the 
legal  fees,  were  exacted.  The  office  to 
which  he  alluded  was  that  of  register  of 
deeds  in  Ireland,  in  which  he  understood 
that  a  considerable  augmentation  of  fees 
had  taken  place,  especially  within  the 
last  two  or  three  months.  According  to 
his  infornoation,  indeed  he  might  say 
within  bis  knowledge,  that  the  fees  of  this 
office,  which  si^  months  ago  were  three 
or  fourofold  beyond  what  was  allowed  by 
the  Act  referred  to,  had  within  the  last 
two  or  three  months  been  doubled  under 
a  gentleman  who  bad  succeeded  by  rever- 
■ion  to  ihe  office  of  register.  The  right 
lion,  baronet  concluded  wilh  moving, 
''  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House,  an 
account  of  the  rate  of  feesdemanded  or  taken 
in  the  office  of  register  of  deeds  in  Ireland, 
for  entries,  certificates,  or  copies  of  deeds, 
under  or  exceeding  the  length  of  one  hua* 
dred  words ;  distinguishing  the  same  seve* 
rally,  and  also  notingwhether  such  fees  are 
payable  to  the  register  or  his  deputy,  and 
whether  any  and  what  altieration  has  taken 
''place  in  such  rate  of  fee  during  seven  years 
last  past.''  He  also  moved, "  That  there  be 
laid  before  this  House,  an  account  of  the 
number  of  writs  ofloikai  issued  put  of  the 
•everal  law  courts  of  Ireland  during  seven 
years  last  past ;  distinguishing  each  year, 
und  whether  for  sums  under  or  above  the 
amount  of  twenty  pounds.''  The  right 
bon.  baronet  dwelt  upon  the  oppression  to 
which  individuals,  especially  of  thej>oorer 
order,  were  subject  Uirou^  the  operation 
of  these  wriu;  and  he  expressed  a  hope, 
that  when  the  fticts  were  before  the  House, 
it  would  see  the  necessity  of  adopting 
•ome  remedy  for  an  abuse  very  generally 
complained  of  in  Ireland. 

The  /notions  were  agreed  to. 

laisB  Taxbs.]  Mr.  PHzgeraM  having 
moved,  **  That  the  Resolutions  of  the  com* 
saitte  on  Irish  custome  duties  be  entered  as 
read,'*  ami  "  that  instructions  be  given 
to  the  committee  appointed  to  bring  in 
certain  bills  connected  with  Ireland,  to 
make  provisions  pursuant  to  those  icsolo- 
lions." 

Sir  /•  Ncitpm  lainadf  artod  tt  looia 
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length  on  the  right  bon.  gentleman's 
system  of  imposts,  and  contended,  that 
the  proposed  assimilaCfon  of  English  and 
Irish  duties  must  have  the  effect  of  crush- 
ing Ireland.     He  particularly  applied  bis 
observations  to  the  Timber  Act,  which  he 
considered  oppressive  and  injurione.     In 
England,  the  farmer  might  have  recoune 
to  the  home  timber  for  his  necessary  res 
•flairs,^    and  was  consequently  exeoipted 
from  paying  any  duty.     The  case  was 
^ery  different  in  Ireland  :     the  farmer 
must  there  purchase  what  he  wanted  at 
the  timber-yard,  and  on  this  he  paid  an 
extravagant  duty.    The  impost  on  timber 
had  also  a  very  serious  efiect  on  the  pro- 
vision-trade ;    that  trade    which   princi- 
pally enabled  Ireland  to  pay  for  British 
manufactures.     On  the  article  of  staves, 
so  necessary  for  that  trade,  the  doty  was 
carried  up,  at  one  step,  from  7d,  to  25«. 
The  consequence  was,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  now  found  it  necessary  to  mo- 
dify Che  enactment  of  last  session.    The 
rignt  hon.  baronet  then  argued  strongly 
on  the  impropriety  of  hurrying  measures 
of  such  magnitude  through  *  the   House, 
Without  any  previous  communication  from 
those  who  were  interested  in  them;  and 
expressed  bis  intention,  if  no  other  gentle* 
man  interfered,  to  move  for  a  standing 
order,  by  which  a  proper  period  for  com* 
monication  between  the  Irish  representa- 
tives and  their  constituents  would  be  al- 
lowed, before  any  measure  of  importance 
to  the  sister  country  was  suffered  to  pass. 
He  was  perfectly  certain,  that  if  this  assi- 
milation system  were  pursued,  they  would 
find  an  increasing  taxation,   but  a  de- 
creasing revenue.     It  was  futile  to  think 
of  a  similarity  of  taxes,  without  a  simi* 
larity  of  advsintages. 

Mr.  W,  Putgerald  said,  that  be  felt 
himself  called  upon  to  observe  on  what 
had  fallen  from  his  right  hon.  friend ;  but 
h  would  not  be  necessary  for  him  to  tres- 
pass long  upon  the  time  of  the  House,  nor 
perhaps  justifiable,  after  the  patient  hear- 
ing with  which  he  had  been  honoured  on 
a  preceding  occasion,  when  he  culled  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  subject  now 
before  it.  With  respect  to  what  had  been 
said  of  the  pressure  of  these  duties  upon 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people  of  Ireland, 
he  appealed  to  the  House,  he  would  ap- 
peal to  the  right  hon.  baronet  himself 
(with  whom,  although  they  were  fre- 
quently politically  opposed,  he  had  the 
pleasure  of  many  communications  upon 
ibe  sobgect  of  public  business)!  if  he  bad 
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not.  up«|i  eTery  occwion*  expressed  him- 
self deeply  i^niible  of  the  weight  of  those 
barthe^Sy  which  the  uoexampled  expen- 
diture of  the  country,  end  the  efforts  made 
by  ell  parts  of  the  empire,  had  rendered 
it  necessary  to  impose  upon  Ireland*  He 
had  repeatedly  stated^  and  stated  with  re- 
gcetj  that  the  day  was  fast  approaching, 
when  it  would  be  incumbent  on  parlia- 
ment to  take  a  general  view  of  the  finan* 
cial  situation  of  that  country.  He  had 
avoided  as  long  as  possible  to  recur  to 
those  measures  of  direct  taxation,  by 
which  she  would  be  called  on  to  contri- 
bute  her  share  of  the  common  burthen. 
The  right  hon.  baronet  had  said,  that  the 
burthens  upon  the  people  of  Ireland  were 
already  so  great,  that  it  would  be  impos" 
sible  to  go  any  further  in  the  way  of  taxa* 
tion.  Without  stopping  to  examine  the 
accuracy  of  that  assertion,  it  must  at 
least  be  admitted,  thai  it  afforded  some 
justification  of  the  duties  which  he  had 
proposed,  because  it  removed  that  part 
of  the  argument  which  imputed  to  him, 
ts  a  blame,  that  the  measures  would  bear 
beavily  on  some  parts  of  the  community  ; 
smd  convinced  be  was,  that  if  either  of 
the  right  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  filled 
Ibat  situation  which  he  had  the  honour  to 
bold,  they  would  feel,  as  be  did,  bound  to 
propose  soma  plan  to  defray  that  share  of 
the  joint  contribution,  which,  by  the  arti- 
cles of  the  Union,  Ireland  was  bound  to 
provide.  If  the  right  hon.  baronet  bad 
thought  last  session,  when  these  taxes 
were  proposed,  that  the  burthens  on  Ire- 
land were  then  so  great  that  they  would 
not  admit  of  any  augmentation — if  be  bad 
thought  that  the  time  was  then  come, 
when  we  should  have  been  justified  to  re- 
view the  measure  of  the  contribution 
which  Ireland  was  bound  to  furnish,  he 
was  sure  the  right  hon.  baronet  would  not 
have  shrunk  from  saying  so  in  his  place  in 
parliament.  The  right  bon.  baronet,  how- 
ever, did  not  think  it  necessary  to  take 
any  such  step;  and  the  leading  objections 
to  this,  along  with  the  other  impositions 
which  he  (Mr.  Fitzgerald)  had  made,  had 
been  anticipated  by  himself ;  but  on  the 
grounds  on  which  he  had  orged  them, 
they  had  received  the  unanimous  concur- 
rence of  the  llouse.  The  object  of  the 
{>resenC  Bill  was,  to  establish,  by  an  act  of 
egislature,  those  modifications  which  the 
Irish  government  had  found  it  expedient 
to  make  (upon  its  own  responsibility)  in 
the  act  of  last  session,  in  consequence  of 
the  difficulties  encountered  by  indifidi|als. 
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who  had  made  shipments  under  the  law 
as  it  stood  before. 

Gentlemen  would  see,  in  this  case,  the 
difference  between  a  mere  augmentadon 
of  duty  and  an  alteration  of  the  scale,  for 
which  latter,  persons  might  not  be  pre- 
pared. The  lords  of  the  Treasury  of  Ire- 
land felt  that  they  ought  to  take  that  re* 
sponsibility  updki' themselves,  and  apply 
to  parliament  for  a  justification,  rather  than 
suffer  the  inconvenienep  and  loss  to  indi- 
viduals, which  must  otherwise  have  re- 
sulted from  the  strict  execution  of  the  act 
of  last  session* 

When  he  introduced  those  duties,  he 
had  stated,  amongst  the  grounds  which 
induced  him  to  propose  them,  his  wish 
not  only  to  equaliae  the  duties  of  customs 
in  Ireland  to  those  of  England,  but  to 
assimilate*  as  far  as  possible*  the  mode  of 
collection  in  the  two  countries.  In  his  view 
of  that  subject,  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  with  the  general  approbation  of  the 
House;  and  it  was  a  principle,  of  whicb« 
generally,  he  was  sore  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  would  not  disapprove.  He  also 
stated  another  principle  dpon  which  tbeie 
duties  were  founded;  viz.  that  of  coo* 
tributing,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  the 
internal  improvement  of  Ireland,  to  the 
great  and  general  interests  of  the  whole 
empire*  Amongst  the  most  important 
were  iMir  colonial  trade,  and  the  encoa^ 
ragement  of  our  shipping.  He  certainly 
would  not  interfere  with  the  particular  in- 
terests of  Ireland  to  promote  these  ol^ecta  ; 
but  where- he  could  make  these  interests 
concurrent^  be  thought  it  hi^  doty  to  do  sow 

He  had  upon  a  fornftr  occasion,  when 
his  right  hon.  friend  was  not  present,  ad- 
verted to  the  great  misunderstanding  and 
misrepresentation  that  had  prevailed  upon 
the  subject  of  some  of  these  duties,  which 
had  by  no  means  been  increased  to  suck 
an  extent  as  the  gentlemen  who,  we  were 
told,  were  about  to  petition  parliament, 
had  been  led  to  believe.  There  was  one 
material  circnmsunce  which  he  had  before 
stated,  and  which,  if  his  right  hon.  friend 
had  known  or  had  recollected,  would,  he 
was  sure,  not  have  escaped  his  acuteness  ta 
argument,  or  hie  candour  in  debate ;  viz. 
that  for  five  years  before  these  duties  were 
laid  on,  when  an  intercourse  with  the 
Baltic  was  inter'apted  by  the  war»  the 
price  of  timber  in  Ireland  was  higher  than 
it  was  at  present,  inclusive  of  the  old  and 
additional  duties;  and  yet  no  complaint 
was  then  made.     It  had  been  urged,  and 

not  unfairly^  Utai»  after  haviog  bomo  thff 
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privations  which  had  arisen  from  the  war, 
the  people  had  a  right  to  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantages resulting  from  peace ;  and  that 
theffetbre  it  was  wrong  to  impose  those 
duties  upon  timber,  the  effect  being  to 
keep  op  the  price  as  high  as  it  was  during 
hostilities.  To  the  former  part  of  the 
proposition  he  was  ready  to  assent,  but 
the  necessities  of  the  country  did  not 
permit  him  to  act  upon  it.  It  was  indis- 
pensably necessary  that  Ireland  should 
make  great  sacrifices.  He  saw  no  prospect 
of  a  diminution  of  her  burthens ;  and  those 
who,  like  the  right  hon.  baronet,  well 
knew  her  financial  state,  would  not  be 
surprised  therefore  that  peace  had  not 
brought  with  it  to  Ireland  all  the  advan- 
tages which,  under  other  circumstances, 
would  have  resulted  from  it.  But  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  that  the  most  favourable 
moment  for  imposfog  these  duties,  was  the 
one  when  the  price  bf  the  article  was  about 
lo  decline,  because  it  prevented  their  im- 
position from  being  severely  fdt. 

The  right  hon.  baronet  had  adverted  to 
•ne  or  two  other  topics,  upon  which  it 
would  only  be  necessary  for  him  to  say  a 
word  or  two :  the  first  wat,  the  proposi- 
tion for  interposing,  by  a  standing  order, 
a  ceitain  delay  in  the  progress  of  Tax- 
bills  relating  to  Ireland.  That  inconve- 
niencies  might  ensue,  in  some  instances, 
from  bills  of  that  description  being  passed 
without  the  means  of  communicating  with 
Ireland,  be  did  not  deny  ;  still  less  would 
be  deny  the  respect  which  was  doe  to  the 
sense  of  hii  constituents,  by  every  one 
who  had  a  seat  amongst  them ;  but  it  was 
a  principle  quite  new  to  him,  and  he  be- 
lieved quite  new  to  the  House,  that  when 
the  representatives  of  the  people  were  as- 
sembled, or  ought  to  be  assembled,  it  was 
necessary  to  impede  the  progress  of  public 
business,  in  order  to  have  communications 
out  of  doors.  His  right  hon.  friend  would, 
be  was  sure,  upon  a  little  reflection,  see 
the  serioQs  inconvenience  that  must  result 
from  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure. 
With  regard  to  the  very  Act  which  it  was 
now  proposed  to  modify,  an  Act  imposing 
duties  of  customs,  if  the  delay  proposed 
by  the  right  hon.  baronet  bad  taken  place, 
it  would  have  led  to  such  an  extent  of 
speculation,  and  prodi^ced  so  many  other 
inco^veniencies,  that  parliament  would 
have  felt  itself  bound  to  interfere  to  remedy 
them.  [Mr.  Fonsonby  said,  that  the  stock 
in  hand  might  be  surcharged  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act].  Mr.  W.  Fitzgerald 
waidf  that  in  many  inataocea  it  might,  in 
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seme  it  was  the  case ;  bat^  there  were 
many  articles  thatcould  not  be  surcharged 
in  that  manner,  and  timber  was  one  of 
them ;  not  one  out  of  fifty,  which  were  the 
objects  of  the  Custom  Duties  Bill,  had.been 
so  charged,  nor  was  it  usual  to  charge 
them :  that  suggestion,  indeed,  would 
apply  to  whatever  there  was,  of  which 
excise  had  be^n  usually  taken.  But  it  was 
not  necessary  now  to  enlarge  upon  thit 
subject ;  it  would  be  time  enough' to  dis- 
cuss it  when  the  proposition  was  made. 
If  the  statement  which  he  had  made  was 
not  satisfactory,  be  should  lament  iL  He 
should  have  gone  perhaps  into  greater 
length,  if  he  were  not  aware  that  almost 
every  gentleman  who  now  heard  him 
was  present  upon  a  former  occasion,  when 
he  went  more  into  detail  upon  this  subject. 
If  he  were  called  upon  further,  he  might, 
he  hoped,  though  it  were  irregular,  be 
permitted  to  answer.  He  would  just  say, 
and  he  had  almost  forgotten  to  advert  to 
it,  that  his  right  hon.  friend  had  entirely 
omitted  to  observe,  that  timber,  the  growth 
of  British  America,  was  admitted  almost 
free ;  that  the  staves  of  Quebec,  which 
bad  been  tried  by  the  victualling  board, 
had  been  deemed  at  least  equal  to  those 
which  bad  btren  generally  used.  He  looked 
yet  to  British  America  as  a  great  source 
of  our  supply,  and  as  the  means  of  still 
preserving  our  provision  trade,  which, 
after  the  restoration  of  general  peace, 
must  fail  miserably,  if  the  British  shipping 
interests  were  not  upheld.  Another  re- 
sult he  anticipated  would  be,  as  soon  as 
competition  was  opened,  the  diminution 
of  the  native  prices  in  Sweden  and  in 
Norway  ;  such  had  been  the  result  of  the 
high  duties  in  this  country  for  a  short  in- 
terval, and  it  would  have  been  the  result 
in  a  greater  degree,  if  the  differences  with 
America  had  not  added  the  great  freight 
and  insurance  to  the  expense  of  transport. 
The  particular  instruction  to  the  com- 
mittee, on  which  the  question  was  now  to 
be  pot,  was  a  modification  of  the  duty  on 
staves :  the  small  class  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted at  five  shillings,  and  the  colonial 
at  one.  The  other  point  (he  begged 
pardon  for  this  desultory  mode  of  debate), 
which  had  escaped  his  right  hon.  friend, 
was  that  which  he  bad  noticed  before, 
that  one  third  of  these  duties  are  to  cease 
on  the  repeal  of  the  war  duties  in  Great 
Britain  ;  and  there  was  a  provision  in  tbe 
Bill  to  that  effect.  He  should  only  now 
repeat,  that  the  object  of  the  present  Bill 
wai  merely  to  modify  the  duties  of  laM 
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•eMton;  and  if  the  gentlemen  thought  it 
neceMtry  to  bring  these  dutiei  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House  in  any  other 
shape,  the  adoption  of  those  modifications 
would  not  prevent  fhem. 

Mr.  P&nsonhy  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  let  the  measure  stand  over,  until  com- 
munications could  be  received  from  the 
people  concerned  in  the  trade.  As  to  the 
general  principles  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  stated,  he  admitted  them 
to  be  true;  but  particular  circumstances 
might  alter  the  application  of  tho»e  prin* 
cipies;  and  the  case  of  Ireland,  bethought, 
was  precisely  the  one  in  which  those 
circumstances  were  to  be  found  as  relative 
to  the  present  tax.  He  pot  at  to  the 
British  members  who  had  visited  that 
country,  whether  the  small  quantity  of 
timber  was  not  remarkable,  and  particu- 
larly in  the  growth  of  fir  ?  The  fact  was, 
that  this  latter  kind  was  in  great  disrepute 
at  home ;  they  would  rather  give  a  much 
higher  price  for  the  foreign.  He  could 
state  a  ridiculous  instance,  in  which  this 
fact  was  proved  by  an  experiment  of  a 
friend  of  his.  During  the  continuance  of 
hostilities  in  the  north,  his  friend  wished 
to  dispose  of  some  old  fir-trees ;  but  the 
timi>er*merchant  having  offered  him  what 
he  thought  much  under  their  value,  on  the 
^  ground  that  they  were  of  home  growth, 
the  expedient  adopted  by  the  gentleman 
was,  to  ship  them  off'to  Cork,  and  then 
back  again ;  after  which  he  sold  them  at 
his  own  price,  under  the  denomination  of 
foreign  timber.  Mr.  Ponsonby  said,  he 
knew  the  critical  situation  in  which  any 
man  stood  who  had  to  tax  Ireland  :  she 
was  not  in  a  sitnation  to  afford  what  wu 
expected  from  her.  As  to  the  manner  of 
estimating  the  proportion  of  contribution 
on  the  part  of  Ireland,  which  was  adopted 
at  the  time  of  the  Union,  nothing  could  be 
more  fallacious.  The  quantities  of  wine, 
spirits,  and  beer  consumed,  as  compared 
with  the  consumption  of  the  same  articles 
in  this  kingdom,  was  taken  u  furnishing 
the  proportion  of  their  respective  means ; 
but  any  man  who  knew  any  thing  of  the 
babiu  of  Ireland,  must  know  that  an  indi* 
vidual  possessed  of  any  given  property 
there,  would  consume  much  more  than 
one  possessed  of  the  same  fortune  in  Great 
Britain.  But  it  was  chargeable  with  an* 
other  fallacy,  that  consumption  was  sup- 
posed to  continue,  though  the  very  Act  of 
Union  brought  many  of  its  most  wealthy 
residenu  to  this  country.  He  was  so* 
lemnly  of  opinioDi  that  Ireland  waa  unable 


to  supply  her  proportion,  as  regulated  hj 
this  estimate.  They  ought  now  to  se* 
what  the  permanent  good  of  Ireland  re- 
quired, and  that  required  that  the  article 
under  consideration  should  be  kept>as  low 
as  possible.  The  habitations  of  the  pea- 
santry were  known  to  be  small  and  dirty ; 
the  gentry  of  Ireland  had  manifested  a 
great  disposition  to  remedy  this  evil,  and 
therefore  it  was  a  matter  of  vast  impor- 
tance that  so  desirable  an  object  should 
not  be  impeded  by  any  additional  tax 
upon  an  article  so  necessary  to  its  success. 

Mr.  W^  Fitzgerald  said,  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  adopt  the  advice  of  tho 
right  hon«  gentleman.  The  sound  inter- 
pretation of  the  Act  of  Union  he  deemed 
to  be,  that  no  tax  could  be  imposed  .in 
Ireland  upon  a  subject  not  taxed  in  Eng- 
land [here  Mr.  Ponsonby  and  sir  J.  New- 
port signified  their  dissent],  nor  could  any 
article  be  taxed  higher  in  Ireland  than  in 
England.  He  was  surprised  that  the  right 
hon.  gentlemen  had  not  taken  the  same 
view  that  he  did;  juid  he  confessed,  that 
he  should  seek  the  authority  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  that  House,  before  he  acted  on 
their  interpretation.  Bat  he  really  waa 
not  aware  of  any  articles  that  con  Id  be 
taxed,  or  of  any  old  one  that  would  admit 
of  such  an  increase  of  duty,  as  would  sop- 
ply  the  deficiency  of  revenue  which  must 
arise,  if  the  House  dissented  now  from  the 
opinion  which  it  had  held  before. 

Mr.  Peti  said,  that  he  principally  rose 
with  the  view  of  noticing  two  observations 
which  had  fallen  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate from  the  right  hof|.  gentlemen  oppo- 
site to  him.  In  thos#  observations  he 
fully  concurred,  and  he  had  heard  them 
with  great  satisfaction.  The  right  hon. 
baronet  has  said,  that  though  the  pea- 
santry of  Ireland  were  badly  lodged,  yet 
that  they  were  well  fed;  that  if  you  of- 
fered them  wheaten  bread,  they  would 
prefer  their  present  diet  to  it ;  and  that 
penury  and  scarcity  must  not  be  inferred, 
because  they  lived  principally  upon  pota- 
toes. The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said, 
that  this  was  an  improper  season  for  laying 
heavy  duties  on  timber,  when  the  landed 
proprietors  and  landholders  of  Ireland 
evinced  such  a  desire  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  the  peasantry,  and  to  admi- 
nister to  their  comforts  and  their  happi- 
ness. He  had  heard  these  observations 
with  real  satisfaction,  and  for  this  reason, 
because  they  were  in  direct  contradiction 
of  certain  unfounded  and  inflammatory 
statemenu  which  tiad  proceeded  from  a 
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quarter  from  whence  they  might  have 
been  least  expected,  and  which  they  least 
became.  He  was  glad  to  find  that  the 
two  right  hon.  gentlemen  came  forward^ 
though  not  perhaps  with  that  intention, 
to  correct  the  gross  delusion  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  country  upon  this  subject, 
and  to  contradict,  on  authority  which 
could  hardly  be  questioned,  the  still  more 
gross  misrepresentation  by  which  it  was 
attempted  to  keep  alive  and  propagate 
that  delusion.  He  was  glad  to  hear  them 
tell  this  House  and  this  country,  that  it 
was  not  true,  as  had  been  asserted,  that 
the  peasantry  of  Ireland  were  in  a  worse 
condition  than  English  swine ;  and  that  it 
was  a  libel  upon  the  landholders  of  Ire- 
l^d,  to  publish  to  the  world  that  they 
bad  no  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  their 
tenantry,  and  that  their  sole  object  is  to 
extract  from  the  wretched  peasant  a  rent 
which  he  cannot  afford  to  pay.  Mr.  Peel 
concluded  by  saying,  that  he  wished  most 
sincerely,  and  every  friend  to  Ireland 
must  wish,  that  the  comforts  of  the  pea- 
santry should  be  increased ;  he  believed 
they  were  badly  lodged,  but  he  had  every 
bope  that  their  condition  was  in  this  re- 
spect improving.  With  regar<i  to  fuel 
and  to  foiid,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
that  there  were  many  parts  of  England 
in  which  the  lower  orders«were  infinitely 
worse  provided  with  these  essential  arti- 
cles of  life  than  the  lowest  description  of 
peasantry  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Courienoy  declared,  that  there  was 
a  ipreat  and  radical  objection  to  a  tax  of 
this  nature;  it  not  only  prevented  im- 
provements in  habitations,  but  also  in 
agriculture,  anc^other  branches  of  indus- 
try.  There  was  a  manifest  spirit  of  im- 
provement in  Ireland,  which  this  tax 
would  check  and  diminish.  No.  tax  could 
be  more  injurious ;  and  he  could  not  agree 
that  there  existed  no  means  of  raising  the 
sum  upon  a  difierent  article; 

Mr.  Ro9e  could  not  understand  why  the 
duties  on  timber  should  be  so  modified  as 
to  meet  the  purposes  of  agriculture  in 
Ireland  more  than  in  EngUmd.  He  had 
always  constderedi  from  the  moment  of  the 
Union,  that  the  greatest  care  should  be 
taken  of  the  prosperity  of  Ireland;  but 
there  was  no  reason  that  any  particular 
preference  should  be  given  to  it*  The 
measure  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  very  just  and  proper. 

It  was  then  agreed,  that  it  should  be  an 
instruction  to  the  committee  to  make  a 
provision  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutiout 
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Bill.]  Mr.  Peel  moved  the  order  of  the 
day.  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
committee  on  this  Bill. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  he  had  no  objection 
whatever  to  the  principle  of  the  meaaore; 
but  he  wished  that,  in  conformity  to  the 
ancient  law  of  England  in  this  respect,  the 
vicinage  on  which  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  were  to  operate,  should  be  more  dis- 
tinctly marked.  In  many  cases  tbe  dis- 
turbance might  exist  in  a  single  parish  or 
townland ;  but  by  the  use  of  the  vague 
word  '  barony,'  it  would  frequently  hap* 
pen  that  a  large  district,  in  which  no  fiiolt 
had  been  committed,  would  nevertheless 
be  visited  wit)!  punishment.^^The  House 
then  resolved  itself  into  tbe  committee. 

Mr  Peel  expressed  his  coneurreace  in 
the  propriety  o(  the  observations  of  the 
right  hon.  baronet.  Tbe  fact  was,  that 
tbe  Bill  was  introduced  for  the  express 
purpose  of  lessening  the  burthens  of  tbe 
original  measure.  An  inconvenience 
might  arise,  however,  from  confining  tbe 
operation  of  it  to  a  too  limited  a  district. 
Indeed,  it  could  hardly  occur  that  a  dis- 
turbance should  take  place  in  a  single 
parish  or  townland  ;  and  if  it  did,  tbe  ex- 
pense that  would  fskll  on  that  spot  would 
be  too  enormous.  Perhaps  it  might  be 
well  to  give  the  lord  lieutenant  power  to 
declare  a '  part,'  or  '  parts/  in  a  state  of 
disturbance,  leaving  the  extent  to  his  dis- 
cretion.. He  would  not  actually  pledge 
himself  to  the  support  of  such  a  propo- 
sition; but  he  should  like  to  hear  what 
could  be  said  in  support  of  it ;  and  it  might 
be  embodied  in  a  clause,  and  annexed  to 
the  Bill  at  a  subsequent  period. 

Sir  •/•  Netvpori  said,  that  the  mode  hinted 
at  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  met  his 
ideas  perfectly.  His  object  was  to  narrow 
the  visitation  of  the  measure  in  any  way 
that  should  make  it  commensurate  with 
the  district  in  which  the  fault  bad  been 
committed. 

The  Bill  then  went  through  the  com- 
mittee. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday^  Nc^ember  2i. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  gave  notice  of  his 
intention,  shortly  after  the  recess,  to  sub- 
mit a  proposition  to  their  lordships,  the 
object  of  which  would  be  an  improvement 
in  the  mode,  in  certain  respects,  of  keep- 
ing the  Journals  of  the  House :  particu- 
larly with  reference  to  the  mode  of  enter- 
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ing  the  diTisioiit.  What  he  meant  to 
propose  would  be,  to  a  certain  extent,  an 
jnnoTation;  on  which  accoant  he  was 
induced  to  give  this  early  notice. 

Propbrtt  Tax.]  The  Duke  of  NorfM 
took  occanoDt  seeing  the  noble  earl  in  his 
.place,  to  notice  a  circumstance  which  had 
made  some  impression  on  the  public  mind. 
He  understood  that  some  printed  papers 
were  ciicalated  in  London,  which  atated 
that  the  property  tax  was  to  be  collected 
up  to  April  1816.  as  well  as  1815.  His 
grace  was  desirous  to  be  informed,  and  be 
conceived  that  the  public  were  entitled  to 
some  explanation  of  the  fact,  whether  it 
was  the  intention  of  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters that  the  operation  of  the  Act  should 
be  so  extended,  as  the  present  Act  was  to 
expire  on  the  5th  of  April,  1815? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  stated  in  answer, 
that  it  was  of  course  impossible  the  mea- 
aure  alluded  to  could  take  place  without 
4he  concurrence  of  parliament.  If,  there- 
fore, it  appeared  to  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters»  on  a  review  of  all  the  crrcumstances* 
that  such  an  enlargement  of  the  Act  was 
necessary,  due  notice  would  be  given,  and 
the  measure  itself  would  be  brought  regu- 
larly before  parliament. 

Lord  Walsingham .]  The  Prince  Re- 
gent's Message,  recommending  the  ser- 
▼ites  of  lord  Walsingham  to  their  lord- 
ships' consideration,  being  read. 

The  Earl  of  Lhcrpooi  expressed  his  con- 
Tictton,  that  it  would  be  a  waste  of  their 
lordships'  time  to  preface  his  intended 
motion  with  any  observations,  after  the 
vote  which  had  already  passed  t^he  other 
House.  The  ability,  the  integrity,  the 
zeal  and  industry  of  the  noble  person 
alluded  to,  were  fresh  in  their  lordships' 
recollection,  and  they  had  carried  the 
Address  expressive  of  their  approbation 
unanimously  to  the  foot  of  the  throne. 
He  should  therefore  content  himself  with 
barely  moving,  in  the  present  instance, 
for  an  Address,  concurring  in  the  Act  of 
the  other  House  of  Parliament,  by  which 
an  annuity  of  2,000L  a  year  was  voted  to 
bis  lordship. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  stated,  that  he 
eoold  not  content  himself  with  a  silent 
▼ote  on  the  present  occasion.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  House  had  benefitted  in  a  great 
degree  by  the  labours  of  the  noble  lord, 
and  considerable  facilities  were  created 
by  his  industry,  to  the  progress  both  of 
private  and  public  measures.    He  had. 


indeed,  so  regulated  and  methodised  the 
office  in  which  he  presided,  that  the  noblo 
lord  by  whom  he  was  succeeded,  wonM 
find  the  duties  of  the  situation  much  more 
easy  of  performance  than  in  preceding 
instances.  His  grace  concluded  with  ob- 
serving, that  no  pension  was  ever  better 
deservedi  and  he  was  confident  none  would  . 
be  more  cheerfully  paid. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to  nem.  dii** 

American  War.]   On  the  second  read- 
ing  of  the  Exchequer  bills  Bill, 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  took  occasion  to 
advent  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  America. 
The  Speech  of  the  Prince  Regent,  at.  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  had  stated 
the  anxious  desire^of  his  Royal  Highnesi 
to  pot  an  end  to  hostilities  with  America  ; 
and  if  such  was  the  desire  of  government, 
they  would  naturally  refrain  from  every  . 
unnecessary  expression  fi^ich  was  calcn- 
latod  to  irritate  instead  m  producing  re* 
conciliation.  In  the  Speech  it  was  stated^ 
that  in  the  war  the  Americans  had  been 
the  unprovoked  aggressors.  Without  dis« 
puting  about  the  question  whether  thia 
w^s  or  was  not  the  fact,  the  expreasion 
might  have  been  spared  ;  and  where  the 
object  was  to  conciliate.  It  ought  not  to 
have  been  inserted.  However,  the  Speech 
went  on  to  state,  that  the  war  had  been 
carried  on  with  success ;  and  in  that  re- 
spect the  country  had  certainly  tieea 
disappointed^  as  evidently  appeared  from 
the  aubaequent  disasters  on  Lake  Champ- 
loin  and  in  other  quarters.  There  were 
reports,  too,  that  the  war  was  carried  on, 
not  for  the  support  of  our  maritime  rights, 
or  of  any  great  principle,  bat  merely  for 
the  aggrandisement  of  our  territories  ii| 
that  country.  A  war  carried  on  with, 
such  views,  if  they  could  be  supposed 
to  be  the  views  of  the  British  government, 
could  not  be  expectei^  soon  to  terminate, 
and  could  hardly  be  attended  with  ulti- 
mate success.  The  expense  of  such  a 
war  might  be  greater  than  the  value  of 
the  whole  in  our  possessions  in  America ; 
and  he  therefore  hoped  that  the  British 
government  would  not  insist  upon  any  un- 
reasonable concessions,  but  conduct  the 
negociation  in  that  manner,  and  with 
those  views  which  were  best  calculated  to 
attain  the  grand  object  of  a  speedy  and 
honourable  termination  of  the  contest.  The 
noble  duke  also  wished  to  know  why  the 
official  accounts  of  the  transactions  at 
Pittsburgh  were  withheld  from  the  pub- 
lic.   It  was  the  duty  of  the  govemmeofr 
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to  communicate  them«  whenever  they 
arrived  in  an  authentic  shape  from  the 
proper  officer. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  was  not  aware 
that  there  was  any  thing  in  the  observa- 
tions of  the  noble  duke  that  called  upon 
bim  to  trouble  their  lordships  at  any 
length.  Bat  as  to  (he  affair  on  Lake 
CbampUin,  it  was  knoWn  when  the  Prince 
Regent's  Speech  was  delivered^  and  parti- 
cularly referred  to  in  that  Speech.  As  to 
the  non-publication  of  the  dispatches  rela- 
tive to  the  transactions  at  Platlsburgb, 
government  had  some  time  ago  received 
the  accounts  of  the  one  description  of  ser- 
vice, but  the  publication  had  for  reasons, 
of  which  the  noble  duke  inust  be  aware, 
been  delayed  till  the  accounts  of  the  other 
description  of  service  arrived.  He  had  now 
bowever  to  inform  the  noble  duke,  that  the 
accounts  of  both  services  had  been  re- 
ceived, and  that  those  of  the  military  and 
naval  service  would  appear  in  the  Gazette 
of  Saturday. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

Naval  Adm inistbation.]  The  Earl  of 
Domm^hmore  roke^  to  make  the  motion 
of  which  he  had  given  ifotice,  on  the 
aubject  of  the  naval  administration  of 
the  country.    The  motion  was  for  an  Ad- 

, dress  to  the  Prince  Regent,  praying  "  that 
be  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  lay  on 
the  table,  copies  of  representations  made 
to  bis  Royal  Highneis  on  the  want  of 
protection  to  trade,  by  the  mercbanu  and 
•hip«ownert  of  Liverpool,  Glasgow,  Port- 
Glasgow,  Greenock,  and  London.''  The 
object  of  this  motion  was  to  show,  that 
there  existed  in  the  country  an  impres- 
sion that  the  naval  department  had  been 

'  improperly  conducted. 

Viscount  Melville  did  not  mean  to  op* 
pose  the  motion;  indeed  he  stood  pledged 
to  their  lordships  to  agree  to  it:  but  he 
DOW  expressed  his  complete  conviction 
that  he  could  satisfy  their  lordships  that 
the  general  statements  in  these  papers 
were  unfounded.  In  every  war  some  ves- 
sels must  be  captured ;  but  the  general 
•tatementa,  as  far  as  they  were  intended  to 
establish  a  case  against  the  Admiralty, 
were  entirely  incorrect,  as  he  undertook 
to  prove  when  the  proper  occasion  arrived. 
He  ought  however  to  state,  that  he  was 
not  aware  of  any  representation  having 
been  presented  to  the  Prince  Regent  from 
London. 

The  Earl  otDamky  expressed  bis  obli- 
gation to  tba  noble  earl  near  him«  for 
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having  in  his  absence  given  notice  of  a 
motion  for  the  production  of  these  papers. 
This  was  one  of  many  points  to  which  be 
should  probably  be  under  the  necesaity 
of  ca  I  ling  their  lordships'  attention,  tiefore 
they  went  into  that  inquiry  to  which  he 
was  anxious  to  bring  the  utmost  impar- 
tiality, and,  if  he  might  use  the  expression, 
a  judicial  mind.  The  noble  lord  had,  with 
great  candour,  promised  every  pos?»ibfte 
information  on  the  subject,  and  be  bad  no 
doubt  would  willingly  supply  it.  He  did 
not  wish  this  to  be  taken  up  as  a  party 
question;  but  an  impression  certainly 
prevailed,  that  there  had  been  some  mis* 
management  in  the  naval  department,  and 
it  was  therefore  fitting  that  there  should  be 
inquiry,  especially  after  the  disasters  which 
had  taken  place.  It  was  due  to  the  brave 
officers  and  men  who  had  fallen  in  the  un* 
equal  contests  to  which  they  bad  been 
driven,  that  the  matter  should  be  thoroogfab 
ly  sifted.  One  subject  on  which  it  would 
be  necessary  to  have  some  information 
was,  the  building  of  a  class  of  vessels  for 
the  purpose  of  contending  upon  more 
equal  terms  with  the  American  sloops  of 
'war.  These,  instead  of  answering  their 
purpose,  had,  if  he  was  rightly  informed, 
been  found  to  be  almost  useless.  He  might 
be  mistaken  on  this  point,  but  at  all  events 
it  was  necessary  that  information  should 
be  procured  respecting  it  upon  which  the 
House  could  rely,  that  it  might  be  ascer- 
tained whether,  after  the  experience  which 
the  Admiralty  had  derived  from  the  disas- 
ters that  bad  happened  to  some  of  our  fri- 
gates, all  this  expense  had  been  incurred 
without  having  answered  any  good  pur* 
pose  whatever.  On  this  and  other  points 
he  should  probably  submit  motions  to  their 
lordships. 

The  Address  was  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  then  stated, 
that  he  had  another  motion  to  make  con* 
nected  with  the  same  subject,  for  which 
a  precedent  had  occurred  at  the  period 
when  lord  Sandwich  was  at  the  head  of 
the  Admiralty.  The  motion  was  for  the 
weekly  accounts  of  the  state  of  the  naval 
force  under  sir  Alexander  Cochrane  on 
the  American  station^  from  August  lasl 
inclusive,  up  to  the  latest  period  at  which 
the  «ame  could  be  made  up.  The  reason 
why  he  moved  for  this  return  was,  that 
he  understood  that  representations  bad 
been  made,  that  the  Leander,  which  bad 
been  stationed  off  Boston  to  watch  the 
Constitution  American  frigate,  had  been 
so  much  in  want  of  stores,  that  if  the  Coa* 
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•iitntion  wvre  to  weigh  anchor/  it  woold 
bo  inpoMible  for  the  Leander  to  giro 
ehase.  The  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  Admiralty  coold  perhapt  ioform  the 
House,  whether  there  was  any  foundation 
for  this  report* 

Viscoont  MdvUU  stated,  that  he  most 
decidedly  ohject  to  the  noble  earl's  mo- 
tion.  It  had  been  stated,  that  there  was  a 
precedent  for  it,  when  lord  Sandwich  was 
at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty.  Whether 
there  was  a  precedent  for  soch  an  accoont 
bein^  granted  be  did  not  know^he  had 
certainly  never  seen  it;  hot,  at  any  rate, 
to  give  an  accoont  ofthe  state  of  oor  naval 
force  off  a  hostile  station,  of  what  that 
force  was  now,  bad  been  at  no  distant  pe- 
riod, and  was  likely  to  be  for  some  time  to 
come,  woold  be  attended  with  so  rooch 
mischief,  that  it  waA  impossible,  as  he  ap- 
prehended, for  their  lordships  to  agree  to 
this  motion.  With  respect  to  what  the 
noble  earl  had  stated  in  regard  to  the 
Leander,  he  coold  only  say,  that  he  never 
had  received  any  information  of  the  de* 
scription  to  which  the  noble  earl  bad  ad- 
verted. Judging,  however,  from  probabi- 
lities and  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  must 
say,  thai  it  wu  extreme!  v  unlikely  that  the 
I^eander  should  have  been  in  want  of 
stores,  'as  the  noble  earl  had  stated.  That 
ship  was  in  a  place  where  any  stores  that 
she  miffht  want  could  easily  be  supplied, 
and  where  they  had  been  supplied  on 
former  occasions :  and  the  whole  story 
was  so  excessively  improbable,  that  he 
certainly  gave  it  bo  credit  whatever. 

Thrmotion  wasthen  pot,  and  negatived. 

PaxsxavATioK  op  tBx  PxACB  IN  lax- 
LAMD.  1  The  Earl  of  Damu^fimort  besged 
to  calf  to  the  recollection  of  their  lordships, 
that,  early  in  the  present  session,  he  ex- 
pressed a  wish  that  something  had  been 
said,  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne,  rela- 
tive to  the  state  of  Ireland  ;  which,  at  the 
close  of  the  last  session,  was  by  no  means 
satisfactory.  Nothing  having  been  said 
on  that  interesting  subject,  be  was  glad  te 
find  that  a  full  exposition  had  been  made, 
in  another  place,  by  a  right  hon.  gentle- 
Bian  (Mr.  Peel),  who  filled  the  oflSce  of 
chief  secretary  for  Ireland.  The  state- 
ment to  which  his  lordship  alluded,* was 
ofiered  as  the  ground  of  a  motion  made 
by  that  right  hon.  gentleman,  for  an  altera- 
tion of  one  of  the  two  measures  which  he 
had  introduced  in  the  last  session.  The 
Bill  which  he  sought  to  amend,  was 
intUoled,  <«  A  Bill  for  the  Preservation  of 
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the  Peace  in  Ireland  ^'  and  in  order  to 
shew  the  beneficial  effects  which  the  raea- 
sure  had  produced,  he  bad  entered  into  v 
statement,  which  appeared  to  him  (lord 
Doooughmore)  te  be  most  extraordinary*--^ 
statement,  to  which  if  be  could  give 
his  assent,  he  should  feel  extremely  happy 
at  Ihe  succeaful  exertions  that  had  been 
made  to  restore  and  preserve  the  tran- 
quillity of  Ireland.  The  right  hon.  gen«' 
tieman's  speech  was  of  so  curious  a  nature, 
it  contained  assertions  so  extraordinary, 
that  he  bad  taken  the  trouble  of  exa^ 
mining  it,  paragraph  by  paragraph ;  and 
he  would  now  state  to  their  lordships  the 
conviction  of  his  mind  on  the  subject: 
it  was  his  duty  ao  to  do,  both  in  justice  to 
himself,  and,  he  might  say,  for  the  purpose 
of  undeceiving  parliament.  He  trusted 
the  House  would  pay  that  attention  to  the 
subject  which  It  demanded^— while  he 
commented  on  the  stateilient  made  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  to  whom  he 
had  already  adverted,  in  another  place. 
(Order,  oraer^. 

The  Lord  Chmcelfpr  observed,  that  it 
was  contrary  to  the  usase  of  that  House 
to  permit  observations  to  oe  made  on  what 
had  been  stated  elsewhere. 

The  Earl  of  Danoi^ghmore  admitted  that 
be  was  wrong  in  alluding  to  the  speech 
in  the  manner  he  had  done.  He  shoulil. 
have  mentioned  it  as  a  report  which  ho 
had  seen  published  ih  the  newspapers. 
What  his  lordship  meant  to  do  was,  to 
state  hii  opinion  of  >the  eerrectness  of  a 
declaration,  made  by  a  high  official  cha- 
racter, as  to  the'efiect  of  alSill  which  had 
been  introduced  by  him.  His  lordship 
then  read  the  following  extract  from  Mr. 
Peel's  speech,  delivered  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  the  18th  instant.  "  Ac 
the  unanimous  request  of  a  most  numerous 
and  respectable  body  of  magistrates  of  tho 
county  of  Ttpperary,  the  barony  of  Mid- 
dlethird,  in  that  county,  had  been  declared 
by  the  lord  lieutenant  in  a  state  of  dis- 
turbance, and  a  superintending  magistrate 
and  special  constables  appointed  accord* 
iogly.  The  result  bad  proved  the  bene* 
ficiat  tendency  of  the  measure.  -  It  was 
but  on  the  24Ui  of  September  that  tho 
proclamation  was  issued,  and  the  barony 
was  now  brought  to  a  state  of  complete 
tranquillity ;  and  that  bv  no  extraordinary 
act  of  rigour,'  but  merely  by  putting  tho 
existing  laws  into  greater  activity.  Nor 
had  the  operation  of  the  measure  been 
confined  to  the  district  in  which  it  waa 
enforced ;   it  had  extended  itself  to  tho 
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turroondiDg  baronies,  the  inhabitants  of 
which,  anxious  to  avoid  the  expense 
which  the  appQintments  under  the  Act 
necessarily  occasioned,  exerted  themselves 
to  maintain  the  peace  of  their  respective 
neighbourhoods.  Here  then  was  a  soli- 
tary and  an  extraonlinary  spectacle  in 
Ireland«-a  combination  of  the  people  to 
obey  the  laws/'  The  speaker  went  on 
to  say—''  By  factious  men  it  bad  been 
last  year  insinuated^  that  the  Preservation 
of  the  Peace  Bill  was  proposed  for  no 
other  purpose  than  to  increase  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  crown.  What  had  taken 
place  sufficiently  rebutted  that  accusation.'' 
His  lordship  proceeded  to  observe,  that 
inasmuch  as  he  considered  this  a  sort  of 
authoritative  statement,  and  as  he  difiered 
entirely  fr4m  it,  both  as  to  the  facts  which 
it  contained  and  as  to  the  inferences  de* 
dttced  from  them,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
trouble  their  lordships  for  a  short  time 
,on  the  subject.  He  did  not  desire  the 
House  to  take  any  thing  for  granted : 
he  would  produce  evidence  that  would 
satisfy  their  lordships  that  the  statement 
was  erroneoos;  and  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  having  deceived  himself,  had 
taken  credit  for  the  operation  of  a  Bill  to 
which  neither  he  nor  the  Bill  was  entitled. 
What  was  there  in  support  of  the  right 
lK>n.  gentleman's  allegations?  Simply  the 
declaration  of  an  individual,  a  very  re* 
spectable  person  no  doubt — the  letter  of 
some  worthy  magistrate  for  the  county  of 
Tipperary,  who  perhaps  took  a  great 
fanc^  to  any  chief -secretary,  and  who, 
not  improbably,  had  a  hankering  for  the 
loaves  and  fishes  which  might  result  from 
the  further  extension  of  a  measure,  the 
operation  of  which  he  bad  described  to 
be  so  beneficial.  So  much  for  the  decla- 
ration of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  for 
the  evidence  by  which  it  was  supported. 
Now  for  the  other  side  of  the  question. 
He  repeated,  that  he  did  not  ask  their 
lordships  to  take  his  assertions  for  granted : 
he  would  prove  that  they  were  well- 
founded.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
forgotten  to  mention  some  facts  which 
had  recently  occurred,  at  the  time  when 
he  made  his  declaration  that  tranquillity 
wu  completely  restored  in  the  barony  of 
Middlethird  and  its  neighbourhood,  and 
some  facts  were  also  occurring  at  the  time 
that  declaration  was  making,  to  all  of 
which  he  (lord  Donooghmore)  would  now 
beg  leave  to  call  their  lordships  atten- 
tion. 

The  first  of  these  bets  occurred  on  the 
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1st  of  November.  In  a  barony  imme- 
diately adjacent  to  that  of  Middlethird, 
and  only  about  twelve  or  fourteen  miles 
from  the  town  of  Cashel,  the  head  qoar- 
ters  of  the  superintending  magistrate  ap^ 
pointed  under  the  Act  for  the  better  pre- 
servation of  the  peace,  the  house  of  a  gen- 
tleman of  large  landed  property,  of  the 
name  of  Prendergast,  was  broken  open  by 
a  banditti,  and  plundered  of  plate,  money, 
wearang'apparel,  &c. ;  the  robbers  actually 
remaining  in  the  House  from  seven  o'clock 
in  the  evenine  until  twelve.  This  was 
one  fact  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  abstained  from  mentioning.  A  few 
days  afterwards,  some  desperadoes  placed 
across  the  high  road  some  trees,  cars, 
stones,  &c.,  and  in  short  constructed  a 
sort  of  regular  fortification,  for  the  purpose 
of  obstructing  the  progress  of  the  mail 
coach.  The  mail  was  in  consequence 
stopped,  two  shots  were  fired,  and  two 
persons  were  wounded.  All  this  had  en- 
tirely escaped  Mr.  Peel's  recollectioo, 
while  he  was  describing  the  perfect  resto- 
ration of  tranquillity  in  Ireland.  The 
next  fact  that  he  should  bring  forward 
occurred  on  the  10th  of  November.  It 
appeared,  by  an  advertisement  in  the 
public  papers,  offering  a  reward  f^the 
apprehension  of  the  o&nders,  that  on  that 
day  the  house  of  a  Mr.  George  Dacres^  a 
very  respectable  individual  residing  in 
the  same  barony,  was  broken  into,  and 
great  outrages  committed  therein.  There 
were  two  other  facts  also  mentioned  in  the 
public  papers,  and  they  were  mentioned 
as  proofs  of  the  activity  of  the  snperin- 
tending  magistrate,  and  of  the  success 
with  which  that  activity  had  been  crown- 
ed. It  seemed  that  on  Sunday  the  ISth 
of  November,  on  a  search  being  made  for 
arms,  there  was  found  in  a  cabin,  only 
five  miles  firom  Cashel,  under  the  bed  of 
its  tenant,  a  loaded  military  carbine,  that 
had  evidently  been  obtained  by  undue 
means.  This  did  not  exactly  shew  that 
there  was,  as  asserted  by  the  right  hoo. 
gentleman,  a  combination  of  the  lower 
orders  '  to  obey  the  laws.'  The  last  cor- 
roboration of  the  peaceable  state  of  the 
country  occurred  on  the  14th ;  when,  oo 
another  search  for  arms,  two  guns,  one  of 
them  double-barrelled,  a  blunderbuss,  a 
case  of  pistols,  and  a  sword  were  found-^ 
and  found  in  the  habitation  of  one  of  the 
lower  orders.  Was  this  a  strong  mani* 
festation  of  the  general  disposition  to  tran* 
quillity  ?  But  all  this  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  entirely  forgotten  to  notice. 
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The  noble  etrl  said*  he  had  now  done 
with  proofii;  and  he  supposed  that»  nol« 
vrithsunding  their   strength,    he    should 
hear  the  noble  lord  opposite  declare,  that 
Ireland  was  in  a  state  of  great  tranquil- 
lity !    Bnt  it  wu  not  alone  with  regard  to 
the  fact  of  the  existing  state  of  Ireland 
that  be  differed  from  the  right  hon.  gen« 
tleman :  be  differed  from  him  in  many 
of  his   other  statements.     Among  other 
things,   the    right   hon.  gentleman  had 
taken  great  credit  to  himself  for  the  way 
in  which  he  had  carried  the  provisions  of 
the  Act  into  effisct.    It  seemed  that  he 
had  gone  to  the  police  of  Dublin  for  his 
superintending  magistrate,  and  to  the  dis- 
banded Serjeants  of  dragoons  for  his  spe- 
cial constables !    Undoubtedly,  this  elec- 
tion evinced  no  disposition  to  obtain  im« 
mediate  patronage.    But  what  would  ba?e 
been  the  conduct  of  any  reasonable  man, 
who,  finding  a  particular  district  in  a  stale 
of  disturbance,  wished  to   restore  it  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  tranquillity  ?  Would 
be  not  take  pains  to  appoint  persons  for 
that  purpose,  who  were  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  country  and  with  the 
inhabitants  ?    Would  he  not  do  the  very 
reverse  of  that  for  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  taken  credit  ?— "  I  robbed 
the  police  of  Dublin,"  said  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  cxnltingly,  "  of  a  magistrate ; 
ni|d  I  ransacked  the  streets  of  Dublin  for 
as  many  disbanded  seijeants  off  dragoons 
as  I  could  find.''    And  what  was  the  con- 
aeauence  ?    In  their  very  first  attempt  to 
•ntorce  the  law,  these  persons  were  foiled, 
from   their  ignorance    of   the  offending 
party  ;  and  though  the  magistrate  and  all 
the  fifty  constables  were   out   upon  the 
•hunt,  theindiTidual  of  whom  they  were  in 
quest  eluded  their  search,  and  ultimately 
escaped.     There  was  another  statement 
made  by  the   right  hon.    gentleman,  on 
which  he  most  completely  disagreed  with 
bim.     The  right  hon.  gentleman  said,  that 
two  measures  having   been  enacted,  the 
one  of  great  severity,  the  other  of  lenity, 
be  had  abstained  from  carrying  into  exe- 
cution the  severe  measure,  and  had  en- 
forced the  lenient  one  alone.    Now,  on 
this  point  he  differed  from  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  altogether.     He  did  not  think 
the  Insurrection  Act  severe,  nor  did  he 
think  the  Act  for  the  Preservation  of  the 
Peace  lenient.    What  was  the  real  nature 
of  these  two  Acts }    What  was  the  ten- 
dency of  the  Insurrection  Act  ?   It  was  a 
temporary  measnre— the  duration  of  it 
being  limited  to  two  yean.    It  created  a 


number  of  new  offences,  subjecting  the  of* 
fenders  to  transportation  for  seven  years. 
In  the  Insurrection  Act,  fyhich  existed  be- 
fore the  Union,  the  offenders  under  the 
Act  were  not  to  be  tried  by  a  jury.  In 
consequence  of  the  interposition  last  ses- 
sion of  an  hon*  gentleman  in  another 
place,  the  offenders  under  the  Act  then 
passed  were  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  a 
trial  by  jury.  By  the  Act  of  last  session 
also  it  was  phivided,  that  a  seijeant  at  law 
should  preside  at  the  trial.  The  offenders 
under  the  Act  were,  penons  taking  or  ad* 
ministering  unlawful  oaths,  persons  seizing 
arms,  persona  found  at  unseasonable  hours 
out  of  their  own  places  of  abode,  persona 
absent  from  their  own  homes,  and  unable 
to  show  that  they  had  been  lawfully  em- 
ployed. Upon  the  whole»  it  was  not  an 
Act  of  great  seventy,  nor  could  it  be  en* 
forced  without  a  representation  from  the 
county  itself  to  which  ita»provisions  were 
to  be  applied.  It  was  necessary  that  » 
meeting  of  magistrates  should  first  be  call- 
ed, and  that  a  majority  of  those  magis- 
trates should'  intimate  it  to  be  their  opi- 
nion that  the  operation  of  the  Act  was  de- 
manded by  circumstances.  It  could  not 
move  directly  from  the  crown. 

So  much  for  the  Insurrection  Act. 
What  was  the  nature  of  the  Act  for  the 
Preservation  of  the  Peace  ?  It  was  a  bill 
of  taxation.  It  went  to. take  from  those 
who  bad  property,  because  that  property 
was  attacked,  the  means  of  punishing  in- 
dividuals who  had  no  property  to  lose.  It 
gave  to  the  government  of  Ireland,  with- 
out any  previous  requisition  or  represen- 
tation from  the  magistracy,  the  power  of 
declaring  a  barony  in  a  state  of  disturbance, 
and  of  taxing  that  barony  accordingly. 
It  gave  them  the  power  so  to  proclaim 
every  barony  in  every  county  of  Ireland. 
Thus  the  lord  lieutenant  and  the  chief 
secretary,  and  a  small  number  (he  be- 
lieved three  or  four)  of  the  privy  council^ 
.might,  if  they  tbmight  fit,  without  any 
previous  application  whatever,  declare 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland  to  be  in  a 
state  of  disturbance !  The  salary  of  the 
superintending  magistrate  under  the  Act 
was  700i.  a  year,  that  of  the  clerk  I50l.f 
that  of , the  high  constable  another  1501. 
Here  was  l,000l.  Then  a  house  must  be 
provided  for  the  magistrate,  the  rent  of 
which  would  probably  be  MOl^  making 
in  the  whole  l,1200i.  a  year  for  the  ma- 
gisterial |>art  of  the  establishment.  The 
Bill  also  gave  the  Irish  government  the 
power  of  appointing  fifty  special  oonsta- 
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blei  to  a  distarbed  barony,  each  with  a 
•alary  of  50/.  a  year,  besides  the  charge 
of  horses,  accoutrements,  forage  for  the 
horses,  &c.  All  this  expense  it  was  in 
the  power  of  the  lord  lieutenant  to  inflict 
on  a  barony,  at  any  moment  at  which  he 
thought  proper  so  to  do.  Let  their  lord- 
ships consider  the  extent  to  which  this 
might  be  carried.  On  the  average,  there 
were  about  six  baronies  in-  each  county, 
or  about  two  hundred  baronies  in  Ireland. 
Taking  only  the  charge  of  the  magisterial 
part  oJF  the  establishment  under  the  Act 
^t  1,200/.  a  year  for  each  barony,  it  was 
evident  that  it  was^  in  the  power  of  the 
lord  lieutenant,  the  chief  secretary,  and 
three  or  four  of  the  privy  council,  to  im- 
pose oh  Ireland  a  tax  of  240,000/.  a  year. 
Certainly  it  was  not  at  all  probable  Inat  a 
aneasare  so  outrageous  would  ever  be  re- 
ported to :  but  this  power  existed  in  the 
Act,  and  this  Act  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
jsan  had  characterised  as  a  lenient  measure 
•—a  lenient  measure  i  by  which  the  go- 
.-vernment  of  Ireland  were  authorised,  with- 
/ont  any  previous  information  or  affidavits, 
;to  load  his  Majesty's  Irish  subjects  with 
«o  heavy  a  burthen!  It  should  be  con- 
sidered also,  that  the  fifty  ooostables  in 
each  barony  might  be  made  to  constitute 
nn  army  of  iO,000  men. 

Such  was  the  measure,  which  he  found 
it  impossible  to  call  one  of  lenity ;  and  so 
far  was  he  from  thinking  that  the  right 
hoa.  gentleman  had  acted  judiciously  in 
the  selection,  that  if  either  of  the  mea- 
sures was  necessary,  he  was  satisfied  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  chosen  to 
enforce  the  worst.  If  patronage,  indeed, 
were  the  object  in  view,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  exhibited  great  discen^ 
ment ;  for,  having  to  determine  between 
a  measure  of  punishment  and  a  measure  of 
patronage,  he  had  rejected  the  measure  of 
punishment  and  had  adopted  the  measure 
-of  patronag&ipv-and  great  patt^nage  too,  if 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  a  mind  to 
carry  it  to  iu  foil  extent.  For  his  part» 
he  did  not  think  that  either  measure  had 
been^  necessary ;  and  those  who  believed 
the  right  hon,  geotleman^s  statement,  must 
be  asimred  that  such  was  the  fact;  for 
capldaay  nan  gravely  assert,  that  a  part 
of  the  country  declared  by  the  Irish  go- 
jvernmeat  to  be  in  a  state  of  distnrbanee 
on  the  2ith  of  September,  could  have 
been  very  sertously  disturbed,  when  at 
eras  stated,  that,  in  the  interval  between 
the  24th  of  September  and  the  18th  of 
VoYMnber,  ihjt  09^  n  which  xkt  right  hon. 


gentleman  made  his  speech,  not  only  had 
that  district  regained  its  tranqailltty,  btrt 
all  the  surrounding  districts  had  combined 
to  maintain  it  ?  He  was  persuaded  that 
the  person  by  whom  this  statement  hsd 
been  made,  believed  it  to  be  well  founded  : 
he  was  sure  that  that  person  entertained 
the  best  intentions.  But  the  fact  was, 
that  havirig  deceived  himself,  he  had 
grossly  deceived  the  public. 

Adverting  to  the  meeting  of  the  magis- 
tracy in  his  own  county,  at  which  the 
majority  had  voted  in  favour  of  the  Act 
for  the  Preservation  of  the  Peace,  the 
noble  earl  expressed  his  conviction,  that 
many  of  the  respectable  individuals  there 
assembled,  were  not  exactly  aware  of 
what  they  were  doing,  but  thought  they 
were  voting  for  the  other  measure,  the 
Insurrection  Act.  He  confessed  that  he 
wished  the  legislature  and  the  govemroeat 
would  resort  to  other  means  of  restoring 
and  preserving  tranquillity  in  Ireland. 
It  was  well  known  to  every  body,  that 
the  disturbers  were  chiefly  to  be  found  in 
the  lower  orders.  If  he  might  venture  to 
offer  his  humble  advice,  it  would  be  to 
quiet  their  complaints  bjr  redressing  the 
evils  of  which  they  complained ;  by  taking 
care  that  the  laws  should  be  executed 
impartially ;  by  guarding  against  the  ef» 
feet  of  any  invidious  and  injurious  dis* 
tinctions;  by  not  permitting  it  to  be  sus* 
pected  that  particular  individuals  were 
treated  with  particular  favour;  and  by 
shewing  that  every  man  had  an  eqoal 
right  to  the  benefits  of  the  constitution 
under  which  he  lived.  Their  lordships 
would  hardly  believe  him,  when  he  should 
state  one  fact  with  respect  lo  the  appoint- 
ment of  sheriffii  in  Ireland.  In  their  un- 
derstanding (confirmed  by  frequent  ob- 
servation in  this  country)  it  was  an  office 
forced  by  government  on  persons  who 
were  qualified  for  the  situation,  and  in 
whom  confidence  might  safely  be  reposed. 
Not  so  in  Ireland.  In  Ireland  that  high 
office  was  a  matter  of  great  patronage. 
To  give  a  shrievalty  in  Ireland,  was  to 
confor  a  favour.  In  some  counties  it  had, 
for  a  number  of  years»  gone  on  in  a  par- 
ticular line,  one  person  having  enjoyed 
it,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three  years. 
How  did  their  lordships  think  the  office 
of  sheriff  in  Ireland  was  filled  up  ?  The 
sheriff  was  appointed  by  the  under-sheriff! 
The  solicitor,  who  was  the  under-sheriff«- 
the  person  who  received  all  the  emolo* 
ments  for  the  execution  of  the  law,  and 
aot  infreqaeady  %  abstaining  from  tbt 
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«zecattoii  of  the  1»w-«wai  the  nominee ! 
In  Greet  Britain  the  sheriff  had  no  pa- 
tronage; In  Ireland,  he  had.  In  Ireland 
the  grand  jurjr  had  the  power  of  taxation : 
the  grand  jury  were  named  by  the 
sheriff,  and  of  coime  it  happened  that  they 
were  sometimes  selected  m  a  most  partial 
manner.  He  would  state  a  case  in  support 
of  this  assertion :  it  was  that  of  the  bro- 
ther of  lord  Lismore,  who  possessed  the 
largest  property  of  any  man  inihe  coanty 
in  which  be  resided,  but  who,  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  grand  jury  for  that  coanty« 
was  constantly  passed  by  the  sheriff,  and 
thus  pre?ented  from  having  any  control 
orer  that  in  which  he  hsd  so  great  an  1 
interest.  To  remedy  this  evil,  and  the 
grievance  which  resulted  irom  it,  would 
'^e  one  great  means  of  pacifying  Ireland ; 
and  there  were  many  other  acts  of  grace 
and  of  justice,  the  performance  of  which 
would  essentially*  contribute  to  that  de- 
sirable object.  He  was  willing  that  a  lair 
patronage  should  be  given  to 'government; 
but  he  was  not  willing  that  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  his  unfortunate  country 
slioold  be  thus  scandalously  and  disgrace- 
fully put  up  for  sale. 

A  word  or  two  more,  and  he  would 
ceasf  to  trouble  their  lordships  any  fbr- 
thrr.  Ireland  had  been  unfortunate  in 
the  measures  of  police  which  had  been 
adopted  with  respect  to  her:  let  their 
lordships  remark  how  she  stood  with  re- 
spect to  taxation.  In  the  only  measure 
of  taxation  agreed  to  in  the  last  session  of 
parliament  with  reference  to  Ireland,  a 
right  hen.  gentleman,  for  whom  he  enter- 
tained a  great  respect,  had  declared,  as  the 
first  act  he  did  in  the  present  sessioOi  he 
had  committed  a  great  error.  The  oon- 
sequence  was,  the  repeal  of  that  only  mea^ 
sure  of  taxation,  namely,  the  Act  tmposinga 
outy  on  the  importation  into  Ireland  of  glass 
and  wood.  Unquestionably,  the  repeal 
of  that  Act  was  most  loudly  demanoed ; 
for  as  the  Act  which  he  had  that  night 
been  discussing  was  called,  « An  Act  for 
the  Preservation  of  the  Peace  in  Ireland,' 
so  the  Tax  Act  of  last  session  might  justly 
have  been  called,  *  An  Act  for  the  Pre- 
▼ention  of  Improvement  in  Ireland.*  This 
wu  the  consequence  of  postponing  mea- 
sures of  importance  to  a  late  periodof  the 
session,  when  they  were  huddled  toge- 
ther and  gone  through  without  due  exa- 
mination and  deliberation.  Without  mean- 
ing to  complain  of  the  executive  authori- 
ties of  Ireland,  he  could  not  help  lament- 
ing ilie  peiMftiiace  ia  a  practict  which 


in  his  mind  would  be  *  more  honoured  in 
the  breach  than  the  observance/  of  mak* 
ing  it  the  first  step  of  a  young  gentleman 
who  devoted  himself  to  politics,  to  involve 
himself  in  all  the  complicated  business  of 
the  Irish  government  The  times  had 
been,  when  it  was  considered  necessary 
to  appoint  to  aituatiens  of  that  description 
persons  of  sound  and  tried  discretion. 
Such  was  a  better  usage  than  that  which 
at  present  prevailed,  of  filling  them  op 
with  young  men,  who  might  be  indiscreet, 
and  who  might  be  ignorant  of  the  delicacy 
with  which  it  was  necessary  to  treat  the 
Irish  character,  and  deficient  in  that  sort 
of  talent  necessary  far  the  due  discharge 
of  a  trust  of  such  dimcolty  and  import- 
ance. And  here  he  could  not  help  ad* 
verting  to  a  piece  of  intelligence  announced 
in  the  papers— an  alteration  in  the  excise* 
which,  in  hir  opinion,  if  it  were  well 
founded,  would  no  more  harm  to  Ireland 
than  all  the  moMures  of  the  right  hon.  the 
chief  secretary  would  do  her  good,  were 
be  to  remain  in  oflBce  twice  as  long  as  any 
of  his  predecessors.  He  alluded  to  the 
rumoured  resignation  of  Mr.  MarsdeUj 
which  was  stated  in  the  public  prints  to 
have  arisen  from  a  want  of  co-operation 
with  that  gentleman  on  the  part  of  the 
bead  of  the  governmenti  and  to  heats 
which  were  generated  by  some  unforto* 


nate  disputes.  He  might  be  a  bad  jooBe ; 
but  as  he  had  long  been  in  harness  in  Ire- 
land, having  been  first , commissioner  of 
the  revenue  for  several  years,  he  might 
perhaps!  be  seflered  to  give  an  opinion  on 
this  subjfitt ;  and  he  would  say,  that  aU 
though  he  had  had  but  little  personal  con- 
nexion with  Mr.  Marsden,  be  lelt  it  diffi- 
cult to  express  the  sense  which  he  enter- 
tained of  that  gentleman's  extraordinary 
talents*  indefatigable  seal,  and  unimpeach- 
able integrity;  and  that  he  could  not 
conceive  that  beland  was  susceptible  of  a 

greater  public  loss  than  by  hb  secession 
om  the  office,  the  important  duties  of 
which  he  had  so  long  and  so  ably  db- 
charjied.  His  lordship  concluded  by 
moving,  ««  That  an  humble  Address  kie 

Ewented  to  his  rojral  highness  the  Prince 
gent,  praying  that  he  would  be  gra. 
ciously  pleaoed  to  give  directions  that 
there^  laid  before  the  House,  copies  of 
such  communications  to  the  chief  secre- 
tary  for  Ireland,  as  authorised  him  to  no* 
tiff  to  parliament  the  restoration  of  tran* 
quillity  in  the  only  baronv  of  Ireland  to 
which  the  provisions  of  toe  Act  of  last 
aassioa  for  the  pieservation  of  the  peace  in 


507]        H0U6B  OF  LORDS,  Pnuenaiian  t^tke  Peaet  m  Irtlmd. 


[608 


Ireland  had  been<  applied;  and  alao  to 
make  a  fbrther  statement  of  the  beneBts 
resulting  to  the*  adjacent  baronies  by  the 
combination  of  the  people  to  obey  the 
laws;  all  which  had  occurred  within  the 
short  interval  betweisn  the  24tb  of  Sep- 
tember, when  the  lord  lieutenant  de- 
clared that  barony  to  be  in  a  state  of  dis- 
turbance, and  the  18th  instant,  the  day  in 
which  the  communication  was  made  to 
parliament  by  thia  confidential  servant  of 
the  crown/'   . 

Viscount  Sidmoiuh  declined  to  enter 
into  any  consideration  of  tbe  speech  of 
the  noble  earl,  being  persuaded  that,  con* 
sistently  with  tbe  forms  and  usages  of  the 
Uoufte,  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the 
woolsack  could  not  put  from  the  woolsack 
such  a  motion. 

The  Lard  Vhancellar  obserred,  that  there 
was  no  member  of  that  House  who  held 
the  office  of  chief  secretary  of  Ireland, 
and  that  no  statement  could  have  been 
made  to  parliament  by  the  chief  secretary 
which  could  be  recognised  in  that  House. 
He  therefore  could  not  put  such  a  motion 
from  the  woolsack,  unless  ordered  so  to 
do  b^  their  lordships,  and  then  he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Viscount  Si4fiiouih  remarked^  that  the 
previous  question  could  not  be  moved, 
unless  the  main  question  was  first  put, 
which,  he  contended,  in  this  instance  could 
not  be  done. 

The'  Earl  of  Idverpool  observed,  that 
the  noble  earl  might  attain  his  object  of 
bringing  on  a  discussion  on  the  subject,  by 
framing  a  motion  in  another  shape. 

The  Earl  of  Donougkmore  said,  he  would 
shape  his  motion  in  another  form;  and 
his  first  motion  being  withdrawn,  his  lord- 
ship then  moved  for  "  copies  of  all  com- 
munications, if  any,  to  the  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  or  his  cnief  secretary,  announc- 
ing tbe  happy  event  of  perfect  tranquillity 
being  restored  in  the  only  barony  to  which 
his  excellency  had  thought  fit  to  apply 
the  provisions  of  the  Act,  commonly 
called,  Mr.  Peel's  Bill,  for  tbe  Preservation 
of  the  Peace  in  Ireland/'  [The  expression, 
«*  commonly  called  Mr.  Peel's  Bill,"  was 
objected  to  by  the  earl  of  Liverpool.]  The 
earl  of  Donooghmore  observed,  that  it  was 
commonly  called  by  that  name.  [The  earl 
of  Liverpool  saiid,  that  it  might  be  so  in 
common  acceptance,  but  it  was  not  usual 
•0  to  characterise  in  parliament  an  act  of 
the  legislature.]  The  earl  of  Donoughmore 
agreed  to  omit  the  expression  and  that 


part  of  the  motion,  and  that  it  should  stand 
as  follows  :^"  That  there  be  laid  before 
tbe  House,  copies  of  all  such  communica- 
tions to  his  excellency  the  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  or  his  chief  secretary,  as  have 
announced  the  complete,  or  any  restora- 
tion of  tranquillity,  in  the  only  barony  in 
Ireland,  that  of  Middlethird,  in  the  county 
of  Tipperary,  to  which  it  had  been  thought 
necessary  to  apply  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill  of  the  last  sessions^  intituled,  an  Act 
for  the  Preservation  of  tbe  Peace." 

Viscount  Sidmouth  observed,  that  he 
could  not  but  consider  the  noble  earl, 
throughout  the  greater  part  of  his  speech, 
to  have  infringed  upon  the  spirit  of  the 
orders  of  tbe  House,  though  he  had  avoided 
violating  the  letter  of  them ;  and  he  put  it  to 
their  lordship8,whetherthe  noble  earl,  in  de- 
tailing and  commenting  upon  a  newspaper 
report  of  what^was  stated  to  have  passed  in 
another  place,  had  not,  in  fact,  acted  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  their  orders;  although 
by  the  mode  in  which  the  noble  earl  bad 
formed  his  observations,  he  had  avoided 
the  direct  violation  of  the  letter  of  those 
orders.  He  should  be  deviating  into  the 
same  irregularity  which  he  had  complained 
of  in  the  noble  earl,  if  he  were  to  comment 
upon. the  statement  alluded  to  by  that 
noble  earl ;  but  he  felt  himself  called  upon 
to  say,  in  justice  to  his  right  hon.  friend, 
that  the  report  referred  to  by  the  noble 
earl  was  erroneous;  not  that  he  knew 
what  the  statement  was  .that  was  made  by 
his  right  hon.  friend,  the  chief  secretary 
for  Ireland,  in  another  place  ;  but  it  was 
impossible  the  report  could  be  correct, 
consistently  witii  the  official  communica- 
tions from  his  right  hon.  friend  to  him 
(lord  Sidmouth),  and  which  stated,  not  the 
restoration  of  perfect  tranquillity,  but  only 
in  tbe  comparative  degree,  that  the  district 
alluded  to  was  more  tranquil  than  it  had 
been.  It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  tbe 
statement  alluded  to  by  tbe  noble  earl 
must  be  erronepus.  There  was  also  ano- 
ther particular  referred  to  in  that  report, 
which  he  was  surprised  the  .noble  earl 
should  not,  from  his  local  knowledge,  have 
known  to  be  incorrect;  he  alluded  to  the 
time  vfrhen  the  Act  for  the  Preservation  of 
the  Peace  was  carried  into  execution  in 
the  barony  of  Middlethird,  which  was  not 
tbe  24th  of  Sept.,  but  tbe  4th  of  Sept. 
The  noble  earl  had  asked,  why  the  go- 
vernment had  not  chosen  in  preference  the 
Insurrection  Act  ?  (lord  Donooghmore  ob- 
served, "  if  either  were  necessary"]  and 
which  he  thongltt  fit  lo  characterise  as  the 
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most  lenient  ineftiiire«  bat  which  he  (lord 
Sidmouth)  mutt  eonsider  as  the  roost  ri- 
-gorooa  measareof  the  two.  By  the  In** 
sorrection  Act,  (hat  happy  privilege,  the 
trial  by  jury,  was  not,  as  stated  by  the 
noble  earl>  given  to  the  subject ;  it  was, 
on  the  contrary,  only  to  be  allowed  with 
the  consent  of  the  judge  of  the  court. 
The  Insurrection  Act  was,  therefore,  in 
every  respect  the  more  rigorous  measure; 
whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  the  object  of 
the  Preservation  of  the  Peace  Act  wu 
only  to  administer  the  law  as  it  stood  with 
greater  efiect.  It  besides  was  not  op- 
tional with  the  government  to  carry  into 
efiect  the  Insurrection  Act,  as  it  could  only 
be  put  in  force  upon  the  representation  of 
five  magistrates  of  a  county,  that  such 
county  was  disturbed.  The  Preservation 
of  the  Peace,  or  Police  Act,  on  the  other 
hand,  as  bad  been  correctly  slated,  rested 
entirely  with  the  government,  under  the 
advice  of  the  privy  council,  to  carry  into 
execution.  In  the  instance,  however,  of 
the  prdclaimed  barony,  the  fact  was,  that 
there  was  a  representation  of  a  full  meet* 
ing  of  magistrates,  to  the  number  of  forty, 
of  the  cpunty  of  Tipperary,  of  the  dis-> 
turbed  state  of  that  county,  expressly 
averring  that  several  murders  had  been 
committed  there,  and  prayhig  for  the  exe* 
cution  of  the  Police  Act.  As  to  the  out- 
rages enumerated  by  the  noble  earl  to 
have  been  committed  since,  he  knew  of 
no  object  such  an  enumeration  could  have, 
except  to  shew  the  forbearance  of  the 
government.  Did,  however,  the  noble 
earl  mean  to  object  to  the  nomination  of 
the  respectable  gentleman  (Mr.  Wilcocks) 
who  was  appointed  the  magistrate  at 
Cashel  under  the  Act,  or  did  he  mean  to 
object  to  the  selection  of  the  constables  ? 
Lord  Sidmouth  said,  he  was  satisfied  that 
upon  these  heads  no  valid  objection  what- 
ever could  lie  against  the  government. 
He  felt  some  surprise  at  what  had  been 
said  by  the  noble  earl  with  regard  to  his 
right  hon.  friend,  knowing  the  respect 
which  the  noble  earl  had  for  that  right 
hon.  gentleman;  but  he  felt  it  merely 
justice  to  his  right  hon*  friend  to  observe, 
that  with  that  rare  onion  of  firmness, 
temper,^  and  moderation  which  hts  right 
hon.  friend  possessed,  he  knew  no  man 
better  qualified  tor  the  situation  of  chief 
secretary  for  Ireland.  With  respect  to 
the  motion,  he  knew  of  no  such  communi* 
cations  as  those  alluded  to,  and  therefore 
he  should  move^  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 


The  Earl  of  Donoitfftmoiv  observed,  that 
what  had  been  urged  by  the  noble  Secre* 
tary  of  State,  was  so  far  satisfactory,  with 
a  view  to  the  object  of  the  motion,  that  it 
stated  the  report  to  which  he  (lord  Do<« 
noughmore)  had  alluded,  to  be  erroneotts, 
in  announcing  the  perfect  tranquillity  of 
the  district  referred  to.  It  was,  however, 
rather  singular,  that  the  mistake  was  not 
made  merely  by  one  person,  but  pervaded 
all  the  reports,  as  if  the  statement  had 
been  copied  from  some  official  document; 
but  he  was  disposed  to  be  satisfied,  from 
what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  viscount, 
that  there  must  have  been  a  mistake* 
With  respect  to  the  meeting  of  magis- 
trates  alluded  to,  the  noble  viscount  must 
have  been  aware,  from  the  circumstances 
of  that  meeting,  that  it  was  not  entitled  to 
so  much  attention  as  had  been  paid  to  it. 
As  to  what  he  had  said  with  regard  to  tho 
right  .hon.  gentleman  who  held  the  office 
of  chief  secretary  of  Ireland,  he  begged 
to  be  understood  as' not  intending  to  coo* 
vey  the  slightest  imputation  upon  that 
right  hon.  gentleman.  He  still,  however, 
could  not  lieljp  saying,  that  it  was  more 
advantageous  for  an  old  stager  to  be  ap- 
pointed lo  that  situation.  He  must  also 
be  allowed  to  state,  that  there  were  other 
means  of  tranquillizing  Ireland,  besidee 
those  alluded  to  by  the  noble  viscount. 

The  Question  of  adjournment  was  then 
pat,  and  carried. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

7%tcfM%,  November  24. 

Loan  WAtsiMOHAM.I  On  the  motion 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
House  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
House,  on  the  Prince  Regent's  Message 
respecting  lord  Walsingham's  proposed 
annuity. 

The  Ckaneeihr  qf  the  Ex^equer  stated, 
that  it  had  been  for  many  years  the  doty 
of  that  House  Unvote  rewards  for  services 
of  a  naval  or  military  kind  :  those  which 
were  now  to  be  recompensed  were  of  a 
difierent  nature,  but  also  highly  entitled 
to  the  gratitude  of  the  country.  He  then 
entered  into  a  description  of  lord  Wal- 
singham's  public  services  in  the  other 
House,  paid  a  tribute  to  his  merits,  and 
concluded  by  moving  a  resolution,  that  a 
sum  of  2,0001.  be  granted  to*  his  Royal 
Highness  out  of  the  consolidated  fund  per 
annum,  to  be  settled  in  the  most  effectual 
manner  on  lord  Walsingham,  daring  tho 
term  of  his  oatoral  life. 
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Mr.  Bote  joined  in  the  tribute  of  praise 
jastly  paid  by  bis  right  hon.  friend  to  the 
merits  of  the  noble  lord.  No  one  had 
higher  claims  to  a  public  reward  for  his 
services. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

,     Slayb  TtADK.]    Mr.  Horner  wished  to 
put  a  question  to  the  right  hon.  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on  a  subject 
having  a  reference  to  the  abolition  of  the 
slave  trade.      The  continuance    of  this 
traffic,  he  would  do  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  justice  to  say,  was,  he  believed,  la- 
mented by  no  man  more  than  himself; 
but   while   be    believed    his  right  hon. 
friend  was    zealously  disposed  to  exert 
himself  to  the  utmost  in  efiecting  a  ge- 
neral abolition,  he  was  not  sure  that  he 
could  place  exactlv  the  same  confidence 
in  the  noble  lord,  his  colleague,  to  whom 
that  cause  was  entrusted  at  the  present 
Congress.     There    were  two   points  on 
which  he  wished  for  information  from  his 
right  hon.  friend.    By  a  publication  of 
the  American  government  to  the  world,  of 
the  proceedings  during  the  negociation  at 
Ghent,  it  appeared  to  be  stated  by  the 
secretary  of  state  of  the  American  govern- 
ment, that  a  number  of  negroes,  taken  by 
our  commanders  from  the  southern  stafte, 
or  seduced  to  desert  from  their  masters, 
had  been  carried  by  them  to  the  West 
Indies,  and  there  sold  as. slaves.     This 
was  a  charge  of  the  heaviest  nature,  and 
if  there  was  any  foundation  in  it,  was  one 
which  deeply  affected  the  character  of 
the  officers  employed   in  the  American 
service,  as  well  as  the  government  of  this 
country.    It  was  well  known,  that  one  of 
the  principal  obstacles  to  the  abolition  in 
foreign  states,  and  the  foundation  of  the 
reluctance  felt  by  them,  was  their  dis- 
belief of  the  sincerity  of  the  English  go- 
vernment and  nation.    As  this  charge  had 
been  made  in  so  public  a  manner,  he  was 
anxious  to  know  if  there  was  any  founda- 
tion for  it ;  and  if  government  were  not 
possessed  of  sufficient  information  on  the 
subject,  he  hoped  they  would  be  disposed 
to  take  the  most  prompt  steps  to  ascertain 
the  truth  or  falsehood  of  it.    A  great  deal 
of  time  might  be  saved,  by  applying  for 
the  proofs^  of  which  the  commissioners  at 
Ghent  were  declared  to  be  in  possession ; 
for  Mr.  Monroe  stated,  that  his  depart- 
ment was  in  possession  of  ample  proofs, 
and  that  these  proofs  had  been  sent  to  the 
commissioners  at  Ghent.    For  the  pur- 
pose, therefore,  of  itfcertaining  the  truth 
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or  falsehood  of  these  charges,  be  hoped 
that  an  application   would   l>e  directly 
made  to  the  commissioners  for  the  proob 
of  which  \hey  were  thus  stated  to  tw  in 
possession.— It  had  been  stated  by    the 
right  hon.  gentleman  the  other  evening, 
that  his  Majesty's  government  had   en- 
tered into  a  treaty  of  amity  and  friend - 
ship  with  the  government  of  Spain.     In 
answer  to  an  expression  of  the  wishes  of 
the  House,  it  had  been  answered  by  the 
crown,  that  no  opportunity  would  be  lost 
in  negociating  with  foreign  states,  to  se» 
cure  farther  by  treaty  the  abolition  of 
the  traffic  in  slaves.     He  thought,  cer- 
tainly, that  an  opportunity  of  that  nature 
had  occurred  in  entering  into  a  treaty 
with  Spain,  for  procuring  the  insertion  U 
stipulations  for  the  abolition,  or  at  least 
restrictions  on  the  trade.    When  he  con* 
sidered  the  situation  in  which  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain' stood  with  regard  to  thi» 
country,  he  was  sure  that  a  better  oppor- 
tunity could  not  have  presented  itself  for 
making  the  attempt  which  had  been  pro- 
mised by  his  Majesty's  ministers,  and  that 
if  the  attempt  had  been  made,  it  cooid 
hardly  have  been  inefiectoal.     He  wai 
most  anxious  to  know,  therefore,  if  in  that 
treaty  there  were  any  provisions  for  the 
abolition  or  restriction  of  the  traffic  in 
slaves. 

The  Oumedkr  af  the  Exchequer  trusted 
that  no  doubt  would  be  entertained  by  the 
House  that  the  utmost  effbrta  woald  be 
made  by  his  Majesty's  ministers  for  the 
furtherance  of  an  object  in  which  they 
were  all  so  deeply  interested  as  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave  trade.   He  took  to  him- 
self the  credit  of  the  sincere  disposition  ia 
favour  of  it,  with  which  he  was  compli- 
mented by  his  hon.  and  learned  firiend; 
and  he  ventured  to  assure  him,  injustice 
to  his  coUeaeues,  that  he  was  only  one  of 
many  who  all  felt  an  equal  interest  with 
himself;    and  that  the  noble  lord  espe- 
cially, to  whom  the  interests  of  his  coun- 
try were  at  present  entrusted  at  the  Con- 
gress, had  manifested  in  every  particular 
the  disposition  which  was  common  to  him- 
self and  his  colleagues,  in  his  negociations 
with  the  other  powers  of  Europe.    With 
respect  to  the  first  question  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  he  had  to  state,  that 
his  Majesty's  ministers  had  no  information 
whatever  respecting  the  subject  to  which 
it  related.    They  had  received  no  infor- 
mation that  slaves  had  ever  been  sent  from 
any  part  of  the  coast  of  America  to  tho 
West  India  islands;  and  he  hardly  coa« 
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ceived  that  tny  British  officer  could  have 
been  gailty  of  lo  black  and  atrocious  an 
act  as  that  charged  in  this  case  ;  that  he 
could  possibly  commit  such  a  violation  of 
the  laws  against  the  slave  trade,  and  ex- 
pose himself  to  the  certainty  of  being  pu- 
nished for  so  disgraceful  and  base  a  crime. 
He  pledged  himself  to  make  the  fullest 
inquiry  into  this  case,  and  to  prosecute 
with  the  utmost  rigour  of  justice  any  per* 
sons  who  should  have  so  disgraced  them- 
selves.   Bat  he  hoped,  that  till  this  matter 
was  cleared   up,  .the   House  would   not 
lightly  believe  it.    It  occurred  to  him, 
that  in  this  instance  the  American  govern- 
ment had  given  out  this  statement,  how- 
ever onjostifiable  such  conduct  certainly 
was,  with  a  view  of  striking  a  terror  into 
their  slaves.     This  was  certainly  much 
mor6  probable  than  that  any  British  offi- 
cer should  implicate  himself  in  so  abomi- 
nable a  transaction.    There  certainly  was 
not  in  the  treaty  with  Spain  any  provi- 
sion for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade. 
It  had  been  found  impossible,  in  nego- 
ctating  with  that  court,  to  make  it  sen- 
sible of  what  were  its  true  interests  in  this 
respect    The  House  could  hardly  be  sur- 
prised, when  it  considered  the  whole  of 
the  conduct  of  that  court,  that  in  this  at- 
tempt his  Majesty's  ministers  had  been 
unsuccessful.    But  he  assured  the  House, 
that  no  effort  had  been  wanting  on  ithe 
part  of  the  government  of  this  country  to 
induce  the  court  of  Spain  to  comply,  with 
the  just  expectations  and  wishes  of  the 
people  of  this  country. 
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Friday,  NoDcmber  25. 

London  Auctions  Petition.]  One 
of  the  sheriff's  of  London  presented  at 
the  bar,  a  Petition  from  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Commons  of  the  city  of 
London :  setting  forth ; 

*'  That  frauds  and  deceptions  are  car- 
ried on  to  a  considerable  extent,  by  means 
of  numerous  auction-rooms  for  the  sale  of 
manufactured  goods,  in  small  lots,  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  metropolis,  and  most  of 
the  provincial  towns,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  manufacturer,  the  fair  trader,  and 
the  public  in  general ;  and  that  they  have 
]ong  become  an  intolerable  public  nui- 
sance, not  only  by  the  number  of  persons 
collected  together,  and  the  cheau  and  de- 
ceptions there  practised,  but  by  the  power* 
ful  inducements  they  hold  out  to  swind- 
ling, to  unprincipled  persons  to  obtain 
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goods  upon  credit  to  defraud  their  creditors, 
and  to  servants  to  rob  their  employers,  as 
well  also  as  by  the  frauds  committed  upon 
the  public  revenue ;  and  that  they  tend 
to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  inferior  and 
disrepuuble  articles,  to  the  great  injury  of 
the  manufactures  and  commerce  of  the 
country;and  which  will  now  prove  still  more 
injurious,  when  we  shall  have  to  contend 
against  the  rival  manufactures  of  other 
nations  ;  and  that  while  the  persons  vend- 
ing at  these  sales  elude  that  responsibility, 
as  well  as  various  taxes,  which  attach  to 
the  regular  trader,  disreputable  articles 
are  not  only  vended  with  impunity,  but, 
as  the  petitioners  are  well  informed,  the 
auction  duty  is,  to  a  great  extent, evaded; 
and  that  memorials  have  been  presented 
to  the  lords  commissioners  of  his  Majes- 
ty's Treasury,  and  petitions  to  the  House, 
but  no  remedy  has  yet  been  obtained  for 
these  grievances ;  and  that  a  Bill  was 
brought  into  the  House  during  the  last 
session,  and  afterwards  withdrawn  on  ac- 
countof  some  informality,  but,  for  causes  un- 
known to  the  petitioners,  the  same  was  not 
again  introduced  ;  and  praying  the  House 
to  take  these  serious  grievances  into  con- 
sideration, and  to  grant  such  relief  in  the 
premises  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet." 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Irish  Peace  Pbbsbrvation  Bill.1  Mr. 
Brogden  brought  up  the  report  oT  the 
committee  on  the  Bill  to  amend  an  Act 
passed  in  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
intituled,  «'  An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
better  execution  of  the  laws  in  Ireland, 
by  appointing  superintending  magistrates 
and  additional  constables  in  counties,  in 
certain  cases.**  On  the  motion,  that  the 
Bill  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow, 

Mr.  PoMonhy  said,  he  did  not  rise  with 
a  view  of  opposing  the  motion;  ha 
merely  wished  to  say  a  few  words  on  the 
subject  of  the  Bill.  Hie  opinion  which 
he  had  formed  after  much  inquiry  was, 
that  there  never  was  laid  before  the  House 
a  statement  less  supported  by  facts  in 
many  instances,  than  that  of  the  right 
hon.  the  secretary  for  Ireland  last  session, 
when  be  introduced  the  present  Bill  to  the 
House.  He  was  far  from  entertaining  an 
idea  that  the  right  hon,  gentleman  had 
wilfully  misrepresented  the  state  of  Ireland 
to  the  House ;  but  he  believed  that  he 
had  given  credit  to  the  misrepresentations 
of  others,  without  sufficiently  inquiring 
into  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  their  state- 
ments.   The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
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Wefltroeaih.-    It  coald  not   be  supposed 
that  the  gentlemen  who  composed  those 
grand  jories,  were  liafble  to  the  impirtation 
thrown  out  by  the  right  hon*  gentleman^ 
viz.  that  of  being  influenced  by  private 
and  interested  motives.     He  stated,  that 
an  application  had  before  been  made  from 
Westmeath>  praying  for  the  introduction 
of  the  Insurrection  Act,  with  which  appli- 
cation the  government  of  Ireland  had  de- 
clined to  comply. .   It  was  again  brought 
forward,  signed  by  36  magistrates  of  the 
county.     One  of   the  resolutions  of  the 
meeting   held    upon    that  occasion  con- 
tained, he  recollected,  the  following  re- 
markable expression,  that  the  well-Hiposed 
inhabitants  of  the  county  prayed  to  be  fa- 
voured '  with  the   merciful  operation  of 
the  Insurrection  Act/     He  remembered 
reading  to  tbe  House  an  oath  which  had 
been  taken  by  numbers  of  deluded  per- 
sons, (for  taking  which,  seven  persons  had 
been  actually  convicted) ;  by  which  they 
swore   to  assist  Buonapari^  to  plant  the 
tree  of  liberty  in  the  centre  of  Ireland, 
and    to  put  an    end    to  all    tythes  and 
taxes.     He  stated,  at  the  same  time,  that 
the  objects  of  these  persons  were  as  absurd 
as  they  were  wicked  ;  that  they  were  not 
^countenanced  by  any  one  person  of  rank, 
iaients,  or  character,  in  the  country ;  and 
that  even  the  most  dduded  of  the  unfortu- 
nate persons  themselves  could  not  hope 
for  success  in  their  plans.     But  he  added, 
that  the  delusion  migbt  be  attended  with 
fatal  consequences,  in  the  narrow  circle 
in  which  it  operated.     He  referred  to  the 
representations  made  by  the  magistrates, 
one  of  which  he  bad  read  to  the>  House ; 
It  was  put  into  bis  hands  by  one  of  the 
members  for  the  Queen's  County  (sir  H. 
Parnell),  who  assured  him  that  it  was  not 
exaggerated.     He  had  also  supported  his 
statement  by  a  reference  to  the  records  of 
the  courts  of  justice.     He  had  cited  a  case 
of  a  most  dreadful  combination  to  murder 
an  unfortunate  man,  merely  because  he 
had  given  evidence  against  an  ofiender  at 
a  former  assizes.    No  less  than  eighteen 
persons  were  selected  from  different  pa- 
rishes to  commit  this  murder,  and  six  of 
them  were  afterwards  executed  for  that 
crime.     He  must,  therefore,  beg  to  ask 
the   right    faon.  gentleman,   whether  he 
woDld  still  persist  in  saying  that  he  (Mr. 
^eel)  had  been  deceived  himself,  and  had 
deceived  the  House  by  exaggerated  state- 
ments?  There  was  one  document  which 
he  did  not  read  to  the  Honse,  for  it  was 
Bot  then  in  existence^  bnt  which  be  would 
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now  read  ;  it  was  the  application  of  the 
magistrates,  upon  which  the  Police  Act 
had  been  applied  to  the  barony  of  Mid- 
dlethird.  Mr.  Peel  then  read  the  Memo- 
rial,  praying  that  the  barony  might  be 
proclaimed  in  consequence  of  the  no-^ 
merous  murders  committed  in  it. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that 
magistrates,  wishing  for   an  increase   of 
power,  or  being  desirous  of  conpensatiug 
for  their  own  want  of  exertion  in  the  dis* 
charge  of  their  duties,  or  perhaps  wanting 
to  make  some  provision  for  themselves  or 
their  families,  might  make  these  exagge- 
rated representations  to  answer  their  own 
purposes;  but  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  recollect,  that  the  persons  who  had 
made  these  applications*  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Police  Act,  were  to  pay  the 
expense  of  putting,  it  in  force ;   and  be 
thought  he  might  fairly  set  off  their  pe- 
cuniary interest  against  any  wish  which 
they    might  have  to  relieve  themselves 
from  active  exertions,  if  even  be  could 
suppose  the  existence  of  such  a  wish.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman,   he  thought,  most 
admit,  that  the  barony  of  Middlethird  was 
in  a  situation  in  which  this  law  ought  to 
be  applied  to  it,  when  those  who  were  to 
defray  the  expense  of  potting  it  in  force 
solicited  for  its  introduction.    He  might 
also  refer,  in  justification  of  the  measure 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  now  ar- 
raigned, to  the  support  which  it  met  with 
from  almost  every  Irish  member  who  was 
present  when   the  Bill    was  introduced. 
The  member  for  Dublin  said  a  few  words 
upon  the  subject,  but  declared,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  statement  which  he 
(Mr.  Peel)  had  made,  he  would  not  op* 
pose  the  Bill ;  all  the  other  Irish  members 
who  spoke  upon  the  subject,  gave  it  their 
cordial  support;  and  among  that  number 
was    the    right    hon.  gentleman  himself. 
Sorely,  then,  if  he  wanted  any  further  jus- 
tification of  the  measure  in  question,  that 
justification  was  to  be  found  in  the  generri 
concurrence  which  it  met  with  from  the 
members  for  Ireland. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  com- 
pared the  present  times  with  those  of  1806; 
he  had  stated,  that  the  Threshers  then  com- 
mitted  outrages  in  many  parts  of  Ireland  ; 
that  applications  were  made  to  the  govern- 
ment  to  have  recourse  to  strong  measures; 
but  the  government  of  that  day  refused  to 
comply  with  those  applications,  and  that 
the  Threshers  were  put  down  by  the  ordt* 
nary  exertion  of  the  laws.  He  bad  always 
understood^  howevefi  that  so  convinced 
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was  that  government,  in  which  the  right 
hfon.  gentleman  held  so  high  an  office*  of 
the  necessity  of  having  recourse  tostronger 
tnea&ures,  that  when  they  quitted  the 
administration,  they  left  behind  tliem  that 
▼ery  Insurrection  Act  of  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  now  complained,  and 
which  was  to  have  been  brooghl  forward 
by  Mr.  £lliot,  then  chief  secretary  to  the 
lord  lieutenant.  He  did  not  state  the 
fact  from  his  own  knowledge,  but  he  knew 
that  it  was  sikted  in  debate,  that  when 
the  duke  of  Wellington  succeeded  to  the 
office  of  chief  secretary,  he  found  the  Bill 
for  introducing  the  Insurrection  Act  drawn 
up,  ready  to  be  presented  to  parliament, 
by  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Elliot.  It  was 
stated  on  that  occasion,  that  there  was 
good  ground  for  the  introduction  of  that 
Bill,  because  the  member  for  Dublin  had 
said,  there  was  a  French  party  in  Ireland. 
He  thanked  the  right  hon.  gentleman  for 
the  credit  which  he  had  given  to  the 
government  of  Ireland,  of  not  having 
applied  this  law  to  the  purposes  of  pa- 
tronage. He  agreed  in  the  opinion,  that 
there  could  not  be  a  more  flagitious  abuse 
of  the  power  entrusted  to  the  government 
of  Ireland,  than  for  them  to  have  applied 
this  law  to  promote  their  own  influence 
or  to  e:«tend  their  patronage.  He  should 
think  that  he  deserved  to  be  visited  with 
the  severest  punishment,  if  he  suffered 
himself  to  be  made  a  party  in  any  such 
transaction.  He  also  concurred  in  another 
opinion  expressed  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, that  it  was  not  expedient  to  select 
the  persons  who  were  to  put  this  law  in 
force,  from  the  district  to  which  it  was  to 
be  applied. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  was  correct 
in  supposing  that  many  applications  had 
been  made  to  the  government  of  Ireland 
to  put  this  law  in  force,  but  they  had  been 
refused,  because  it  was  felt  that  the 
strongest  proof  must  be  given,  before  the 
government  ought  to  consent  to  the 
application  of  so  strong  a  measure;  the 
most  indisputable  evidence  ought  to  be 
given,  that  the  lives  and  property  of  the 
innocent  inhabitants  were  in  danger,  and 
that  the  ordinary  powers  of  the  law  were 
insufficient  to  protect  them.  He  could 
not,  however,  by  any  means  agree  with 
one  of  the  reasons  urged  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  against  potting  this  law 
in  force,  viz.  that  it  would  give  op  a 
Catholic  population  to  the  power  of  an 
Orange  magistracy.  It  was  to  him  a 
Mbject  of  deep  regrel»  to  hear  thai  the 
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right  hon.  gentleman,  by  such  an  expres- 
sion, countenanced  one  of  the  most  wicked 
and  laflaromatory  statements,  with  respect 
to  the  Insurrection  Act,  and  its  abuse  by 
magistrates,  that  had  ever  been  made. 
Surely  the  right  hon.  gentleman  must 
remember,  that  the  law  provided  that  a 
king's  counsel  should  be  sent  from  Dublin 
to  assist  at  the  trial  of  any  persons  accose|| 
under  this  Act,  and  that  if  any  difference 
of  opinion  prevailed  between  the  magis- 
trates and  the  king's  counsel,  the  sentence 
should  not  be  carried  into  execution,  until 
all  the  facts  were  laid  before  the  Irish 
government.  He  trusted  that  the  House 
would  be  of  opinion,  that  this  provision 
afforded  a  sufficient  guard  against  the 
indulgence  of  these  religious  prejudices. of 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  so 
much  afraid,  but  the  possible  operation  of 
which,  in  the  manner  mentioned,  he  never 
could  admit. 

He  had  now,  he  believed,  adverted  to 
all  the  topics  introduced  Into  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  speech :  he  wished,  if 
he  could  with  regularity,  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  what  had  passed  in  another 
place  upon  this  subject,  and  upon  the 
speech  of  a  noble  lord  of  the  other  House 
of  Parliament  [The  Speaker  said,  it  was 
irregular  to  advert  to  what  had  passed  in 
any  other  place.]  Mr.  Peel  said,  he 
should  bow  to  that  authority,  and  not 
attempt  to  evade  the  order  of  the  House. 
He  should  merely  say,  that  he  had  pre- 
pared a  clause  in  compliance  with  the 
suggestion  of  a  right  hon«  baronet,  who 
wished  to  give  government  the  power  of 
narrowing  the  operation  of  this  law 
strictly  to  the  oftnding  spot,  in  order  that 
the  innocent  might  not  suffer  for  the 
guilty.  This  clause  was  to  enable  govern- 
ment to  proclaim  every  part  or  parts  of  a 
county  in  a  state  of  disturbance.  He 
concluded  with  thanking  the  House  for  its 
indulgence,  and  regretting  that  he  had 
been  compelled  to  trooble  it  so  long. 

.  Sir  J(A»  Newport  said,  he  had  always  op«i 
posed  the  passing  of  the  Insurrection  Act, 
because  he  thought  it  was  a  most  uncon- 
stitutional measure,  and  one  that  ought 
never  to  be  cooDteDanced  in  that  House, 
but  in  cases  of  the  most  urgent  and  evi- 
dent necessity.  To  his  own  knowledge^ 
the  powers,  he  might  say,  the  very  extras 
ordinary  powersi  giTen  by  that  Act  to 
the  magistrates,  had  in  many  instances 
been  perverted  to  gratify  personal  resent- 
ments and  private  views,  merely  from  a 
caocoroui  feeliog«  arising  from  a  differ* 
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Westmeakh.'  It  coald  not  be  supposed 
that  the  gentlemen  who  composed  those 
grand  juries,  were  liable  to  the  imputation 
thrown  out  by  the  right  hon«  geDtleroan, 
viz.  that  of  being  influenced  by  private 
and  interested  motives.  He  stated,  that 
an  application  bad  before  been  made  from 
Westmeath,  praying  for  the  introduction 
of  the  Insurrection  Act,  with  which  appli- 
cation the  government  of  Ireland  had  de- 
clined to  comply. .  It  was  again  brought 
forward,  signed  by  36  magistrates  of  the 
county.  One  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
meeting  held  upon  that  occasion  con- 
tained, he  recollected,  the  following  re- 
markable expression,  that  the  weli-di posed 
ihbabitants  of  the  county  prayed  to  be  fa- 
voured '  witb  the  merciful  operation  of 
the  Insurrection  Act/  He  remembered 
reading  to  tbe  House  an  oath  which  had 
been  taken  by  numbers  of  deluded  per- 
sons, (for  taking  which,  seven  persons  had 
been  actually  convicted)  ;  by  which  they 
swore  to  assist  Buonaparte  to  plant  the 
tree  of  liberty  in  the  centre  of  Ireland, 
and  to  put  an  end  to  all  tytbes  and 
taxes.  He  stated,  at  the  same  time,  that 
the  objects  of  these  persons  were  as  absurd 
as  they  were  wicked  ;  that  they  were  not 
jcountenanced  by  any  one  person  of  rank, 
iaients,  or  character,  in  the  country ;  and 
that  even  the  most  deluded  of  the  unfortu- 
nate persons  tbemselves  could  not  hope 
for  success  in  their  plans.  But  he  added, 
that  the  delusion  miglit  be  attended  witb 
fatal  consequences,  in  the  narrow  circle 
in  which  it  operated.  He  referred  to  the 
representations  made  by  the  magistrates, 
one  of  which  he  had  read  to  the-  House ; 
it  was  put  into  his  hands  by  one  of  the 
members  for  the  Queen's  County  (sir  H. 
Parnell),  who  assured  him  that  it  was  not 
exaggerated. .  He  bad  also  supported  his 
statement  by  a  reference  to  the  records  of 
the  courts  of  justice.  He  had  cited  a  case 
of  a  most  dreadful  combination  to  murder 
an  unfortunate  man,  merely  because  he 
had  given  evidence  against  an  offender  at 
a  former  assizes.  No  less  than  eighteen 
persons  were  selected  from  different  pa- 
rishes to  commit  this  murder,  and  six  of 
them  were  afterwards  executed  for  that 
crime.  He  must,  therefore,  beg  to  ask 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  whether  he 
wotild  still  persist  in  saying  that  he  (Mr. 
Peel)  had  been  deceived  himself,  and  bad 
deceived  the  House  by  exaggerated  state- 
ments? There  was  one  document  which 
he  did  not  read  to  the  House,  for  it  wu 
iu)t  ihen  in  existence,  bsxi  which  be  would 
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now  read  ;  it  was  the  application  of  the 
magistrates,  upon  which  the  Police  Act 
had  been  applied  to  the  barony  of  Mid- 
dlethird.  Mr.  Peel  then  read  the  Memo* 
rial,  praying  that  the  barony  might  be 
proclaimed  in  consequence  of  the  au'^ 
merous  murders  committed  in  it. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that 
magistrates,  wishing  for   an  increase   of 
power,  or  being  desirous  of  compensattug 
for  their  own  want  of  exertion  in  tbe  dis- 
charge of  their  duties,  or  perhaps  wanting 
to  make  some  provision  for  themselves  or 
their  families,  might  make  these  exagge- 
rated representations  to  answer  their  own 
purposes;  but  tbe  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  recollect,  that  the  persons  who  had 
made  these  applications'  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Police  Act,  were  to  pay  the 
expense  of  putting,  it  in  force ;    and  he 
thought  he  might  fairly  set  off  their  pe- 
cuniary interest  against  any  wish  which 
they    might  have  to  relieve  themselves 
from  active  exertions,  if  even  he  could 
suppose  the  existence  of  such  a  wish.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman,   he  thought,  most 
admit,  that  the  barony  of  Middlethird  was 
in  a  situation  in  which  this  law  ought  to 
be  applied  to  it,  when  those  who  were  to 
defray  the  expense  of  potting  it  in  force 
solicited  for  its  introduction.     He  might 
also  refer,  in  justification  of  the  measure 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  now  ar- 
raigned, to  tbe  support  which  it  met  with 
from  almost  every  Irish  member  who  was 
present  when   the  Bill    was  introduced. 
The  member  for  Dublin  said  a  few  words 
upon  tbe  subject,  but  declared,  that  in 
consequence  of  the  statement  which  be 
(Mr.  Peel)  had  made,  he  would  not  op- 
pose the  Bill ;  all  the  other  Irish  members 
who  spoke  upon  the  subject,  gave  it  their 
cordial  support;  and  among  that  number 
was    the    right    hon.  gentleman  himself. 
Surely,  then,  if  he  wanted  any  further  jus- 
tification of  the  measure  in  questioO|  that 
justification  was  to  be  found  in  the  general 
concurrence  which  it  met  witb  from  the 
members  for  Ireland. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  com- 
pared the  present  times  with  those  of  1806; 
he  had  stated,  that  the  Threshers  then  com- 
mitted  outrages  in  many  parts  of  Ireland ; 
that  applications  were  made  to  the  govern- 
ment to  have  recourse  to  strong  measures; 
but  tbe  government  of  that,  day  refused  to 
comply  with  those  applications,  and  that 
the  Threshers  were  put  down  by  tbe  ordi* 
nary  exertion  of  the  laws.  He  bad  always 
understood,  however,  that  so  convinced 
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was  that  government,  in  which  the  right 
hfOD.  genUeman  held  lo  high  an  office,  of 
the  necessity  of  having  recourse  tostronger 
ineasures,  that  when  they  quitted  the 
administration,  they  left  behind  them  that 
▼ery  Insurrection  Act  of  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  now  complained,  and 
which  was  to  have  been  broughl  forward 
by  Mr.  £niot,  then  chief  secretary  to  the 
lord  lieutenant.  He  did  not  state  the 
fact  from  his  own  knowledge,  but  he  knew 
that  it  was  stated  in  debate,  that  when 
the  duke  of  Wellington  socceeded  to  the 
office  of  chief  secretary,  he  found  the  Bill 
for  introducing  the  Insurrection  Act  drawn 
up,  ready  to  be  presented  to  parliament^ 
by  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Elliot.  It  was 
stated  on  that  occasion,  that  there  was 
good  ground  for  the  introduction  of  that 
Bill,  because  the  member  for  Dublin  had 
said,  there  was  a  French  party  in  Ireland. 
He  thanked  the  right  hon.  gentleman  for 
the  credit  which  he  had  given  to  the 
government  of  Ireland,  of  not  having 
applied  this  law  to  the  purposes  of  pa- 
tronage. He  agreed  in  the  opinion,  that 
there  could  not  be  a  more  flagitious  abuse 
of  the  power  entrusted  to  the  government 
of  Ireland,  than  for  them  to  have  applied 
this  law  to  promote  their  own  influence 
nr  to  extend  their  patronage.  He  should 
think  that  he  deserved  to  be  visited  with 
the  severest  punishment,  if  he  suffered 
himself  to  be  made  a  party  in  any  such 
transaction.  He  also  concurred  in  another 
opinion  expressed  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, that  it  was  not  expeoient  to  select 
the  persons  who  were  to  put  this  law  in 
force,  from  the  district  to  which  it  was  to 
be  applied. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  was  correct 
in  supposing  that  many  applications  had 
been  made  to  the  government  of  Ireland 
to  put  this  law  in  force,  but  they  had  been 
refused,  because  it  was  felt  that  the 
strongest  proof  most  be  given,  before  the 
government  ought  to  consent  to  the 
application  of  so  strong  a  measure ;  the 
most  indisputable  evidence  ought  to  be 
given,  that  the  lives  and  property  of  the 
innocent  inhabitants  were  in  danger,  and 
that  the  ordinary  powers  of  the  law  were 
insufficient  to  protect  them.  He  could 
not,  however,  by  any  means  agree  with 
one  of  the  reasons  urged  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  against  putting  this  law 
in  force,  viz.  that  it  wonld  give  op  a 
Catholic  population  to  the  power  of  an 
Orange  magistracy.  It  was  to  him  a 
Mibject  of  deep  regret»  to  hear  that  the 
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right  hon.  gentleman,  by  such  an  expres- 
sion, countenanced  one  of  the  most  wicked 
and  Inflammatory  statements,  with  respect 
to  the  Insurrection  Act,  and  its  abuse  by 
magistrates,  that  had  ever  been  made. 
Surely  the  right  hon.  gentleman  most 
remember,  that  the  law  provided  that  a 
king's  counsel  should  be  sent  from  Dublin 
to  assist  at  the  trial  of  any  persons  accuse^ 
under  this  Act,  and  that  if  any  difierence 
of  opinion  prevailed  between  the  magis- 
trates and  the  king's  counsel,  the  sentence 
should  not  be  carried  into  execution,  until 
all  the  facts  were  laid  before  the  Irish 
government.  He  trusted  that  the  House 
would  be  of  opinion,  that  this  provision 
aflR>rded  a  sufficient  guard  against  the 
indulgence  of  these  religious  prejudices  of 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  so 
much  afraid,  but  the  possible  operation  of 
which,  in  the  manner  mentioned,  he  never 
could  admit. 

He  had  now,  he  believed,  adverted  to 
all  the  topics  introduced  into  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  speech :  he  wished,  if 
he  could  with  regularity,  to  say  a  few 
words  upon  what  had  passed  in  another 
place  upon  this  subject,  and  upon  the 
speech  of  a  noble  lord  of  the  other  House 
of  Parliament  [The  Speaker  said,  it  was 
irregular  to  advert  to  what  had  passed  in 
any  other  place.]  Mr.  Peel  said,  be 
should  bow  to  that  authority,  and  not 
attempt  to  evade  the  order  of  the  House. 
He  should  merely  say,  that  he  had  pre- 
pared a  clause  in  compliance  with  the 
suggestion  of  a  right  hon.  baronet,  who 
wished  to  give  government  the  power  of 
narrowing  the  operation  of  this  law 
strictly  to  the  ofiending  spot,  in  order  that 
the  innocent  might  not  suffer  for  the 
guilty.  This  clause  was  to  enable  govern- 
ment to  proclaim  every  part  or  parts  of  a 
county  m  a  state  of  disturbance.  He 
concluded  with  thanking  the  House  for  iu 
indulgence,  and  regretting  that  he  had 
been  compelled  to  trouble  it  so  long. 

Sir  J(Au  Newport  said,  he  had  always  op«i 
posed  the  passing  of  the  Insurrection  Act, 
because  he  thought  it  was  a  most  uncon- 
stitutional measure,  and  one  that  ought 
never  to  be  countenanced  in  that  House, 
but  in  cases  of  the  most  urgent  and  evi- 
dent necessity.  To  his  own  knowledge, 
the  powers,  he  might  say,  the  very  extras 
ordinary  powersi  given  by  that  Act  to 
the  magistrates,  had  in  many  instances 
been  perverted  to  gratify  personal  resent- 
ments and  private  views,  merely  from  a 
canooroui  feeling,  arieing  from  a  difler« 


SSBJ    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

eQc«  of  religioas  principles.  He  thought 
therefcMre  that  the  Act  ought  to  be  anou- 
ally  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  par- 
liamenty  in  order  for  them  to  say  whether 
it  should  be  continued  or  be  suffered  to  ex- 
pire. As  to  the  Peace  Preservation  Bill,  he 
believed  it  had  produced  salutary  and  be- 
neficial effects.  He  would  always  speak 
his  mind»  and  declare  candidly  what  he 
had  perceived  to  be  the  effect  of  any  lawj 
though  he  might  have  opposed  it  in  its 
origin  and  progress  as  an  unconstitutional 
measure.  He  therefore  repeated,  that  he 
believed  it  had  produced  salutary  effects, 
even  extraneous  to  the  barony  of  Middle- 
third.  He  had  been  well  informed,  that 
there  were  many  other  districts  adjoining, 
where  a  similar  disposition  to  tumultuary 
proceedings  had  evinced  itself,  which  had, 
in  consequence  of  this  Act,  been  sup- 
pressed, without  any  of  the  parties  so  pre- 
disposed for  illegal  propensities  having 
committed  themselves.  On  that  account 
he  should  give  no  further  opposition  to 
the  present  Bill. 

Mr.  Boomer  said,  he  had  originally 
thought  this  Act,  when  introduced  by  the 
right  hoB.  gentleman,  a  most  unconstitu- 
tional one ;  and  of  the  principle  of  it,  he 
still  entertained  the  same  opinion:  but 
from  what  be  had  lately  heard,  and  parti- 
cularly  what  had  fallen  from  his  right  hon. 
friend  who  spoke  last,  he  was  inclined  to 
believe  it  had  been  attended  with  salotary 
reflects ;  and  it  gave  him  the  highest  satis- 
faction to  find,  that  the  Irish  government 
had  carefully  abstained  from  acting  on  the 
litery  extraordinary  powers  with  which  the 
Act  had  invemd  them.  On  this  accoont 
he  did  not  feel  inclined  to  give  any  oppo- 
aitton  to  the  progress  of  the  present  Bill. 

Mr.  J,  P.  Grain  aaid  a  tew  words  re- 
apecting  his  reason  for  origioally  opposing 
it,  which  had  been  done  away  by  the  ope- 
ration of  the  Act»  and  the  commondable 
forbearance  of  the  Irish* 

The  Bill  was  ordored  to  be  read  a  third 
time  to*  morrow. 

Committee  of  Sovplt  -^  Sicilt  — 
Naples— Saxont,  &c}.  The  order  of  the 
day  being  read  for  gomg  into  a  Commit- 
tee  ef  Supplr# 

Mr.  WkUiretkl  rose,  and  said,  that  ho 
wished  to  avaihhimself  of  this  last  oppof^ 
tuoity  of  bringing  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House  some  topics  to  which  he  had 
two  or  three  times  before  adverted,  and 
upon  some  of  which  he  had  since  obtaiaed 
additional  informalion.     Before  ho  pro- 
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ceeded  to  the  main  sul^ct,  he  begged 
leave  to  call  the  attention  of  his  Biajesty's 
nlinisters  to  the  property  tax.     It   was 
understood  that  the  right  hon.  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  meant  next  .week 
to  propose  an  adjournment  (and  to  carr^ 
that  proposition  by  a  vote,  if  any  opposi* 
tion  were  given,  as  most  assuredly  would 
be  the  case)  until  the  end  of  January,  or 
the  beginning  of  February.    The  conse- 
quence would  be,  that  a  very  short  period 
would  be  allowed  for  the  consideration  of 
that  most  important  measure  the  property 
tax,    of  which    a    continuation,    cither 
wholly  or  in  part,  was  to  be  suggested  by 
ministers.     This  appeared  to  him  a  most 
extraordinary  proceeding— it  was  treating 
the  House  and  the  country  with  great 
disrespect :  their  opinioqs  were  not  to  be 
asked,  hot  ministers  were  to  submit  their 
proposition,  with  the  utmost  confidence  of 
its  being  immediately  and  implicitly  aab-^ 
mitted  to;   parliament  being  allowed  to 
exercise  no  judgment  or  discretion  upon 
a  tax,  for  the  termination  of  which  its 
faith  was  solemnly  pledged  to  the  nation. 
[Hear,  hear !]    So  assured  of  success  did 
government  esteem  themselves,  that  no- 
tices had  been  given  of  assessments  to  bo 
made  to  April  1816;   the  law  expirinff 
upon  the  5th  of  April  1815.    It  remained 
to  be  seen  upon  what  authority  such  de<» 
manda  had  been  made ;  it  ought  to  bo 
known  that  at  present  no  regard  need  be 
paid  to  such  inforroatioOf  as  the  law,  on« 
less  revived,  vrould  die  a  natural  death  at 
the  time  stated.    The  question  to  be  con* 
sidered  upon  this  point  was,  whether,  be« 
tween  the  beginnmg  of  February  and  the 
period  for  renewing  the   Property  Tax 
Act,  if  indeed  a  renewal  were  to  be  al- 
lowed, sufficient  time  w&s  allowed  for  the 
discussion  of,  and  deliberation  upon  this 
very  important  subject. 

Before  the  Honso  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  for  the  grant  of  any  further 
sums  of  the  public  money,  he  wished  once 
more  to  advert  to  the  engagomento  with 
foreign  powers,  entered  into  under  the 
express  sanction  of  our  plenipotentiaries, 
of  which  ministers  either  were,  or  sAected 
to  be  ignorant:  if  they  were  actually 
ignorant,  their  colleagues  abroad  had  been 
guilty  of  a  gvosa  neglect  of  their  duty,  in 
not  transmitting  those  engagements;  or, 
if  they  were  not  ignorant,  and  kept  par* 
I  lament  in  the  dark  upon  such  momentous 
points,  the  government  here  was  charge- 
able with  an  offence  still  more  unjuatifi* 
able.     From  what  ho  ha^  staled,   and 


filS] 


9icU]^Napk9^^Saxot^,  i^c. 


Nov.  fi5,  1814. 


[526 


proved  on  a  former  evening,  it  appeared 
that  the  Houte«  in  conieqoence  of  want  of 
information,  ^h ad  actnaVly  voted  an  enor- 
mous iom  of  money,  in  direct  opposition 
to  a  solemn  treaty.  He  was  liappy  to 
have  it  now  in  his  power  to  supply  some 
further  information  npon  the  subject  of  the 
subsidy  given  to  Sicily,  to  enable  her  to 
carry  on  war  against  Naples,  at  the  very 
moment  when  we  had  entered  into  one  of 
the  most  solemn  engagements  with  the 
kin^  of  Naples,  to  preserve  to  him  the 
undisturbed  possession  of  his  dominion^; 
thus  placing  ourselves  in  this  singular 
aitoation,  that  we  were  supplying  money 
to  one  power  to  destroy  another,  which 
other  we  had  hound  ourselves  by  every 
means  in  our  power  to  uphold.  In  the 
previous  discussion  upon  thfs  question,  he 
had  read  to  the  House  a  copy  of  lord 
William  Bentinck's  letter,  and  he  now 
begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  certain  very  remarkable  circomstances 
that  took  place  at  Chatillon.  A  pacifiea- 
lion  was  there  proposed  on  tbe  part  of  Na* 
poleon,  who  was  still  at  the  head  of  the 
French  empire,  by  which  several  arrange* 
ments  for  the  kingdom,  of  Italy  were  sug- 
gested, and  among  others,  Boonapart£ 
was  Co  decide  tbe  fate  of  the  Papal  domi- 
nions, and  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples.  To 
this  proposition  the  allied  powersanswered, 
that  io  the  af&irs  of  Italy,  France  couM 
not  be  allowed  to  interfere,  as  it  bad  been 
already  determined  by  treaty  that  tbe 
Neapolitan  dominions  were  to  be  gua* 
jranteed  to  their  present  sovereign:  the 
express  atipnlation  was,  that  the  four 
allied  sovereigns  had  consented  to  gua- 
rantee bis  dominions  to  Joachim,  on  the 
conditions  stated  in  the  treaty  entered  into 
between  tbe  emperor  of  Austria  and  .the 
king  of  Naplce.  This  treaty  received  the 
sanction  of  all  tbe  plenipoientiaries,  and, 
of  ooorse,  of  tbe  minister  from  this  coun- 
try. Besides  this  confirmation,  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  said,  be  was  in  possession  of  some 
oiber  circomsianoes  of  not  less  importance. 
It  was  known  that  at  Leghorn  a  proclama- 
tion bad  been  pnblished  by  the  Anglo- 
SiciHan  forces,  bi-  which  it  was  declared 
that  tbe  army  of  Ferdinand  had  landed 
for  the  purpose  of  conquering  the  ancient 
dominions  of  that  sovereign.  Of  course 
this  instrument  bad  occasioned  some  in- 
quiry, and  a  letter  was  sent  to  lord  William 
Bebtinck,  written,  as  was  asserted  by  lord 
Castlereagb,  upon  tbe  appearance  of  the 
proclamation  allnded  to,  in  order  to  re- 
the  nofavonrable  impression  it  was 


likely  to  produce.  It  commenced  by  ex- 
pressing his  astonishment  and  /egret  at 
the  intelligence  which  had  been  trans-, 
mitted  to  him,  which  must  doubtless  meet 
with  the  high  disapprobation  of  tbe  court 
of  Naples ;  it  requested  that  lord  William 
Bentinck  would  communicate  to  the  king 
of  Naples  what  meastires  had  been  taken 
by  the  British  government,  and  ask 
whether  his  Majesty  was  satisfied  with  tbe  ' 
indemnity  that  had  been  offered  to  him : 
if  reliance  were  placed  upon  tbe  terms  of 
the  proclamation,  of  course  the  king  of 
Naples  would  be  compelled  to  think  of 
employing  his  own  means,  being  de- 
pendent upon  himself  alone ;  that  Eng- 
land bad  made  such  engagements  wi^h 
the  king  of  Naples  as  reiklered  a  strict 
adherence  to  tbe  terms  necessary;  and 
that  although  she  had  not  entered  into  a 
solemn  treaty,  it  had  been  omitted  only 
from  motives  of  delicacy  to  king  Fer- 
dinand of  Sicily ;  but  that  if  the  king  of 
Sicily  should  deem  it  more  advisable  to 
thwart  the  views  of  the  British  govern^ 
ment  by  making  an  attack  upon  the  domi* 
nions  c^  tbe  king  of  Naples,  in  such  a 
case  the  king  of  Sicily  must  act  upon  bia 
own  account,  and  England,  having  granted 
an  indemnity,  would  ieel  herself  called 
opon  to  give  protection  to  the  king  of 
Naples,  against  any  act  of  indiscretion 
that  the  king  of  Sicily  might  determine 
to  commit.  [Hear,  bear  !]  The  House 
would  bear  in  mind  that  the  letter  was 
written  by  lord  Caatlereagh,  and  that  it 
spoke  the  language  of  the  r^ince  Regent, 
and  of  the  British  government.  In  what 
situation,  then,  were  we  placed  ?  Joachim 
of  Naples,  a  distinguished  general,  had 
deserted  the  cause  of  Buonaparte  before 
all  sense  of  honour  was  extinct  in  England, 
and  long  before  the  strength  and  resources 
of  his  former  master  were  exhausted :  such, 
at  that  time,  was  the  power  of  Naples,  that 
it  was  deemed  politic  by  tbe  mightier  sove« 
reigns  to  goarantee  bis  security  and  inde* 
pendence,  on  condition  that  be*weuld 
abandon  the  cause  for  which  he  had  taken 
up  arms ;  but,  now  the  power  of  Bnona-. 
parte  was  extinguished,  the  power  of  Mnrat 
was  to  be  extinguished  also.  Mr.  Whit* 
bread  said,  he  remembered,  in  tbe  early 
part  of  the  Revolution,  when  general  Dih 
mourier  first  came  over  to  the  allies,  the 
event  was  announced  in  tbe  most  pom* 
pons  manner ;  be  was  extolled  by  prince 
Cobourg  as  one  of  the  greatest  characters 
of  the  day,  nothing  could  exceed  bis  ge* 
nerosity  and  magnanimity ;  but,  n»tday» 
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against  ourselves.  This,  however,  acting 
on  our  present  plan,  we  should  do.  Con- 
tinuing to  subsidise  Sicily  while  at  war, 
should  Ferdinand  appear  on  the  point  of 
accomplishing  that  which  it  was  bis 
avowed  intention  to  effect,  England,  as 
the  guarantee  of  the  throne  of  Murat, 
would  be  bound  to  interpose  by  force,  to 
restrain  that  hostility  which  her  treasure 
supported.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
luul  said,  he  would  neither  admit  nor  deny 
the  facts  which  had  bean  stated.  After 
hearing  this,  he  (Mr.  Ponaonby)  must  as* 
8ume  they  were  admitted ;  for  the  most 
cautious  minister  he  had  ever  seen  in  that 
House,  (he  must  own  he  bad  never  known 
a  minister  more  cautious  than  the  present 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  more  guarded 
against  answering  questions,  more  careful 
not  to  commit  hinoself  by  giving  infor- 
mations)— he  would  repeat  it,  the  most 
cautious  minister  he  bad  ever  seen  in  that 
House  would  not  have  heard  such  fiicts 
asserted  without  denying  them,  if  it  was 
in  his  power  to  do  so.  Nothing  could  be 
more  absurd  than  to  guarantee  the  throne 
of  Naples  to  Murat,  and  then  subsidise  the 
king  of  Sicily  to  dethrone  him  ;  to  give 
him  half  the  subsidy  he  had  formerly  re- 
ceived ;  to  pat  the  king  on  half  pay,  that 
he  might  make  war  on  the  sovereign  we 
had  undertaken  to  support  in  his  kingdom. 
This  arrangement  appeared  to  him  to  be 
the  perfection  of  human  absurdity.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  said,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  when  the  proper  time 
arrived,  ministers  would  be  able  to  offer  a 
most  triumphant  justification  of  their  con* 
duct.  He  hoped  they  would  be  able  to 
do  this ;  he  hoped  they  would,  not  from 
any  great  concern  that  he  felt  on  their 
account,  but  because  he  considered  the 
cause  of  England  the  cause  of  justice ;  it 
was  her  interest  that  all  the  powers  of 
Europe  should  possess  what  they  were 
rightfully  entitled  to ;  that  things  should 
return  to  the  old  system,  and  that  that 
should  be  given  op  under  which  France 
had  long  plundered  and  outraged  her 
weaker  neighbours.  Whenever  the  time 
came  at  which  ministers  would  give  the 
promised  explanation,  whenever  the  oracle 
should  speak,  he  trusted  it  would  be  shewn 
that  the  rights  of  every  power  had  been 
attended  to,  and  then  they  would  be  able 
to  prove  that  they  had  secured  the  inte« 
rests  of  this  country.  This  established, 
they  might  boast  a  triumphant  jnstifica* 
tioD ;  but  if  they  should  not  satisfy  the 
House  that  tbia  bad  been  their  object,  he 
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trusted  they  would  meet  with  an  ignomi- 
nious condemnation. 

Mr.  Bathurst  said,  that  he  considered 
that  as  praise  which  bad  been  uttered  as 
censure,  namely,  that  the  present  minis- 
ters  were  most  cautious  not  to  make  un- 
necessary disclosures.     The  situation  of 
public  affairs  was  not  at  all  different,  now 
that    the   apolitical    arrangements    were 
making   in   Congress,   at  Vienna,  from 
what  they  had  been  when  the  measures 
were  taking  for  a  pacification  in  the  heart 
of  France.    The  House,  and  the  gentle- 
men opposite  him,  had  then  most  pro- 
perly reposed  confidence  in  his  Majesty's 
ministers ;  and  it  was  plain  that  no  nego- 
ciatlons  coold,  with  honour  or  advantage, 
be  carried  on,  if  they  were  subject  to 
partial  examinations  in  detail,  by  ques- 
tions put  across  the  table.    It  was  on  this 
general  ground,  and  not  from  any  peculiar 
circumstances,  that  answers  were  refused 
to  questions  which  had  been  put.     The 
circumstances  in  which  the  House  were 
placed  were  well  known :  the  noble  lord 
employed  in  the  negociation  had  been 
appointed  with  the  approbation  of  every 
one,  and  especially  of  the  gentlemen  op- 
posite him,  both  to  negociate  in  France 
and  to  assist  at  the  Congress.    The  time 
would  come^  when  all  things  respecting 
which  questions  were  at  present  impro- 
perly asked,  would  be  explained  ;  and  it 
would  then  appear,  that  all  due  efforts 
had  been  made ;  and  that  if  thi9  country 
was  not  successful  in  all  that  it  could  have 
wished,  it  had  succeeded  to  the  extent  of 
its  just  share  of  influence  on  the  conti- 
nental arrangements.     In  answer  to  what 
had    been  said  respecting  king  Joachim 
of  Naples,  supposing  all  had  happened 
that  had  been  stated,  the  war  which  was 
carried  on  by  Naples  might  as  well  be 
supposed  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
throning the  king  of  Sicily,  as  that  carried 
on  by  the  king  of  Sicily  could  be  said  to 
be  for  the  purpose  of  dethroning  him. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  existing  war 
between  those  two  powers  different  from 
any  ordinary  war,  which  it  was  not  con- 
tended would  preclude  any  power  at  peace 
with  one  of  the  belligerents  from  paying 
subsidy,  or  even  affording  a  contingent  to 
the  other.    We  had  bound  ourselves  to 
protect  one  of  the  powers  while  at  war; 
that  the  character  of  the  war  was  changed 
was  not  a  sufficient  reason  that  we  should 
withdraw  that  protection. 

Mr.  Fomanby  said,  the  risht  hon.  gen« 
tiemaa  had  misuAderstood  oim*    His  ob- 
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ject  had  betfn  to  tihew,  that  the  relations 
of  this  country  with  Sicily  and  Naples 
differed  much  from  those  cases  which  had 
been  referred  to  as  similar,  seeing  we 
bad  specially  guaranteed  a  kingdom  to 
Murat,  and  then  subsidised  the  king  of 
Sicily  to  enable  him  to  take  it  away. 

Mr.  Bathurtt  said*  he  had  not  misunder- 
stood the  right  bon*  gentleman  ;  what  he 
had  said  in  answer  to  him  was,  that  as  the 
king  of  Naples  was  probably  as  well  dis- 
posed to  take  Sicily  as  the  king  of  Sicily 
was  to  conquer  Naples,  the  war  carried  on 
between  the  two  countries  did  not  bear  so 
distinct  a  character  as  he  had  seemed  in- 
clined  to  give  it. 

Mr.  Lambicn  said,  that  there  was  suffi- 
cient ground  for  the  House  to  withdraw 
that  confidence  in  ministers,  the  conti* 
nuance  of  which  the  right  boo.  gentleman 
claimed.  There  was  sufficient  reason  to 
withdraw  it,  because  their  present  conduct 
was  directly  opposite  to  the  measures  of 
the  last  year,  because  the  declarations  of 
moderation  which  attended  the  triumphant 
march  of  the  allies  in  the  last  year,  was 
most  different  from  the  acts  of  rapine  and 
aggression  of  the  club  of  confederated 
monarchs  at  Vienna;  who  appeared  to 
haye  met,  not  to  watch  over  the  interests 
of  Europe,  but  as  contemners  of  public 
faith  and  justice,  as  the  spoliators  of 
Saxony,  and  the  oppressors  of  Norway. 
The  government  had  been  accessaries  to 
the  acts  of  injustice  committed ;  and  after 
these  acts  bad  been  committed,  it  was  too 
much  that  his  Majesty's  tongue-tied  mi- 
nisters should  be  sheltered  under  parlia- 
mentary  confidence.  He  should  require 
some  reasons  before  he  voted  the  supplies 
demanded,  besides  tbe  assertion  that  the 
disposal  was  in  able  and  responsible 
hands.  As  to  their  ability  he  had  some 
doubts,  and  the  responsibility  seemed  to 
rest  on  one  right  hon.  head.  The  waste 
and  prodigality  which  had  been  conn 
plained  of,  was  not  compensated  by  the 
scanty  informaiion  afforded. 

Mr.  Ilainmer^Uy  thought  the  House 
might  well  retract  the  confidence  which 
had  been  granted  to  ministers,  from  the 
facts  fi  hie  h  were  generally  known.  There 
was  matter  enough  to  arraign  them,  with* 
out  waiting  the  issue  of  the  negociation. 
He  was  not  pleased  to  find  fault  with  the 
sdmimstration ;  but  in  the  conduct  of  the 
ministers  with  respect  to  Naples,  in  their 
thus  abandoning  the  declarations  which 
had  been  made  to  oor  old  allv,  when 
with  him  alone  we  iiad  stemmod  the  tor- 


rent of  French  power;  there  was  a  suffi* 
cient  ground  for  censure,  and  he  would 
willingly  concur  in  a  vote  of  disapproba* 
tion  on  their  conduct. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  truth  in  the  observations  which  bad 
been  made  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  preceded  him,  that  we  had  a  rights 
even  now,  to  expect  some  explanations  i 
nor  would  any  one  who  had  attended  to 
the  proceedings  of  similar  Congresses  say, 
that  if  they  were  not  finally  settled  within 
such  a  period,  all  explanation  of  the  state  of 
our  foreign  relations  should  be  till  then  de« 
ferred ;  and  if  the  present  Congress  was  to 
last  as  long  as  those  which  had  been  held 
at  Monster  and  elsewhere,  and  we  were  to 
give,  in  the  mean  time,  large  sums  to 
foreign  powers-*i^  half  million  to  this 
power  for  a  fleet,  and  so  much  to  another 
as  .a  subsidy;  it  would  be  convenient  to 
the  foreign  powers  to  receive  these  soms^ 
and  to  the  ministers  to  get  them  voted, 
without  any  statement.  As  to  the  pre- 
tence which  had  been  made  for  giving  no 
answers  with  regard  to  Poland  and  Saxony, 
it  did  not  at  all  apply  to  the  treaty  with 
king  Joachim.  That  was  past;  the  ques- 
tion was  not,  whether  such  a  thing  was  to 
take  place,  but,  aye  or  no,  whether  it  had 
already  happened  ?  Aye  or  no,  whether 
we  were  not  acting  contrary  to  it  i  This 
was  a  subject,  therefore,  on  which  the 
House  had  a  right  to  demand  information, 
not  only  as  it  regarded  the  rabsidy,  but 
the  honour  and  faith  of  the  crown  in  its 
foreign  relations,  which  should  ever  be 
dear  to  the  House.  In  the  course  of  the 
present  evening,  the  right  hon.  the  Cban-. 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  state<l,  that 
he  did  neither  admit  nor  deny  the  exist- 
ence of  our  engagements  with  king 
Joacbim.  A  singular  variation  from  his 
declaration  on  a  former  evening,  when 
he  had  said  that  he  was  a  stranger  to  it ! 
An  expression  equivalent  to  a  denial,  when 
proceeding  from  a  responsible  minister  of 
the  crown  in  the  Honse  of  Commons ;  for 
it'couid  not  be  supposed  that  that  minister 
would  be  ignorant  of  such  engagements 
six  or  seven  months  after  the  time  when 
they  were  said  to  have  been  concluded. 
The  House,  he  hoped,  would  bear  in  mind 
tbe  conduct  of  the  minister  of  the  crown 
with  respect  to  these  engagements — that 
he  had  first  denied  their  existence,  and 
that  his  second  statement  was,  that  he 
neither  admitted  nor  denied  them.  It  was 
too  late  at  present  to  bring  forward  such 
an  evasion;    they  had  already  voted  tha 
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subsidy.  It  was  said,  that  we  had  en- 
gaged to  pay  a  subsidy  to  Sicily  while  she 
continued  at  war.  Nowj  to  put  an  ex« 
travagant  supposition,  but  which  the  rea- 
soning of  the  gentlemen  opposite  seemed 
to  justify,  if  Sicily  were  to  make  war  upon 
ourselves,  were  we  to  continue  the  subsidy 
to  her  ?  A  treaty  of  subsidy,  like  any 
other  engagement,  was  to  be  construed 
according  to  its  spirit  and  meaning,  taking 
into  account  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  the  situation  of  the  country.  Bat  two 
cases  had  been  brought  forward  as  parallel, 
the  conduct  of  this  country  towards  Spain 
after  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war  with 
France,  and  the  situation  of  Austria  to- 
wards Russia  in  1812.  In  both  these 
cases,  which  were  most  properly  lumped 
together,  the  question  was,  whether  one 
power  had  given  another  a  sofficient 
ground  of  war,  by  a  pecuniary  aid  to  its 
adversary  in  one  case,  and  of  a  contingent 
in  another.  It  was  absurd  to  compare 
thoie  cases  with  our  present  engagements 
towards  Naples  and  Sicily.  In  both  those 
cases  the  question  was  one  of  expediency 
merely.  In  the  one,  whether  we  should 
engage  Spain  in  a  contest  out  of  which  it 
was  our  interest  to  keep  her  as  long  as 
possible,  although  we  perceived  that  the 
government  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  was 
merely  a  lieutenancy  under  Buonaparte  ; 
and  in  the  other,  Russia  was  most  anxious 
to  keep  Austria  neutral  at  any  price, 
looking  forward  to  that  accession  of  her 
power,  which  ultimately  took  place.  In 
neither  of  those  cases  was  any  engage- 
ment of  honour  in  question— expediency 
was  the  only  point  to  be  considered.  In 
the  present  instance,  we  had  guaranteed 
to  the  king  of  Naples  the  territory  of 
Naples,  with  an  addition  even  of  territory, 
which  would  explain  his  present  move- 
ments on  the  shores  of  the  Adriatic,  in  the 
march  of  Ancona  and  the  duchy  of  Ro- 
magna.  We  had  not  pledged  our  honour 
to  him  on  this  subject  gratuitously,  but  we 
had  value  received  tor  our  stipulation. 
We  had  not  rushed  into^he  arms  of 
Joachim  Napoleon,  from  any  wish  to  se- 
cure those  persons  who  had  been  raised 
on  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  dynasties,  but 
because  he  liad  assisted  us  to  overthrow 
the  power  which  had  raised  him.  We 
bad  received  his  co-operation  in  Italy, 
without  which  the  movements  of  the  allies, 
as  well  on  the  Rhine  as  in  Italy,  would 
have  been  embarrassed.  Even  at  the  time 
when  lord  Castlereagh  gave  instructions 
|o  lord  William  Bentinck  to  conclad«  the 
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engagement  with  Joachim^  the  co-opera* 
tion  of  that  monarch  was,  he  understood, 
necessary,  to  render  the  position  of  count 
Bellegarde,  on  the  Mincio,  secure.  The 
state  of  our  engagements  with  Joachim 
was  this: — In  April  last,  a  treaty  was 
concluded  between  Austria,  whicn  was 
presented  to  lord  Castlereagh,  for  his  con- 
purrence.  That  noble  loni  returned  that 
treaty  with  alterations  in  his  own  hand- 
writing, which  secured  an  indemnity  t» 
the  king  of  Sicily  for  Naples,  which  ter* 
ritory  was  left  to  king  Joachim,  pro* 
video  king  Joachim  should  withdraw  hit 
claims  upon  Sicily.  The  treaty,  thus 
altered,  was  agreed  to  by  Naples;  and 
lord  Castlereagh,  at  Dijon  or  Chatillon, 
signified  his  concurrence  in  it,  and  stated, 
that  the  only  reason  why  he  did  not  for- 
mally accede,  arose  from  motives  of  deli- 
cacy to  the  king  of  Sicily ;  but  that,  on 
his  faith  and  that  of  England,  he  pledged 
himself  that  that  treaty  should  be  acceded 
to,  and  a  peace,  if  possible,  negociated, 
paripauu,  between  the  king  of  Sicily  and 
Murat.  The  noble  lord  did  not  rest 
there,  but  instructed  lord  William  Bentinck 
to  give  the  same  assurance  in  writing 
which  he  had  given  verbally ;  and  in 
consequence  of  the  strange  proclamation 
at  Leghorn,  he  wrote  a  dispatch  to  remove 
the  posibility  of  doubt;  to  instruct  lord 
William  Bentinck  to  disavow  that  procla- 
mation to  the  Neapolitan  minister;  to 
assure  him  again,  that  Great  Britain  would 
accede  to  the  treaty  with  Austria;  and  that, 
if  Ferdinand  would  not  accept  an;indem- 
nity  for  Naples,  Great  Britain  would  not 
only  desert  him,  but  would  support  Na- 
ples against  hinu  And  so  strong  was  the 
feeling  in  Italy  on  this  subject,  that  the 
queen  of  Naples,  the  sister  of  Buonaparte, 
made  a  declaration  (which  as  coming  from 
her  was  rather  curious),  that  she  would 
rather  confide  in  a  declaration  of  a  BritisK 
general,  than  a  solemn  treaty  signed  and 
sealed  with  any  other  power.  Such  was 
the  statement,  which  had  neither  been 
admitted  nor  denied  :  and  if  it  was  true, 
he  would  put  it  to  the  House,  whether  it 
was  not  a  violation  of  honour  and  good 
faith,  to  send  money  to  Sicily,  to  enable 
her  to  recover  that  territory  which  we  had 
guaranteed  to  another  power  ? 

Mr.  WeUeiUy  PoU  aaid,  he  perfectly 
concurred  in  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon» 
gentleman  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  that  the  causn 
of  honour  and  justice  formed  the  true 
interest  of  England;  and  he  flaUered 
himself  thal|  whenever  the  proper  oppor* 
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tanity  arrived  for  the  House  to  be  put  In 
possession  of,  and  to  examine  into  the 
whole  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
in  these  ncgociations^  it  would  be  found 
that  they^  had,  in  every  instance,  advocated 
the  cause  of  truth  and  justice ;  that  when- 
ever they  had  the  power  they  had  suc- 
ceeded in  maintaining  that  cause;  and 
that  whenever  they  had  failed,  it  was  not 
for  want  of  the  exertions  of  our  negocia- 
tors  abroad,  or  of  proper  instructions  from 
the  government  at  home.  When  this  sub- 
ject was  under  discussion  on  a  former 
night,  he  had  stated  his  sentiments  to  the 
House ;  and,  notwithstanding  all  he  had 
heard  to-night,  he  was  not  in  the  least 
shaken  in  the  opinion  which  he  had  be- 
fore expressed,  viz.  that  the  ministers  of 
this  country  would  be  guilty  of  a  gross 
dereliction  of  their  doty  if  they  were,  in 
answer  to  the  reiterated  questions  of  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  to  give  to 
the  House  and  to  the  country  imperfect 
information,  and  they  could  give  no  other. 
If,  because  gentlemen  tried  to  throw  ridi«> 
cule  upon  them  for  not  answering  ques- 
tions, which  ought  not>  under  the  present 
circumstances*  to  be  answered ;  or  for  not 
explaining  that  which  ought  not  to  be 
explained,  they  were  induced  to  depart 
lirom  that  line  of  conduct  which  their 
doty  presented  to  them,  they  would  shew 
themselves  to  be  unfit  for  the  situations 
they  held,  and  unworthy  of  the  confidence 
of  the  country.  The  bon.  gentleman  who 
apoire  first,  had,  in  his  opinion,  treated  the 
noble  lord,  who  was  now  absent,  rather 
hardly :  he  had  distinctly  approved  of  his 
appointment,  both  on  a  former,  and  on 
the  present  occasion,  to  negociate  for  the 
interests  of  this  country  abroad,  ^nd  had 
expressed  an  opinion,  in  which  the  whole 
House  concurred,  that  a  more  proper  per- 
eon  could' not  have  been  selected  But 
acarcely  had  the  hon.  gentleman  finished 
his  panegyric  upon  the  noble  lord,  before 
he  went  into  an  attack  upon  the  whole  of 
the  proceedings  in  which  he  was  engaged, 
and  had  called  upon  ministers  to  give  an 
explanation  upon  almost  every  point  in 
negociation  upon  subjects  now  in  progress, 
not  one  of  which  was  finally  closed.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  thought  proper  to 
state,  what  he  was  pleased  to  call  the  opi- 
nions of  the  emperor  Alexander  (upon 
what  authority  he  knew  not)  respecting 
the  independence  of  Poland  ;  and  had 
added,  that  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh) 
had  opposed  those  opinions.  It  was  im- 
possible to  use  stronger  language  than 


that  which  the  hon.  gentleman  bad  ap- 
plied to  this  supposed  conduct  of  the  no« 
ble  lord.  Was  it  fair^— was  it  just — was 
it  candid,  without  a  single  document  be- 
fore the  House,  without  even  the  know- 
ledge that  the  Congress  bad  met,  thus  to 
arraign  the  whole  conduct  of  that  noble 
lord,  upon  a  subject  about  which  he  would 
venture  to  say  that  hon.  gentleman  did 
not  know  a  single  tittle  ?  It  >was  im- 
possible to  conceive  any  thing  more 
unfair  th^n  thus  to  throw  out  censures, 
when  there  was  no  information  be- 
fore the  House,  and  when  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman knew  that  ministers  were  pre- 
cluded by  their  duty  from  giving  an  an- 
swer. If  he  wanted  any  additional  reason 
to  confirm  his  opinion  of  the  propriety  of 
the  conduct  of  ministers  in  refusing  to 
answer  these  questions,  the  gentlerae;?  on 
the  other  side  had  furnished  him  wit^  it* 
In  what  a  situation  would  the  country  oe, 
if  ministers  were  bound  to  answer,  pend- 
ing the  negociation,  questions  which  only 
tended  to  inflame  and  mislead  the  public 
mind.  That  was  not,  be  dared  say,  the 
intention  of  those  gentlemen;  but  that 
must  be  the  inevitable  result.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  attacked  the  noble  lord 
upon  the  subject  of  Ssxony,  taking  it  for 
granted,  that  the  whole  aiiair  respecting 
that  country  was  settled ;  foundmg  his 
knowledge  upon  whst  he  had  seen  in 
pamphlets  and  newspapers,  without  a  sin- 
gle document  before  him  or  the  House, 
and  knowing  that  ministers  could  not  now 
produce  any,  or  reason  upon,  or  even  hint 
at,  any  of  which  they  might  be  in  posses- 
sion. Gentlemen  were  very  anxious  to 
obtain  information  respecting  Sicily.  Upon 
the  subject  of  a  subsidy,  the  House  un- 
doubtedly had  a  right  to  demand  informa- 
tion ;  but  the  principle  upon  which  that 
subsidy  was  granted,  had  been  fully  and 
distinctly  explained ;  and  he  must  say, 
with  all  deference  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  (Mr.  Horner),  for  whose  talents 
be  entertained  the  highest  respect,  that 
his  speech  furnished  the  strongest  reasons 
for  not  giving  any  further  explanation 
respecting  Sicily  and  Naples,  until  the  ar^ 
rangements  were  settled  ;  aye,  and  until 
the  noble  lord  was  pressed  to  explain  the 
whole  transaction.  That  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  taken  rather  a  different 
view  of  the  subject  from  some  of  his 
friends ;  for  the  tendency  of"  his  speech 
was  to  shew  how  high  the  character  of 
the  British  negociator  stood  upon  the 
continent.     It  was  reported,  that  thero 
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when  it  was  found  that  hit  army  had  not 
deserted  with  biin,  the  contrast  was  strik- 
ing; he  was  decried  and  ▼ilified  as  the 
most  infamous  of  mankind,  with  whom  it 
was  unfit  that  any  communication  should 
be  held.  Mr.  Fox  had  well  said  upon  the 
occasion,  that  it  seemed  that  general  Du* 
mourier,  with  his  power,  had  also  lost  his 
character  and  virtue.  Such  seemed  to  be 
the  case  with  the  king  of  Naples ;  but  it 
would  ill  become  the  House  of  Commons 
to  vote  a  sum  of  money,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  forfeit  the  honour  of  the 
country  ;  and  were  it  now  possible,  it 
would  be  well  if  the  resolution  could  be 
withdrawn.  Having  obtained  this  infor- 
mation, he  thought  it  right  to  disclose  it 
to  ministers,  that,  if  they  were  in  igno- 
rance, they  might  avail  themselves  of  it : 
those  who  had  kept  them  in  the  dark, 
ought  hereafter  to  be  called  to  a  severe 
account. 

There  was  still  another  subject,  upon 
which  he  wished  to  put  a  question,  eve/i 
Ihough  he  scarcely  hoped  to  obtain  an 
answer;  for,  if  it  were  not  injurious  to  the 
public  service,  the  reply  might  be  detri- 
mental to  private  convenience.  Lord 
Castlereagh  had  now  been  absent  some 
months,  and  nothing  had  been  done  at  the 
Congress.  The  question  he  wished  to 
put,  whether,  up  to  the  25th  of  the  last 
month,  any  thing  had  been  determined  at 
Vienna;  more  than  had  been  arranged  on 
the  same  day  of  the  preceding  month  ? 
Was  the  general  pacificiition  of  Europe 
one  step  nearer  then,  than  at  the  time  of 
the  departure  of  the  British  plenipoten- 
tiary ?  If  no  progress  had  yet  been  made, 
there  might  be  good  ground  to  hope  that 
the  proclamation  of  prince  Repnia  re- 
garding Saxony  was  not  genuine,  and  that 
the  fate  of  Poland  was  not  yet  decided. 
In  the  catalogue  of  mighty  works  to  ac- 
complish, there  was  none  of  greater  mag- 
nitude than  the  question,  whether  that 
unhappy  country  was  to  be  formed  into 
an  independent  kingdom  ?  Certain  it  was, 
that  at  some  period  or  other  it  would  be 
independent;  and  it  would  then  take  signal 
▼engeance  upon  those  who  had  been  the 
authors  of  its  calamities,  if  satisfaction 
were  not  voluntarily  made.  From  sources 
of  information  not  official,  and  liable  to 
contradiction,  it  was  stated  that  the  em- 
peror Alexander  had  added  an  additional 
grace  to  bis  character,  by  aupporting  the 
claims  of  Poland  to  independence;  and 
from  the  same  source  it  was  asserted,  sin- 
gular as  it  might  appear,  that  bis  antago- 
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nist  in  this  project  was  the  ambassador  of 
Great  Britain.  [Hear,  hear!]  He  trusted 
as  fervently  that  the  latter  part  of  the  in- 
telligence was  unfounded,  as  that  the  first 
part  of  the  relation  was  established  in 
truth.  If  the  emperor  Alexander,  be- 
sides the  splendid  triumphs  he  had  gained, 
had  added  this  fresh  glory  to  his  cha- 
racter, in  what  a  disadvantageous  con- 
trast roust  the  noble  lord  appear,  who 
was  resisting  this  plan  of  liberty  and  hap- 
piness !  With  regard  to  the  subject  of  the 
honourable  en^gement  with  Naples,  if 
ministers  wiere  in  possession  of  the  intelli- 
gence which  he  had  supplied,  and  had  in 
the  teeth  of  it  required  the  vote  for  a  sob- 
sidy  to  the  king  of  Sicily,  he  would  ar- 
raign them  at  the  bar  of  their  country. 
Mr.  Whitbread  concluded  by  pleading 
the  urgency  of  the  case,  as  a  justification 
for  the  present  as  well  as  former  appli- 
cations for  information  relative  to  the 
existing  state  of  public  affairs.  [Hear, 
hear!] 

The  ChaneeUor  ^  the  Exchequer  com- 
plained of  the  manner  in  which  these 
topics  were  urged,  two,  three,  and  four 
times  over,  without  being  regularly 
brought  before  them ;  and  begged  once 
for  all  to  say,  that  on  most  of  them  hit 
opinion  was,  that  at  present  no  information 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  House.  On  the 
subjects  now  under  discussion  at  Vienna, 
he  could  not  and  ought  not  to  open  his 
lips ;  and  with  respect  to  one  point  that 
might  be  regarded  as  detached  from  them 
—that  relating  to  the  engagements  en- 
tered into  by  this  country  with  the  present 
reigning  family  of  Naples,  he  need  only 
to  refer  to  the  hon.  gentleman's  own 
statement  to  shew  (asiummg  it  to  be  cor^ 
rect),  that  nothing  bad  been  done  on  the 
part  of  England  to  which  the  most  scru- 
pulous delicacy  could  object.  Supposing 
we  had  bound  ourselves  to  make  peace 
with  Naples  under  its  present  sovereign, 
and  supposing  we  continued  .to  fulfil  our 
previous  engagements  with  Sicily,  the 
two  countries,  Sicily  and  Naples,  being  at 
war  (these  facts  be  should  neither  admit 
nor  deny),  was  there  in  this  state  of  affairs 
any  thing  done  on  our  part  that  was  not 
justifiable,  that  had  not  a  precedent? 
That  two  countries  might  be  at  war,  and 
a  third,  at  peace  with  both  the  belligerents,'^ 
assist  one  of  them  to  a  certain  degree, 
without  being  considered  to  give  |be  other 
cause  of  war,  was  that  which  had  fre- 
quently been  aeen,  though  the  hon.  gen* 
tleman  had  spoken  of  it  as  if  it  had  been 
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that  which  no  man  had  ever  heard  of  be- 
fore.    At  the  commencement  of  -the  laie 
war,*  Spain  being  connected  with  France 
by  a  treaty  of  alliance,  we  had  acknow* 
ledged   her    to  have  a  right  to   famish 
France  with  supplies  in  money,  and  even 
with   men,    so  she  did  not   exceed    the 
amount  and  number  which  she  was  bound 
by  ireaiy  to  furnish.    It  had  been  notified 
lo  Spain,  that  tbii  would  not  be  regarded 
as  an  act  of  hostility,  but  that  if  she  went 
beyond  this,  her  conduct  would  be  re- 
garded as  tantamoont  to  a  declaration  of 
war.     The  Spanish  fleet  had  been    put 
under  the  command  of  a  French  officer, 
and  the  whole  resources  of  the  kingdom 
of  Spain  seemed  about  to  be  added  to  the 
means  of  Buonaparte,  before  war  was  de- 
clared by  this  country.    In  1812,  Austria 
had  famished  Buonaparte  with  a  force  of 
thirty  thousand  men  to  act  against  Russia; 
but  this  had  not  been  viewed  by  the  latter 
power  as  a  just  ground  of  war,  Austria 
having  been  bound  by  a  treaty  of  alliance 
to  supply  the  force  which  she  then  brought 
forward,    and  not  having  exceeded  the 
quota  she  had  engaged  to  furnish.    £ng- 
land,  by  a  treaty  longago  concluded  and  no* 
tified  to  parliament,  stands  bound  to  suc- 
cour Sicily.  We  fulfil  this  engagement  by 
giving  part,  and  only  a  part,  of  that  sub- 
sidy which  she  formerly  received.    If  we 
did  no  more  than  this  in  opposition  to  the 
interests  of  Naples,  the  government  of 
Morat  could  have  no  reason  to  complain. 
This  statement  he  thought  would  be  satis- 
factory! even  if  the  information  of  the 
lion,  gentleman  were  admitted  to  be  cor- 
rect :  it  must  be  clear,  that  government 
in  this  instance  had  done  nothing  wrong. 
Bot  he  could  not  refrain  from  observing, 
that  it  was  found  very  inconvenient  to 
hare  these  subjects  so  repeatedly  brought 
forward  in  this  way.    At  present,  his  Ma- 
jeaty's  ministers  could  not  with  propriety 
enter  upon  that  explanation  which  they 
could  wish  to  give ;  but  when  the  proper 
time  arrived,  he  doubted  not  it  would  be 
in  their  power  to  offer  a  triumphant  justi- 
fication.    On  the  subject  of  the  adjourn* 
ment,  he  had  to  offer  a  few  words.    The 
state  of  the  public  bosiness  was  soch,  that 
be  thought  they  mi^ht  shortly  separate. 
The  adjournment  might  be  moved  some 
day  in  the  next  week,  in  case  the  bills 
should    then  have   been  passed   by  the 
House  of  Lords ;  the  period  at  which  they 
should  again  assemble  was  open  to  con- 
sideration.    It  was  the  wish  of  ministers 
that  they  should  meet  sufficiently  early  to 
(  VOL.  XXIX. ) 


give  due  consideration  to  those  great  ques- 
tions which  must  be  brought  forward 
early  in  the  session.  With  respect  to  the 
property-tax,  he  had  to  observe,  that  the 
notices  recently  issued  by  the  commis- 
sioners would  have  been  at  once  explained 
to  the  hon.  gentleman,  if  he  had  turned  to 
the  Act.  The  right  hoi|.  gentleman  then 
read  the  words  of  the  Act,  and  stated,  that 
from  the  year  1800  it  had  been  judged 
expedient,  in  order  to  avoid  the  trouble 
and  inconvenience  of  making  a  new  as- 
sessment every  year,  to  assess  the  pro-  ' 
perty-tax  for  two  years  from  time  to  time; 
but  the  assessment  would  not  be  acted 
upon,  though  the  amount  of  the  charge 
were  made  out  for  a  year  beyond  the 
period  at  which  the  Act  was  expected  to 
expire.  This  stated,  the  notices  recently 
sent  round,  he  hoped,  would  create  no 
alarm. 

Mr.  P<m$anby  thought  he  had  never 
heard  a  more  unsatisfactory  explanation 
of  any  thing,  than  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man who  had  just  sat  down,  had  given  of 
the  situation  in  which  this  country  stood 
with'  respect  to  Sicily  and  Naples.  He 
had  said,  *'  You  may  be  at  peace  with 
two  belligerents,  and  assist  one  of  them 
in  consequence  of  a  treaty  of  alliance^ 
offensive  and  defensive,  to  a  certain  ex-  . 
tent,  without  giving  ofience  to  the  other.'' 
He  had  qootra  as  instances  of  this,  the 
conduct  of  England  with  respect  to  Spain, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  and 
that  of  Russia  with  respect  to  Austria,  in 
1812.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  might 
have  brought  forward  a  hundred  other 
cases  of  a  similar  nature,  but  these  would 
have  been  nothing  to  the  point  in  ques- 
tion. For  what  was  the  real  state  of  the 
case?  Austria  had  concluded  a  treaty 
with  Naples,  in  which  she  guaranteed  the 
possession  of  that  kingdom  to  Murat* 
Sicily  was  at  war  with  him,  and  king 
Ferdinand  declared  that  he  would  force 
Naples  to  submit  to  him.  In  pursuance 
of  this  resolution,  be  commenc^  hostili* 
ties  against  Joachim;  and  we  furnished 
him  with  a  subsidy,  to  enable  him  to  de- 
throne the  monarch,  whose  throne  we  had 
guaranteed.  We  thus  agreed  to  support 
one  king,  and  then  paid  another  to  de- 
throne him.  He  had  said  on  a  former 
evening,  that  if  we  were  bound,  under  all 
circumstances,  to  subsidise  Naples  while 
at  war,  we  might  at  last  have  to  pay  her 
for  fighting  against  our  allies ;  but  he  had 
not  thought  it  possible  we  could  carry  our 
folly  so  far  as  to  pay  her  for  fighting 
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against  ourselves.  TbiSj  however,  acting 
on  our  present  plan,  we  should  do.  Con- 
tinuing to  subsidise  Sicily  while  at  war, 
should  Ferdinand  appear  on  the  point  of 
accomplishing  that  which  it  was  bis 
avowed  intention  to  effect,  England,  as 
the  guarantee  of  the  throne  of  Murat, 
would  be  bound  to  interpose  by  force,  to 
restrain  that  hostility  which  her  treasure 
supported.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  said,  he  would  neither  admit  nor  deny 
the  facts  which  had  bean  stated.  After 
hearing  this,  be  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  most  as- 
sume they  were  admitted ;  for  the  most 
cautious  minister  he  had  ever  seen  in  that 
House,  (he  must  own  he  bad  never  known 
a  minister  more  cautious  than  the  present 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  more  guarded 
against  answering  questions,  more  careful 
not  to  commit  hiiQself  by  giving  infor- 
mations)— he  would  repeat  it,  the  most 
cautious  minister  he  had  ever  seen  in  that 
House  would  not  have  heard  such  fiicts 
asserted  without  denying  them,  if  it  was 
in  his  power  to  do  so.  Nothing  could  be 
more  absurd  than  to  guarantee  the  throne 
of  Naples  to  Murat,  and  then  subsidise  the 
king  of  Sicily  to  dethrone  him  ;  to  give 
him  half  the  subsidy  he  had  formerly  re- 
ceived ;  to  put  the  king  on  half  pay,  that 
he  might  make  war  on  the  sovereign  we 
had  undertaken  to  support  in  his  kingdom. 
This  arrangement  appeared  to  him  to  be 
the  perfection  of  human  absurdity.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  said,  he 
had  no  doubt  that  when  the  proper  time 
arrived,  ministers  would  be  able  to  offer  a 
most  triumphant  justification  of  their  con* 
duct.  He  hoped  they  would  be  able  to 
do  this ;  he  hoped  they  would,  not  from 
any  great  concern  that  he  felt  on  their 
account,  but  because  he  considered  the 
cause  of  England  the  cause  of  justice ;  it 
was  her  interest  that  all  the  powers  of 
Europe  should  possess  what  they  were 
rightfully  entitled  to ;  that  things  should 
return  to  the  old  system,  and  that  that 
should  be  given  op  under  which  France 
had  long  plundered  and  outraged  her 
weaker  neighbours.  Whenever  the  time 
came  at  which  ministers  would  give  the 
promised  explanation,  whenever  the  oracle 
should  speak,  he  trusted  it  would  be  shewn 
that  the  rights  of  every  power  had  been 
attended  to,  and  then  they  would  be  able 
to  prove  that  they  had  secured  the  into* 
rests  of  this  country.  This  established, 
they  might  boast  a  triumphant  justifica* 
ttoo ;  but  if  they  should  not  satisfy  the 
House  that  this  had  been  their  object,  he 
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trusted  they  would  meet  with  an  ignomi- 
nious condemnation.  • 

Mr.  Bathuni  said,  that  he  considered 
that  as  praise  which  had  been  uttered  as 
censure,  namely,  that  the  present  minis* 
ters  were  most  cautious  not  to  make  un* 
necessary  disclosures.  The  situation  of 
public  affairs  was  not  at  all  difierent,  now 
that  the  apolitical  arrangements  were 
making  in  Congress,  at  Vienna,  from 
what  they  had  been  when  the  measures 
were  taking  for  a  pacification  in  the  heart 
of  France.  The  House,  and  the  gentle* 
men  opposite  him,  had  then  most  pro* 
perly  reposed  confidence  in  his  Majesty's 
ministers ;  and  it  was  plain  that  no  nego* 
ciations  conld,  with  honour  or  advantage, 
be  carried  on,  if  they  were  subject  to 
partial  examinations  in  detail,  by  ques* 
tions  put  across  the  table.  It  was  on  this 
general  ground,  and  not  from  any  peculiar 
circumstances,  that  answers  were  refused 
to  questions  which  had  been  pot.  Tho 
circumstances  in  which  the  House  were 
placed  were  well  known :  tbe  noble  lord 
employed  in  the  negociation  had  beea 
appointed  with  the  approbation  of  every 
one,  and  especially  of  the  gentlemen  op- 
posite him,  both  to  negociate  in  France 
and  to  assist  at  the  Congress.  The  time 
would  come,  when  all  things  respecting 
which  questiona  were  at  present  impro- 
perly asked,  would  be  explained  ;  and  it 
would  then  appear,  that  all  due  efibrts 
had  been  made ;  and  that  if  this  country 
was  not  successful  in  all  that  it  could  have 
wished,  it  had  succeeded  to  the  extent  of 
its  just  share  of  influence  on  the  conti- 
nental arrangements.  In  answer  to  what 
had  been  said  respecting  king  Joachim 
of  Naples,  supposing  all  had  happened 
that  had  been  stated,  the  war  which  was 
carried  on  by  Naples  might  as  well  be 
supposed  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
throning the  king  of  Sicily,  as  that  carried 
on  by  the  king  of  Sicily  could  be  said  to 
be  for  the  purpose  of  dethroning  him* 
There  was  nothing  in  the  existing  war 
between  those  two  powers  different  from 
any  ordinary  war,  which  it  was  not  con- 
tended would  preclude  any  power  at  peace 
with  one  of  the  belligerents  from  paying 
subsidy,  or  even  affording  a  contingent  to 
the  other.  We  had  bound  ourselves  to 
protect  one  of  the  powers  while  at  war; 
that  the  character  of  the  war  was  changed 
'was  not  a  sufficient  reason  that  we  should 
withdraw  that  protection. 

Mr.  Pcmmby  said,  the  risht  hon.  gen- 
tlemaa  had  misunderstood  hioif    His  ob« 
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jeci  bad  be^  to  §hew,  that  the  relations 
of  this  country  with  Sicily  and  Naples 
diflered  much  from  those  cases  which  had 
been  referred  to  as  similar,  seeing  we 
bad  specially  guaranteed  a  kingdom  to 
Marat,  and  then  subsidised  the  king  of 
jSicily  to  enable  bim  to  take  it  away. 

Mr.  Bathurit  said,  he  had  not  misunder* 
stood  the  right  hon*  gentleman  ;  what  he 
bad  said  in  answer  to  him  was,  that  as  the 
king  of  Naples  was  probably  as  well  dis- 
posed to  take  Sicily  as  the  king  of  Sicily 
was  to  conquer  Naples,  the  war  carried  on 
between  the  two  countries  did  not  bear  so 
distinct  a  character  as  he  had  seemed  in* 
clined  to  give  it. 

Mr.  LambioH  said,  that  there  was  suffi- 
cient ground  for  the  House  to  withdraw 
that  confidence  in  ministers,  the  conti- 
nuance  of  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
claimed.  There  was  sufficient  reason  to 
withdraw  it,  because  their  present  conduct 
was  directly  opposite  to  the  measures  of 
the  last  year,  because  the  declarations  of 
anoderation  which  attended  the  triumphant 
march  of  the  allies  in  the  last  year,  was 
most  different  from  the  acts  of  rapine  and 
•ggiression  of  the  club  of  confederated 
monarchs  at  Vienna;  who  appeared  to 
have  met,  not  to  watch  over  the  interests 
of  Europe,  but  as  contemners  of  public 
faith  and  justice,  as  the  spoliators  of 
Saxony,  and  the  oppressors  of  Norway. 
The  government  had  been  accessaries  to 
the  acts  of  injustice  committed ;  and  after 
these  acts  bad  been  committed,  it  was  too 
much  that  his  Majesty's  tongue*tied  mi- 
nisters should  be  sheltered  under  parlia- 
mentary confidence.  He  should  require 
aome  reasons  before  he  voted  the  supplies 
demanded,  besides  the  assertion  that  the 
disposal  was  in  able  and  responsible 
hands.  As  to  their  ability  he  had  some 
doubts,  and  the  responsibility  seemed  to 
rest  on  one  right  bon.  head.  The  waste 
and  prodigality  which  had  been  com- 
plained of,  was  not  compensated  by  the 
scanty  informaiion  afforded. 

Mr.  IlamfHersUy  thought  the  House 
might  well  relract  the  confidence  which 
had  been  granted  to  ministers,  from  the 
facts  w hich  were  generally  known.  There 
was  matter  enough  to  arraign  them,  with* 
out  waiting  the  issue  of  the  negociation. 
He  was  not  pleased  to  find  fault  with  the 
administration ;  but  in  the  conduct  of  the 
ministers  with  respect  to  Naples,  in  their 
thus  abandoning  the  declarations  which 
had  been  made  to  oor  old  ally,  when 
with  bim  alone  we  .had  stemmed  the  tor- 


rent of  French  power,  there  was  a  suffi" 
cient  ground  for  censure,  and  he  would 
willingly  concur  in  a  voto  of  disapproba* 
tion  on  their  conduct. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  truth  in  the  obserTations  which  had 
been  made  by  the  bon.  gentleman  who 
had  preceded  him,  that  we  had  a  right, 
even  now,  to  expect  some  explanations ; 
nor  would  any  one  who  had  attended  to 
the  proceedings  of  similar  Congresses  say, 
that  if  they  were  not  finally  settled  within 
such  a  period,  all  explanation  of  the  state  of 
oor  foreign  relations  should  be  till  then  de- 
ferred ;  and  if  the  present  Congress  was  to 
last  as  long  as  those  which  had  been  held 
at  Munster  and  elsewhere,  and  we  were  to 
give,  in  the  mean  time,  large  sums  to 
foreign  powers — i^  half  million  to  this 
power  for  a  fleet,  and  so  much  to  another 
as  a  subsidy;  It  would  be  convenient  to 
the  foreign  powers  to  receive  these  sums, 
and  to  the  ministers  to  get  them  voted, 
without  any  statement.  As  to  the  pre* 
tence  which  had  been  made  for  giving  no 
answers  with  regard  to  Poland  and  Saxony, 
it  did  not  at  all  apply  to  the  treaty  with 
king  Joachim.  That  was  past;  the  ques- 
tion was  not,  whether  such  a  thing  was  to 
take  place,  ^ut,  aye  or  no,  whether  it  had 
already  liappened  ?  Aye  or  no,  whether 
we  were  not  acting  contrary  to  it  t  This 
was  a  subject,  therefore,  on  which  the 
House  had  a  right  to  demand  information, 
not  only  as  it  regarded  the  subsidy,  but 
the  honour  and  faith  of  the  crown  in  its 
foreign  relations,  which  should  ever  be 
dear  to  the  House.  In  the  course  of  the 
present  evening,  the  right  bon.  the  Chan-, 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  stated,  that 
he  did  neither  admit  nor  deny  the  exist- 
ence of  our  engagements  with  king 
Joachim*  A  singular  variation  from  his 
declaration  on  a  former  evening,  when 
he  had  said  that  he  was  a  stranger  to  it ! 
An  expression  equivalent  to  a  denial,  when 
proceeding  from  a  responsible  minister  of 
the  crown  in  the  House  of  Commons ;  for 
it'coold  not  be  supposed  that  that  minister 
would  be  ignorant  of  such  engagempnts 
six  or  seven  months  after  the  time  when 
they  were  said  to  have  been  concluded. 
The  House,  he  hoped,  would  bear  in  mind 
the  conduct  of  the  minister  of  the  crown 
with  respect  Co  these  engagements — that 
he  bad  first  denied  their  existence,  and 
that  his  second  statement  was,  that  he 
neither  admitted  nor  denied  them.  It  was 
too  late  at  present  to  bring  forward  such 
an  evasion;    they  had  already  voted  the 
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had  lately  received  not  only  an  acceiiion 
of  vivacity,  bot  of  prudence  also ;  and  it 
appeared  that  in  fntore  it  was  pfaposod  to 
cloak  tbeir  ignorance  under  the  flhelter 
of  discretion. 

Mr.  Wdkdey  Fak  said*  that  in  soma 
cases,  at  least*  it  was  jottifiable  not  to  an- 
swer  questions.  '  We  will  not/  added 
the  right  hon«  gentleman*  '  answer  qoes- 
tions,  where  we  cannot  do  so  without  in- 
convenience to  the  public  service/  ' 

Mr.  fflMread  said,  he  should  know 
howto  distinguish  between  the  <'#tll'  and 
the  *  can'  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

The  resolotion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Sia  Jahbs  Doff.]  Mr.  WkUrt&d  was 
desirous  of  knowing  when  the  right  hon. 

gentleman  proposed  to  lay  before  the 
oose  the  papers  relative  to  the  Spaniards 
arrested  atGiDraltari  and  also  whether  any 
ateps  had  yet  been  taken  towards  an  in- 
quiry into  the  conduct  of  air  James  Doff? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  he  should  present  tha  papers  alluded 
to,  when  next  he  should  have  thehonour 
of  appearing  in  the  House.  As  to  the 
alleged  conduct  of  sir  Jamea  Duff,  he 
had  not  yet  ally  information  to  fhmish. 

Mr.  WkUhread  said*  he  did  not  ask  him 
ft>r  information,  but  whether  an  inquiry 
had  yet  been  instituted;  and  upon  this 
point  he  hoped  that  no  time  would  be  lost. 

Mr.  TlwHtey  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
account  respecting  the  droits  of  Admiralty 
would  be  printed  before  the  nest  meeting 
of  parliament,  and  took  occasion  to  ask 
Irom  what  fond  the  sum  had  been  ad- 
vanced to  the  king  of  France  before  bis 
departure  from  this  country,  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  his  joornev  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  appre- 
hended, that  the  advance  was  made  from 
the  same  soorce  as  that  which  sopplied 
other  public  purposes. 

Mr.  Tkmey  observed,  that  this  advance 
was  considerable  ;  and  it  was  to  be  hoped 
that  1t  would  be  repaid^  as  the  French 
government  made  such  a  flourish  about 
the  discharge  of  the  king's  debts. 

Mr.  PofMonfty  inquired  from  what  par- 
ticular fund  this  advance  was  defrayea  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  an- 
awered,  from  the  vQ^e  of  credit. 

Sir  J*  Neaport  observed,  that  this  ad- 
vance was  made  eight  weeks  before  the 
vote  of  credit  was  granted. 

The  ChemceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
gentlemen  acquainted  with  public  busi- 
ness must  be  awarpf  that  an  advance  was 
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ohtn  made  from  any  fond  tbtt  couM 
afford  it,  to  answer  a  particular  public 
purpose,  and  that  such  advance  was  after- 
wards made  good  from  the  vote  of  credit. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Saturday t  Nov,  26. 

State  op  Affairs  on  the  Continent.] 
On  the  third  reading  of  the  Exchequer 
bills  Bill, 

The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  said,  that 
though  be  ahould  permit  the  Money  Bills 
to  pass  through  the  House  without  ob- 
servation, be  desired  that  this  conduct 
might  not  be  construed  into  any  appro- 
bation, on  his  part*  of  the  purposes  for 
which  these  monies  had  been,  or  were  in- 
tended to  be  applied.  That  his  senti- 
ments were  very  different,  indeed,  would 
sufficiently  appear  from  the  motion  of 
which  be  was  then  about  to  give  tbeir 
lordships  notice.  He  deeply  lamented 
that  a  subject  of  such  infinite  importance 
should  have  fallen  into  such  unequal 
hands  as  his,  and  he  had  therefore  re* 
frained  from  taking  the  subject  up  till  the 
very  last  moment,  in  the  hope  that  it 
might  have  had  the  advantage  of  that 
talent  and  authority,  from  which  it  would 
have  derived  additional  weight.  The 
noble  eari  (of  Liverpool)  having*  however, 
given  him  reason  to  understand,  that 
Thursday  next  was  likely  to  be  the  last 
sitting  day  of  the  House  before  the  recess, 
no  alternative  was  lefi  htm  but  to  un- 
dertake that  duty  himself,  for  the  discharge 
of  which  he  thought  the  circumstances 
under  which  we  were  placed  imperatively 
called.  Selecting,  therefore*  the  latest 
possible  day,  for  Uie  purpose  of  giving  to 
every  noble  lord  who  might  feel  with  him 
the  great  and  pressing  importance  of  the 
subject,  a  full  opportunity  to  appear  in 
his  place  at  the  discussion  of  iC  he  ac- 
cordingly should  give  notice,  that  he 
should  on  -^Thursday  next  call  their  lord- 
ships attention  to  the  necessity  of  some 
prompt  proceeding  on  the  part  of  that 
House,  declaratory  of  their  lordships  juat 
abhorrence  of  that  system  of  spoliation 
and  affgrandicementt  which  appeared  to 
form  umost  the  avowed  basis  of  all  the 
pending  negociations  at  Vienna.  He 
moved  that  the  Lorda  be  summoned  for 
that  day«  which  was  ordered. 
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Hacknbt  CoACHsa  Bill.]     Mr.  Lush* 
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iDgion  baTiog  moved  Ihe  order  of  the  daj[t 
for  tbe  House  to  reaoWe  iUelf  iiito  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  upon  the 
Bill  "  to  repeal  certain  parts  of  an  Act  of 
the  54th  of  his  present  Majeslv,  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  drirers  of  licensed 
hackney  coaches,  for  explaining  and 
amending  an  Act  of  tbe  48th  year  of  his 
present  Mikjesty,  relating  to  hackney 
eoacbes,  and  for  authorizing  the  licensing 
of  a  limited  number  of  hackney  chariots/' 
General  Thomiom  begged  permission  to 
make  a  few  obserTntions  as  bit  reason  for 
opposing  the  further  progress  of  the  Bill^ 
at  present  at  least,  in  the  form  in  which 
it  now  stood.  His  objection  to  the  Bill 
was,  that  it  repealed  the  clause  respecting 
the  delivery  of  the  tickets  by  tbe  coach- 
man, without  making  any  provision  in  its 
atead.  Now,  he  was  convinced  that  the 
clause^  thooffh  proved  to  be  inefficient 
had  nevertheleM  been  productive  of  very 
beneficial  effiots  to  the  public.  It  had 
caased  the  coachmen  to  be  frequently 
•ummoned ;  and  though  they  conld  not  be 
convicted  on  thai  clause,  they  had  been 
convicted  on  the  provisions  of  other  acts 
of  parliament,  ana  fined  for  their  abusive 
language;  which  had  produced  a  very 
great  good  to  the  public,  by  having  ren* 
dered  these  men  a  great  deal  more  civil 
than  they  had  ever  been  known  to  be 
heretofore.  To  oppose  the  present  motion 
might  be  vain ;  but  aa  the  bon.  member 
bad  intimated  hie  intention  to  propose 
other  measures  connected  with  tbe  regular 
tion  of  hackney  coaches  after  the  receu, 
he  woold  suggest  soma  alterations.  He 
wouU  submit  the  propriety  of  requiring 
the  number  to  be  painted  inside  the  coach 
as  well  as  on  the  outside.  Persons  want- 
ing coaches  were  frequently  obliged  to 
gat  into  them  in  the  dark,  and  they  conld 
Dot  in  such  cases  see  the  numbers ;  but  if 
Uiey  were  placed  in  a  conspicuous  place 
inside,  there  would  be  frequent  opportu- 
nities in  passing  lamps  to  see  the  numbers. 
He  would  also  suggest^  that  it  should  be 
required  of  coachmen  to  have  a  card  of 
Cares  fixed  inside  tbe  coach ;  and  if  the 
ticket  system  should  not  be  abolished,  that 
the  sise  of  those  for  If.  and  those  for  J«.  &d. 
ahould  be  diflRwent  He  could  not  but 
liope  that  the  plan  of  giving  tickets  would 
yet  be  continued,  if  Ibe  Bill  was  not  pre* 
cipitated  through  the  House ;  a|  aU  evenu, 
be  trusted  that  it  would  not  be  persevered 
in  till  tbe  bon.  member  should  have  laid 
before  the  Honaa  the  regulations  which 
be  intended  to  propoae  Car  ika  fuwrt 


management  of  hackney  coaches,  and 
that  after  tbe  recess  there  might  be  a 
conynittee  ^f  inquiry  on  the  subject* 
The  Ticket  Act  had  not  only  done  some 
good  in  checking  tbe  abuse  and  system  of 
fxtortion  that  onoe  prevailed  to  such  a 
degree,  that  decent  people,  ladies  in  par- 
ticular, were  almost  debarred  the  comfort 
of  a  hackney  coacbi  if  they  chanced  to  be 
unprotected ;  but  it  had  also  procured  the 
town  the  benefit  at  last  of  arousing  the 
commissioners,  as  might  be  seen  by  their 
circular,  which  had  recently  appeared  in 
the  newspapers.  They  were  now  really 
beginninjg^  to  exert  themselves »  why  they 
had  not  done  it  before,  heaven  only  kn^w» 
as  they  bad  at  leaat  had  tbe  power  of  being 
useful. 

Mr,  Lushi^giim  bad  no  particular  desire 
to  press  this  fill  at  thi)  present  time,  aa  it 
was  his  intention  to  submit  some  resolu- 
tions, connected  with  this  subject,  after 
tbe  recess ;  and  be  woold  therefore  move 
that  tbe  Bill  be  committed  on  Friday,  the 
10th  of  February. — Ordered. 

COMMITTBB     OV     SurPLT  —  SlCILT  -« 

Naples  —  Saxony — Polano.]  On  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Supply  being 
brought  up, 

Mr.  Wkubrc^  said,  that  he  wished  to 
be  informed  by  the  right  bon.  the  Chan<* 
cellor  of  tbe  Exchequer,  whether  there 
was  any  truth  in  the  assertion  made  by 
tbe  king  of  Sicily  in  his  speech  Co  his  par- 
liament, that  England  had  granted  two 
loans  to  him?  This  was  another  proof, 
that  all  information  upon  important  topics 
was  to  be  derived  liy  parliament  through 
any  but  the  proper  channel,  the  ministers 
of  the  crown.  If  the  account  were  true, 
it  ought  to  have  been  mentioned  before 
the  subsidy  to  Sicily  was  voted. 

TheCftoncrtforq^lAe  IZrdlMtKr  admitted 
that  it  was  perfectly  true,  that  at  a  time 
when  the  Sicilian  government  was  ex- 
tremely pressed  lor  money,  this  country, 
through  its  minister  lord  William  Ben- 
tinck,  had  acceded  to  a  grant  of  two  small 
advances,  the  whole  amount  of  which  was 
about  150,000^  This  loan  had  taken 
place  in  the  year  1812,  and  in  the  year 
following  a  part  of  it  had  been  discharged, 
it  was,  in  truth,  only  an  anticipation  of 
the  aubsidv  due  from  this  government, 
and  annuallv  authorixed  by  parliament, 
and  from  which  tbe  amount  of  the  loans 
would  be  deducted.  He  said,  he  would 
uke  that  opportunity  of  correcting  a  mis- 
repreaentatioa  which  bad  gone  abroad  r^ 
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spectiog  his  answer  to  a  question  put  to 
him  OS  a  former  evening.  He  had  been 
erroneoQsIy  represented  as  having  saidi 
from  aathorily,  that  this  government  had 
guaranteed  the  crown  of  Naples  to  Murat : 
the  truth  was,  that  he  put  it  bvpothetically, 
supposing  the  statement  made^iy  the  hon. 
gentleman  4o  be  true.  It  had  been  aUo 
represented  that  he  had  asserted,  that 
lord  William  Bentinck  had  disavowed  the 
intentions  of  the  Sicilian  government,  with 
regard  to  the  attack  upon  Naples.  With* 
out  either  aflSrming  or  denying  the  fact, 
all  he  had  done  was  to  endeav^our  to  shew, 
whatever  the  troth  might  be,  that  what 
had  been  done  was  not  inconsistent  with 
the  stipulations  of  this  country  with  the 
government  of  Naples;  and  that  our  minis- 
ter had  interfered  as  early  as  possible  to 
prevent  any  hostile  proceedings. 

Mr.  Wkmrtad  observed,  that  as  the  right 
hoa.  gentleman  bad  not  to-night  deemed  it 
inexpedient  and  inconsistent  with  his  pub- 
lic duty  to  answer  one  question,  be  might 
probably  have  the  good  fortune  to  force 
from  him  a  reply  to  one  or  two  others. 
It  was  really  very  difficult  to  deal  with  a 
gentleman  who  was  so  careful  not  to  deal 
in  matters  of  fact,  but  to  put  every  thing 
bypothetically :  but  he  would  repeat  what 
Jie  had  asserted  on  a  former  night,  relative 
to  the  engagement  entered  into  by  this 
government  with  the  king  of  Naples,  who 
was  now  no  longer  dignified  by  titles  of 
royalty,  but  was  called  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  simply,  plain  Murat,  as  if  in 
anticipation  of  his  destruction.  Ferdinand, 
in  the  address  to  his  parliament,  informs 
them  of  the  grest  benefits  his  kingdom 
was  to  derive  from  England,  which  could 
be  construed  into  nothing  less  than  that 
this  government  had  agreed  to  place  him 
upon  the  throne  of  mples.    Mr.  Whit- 
bread  said,  he  hoped  that  such  was  not 
the  fact,  since  it  would  be  an  engagement 
wholly  incompatible  with  the  execution  of 
the  treaty  for  which  the  faith  and  honour 
of  the  country  was  pledged  to  Joachim 
Murat,  king  of  Naples.    It  now  appeared, 
with  regard  to  Sicily,  that  the  House  of 
Commons  had  been  Toting  a  subsidy,  which 
was  to  repay  to  ourselves  a  loan  we  had 
made.    Why  had  not  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman stated  the  fact  at  once  to  the  House, 
in  the  committee  of  supply  ?    The  whole 
seemed  to  him  a  mere  pretence,  a  mere 
joggle  on  the  part  of  ministers.    However 
ignorant  the  other  side  of  the  House  might 
oe,  or   pretend  to  be,  they  must  know 
Ihat  the  king  of  Naples  had  deolarad  thai 
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he  was  at  peace  with  all  the  world ;  that 
bis  ports  were  open  to  the  shipping  of  all 
nations,  even  to  that  of  Sicily ;  and  yet 
Ferdinand  was  carrying  on  hostilities  under 
the  covert  protection  of  this  country. 

One  of  the  other  questions  upon  which 
he  entreated  information,  regarded  a  sub* 
ject  already  much  discussed  :  he  wished 
to  know  whether  there  was  any  troth  in  the 
further  information  that  had  reached  this 
country,  respecting  the  unfortunate  coun* 
try,  whose  fate  ministers  had  declared  was 
negociating,  and  not  negociated,  Saxony. 
The  public  accounts  represented  the  fate 
of  Saxony  as  irrevocably  fixed.     Was  it 
or  was  it  not  the  fact  ?  Government  could 
not  now  pretend  that  they  were  ignorant, 
after  the  publication  of  prince  Repnin's  pro- 
clamation, after  what  was  reported  to  have 
been  said  by  the  emperor  Alexander,  and 
after  the  absolute  delivery  of  the  possession 
of  the  kingdom  to  Pruuia.    It  was  im- 
possible to  contend  for  an  'instant  that  this 
act  of  robbery  had  not  been  perpetrated 
in  the  very  spirit  of  Buonapart^,  but  with- 
out his  master-hand  in  the  execution.    It 
was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  reflect  upon 
the  consequences  of  such  a  proceeding. 
If  such  a  system  was  resolved  upon  — 
a  system  directly  tending   to    anarchy, 
trouble,  and  confusion,  who  could  be  bold 
enough  to  think  of  the  revolutions  and 
devastations  likely  to  take  place,  without 
horror }    This  country  looked  for  a  speedy 
diminution  of  taxes  ;  but  if  the  system  of 
spoliation  at  present  before  our  view  were 
persisted  in,  bow  could  she  expect  to  have 
her  burthens  diminished.     Let  nobody, 
then,  talk  of  the  property  tax  ceasing  in 
the  course   of  the  present  year:    while 
such  a  system  continues,  it  could  never 
cease.      The  foreign  papers  represented 
that  count  Metternich  was  presiding  at  the 
head  of  the  cabinet  of  kings  and  ministers^ 
who  were  spending  their  time  in  a  most 
pleasant  and  sociable  manner  at  Vienna. 
Here,  probably,  was  the  origin  of  the  pro* 
ceedings  with  regard  to  Saxony.    Count 
Metternich,  a  very  communicative,  lively 
man,  had  doubtless  at  some  one  of  the 
dinners  been  telling  a  few  of  the  eoter- 
taining  stones,  with  illustrations,  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  and  Buonaparte  used 
to  carve  up  the  continent:— that  Boonap 
part6  used  to  divide  this  kmgdom  in  this 
way,  and  that  kingdom  in  that  way,  and 
that  be  made  no  bones  of  ft eely  disposing 
of  them  to  the   powers  who  surrounded 
him.    From  these  lessons  the  sovereigns 
and  their  ambassadors  seemed   to  havt 
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leanit  much  oftbedetign^bot  little  of  the 
execotion,  which  traa  generally  accom« 
plished  by  a  few  matter-strokes*  to  which 
they  appeared  incompetent.  It  was  not, 
howefer,  to  be  conceired,  that  the  am- 
bassador of  Great  Britain  would,  without 
objection  or  protest,  not  only  permit  these 
infractions  of  ris ht,  but  become  an  acced- 
ing party,  and  tnat^  too,  without  deigning 
lo  give  the  slightest  information  to  the 
genilemcn  on  the  bench  opposite,  who 
were  cutting  such  a  deplorable  figure  [a 
laugh].  It  was  lamentable  to  reflect  how 
the  money  and  the  character  of  the  na- 
tion had  been  squandered.  What  was  to 
be  the  issue  after  the  period  of  gestation 
should  be  passed,  and  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  be  allowed  to  produce  the 
oflspring  of  the  labours  of  the  noble  lord  ? 
But  it  was  very  easy  for  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  rid  himself  of  all  interro- 
gators for  the  present.  The  House,  it 
seemed,  was  to  be  adjourned  for  a  long 
period ;  and  at  the  re-assembling  of  par- 
liament, after  every  thing  had  been 
fixed,  and  all  the  spoliations  had  been 
completed,  then  was  the  time  to  put  ques- 
tions, and  then  they  were  told  they  would 
be  answered.  Mr.  Whitbread  solemnly 
protested  against  such  a  proceeding — he 
protented  against  the  robbery  of  Saxony, 
and  lamented  that  the  House  had  t>een  so 
imprudent  as  to  grant  supplies  that  would 
be  devoted  to  such  a  purpose.  Was  the 
c<ftiduct  now  adopted  at  Vienna  con- 
sistent with  the  declaration  of  the  allies 
before  they  thought  success  as  near  as 
they  found  it }  IXd  they  not  rest  their 
hope,  their  every  hope,  upon  acting  on 
principles  directly  in  opposition  to  the 
system  of  him  whom  they  called  the 
tyrant  of  the  continent?  And  yet,  the 
▼ery  moment  they  got  power  into  their 
own  bands,  they  retraced  bis  steps,  and  in 
foch  a  clumsy  manner  as  to  produce  a 
twofold  injury.  [Hear,  hear!]  Surely 
it  was  enough  to  see  tyranny  supplying 
the  place  of  ffratitnde  m  Spain,  without 
finding  that  it  had  spread  to  the  conti- 
nent, and  that  Lecocq  and  Thielman  had 
Mien  victims  to  it ! 

He  begged  to  remind  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  of  the  rumours  that  were  afloat 
upon  another  subject  of  equal  magnitude, 
upon  which  he  also  requested  that  he 
would  put  offhis  mysterious  air  of  secrecy, 
end  give  parliament  a  little  intelligence, 
if,  indeed,  he  could  communicate  any 
thing ;  for  it  had  happened  that  he  bad 
infused  to  reply  lo  a  queatioD«  on  the 


ground  of  inconvenience  to  the  public 
service,  when  it  had  afterwards  tnrned 
out  that  be  vras  in  perfect  ignorance  upon 
the  point.  The  rumours  were,  that  the 
emperor  Alexander  had  strenuously  con- 
tended for  the  independence  of  Poland, 
and  that  he  bad  been  opposed  in  fiis  bene»> 
volent  views  by  the  British  minister. 
Nothing  oflkial  had  been  inserted  in  the 
foreign  journals  upon  this  grand  question, 
and  nothing  had  been  publicly  done; 
but  the  people  were  amused  by  disputes 
between  the*  minister  of  the  king  of  Wur- 
temberg  and  the  minister  of  the  new  king 
of  Hanover,  upon  a  point  of  etiquette  who 
should  take  precedence,  like  the  ceremo- 
nious ladies  of  two  newly-baked  baronets 
at  a  country  ball.  *  Such  were  the  ridi- 
culous antics  played  by  the  ambassadors 
at  Vienna,  instead  of  proceeding  to  dis- 
charge the  important  duties  with  which 
they  were  entrusted.  Mr.  Whitbread 
hoped  to  receive  an  answer  upon  these 
pomts,  and  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer did  so  far  condescend,  it  would 
be  necessary  for  him  to  condescend  still 
further,  and  to  shew  why  he  had  not  an- 
swered them  before.  We  now  lived  in  an 
age  when  free  nations  were  not  to  be  sold 
and  transferred  like  beasts  of  burthen ;  and 
if  any  attempt  of  the  kind  was  made,  the 
result  would  be  a  bloody  and  revengeful 
war.  He  repeated,  that  it  was  folly  to 
talk  of  repealing  the  property  tax;  ii 
could  never  be  iSktn  off,  if  those  partitions 
were  suffered  to  take  place.  The  hon. 
gentleman  concluded  by  again  adverting 
to  the  aflbirs  of  Poland,  and  by  stating, 
that  in  every  step  and  in  every  suge  he 
would  resist  the  supply,  until  some  suit« 
able  developement  of  its  application  waa 
satisfactorily  laid  before  the  House.  [Hear, 
hear!] 

The  CAonceflor  tfihe  Exchequer,  In  ob- 
serving upon  what  has  fallen  firom  the 
hon.  member,  1  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
entering  a  little  into  the  subjects  to  which 
he  baa  adverted.  Whatever  accusations 
he  may  think  proper  to  bring  against  me, 
I  certainly  do  not  intend  to  charge  him 
with  being  deficient  in  his  duty  ;  if  enter- 
ing his  protest  against  the  proceedings  of 
government,  whatever  they  may  be,  con- 
stitute a  part  of  that  duty.  I  feel  no  ot»- 
jection  to  give  the  hon.  gentleman  infor- 
mation upon  one  or  two  points  to  which 
he  has  referred.  First,  with  regard  to 
Saxony ;  I  believe  that  the  fate  of  that 
kingdom  baa  not,  and  cannol  have  yet 
been  decided ;  because  the  Congress  by 
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which  the  deeision  it  to  be  made,  hat  oot 
yet  net.  [Hear !]  I  cannot,  (berefgre, 
believe  that  the  fate  of  Saxony  is  yei 
fixed ;  much  leu  do*  I  believe'  that  any 
British  minister  would  be  a  party  to  any 
fttch  decision  at  is  supposed  to  have  been 
made  [Hear*  hear  !  from  all  parts  of  the 
Hoase].  As  little  do  I  believe  (and  the 
hon.  gentleman  will  have  reason  on  some 
future  day  to  recollect  my  assertion},  that 
any  Briiish  minister  will  be  a  party  to  the 
subjugation  of  Poland,  On  these  points 
I  hope  the  hon.  member  is  now  satisfied ; 
and  having  replied  to  his  questions,  it  will 
be  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  any  thing 
further. 

Mr.  Whiibread>  I  beg  to  be  allowed  |o 
say  a  word  or  two  in  explanation.  I  am 
not  at  all  deranged  by  the  little  sarcasm 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman ;  for  all  know-^ 
ledge  is  comparative ;  and  if  I  know  little 
upon  these  subjects,  it  is  plain  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  knows  leu, 
for  undoubtedly  I  have  supplied  .the 
greater  part  of  bis  information.  My  prin* 
cipal  object  in  risins  is,  that  I  may  dis- 
tinctly understand  wnat  he  has  said!  He 
states,  that  he  does  not  believe  that  the  fate 
of  Saxony  is  decided;  [Hear!  from  Mr. 
Vansiitart]   and  he   doea  not  believe  it 

tossible  that  any  British  minister  should 
ave  been  a  party  to  the  surrender  of 
Saxony  to  Prussia,  as  is  stated  by  the 
documents  that  have  been  published. 
[Hear,  hear!  ]  The  right  boo.  gentleman  be- 
lieves, that  I  shall  have  reason  to  remember 
what  I  have  said,  upon  some  future  day. 
I  suppose  he  means,  that  on  obtaining  as* 
aistance  after  the  recess,  he  intends  to  in« 
flict  upon  me  a  castigation.  I  hope  he 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  so  doing,  by 
shewing  that  a  British  minister  has  not 
been  a  party  to  the  cession  of  Saxony  to 
a  foreign  power.  As  to  Poland,  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  believes  that  lord  Castle* 
reagh  never  acquiesced  in  the  subjugation 
of  tnat  country,  and  does  not  think  it  pos- 
sible that  a  British  minister  woold  ac^ 
ouiesce  in  such  a  proceeding.  What, 
then,  is  the  extraordinary  situation  of 
ministers?  Their  leader  hopes,  and  be- 
lieves, and  expects  every  thiug-*he  has 
no  certain  intelligence,  and  yet  the  House 
cannot  fail  to  know  what  information  he 
night  have  possessed  and  communicated. 
It  is  for  the  House  to  say,  whether  it  is 
satisfied  with  these  ambiguous  hypotheses 
io  which  he  always  speaks:  but  if  what 
has  been  stated  were  not  true,  could  he 
i|ot  disprove  it  from  the  very  tenor  of  lord 
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Castiereagh's  letters?  Sorely  he  could 
collect  whether  it  were  true  or  false.  I 
ask  the  right  hon,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  request  that  he  will  give 
me  an  answer — Has  he  any  information 
on  which  he  can  contradict  what  I  have 
stated  with  regard  to  Poland,  and  what  I 
hope  and  believe  is  true  ? 

The  Chancdhr  qfthe  Exchequer,  I  hope 
the  hon.  gentleman  will  not  misapprehend 
roe;  though  I  fear,  from  what  he  has 
thrown  out,  that  I  did  not  make  myself 
understoodr  What  I  said  was,  that  |  be« 
lieved  the  fate  of  Saxony  was  not,  and 
could  not  be  decided;  because,  by  the 
last  accounts,  the  Congress  had  not  yet 
met,  whose  duty  it  was  to  decide.  There- 
fore I  preHume  that  any  occupation  of 
Saxony  that  has  taken  place,  can  only 
be  provisional  —  merely  a  military  oc* 
cupation  of  the  country,  such  as  was 
before  maintained  by  the  Russians.  — 
This  was  all  I  meant  |o  state  with  regard 
to  Saxony;  and  the  British  minister,  there- 
fore, was  not  a  party  to  the  transaction. 
As  to  Poland,  what  I  said  wa^  that  I 
did  not  believe  it  would  be  found  tba^ 
a  British  minister  had  been  the  author 
of  the  subjugation  of  that  country.  [  Hear, 
bear !] 

Mr.  TVrmey.  Perhaps,  Sir,  I  may  come 
in  for  my  share  of  the  threatened  castiga* 
tion  on  the  fatal  day,  but  I  wish  distinctly 
to  understand  whether  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  means  to  deny  that  mili- 
tary possession  has  been  taken  of  Saxonj^, 
and  that  it  has  been  given  up  to  the  domi** 
nion  of  Prussia  ?  Whether  he  means  to 
deny  the  proclamation  of  prince  Repnin, 
which  states  that  Saxony,  as  a  kingdom, 
shall  hereafter  be  subject  to  the  dominion 
of  the  king  of  Prussia  ?  If  he  means  to 
deny  these  facts,  1  shall  be  glad  to  know 
it.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  says,  he 
cannot  believe  that  any  English  minister 
would  be  a  party  to  such  an  afiair :  it  is, 
therefore,  material  that  we  should  know 
in  what  situation  our  ambassador  stands. 
He  is  to  be  a  member  of  that  Congress 
which  is  to  decide  this  question ;  but  is 
not  the  decision  retidered  a  mere  mockery^ 
when  the  subject  is  already  settled  by  the 
occupation  of  the  country  by  a  large  mi- 
litary force?  What,  then,  is  now  to  be 
decided  by  the  CongreM? — Really  no- 
thing«  Alter  the  recess,  no  doubt,  we 
shall  see  the  right  hon.  gentleman  coming 
down  to  the  House  to  say  itiat  he  is  very 
sorry,  but  lord  Castlereagh  could  do  no* 
thing  agaioel  an  army  already  in  posses* 
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sion  of  Sixony^  and  that  he  wis  obliged 
to  sobmtt  to  oeceSBtty.  I  should  be  glad 
to  hoow  what  the  noble  lord  says  tipon 
this  subject.  Does  the  noble  lord  give 
any  explanation  respecting  this  order  of 
prince  Repnin  ?  The  right  hon,  gentle- 
man says,  he  believes  it  to  be  a  prorisidnal 
occupation ;  hot  the  contrary  is  evident, 
for  the  people  are  told  that  they  are  here- 
after to  consider  tbeanselves  as  under  the 
dominion  of  Prussia.  1  should  be  glad 
to  know  what' lord  Castlereagh  says  upon 
It ;  and,  on  the  threatened  day  of  triumph, 
perhaps  I  may  remind  him  of  the  expres- 
sions. The  right  hon.  gentleman  says, 
that  hitherto,  respecting  Saxony,  he  spoke 
only  upon  bypothesin;  and  to  day  be 
says,  thai  he  really  cannot  believe  that 
lord  Castlereagh  has  been  a  party  to  the 
cession.  I  hope  to  God  he  has  not ;  but 
unless  on  his  return  he  can  make  out  a 
good  case,  he  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  him- 
self for  remaining  British  minister  at  the 
Congress.  [Hear,  hear!]  He  must  make 
out,  that  this  is  a  provisional  occupation, 
and  Dothin§^  else.  Now  let  us  see  what 
is  this  provisional  occupation,  even  sup* 
poiing  he  can  prove  thM  ?  It  Is  enforced 
and  maintained  by  troops,  of  which  we 
pay  one*fourth.  Each  party  pays  a  pro- 
portionate sum  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
body  of  75,000  men ;  so  that  the  whole 
allied  force  to  be  kept  on  foot,  and  applied 
to  any  purpose,  is  300,000  men ;  and  a 
portion  of  these  troops  is  now  keeping 
poMetsion  of  Saxony  for  Prussia,  what^v^r 
may  ht  the  determmation  of  the  Congress. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  says, 
wait  and  see  the  result.  So  I  would,  and 
patiently,  if  the  king  of  Prussia  would 
withdraw  his  army  from  Saxony ;  but  as 
matters  now  stancl,  the  result  will  be,  that 
the  noble  lord  will  return  to  England  on 
that  glorious  day  of  triumph,  and  tell  par- 
liament that  he  could  do  nothing  in  the 
Congress,  for  he  was  obliged  to  yield  to 
the  forces  of  the  king  of  Prussia. 

Mr.  Bathmrsi  insisted,  that  ministers 
were  not  responsible  for  the  acta  of  prince 
Repnin,  if  he  chose  to  yield  the  possession 
of  Saxony  to  Prussia :  they  had  no  con- 
trol over  foreign  generals.  In  the  first 
place,  he  said,  that  government  had  no 
official  knowledge  of  the  transfer  of 
Saxony ;  and,  in  the  next,  that  they  had 
no  information  whether  our  minister  bad 
or  had  not  consented  to  the  ultimate  pos- 
session of  it  by  Prussia. 

Mr.  Wkkhread*  Then  you  know  no- 
thing about  the  matter  ? 


Mr.  Baihuni  added,  that  these  sobjecu 
were  matters  of  future  arrangement  by  the 
Congress ;  they  were  not  y«t  decided, 
and  therefore  the  British  minister  could 
be  no  party  to  the  proceeding. 

Mr.  Pangenby  would  willingly  have  rap. 
posed  it  impossible  that  the  Russian  ttio-^ 
narch  could  be  a  party  to  such  a  transact 
tlon  ;  and  to  shew  the  different  principles 
on  which  the  allies  commenced,  he  read 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Cbaumdnt, 
in  which  it  was  declared,  "  That  the  high 
contracting  powers  solemnly  engage  to 
apply  all  the  means  of  their  respective 
states  to  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war  against  France ;  and  to  employ  them 
in  perfect  concert,  in  order  to  obtain  for 
themselves,  and  for  Europe,  a  general 
peace,  under  the  protection  of  which  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  all  nations  may  be 
established  and  secured."  How  was  it 
possible  for  ministers  to  deny  that  Saxony 
was  for  ever  ceded-  to  Prussia  ?  Prince 
Repnin,  in  his  Address^  declares,  that  it  ia 
to  be  placed  under  ''  the  powerful  and 
paternal  protection  of  Frederick  William 
and  his  descendants.'*  If  so,  it  was  a 
strange  provisional  occupatton,  which  ex« 
tended  even  to  posterity.  The  instru- 
ment then  spoke  of  the  *«  fortitude  of  the 
king  in  adversity,  and  his  magnanimity  in 
prosperity."  Where  was  his  magnanimity 
in  compelling  the  Saxons,  by  a  military 
force,  to  submit  to  his  authority  ?  Where 
was  his  magnanimity  in  subjugating  a 
country,  to  whose  army  at  Leipsie  the 
allies  were  indebted  for  their  subsequent 
sttcceu,  and  in  casting  into  a  dungetm 
Thielman,  the  general  who  had  command* 
ed  them  ?— His  reward  was  imprisonment, 
and  that  of  his  army  slavery !  The  right 
hon.  sentleman  had  said,  that  the  Con- 
gress had  not  yet  met.  What  a  miserable 
pretext !  What  a  scandalous  subterfoge  ! 
With  all  this  accomplished,  what  was  the 
British  minister  to  do  in  the  Congress; 
which,  formed  under  pretence  of  giving 
protection  to  Europe,  was  to  be  employea 
only  on  schemes  of  subjugation,  tyranny, 
and  spoliation?  The  defence  which  mi* 
nisters  flattered  themselves  they  had 
made,  had  only  proved  an  additional  rea- 
son for  their  condemnation ;  for  if  the  ac- 
counts in  the  German  papers,  and  even 
in  the  Moniteur,  the  official  gazette  of 
France,  were  credited,  what  a  miserable 
figure  did  the  present  administration  cut ! 
The  very  argument  that  it  could  not  be 
true,  because  the  Congress  had  not  met, 
was  an  admission  of  the  fact,  that  the  Bri- 
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tisb  minisler  bad  given  hit  consent  to  these 
lawless  measures.  If  he  had  consented^ 
the  British  minister  had  disgraced  his 
title,  and  betrayed  the  honoar  of  his 
country. 

Mr.  Baikuni,  after  the  manner  in  which 
his  noble  colleague  had  been  roentionedi 
felt  called  upon  to  say,  that  it  did  not  rest 
simply  upon  the  fact^  that  Coneress  had 
not  yet  met»  but  it  rested  upon  the  asser- 
tion, that,  by  the  last  accounts  from  our 
ambassador,  no  final  arrangement  for  Saxo* 
ny  had  yet  taken  place,  lie  maintained, 
in  contradiction  to  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Tiemey,  that  although  we  paid  for  75,OQO 
men,  we  paid  nothing  towards  the  occu- 
pation of  Saxony. 

Mr.  Tienujf  said,  that  the  total  amount 
of  force  to  be  kept  on  foot  by  the  allies 
was  300,000  men,  of  which  we  paid  for 
75,000.  Now,  unless  all  our  75,000  were 
employed  in  the  Netherlands,  which  no 
man  would  assert,  where  was  the  rest  of 
our  ^ttola,  if  it  did  not  constitute  a  part  of 
the  army  of  our  allies  on  the  continent, 
which  force  had  been  employed  to  take 
possession  of  Saxony  ?  In  point  of  fact, 
therefore,  we  were  paying  for  the  military 
occupation  of  that  unfortunate  kingdom. 
Woiuld  the  right  hon.  gentleman  sajr,  that 
it  was  only  a  provisional  possession  to 
which  lord  Castlereagh  had  consented  ? 
and  if  so,  why  such  a  provisional  posses* 
sion  was  necessary  ? 

Mr.  Baikuni  did  not  mean  to  deny  the 
fact,  but  he  denied  the  inference  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman.  It  was  merely  a 
transfer  of  the  possession  of  Russia,  who 
held  it,  to  Prussia,  who  holds  it  now.  It 
might  be  just  as  truly  said,  what  power 
have  you  to  negociate  respecting  Poland, 
where  we  had  no  force  ? 

Mr.  WkUbread  complimented  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  on  his  talent  at  splitting 
hairs ;  be  had  not,  however,  at  all  affected 
the  main  question.  Was  it  to  be  sup« 
posed,  for  a  moment,  that  Russia  would 
dare  to  publish  to  the  world  what  she  had 
done  with  regard  to  Saxony,  if  the  consent 
of  the  British  ambassador  bad  not  been 
obtained;  or  if  it  had  not,  would  lord 
Castlereagh  continue  an  instant  longer  at 
Vienna,  to  degrade  the  character  and  ho* 
DOur  of  his  nation  ?  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had.  said,  that  ministers  were  not 
responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  Ruuian 
prince.  True:  they  had  enough  to  an- 
swer for  without  that  additional  burthen, 
even  with  the  support  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  who  so  generously,  in  an  emer- 
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gency  on  a  former  night,  had  volunteered 
his  powerful  aid.  After  all  that  ministera 
had  said,  all  that  it  amounted  to  was,  that 
the  Congress  hail  not  met.  But  was  it,  or 
was  it  not  the  fact,  that  all  the  great  points 
were  settled  before  the  assembly  of  the 
Congress  ?  To  revert  to  the  proclamation 
of  prince  Repnin— Was  it,  or  was  it  not  a 
forgery  ?  If  not,  and  lord  Castlereagh 
knew  nothing  of  it,  he  had  a  right  to  de« 
mand  that  exemplary  punishment  should 
be  inflicted  upon  the  person  who  issued  it. 
Was  the  wording  of  the  document  at  aU 
like  a  provisional  arrangement  ?  It  began, 
"  The  administration  of  the  kingdom  of 
Saxony  having  been  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  king  of  Prussia,  by  virtue  of  a  con- 
vention between  Russia  and  PruMia,  and 
to  which  Austria  and  England  have  ac- 
ceded," (lord  Castlereagh  had  never  been 
consulted,  and  yet  prince  Repnin  had 
dared  to  assert  that  England  was  a  party- 
consenting  !)  "  and  the  solemn  delivery  of 
the  general  government  having  been  this 
day  made  by  me  to  the  baron  Von  Reek 
and  major-general  the  baron  Von  Gaudy, 
all  the  Saxon  officers  and  inhabitants  are 
informed,  that  they  must  address  them* 
selves  to  the  new  general  government.'* 
It  then  went  on  to  praise  the  king  of 
Prussia,  and  to  speak  of  the  happiness  and 
liberty  the  Saxons  would  enjoy  under  the 
rule  of  that  noble,  virtuous,  and  magnani-* 
mous  prince.  If  this  were  a  forgery,  Mr. 
Whitbread  called  upon  ministers  to  avow 
it :  if  it  were  not,  and  lord  Castlereagh 
had  given  his  colleagues  no  information 
upon  the  subject,  although  he  was  in  poe- 
session  of  the  whole,  be  had  been  grossly 
deficient  in  his  duty.  If  it  were  true,  that 
lord  Castlereagh  had  consented,  on  the 
part  of  England,  it  was  a  humiliation  and 
a  degradation  to  this  country,  so  low  as 
to  be  beneath  all  expression. 

Mr.  Baihmi  observed,  that  he  bad 
never  allowed  that  the  proclamation  was  k 
forgery,  but  he  did  assert  that  it  was  un« 
authorized.  He  begged  to  know  the  date 
of  it.  [Mr.  Whitbread  said,  *'  Dresden, 
11th  Nov."]  It  so  happened  that  the 
last  dispatches  from  lord  Castlereagh  were 
of  that  date,  and  of  course  he  could  not 
mention  it.  Certainly,  if  ministers  were 
accounuble  for  the  acts  of  prince  Repnin* 
they  would  deserve  censure.  It  was  an 
unauthenticated  paper,  and  did  not  at  all 
prove  that  the  hit  of  Saxony  was  decided. 

Mr.  Tiem^.  Does  lord  Castlereagh,  in 
hialast  dispatches,  take  any  notice  of  auck 
a  proclamation  ? 
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Mr.  Whiibreadm  Or  does  be  say  any 
thing  regarding  the  intended  surrender  of 
Saxony  ?  [Mr.  Bathorst  smiled,  but  gave 
no  answer].  Are  we  to  understand  dis- 
tinctly, that  lord  Castlereagb,  in  his  last 
dispatches  of  the  II  th  of  November,  does 
not  mention  the  subject  of  the  surrender 
of  Saxony  to  Prussia  ? 

No  reply  was  made  by  ministers. 

Mr.  L^iieUon  having  resided  for  some 
time  in  Saxony»  bore  testimony  to  the 
desire  of  the  natives  for  the  rule  of  their 
ancient  sovereign.  From  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other,  from  the  noble  to 
the  peasant,  there  was  scarcely  a  man  who 
did  not  detest  the  transfer  that  was  about 
to  be  made.  There  might  be  a  few,  but 
very  few  they  were,  who,  by  bribes,  pro- 
mises and  threats,  bad  been  induced  to 
join  the  cause  of  the  king  of  Prussia.  It 
was  important  for  the  House  to  know 
whether  the  British  minister  had  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  transaction 
which  had  taken  place.  If  he  had  not 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  steps 
taken  by  Prussia  with  respect  to  Saxony, 
it  was  indicative  of  the  mean  estimation 
ID  which  this  country  was  held  by  the 
allied  powers— an  estimation  inconsistent 
with  the  force  which  she  maintained,  and 
which  could  only  be  occasioned  by  the 
misconduct  of  bis  Majesty's  representatives 
abroad.  He  had  thought  proper  to  state 
thus  much,  and  on  a  future  opportunity,  if 
any  occurred,  he  should  enter  more  at 
large  into  the  subject. 

The  Chancellor  of  ihc  Exchequer,  without 
again  reverting  to  the  general  question, 
whether  or  no  Saxony  had  been  taken  pos- 
session of  definitively,  wished  to  state,  that 
the  convention  supposed  to  be  mentioned 
in  prince  Repnin  s  letter  could  not  exist, 
as  far  as  the  consent  of  the  British  minister 
was  concerned. 

Mr.  Wkiilfread,  Then  prince  Repnin 
must  have  published  to  all  £urope  a  bare- 
faced falsehood. 

The  conversation  dropped,  and  the  reso- 
lation  before  the  House  was  agreed  to. 
On  the  subsequent  Resolution, 

Mr.  Whiibread  asked,  what  was  the 
meaning  of  an  item,  in  the  estimates  which 
bad  been  printed,  of  105/.  to  the  right  hon. 
George  Rose,  clerk  of  the  parliaments,  for 
ActM  of  Parliament  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  stated, 
that  it  was  an  usual  annual  allowance  to 
the  clerk  of  the  parliaments*  instead  of 
the  copies  of  all  Acts. 

Mr.  fVhitbread  obBenrtd.  that  the  105/. 
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must  be  an  allowance  for  getting  the  Acts 
by  heart,  instead  of  keeping  copies,  since 
it  was  the  duty  of  Mr.  Rose,  in  some  man- 
ner, to  be  acquainted  with  them.  Mr. 
Whitbread  asked  for  what  the  6,0001. 
which  was  voted  for  the  expense  of  con- 
veying the  prince  regent  of  Portugal  to 
Europe  was  to  be  expended,  and  whether 
there  was  any  certainty  at  what  time  the 
prince  regent  would  actually  return  from 
the  Brazils  i 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr. 
Croker,  and  Mr.  Arbutbnot  explamed,  that 
though  the  nrecise  time  when  the  prince 
regent  would  return  was  not  actually  known* 
he  had  demanded  a  vessel  for  that  purpose, 
and  the  appointment  of  the  officer  who  had 
been  nominated.  The  sum  (which  was  only 
4,0 00/.)  was  to  be  expended  in  such  pre* 
parations  for  a  proper  reception'  of  his 
royal  highness  on  board  the  ship  appoint- 
ed, as  individuals  could  not  be  expected 
to  bear  the  charge  of.  A  certain  propor- 
tion of  the  money  was  to  be  drawn  by 
each  of  the  officers  for  the  purpose.— The 
Resolutions  were  all  agreed  to. 

Trade  to  Canada.]  Mr.  Marsh  rose 
to  move^  '*  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House,  an  account,  showing  the  annual 
amount  of  all  imports  from  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick,  into  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  of  all  exports  from 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  the  same, 
from  the  year  1800  to  1814,  both  inclu- 
sive ;  distinguishing  such  articles,  in  each 
year,  as  exceed  the  value  of  IfiOOL'*  [The 
hon,  gentleman  was  proceeding  to  ob- 
serve on  the  importance  of  the  details 
which  would  be  then  afforded,  with  a  view 
to  a  proper  estimation  of  the  real  value  of 
the  American  possessions  of  this  country, 
when  he  was  called  to  order  by  Mr. 
Batburst.  Mr.  Bathurst  in  his  turn  was 
called  to  order  by  Mr.  Horner,  who  con- 
ceived that  it  was  not  consistent  with  order 
to  interrupt  a  member  in  the  coursa  of 
remarks  previous  to  a  motion,  which, 
though  brought  forward  without  notice, 
was  perfectly  regular.]  Mr.  Marsh  then 
observed,  that  the  papers  would  shew  how 
far  it  was  consistent  with  prudence,  that 
his  Majesty's  ministers  should,  in  order  to 
augment  our  Canadian  territory,  give  a 
pledge  to  continue  the  country  at  war  ; 
and  for  that  porpose,  not  only  proposing 
the  continnation  of  the  property  tax,  but 
imposing  still  farther  burthens  on  the 
country.  The  hon.  member  concluded 
by  moving  for  the  papers. 
^2  0f 
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The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  did  not 
think  there  could  be  any  inconvenience  in 
producing  the  information  required,  and 
should  not  therefore  object  to  the  motion. 
^-Ordered. 


Motion  on  continutng  the  Militia 

EMBODIED       IN     TIME     OF     PeaCE.I         Sir 

Samuel  Romilly,  before  he  made  the  mo- 
tion of  which  he  bad  giren  notice,  wished 
that  the  Act  of  the  42d  Geo.  3,  c.  9(\  for 
amending  the  laws  relating  to  the  militia 
in  England,  and  for  augmenting  the  mili- 
tia, might  be  read  ;  and  the  same  being 
read  accordingly,  sir  Samuel  again  rose. 
He  said,' it  could  hardly  be  necessary  for 
him  to  apologize  to  the  House  for  drawing 
their  attention  to  a  subject,  the  importance 
of  which  must  be  felt  by  every  one.  He 
should  indeed  wilnt  an  excuse,  if,  without 
having  'viewed  it  attentively,  he  had 
brovght  this  topic  forward  merely  as  a 
matter  to  embarrass  ministers,  or  for  the 
enjoyment  which  might  arise  from  theii' 
awkward  defence.  Convinced  that  it  was 
his  duty  to  take  all  pains  to  investigate 
the  merits  of  such  a  question,  he  had  done 
so.  He  had  considered  it  deeply  in  va- 
rious^ points  of  view;  he  had  consulted 
the  gentlemen  who  could  offer  him  the 
best  opinions ;  he  had  listened  to  every 
argument  that  had  been  urged  in  public 
in  favour  of  ministers ;  and  the  result  was, 
in  his  own  mind«  that  in  keeping  part  of 
the  militia  embodied,  they  had  acted  both 
illegally  and  unconstitutionally.  He  had, 
therefore,  thought  it  his  duty  to  come  be- 
fore the  House,  and  having  done  so,  could 
not  too  soon  enter  into  an  explanation  of 
his  views  upon  the  subject.  When  he 
aaid  that  the  militia  were  kept  embodied 
in  an  illegal  manner,  he  did  not  mean 
that  the  fact  of  illegality  exempted  those 
who  were  enrolled,  or  might  afterwards 
be  ballotted,  from  executing  the  duties 
of  their  situation.  He  considered  them 
all  bound  to  pay  obedience  to  their  ofR« 
cers,  and  to  the  regpilations  under  which 
tbev  were  called  to  serve.  It  remained  solely 
with  his  Majesty  to  disembody  and  re- 
lease them:  and  the  only  question  was, 
whether  his  Majesty  onsht  not,  according 
to  law,  to  have  been  advised  so  to  disem- 
body them.  There  were  many  questioni 
of  prerogative  involved  in  great  difficalty, 
many  that  could  only  be  solved  through 
the  medium  of  abstract  reasoning  and  pus* 
zling  analogies ;  but  on  this  Question  there 
coald  be  no  difficulty ;  it  depended  en- 
itiely  on  the  plain  words  of  the  atatute:  it 


required  nd  lawyer  to  interpret  them,  for 
every  man  who  could  understand  Eng- 
lish was  a  sufficient  judge  of  their  import. 
The  Act  authorized  his  Majesty  to  call 
out  the  militia  under  foor  circumstances : 
in  case  of  invasion,  of  imminent  danger, 
rebelliont  or  insurrection.  He  would  now 
ask  the  House,  whether  the  country  was 
in  such  a  state  as  indicated  the  approach 
of  any  of  those  calamities  ?  Should  any  of 
those  unexpectedly  arise,  the  Act  directed 
that  his  Majesty  Should  state  the  case  to 
parliament;  and  if  parliament  were  not 
sitting,  should  make  the  necessity  for  calU 
ing  out  the  militia  known  by  proclama- 
tion, and  '  should  immediately  assemble 
the  legislature  of  the  country.  If  the 
House  considered  the  state  of  the  nation 
in  times  past,  it  would  only  serve  to  con- 
6rm  the  opinion,  that  without  a  violation 
of  the  law,  no  part  of  the  militia  could 
be  kept  embodied.  It  was  in  a  state  of 
profound  peace  and  tindistarbed  internal 
security  that  a  portion  of  that  force  was 
kept  on  foot,  separated  from  their  families, 
and  subjected  to  all  the  inconveniences 
and  riffours  of  martial  law.  The  institu- 
^  tion  of  the  militia,  however,  although  it 
pressed  hard  on  the  lower  orders,  and 
exacted  great  sacrifices  from  them,  was, 
upon  the  whole,  an  excellent  institution, 
on  which  the  country  justly  relied  with 
most  confidence  for  its  protection.  At  all 
times,  a  salutary  jealousy  had  been  enter- 
tained of  the  power  of  the  crown  over  a 
standing  army.  Divided  from  the  rest  of 
society,  subjected  to  different  laws,  and 
bound  for  no  stated  period,  a  standing 
army  had  always  been  considered  a  dan- 
gerous weapon  to  be  intrusted  to  the  sove- 
reign authority.  The  militia,  on  the  con- 
trary, was  regarded  as  the  great  pillar 
and  safest  defence  of  the  (Country.  This 
body  were  not  to  be  torii  from  their  occu- 
pations and  their  families,  and  put  upon 
service,  till  actual  danger  demanded  their 
exertions.  Until  called  oat,  thev  retained 
all  the  privileges  of  the  constitution,  which 
were  only  suspended  during  the  existence 
of  peril.  Every  thing  that  tended  to  alter 
that  spirit,  and  to  retain  them  far  from 
their  homes  longer  than  it  was  necessary, 
was  not  only  most  injurious  bnt  most  nn- 
constitutional.  Though,  in  common  with 
the  rest  of  the  world,  be  admired  the  con- 
duct of  those  high-spirited  men,  who,  out 
of  the  militia,  had  volonteered  their  ser- 
vices in  foreign  countries,  vet  he  coald 
not  refrain  from  lamenting  now  consider* 
ably  it   impaired  the   institution  itself. 
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Such  an  example  could  not  take  place 
wiiboat  altering  the  disposition  of  the 
men ;  and  any  thing  that  contrioated  to 
pervert  the  spirit  and  original  purity  of 
the  militia*  was,  in  his  opinion^  decidedly 
wrong.     The  legislature  had  always  in- 
tended that  the  character  of  citizen  should 
be  suspended  for  as  short  a  period  as  pos- 
sible.    Originally^  the  militia  were  not 
made  to  serve  out  of  their  own  counties, 
except^  as  by  the  Act  of  Edward  I,  in 
cases  of  sudden  invasion.    This  was  con- 
firmed by  the  4th  of  Henry  4»  and  lasted 
under  Charles  I  and  Charles*  2,  one  of 
whose  first  Acts  was  one  for  regulating 
the  calling  out  of  the  militia,  wbo  were 
not  to  serve  out  of  their  respective  coun- 
ties.   The  2nd  of  George  2  brought  the 
law  nearly  to  the  situation  in  which  it  now 
stood,  the  militia  being  only  allowed  to 
be  called  out  in  cases  of  invasion,  immi- 
nent danger,  or  rebellion ;  insurrection  not 
being  inserted,  lest  the  crown  should  have 
turned  that  defensive  army  into  one  of 
ofience.    But  the  prerogative  of  calling 
the  militia  out  could  not  be  exercised 
without  first  stating  the  necessity  of  the 
case  to  parliament;   or  if  it  were  not 
sitting,  publishing  it  by  proclamation,  and 
immediately  assembling  the  legislature. 
The  16tb  and  42ad  of  the  King  contained 
the  same  provisions,  with  this  only  difier- 
ence,  that  the  militia  were  to  be  assem- 
bled to  repel  invasion,  or  repress  insurrec- 
tion.    Its  calling  out  and  service  were 
then  co-extensive  with  the  necessity  of 
the  case.    In  the  two  last  Acts  the  same 
words  had  been  used,  with  this  addition, 
for  the  purpose  of  repelling  cr  'prevent- 
ing^ invasion,  and  suppressing  insurrec- 
tion. When,  in  1776,  it  became  necessary 
lo  send  a  large  force  to  America,  then  m 
a  state  of  rebellion,  the  ministers  of  those 
times  came  to  parliament  to  desire   that 
ao  Act  should  be  passed  to  call  out  the 
militia,  in  case  of  rebellion  in  any  part 
of   his  Majesty's    dominions.    The  Act 
passed,  but  not  without  considerable  oppo- 
aition,  and  even  then  its  duration  was  H- 
mitedJo  seven  years.    Before  they  ended, 
the  independence  of  America  had  been 
recognized ;  and  there  was,  therefore,  no 

f  round  for  the  continuance  of  the  militia 
eyond  that  period.  In  the  present  case, 
we  had  been  nearly  six  months  at  peace 
with  every  power  in  Eorope,  neither  was 
any  part  of  the  united  kingdom  threatened 
witii  invasion,  iomiinent  danger,  rebellion, 
or  insurrection.  If  the  militia  were  now 
kept  on  foot,  tbei efore^  it  might  remain  so 


daring  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  or 
at  least  during  the  whole  of  the  American 
war.  The  only  reason  hitherto  given  for 
its  continuance  was,  that  this  country  was 
still  at  war.  Yes,  we  were  still  at  war^ 
but  with  America ;  and  the  House  must 
recollect  what  species  of  war  the  Act 
alluded  to  when  it  was  passed :  it  re- 
ferred to  a  contest  which  brought  the 
danger  of  invasion  to  our  very  doors, 
with  an  enemy  only  a  few  leagues  from 
our  shores,  on  which,  after  a  lew  hours 
sailing,  he  nught  land.  Now,  could  it  be 
thought,  even  by  the  most  credolous  in 
bis  Majesty's  dominions^  that  the  present 
contest  exposed  us  to  invasion.  As  well 
might  the  militia  be  called  out  if  we  wei|t 
to  war  with  the  dey  of  Algiers,  or  some 
Indian  prince.  Such  a  proposition  was 
monstrous.  It  might  be  said,  that  although 
the  law  imposed  great  restrictions  on  the 
power  of  calling  out  the  militia,  it  laid 
none  on  that  of  keeping  it  embodied. 
But  he  hardly  thought  such  an  argument 
would  be  used  in  that  House.  He  did  not 
expect  it  would  be  contended  that  the 
intent  of  the  Act  was  to  leave  the  crown 
wholly  disembarrassed,  with  respect  to 
the  disembodying  of  the  militia.  -He  did 
not  conceive,  that  when  so  many  difficulties 
were  made  to  attend  the  calling  out  of  the 
militia,  even  at  a  moment  of  pressing 
danger,  the  law  should  give  the  king  the 
power  of  continuing  it  as  long  as  he  pleased* 
even  when  the  causes  for  which  it  had 
been  assembled  had  ceased  to  operate,  or 
perhaps  even  long  after  the  war  with 
America  should  be  closed.  He  wished 
the  House  to  consider  what  might  be  the 
duration '  of  that  war^  carried  on  for  the 
objects  now  avowed  (at  least  made  ap* 
parent  through  the  publication  of  our 
diplomatic  correspondence  by  the  Ame* 
ricans),  and  in  the  mode  now  adopted ;  a 
mode  contrary  to  the  usages  of  all  civi« 
lized  nations,  and  likely,  instead  of  con- 
ciliating our  enemy,  and  leading  to  a 
speedy  termination  of  the  contest,  to 
inflame  hostility,  and  create  an  unquench- 
able  hatred  between  the  two  countries. 
It  was  said  that  his  Majesty's  ministers 
were  sanctioned  in  their  opinion  as  to  the 
legality  of  keeping  the  militia  embodied 
by  the  law  officers  of  the  crown^-the 
attorney  and  solicitor  general.*   Although 

*  The  followii^  is  a  copy  of  the  Cir- 
cular Letter  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,  to  the  com- 
manding officeis  of  those  regimenu  cf 
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be  had  the  highest  respect  for  these  au- 
thorities, he  shoold  have  had  more  re- 
spect for  their  Opinion,  if  it  had  been 
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British  militia  which  remain  embodied, 
together  with  the  Opinion  of  the  Attorney 
and  Solicitor  General  therein  referred  to : 

''  WkiuhaU,  Nao.  I81A,  1814. 

<'  Sir;  Some  doubts  having  been  ex- 
pressed as  to  the  legality  of  keeping  the 
militia,  or  any  part  of  it,  embodied,  under 
the  present  circumstances  in  which  the 
country  is  placed,  the  question  has  been 
referred  for  the  consideration  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  a 
copy  of  whose  Opinion  thereon  I  have 
the  honour  to  enclose. 

**  Yon  will  not  fail  to  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  communicating  the  same 
to  the  regiment  under  your  command, 
and  you  will  at  the  same  time  explain  to 
the  men,  that  as  the  oath  taken  by  the 
substitutes  and  volunteers  is  to  serve  for 
five  yearB,  or  for  such  further  time  as  the 
militia  may  remain  embodied,  and  not  (as 
has  been  erroneously  supposed)  daring  the 
war,  no  substitute  or  volunteer  is  entitled  to 
his  discharge  until  the  militia  shall  have  been 
actually  disembodied.  And  you  will  add, 
that  although  it  is  the  unquestionable  right 
of  bis  Majesty  to  keep  the  militia  em- 
bodied, notwithstanding  the  termination 
of  the  war  with  France,  it  is  nevertheless 
the  Prince  Regent's  wish  and  intention  to 
order  the  disembodying  of  the  remaining 
regiments  to  take  place  with  as  little 
delay  as  may  be  consistent  with  a  due 
regard  to  the  public  safety;  and  he  trusts 
that,  until  that  period  shall  arrive,  the 
conduct  of  the  men  will  be  marked  by 
that  steady  attention  to  their  duty  and  to 
the  commands  of  their  officers,  by  which 
it  has  been  uniformly  distinsuished  since 
they  have  been  embodied.    I  am.  Sir, 

"  SlDMOUTH. 

"  To  the  Officers  commanding 
those  Regiments  of  British 
Militia  which  remain  em« 
bodied." 

"  Lincoln's^  Inn,  Nov.  nth,  181 4. 
"  My  lord ;  We  have  had  the  honour 
to  receive  your  lofdship's  letter  of  yester- 
day's date,  stating  that  some  doubts  having 
been  expressed,  whether  the  militia  of 
Great  Britain  can  legally  be  kept  embo- 
died under  the  present  circumstances  in 
which  the  country  is  placed,  your  lordship 
is  pleased  to  desire,  that  we  will  take  into 
our  immediate  consideration  the  several 


delivered  under  different  circumstapdes 
from  those  under  which  it  had  been  given. 
The  proper  course  to  have  pursued,  would 

Acts  relating  to  the  militia,  particularly  the 
42nd  Geo.  3,  cap.  90  and  91 ;  and  report 
to  you,  for  the  infdrmation  of  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  our  opinion 
whether,  under  any,  and  what  circum- 
stances, it  is  imperative  upon  the  king  to 
order  the  immediate  disembodying  of  the 
militia. 

"  We  have  accordingly  considered  the 
same,  and  beg  leave  to  report  to  your 
lordship,  that  we  are  of  opinion,  that  when 
once  the  militia  have  been  embodied  upon 
the  occasions  stated  in,  and  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Acts,  there  is  nothing 
imperative  in  the  Act,  as  to  the  time  at, 
or  occasion  upon  which,  the  militia  is  to 
be  disembodied ;  there  is  a  discretion  upon 
the  subject  of  disembodying  the  militia 
vested  in  his  Majesty,  subject  always  to 
the  responsibility  which  attaches  upon  the 
Wiinisters  of  his  Majesty,  if  they  shall 
advise  him  to  continue  the  militia  embo- 
died when  no  circumstances  exist,  in  which 
the  external  relations  or  internal  situation 
of  the  country  could  make  the  continuance 
of  the  militia  in  their  embodied  state  a 
matter  of  expedience  for  the  general 
welfare  and  benefit  of  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment and  dominions. 

**  It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that 
as  bv  the  statute  4-2  Geo.  S,  c.  20,  s.  3> 
his  Majesty  is  empowered,  in  the  cases 
there  stated,  to  embody  '  the  whole  of 
the  militia  force  of  the  country,  or  so 
many  of  the  regiments,  or  such  part  or 
proportion  of  them,  or  any  of  them,  as  his 
Majesty  shall  in  his  wisdom  think  neces- 
sary,  and  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  best 
adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  the  dan- 
ger;' and  as  by  section  H^  it  is  pro* 
vided,  '  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  his 
Majesty  from  time  to  time,  as  he  shall 
think  fit,  to  disembody  any  part  or  pro- 
portion of  any  militia  embodied  under  the 
Act,  and  from  time  to  time  again  to  draw 
out  and  embody  any  such  militia  so  em- 
bodied, or  any  proportion  thereof,  as  to 
his  Majesty  shall  seem  necessary.' 

'*  We  are  of  opinion,  that  if  the  external 
and  internal  situation  of  the  country  shall, 
at  any  time,  in  the  judgment  of  his  Ma- 
jesty, call  for  and  justify  a  reduction  of  the 
militia  force  of  the  realm,  such  reduction, 
by  disembodying,  can  be  governed  only 
by  the  sound  discretion  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers;   and  that  if  a  partial  reduction 
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ha?e  been  to  have  called  for  an  opinion 
as  to  the  legality  of  a  measure^  and  then 
to  have  taken  measures  accordingly.  Bat 
the  Opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the 
crown  had  been  taken  but  lately.  Minis- 
ters  had  taken  their  measures  first,  and 
then  resorted  to  their  law  advisers  to 
know  whether  they  had  acted  legally. 
The  minds  of  the  advisers  were  thus  ne- 
cessarily influenced  by  the  conduct  of 
those  who,  they  would  of  course  suppose, 
were  possessed  of  some  knowledge  of  coo* 
atitutional  law.  He  had  not  seen  the 
Opinion  of  the  law  officers,  although  it 
had  been  circulated;  and  he  could  not, 
therefore,  conceive  the  reasons  on  which 
they  supported  their  opinion.  None  of 
the  four  causes  for  embodying  the  militia 
existed.  It  was  evident,  that  the  cessa- 
tion of  these  causes  was  the  period  at 
which  it  should  fit  disembodied,  since  it 
was  particularly  mentioned,  that  the  mili- 
tia should  be  called  out  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  repelling  invasion,  or  suppressing 
insurrection.  Such  care  and  anxiety 
having  been  manifested  to  prevent  an 
improper  exercise  of  the  prerogative  in 
calling  the  militia  out,  it  was  impossible 
that  no  limits  should  have  been  intended  to 
have  been  assigned  to  their  continuing 
embodied.  The  causes  of  calling  out  the 
militia  having  ceased,  it  ought  to  be  mat- 
ter of  deep  consideration  with  ministers, 
how  far  they  were  justified  in  continuing 
to  the  country  those  heavy  burthens  under 
which  they  had  so  long  laboured.  If  any 
great  and  urgent  cause  existed  for  such  a 
proceeding,  let  it  be  fully  and  fairly 
stated  to  the  House.  In  1776,  the  minis- 
try of  the  day  had  amply  represented  to 
the  House  the  reasons  for  their  conduct : 
those  persons,  to  say  the  least  of  them 

of  some  regiments  shall  at  any  time  be 
ordered,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  any 
other  regiments,  or  any  person  serving  in 
any  regiment,  not  included  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's order  for  disembodying,  are  en- 
titled to,  or  can  claim  to  be  discharged 
from  service ;  but  that  it  must  be  in  the 
discretion  of  his  Majesty's  government, 
acting  upon  their  knowledge  of  facts,  and 
upon  their  constitutional  responsibility,  if 
they  shall  see  proper,  to  suspend  any  order 
which  may  have  been  issoed,  but  not  in 
fact  carried  into  execution.     We  b  a ve,  &c. 

"  W.  Gabbow. 

"  S.  Shbpbbbd. 
^  Lord  Viscount  Sidmootb« 
&c.  &c.  &c." 


were  not  supposed  to  have  a  very  <8uper« 
stitious  veneration  for  the  constitution  of 
their  country,  yet  they  had  not  ventureii 
to  do  what  had  been  done  by  the  present 
administration  :  they  had  treated  both 
the  House  and  the  country  with  more  re- 
spect, and  bad  entered  into  the  fullest  ex* 
ptanation  of  their  motives  and  their  con* 
duct.  The  hon,  and  learned  gentlemaa 
observed,  that  it  seemed  not  improbable 
that  the  militia  were,  on  this  occasion^ 
continued  embodied  without  any  special 
necessity,  but  merely  to  shew  the  power 
of  the  crown,  and  so  to  establish  a  prece* 
dent  for  extending  the  royal  prerogative 
beyond  its  legal  bounds.  He  would  say 
nothing  of  the  conduct  of  ministers  in  con- 
tinuing particular  regiments  embodied 
after  others  had  been  disbanded;  but 
having  admitted  that  it  was  perfectly  legri 
to  maintain  the  military  subordination  of 
the  militia,  be  thought  it  necessary  to  ap«» 
peal  to  the  House  on  the  part  of  those 
who  were  then  retained  in  military  ser- 
vice contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature, by  which  the  militia  hiw  wae 
framed,  and  contrary  also  to  their  own 
just  expectation.  He  meant  the  privates, 
who  must  be  subjected,  by  this  measure, 
to  great  harshness  and  tnconveniencres. 
To  have  men  who  were  not  reared  to  a 
military  life,  wh(>  were  probably,  in  the 
first  instance,  torn  from  their  homes  and 
families,  to  serve  in  the  militia,  compelled 
to  remain  in  that  body  without  any  neces- 
sity, must  be  felt  as  a  very  severe  grier- 
ance,  especially  when  the  disappointment 
of  their  hopes  upon  the  conclusion  of  a 
definitive  treaty  of  peace,  and  the  too 
probable  forlorn  condition  of  their  wivea 
and  children,  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion. The  House  would,  he  trusted,  feel 
for  the  situation  of  these  men,  who  might 
be  thus  condemned  to  the  most  painful 
reflections,  in  consequence  of  a  measure 
which  he  conceived,  and  which  these  men 
themselves  would  be  too  apt  to  conceive, 
as  a  great  breach  of  the  public  faith. 
The  ba Hotted  man  must  naturally  expect, 
as  indeed  all  other  men  expected,  that  his 
services  would  cease  upon  the  conclusion 
of  peace.  So  much,  indeed,  was  it  the! 
right  of  the  ballotted  man  to  look  for  the 
termination  of  his  services  on  the  event 
of  peace,  that  if  ministers  had  afterwards 
thought  it  necessary  even  to  apply  to  par- 
liament for  leave  to  continue  the  militia 
embodied,  it  was  his  settled  opinion,  that 
parliament  could  not  consistently  accede 
to  the  application,  without  allowing  the 
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balloitod  men  to  be  ditmUsed^  and  order- 
ing a  fresh  ballot.  This  opinion  be  would 
uaintaio  to  be  correct,  unlets  parliament 
undertook  to  make  an  txpoufacio  law«  or 
rescinded  its  faith.  But  it  was  not  only 
Ibe  ballotted  aaan  who  had  a  right  to  com- 
plain of  being  compelled  to  serve  after  the 
conclusion  of  peace  ;  substitutes  also  were 
aggrieved;  for  these  men  must  have 
looked  for  the  termination  of  their  services 
on  the  event  of  peace.  Under  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  declared,  that  what- 
ever might  be  the  decision  of  the  House 
en  the  motion  he  was  about  to  submit,  he 
ahould  rejoice  at  having  brought  the  ques- 
tion into  discussion,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  seen,  that  although  ministers  had 
thought  proper,  in  this  instance,  to  adopt 
a  measure  contrary  to  law,  on  the  ground 
of  special  necessity,  that  measure  was  not 
ailendy  overlooked ;  and  in  the  hope  that 
such  a  step  would  not  be  drawn  into  pre- 
cedent, biit  on  the  contrary,  if  it  shonld 
hereafter  be  referred  to,  would  be  regard- 
ed rather  as  an  example  to  be  avoided, 
than  as  a  precedent  to  be  ibUowed.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  concluded 
with  moving,  **  That  this  country  having 
.been  for  more  than  five  months  at  peace 
with  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  and  in  a 
•tate  of  undisturbed  internal  tranquillity, 
the  still  continuing  a  part  of  the  militia 
embodied  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  and 
plain^intent  of  the  said  Act,  and  a  manl- 
iest violation  of  the  constitution." 

The  Soliciiar  General  said,  that  being 
one  of  those  legal  advisers  to  whom  his 
bon^  and  learned  friend  had  referred,  he 
felt  hinuelf  bound  to  vindicate  the  opi- 
nion he  had  given ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  deference  which  he  felt  for  every 
thing  that  fell  from  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend^  he  had  no  bentation  in  stating  that 
be  still  reteined  the  opinion  which  he  had 
officially  delivered  upon  this  subjects 
Therefore,  upon  the  question,  whether  it 
was  legal  or  not  on  the  part  of  the  crown 
to  continue  the  militia  embodied,  he  en- 
tertained not  the  slightest  doubt ;  but, 
whether  it  were  expedient  or  not  to  advise 
the  crown  to  exercise  its  legal  right,  he 
could  not  pretend  to  say.  That  question 
mdst  be  determined  by  others  more  com- 
petent to  judge  as  to  the  real  circum- 
stances in  which  the  country  was  placed. 
On  the  question  of  expediency  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  were  to  ansWer.  But 
whatever  the  degree  ef  expediency  might 
be^bewoolil  not  vindicate  an  illegal  aot; 
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for  ministers  would  not  be  justifiable  in 
advising,  his  Majesty  to  act  against  the 
law,  unless,  indeed,  upon,  some  case  of 
imperious  exigency,  for  which  it  would 
become  them  afterwards  to  apply  to  par- 
liament for  an  indemnity.  An  act,  how- 
ever, might  be  perfectly  legal  in  the 
croWn  to  do  or  to  order,  which  it  would 
not  be  expedient  to  advise,  or  for  which 
advice  ministers  would  be  constitutionally 
responsible ;  for  instance,  it  belonged  to 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown  to  make  war 
or  peace.  This  was  indisputably  legal ; 
but  for  advising  the  crown  so  to  do,  his 
Majesty's  ministers  were  amenable  to  the 
judgment  of  that  Hon3e.  Still  the  making 
war  or  peace  could  not  be  deemed  illegal 
although  such  proceedings  might  be  pro- 
nounced inexpedient,  impolitic,  or,  he 
might  even  add,  corrupt.  He  agreed  with 
the  hon.  and  learned  mover  as  to  his  de- 
scription of  the  law  with  respect  to  the 
causes  for  calling  out  the  militia.  For 
invasion,  or  the  imminent  danger  of  in* 
vasion,  insurrection  or  rebelHoni  were,  to 
use  a  legal  phrase,  the  condition  prece- 
dent for  calling  out  that  body;  so  the 
statute  stated ;  but  he  looked  in  vain  for  a 
single  clause  or  letter  in  that  statute  pre- 
scribing when  or  under  what  circum* 
stances  the  militia  should  be  disembodied. 
The  law  was  wholly  silent  upon  that 
head,  and  from  that  silence  he  inferred 
that  the  militia,  being  called  out,  it  was 
legal  to  continue  them  embodied  so  long 
as  the  crown  should  think  meet;  that  this 
point,  indeed,  was  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  crown,  subject,  however,  to  the 
responsibility  of  those  ministers  who  ad- 
vised the  exercise  of  that  discretion.  Such 
was  his  construction  of  the  Act,  because, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  it,  he 
found  not  a  word  as  to  the  time  at  which 
the  militia  should  be  disembodied.  In 
other  acts,  with  respect  to  trade,  for  ia» 
stance^  in.  which  some  relaxation  of  the 
law  was  ordained,  the  period  or  circom- 
sMnces  at  which  that  relaxation  should 
cease,  was  distinctly  described.  It  was 
mentioned,  that  the  Act  should  cease  six 
months  after  the  war,  or  at  some  other 
distant  period.  But  in  this  Act  relative 
to  the  embody  ins  of  the  militia,  not  a  sen- 
tence was  to  be  found  prescriptive  of  the 
time  at  which  it  should  be  disembodied. 
Hence  be  concluded,  that  as  no  restriction 
was  imposed  none  was  intended,  and  that 
the  legislature  meant  to  leave  that  ques- 
tion to  be  determined  by  the  discretion  of 
the  crown.    With  regan)  to  the  hon.  and 
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learned  mover'i  reference  to  the  Act  of 
1776,  when  ministers,  in  contenuence  oF 
the  rebellidn  in  America,  applied  to  par- 
liament to  aatfaorize  his  Majesty  to  call 
oat  the  militia,  that  reference  had,  in  fact, 
no  analogy  to  the  case  ur^der  considera- 
tfon.  In  order  to  have  any  analogy,  the 
militia  shbaid  hare  been  embodied  at  the 
time,  and  ^the  application  shoold  have 
been  for  aathority  to  continue  it  embo- 
died. But  the  application  was  authority 
to  call  ODt  the  militia;  therefore  the  hon. 
«nd  learned  gentleman's  quotation  was 
not  applicable  to  the  present  question. 
For  the  question  now  was,  whether,  the 
militia  having  been  called  out,  it  was 
legal  to  continue  it  embodied  ?  In  his 
opinion  it  was  clearly  legal,  subject,  he 
repeated,  to  the  constitutional  responsi- 
bility of  ministers,  and  to  the  controul  of 
that  House.  For  let  it  be  recollected,' 
that  the  continuance  of  the  militia  em- 
bodied was  still  completely  subject  to  the 
controul  of  that  House,  with  whom  it 
rested  to  grant  or  to  deny  (he  means<  of 
paying  that  body  according  to  ita  judg- 
menl|  with  whom  it  rested  to  decide  upon 
the  mutiny  bill ;  therefore  that  House,  if 
it  thought  fit,  had  virtually  the  power  of 
disembodying,  of  course  that  House  still 
retained  a  full  controul  over  the  militia 
corps ;  and  on  this  ground,  at  least,  no 
complaint  could  be  urged  against  that 
exercise  of  the  power  of  the  crown,  for 
the  legality  of  which  4ie  contended.  To 
the  doctnne  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
mover  he  could  not,  therefore,  by  any 
mearfs  subscribe.  But  there  was  a  part 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  mover's  observa^ 
tion  which  appeared  to  him  quite  unac- 
countable :  for  if,  as  the  hon^  and  learned 
moTer  maintained,  it  was  illegal  to  con- 
tinue the  militia  embodied  under  existing 
circumstances,  he  could  not  conceive  how 
the  militia-men  should  be  legally  bound 
to  continue  in  that  body,  and  conform  to 
military  law.  Certainly,  there  was  an 
apparent  inconsistency  in  this  doctrine. 
As  to  the  hon.  and  learned  mover's  pro- 

Eosition»  that  to  continue  the  militia  em- 
odied  was  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Act,  he  for  himself  did  not  know  where  to 
look  for  the  spirit  of  the  law  but  in  its 
letter,  and  that  letter  was,  as  he  had  en- 
deavoured to  fthew,  quite  contnry  to  the 
hon.  and  leanifvl  mover's  proposition; 
and  that  propnsirion  being  untenable,  he 
did  not  know  how  he  could  maintain  his 
second  proposition,  that  th«*  measure  under 
diKttsiioa  was  a  viobitiou  of  the  consiitu-* 


tion.  If  it  was  a  part  of  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown,  as  he  contended,  to  continue 
the  militia  embodied,  he  could  not  see 
how  the  exercise  of  that  prerogative  could 
be  deemed  a  violation  of  the  constitution. 
He  could  not  pretend  to  define  what  the 
hon.  and  learned  mover  meant  by  the  term 
unconstitutional ;  but  to  his  mind,  what  wa^ 
legal  could  not  be  unconstitutional ;  and  he 
was  prepared  to  maintain  that.the  measure 
objected  to  by  the  hon.  and  learned  mover 
was  perfectly  legal.  No  one  ^as  less 
disposed  to  confide  in  his  own  judgment 
than  himself  i  for  no  one  felf  himself  more 
liable  to  error,  or,  he  believed,  was  more 
ready  to  confess  it.  Indeed,  he  always 
endeavoured  to  convince  himself  that  he 
was  wrong,  and  when  so  convinced  bv 
others,  he  was  ever  prompt  to  admit  his 
error.  Of  course,  he  paid  all  possible  at* 
tention  to  the  arguments  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  mover,  but  they  had  by  no  means 
convinced  him  that  his  opinion' was  wrong 
upon  this  subject ;  and  before  he  adopted 
that  opinion,  he  could  assure  the  House 
that  he  applied  his  mind  with  the  utmost 
care  to  the  examination  of  the  law.  From 
this  examination  his  mind  came  to  quite 
a  difierent  conclusion  from  that  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  mover  maintained,  and 
therefore  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
vote  against  the  motion. 

Lord  Milim  observed,  that  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down, 
had  pursued  the  course  which  it  was  too 
much  the  habit  of  lawyers  to  follow  Jn 
-that  House  and  elsewhere,  namely,  an 
adherence  to  the  letter  without  regarding 
the  'spirit  of  the  law.  According  to  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman's  reading  of 
the  law,  which  described  the  several  cases 
which  authorized  the  crown  to  call  out 
the  militia,  his  view  was,  it  appeared, 
wholly  confined  to  the  letter.  But,  in 
order  to  understand  the  spirit  of  that  law, 
it  was  necessary  to  refer  to  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  militia  was  put 
upon  its  present  footing,  snd  to  the  prac- 
tice which  had  since  prevailed.  This 
country  was,  in  1758,  at  war  with  Euro- 
pean nations,  from  whom  there  was  reason 
to  apprehend  invasion ;  and  hence  invasion, 
or  the  danger  of  invasion,  were  assigned  in 
the  Act  as  causes  to  authorize  the  crown  to 
call  out  the  militia.  To  this  cause  rebellion 
or  insurrection  were  very  properly  added. 
It  was  thence  perfectly  clear,  that  against 
these  dangers  alone  the  legislature  con- 
templated the  calling  out  or  embodying 
the  militia.    But,  according  to  the  hon* 
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and  learned  gentleman,  when  tke  militia 
were  once  called  out,  it  was  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  crown  to  decide  when 
they  should  be  disembodied.    So  that  if 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman's  opinion 
were  good  for  any  thing,  it  would  go  this 
length,  that  the  militia,  being  once  called 
out,  the  crown  had  the  right  of  continuing 
ihem  embodied  for  an  indefinite  period-— 
in  truth,   that  they  might  be  continued 
embodied  to  all  eternity.     Such  was  the 
hon.  and    learned    gentleman's   view  in 
judging  of  the  letter  of  the  Act,  without 
any  regard    to  its  spirit;    but,  however 
consonant  the   hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man's argument  might  be  to  the  practice 
of  special  pleading,  he  could  not  suppose 
that  it  would  be  deemed  very  consistent 
with  the  judgment  of  that  House,  or  with 
common  sense.    There  was  one  considera- 
tion very  important  to  this  case,  to  which 
he  (lord  Milton)  wished  particularly  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House ;  he  meant 
with  regard  to  the  officers  of  the  militia. 
These  gentlemen,  to  whom  a  qualification 
of  property  was  requisite,  gave  their  ser- 
vices during  war,  as  parliament  had   a 
right  to  expect,  and  he  believed  its  ex- 
pectations had  been  justified ;  but  was  it 
to  be  expected  that  they  would  be  willing 
to  continue  their  services  in  a  period  of 
peace  ?     He  rather  apprehended  not;  and 
should  they  abandon  the  militia,  it  was 
but  too  likely  to  lose  its  constitutional 
character.     But  the  measure  under  dis« 
cussion  only  formed  a  part  of  a  system, 
which  had  been  long  too  evident— a  wish  i 
to  deprive  the  militia  of  its  constitutional  | 
character.    That  body  had  been  long,  by 
the  operation  of  that  system,  approaching 
to  a  regular  army.     By  this  measure,  in- 
deed, he  apprehended  that  the  object  of 
this  system    was  nearly   accomplished ; 
that  the  constitutionality  of  the  militia  was 
nearly  gone ;  and  that  it  nearly  ceased  to 
be  that  which  it  was  originally  cootem- 
|>lated,  namely,  the  guardian  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people.     Such  appearing  to  be 
the.  system  of  ministers,  it  could  not  be 
expected  that  the  militia  would  continue 
long  to  be  officered  as  it  had  been  hereto- 
fore; and  the  direction  of  that  body  mast 
therefore  devolve  upon  another  description 
of  officers,  to  whom,  without  meaning  any 
disparagement,  the  country  must  look  with 
a  very  different  feeling.     The  militia,  in 
a  word,  were  likely  to  be  officered  by  the 
•ame  description  as  the  standing  army; 
and  if  so,  where  would  be  the  difference 
between  that  body  and  a  standing  army  ? 
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In  fact,  he  would  in  that  case  think  a 
standing  army  to  the  same  amount  much 
more  preferable,  because  the  constita* 
tionality  of  the  militia  being  done  away, 
a  standing  army  would  be  much  more 
efficient,  as  applicable  to  all  descriptions 
of  service.  The  noble  lord  expressed 
himself  extremely  glad  to  hear  that  the 
persons  now  serving  in  the  militia  were 
legally  bound  to  continue  their  services, 
because  that  opinion,  from  such  high  au- 
thority, would  operate  much  to  reconcile 
these  persons  to  their  fate.  After  advert- 
ing to  the  grievance  to  which  both  bal- 
lotted  men  and  substitutes  felt  themselves 
subject,  in  being  compelled,  contrary  to 
their  expectations,  to  continue  their  ser- 
vices, the  noble  lord  stated,  that  he  bad 
received  several  complaints  upon  the  sub- 
ject from  a  regiment  of  militia,  which 
continued  embodied  in  Ireland  ;  and  con- 
cluded with  expressing  a  wish,  that,  if 
ministers  thought  it  probable  the  necessity 
would  soon  cease  which  they  urged  in 
justification  of  the  measure  complained 
of,  they  would  make  some  declaration 
respecting  it,  in  order  to  allay  the  dissatis- 
faction  which  so  generally  prevailed  out 
of  doors. 

Sir  Arthur  Pigott  would  wish  to  state 
what  was  his  general  practice  in  giving 
his  vote.  When  he  could  acquiesce  in 
any  motion,  he  felt  little  anxiety  to  trouble 
the  House.  With  the  present  motion  he 
most  cordially  acquiesced  ;  but  not  so 
with  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  opposition 
to  it;  and,  therefore,  he  could  not  let  the 
debate  pass,  and  allow  this  doctrine  to 
stand  uncontradicted.  He  felt  extremely 
gratified  that  the  subject  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  House ;  for  he  should  have 
been  sorry  to  observe,  at  a.  distance  of  six 
months  after  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace 
had  been  signed,  And  which  had  fortu- 
nately  placed  this  country  in  a  state  of 
peace  with  all  Europe,  that  the  militia, 
that  peculiar  part  of  our  national  force, 
was  not  to  be  disembodied,  and  that  no 
argument9  had  been  opposed  to  this  in* 
tention.  It  was  of  the  utmost  consequence 
that  a  full  discussion  on  this  important 
subject  should  take  place ;  for  when  it  was 
known  that  his  Majesty  had  no  power  to 
draw  out  and  embody  the  militia,  except 
in  time  of  war,  and  when  we  were  told 
that,  being  so  drawn  out,  it  was  to  be  kept 
embodied  under  circumstances  which  he 
believed  were  without  example,  then  the 
sanction  of  the  House  for  such  a  proceed- 
ing to-day,  would  become  a  precedent  for 
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«t  llie  end  of  ibis  wmr,  woald»  at  ibe  com* 
menecoieiit  of  tiie  nosi  pcoce,  be  <|«otod 
at  an  exaniplo ;  so  tbai  whai  was  traos^ 
milled   as  doctrine    lo-dajr»   a  doarioe 
sanctioned  by  emio^t  ))ersoos»  bigh  in 
office,  wooKdi  in  tbe  next  parliament,  be 
taken  as  aotborilv*  if  saftred  to  pass  on- 
contradicted  ;  wbile  tbose  wbo  at  this  time 
coold  bave  little  supposed  that  such  a 
precedent. wottid  bave  been  introdaced* 
weold'bereafter  find  it  repeated  and  justi- 
fied.    He  said,  be  wonld  examine  tbe 
gronnds  for  this  measore.    We  bad  to  deal 
witb  an  act  of  parliamenl»  and  it  had  been 
said  by  his  boo.  and  learned  friend,  ihat 
this  Act  was  so  circiHnscribedi  that  his 
Majesty  coold  not  only  not  draw  out  and 
embody  tbe  militia  by  merely  mentioning  | 
the  fact,  or  intention  of  so  doing,  but  .it 
was  made  imperatife  on  tbe  crown  to  enu- 
merate the  grounds  and  reasons  on  which 
they  shall  be  drawn  out.    This  was  par- 
ticolarly  explained  by  the  ll3tb  section 
of  tbe  Act;  wbich  staled,  that  bis  Majesty 
may  and  shall  have  tbe  power  of  cailiog 
oat  tbe  militia  under  eertain  exigencies ; 
but  tbis  fory  power  was  made  a  sabsia»> 
tial  caose  for  calling  parliament  together; 
and  withoot  regard  -to  the  season  of  the 
year*  or  any  other  eireomstaoces  through 
which  the  parliament  might  not  be  sittings 
it  most  be  asaambled  for  tbe  immediate 
porpose  of  eonsideriiig  tbe  graonds  for 
drawing  out  this  force;  and  there  were 
only  those  foor  legal  occasions  alread? 
ataled  by  bis  bon.  and   lesmfed  frienil, 
wbich  justified  tbe  measure  at  alt ;  and 
though  other  occasioiis  might  arise,  which 
might  render  tbe  services  of  the  militia 
desirable,  yet,  on  no  ether  occasion  was 
his  Mafesty  authorised  to  draw  tliem  out, 
than  on  those  that  were  specified  in  the 
Act.    If  any  professional  or  eoprofessional 
man  nseddled  witb  such    a   satgect    as 
this,  be  would  think  that  tbe  noble  lord's 
advice  was  most  judiciously  offered  to  him. 
Was  it  to  be  argued,  that  tbis  House 
ahottld  do  nothing  but  look  at  the  asere 
letter  of  tbe  law,  as  if  they  wore  in  the 
chambers  of  counsellors  asking  for  ad- 
vice ?  He  would  recomownd  tbem  to  read 
tbe  llith  and  llStb  sectielisof  the  Act, 
and  see  the  purpose  for  wbich  alone  tfaeae 
clansea  were  framed.      Was   there  any 
mortal  tongue  that  could  convince  bim  that 
beeance,  for  tbe  purpose  of  repelling  in- 
vasion or  subduing  rebellion,  the  crown 
bad  tbe  power  of  drawing  out  tbe  militia, 
that,  when  they  were  -so  ikawn  ont,  be  bad 
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tbe  power  to  keep  tbem  so,  in  peace,  in 
war,  or  for  ever?  He  was  utterly  at  a  loss 
to  discover  when  this  power  of  tbe  crown 
was  to  ceasOb  If  peace  were  concluded 
with  Aoserica  tOHOSorrow,  from  what  had 
been  said,  bow  was  it  to  be  known  that 
the  power  would  then  be  discontinued  ?  It 
would  seem  that  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  King  to  keep  them  embodied  as  long 
as  he  pleased*  The  question  was,  ought 
the  King  to  have  been  adrised  to  keeip 
tbem  embodied  at  this  lime-?  Or  rather, 
ought  not  tbe  King  to  have  been  adrised 
to  have  disembodied  them?  But  tbe 
learned  gentleman  had  said,  that  there 
was  no  specific  time  lor  this  pointed  out 
by  the  Act.  Why,  if  there  were  no  spe* 
cific  tilde  staled  for  their  dismissal,  ought 
we  net  to  look  into  the  purposes  for  wbicb 
their  embodying  was  authorised  ?  In  all 
cases,  when  any  temporary  measore  or 
tax  was  proposed,  there  was  an  express 
time  limited  for  its  duration.  Thus  the 
income  tax  was  to  cease,  not  on  any  5ib 
of  April,  but  on  the  5ib  of  April  next  foU 
lowing  the  conclusion  of  a  general  peace. 
Tbe  serving  of  the  militia  was  limited  by 
tbe  purposes  for  which  the  power  was 
given  for  oalling  them  oat ;  and  if  the 
causes  were  not  to  be  looked  into  for 
keeping  tbem  embodied,  it  might  be  said 
to  the  country,  "  You  have  a  standing 
army,  diflbring  in  no  respect  from  the 
regular  force ;  and  as  parliament  annually 
comes  to  vbte  money  for  the  standing 
army  and  tbe  miKiia,  what  difference  can 
there  be  between  the  latter  and  the  for* 
mer  ?"  Suppose  any  man  bad  put  such  a 
construction  on  the  Act  twenty-four  yeara 
ago,  and  had  asserted  that  the  militia 
might  by  law  be  kept  up  for  ever,  the 
most  languid  brain  that  could  have  gen^ 
rated  such  an  opinion  would  hate  been 
ridiculed  as  filled  with  chimeras  and  ideas 
that  were  impossible  to  be  realised.  Who 
could  say  that  tbis  country  was  at  any 
period  of  tbe  last  war  free  from  tbe  dag- 
ger of  invasion  ?  Who  could  assert,  that 
when  France  was  in  possession  of  such  an 
iUMoense  line  of  coast,  and  commanding 
all  the  ports  which  it  contains,  this  coun- 
try might  not  Imve  been  invaded  ?  But 
wben,  in  June  1814,  a  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  wm  concluded,  and  parliament  bad 
met  in  November,  and  sat  towards  two 
months  withoot  any  communication  being 
made  by  his  Majesty's  ministem  concern- 
ing the  disembodying  of  tbe  militia,  was 
not  this  force  converted  into  i^  standing 
army  ?  The  motion,  however,  would  at 
(2P) 
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least  be  attended  with  Ihii  efiect,  that  the 
public  would  know  what  was  the  opinion 
of  tbe  ser?ants  of  the  crown  as  to  the  na- 
lore  of  the  militia.  Bot  be  hoped  he 
should  not  see  that  opinion  supported  by 
the  final  vote  of  the  House  this  night. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  state  of  the 
country  that  the  peaoe-ofiicers  were  not 
adequate  to ;  nothing  that  justified  the 
keeping  the  militia  embodied.  He  gave 
his  most  cordial  concurrence  to  the  mo- 
tion of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  and 
should  have  been  deeply  concerned*  if  no 
one  member  bad  not  thought  it  necessary 
to  submit  it  to  tbe  House. 

Mr.  Seijeant  Best  agreed  in  the  princi- 
ple that  had  been  laid  down»  that  the  ques- 
tion ought  not  to  be  considered  merely  as 
one.  of  technical  accuracy/  but  that  it 
should  be  argued  upon  broad  ^nd  general 
grounds.  Before,  however,  he  proceeded 
to  deliver  his  opinions,  he  was  anxious  to 
correct  a  mistake  which  existed,  as  to 
what  bad  been  delivered  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  the  Solicitor  General.  No- 
thing which  had  fallen  from  him  could  be 
at  all  construed  to  infer,  that  when  tbe 
militia  was  once  called  out,  the  ministers 
might  advise  the  crown  to  keep  it  em- 
bodied for  ever  r  on  the  contrary,  the 
whole  bearing  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend's  argument  wasv  that  though  no- 
thing specifically  appeared  as  to  when 
the  militia  should  be  oisembodied,  yet  the 
ministers,  in  continuing  to  keep  it  em* 
bodied,  after  ftll  neceuity  for  it  had 
ceased,  were  subject  to  a  heary  responsi- 
bility. There  was  a  marked  distinction, 
be  apprehended,  between  the  two  cases. 
With  regard  to  the  general  question,  if 
they  looked  at  the  circumstances  under 
whioh  the  several  acts  had  been  passed,  it 
would  occur  to  every  one,  that  there  was 
a  most  material  difference  between  the 
power  of  calling  out  the  militia,  and  the 
power  of  continuing  it  embodied.  Let 
them  look  only  for  a  moment  to  some  of 
the  consequences  that  wouM  inevitably 
flow  from  the  arguments  laid  down  by  the 
hon,  and  learned  gentleman  who  spoke 
last.  Suppose,  the  case  of  invasion,  for 
instance,  or  the  imminent  danger  of  in- 
▼asion,  that  the  militia  were  m  conse* 
^uence  called  out,  and  the  invaders  de- 
feated, then  the  imminence  of  the  danger 
would  ceafe,  and,  according  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
tbe  militia  most  be  put  down  immediately, 
even  though  the  war  were  still  going  on ; 
and  if  a  msh  attempt  at  invasion  were 
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made  or  threatened,  they  must  be  again 
called  out  at  a  great  expense*     Apply 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman's  argu- 
ments to  a  case  of  rebellion,  and  the  same 
inconsistency  would  be  manifest.     Sup- 
pose a  rebellion  in  Northumberland,  and 
the  militia  called  out :  the  rebellion  is  put 
down,  and  the  militia  must  be  instantly 
disembodied,    though    ministers    should 
know  that  another  rebellion  was  actually 
about  to  break  forth  in  another  part  of  the 
kingdom.     Such  would  be  tbe  necessary 
consequence  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gen* 
tleroan's  construction,  though  it  was  mani* 
fest,  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  that 
such  a  construction  could  not  be  the  true 
and  legitimate  one.    The  legislature,  i» 
fact,  had  wisely  placed  every  guard  round 
the  power  of  the  crown  in  calling  out  the 
militia ;  but  when  it  was  once  called  out„ 
it  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  ministers^ 
subject  to  responsibility,  fairly  and  ho- 
nestly to  decide  upon  the^  necessity  or 
propriety  of  continuing  it.     The   rery 
words  of  the  militia  acts  confirmed  that 
doctrine.    In  one  of  the  sections  it  was 
expressly  stated,  that  the  militia  were  to 
be  disembodied  when  his  Majesty  should 
think  fit.    [Hear,  hear,  from  the  opposi« 
tion  benches.]    He  quoted  ffom  memory* 
but  if  he  was  not  greatly  mistakeir,  thosa 
words  would  be  found  in  the  H^tb  section 
of  the  Aitt  of  the  4^nd  of  the  King  :  he 
was  not  surprised  at  the  seeming  incre* 
dulity  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite; 
for  if  those  were  the  terms  of  that  section* 
as  he  firmly  believed,  what  could  be  mora 
explicit }    All  that  was  contended  for  on 
that  side  of  the  House  was,  that,  in  conti- 
nuing tbe  militia  embodied,  there  was  no* 
thing  illegal  per  we;   for  if  it  had  been 
thought  necessary  to  continue  the  same 
caution  and  securities  in  potting  the  mi- 
litia down,  which  were  employed  in  calling 
it  forth,  they  would  have  been  repeated 
in  the  latter  clauses  of  the  Act.    One  hon. 
member  had  said*  that  it  would  be  better 
to  send  home  the  miUtia  and  keep  up  a 
larger  portion  of  the  standing  army;  but 
he  was,  indeed,  surprised  to  hear  such  a 
doctrine  from   that  side  ef   the  House. 
Had  such  a  measure  been  adopted,  there 
would  soon  have  been  an  outcry  raised 
that  our  liberties  were  endangered.    It 
was,  in  fact,  essential  to  the  constitution  of 
this  country  that  a  force  like  the  militia 
should  be  kept  up,  under  tbe  command  of 
officers  possessing  Isnded  property;  and 
he  was  astonishea  to  hear  a  standing  army 
preferred.    Bat  it  waa  said  the  militia  it* 
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■elf  resembled   a  sUnding  ermy.    How 
wes  It   possible   it  cooLd    ever    becooie 
•ssimileted  to  a  standing  army?     Were 
not  the  officers  compelled  to  have  a  qoali- 
ficatioD?'— [No»  nOy  from  the  opposition 
benches.]    The  soperior  officers  ceruinly 
were  compelled  to  have  the  qoalifications 
required  by  law,  thoogh  he  was  aware 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  extended  ser- 
Tice  of  the  militia  during  the  last  war,  it 
liad  been  deemed  advisable  to  admit  the 
eobaltern  officers  without    them*      But, 
was   there  nothing    else   that   discrimi- 
nated the  officers  of  the  militia  from  those 
of  the  regular  army  ?    Were  they  so  de- 
pendent upon  the  crown  ?    Did  they  look 
forward  to  promotion  by  the  crown  in  the 
same  way  as  the  officers  of  the  standing 
army  did  ?     He  was  far  from  meaning  to 
insinuate  that  any  of  the  latter  would  be 
disposed,  even  if  required,  to  aid  in  subju- 
gating the  libertiee  of  their  fellow  sub- 
jects ;  but  he  was  treating  the  matter  as  a 
great  constitutional  qoeuion,  and  in  that 
view  it  was  allowable  to  contrast  the  poli- 
tical condition  of  the  officers  in  the  two 
descriptions  of  service*    An  hon.  gentle- 
man had  said,  why  did  not  ministers  come 
to  parliament,  and  demand  iu  approbation 
for  the  course  they  had  pursued  ?    But 
•orely  that  was  begsing  the  question.    If 
.  the  ministers  bad  believed  they  were  act- 
ing illegally,  though  in  a  great  stale  emer* 
gency^  they  might  then  have  thought  it 
secesianr  to  apply  to  parliament  for  an 
indemnification ;  but  if  they  were  right, 
as  he  contended  they  were,  in  their  con- 
•traction  of  the  Act,  why  should   they 
come  to  parliament  for  a  sanction  to  do 
that  which  was  in  itself  legd  ?    Such  was 
kis  view  of  the  (juestion,  which  he  had 
with  great  humility  ventured  to  offer  to 
the  House,  and  he  should  ceruinly  vote 
against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Pmuetdy  said,  he  had  heard  some 
doctrines  advanced  in  the  House  that  night 
with  greater  surprise  than  he  had  ever 
felt  in  his  life  before.  He  had  heard  a 
learned  and  hon.  gentleman,  high  in  office 
onder  the  crown,  confess  that  be  did  not 
know  what  was  meant  by  the  spirit  of  a 
Inw,  as  distinguished  from  its  technical 
aigni&catien.  It  was,  however,  not  only 
the  dntv  of  that  House  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  a  law ; 
but  be  would  say,  that  the  most  eminent 
and  learned  amongst  those  who  sat  on  the 
judicial  bench,  regulated  their  conduct 
and  proceedin|;s,  in  numerous  instances, 
by  whaty  in  their  jadgment^  they  coaoeived 


to  be  the  intent,  the  meaning,  and  the 
spirit  of  theiaws.  -  Was  there  ever  a  judge 
who   administered   the    law  technically 
and  literally,  discarding  wholly  from  his 
thoughts  its  meaning  and  spirit,  so  far  as 
he  could  collect  them  by  gravely  consi* 
dering  the  aim  and  purpose  for  which 
they  were   enacted?    But  the  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor  General  had  delivered 
other  doctrines,  which  alarmed  him  even 
more  than  the   preceding  one  bad  sur* 
prised  him.    The  hon.  and  learned  gen* 
tleman  had  advanced  the  doctrine,  that 
when  the  crown  once  got  an  armed  force 
into  its  power,  it  had  the  right  to  keep 
that  force  as  long  as  it  should  think  pro* 
per«  without  any  view  whatever  to  the 
occasion  that  produced  iu     He  had  heard 
of  prerogative  doctrines,  and  of  preroga* 
live  lawyers,  but  he  never  heard  of  a  gen- 
tleman, respectable  in  hia  profession,  like 
the  hon.  and  learned   member,   deliver 
such  doctrines,  at  least  since  James  2  ab« 
dicated  the  throne.  [Hear,  hear !]     Now, 
with  respect  to  the  question,  he  admitted 
that  the  act  of  parliament  did  not  state,  in 
express  words,  when  the  disembodying  of 
the  militia  was  to  take  place ;  but  the  sole 
and  only  discretion  entrusted  to  the  minis* 
tersof  the  crown  upon  the  subject  was, 
that  they  shooM  determine  whether  it  was 
fit  to  continue  the  militia  embodied,  with 
reference  to  the  causes  that  had  called 
them  out.    That  was  the  amount  of  their 
discretion,  and  those  were  the  limits  thai 
bounded  it.    Let  them  take  either  of  the 
four  ceses  specifically  set  forth  by  the  Act; 
but,  whether  one  or  the  other,  they  had 
no  authority  or  power  to  step  beyond  it. 
Upon  what  ground  did  they  call  out  the 
militia?  Suppose  rebellion:  when  rebel* 
lion  was  fairly  and  truly  put  down  in  the 
dominions,  the  ministers  and  the  crowa 
were  bound,  by  the  spirit  of  the  law,  ta 
disembody  the  militia.    But  it  was  really 
absurd— the  sort  of  argument   that  had 
been  employed  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  who  supposed* 
that  if  rebellion  were  crushed  in  Nor* 
thumberland,  and  yet  ready  to  break  out 
in  Norfolk,  that,  even  under  such  circum* 
stances,  the  militia  would  be  disbanded, 
according  to  the  construction  of  the  Act 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  be-* 
hind  him  (sir  Arthur  Pigott).    He  should 
be  ashamed  to  waste  a  moment  in  reply* 
plying  to  such  a  supposition.    The  cases 
which  legally  provioed  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  militia,  were,  clear  and  oh* 
vious.    The  ol^eci  of  ibe  law  was  to  jus« 
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tiiy  Ihe  crowa  in  keeping  tbe  militia  en* 
bodied  as  long  as  real  danger  existed*  or 
a  reTieal  ef  ii  was  ioimediately  to  be  ap* 
prebended*     If  the  boi>.  and  learned  geo- 
tleman  could  showi  that  in  tbe  war  with 
Americ«  there  was  imminent  danger  of 
invasion,  it  wovld  be  some  jastificaiion  of 
keeping  tbe  militia  embodied^   although 
the  cause  of  their  having  been  originally 
embodied*   was  the   danger  ef  invasion 
from    France.     But  did    the    hon.    and 
learned  gentleman  think  that  commodore 
M'Donough's  fleet  cnnid  sail  from  Lake 
Cham  plain  and  invade  us  ?    It  was  impos* 
sibU  that  any  man— that  any  child^-could 
entertain  a  Urar  of  invasion  from  America. 
Where  was,  then,  the  danger  ?   Which  of 
tbe  four  causes  declared  by  the  legislature 
to  be  grounds  for  calling  out  the  militia, 
at  present  existed  ?    Was  there  invasion  ? 
or.  imminent  danger  of  invasion?   or  in- 
surrection ?    or  rebellion  ?  If  there   was 
one  subject  on  which  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was,  or  at  least  used  to  be,  more 
jealous  than  another,  it  was  entrusting  the 
crown  with  a  great  military  force.    If  a 
military  force  were  necessary,  it  .was  de< 
sirable  that  that  description  of  force  should 
be  maintained,  which,  under  the  existing 
ciscomstances,  the   crown  could  legally 
«se>    However  he  and  those  who  thought 
with  him  revered  the  principles  on  which 
the  militia  was  ft>ttnded,  they  did  not  wish 
to  keep  tbem  embodied  against  the  law; 
not  that  they  preferred  a  regular  army, 
but  simply  because,   by  law,  the  crown 
could  not  keep  that  description  of  force 
afoot.    The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
bad  contended,  that  no  particular  time  for 
disembodying  tbe  militia  vras  speci&ed  in 
the  Act;    and  that  parliament   had  tbe 
power,  if  they  thoogbt  proper  to^exercke 
it,  of  interVering  in  the  subject,  either  by 
wltbh^Minc  the  neqessary  supplies  for  the 
payment  of  the  miliita,  or  by  refusing  to 
extend  the  provisions  of  the  Muitny  Act 
to  that  description  of  force.    But  did  not 
tbe  hen.  and  learned  gentleman  recollect, 
that  twelve  months  might  elapse  before 
parliament  could  interpose ;  and  would  it, 
therefore,  be  lawM  to  continue  the  mili- 
tia embodied  during  that  period,  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  spirit  of   the  law  ? 
His  decided  opinion  was,  that  the  crown 
was  bound  by  the  spirit  of  the  Inw ;  and 
that  if  it  coaAd  not  be  shewn  that  any  of  the 
four  causes  which  alone  justified  the  em- 
bodyins;  of  the  militia  existed,  the  crown 
was  bound  either  to  part  with  tbe  militia, 
«r  to  comn  to  paritantent  and  acqaira  ibe 
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power,  by  an  act  of  tbe  tegtalatore/ef  ra* 
tainitag  it  in  active  service* 

Mr.  C  Ofwu,  jun.  maintained,  that  tbe 
militja,  though  called  oet  for  one  perpoee, 
might  lawfully  be  kept  together  for  ane* 
iher:  called  out,  as  in  1 79S,  to  put  down 
insurreotioni    they  might  afterwards  be 
kept  out  to  repel  invasion.    This  he  sup* 
ported  by  xreference  ta  tbe  Local  Militia 
Act{    in  which,  te  mark  the  distinctien 
between    the    service  re<}nh«d  of  them 
and  that  of  the  regular  militia,  it  was  ex* 
pressly  stated,  that   they  should  be  dis<- 
banded  within  six  weeks  after  tbe  repulse 
of  an  invading  enemy.    Thos,  as  no  such 
provision  was  made  with  respect  to  the 
ordinary  militia,  he  regarded  as  e  proof 
that  the  intentions  of  the  legislature  had 
been,  that  they  should  not  be  disbanded 
immediately  on  the  danger  being  averted 
which  they  were  first  called  out  to  meeu 
He  would  assert,  it  was  no  noveltjr  to  the 
constitution  to  say  that  the  militia  might 
be  kept  up  afiter  tba  first  cause  of  tmir 
being  called  out  was  removed,  in  order  te 
enable  the  regular  army  to  prosecute  any 
national  object  on  the  continent  of  S«rope 
or  elsewhere.     In  proof  of  this,  he  referred 
to  the  proceedings  of  1759.    In  tbe  spring 
of  that  year  the  militia  was  called  out,  ta 
Qonseqaenise  of  a  message  fnam  his  Ma* 
jesty,  stating  the  kiagdom  to  be  in  immi*. 
nent  danger  of  invasion  from  France.    In 
the  month  of  November  of  that  year,  the 
'French   attempted    their   invasion;   they 
wercf  however,  met  and  defeated  by  ad* 
miral  Hawke,  and  forced  te  abandon  their 
design.    From  that  time  the  danger  vras 
over.     Not  a  whisper  ef   invasion  was 
heard ;  and  instead  of  apprehending  that 
a   foreign  force  would  invade  Snghind^ 
our  army  was  actively  employed  on  the 
continent,  and  wo  became  the  invaders  ef 
the  territories  of  Prance.    But  what  was 
the  consequence  of  this  with  respect  to 
the  militia?    It  was  not  disbanded,   be* 
cause  that  state  of  things  which  had  made 
it  necessary  to  call  it  out,  existed  no  Ion* 
ger.    It  was  kept  up  through  the  ycam 
1761   and   1762.     His  majesty  called  for 
supplies  to  etMble  him  to  increase  tbe  re* 
gnlar  army;    and  instead  of  dUbatiding 
the  militia,  when  the  danger  which  had 
first  caused  them  to  be    called    out  bed 
vanished,  they  were  kept  in  arms,  that  the 
regular  army  might  be  free  to  pursue  e 
national  object  en  tbe  continent.    Passing 
over  tbe  American  war,  be  noticed  the 
calling  out  of  the  militia,  in   I79S»  to 
ebffck  inaniiieotJAii.    Tb«y  ««ra  b«P^  out  * 
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to  repel  invatiMiy  and  this  had  not  been 
objected  to.  In  the  last  war,  thty  had 
been  called  out  to  oppose  ioTatioo.  This 
danger,  however,  had  not  been  appre- 
hended through  the  whole  course  of  the 
war;  yei  the  mttftia  bad  been  kept  out, 
and  the  House  of  Comnona  had  never  said 
any  thUig  on  the  subject.  Never  before, 
when  the  militia  had  been  used  to  fill  the 
gap  left  by  the  regtslar  tioops  being  en* 
ployed  on  the  continent,  and  kept  embo- 
died  for  the  internal  defence  of  tha;coan* 
try,  had  it  been  eoneldeved  to  be  onoon- 
alitotional,  though  we  had  for  our  defence 
a  regular  arasy  of  200,000  neo«  He  was 
surprised  thai  those  wha  represented  fia* 
pepis  to  be  in  sech  an  unsettled  state^  mod 
who  thought  the  happy  days  wo  had  es- 
peeled  were  no  more  to  be  hoped  for, 
sbouM,  under  such  circumstances,  call  for 
the  militia  to  be  disbanded.  He  did  not 
concur  with  them  in  the  view  which  they 
took  of  the  prospect  opening  beforo  this 
country,  but  he  could  see  abundant  feason 
fer  not  disembodying  the  milhia,  at  all 
events,  till  the  result  of  the  pending  oego* 
ciations  were  knovm.  It  was  well  known 
to  the  House,  that  there  was  at  present  a 
great  demand  for  the  services  of  oar  regu- 
lar troops,  both  ,on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope and  in  America;  and  therefore,  at 
such  a  period,  he  thought  it  desirable  that 
the  militia  ehoold  be  kept  up,  in  order  to 
set  the  greatest  possible  proportion  of  our 
regular  army  free. 

Mr.  P.  Moon  thought,  thai  if  the  mi* 
litia  were  to  bo  oemiauod  any  longer  em- 
bodied, they  ought  in  point  of  justice  to 
receive  Irosh  bounties.  By  disembodying 
some  of  the  regimenta,  govvmment  had 
manifeeled  a  consciousness  of  the  illega- 
lity of  Iheir  eonduct*  and  bad  thus  given 
a  practtoal  construction  of  the  Act.  Sub- 
•titutee,  at  all  evenu,  ought  to  bo  dis- 
banded, or  receive  new  bountiea* 

Mr.  CMome  said,  if  the  hon.  gentleman 
would  lorn  lo  the  Act,  be  would  find  that 
it  was  provided  that  substitutes  should 
serve  so  kmg  as  ibo  miliila  conttnued  to 
be  embodied. 

Sir  Stmmd  Ramiify  made  a  short  and 
epirited  reply.  He  said  he  vvas  sorry  that 
he  could  not  congratolaie  the  House  on 
the  course  which  this  disoussion  had 
lalEen.  k  now  appeared  that  the  militia 
were  ^not  to  be  disembodied,  whilst  the 
American  war  or  the  Congress  at  Vienna 
should  continue.  It  had  now  become  a 
^estioD,  notof  a  few  months  more  or  leas, 
fem  a  qneitioii  of  years  and  of  en  indefinite 


period,  and  that  die  responsibiliiy  of  mi** 
nisters  was  all  to  which  it  could  be  re- 
fotred.  Ho  waa  surprised  that  the  hon« 
and  learned  Solicitor  Qeoeral  should  have 
said,  that  the  phrase  of  *  the  spirit  of  the 
Act'  was  something  loo  vague  (mw  bis  un- 
derstanding. Could  there  be  any  doubt 
that  the  militia  must  of  course  obey  what- 
evef  were  the  orders  they  might  receive 
from  their  oflkenb  or  iJbe  officers  from  tbn 
crown?  If  the  spirit  o^the  law  was  not  to 
be  examined,  the  science  of  law  must  bo 
degraded;  a  Holt,  a  Hardwicke,  a  Talbot^ 
or  a  MaiMfield,  and  all  the  luminaries  and 
oracles  of  our  jurisprudenec^  had  been  de- 
ceived. Lord  Coke,  too,  must  have  been 
lo  a  great  error  when  he  obserred*  that 
those  who  confined  their  auention  to  the 
mere  letter  of  the  law,  would  seUom  com* 
prehend  Its  meaning  or  its  ofaiect.  In  this 
caae,  indeed,  the  objects  of  the  Act  were 
distinctly  specified  ;  and  beiiitg  so  speci* 
fied,  wero  by  every  constrodioo  of  law 
conclusive.  How  could  the^  cro.«iin  remain 
the  judge,  when  every  cause  upon  which 
judgment  cou4d  operate  had  ceased?  It 
waa  worthy  of  remark,  too>  that  in  the 
former  miiitia  acls»  the  word  to '  repel '  in^ 
vasion,  was  the  word  enaployed ;  but  la 
later  acta  it  bad  been  deemed  advisable 
to  insert  also  the  word  to  *  prevent.'  Did 
not  this  of  itself  shew  the  precision  and 
care  with  which  these  ads  were  usually 
ftamed?  The  conduct  of  the  government 
now,  waa  quite  different  fiom  that  which 
was  observed  aft  the  conclusion  of  the 
peaco  of  1802;  for*  even  daring  Uie  oego* 
ciationa  lor  that  peace,  the  i^itia  were 
all  dieemkodied;  although  it  was  known 
that  the  enemy  were  even  then  making 
hostile  preparations,  and  had  sent  out  an 
armament  to  St.  Domingo.  The  militia 
were  not  again  colled  out  until  eleven 
months  afterwards,  when  the  coasis  were 
actually  threatened  with  a  hostile  force, 
and  when  formidable  arrangements  were 
made  for  invasion  by  the  enemy.  The 
difference  between  the  conduct  of  this  go- 
vernment and  former  administrations  waS| 
that  the  geiitlemeo  now  in  power  rushed 
on  with  beadslcong  impetuosity,  where 
the  wisest  of  tbetr  predecessors  dared  not 
tread.  Not  one  ef  those  predecessors  ever 
thought  of  continuing  the  militia  on  foot 
at  the  termination  of  a  war;  and  yet  it 
was  now  contended*  that  the  present  statu 
of  Europe  justified  their  continuance,  al- 
though there  waa  no  prospect  of  any  of 
the  occasions  ever  recurring  again,  re* 
ferred  to  in  the  Act    If  the  learned  SoU« 
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citor  GeDeral's  constraction  of  the  Act 
were  to  previil,  there  would  be  an  end  at 
once  to  all  the  boasted  bulwarks  of  the 
British  constitution.    Notbing«  in  hit  opi- 
nion, coald  be  more  grating  to  the  feel* 
Ings  of  the  militia,  than  the  circanstance 
of  disembodying  fourteen  battalions  of 
the  regular  army,  at  a  time  when  the  mi* 
litia   were    continued    to   be  embodied. 
Why,  he  would  ask,  were  the  regular 
army  to  be  disembodied,  and  the  national 
defenders  of  the  country  detained  from 
the  bosoms  of  their  families,  when  the  oc- 
casion  ceased  for  active  operations  ?  It  was 
pretty  extraordinary  that  on  this  occasion 
not  one  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  had 
ventured  to  raise  their  voices  in  support 
of  their  own  <ionduct.    He  could  not  say 
that  they  had  sat  silent  spectators  of  what 
was  going  forward  to-night ;  for  they  had 
loudly    cheered    the  arguments  of  the 
learned  Solicitor  General,  and  therefore 
they  must  be  considered  as  espousing  his 
sentiments.    He  reeretted  that  not  a  single 
county  member  had  offered  his  sentiments 
on  this  question ;  for  he  should  be  glad  to 
know  what  the  country  gentlemen  thought 
of  a  measure,  the  tendency  of  which  must 
be  to  injure  the  future  respectability  of 
the  militia,  as  many  persons  would  be  de- 
terred from  accepting  commissions  in  it, 
when  they  found  they  should  be  liable  to 
be  kept  in  Ireland,  or  some  other  part  of 
the  empire  remote  from  their  homes,  as 
long  after  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  as  the 
crown  miffht  think  proper  to  keep  them. 
After  the  doctrines  which,  to  his  otter  as- 
tonishment, he  had  that  night  heard  on 
the  subject,  he  declared  that  he  would 
press  the  question  to  a  division,  if  he  were 
the  only  penon  who  should  go  oat  of  the 
House. 
The  House  then  divided:— 

For  the  motion S2 

Against  it .97 

Majority  against  the  motion...— 65 

Uu  qf  the  Minority, 


Army  SamatA. 


[S8S 


FrestoUy  R« 
Romillvy  sir  S. 
Rickards,  B. 
Smith,  J. 


ScudamoreyB. 
Tiemey,  G. 
Wbitbread,  S. 
Wilder,  general 


Abercrombie,  J. 
Baring,  A. 
Barham,  J.  F. 

gnch,  Joseph 
vendish.  lord  G. 
Cocks,  J.  S. 
Calcrai^J. 
Guise,  sir  W.  B. 
GrenfelL  P. 
Grant,  J.  P. 
Hammersleyi  H. 
Home,  W. 
Halfley,  J. 


Homer,  F. 
Lewis,  F. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Lyttelton,  W. 
Martin.  H. 
Madocks»W.R. 
Moore,  P. 
Milton,  lord 
Newport,  sir  J. 
Ponsonb^,  G. 
Pigott,  sir  A. 
Plulips,  G. 

Pjfl&y  F» 


Abmy  Estim atbs.]  The  House  having 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 
and  lord  Palmerston  havioff  moved,  *«  That 
1 35,000/.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for 
defraying  the  charge  of  the  Regiments  of 
Militia  remaining  in  an  embodied  state, 
from  the  25th  December  1814  to  the  24tb 
of  February  1815,  being  62  days/' 

The  ChineeUar  pf^  the  Exchequer  rose  to 
explain  the  grounds  on  which  this  vote 
was  proposed.    It  had  been  considered  by 
some  gentlemen  a  singnlar  circumstance, 
that  while  part  of  the  militia  were  kept 
embodied,  the  regular  arm}*  had  been  re- 
duced.    Now,  on  this  head,  it  was  trae 
that  24  second  battalions  of  the  regular 
infantry  had  been  reduced  ;  aird  the  rea- 
son was,  they  were  so  inefficient  in  point 
of  numbers,  that  the  whole  24  batuliooa 
did  not  muster  more  than  8,500  men.    Of 
these,  6,900  had  been  embodied  with  the 
1st  battalion,  and  the  remainder  had  been 
discharged)  either  for  infirmity,  or  because 
their  periods  of  service  had  expired.     By 
this  measure  a  considerable  reduction  of 
expense  had  been  obtained,  attended  with 
little  or  no  reduction  of  military  strength. 
It  was  obvious,  however,  that  the  war  with 
America,  and  the  keeping  op  of  a  con* 
siderable  body  of  troops  on  the  continent, 
required  the  maintenance  of  a  large  mili- 
tary force;  and  government,  pn  the  most 
mature  deliberation,   thought   that   that 
force  woald  best  be  rendered  disposable 
by  keeping  embodied  a  part  of  the  militia. 

Mr.  Whitlntad  contended,  that  the  keep* 
ing  op  of  a  part  of  the  militia  was  any 
thing  but  a  deliberate  measure  on  the  part 
of  government.  The  truth  was,  as  facta 
shewed,  that  it  was  a  sudden  thought  on 
their  part;  for  the  Bedfordshire  and  the 
Oxfordshire  militias  were  actually  Arrested 
when  on  their  march  to  be  disembodied. 
The  whole  spirit  of  the  militia  system  had 
been  broken  down  (not,  indeed,  the  spirit 
of  the  men  or  the  officers)  ever  since  the 
Volunteering  Act  of  1 709.  The  Act  de« 
clared,  thai  a  moiety  at  least  of  the  pro* 
perty  of  the  militia  officers  shoold  lie  in 
the  county  to  which  their  regiment  be- 
longed ;  and  now  he  would  appeal  to  any 
gentleman,  whether  this  qualification  waa 
not  disregarded. 

Mr.  Batkwrei  observed,  that  by  the  re* 
cmitbg  from  the  militia  alone,  thti  cooa^ 
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try  had  been  enabled  to  make  tboee  exer- 
tions of  which  we  all  now  knew  the  result 
Thai  policy*  therefore,  conld  not  sorely 
be  matter  of  resrct.  Troe  it  was,  that  the 
retaining  part  ot  the  militia  embodied  was 
not  a  systematic  measure  on  the  part  of 
governmentt  but  was  dictated  by  the  com* 
mands  for  the  employment  of  the  regular 
forces  abroad* 

The  grant  was  then  put,  and  carried.  It 
was  next  moired,  "That  55,000/.  be 
granted  to  his -Majesty »  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  Volunteer  Corps  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland*  from  the  85th  Dec.  1 8 1 4  to 
the  24th  June  1815.'' 

Mr.  J.  F.  Ormu  really  thought  there 
was  an  understanding  on  a  former  night, 
thai  this  vote  should  be  withdrawn  alto- 
ther ;  and  he  was  now  surprised  to  hear 
it  brought  forward  without  the  smallest 
preface. 

Lord  Patmemcm  replied,  that  there  had 
been  no  intention  to  withdraw  the  vote 
altogether,  but  to  reconsider  it  It  had 
been  reconsidered,  and  a  material  reduc- 
tion made.  The  sum  which  he  had  before 
proposird  to  take  on  account  was  1 00,000/ ; 
50,000/.  for  England,  and  the  same  sum 
for  Ireland,  including  20,000/.  for  clothing 
and  allowances.  The  sum  now  required 
for  England  was  30,000/,  and  such  re- 
ductions  had  been  made  with  respect  to 
the  volunteers  in  Ireland,  that  the  future 
annual  expense,  it  was  estimated,  would 
sot  exceen  55,000/.  Of  this  sum  he  pro- 
posed  now  to  take  25,000/.  which,  with 
the  30,000/.  before  mentioned  on  account 
of  England,  made  up  the  grant  proposed 
by  the  resolution  before  the  committee 
55,0(X)/.  He  was  surprised  that  gentle* 
men  should  be  so  anxious  to  see  this  force 
discontinued.  There  could  be  no  reason 
for  jealousy  of  those  in  whose  hands  arms 
were  placed  by  this  vote.  This  he  con- 
ceived to  be  a  species  of  force  the  most 
conalkii(ional  in  its  nature,  the  cheapest, 
«nd  the  least  liable  to  objection.  It  put 
arms  into  the  hands  of  those  least  likely 
10  abuse  them,  and  who,  on  any  sudden 
•merffency,  were  best  qualified,  from  local 
knowledge  and  influence,  to  pot  down  dis* 
order,  and  to  preserve  the  peace.  In  this 
view  these  corps  were  much  more  cfiec* 
tive  than  any  regular  troops. 

Mr.  •/.  jP.  Grmu  said,  he  had  expressed 
no  jealousy  of  the  volunteer  corps,  but 
great  jealousy  of  the  management  of  the 
public  money,  which  the  present  ministers 
squandered  on  all  hands  with  greater  and 
■tore  lavish  profusion  than  any  adminis* 


tration  with  which  this  country  was  ever 
cursed  (a  laugh).  He  would  repeat  it« 
their  profusion  was  a  curse  in  the  present 
state  of  our  finances,  which  was  by  far  th« 
most  serious  difficulty  with  which  the 
country  had  to  grapple. 

The  ChaneeOor  of  ike  Exchequer  eaid,  it 
was  troe  be  had  suggested  reconsideration 
to  his  noble  friend  on  a  former  night,  aa  * 
100,000/L  struck  him  at  the  time  as  a  very 
large  sum  to  vote  for  the  volunteers.  It 
would  be  improper  to  put  an  end  to  these 
corps  all  at  once;  and,  above  all,  highly 
objectionable  to  disband  the  Irish  yeo* 
manry. 

Mr.  Fed  spoke  strongly  of  the  import* 
ance  of  the  yeomanry  of  Ireland.  To 
rebut  the  charge  of  profusion  brought  by 
the  hon.  gentleman,  he  would  simply  state 
to  what  an  extent  the  Irish  government 
had  reduced  the  estimate  for  the  volon* 
teer  service.  In  1812  it  was  348,000/.« 
in  1814  it  was  312,000/.,  and  now  it  was 
reduced  to  58,000/. 

Mr.  WkUhintd  admired  the  singular 
confession  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. It  struck  the  right  hon«  gentle*  ^ 
man,  it  seemed,  when  100,0001.  was  first 
proposed,  that  it  was  a  larse  sum,  and  de* 
served  reconsideration.  l?ow»  he  had  aU 
ways  thought  that  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  most  be  pre* 
vioosly  consulted  about  every  estimate; 
but  it  appeared  that  the  Secretary  at  War 
had  broke  loose  from  all  such  trammeUi 
Seriooslvy  it  was  surprising,  that  in  tha 
midst  of  a  profound  peace  with  the  con- 
tinent, it  should  be  thought  necessary 
to  keep  up  an  armed  police  in  the  country, 
with  bayonets  on  their  mu«kets  and  broad* 
swords  by  their  sides.  Such  things  never 
had  been  before.  These  corps  had  volun- 
teered for  the  war;  that  war  had  ceased ; 
and  in  England,  at  least,  ho  saw  not  the 
slightest  occasion  for  their  further  services. 
Still,  however,  the  questions  put  the  other 
night  on  this  very  topic  had  saved  45,0006 
to  the  public 

Lord  Falmenton  was  sorry  he  could  not 
congratulate  the  committee  on  any  such 
saving,  as  the  present  vote  was  only  for 
half  the  year.  In  illostraUon  of  the  im- 
propriety of  disbanding  the  volunteers  all 
at  once,  he  said  he  had  that  day  received 
a  letter  from  a  commandant  of  volunteer 
cavalry,  stating  great  reluctance  to  be  dia- 
missedf  on  the  part  of  the  corps,  as  they 
had  been  induced  to  suppose  would  be 
the  case,  from  what  had  passed  the  other 
night  in  the  House.    They  begged,  rather 


5793   HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 


Sir  Stmma  AowtZy  f  Mcdan  on 


[m 


least  be  attended  with  this  efiecl,  that  the 
pablic  would  know  what  was  the  opinion 
of  the  serTants  of  the  crown  as  to  the  na- 
tore  of  the  militia.  Bot  be  hoped  he 
should  not  see  that  opinion  supported  by 
the  final  vote  of  the  Hoase  this  night. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  state  of  the 
country  that  the  peace-officers  were  not 
adequate  to ;  nothing  that  jastified  the 
keeping  the  militia  embodied.  He  gave 
his  most  cordial  concurrence  to  the  mo- 
tion of  his  hon«  and  learned  friend,  and 
should  have  been  deeply  concerned,  if  no 
one  member  bad  not  thought  it  necessary 
to  submit  it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  agreed  in  the  princi- 
ple that  had  been  laid  down,  that  the  ques- 
tion ought  not  to  be  considered  merely  as 
one.  of  technical  accuracy/  but  that  it 
should  be  argued  upon  broad  and  general 
grounds.  Before,  however,  he  proceeded 
to  deliver  his  opinions,  he  was  anxious  to 
correct  a  mistake  which  existed,  as  to 
what  had  been  delivered  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  the  Solicitor  General.  No- 
thing which  had  fallen  from  him  could  be 
at  all  construed  to  infer,  that  when  the 
militia  was  once  called  out,  the  ministers 
miffht  advise  the  crown  to  keep  it  em- 
bodied for  ever  r  on  the  contrary,  the 
whole  bearing  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend's  argument  waSi  that  though  no- 
thing specificaJlv  appeared  aa  to  when 
the  militia  should  be  aiaembodied,  yet  the 
sninisters,  in  continuing  to  keep  it  em* 
bodied,  after  all  necessity  for  it  had 
ceased,  were  subject  to  a  heavy  responsi- 
bility. There  was  a  marked  distinction, 
be  apprehended,  between  the  two  cases. 
With  regard  to  the  general  question,  if 
they  looked  at  the  circumstances  under 
whioh  the  several  acts  had  been  passed,  it 
would  occur  to  every  one^  that  there  was 
a  most  material  difference  between  the 
power  of  calling  out  the  militia,  and  the 
power  of  continuing  it  embodied.  Let 
them  look  only  for  a  moment  to  some  of 
the  consequences  that  would  inevitably 
flow  from  the  arguments  laid  down  by  the 
hon,  and  learned  gentleman  who  spoke 
last*  Suppose*  the  case  of  invasion,  for 
instance,  or  the  imminent  danser  of  in- 
Tasion,  that  the  militia  were  m  conse* 
^oence  called  out,  and  the  invaders  de- 
feated, then  the  imminence  of  the  danger 
woold  ceafe,  and,  according  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
the  militia  most  be  put  down  immediately, 
even  tboush  the  war  were  still  going  on ; 
and  if  a  n-esh  attempt  at  invasion  were 


made  or  threatened*  tbey  must  be  again 
called  out  at  a  great  expense.  Apply 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman's  argo* 
ments  to  a  case  of  rebellion,  and  the  same 
inconsistency  would  be  manifest.  Sop* 
pose  a  rebellion  in  Northumberland,  and 
the  militia  called  out:  the  rebellion  is  put 
down,  and  the  militia  must  be  instantly 
disembodied,  though  ministers  should 
know  that  another  rebellion  was  actually 
about  to  break  forth  in  another  part  of  th« 
kingdom.  Such  would  be  the  necessary 
consequence  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gen* 
tieman's  construction,  though  it  was  mani- 
fest, from  the  very  nature  of  things,  that 
such  a  construction  could  not  be  the  true 
and  legitimate  one.  The  legislature,  in 
fact,  had  wisely  placed  every  guard  round 
the  power  of  the  crown  in  calling  out  the 
militia ;  but  when  it  was  once  called  out^ 
it  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  ministers^, 
subject  to  responsibility,  fairly  and  ho* 
nestly  to  decide  upon  the  ^necessity  or 
propriety  of  continuing  it*  The  very 
words  of  the  militia  acts  confirmed  that 
doctrine.  In  one  of  the  sections  it  waa 
expressly  stated,  that  the  militia  were  to 
be  disembodied  when  his  Majesty  should 
think  fit.  (^Hear,  hear,  from  the'opposi* 
tion  benches.]  He  quoted  from  memory* 
but  if  he  was  not  greatly  mistaken^  those 
words  would  be  found  in  the  1 44th  section 
of  the  Act  of  the  42nd  of  the  King :  he 
was  not  surprised  at  the  seeming  incre*> 
dulity  of  the  hon.  gentlemen  opposite; 
for  if  those  were  the  terms  of  that  section^ 
as  he  firmly  believed,  what  could  be  more 
explicit  ?  All  that  was  contended  for  on 
that  side  of  the  House  was,  that,  in  conti* 
nuing  the  militia  embodied,  there  was  no* 
thing  illegal  per  te;  for  if  it  had  been 
thought  necessary  to  continue  the  same 
caution  end  secuiities  in  putting  the  mi* 
litia  down,  which  were  employed  in  calling 
it  forth,  they  would  have  been  repeated 
in  the  latter  clauses  of  the  Act  One  hon. 
member  had  said*  that  it  would  be  better 
to  send  home  the  miUtia  and  keep  up  a 
larger  portion  of  the  standing  army ;  but 
he  was,  indeed,  surprised  to  hear  such  a 
doctrine  from  that  side  ef  the  House. 
Had  such  a  measure  been  adopted,  there 
would  soon  have  been  an  outcry  raised 
that  our  liberties  were  endangered.  It 
was,  in  fact,  essential  to  the  constitution  of 
this  country  that  a  force  like  ihe  militia 
should  be  kept  up*  under  the  command  of 
officers  possessing  landed  property;  and 
he  was  astonished  to  hear  a  standing  army 
ptefefffed.    Bet  it  was  saki  the  militia  ii« 
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■elf  reiembled   a  funding  army.    How 
WM  It   potsible   it  coald   ever    become 
•iaimiUted  to  a  tUndinff  army?     Were 
not  the  officers  compelled  to  hafo  a  quali* 
ficalioD?««-[No,  no«  from  the  opposition 
benches.]    The  superior  officers  ceruioly 
were  compelled  to  have  the  qoalifications 
required  by  law,  though  he  was  aware 
that,  in  conieqaence  of  the  extended  ser* 
Tice  of  the  militia  daring  the  last  war.  it 
bad  been  deemed  advisable  to  admit  the 
aobaltern  officers  withoat    them.      But, 
was   there,  nothing    else   that   discrimi- 
nated the  officers  of  the  militia  from  those 
of  the  regular  army  ?    Were  they  so  de- 
pendent  upon  the  rrowo?    Did  they  look 
forward  to  promotion  by  the  crown  in  the 
aameway  at  the  officers  of  the  standing 
army  did  ?     He  was  far  from  meaning  to 
insiuoate  that  anv  of  the  latter  would  be 
disposed,  even  if  required,  to  aid  in  sobju- 
gating  the  liberties  of  their  fellow  sub* 
jecu ;  but  he  was  treating  the  matter  as  a 
great  constitutional  question,  and  in  that 
view  it  was  allowable  to  contrast  the  poli- 
Ileal  condition  of  the  officers  in  the  two 
descriptions  of  service*    An  hon.  gentle* 
man  had  said,  why  did  not  ministers  come 
to  parliament,  and  demand  iu  approbation 
for  the  course  they  had  pursued  ?    But 
surely  that  was  begfflog  the  question.    If 
.  the  minbters  had  Mieved  they  were  act* 
ing  illegally,  though  in  a  great  state  emer* 
gency,  ihey  might  then  have  thought  it 
necesianr  to  apply  to  parliament  for  an 
indemntncation;  but  if  they  were  right, 
as  he  contended  they  were,  in  their  con- 
struction of  the  Act,  why  should  they 
come  to  parliament  for  a  sanction  to  do 
that  which  was  in  itself  legal  ?    Such  was 
bis  view  of  the  (juestion,  which  he  had 
with  great  humility  ventured  to  offi^r  to 
the  House,  and  be  should  certainly  vote 
•gainst  the  motion. 

Mr.  PmuetUiy  said,  he  bad  heard  some 
doctrines  advanced  in  the  House  that  night 
with  greater  surprise  than  he  had  ever 
felt  in  his  life  before.  He  bad  heard  a 
learned  and  hon.  gentleman,  high  in  office 
under  the  crown,  confess  that  he  did  not 
know  what  was  meant  by  the  spirit  of  a 
law,  as  distinguished  from  its  technical 
aignificatien.  It  was,  however,  not  only 
the  dntv  of  that  House  to  discriminate  be* 
iween  tbe  spirit  and  the  letter  of  a  law  ; 
but  he  would  say,  that  the  most  eminent 
and  learned  amoogit  those  who  sat  on  the 
judicial  bench,  regulated  their  conduct 
and  proceedin|;s,  in  numerous  instances, 
by  wnaty  in  iheir  jadgmenty  they  conoai? ed 


to  be  the  intent,  the  meaning,  and  the 
spirit  of  ihe^  laws.  •  Was  there  ever  a  judge 
who   administered    the    law  technically 
and  literally,  discarding  wholly  from  his 
thoughts  iu  meaning  and  spirit,  so  far  as 
he  could  collect  them  by  gravely  consi* 
dering  the  aim  and  purpose  for  which 
I  they  were   enacted  ?    But  the  hon.  and 
learned  Solicitor  General  had   delivered 
other  doctrines,  which  alarmed  him  even 
more  than  the   preceding  one  bad  sur* 
prised  him.    The  hon.  and  learned  gen* 
tleman  had  advanced  the  doctrine,  that 
when  the  crown  once  got  an  armed  force 
into  iu  power,  it  had  the  right  to  keep 
that  force  as  long  as  it  should  think  pro- 
per, without  any  view  whatever  to  tbe 
occasion  that  produced  iu     He  had  heard 
of  prerogative  doctrines,  and  of  preroga* 
live  lawyer^,  but  be  never  heard  of  a  gen- 
tleman, respectable  in  bis  profession,  like 
the  hon.  and  learned   member,   deliver 
such  doctrine*,  at  least  since  James  2  ab« 
dicated  the  throne.  [Hear,  hear !]     Now» 
with  respect  to  the  question,  he  admitted 
that  the  act  of  parliament  did  not  state,  in 
express  words,  when  the  disembodying  of 
the  militia  was  to  take  place ;  but  tbe  sole 
and  only  discretion  entrusted  to  the  minis* 
tersof  the  crown  upon  the  subject  was, 
that  they  should  determine  whether  it  was 
fit  to  continue  the  militia  embodied,  with 
reference  to  tbe  causes  that  had  called 
them  out.    That  was  the  amount  of  their 
discretion,  and  those  were  tbe  limits  thai 
bounded  it.    Let  them  take  either  of  the 
four  c^Mei  specifically  set  forth  by  tbe  Act; 
but,  whether  one  or  the  other,  they  had 
no  authority  or  power  to  step  beyond  it. 
Upon  what  ground  did  they  call  out  the 
militia?  Suppose  rebellion:  when  rebel* 
lion  was  fairly  and  truly  put  down  in  tbe 
dominions,  the  ministers  and  the  crown 
were  bound,  by  the  spirit  of  the  law,  ta 
disembody  the  militia.    But  it  was  really 
absurd— the  sort  of  argument   that  had 
been  employed  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  who  supposed^ 
that  if  rebellion  were  crushed  in  Nor* 
thumberland,  and  yet  ready  to  break  out 
in  Norfolk,  that,  even  under  such  circum* 
stances,  tbe  militia  would  be  dishanded, 
according  to  the  construction  of  the  Act 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  be* 
hind  him  (sir  Arthur  Pigott).    He  should 
be  ashamed  to  waste  a  moment  in  reply* 
plying  to  such  a  supposition.    The  cases 
which  legally  provioed  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  militia*  were,  clear  and  ob« 
vious.    The  ol^eci  ci  ifae  law  was  to  jus«» 
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iiiy  ihe  crown  i»  keeping  ibe  militia  en- 
bodied  as  long  as  real  danger  existed*  or 
a  reTi^al  of  ii  was  immediately  to  be  ap* 
prebended*     If  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman could  sb0W|  that  in  the  war  with 
America  there  was  imminent  danger  of 
invasion^  it  would  be  some  justification  of 
keeping  the  militia  embodied^  although 
the  cause  of  their  having  been  originally 
embodied,   was  the  danger  of  invasion 
from    France.     Bot  did    the    boa.    and 
learned  gentleiftan  think  that  commodore 
M^Donough't  fleet  could  sail  from  Lake 
Champlain  and  invade  us  ?    It  was  impos- 
sibU  that  any  man— that  any  child—- could 
entertain  a  tear  of  invasion  from  America. 
Where  was«  then*  the  danger  ?   WMch  of 
the  four  causes  declared  by  the  legislature 
to  be  grounds  for  calling  out  the  militia, 
at  present  existed  ?    Was  there  invasion  ? 
or.  imminent  danger  of  invasion?   or  in- 
surrection ?    or  febellion  ?   If  there   was 
one  subject  on  which  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was,  or  at  least  used  to  be,  more 
jealous  than  another,  it  was  entrusting  the 
crown  with  a  great  military  force.    If  a 
military  force  wore  necessary,  it  .was  de< 
sirablo  ihat  that  description  of  force  should 
be  maintarned,  wkieh,  under  the  existing 
cimsomstances,  the   crown  could  legally 
•se^    However  he  and  those  who  thought 
with  bim  revered  the  principles  on  which 
Ihe  militia  was  ft>ttnded,  they  did' not  wish 
to  keep  them  embodied  against  the  law ; 
not  that  they  preferred  a  regular  army, 
but  simply  because,   by  law,  the  crown 
could  not  keep  that  description  of  force 
afoot.    Tbo  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
bad  contended,  that  no  particular  time  for 
disembodying  the  militia  was  specified  in 
the  Act;    and  Ihat  parliament   had  the 
power,  if  they  thought  proper  to^exercfse 
it,  of  interVering  in  the  subject,  either  by 
wltbh^inff  the  necessary  supplies  for  the 
payment  of  the  militia,  or  by  refusing  to 
extend  the  provisioos  of  the  Mottny  Act 
to  that  description  of  force.    Bot  did  not 
ihe  h<oii.  and  learned  gentleman  recollect, 
that  twelve  months  might  elapse  before 
parliament  could  interpose ;  and  would  it, 
therefore,  be  lawM  to  continue  the  mili- 
tia embodied  duriwg  that  period,  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  spirit  of   the  law  ? 
His  decided  opinion  was,  that  the  crown 
was  boond  by  the  spirit  of  the  law ;  and 
Ihat  if  it  coaM  not  be  shewn  that  any  of  the 
four  causes  which  alone  justified  the  em- 
bodyiuET  of  the  militia  existed,  the  crown 
was  bound  either  to  part  with  the  militia, 
or  to  como  to  pariiameat  «nd  Mf  aire  ^be 
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power,  by  an  aet  of  the  kgielatore/of  ra» 
tainitog  it  in  active  service. 

Mr.  C  Orwii,  juB.  maintained,  that  the 
militia,  thoogh  called  out  for  one  purpoee, 
might  bwfully  be  kej>t  together  for  ano* 
ther :  called  out,  ae  in  1793,  to  put  dowit 
insurrection,    they  might  afterwards  be 
kepi  out  to  repel  iovaston.    This  he  tup* 
ported  by  areference  ta  the  Local  Militia 
Act;    in  which,  to  mark  the  distinction 
between    the    service  re<}«ired  of  them 
and  that  of  the  regular  mtlitisf,  it  was  ex* 
pressly  stated,  that   they  should  be  dis* 
banded  within  six  weeks  after  the  repulse 
of  an  invading  enemy.    Thus,  as  no  such 
provision  was  made  with  respect  to  the 
ordinary  militia,  he  regarded  as  a  proof 
that  the  intentions  of  the  legislature  had 
been,  that  they  should  not  be  disbanded 
immediately  on  the  danger  being  averted 
which  they  were  first  called  out  to  meet. 
He  would  assert,  it  was  no  noveltjr  to  the 
constitution  to  say  that  the  militia  might 
be  kept  up  after  the  first  cause  of  their 
being  called  out  was  remoTed,  in  order  to 
enable  the  regular  army  to-  prosecute  any 
national  object  on  the  continent  of  Svrope 
or  elsewhere.     In  proof  of  this,  he  referred 
to  the  proceedings  of  1759.    In  the  spring 
of  that  year  the  miKtia  was  called  out,  ia 
Qonseqaence  of  a  message  fram  his  Ma* 
jeaty,  staling  the  kingdom  to  be  in  immi-. 
nent  danger  of  invasion  from  France.    In 
the  month  of  November  of  that  year,  the 
French   attempted   their   invasion;   they 
were,  however,  met  and  defeated  by  ad* 
miral  Hawke,  and  forced  to  abandon  their 
design.    From  that  time  the  danger  wae 
over.     Not  a  whisper  of   invasion  was 
heard ;  and  instead  of  apprehending  that 
a   foreign  force  would  invade  England^ 
our  army  was  actively  employed  on  the 
continent,  and  we  became  the  invaders  of 
the  territories  of  France.    But  what  was 
the  consequence  of  this  with  respect  to 
the  militia?    It  was  not  disbanded,   be* 
cause  that  state  of  things  which  hod  made 
it  necessary  to  call  it  out,  existed  no  Ion* 
ger.     It  was  kept  up  through  the  yeate 
1761   and   1762.     His  majesty  called  for 
supplies  to  enable  him  to  increase  the  re- 
gular army;   and  instead  of  dUbauding 
the  militia,  when  the  danger  wliich  bad 
first  caused  them  to  be   called    out  had 
vanished,  ihey  were  kept  in  arms,  that  the 
regular  army  might  be  free  to  pursue  a 
national  object  en  the  continent.    Fmsing 
over  the  American  war,  he  noticed  the 
calling  out  of  the  militia,  in  1795,  to 
chock  fMorroGtiaB.    Tiiey  ««•  b^  <»^ 
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to  repel  inTstiwi*  and  this  bad  not  been 
objected  to.  In  tbe  last  war,  tbey  had 
been  called  oot  to  oppose  inTation.  This 
danger,  howerer,  had  not  been  appre- 
hended through  the  whole  coarse  of  the 
war;  yei  the  militia  bad  been  kepi  out, 
and  tbe  Hoase  of  Comoiana  bad  never  said 
any  thUig  on  the  sobject.  Never  hefbre, 
when  the  militia  had  been  oacd  to  fill  the 
gap  left  by  the  re^lar  troops  being  em* 
ployed'  on  the  continent  and  kept  embo- 
died fiir  the  internal  defence  of  the  conn* 
try,  had  it  been  eonaldered  to  be  onoon- 
aiitalional,  ihoogh  we  bad  for  our  defence 
a  regnlar  army  of  800,000  men.  He  was 
•nrprised  that  those  who  represented  So- 
paps  t»  be  in  soch  an  nnsetiled  statei  and 
who  thonght  the  happy  days  we  bad  es- 
peeled  were  no  more  to  be  hoped  for, 
sboohl,  under  soch  circumstances,  call  for 
tbe  militia  to  be  disbanded.  He  did  not 
concor  with  them  in  the  view  which  they 
took  of  the  prospect  opening  before  this 
cooniry,  bet  he  conid  see  abundant  leaaon 
fer  not  disembodying  the  militia,  at  all 
events,  till  the  result  of  tbe  pending  oege- 
ctations  were  knovm.  Il  was  well  known 
to  the  House,  that  there  was  at  present  a 
great  demand  for  the  services  of  oar  regu- 
lar troops,  both  .on  the  continent  of  Bu- 
rope  and  in  America;  and  therefore,  at 
such  a  period,  he  thought  it  desirable  that 
the  militia  should  be  kept  op,  in  order  to 
set  the  greatest  possible  proportion  of  our 
regular  army  free. 

Mr.  P.  Moon  t^ght,  thai  if  the  mi* 
litia  were  lo  bo  oontiauod  any  longer  em- 
1,  they  ought  in  point  of  justice  to 


receive  fresh  bounties.  By  disembodying 
some  of  the  regiments,  government  bad 
manifested  a  consciousness  of  the  illega- 
lity of  their  conduct,  and  had  thus  given 
a  practical  construction  of  the  Act.  Sub- 
etitotee,  at  all  evenu,  ought  to  be  dis- 
banded, or  receive  new  bountiea* 

Mr.  CMome  said,  if  the  hon.  gentleman 
vrottld  lorn  lo  the  Act,  be  would  find  that 
it  waa  provided  that  substitutes  should 
serve  so  kmg  as  tbe  militia  continued  to 
be  embodied. 

Sir  Smmtd  tUmUfy  made  a  short  and 
epiriied  reply.  He  said  he  was  sorry  that 
he  could  not  congratulate  the  House  on 
the  courM  which  this  discussion  had 
taicea.  k  now  appeared  that  the  militia 
were  ^net  to  be  disembodied,  whilst  the 
American  w«r  or  the  Congreu  at  Vienna 
should  continue.  It  had  now  become  a 
^estion,  not  of  a  few  months  more  or  less, 
fe«t  a  qneatioD  of  yoaitandof  an  indefinite 


period,  and  that  ihe  responsibiliiy  of  mu 
nisters  was  all  to  which  it  could  be  re- 
ferred. He  was  surprised  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  Solicitor  Geoeral  should  have 
said,  thai  the  phrase  of  *  the  spirit  of  the 
Act'  was  something  loo  vague  fus  bis  un- 
derstanding. Could  there  be  any  doubt 
that  the  militia  must  of  course  obey  wImH* 
ever  were  the  orders  they  might  receive 
from  their  oflBcera*  or  the  officers  from  tbn 
crown?  If  tbe  spirit  oi^the  law  was  not  to 
be  examined,  tbe  science  of  law  most  be 
degraded;  a  Holt,  a  Hardwieke,  a  Talbot, 
Off  a  MaiMfield,  and  all  the  loo^inaries  and 
oraclea  of  our  jorisprudenoe^  had  been  de« 
ceived.  liord  Coke,  too,  must  have  been 
In  a  great  error  when  he  obserred*  that 
those  who  confined  their  aueniion  to  the 
mere  letter  of  the  law,  would  seUom  com* 
prebend  Its  meaning  or  its  ofa|ect.  In  this 
case,  indeed,  the  objects  of  the  Act  ware 
distinctly  specified  ;  aad  being  so  speci* 
fied,  were  by  every  constrociioo  of  law 
conclusive.  How  could  ihe  crQum  remain 
the  judge,  when  every  cause  upon  which 
judgment  could  operate  had  ceased?  It 
was  worthy  of  remark,  too,  thai  in  thu 
former  mintia  acls»  the  word  ta '  repel  *  in^ 
vasion,  was  the  word  enaployed ;  but  in 
later  acu  it  had  been  deemed  advisable 
to  insert  also  ihe  word  to  <  prevent.'  Did 
net  this  of  itself  shew  the  precision  and 
care  with  which  these  acts  were  usually 
ftaoied?  The  conduct  of  the  government 
now,  was  quite  di&rent  irom  that  which 
was  observed  at  the  conclusion  of  thu 
peace  of  1802;  for»  even  during  Uie  oego* 
eiationa  fer  that  peace,  the  ipilitia  were 
all  diaeoshodied;  although  it  was  known 
that  the  enemy  were  even  then  making 
hostHe  preparations,  and  bad  sent  oot  an 
armament  to  St.  I>omingo.  The  militin 
were  not  again  called  oot  until  eleven 
months  afterwards,  when  the  coasts  were 
actually  threatened  with  a  hostile  force, 
and  when  formidable  arrangements  were 
made  for  invasion  by  the  enemy.  The 
difference  between  the  conduct  of  this  go* 
vernment  and  former  administrations  wa% 
that  the  gentlemen  now  In  power  rushed 
on  with  headstrong  impetuosity,  where 
the  wisest  of  their  predecesM>rs  dared  not 
tread.  Not  one  of  those  predecessors  ever 
thought  of  continuing  the  militia  on  foot 
at  the  termination  of  a  war;  and  yet  it 
was  now  contended,  that  tbe  present  state 
of  Europe  justified  their  contmuance,  al* 
though  there  waa  no  prospect  of  any  of 
the  occasions  ever  recurring  again,  re* 
ferred  to  in  the  Act    If  the  learned  SoU« 
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Enclosure  No.  1,  in  Major  General  Smith's, 
of  3 1st  August  J  8 1 4.    (Copy.— Private) 

''  Cadiz,  \6ih  il%,  1814. 

"  Sir;  I  beg  you  to  acquaint  his  excel- 
lency the  commanding  officer,  under  due 
reserve,  that  the  following  persons  have 
either  left  or  are  about  to  leave  this  for 
Gibraltar,  in  consequence  of  the  late 
change  of  politics ;  that  his  excellency, 
informed  of  their  principles,  may  decide 
what  he  may  judge  best  with  respect  to 
their  residence  in  this  garrison. 

''Don  Miguel  Cabrera,  the  author  of  se- 
veral publications  inserted  in  the  Duende 
against  the  king  of  Spain,  and  of  a  very 
late  one,  exciting  the  inhabitants  of  this 
city  to  revolt  against  the  governor  and 
.  civil  authorities,  &c. 

"  Bon  Antonio  Puigblanc,  the  author  of 
the  Inquisition  sin  Mascara,  and  of  various 
other  papers,  and  a  friend  and  companion 
of  the  former.  These  two  persons  are 
provided  with  a  passport  from  general 
Valdes,  endorsed  by  me. 

"  Lopez,  the  author  of  the  Daende,  the 
paper  in  which  the  repeated  calumnies 
against  the  British  troops  on  their  entrance 
into  St.  Sebastian,  and  of  many  other 
scurrilous  productions,  appeared.  Correa, 
formerly  an  officer  in  the  Spanish  service, 
the  author  of  similar  publications,  and 
supporter  of  the  Duende,  &c. ;  and  it  is 
probable  they  may  be  followed  by  other 
persons  of  the  same  description.  1  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)        James  Duff. 

"  J.  Stedman,  esq. 
"  Secretary,  Gibraltar." 

Enclosure  No.  2,  in  Major  General 
Smith's,  of  31  si  August,  1814.—- 
(Translation.) 

*'  Your  Excellency ; 
*'  By  a  Royal  Order  of  the  4th  instant, 
dispatched  from  Valencia,  his  majesty 
Ferdinand  the  7th  has  been  pleased  to 
confer  upon  me  the  most  ample  faculties 
of  captain  general  of  the  marine  depart- 
ment of  Cadiz,  civil  and  military  governor 
of  the  same,  and  of  that  fortress.  It  being' 
my  duty  to  fulfil  with  the  greatest  punc- 
tuality and  exactitude  the  instructions 
with  which  I  am  furnished,  possessing 
information  that  there  were  in  that  city 
certain  troublesome  persons,  who,  removed 
to  any  other  place,  may  prove  of  infinite 
prejudice,  not  only  to  the  nation,  but  also 
to  the  intereat  of  the  town  where  they 
reside,  as  they  cannot  live  by  any  other 


Iriih  Bleaching  Powdft  hill. 


[60O 


means    than    committing    exceaes    and 
sowing  discords  by  their    writings    and 
conversations,  which  poison  steals  insen- 
sibly to  the  hearts  of  incautious  persons  ; 
I  request  your  excellency,  that  if  it  shoold 
happen  that  any  of  these  men,  such  as 
Don   Diego  Carrea,  one  Cabrea,  Puigr. 
blanC|    one  Aldama,   and   other  similar 
characters,  knowing  their  perfidy,  their 
crime,  and  fearing  justly  the  punishment 
they  deserve,  should  pass  to  your  garrison, 
although    with   passports    from  a   legal 
authority,  your  excellency  will  be  pleased, 
for  the  benefit  that  must  inevitably  result 
from  it,  to  prevent  that  such  turbulent 
characters,  such  pests  of  society,  remain 
at  liberty  in  the  place,  delivering  them 
over  for  the  disposal  of  the  commandant 
general  of  the  camp  of  Gibraltar,  or  send 
them  direct  to  Cadiz,  where  I  expect  to 
be  to-morrow ;  with  the  assurance  that,  in 
doing  so,  your  excellency  will  render  an 
essential  service  both  to  your  nation  and 
mine.    I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunttjf 
to  assure  your  excellency  of  my  desires  to 
meet  your  wishes.    May  God,  &c.  &c. ' 
"Yours,  &c.    Juan  Villavicbncio. 
^  Pari  St.  Maria,  I6th  May,  181 V 

Montagu  and  Pelham  Packets.] 
Lord  Nugent  observed,  that  the  papers 
which  he  had  moved  for  in  the  last  session^ 
relative  to  the  above  packets^  and  which 
were  accordingly  laid  before  the  House, 
had,  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  and  with- 
out any  notice  or  communication  on  the 
subject,  been  ordered  to  be  returned  to 
the  General  Post-ofiice,  on  the  ground 
that  their  disclosure  would  be  prejudicial 
to  the  public  service ;  and  extracts  from 
the  same  were  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
the  House.  His  lordship  said,  that  had 
he  received  any  intimation  of  the  proceed* 
ing  which  was  to  be  adopted,  he  should 
have  stated  his. reasons  for  objecting  to  it, 
which,  from  there  being  no  question 
before  the  House*  he  was  at  present  pre- 
cluded from  doing.  He  begged  to  ask^ 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  danger  appre- 
hended to  the  public  service  from  the 
papers  which  had  been  produced ;  and 
when  the  extracts  which  had  been  ordered 
were  to  be  forthcoming  ? 

Mr.  LuMktngtan  said,  that  if  the  noble 
lord  would,  after  the  recess,  renew  bis 
motion,  he  had  reason  to  think  that  the 
re-production  of  the  papers  would  not  be 
objected  to* 
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Pansonhymw,  pursuant  to  the  notice  he  had 
given,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
repeal  of  the  countervailing  duties  on 
Irifth  Bleaching  Ppwder  imported  from 
Ireland,  which  had  passed  into  an  Act 
last  session.  This  Act,  he  contended,  was 
a  direct  violation  of  the  articles  of  the 
Union.  Many  representations,  he  under- 
stood, had  been  made  to  the  Treasury, 
upon  the  injurious  tendency  of  an  ad* 
vantage  which  was  said  to  remain  with 
the  Irish  manufacturer,  in  the  process  of 
making  the  bleaching  powder ;  out  jDf 
these  arose,  he  believed,  the  prohibitory 
clause,  which  formed  the  ground  ~of  his 
complaint,  because  it  was  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  the  5tb  article  of  the  Union,  which 
acknowledged  the  free  and  uninterrupted 
intercourse  for  the  transfer  of  raw  mate* 
rial  between  the  three  countries,  for  their 
domestic  consumption.  This  clause,  im* 
posing  a  countervailing  duty,  had  been 
introduced  on  the  30th  of  July,  the  last 
day  of  their  sitting.  It  crept  in  unnoticed 
by  those  who  usually  attended  to  the 
measures  of  parliamenti  Yegulating  the 
manufactures  of  Ireland.  It  went  to  a 
4irect  violation  of  the  Union  compact, 
and  must  therefore  be  repealed.  If  the 
right  )ion.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ezche* 
quer  had  it  in  contemplation  to  propose 
any  remedy  for  the  alleged  advantage 
which  those  duties  were  to  counterbalance, 
he  could  easily  state  the  facts,  without 
involving  himself  in  a  violation  of  a 
solemn  legislative  enactment ;  if  an  ine- 
quality existed ;  let  it  be  removed,  but  let 
not  the  Irish  manufacturer  be  exposed  to 
the  great  hardships  of  this  clause,  which 
fell  heavily  upon  his  interesu.  Mr.  Pon- 
flonby  said,  he  was  willinr  to  hear  what 
was  the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, at  the  tame  time  he  would  not  refrain 
from  moving  at  present,  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  repeal  the  Act  to  impose  a 
countervailing  Duty  of  Excise  on  Bleach* 
iDg  Powder  imported  from  Ireland. 

Mr.  Luahington  suggested  whether  it 
would  not  be  better  to  move  for  the 
amendment,  and  not  the  repeal  of  this* 
Act.  He  proceeded  to  explain  the  nature 
of  the  Act  itself.  This  was  not  the  first 
time  it  had  been  considered  by  the  House, 
nor  was  it  the  first  when  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  opinion  had  been  delivered 
upon  the  subject,  folly  concurring  in  the 

Principle  from  which  the  claofte  emanated, 
'he  Irish  manufacturer  derived  a  noto* 
rious  advantage  from  having  his  salt 
Qted  in  this  powder,  duty  free.    In  Eng- 


land, a  duty  of  fifteen  shillings  a  bushel 
was  paid,  in  Scotjand  six  shillings,  there- 
by  giving  an  unfair  advantage  in  favour 
of  Ireland.  Mr.  Loshington  here  read 
several  minutes  of  council  relative  to 
those  duties,  all  concurring  rn  the  neces-. 
sity  of  their  being  met*  by  such  a  clause 
as  bad  been  introduced  last  session.  He, 
also  recited,  from  the  speeches  of  Messrs. 
Foster,  Ponsonby,  and  sir  J.  Newport, 
confirmatory  opinions  upon  this  point.  It 
was  a  fair  and  just  principle,  that  where 
one  country  paid  no  duty  upoif  an  article, 
in  the  manufacture  of  which  another  did 
within  the  same  jurisdiction,  the  country 
not  paying  should  be  visited  with  an  equa- 
lizing impost,  to  lessen  the  force  of  its 
unequal  competition.  As  an  amendment 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  motion,  he 
would  propose,  that  the  Act  of  last  session 
be  referred  to  a  committee,  to  inquire  into 
those  duties,  and  to  report  thereon.  As  a 
proof  of  the  necessity  of  this  preparatory 
step,  and  of  further  information  on  the 
subject,  he  would  only  advert  to  one  fact. 
In  one  statement  made  to  government,  it 
was  asserted  that  one  hundred  bushels  of 
common  salt  would  make  one  hundred 
weight  of  bleaching  powder.  In  another 
calculation  of  the  same  nature,  it  was 
stated,  that  this  quantity  of  salt  was  equal 
to  2,000  lbs.  of  powder;  from  these  con- 
tradictory statements,  an  inquiry  into  the 
real  fact  was  essentially  necessary  pre- 
vious to  a  final  decision.  He  would, 
however,  admit,  that  the  clause  was  a  vio* 
lation  of  the  Act  of  Union :  and  with  a 
view  of  instituting  a  fair  inquiry  into  the 
subject,  he  would  propose  a  committee,  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  laws  on  those 
duties  imposed  upon  articles  used  in  the 
manufiscture  of  oxygenated  muriatic  acid. 
Sir  John  Newport  said,  the  question  at 
issue  resolved  itself  into  this :  was  the 
Act  of  last  session  a  violation  of  the  arti- 
cles of  the  Union  ?  It  clearly  was  a  breach 
of  that  bond  of  connection  which  united 
both  countries;  and  it  would  ill  befit 
the  dignity  of  that  House  to  admit  the 
existence  of  a  committee,  whose  labour 
would  be  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  a 
compromise  between  a  clause,  such  as  the 
present  Act  contained,  and  the  solemn 
enactments  of  the  legislature.  Before  the 
question  could  at  all  be  entertained  of  re- 
moving any  advantage  which  the  Irish 
manufacturer  might  happen  to  possess,  it 
was  imperative  that  this  Act  should  be 
repealed.  Even  were  its  object  an  ex* 
tension  of  benefits  to  Ireland,  the  repeal 
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would  not  be  the  less  necessary.  An  in- 
fraction of  the  Act  of  Union  was  manifest, 
and  it  woald  be  highly  indecorous,  there* 
lore,  to  allow  its  continuance  during  the 
aitting  of  any  committee  for  an  inquiry 
arising  out  of  such  a  breach  of  obligation. 
This  infraction  once  admitted,  no  argu- 
ment could  be  listened  to  on  the  points. 
The  Act  of  Union  was  a  sacred  bond, 
which  must  remain  unimpaired  ;  and  they 
might  rest  assured,  that  whatever  weaken- 
ed that  measure  in  public  estimation, 
would,  in  its  consequences,  be  fatal  to  the 
public  security.  The  only  mode  of  pre- 
serving harmony  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, was  to  shew  an  equal  anxiety  for 
the  interests  of  both.  He  contended,  that 
the  countervailing  duties  in  this  instance, 
sis  indeed  in  most  others,  ought  entirely 
to  be  done  away.  It  appeared,  indeed, 
that  100  bushels  of  salt  were  convertible 
into  either  1  cwt.  or  2,000  lbs.  of  bleach- 
ing powder;  it  was  also  known,  that  this 
powder  could  be  made  without  salt  at  all. 
Here,  then,  arose  an  encouragement  for 
fraudulent  drawbacks,  highly  detrimental 
to  the  public  service,  and  of  vital  injury 
to  the  revenue,  which  it  almost  might  be 
s^id  to  sap.  The  right  hon.  baronet 
concluded  by  saying,  that  as  to  the  regu- 
lations to  be  hereafter  adopted,  it  seemed 
to  him  that  in  a  manufacture  where  there 
was  such  uncertainty  as  to  the  quantity  of 
materials  necessary,  all  drawbacks  should 
be  abolished,  or  the  revenue  would  suffer 
by  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  sug- 
gested the  repeal  of  as  much  of  this  Act, 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  bleaching 
powder,  as  was  a  violation  of  the  Act  of 
Union.  This  would  embrace  the  point 
urged  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site. The  committee,  however,  would  be 
useful,  to  enter  into  topics  highly  neces- 
sary in  the  detail. 

Mr.  PoiMOA^^  said,  it  was  pretty  plain 
that  a  violation  of  the  Act  of  Union  had 
taken  place.  His  object  was  to  repeal  the 
Act  which  led  to  this  breach,  not  to  pre- 
vent a  fair  arrangement  of  placing  the 
manufactures  of  the  empire  upon  one  and 
the  same  footing.  It  would  then  be  suffi- 
cient for  bis  purpose,  that  the  part  affect- 
ing the  Treaty  of  Union  would  be  repeal- 
ed. He  couljl  not  see  the  use  of  any  com- 
mittee to  investigate  a  subject  so  clearly 
supported  by  justice  and  the  law  of  the 
land. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  agreed, 
that  all  the  manufacturers  of  the  united 
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empire  should  be  upon  the  same  basis  of 
encouragement.     From   the  detail   con- 
nected with  the  question  in  debate,  a  cono- 
mittee  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  advisable ; 
of  course  it  could  not  be  operative  until 
after  the  recess.     He  would  propose,  that 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  "  to  re- 
peal so  much  of  the  said  Act  as  prohibits 
the  export  or  bringing  in  of  Irish  Bleach - 
'  ing  Powder  from  Scotland  into  England." 
After  a  short  conversation,  the  amend- 
ment  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
was  agreed  to* 

Ma.  GsoaoB   Rose.]    Mr.  Roee  said, 
that  he  rose  in  consequence  of  an  allusion 
which  had  been  made  to  a  sum  of  I  GO 
guineas  which  had  been  voted  the  nigbt 
before,  as  clerk  of  the  parliaments*    He 
observed,  that  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  mentioned  it  was  undoubtedly  juati* 
fied  in  mentioning  the  subject  at  the  ttma 
when  it  occurred  to  him,  though  he  (Mr. 
Rose)  was  not  then  in  the  House ;  but  aa 
he  was,  therefore,  called  on  to  explain  the 
vote,  he  should,  with  the  permission  of 
the  House,  state  the  circumstances  under 
which  that  allowance  was  made.    There 
were,  he  said,  many  allowances  which  had 
been  made  to  the  clerk  of  the  parliaments 
from  time  immemorial,  among  which  was 
one  of  25  cx>pie8  of  all  acts  of  parliament, 
which  had  always  been  turned  by  them  to 
their  profit,    'iu)  shew  that  he  had  not 
been  over-anxious  to  make  the  most  of  his 
office,  he  should  state,  that  there  was  also 
a  large  allowance  to  the  office  which  ha 
held,  for  stationary ;   under  which  some 
articles   not    generally    known    by  that 
name  were  included,  such  as  Scotch  coals, 
wax  candles,  and  satin  bags.    For  these 
articles,  his  predecessor  had  received  580/. 
For  this  he  (Mr.  Rose)  had  never  received 
one  farthing  in  money,  merely  taking  a 
moderate  allowance  of  paper  and  pens  ; 
although  the  Speaker  of  that  House,  and 
many  other  public  officers,  received  al* 
lowances  in  commutation  for  stationary. 
As  to  the  item  in  question,  it  appeared, 
by  a  minute   of   the  Treasury,  that  the 
value  of  the  25  copies  of  the  acts  of  par- 
liament given  to  the  clerks  of  parliament, 
was  132^s  year^  and  that  for  this  per- 
quisite he  had  received,  as  an  equivalent, 
50  guineas  a  year«    The  sum  of  100  gui- 
neas was  the  amount  of  the  allowance  for 
two  years.    As  it  was  important  to   ihe 
public   to  know  how  to  appreciate  the 
character  of  its  servants,  he  should  trou- 
ble the   House  by  stating  bow  be  had 
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acted  in  the  office  of  tecretary  of  the 
Treasury.  When  he  had  firsi  receiTed 
ihal  office,  he  found  that  the  emoIomeDtt 
conaisted  in  fees  and  perquMitet;  and 
finding  himself  uneasy  in  such  a  situation, 
ho  desired  a  fixed  salary.  The  average 
emoluments,  in  five  years  of  peace,  had 
been  3,440/.,  and  in  five  years  of  war 
5,100/.;  for  this  he  accepted  3,000/.  a 
year  only ;  and  when,  at  a  subsequent  time, 
that  allowance  was  thought  inadequate, 
and  increased  to  4,000/.  a  year,  he  had 
refused  to  take  advantage  of  the  good  will 
of  the  lordsof  the  Treasury  on  that  occasion. 
[Mr.  Rose  read  the  minute  of  the  Treasury 
atating  this  fact.]  He  had  said  thus  much 
lo  clear  himself  not  only  firom  blame,  but 
from  the  imputation  of  having  done  any 
thing  mean  and  shabby.  Mr.  Rose  con* 
eluded  by  warmly  appealing  to  his  life, 
as  a  proof  that  he  bad  never  lent  himself 
to  any  act  which  could  be  construed  into 
an  acceptance  of  that  which  was  mean  or 
nnbecoming;  on  the  contrary,  he  had,  in 
avery  instance,  and  he  hoped  successfully, 
avoided  the  pouibility  of  incurring  so 
gross  an  imputation. 

Mr.  HfkUhrtad  lamented  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  bad  not  been  in  his  place 
last  night,  to  make  the  defence  at  which 
he  haajost  laboured  so  hard.  His  name 
bad  never  appeared  in  the  papers  before, 
and  it  was  not  extraordinary  that  he  (Mr. 
Whitbread)  should  remark  upon  it :  nor 
was  it  singular,  considering  the  pecula* 
tions  and  tricks  that  were  proved  to  have 
been  practised  formerly  in  the  office  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  such  as  includ- 
ing supplies  of  Scotch  coals,  wax  candies, 
and  satin  bags,  under  the  head  of  sta- 
tionary, that  it  should  not  be  generally 
known  that  so  wonderful  an  alteration  had 
taken  place  during  the  sera  of  purity  of 
tbe  right  hon.  gentleman.  If  he  (Mr. 
Whitbread)  were  called  upon  to  state  what 
ha  really  thought  upon  the  subject,  he 
■anst  say,  that  he  was  very  sorry  that  the 
50  guineas  had  stuck  in  Mr.  Rose's  throat, 
and  that  be  should  have  got  rid  of  tbe  ob« 
atniction  in  the  way  the  House  had  wit- 
id.  [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  Roie  said,  that  the  hon.  member 
the  first  that  had  ever  made  an  objec- 
tion to  the  sum  given  as  an  equivalent 
lor  the  25  acts  of  parliament:  it  was 
enough  for  him  (Mr.  Rote)  to  hear  any 
man  breathing  object  to  it,  to  induce  him 
to  assert,  that  he  never  woold  again  touch 
ft  shilling  of  it  [Heart  and  a  laugh.] 


OtANGV     ASSOCIATIOKS     IN     laftLAKD.] 

Sir  John  Newport  rose,  to  make  his  pro- 
mised motion  relative  to  certain  associa* 
tions  in  Ireland.  Upon  a  former  occasion 
he  had  indulged  the  hope  that  the  sense 
of  parliament,  so  clearly,  and,  with  a  single 
exception,sounanimously  expressed,  would 
have  discouraged  those  associations,  and 
woold  have  led  to  that  total  abandonment 
of  their  principle,  which  would  have  gone 
some  Way  at  least  in  tranqutlliaing  the 
internal  state  of  Ireland.  It  was  in  vaia 
to  look  towards  this  happy  consummation, 
until  all  associations  were  entirely  extin- 
guished, and,  to  use  tbe  emphatic  words 
of  a  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  not  then 
present,  **  until  the  people  were  under  tho 
dominion  of  the  law,  and  not  under  that 
of  clubs  and  associations.*'  Although  bo 
had  known  of  the  existence  of  those 
societies  when  the  subject  was  last  before 
the  House,  yet  he  confidently  expected 
that  they  would  have  dispersed  when  tho 
voice  of  parliament  became  expressed^ 
and  that  this  system,  whose  only  object 
was  the  insult  of  one  class  of  fellow- 
citisens  against  another,  for  the  petty  pur* 
poses  of  party  triumph,  would  nave 
wholly  dissolved.  He  regretted  he  had 
been  mistaken,  and  this  regret  was  height- 
ened when  he  had  observed,  that  a  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  P^el)  high  in  office 
in  Ireland,  had  considered  himself  called 
upon  to  protect  and  encourage  those  so- 
cieties which  parliament  had  declared 
Were  obnoxious  to  the  public  peace.  It 
became^  then,  full  time  for  the  people  of 
Ireland  to  know  on  what  authority  those 
institutions  existed.  This  was  of  import* 
ance,  firom  the  fact  of  their  illegality 
having  been  proclaimed  from  bi^h  legal 
authority.  With  this  view  he  originated 
his  motion,  for  the  purpose  of  shewing,  as 
had  been  stated  before  by  a  noble  lord, 
the  necessity  ««  of  re-echoing  the  wish  of 
parliament  by  the  voice  of  the  country, 
and  of  repressing,  without  ulterior  mea- 
sures, any  society  within  the  empire  of 
the  law ;  and  that,  whatever  their  origin 
mieht  be,  they  had  outlived  the  danger 
which  called  them  forth,  and  were  exposed 
to  tbe  Act  of  1799,  which  stamped  ille- 
gality on  meetings  so  composed.''  Sir 
J.  Newport  then  quoted  the  observation 
of  Mr.  Canning  last  year,  that,  whatever 
digressions  gentlemen  had  entered  into, 
no  man  was  found  to  commit  himself  in 
the  defence  of  those  associations ;  and  that 
they  would,  of  course,  peri9h,when  the  sense 
of  parliament  became  so  clearly  expressed 
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.upon  the  illegality  of  their  formation.  It 
VIM,  however,  painfal  to  find,  that  this 
discoaragement  had  been  ineffectual,  and 
that  a  right  hoo.  gentleman  had  receiyed 
and  returned  aaawers  to  one  or  two  of 
those  associations — answers  which  he  (sir 
John  Newport)  was  sorry  to  say.  appeared 
commendatory  of  their  principles.  The 
right  hon,  baronet,  as  a  proof  of  the  evil 
effects  produced  by  the  Orange  associa- 
tions in  Ireland,  adverted  to  the  circum- 
stance of  the  grand  jury  of  a  county  in 
the  North  of  Ireland,  who  had  absolutely 
defeated  the  Prison  Act,  which  had  been 
introduced  by  a  right  hun.  friend  of  his. 
By  that  Act.  it  was  provided  that  each  of 
the  gaols  in  Ireland  should  be  attended  by 
a  Roman  Catholic  clergyman.  The  jury 
to  which  he  alluded  did  not  directly  deny 
a  Roman  Catholic  clergyman  to  the 
county  gaol ;  but  they  appointed  a  de- 
graded  priest  to  act  as  chaplain ;  knowing. 
Jrom  the  regulations  of  the  church  to 
which  he  belonged,  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  officiate  satisfactorily.  For 
three  years,  this  was  a  source  of  constant 
dispute  between  the  going  judges  of  assize 
and  the  grand  jury.  He  could  not  suffi- 
ciently admire  the  description  which  a 
learned  judge,  now  deceased  (lord  Avon- 
more)  bad  given  of  real  loyalty,  when 
members  of  the  Orange  faction  were  re- 
presented to  him  as  loyal,  who  had.  in 
fact,  transgressed  the  laws :  *'  1  know/' 
■aid  he,  "  of  no  loyalty,  except  that  which 
obeys  the  laws,  and  exerts  its  best  efforts  to 
see  them  carried  fairly  into  effect.  I  cannot 
consider  him  to  be  a  loyal  man,  who  acts 
contrary  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
Tanctncc  his  own  views  of  riot  and  vio- 
lence \"  When  the  great  Atlas  that  had 
so  long  supported  the  fabric  of  bigotry  in 
Ireland,  was  tottering— when  the  fabric 
itself  was  on  the  point  of  falling — It  ex- 
cited his  regret  to  perceive  an  attempt 
piade  to  rescue  it  from  impending  de- 
struction. It  was,  however,  utterly  im- 
possible to  continue  the  system.  The 
good  sense,  the  increasing  knowledge  of 
the  people,  must  operate  to  overthrow  it. 
The  right  hon.  baronet  then  moved,  <'That 
there  be  laid  before  this  House,  copies  of 
all  Addresses  from  societies  or  bodies  of 
men  calling  themselves  Orange  associa- 
tions or  lodges,  and  also  of  all  Ad- 
dresses from  grand  juries  in  Ireland,  on 
the  subject  of  sach  Orange  societies,  to 
the  principal  secretary  for  that  part  of 
the  kingdom,  with  bis  answers  thereto.'' 
Mr.  Feel  said,  be  rose  to  second  the 


right  hon.  baronet's  motion  for  the  pro- 
duction of\the  documents  upon  which    he 
had  so  strangely  commented,  though,  per- 
haps, a  fair  doubt  might  be  entertained, 
whether  they  were  of  that  nature   and 
character  which  would  justify 'the  House 
in  calling  for  them.     But,  though  he  had 
no  objection  to  their  prodoctioii,  as  he  had 
evinced  by  seconding    the    motion,    he 
could  not  avoid  troubling  the  House  with 
a  few  observations  upon  the  speech  by 
which  it  had   been  introduced.     He  re- 
gretted  very  much,  that  the  right  hon. 
baronet   had  not  stated  more    distinctly 
the  grounds  upon  which  his  motion  was 
founded,  and  the  object  for  which  it  was 
made.     Upon  the  latter  point,  it  was  diffi* 
cult  to  form  even  a  guess ;  but  he  con- 
fessed, that  what  had  fallen  from  the  right 
hon.  baronet,  had  rather  confirmed  an  opi* 
nion  which  he  had  befpre  formed  upoa 
this  subject.     It    would   be  recollected, 
that  on  a  former  occasion,  the  right  hon. 
baronet  had  complained  that  his  conduct 
had  been  mirepresented.  and  that  he  had 
been  accused  of  being  absent  from  his  doty. 
The  right  hon.  baronet,  had,  indeed,  taken 
an    opportunity  of   exculpating    himself 
from   that  imputation ;  bnt  as  the  right 
hon.  baronet  had  proclaimed  himself  upon 
a  fiormer  occasion  to  be  descended  from 
one  of  king  William's  Dutch  guards,  and 
as  he  had  spoken  in  favour  of  the  Peace 
Preservation  Bill,  he  might  conceive  it  to 
be  necessary  to  make  this  motion,  in  order 
to  rescue  himself  from  the  suspicion  of 
being  an  Orangeman.     [A  laugh.]    If, 
however,    that  was  not  the  motive  by 
which  the  right  hon.  baronet  was  actuated, 
it  was  utterly  impossible  for  him  to  guess 
at  the  object  whtch  he  could  propose  to 
himself,  by  .making  such  a  motion  upon 
such  grounds.  * 

The  speech  of  the  right  hon.  baronet 
referred,  he  believed,  to  one  which  he 
(Mr.  Peel)  made  in  the  last  session  of 
parliament.  He  wished  very  much  that 
the  right  hon.  baronet  had  been  in  his 
place  upon  that  occasion,  because  it  would 
have  saved  him  the  trouble  of  making  the 
present  motion ;  he  would  then  have  been 
able  to  judge  whether  he  (Mr.  Peel)  had 
given  encouragement  to  societies,  most 
unjustly  described  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman as  societies  '  illegally  formed,  for 
the  purpose  of  insulting  and  harrassing 
their  fellow  subjects.'  It  would,  how- 
ever, have  been  but  candid  towards  him, 
and  respectful  towards  the  House,  if  the 
right  hon.  baronet,  when   be  preferred 
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Bach  a  charge,  had  stated  the  grounds 
upon  which  it  waa  founded — if  he  had 
stated  in  what  manner  and  upon  what  oc« 
casion  he  (Mr*  P.)  had  given  encourage* 
ment  to  illegal  societies  formed  for  such 
purposes^  or  to  political  combinations  of 
any  description  or  character^  as  had  been 
described.  The  right  hon.  baronet  bad 
spoken  generally  of  addrestei  presented 
to  him  (Mr.  P.)  from  Orange  lodges,  and 
of  his  answers.  Why  had  not  the  right 
hon.  baronet,  in  support  of  his  charge, 
stated  when,  upon  what  occasion,  and  by 
whom,  those  addresses  were  presented  ? 
He  had  stated  that  they  were  published  ; 
if  they  were,  why  did  he  not  produce 
them  ?  He  had  a  right,  the  House  had  a 
right,  to  call  upon  the  right  hon.  baronet 
to  state,  not  generally  and  vaguely,  but 
distinctly  and  specifically,  the  grounds  of 
bis  charge.  Let  the  right  hon.  baronet,  if  he 
thought  proper,  amend  his  motion,  so  ac 
to  call  for  every  address  that  had  ever 
been  presented  to  him,  in  which  there  was 
any  allusion,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  this 
Bubject,  together  with  his  answers.  He 
would  wilhngly  support  such  an  amend- 
ment,  because  he  only  wished  that  the 
charges  which  bad  been  made,  should  be 
put  in  such  a  shape  as  to  enable  him  to 
meet  them  distinctly.  In  the  course  of 
the  lut  session,  an  hon.  baronet  (member 
for  the  Queen's  County),  presented  to  the 
House  some  petitions  respecting  Orange 
societies,  but  before  he  presented  them, 
he  communicated  his  intention  to  htm 
(Mr.  Peel.)  He  thanked  the  hon.  baro- 
net for  his  courtesy,  but  expressed  his  -re- 
gret, that  he  should  have  felt  it  bis  duty 
to  bring  forward  such  a  subject.  The  hon. 
baronet  did  present  the  petitions,  and  he 
(  Mr.  Peel)  took  that  opportunity  of  sUting 
clearly,  and  without  reserve,  his  opinions 
upon  the  subject,  in  order  to  remove  some 
misapprehension  which  prevailed  ;  and  he 
also  made  some  observations  upon  the 
petitions  themselves;  he  shewed  to  the 
House,  that  though  they  purported  to 
come  from  persons  of  all  religious  persua- 
sions, yet  that  many  of  the  signatures 
were  written  by  the  same  person;  one 
particular  instance  he  pointed  out,  where 
ninety-eight  or  ninety-nine  names  conse- 
cutively were  in  the  same  hand- writing. 
What  he  suted  upon  that  occasion,  if  ne- 
cessary, he  would  now  repeau  He  had  never 
spoken  a  word,  or  written  a  line  upon  it, 
wh'xb  he  was  desirous  to  retract.  If  the 
principles  and  conduct  of  any.  body  of 
men  were  misrepresented*  nothing  should 
(  VOL.  XXIX. ) 
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deter  bin  from  risinff  to  point  out  the 
misrepresentattbn,  and  to  vindicate  them 
from  unmerited  charges:  persons  might 
disapprove  of  the  principle  of  all  combi- 
nations, but  the^  ought,  in  common  jus- 
tice, to  draw  a  distinction,  where  a  distinc- 
tion existed,  and  not  confound  the  associa- 
tions of  the  loyal  with  other  associations 
of  a 'Very  different  character. 

After  making  the  statement  which, 
upon  that  occasion,  he  felt  it  his  doty  to 
make,  he  would  ask  the  House,  whether 
it  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  warrant  the 
right  hon.  baronet  in  the  language  which 
he  had  used  upon  this  occasion  ?  He 
would  ask  every  gentleman  who  heard 
him  upon  tlie  occasion  to  which  he  re- 
ferred, whether  the  sentiments  which 
he  then  expressed  were  such  as  were 
likely  to  come  from  a  person  who  wished 
to  encourage  and  promote  party  feeling 
jftnd  religious  animosity.  Upon  his  return 
lo  Ireland^  at  the  conclusionof  the  session, 
he  received  from  the  grand  jury  of  the 
county  of  Fermanagh,  an  address,  ex- 
pressing their  approbation  of  his  parlia- 
mentary conduct,  and  a  confidence  in  him« 
with  which  he  was  highly  gratified,  and 
which  he  should  be  ever  anxious  to  merit 
and  retain.  To  that  address  he  would 
read  his  answer,  as  it  was  for  the  present 
purpose  the  most  important;  and  he  begged 
that  the  House  would  recollect,  that  the 
right  hon.  baronet  had  grounded  his  mo- 
tion upon  what  he  stated  he  had  seen  pub* 
lished  \h  the  newspapers.  £Here  Mr« 
Peel  read  his  answer  to  the  address.]  This 
was  the  document,  for  there  was  no  other 
upon  which  the  right  hon.  baronet  thought 
himself  warranted  in  making,  in  the  face, 
of  the  House,  the  statement  they  bad  just 
heard.  He  would  now  ask  the  right  boo.  ba- 
ronet, whether  he  thought  his  assertion  was 
well-founded  ?  He  firmly  believed  there 
waa  no  other,  document  in  existent  upoa 
this  subject,  and  that  he  had  never  received 
and  answered  any  other  address  of  ,a  si- 
milar nature,  except  one  from  the  corpo* 
ration  of  Dublin,  whieh  contained  a  remote 
allusion  to  the  same  subject,  to  which  he 
would  read  his  answer. .  £Mr.  Peel  here 
read  the  answer.]  The  House  was  now 
in  possession  of  all  the  documents  upoa 
which  the  right  hon-  baronet  had  founded 
his  charge.  There'  was  not  another  docu- 
ment in  existence  that  he  could  recollect. 
If,  however,  he  should  turn  out  to  be  mis- 
taken—if he  should,  upon  a  minute  search, 
find  any  psper  relating  to  this  sobject,  he 
promised  the  right  hon.  baronet  it  should 
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tions,  moved  for  the^  following  Accounts : 
1.  ''  A  statement  of  the  number  of  ac- 
eoants  contained  in  the  list  dated  the  24th 
of  March  IS] 4,  which  have  been  audited j 
stated,  or  declared  since  that  time;  to- 
gether with  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
accounts  which  have  since  been  delivered 
into  the  office  for  auditing  accounts,  spe- 
cifying whether  such  accounts  are  com* 
plete,  and  accompanied  by  vouchers,  or 
incomplete :  2.  A  summary  statement  of 
the  progress  made  by  the  commissioners 
for  West  India  accounts,  since  the  lOlh 
of  June  1811,  showing  the  number  of 
accounts  audited,  stated,  or  declared  since 
that  time ;  together  with  the  number  of 
accounts  whieh  have  not  yet  been  audited, 
stated  or  declared  :  3*  A  summary  state- 
ment of  the  progress  made  by  the  com* 
niissioners  for  examining  the  accounts  of 
the  barrack-master-general  since  the  1 0th 
of  June  1811,  stating  whether  any  of 
those  accounts  have  been  declared  skuce 
that  time,  and  for  what  periods,  and  at 
what  time  the  final  examination  of  those 
accouna  is  likely  to  be  completed  :  4.  A 
summary  statement  of  the  progress  made 
by  -Mr*  Saunders  in  the  examination  of 
the  accountS'Of  the  late  Mr.  Wyatt,  since 
the  fOth  of  June  1811;  together  with  a 
list  of  such  accounts  as  remain  to  be 
examined :  5.  A  statement  showing  the 
number  of  regimental  accounts  which 
have  been  recei?ed,  and  the  number  of 
them  which  have  been  finally  settled 
or  completely  examined  since  the  10th 
of  June  1812,  and  distinguishing  the 
years  to  which  such  accounts  relate;  6. 
A  stotement  showing  the  number  of  regi- 
mental militia  accounts  which  have  been 
received,  and  the  number  of  them  which 
have  been  finally  settled  or  completely 
examined  since  the  10th  of  June  1812; 
and  distinguishing  the  years  to  which  such 
accounts  relate :  7.  A  statement  of  the 
progress  made  in  the  examination  of  regi- 
mental accounts  for  the  ten  years  from 
1784  to  1794,  since  the  10th  of  June 
1811;  together  with  the  number  of  ac- 
counts delivered  for  any  of  the  said  years, 
sobsequent  to  Hiat  date :  8.  A  summary 
statameni  of  the  periods  op  to  which  the 
commissariat  accounts  have  been  delivered 
in  for  auditing  by  the  diflferent  commis- 
saries for  the  West  Indies,  Peninsula,  Me- 
diterranean, and  North  America,  noting 
whether  any  and  which  of  the  said  ac- 
counts have  been  delivered  complete  or 
incomplete,  and  whether  with  or  vrithout 
Ihe  vottche.rs,  and  distiogaisbiDg  the  cash 
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accounts  from  the  store  accounts ;  -9.  A 
summary  statement  up  to  what  periods 
any  of  the  said  commissariat  accovnts 
have  been  audited :  10.  A  statement  of 
the  number  and  dates  of  returns  or  reports 
received  from  the  commissioners  of  .West 
India  revenue  inquiry,  specifying  the 
colonies  or  settlements,  ports  or  places,  to 
which  such  returns  or  reports  relate. 

Mr.  Baring  took  that  opportunity  to 
express  his  high  approbation  of  the  efforts 
of  the  hon.  gentleman,  who,  if  he  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  these  last  accounts  re- 
ferred to  a  committeCi  would  do  more 
good  to  the  country  than  any  person  who 
had  gone  before  him.  He  had  already 
stated,  and  would  now  repeat,  that  the 
abuses  in  the  commissariat  department 
had  been  of  the  grossest  and  most  enor- 
mous description,  and  the  extent  of  which 
could  not  appear  by  any  mode  of  auditing 
the  accounts.  It*  was  his  intention,  very 
early  after  the  recess,  to  nlove  to  refer  the 
accounts  of  the  army  extraordinaries  to  a 
committee  up  stairs,  to  examine  and  report 
their  opinion  thereon. 

The  motions  were  severally  put,  and 
carried. 

Bread  Assize  BriL.]|  Mr.  Alderman 
C.  Smith  moved,  "  That  the  several  Acts 
for  setting  the  price  and  assise  of  bread,  and 
for  punishing  persons  who  shall  adulterate 
meal,  flour,  or  bread,  or  who  shall  sell,  or 
expose  for  sale,  bread  deficient  in  weight, 
and  generally  for  regulating  the  trade  of 
bakers,  and  the  sale  and  manufacture  of 
bread,  might  be  read  ;"  and  the  same  be- 
ing read,  he  next  roored,  '*  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  the  Acts 
now  in  force  relating  to  bread  to  be  sold 
in  the  city  of  London  and  liberties  thereof, 
and  within  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality, 
and  ten  miles  of  the  Royal  Exchange;  and 
to  prevent  the  adulteration  of  meal,  flour, 
and  bread,  within  the  same  limits.'' 

Mr.  baring  had  never  heard  of  a  BiU 
being  introduced  for  altering  a  law  on  so' 
important  and  generally  interesting  a  sub- 
ject as  the  present,  without  some  reason 
for  the  alteration  being  assigned. 

Mr.  Alderman  C.  Smith  stated  his  object 
to  be,  in  the  first  place,  to  prevent  the 
adulteration  of  the  flour  and  meal  used  in 
making  bread  ;  and  also  to  render  bakers 
more  generally  liable  to  punishment  for 
selling  bread  short  of  weight.  At  present, 
an  Inquest  could  not  convict  without  sens* 
ing  the  whole  contents  of  a  shop :  thus 
the  bakers   who  attpplied  the^  chandtera 
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shops,  at  which  so  great  a  portion  of  the 
lower  orders  were  the  purchasers,  might 
daily*  tend  out  bread  short  of  weight  to 
such  shops,  in  every  direction,  and  escape 
any  material  penalty ;  it  being  impossible 
to  detect  them  in  this  nefarious  practice 
through  all  tbeir  connections.  JTbere  was 
also  no '  positive  law  respecting  the  use  of 
alutn.  He  wished  to  ha?e  the  Bill  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee.— Leave 
given. 

COMMITTSE     OF     SuPPLY  —  AllJOUaN- 

MBNT.J  On  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  supply  being  brought  up,  and  it  being 
moved,  "  That  the  House  do  agree  to  the 
same," 

Mr.  Panaonhf,  as  the  motion  of  an  hen* 
and  learned  Iriend  of  his  (or  papers  re- 
specting the  naval  conduct  of  the  Ameri- 
can wfir,  which  stood  for  Thursday,  might 
cause  a  long  debate,  desired  to  know  if 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  have  any  objection  to  post- 
pone, for  one  day,  his  motion  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House  ?  He  thought  no 
inconvenience  could  result  fK>m  postpon* 
ing  the  adjournment  to  Friday,  ana  he 
conceived  this  would  be  a  great  accom* 
modation  \o  all  parties. 

The  ChmuxUor  qf  ike  Exchequer  saw  no 
reason  for  postponing  the  adjournment. 
He  did  not  know  that  the  motion  of  the 
bon.  and  learned  gentleman  must  neces- 
sarily occupy  so  much  time  as  to  interfere 
with  the  discussion  of  the  question  of  ad- 
journment. If  gentlemen  opposite  were 
'of  a  different  opinion,  he  thought  one  of 
the  motions  might  be  anticipated. 

Mr.  Fcntonfy  did  not  think  either  of 
the  motions  could  well  be  brought  on  be- 
fore Thursday;  and  on  that  day,  the 
length  to  which  the  discussion  on  the 
notion  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
might  possibly  go,  would  prevent  their 
debating  the  various  subjects  which  the 
question  of  adjournment  would  bring  under 
their  consideration,  so  fully  as  they  could 
wish  to  do. 

The  ClumeeUor  qf  ike  Sickequer  could 
see  no  objection  to  his  moving,  to-morrow, 
that  the  Hoose^  on  its  rising,  should  ad- 
journ to  the  period  which  had  been  men* 
tinned  as  that  to  which  it  was  proposed 
the  recess  should  extend.  This  he  con- 
ceived would  be  perfectly  regular* 

Mr.  Banket  thought  it  might  be  unne* 
eessary  to  prolong  the  debate  on  the  mo- 
lion  or  the  hoiL  and  learned  gentleman. 


as  the  documents  for  which  he  intended 
to  move  might  be  eiven  by  ministers.  If, 
however,  it  should  occupy  the  House  till 
a  late  hour,  it  would  then  lie  in  their  dis- 
cretion to  postpone  it,  if  that  should  ap- 
pear desirable.  He  wished  the  two  mo- 
tions  to  stand  as  the^  did  for  Thursday, 
subject  to  the  discretion  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Croker  would  not  pledge  himself 
that  the  papers  would  be  given ;  but  he 
knew  no  document  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man wrs  likelv  to  call  for  which  the  Ad- 
miralty  would  not  be  as  ready  to  give,  as 
he  could  be  to  ask. 

Mr.  Homer  desired  there  might  be  a 
distinct  understanding  that  his  motion 
should  take  precedence  on  Thursday*. 
[«'  Certainly,  certainly,"  from  the  Trea- 
sury-bench.] 

The  Chanct^hr  t^the  Exchequer  was  wil- 
ling to  give  the  gentleman  opposite  the 
benefit  of  the  alternative  he  had  pro- 
posed. If  an  objection  was  made  to  the 
adjournment  being  moved  before  Thurs- 
day, he  should  certainly  press  it  on  that 
day,-  even  though  the  motion  of  the  bon. 
and  learned  gentleman  should  preclude 
him  from  bringing  on  bis  motion  at  an 
early  hour. 

The  Speaker  said,  it  was  irregular  to  ac- 
celerate motions  of  which  notice  had  been 
given.  It  was  inconvenient  for  this  rea- 
son, that  having  been  fixed  for  one  parti* 
cular  day,  if  brought  on  before  that  day 
arrived,  many  members  who  had  heani 
the  notice  might  be  taken  by  surprise. 

Mr.  Wn  Fok  hoped,  if  the  papers  to  be 
called  for  were  to  be  granted,  the  hon* 
and  learned  .gentleman  and  the  House 
'might  be  spared  the  trouble  of  a  debate 
on  his  motion.  If  he  were  to  give  in  a 
list  of  the  papers  he  wished  to  see  pro- 
'duced '  to  bis  right  hon.  friend,  he  would 
probably  receive  an  answer  in  the  course 
of  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Homer  sud,  he  had  given  in  a  list 
of  them  to  one  of  the  lords  of  the  Admi- 
ralty some  hours  before. 

Mr.  Whkhread  observed,  that  notices 
had,  in  some  cases,  been  accelerated ;  and 
instanced  the  celebrated  motion  on  the 
Orders  in  Conncil  in  1812. 

The  CkoMeUor  qf  the  Exchequer  did  not 
wish  to  do  that  which  wu  irregular  or 
unusual|  and  should  not,  therefore,  move 
the  adjournment  till  Thursday ;  on  which 
day  it  was  his  intention  to  press  the  mo« 
tion. 

The  Report  was  then  agreed  tOr 
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tions.  moved  for  the^  following  Accounts : 
1.  ''  A  slatement  of  the  nomber  of  ac- 
eoantfl  contained  in  the  list  dated  the  24th 
of  March  1814,  which  hate  been  audited, 
stated,  or  declared  since  that  time;  to- 
gether with  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
accounts  which  have  since  been  delivered 
into  the  office  for  auditing  accounts,  spe- 
cifying whether  such  accounts  are  com- 
pile, and  accompanied  by  vouchers,  or 
incomplete :  2.  A  summary  statement  of 
the  progress  made  by  the  commissioners 
for  West  India  accounts,  since  the  10th 
of  June  1811.  showing  the  number  of 
accounts  audited,  stated,  or  declared  since 
that  time ;  together  with  the  number  of 
accounts  which  have  not  yet  been  audited, 
stated  or  declared  :  3.  A  summary  state- 
ment of  the  progress  made  by  the  com- 
nitssioners  for  examining  the  accounts  of 
the  barrack-master-general  since  the  1 0th 
of  June  1811,  stating  whether  any  of 
those  accounts  hsve  been  declared  since 
that  time,  and  for  what  periods,  and  at 
what  time  the  final  examination  of  those 
accounts  is  likely  to  be  completed  :  4.  A 
summary  statement  of  the  progress  made 
by  Mr*  Saunders  in  the  examination  of 
the  accountS'Of  the  late  Mr.  Wyatt,  since 
the  10th  of  June  1811 ;  together  with  a 
list  of  such  accounts  as  remain  to  be 
examined^  5.  A  statement  showing  the 
number  of  regimental  accounts  which 
have  been  received,  and  the  number  of 
them  which  have  been  finally  settled 
or  completely  examined  since  the  10th 
of  June  1812,  and  distinguishing  the 
years  to  which  such  accounts  relate ;  6. 
A  stotement  showing  the  number  of  regi- 
mental militia  accounts  which  have  been 
received,  and  the  number  of  them  which 
have  been  finally  settled  or  cbmpletely 
examined  since  the  10th  of  June  1812; 
and  distinguishing  the  years  to  which  such 
accounts  relate :  7.  A  statement  of  the 
progress  made  in  the  examination  of  regi- 
mental accounts  for  the  ten  years  from 
1784  to  1794,  since  the  10th  of  June 
1811 ;  together  with  the  number  of  ac- 
counts delivered  for  any  of  the  said  years, 
subsequent  to  that  date :  8.  A  summary 
statement  of  the  periods  op  to  which  the 
commissariat  accounts  have  been  delivered 
in  for  auditing  by  the  different  commis* 
iartes  for  the  West  Indies,  Peninsula,  Me- 
diterranean, and  North  America,  noting 
whether  any  and  which  of  the  said  ac- 
counts have  been  delivered  complete  or 
iocompletet  and  whether  with  or  vrithout 
Ae  voicheTs,  and  distiogQisbiDg  the  cash 
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accounts  from  the  store  accounts :  P.  A 
summary  statement  up  to  what  periods 
any  of  the  said  commissariat  accounts 
have  been  audited :  10.  A  statement  of 
the  number  and  dates  of  returns  or  reports 
received  from  the  commissioners  of  .West 
India  revenue  inquiry,  specifying  the 
colonies  or  settlements,  ports  or  places,  to 
which  such  returns  or  reports  relate/' 

Mr.  Baring  took  that  opportunity  to 
express  his  high  approbation  of  the  efforts 
of  the  hon.  gentleman,  who,  if  he  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  these  last  accounts  re- 
ferred to  a  tommittee,  would  do  more 
good  to  the  country  than  any  person  who 
had  gone  before  him.  He  had  already 
stated,  and  would  now  repeat,  that  the 
abuses  in  the  commissariat  department 
had  been  of  the  grossest  and  most  enor- 
mous description,  and  the  extent  of  which 
could  not  appear  by  any  mode  of  auditing 
the  accounts.  It»  was  his  intention,  very 
early  after  the  recess,  to  nlove  to  refer  the 
accounts  of  the  army  extraordinaries  to  a 
committee  up  stairs,  to  examine  and  report 
their  opinion  thereon. 

The  motions  were  severally  pot,  and 
carried. 

Bread  Assize  BriL.]  Mr.  Alderman 
C.  Smith  moved,  '*  Thst  the  several  Acts 
for  setting  the  price  and  assize  of  bread,and 
for  punishing  persons  who  shall  adulterate 
meal,  flour,  or  bread,  or  who  shall  sell,  or 
expose  for  sale,  bread  deficient  in  weight, 
and  generally  for  regulating  the  trade  of 
bakers,  and  the  sale  and  manufacture  of 
bread,  might  be  read  ;"  and  the  same  be- 
ing read,  he  next  moved,  "  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  the  Acts 
now  in  force  relating  to  bread  to  be  sold 
in  the  city  of  London  and  liberties  thereof, 
and  within  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality, 
and  ten  miles  of  the  Royal  Exchange;  and 
to  prevent  the  adulteration  of  meal,  flour, 
and  bread,  within  the  same  limits.'' 

Mr.  baring  had  never  heard  of  a  Bill 
being  introduced  for  altering  a  law  on  so 
important  and  generally  interesting  a  sub- 
ject as  the  present,  without  some  ressoa 
for  the  alteration  being  assigned. 

Mr.  Alderman  C.  Smith  stated  his  object 
to  be,  in  the  first  place,  to  prevent  the 
adulteration  of  the  flour  and  meal  used  in 
making  bread  ;  and  also  to  render  bakers 
more  generally  liable  to  punishment  for 
selling  bread  short  of  weight.  At  present, 
an  inquest  could  not  convict  without  aeiz* 
ing  the  whole  contents  of  a  shop :  thus 
the  bakers   who  supplied  the^  chandlers 


Committee  qf  Suppfy'^At^aummeni, 


shops,  at  which  so  great  a  portion  of  the 
lower  orders  were  the  parchasers,  might 
daily^aend  out  bread  short  of  weight  to 
such  shops,  in  tirery  direction,  and  escape 
any  material  penalty ;  it  being  impossible 
to  detect  them  in  this  nefarious  practice 
through  all  tbeir  connections.  ZTbere  was 
also  no '  positive  law  respecting  the  ose  of 
alum.  He  wished  to  have  the  Bill  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee.— Leave 
given. 

Committee  or  Supply  —  Adjourn* 
MBNT.  j  On  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  supply  being  brought  op,  and  it  being 
moved,  "  That  the  House  do  agree  to  the 
same,'' 

Mr.  Fofisofi^,  as  the  motion  of  an  hon* 
and  learned  friend  of  his  for  papers  re- 
specting  the  naval  conduct  of  the  Ameri- 
can war,  which  stood  for  Thursday,  might 
cause  a  long  debate,  desired  to  know  if 
the  right  bon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  have  any  objection  to  post- 
pone, for  one  day,  his  motion  for  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House  ?  He  thought  no 
inconvenience  could  result  ffom  post  pen* 
ing  the  adjournment  to  Friday,  ana  he 
conceived  this  would  be  a  great  accom* 
modation  to  all  parties. 

The  {^ancellor  qf  the  Bxdnequer  saw  no 
reason  for  postponing  the  adjooroment. 
He  did  not  know  that  the  motion  of  the 
bon.  and  learned  gentleman  must  neces- 
iiarily  occupy  so  much  time  as  to  interfere 
with  the  discussion  of  the  question  of  ad- 
journment. If  gentlemen  opposite  were 
*of  a  different  opinion,  he  thought  one  of 
the  motions  might  be  anticipated. 

Mr.  Pofuoniy  did  not  think  either  of 
the  motions  could  well  be  brought  on  be* 
fore  Thursday;  and  on  that  day,  the 
length  to  which  the  discussion  on  the 
notion  of  bis  hon.  and  learned  friend 
might  possibly  go,  would  prevent  their 
debating  the  various  subjects  which  the 
question  of  adjourimient  would  bring  under 
their  consideration,  so  folly  u  they  coald 
wish  to  do. 

The  CktmceUar  qf  the  Exchequer  could 
see  no  objection  to  his  moving,  to-morrow» 
that  the  House^  on  its  rising,  should  ad- 
journ to  the  period  which  had  been  men* 
tioned  as  that  to  which  it  was  proposed 
the  recess  sbonld  extend.  This  he  con- 
ceived would  be  perfectly  regular. 

Mr.  Bankes  thought  it  might  be  vnne* 
eessary  to  prolong  the  debate  on  the  mo- 
lion  or  the  hoB»  and  learned  gentleman. 
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as  the  documents  for  which  he  intended 
to  move  might  be  eiven  by  ministers.  If» 
however,  it  should  occupy  the  House  till 
a  late  hour,  it  would  then  lie  in  their  dis- 
cretion to  postpone  it,  if  that  should  ap- 
pear desirable.  He  wished  the  two  mo* 
tions  to  stand  as  they  did  for  Thursday, 
subject  to  the  discretion  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Croker  would  not  pledge  himself 
that  the  papers  would  be  given ;  but  he 
knew  no  document  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man wrs  likelv  to  call  for  which  the  Ad- 
miralty  would  not  be  as  ready  to  give,  as 
he  could  be  to  ask. 

Mr.  Horner  desired  there  might  be  a 
distinct  understanding  that  his  motion 
fthould  take  precedence  on  Thursday*. 
[«  Certainly,  certainly,"  from  the  Trea- 
sury-bench.] 

The  Chancelior  t^the  Exchequer  was  wiN 
ling  to  give  the  gentleman  opposite  the 
benefit  of  the  alternative  he  had  pro- 
posed. If  an  objection  was  made  to  the 
adjournment  being  moved  before  Thurs- 
day, he  should  certainly  press  it  on  that 
day,  even  though  the  motion  of  the  bon. 
and  learned  gentleman  should  preclude 
him  from  bringing  on  his  motion  at  an 
early  hour. 

The  ^fcaker  said,  it  was  irregular  to  ac- 
celerate motions  of  which  notice  had  been 
given.  It  was  inconvenient  for  this  rea- 
son, that  having  been  fixed  for  one  parti- 
cular day,  if  brought  on  before  that  day 
arrived,  many  members  who  had  heand 
the  notice  might  be  taken  by  surprise. 

Mr.  W,  Pole  hoped,  if  the  papers  to  be 
called  for  were  to  be  granted,  the  hon. 
and  learned  .gentleman  and  the  House 
might  be  spared  the  trouble  of  a  debate 
on  his  motion.  If  he  were  to  give  in  a 
list  of  the  papers  he  wished  to  see  pro- 
'doced '  to  his  right  hon.  friend,  he  would 
probably  receive  an  answer  in  the  course 
of  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  he  had  given  in  a  list 
of  them  to  one  of  the  lords  of  the  Admi- 
ralty some  hours  before. 

Mr.  Whkhead  observed,  that  notices 
had,  in  some  cases,  been  accelerated ;  and 
instanced  the  celebrated  motion  on  the 
Orders  in  Council  in  I8I1^ 

The  ChtmcOkr  qf  the  Exchequer  did  not 
wish  to  do  that  which  wu  irregular  or 
unusnal|  and  should  not,  therefore,  moTe 
the  adjournment  till  Thursday  ;  on  which 
day  it  was  his  intention  to  press  the  mo« 
tion. 

The  Report  was  then  agreed  to. 


683]       HOUSE  OF  LORDS.  Mqfum  tfA^ommaa  HU  Febnary. 


m* 


motion  which  he  expected  would  have 
been  brought  forward  by  his  noble  friend. 
That  motion  waa  one  which  met  with  hit 
entire  approbatipn,  and  whenever  his 
noble  friend  choae  to  bring  it  forward,  he 
should  be  reedy  to  give  it  his.  support 
After,  howeverj  what  bad  fallen  from  his 
noble  friend^  he  should  reserve  what  he 
had  to  say  till  after  the  motion  for  ad- 
j6urnment. 

Motion  op  Adjournment  till  Ffi- 
BBUABY.]  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  then 
moved,  that  the  House  do  adjourn  till 
Thursday  the  0th  of  February  next. 

Lord  GravoiUe  said,  that  to  that  motion 
he  must  decidedly  object.  When  the 
noble  earl  made  such  a  motion,  a  motion 
to  adjourn  for  a  period  of  from  two  to 
three  months,  it  would  have  been  but  be- 
coming to  have  stated  some  grounds  for 
so  eztrkordinary  a  proceeding ;  but  the 
noble  earl  bad  barely  put  the  question  of 
adjournment,  without  assigning  a  single 
reason  to  in(|uce  their  lordships  to  adopt  a 
course  so  unusual,  and  had  therefore 
yielded  it  to  him  to  state  the  grounds 
upon  which  he  thought  such  a  course,  at 
this  moment,  highly  improper.  Their 
lordships  had  been  called  together  at  a 
time  when  legislative  deliberation  was 
more  than  usually  necessary.  Though 
the  grand  difficulties  under  which  this 
country  had  struggled  so  Ions  had  now 
been  removed,  yet  it  might  be  justly  said, 
that  this  was  a  session  of  more  urgent  bu- 
siness than  any  session  that  the  oldest 
among  their  lordships  could  possibly  re- 
member. He  had  on  a  former  occasion 
expressed  his  regret,  that  it  had  not  been 
thought  proper  to  call  their  attention,  in 
the  old  constitutional  manner,  to  the-  cir- 
cumstances of  Europe,  and  the  result 
which  was  likely  to  follow  from  the  great 
and  almost  desperate  efforts  that  had  been 
made  by  this  country.  But  even  if  it  had 
been  justifiable  to  throw  a  veil  over  the 
transactions  which  were  now  going  on 
abroad  ^.transactions,  he  grie?ed  to  say, 
which  did  not  appear  to  bode  well  for  the 
future  peace  of  Europe, — still  a  veil  ought 
not  to  be  thrown  over  the  internal  situa- 
tion of  the  country.  They  were  now 
called  upon  to  review  the  state  of  the 
country  after  a  iieries  of  tremendous  ef- 
forts, such  as  had  never  before  been  maoe 
by  any  nation,  which  had  closed  the 
struggle  without  the  loss  of  iu  political 
existence.  They  were  called  upon  to 
consider  bow  they  could  best  repair  the 


damage  that  had  .been  done,  how  thej 
could  best  apply  a  remedy  to  the  evile 
which  the  magnitude  of  our  efforts  had 
necessarily  produced.  In  the'  present 
situation  of  the  country,  the  duties  of  par- 
liament were  numerous,  weighty,  and 
pressing.  There  was  hardly  a  branch  of 
the  public  administration  that  did  not 
require  the  maturest  deliberation  on  the 
part  of  the  legislature ;  and  yet,  under 
these  circumstances,  an  adjournment  .for 
two,  or  from  two  to  three  months,  was  pro- 
posed, without  a  single  reason  assigned  for 
that  extraordinafy  proposition. 

At  an  early  period  of  the  session  he  had 
mentioned  one  great  subject,  which  ought 
to  have  received  from  parliament  not  only 
mature,  but  unremitting  deliberation ;  a 
matter,  of  all  others,  of  the  highest  im« 
portance;  a  subject  immediately  con« 
nected  with  the  food  of  the  people.  Ho> 
bad  then  adverted  to  the  dangerous  and 
impolitic  course,  as  he  conceived  it  to  be^ 
which  had  been  adopted  with  respect  to 
that  object  of  primary  importance :  he 
regretted  that  he  differed  upon  that  ques* 
tion  with  many  for  whose  opinions  ia 
general  he  had  the  highest  possible  re- 
spect ;  but  be  came  there  to  state  his  own 
opinions  with  freedom.  Their  lordships 
would  do  well  to  consider,  whether,  with 
the  impression  which  the  agitation  of  such 
a  question  in  parliament,  which  the  inter* 
position  of  the  legislature  on  such  a  sub« 
ject  was  likely  to  create,  it  was  fitting 
that  parliament  should  turn  their  backs 
on  that  subject,  and  suspend  the  investi- 
gation for  two  or  three  months.  If  the 
agricultural  interest  was  hard  pressed,  and 
who  could  deny  that  it  was  so ;  if  the 
manufacturing  interest  was  alto  pressed; 
if  a  measure  '  was  under  consideration  ^ 
which  immediately  concerned  the  food  of 
the  people ;  if  there  was  danger  in  adopt- 
ing any  course  that  should  have  a  ten- 
dency to  make  that  food  dearer;  and  if 
it  was  of  the  highest  importance  to  con- 
sider well  whether  it  was  not  wiser  to 
leave  that  matter  to  itself  without  any 
legislative  interposition  than  to  enact  new 
restraints;  if  it  was  necessary  at  any  rate 
that  parliament  should  come  to  a  decision 
on  the  subject  either  one  way  or  the 
other,  why  was  it  now  proposed  that  the 
House  should  adjourn  for  a  period  of  be- 
tween two  and  three  months?  It  was  of 
the  last  consequence  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community,  that  the  legislature  should  at 
any  rate  decide  whether  they  were  to  in- 
novate or  to  leave  matters  as  they  were; 
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for  the  state  in  which  those  questions  were 
at  present  allowed  to  remsin  was  fraught 
with  the  evils  which  belonged  to  both 
conditions.  Was  this  a  situation  in  which 
that  subject  ought  to  be  left?  Was  it  fit- 
ting that  parliament  sboald  torn  iu  back 
upon  it  for  such  a  long  period  ?  Was  it 
becoming  or  decent  that  parliament  should 
separate  without  having  taken  any  step 
in  the  matter— without  having  paid  it  any 
attention  except  the  single  sentence  which 
he  had  uttered  respecting  it  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session?  Yet,  now  the  House 
was  called  upon  to  separate^  to  refuse  to 
give  attention  to  the  public  business  upon 
which  their  sovereign  had  called  upon 
them  to  deliberate.  The  House,  under 
the  circumstances,  was  desired  to  tarn  its 
back  upon  the  public  business  for  two,  or 
nearly  three  mouths,  and  that  not  by  the 
act  of  the  sovereign,  who  by  prerogative 
might,  under  ministerial  responsibility, 
have  pot  an  end  to  the  session ;  but  by 
its  own  act,  in  opposition  to  the  declared 
wish  of  the  sovereign,  in  disobedience  to 
his  express  commands,  and  in  utter  dis- 
regard of  the  duties  which  they  had  been 
called  upon  to  discharge* 

There  was  another  subject  to  which  the 
attention  of  parliament  ought  to  be  called 
without  delay— he  meant  the  state  of  the 
circulating  medium  of  the  country;  a 
subject  which,  on  some  future  occasion, 
must  be  well  considered  and  fully  debated. 
On  former  occasions,  when  it  was  pro- 
posed to  bring  that  question  before  par- 
liament, it  was  said  that  the  nation  was 
at  war,  and  that  a  measure,  which  in 
theory  no  one  approved,  was  necessary 
for  self-defence,  and  the  preservation  of 
the  country;  ha  meant  that  law  by  which 
the  subject  was  compelled  to  accept  pay- 
ments in  a  depreciated  paper  currency. 
If  he  had  been  asked,  whether  this  had 
been  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  war, 
he  should  have  said— no.  It  had  been 
contended,  that  our  efforts  could  not  be 
supported  without  that  measure;  but,  in 
his  opinion,  they  were  rather  cramped 
than  aided  by  the  continuance  of  that  re- 
gulation. Be  that,  however,  as  it  might, 
these  efforts  were  over;  and  they  had 
now  to  consider  how  they  could  best  put 
an  end  to  a  system  which  no  one  was 
hardy  enough  to  say  ouj^ht  to  be  con- 
tinued. That  question  must  be  attended 
to»  and  speedily,  if  they  meant  to  give  the 
landlord,  to  give  the  manufacturer,  to 
give  every  one,  in  short,  that  security 
which  all  ought  to  havci  nanely^  that  they 
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should  receive  in  payment  that  for  which 
they  really  stipulated  by  their  contracts, 
and  not  that  which  the  very  existence  of 
the  law  proved  to  be  not  in  their  eyes  of 
equal  value.  If  they  considered  what  that 
situation  of  things  must  be,  in  which  no 
one  could  receive  in  payment  that  whicli 
he  stipulated  for  by  his  contract,  they 
must  soon  attend  seriously  to  the  subject* 
unless  they  meant  to  abandon  the  very 
name  of  honesty  and  justice.  Never  was 
there  a  subject  with  respect  to  which  they 
were  more  called  upon  to  retrace  their 
steps;  never  did  there  exist  a  subject 
where  more  mature  deliberation,  more 
strict  caution  were  necessary,  in  deciding 
upon  the  steps  by  which  they  ought  to 
return  to  the  paths  of  honesty  and  justice. 
Yet,  under  all  these  difficulties,  under  all 
this  real  pressure  of  public  business,  par- 
liament was  called  upon  to  suspend  its 
deliberations,  to  give  op  all  attention  to 
its  public  duties,  for  a  period  of  from  two 
to  three  months,  merely  for  the  personal 
convenience  of  some  of  the  servants  of  the 
crown. 

He  next  came  to  the  mention  of  a  sub* 
ject  which  it  was  impossible  to  touch  on 
without  shuddering— he  meant  the  state 
of  the  finances  of  the  country.  He  con- 
sidered that  this  country  had  solely  beea 
enabled  to  continue  the  great  exertions 
which  it  had  so  long  made  by  the  opera- 
tion) of  the  sinking  fund,  established  by 
a  provident  wisdom.  The  exertions  of 
the  last  year  had,  however,  consumed  a 
large  portion  of  that  fund ;  and  this 
would  shortly  be  bereft  of  any  means  but 
increased  taxation  to  supply  the  profuse 
expenditure  of  the  country.  This  con« 
sideration  could  not  be  separated  from  the 
question*  how  they  were  to  reduce  those 
enormous  establishments  with  which  the 
country  was  at  present  burthened.  The 
country  now  enjoyed  the  name  of  peace* 
and  it  was  warranted  in  the  expectation 
of  deriving  some  of  the  benefits  of  it. 
There  never,  he  would  repeat,  was  such 
an  example  as  that  exhibited  by  parlia* 
moot,  given  by  any  body  of  men  anxious 
to  retam  the  good  opinion  of  their  consti- 
tuents. With  no  public  motives  for  their 
conduct,  they  were  about  to  turn  their 
backs  on  their  country,  and  to  leave  it  for 
the  next  two  or  three  months  to  shift  for 
itself;  to  declare  that  parliament  would 
not  even  consider  what  were  the  remedies 
which  its  situation  demanded — that  they 
would  not  even  hear  them.  In  mention- 
ing the  reduction  of  the  establishments  of 
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the  country,  it  was  impoisible  not  to  al* 
lude  to  the  15,000  men  which  we  were 
bound  to  keep  up  on  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope in  a  time  of  peace.  He  was  asto- 
pished  how  such  an  idea  could  ever  enter 
the  head  of  any  person  in  thb  country,  as 
that  of  soliciting  the  princes  of  Europe  to 
receive  subsidies  for  the  purpose  oi  ag« 
grandizing  and  raising  up  certain  powers 
of  Europe  to  such  a  magnitude,  that  no 
hope  would  be  left  for  the  preservation  of 
any  independent  state.  The  object  of 
this  expenditure  was'  to  destroy  every 
Testige  of  independent  power  on  the  con- 
tipent.  He  could  never  consent  to  the 
wringing  from  the  pockets  of  the  pea- 
santry of  this  country,  sums  to  be  thus  ex- 
pended in  the  accomplishment  of  objects 
of  a  nature  not  less  detestable  than  that 
for  which  the  tyrant  under  which  Europe 
bad  so  long  suffered,  was  at  length  driven 
from  his  throne.  It  was  impossible  to 
consider  this  keeping  op  of  75, 000  men 
on  the  continent  in  any  other  light  than  a 
subsidizing  of.  a  few  of  the  powers  of 
Europe,  to  destroy  every  vestige  of  free- 
dom there. 

The  country  was  now  also  carrying  on 
a  war  of  conquest  at  half  the  distance  of 
the  globe  from  us.  When  America  had 
not  half  its  present  population,  its  subjuga- 
tion was  found  to  be  an  effort  beyond  the 
power  of  this  country  to  effect.  Yet 
with  all  our  past  experience,  this,  it  ap- 
peared, was  an  effort  which  we  were  at 
present  seeking.  The  war  was  now  no 
longer  carried  on  for  thoie  objects  which 
had  been  stated  to  parliament,  but  for 
purposes  which  it  was  the  absolute  doty 
of  parliament,  before  they  gave  them  their 
support,  to  sift  to  the  bottom.  He  bad 
stated  to  their  lordships  bis  opinion,  that 
from  the  moment  the  American  govern* 
ment  were  apprized  of  the  repeal  of  the 
orders  in  council,  the  war  was  just  on  the 
part  of  this  country,  and  he  had  always 
therefore  continued  to  give  it  his  feeble 
support.  He  had  done  so  because  be 
considered,  on  the  faith  of  the  declaration 
from  the  throne,  that  we  were  at  war  for 
the  maintenance  of  our  maritime  rights-* 
an  object  for  which  he  would  shed  the  last 
drop  of  his  blood.  But  they  now  found 
that  when  ministers  were  declaiming 
against  aggrandizement,  and  when  there 
was  but  one  general  voice  of  approbation 
in  parliament  in  consequence  of  such  dis- 
claimer of  conquest  or  aggrandizement, 
and  of  the  moderate  and  pacific  councils 
which  were  entertained  by  the  govern- 
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ment  of  this  country— that  at  that  very 
moment  they  were  making  on  America 
such  demands  as  could  have  no  other  ef- 
fect but  to  unite  against  them  the  voice  of 
every  individual  in  that  country,  and  of 
every  independent  man  in  every  indepen- 
dent country  in  the  world ;  demands  which 
were  not  justified  by  any  conqoesta.  of 
cessions  of  territory,  and  the  effect  of 
which  could  only  be  to  retard  the  pMce, 
and  to  unite  that  country  against  us,  on 
whose  disunion  rested  our  best  hopes  of 
continuing  the  war  with  success.  We 
had  so  unhappily  chosen  the  subjects  of 
these  demands;  as,  in  the  first  place,  to 
irritate  the  feelings  of  every  individual 
throughout  the  country ;  and,  in  the  se* 
cond  place,  to  inflict  a  punishment,  not 
on  those  who  gave  us  cause  of  complaint, 
but  those  who  bad  shewn  some  disposition 
of  amity  to  this  country.  We  had  de- 
manded from  them  the  establishment  of 
a  barrier  of  an  independent  Indian  coun- 
try between  Canada  and  the  United  States. 
Were  they  studiously  to  labour  to  devise  a 
topic  calculated  to  excite  universal  irrita- 
tion against  us,  and  to  carry  terror  and 
alarm  home  to  every  cottage  of  ihm 
United  States,  they  could  have  hit  on  no- 
thing more  successful  than  the  establish- 
ment of  an  independent  Indian  territory  ; 
and  that  neither  the  United  States  nor 
Great  Britain  should  have  power  to  pur- 
chase, but  that  any  other  state  might. 
Was  it  meant  by  this  that  France  should 
have  a  power  to  make  purchase  there  ) 
Or  was  it  meant  to  place  Spain  in  that 
situation  ?  That  independent  country,  as 
it  was  called,  would  be  a  mere  refuge  for 
outlaws  and  robbers,  and  would  be  pro* 
ductive  of  as  much  inconvenience  to  Ca- 
nada as  to  the  United  States.  The 
next  demand  was  to  give  us  a  com- 
plete command  of  the  waters.  There  was 
also  a  water  barrier  between  us  and 
France ;  and  how  wonldMt  be  received  if 
the  command  of  this  water  barrier  were 
asked  to  be  given  to  this  country  ?  This 
power  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  the 
power  of  making  an*  irruption  into  other 
countries  at  pleasure.  But  all  this  was  not 
enough,  unless  we  sought  also  out  the  state 
most  friendly  to  us,  and  reouired  from 
them,  as  the  reward  of  their  friendly  di^ 
positions,  the  cession  of  part  of  their  terri- 
tories. Could  there  be  found  a  man  oat 
of  the  Circle  of  those  who  made  these  pro- 
positions, who  for  a  moment  would  doubt 
as  to  the  effect  which  they  must  necessa- 
rily have  produced  ?    Bat  all  this  wu  nol 
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etriDg  of  the  fisheries^  e  subject  in  which 
the  interests  of  this  country  were  not  oon- 
oeroed»  and  the  stating  of  which  could 
only  liave  the  effect  of  unititog  against  us 
every  remnant  of  the  American  popnla* 
lion.  Such  were  the  propositions  which 
had  been  made  on  the  part  of  this  go- 
▼ernmeht,  and  which  had  compteteiy 
changed  the  nature  of  the  war.  He  had 
considered  America  as  the  aggressor,  at 
the  period  when  war  was  declared.  Boi 
those  propositions  argued  such  impolicy, 
were  so  inexpedient,  and  so  contrary  to 
€Yery  thing  like  the  true  interests  of 
Great  Britain,  that  he  should  consider  him- 
self as  grossly  neglecting  his  doty  if  he 
Allowed  parliament  to  adjourn  without  de- 
claring, that  the  publication  by  America 
of  those  documents  had,  in  his  mind,  to- 
tally changed  the  nature  of  the  war ;  and 
that  until  those  documents  were  contra- 
dicted, or  the  grounds  taken  op  by  ns 
were  abandoned,  it  was  impossible  for 
him  any  longer  to  give  his  support  to  a 
war  which  was  not  carried  on  for  our  ma- 
ritime rights,  but  for  purposes  of  conquest 
and  aggrandisement.  On  all  these  grounds^ 
he  gave  his  decided  opposition  to  the  mo- 
tion for  adjournment. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  felt  that 
the  speech  of  the  noble  lord  called  for 
some  observation,  and  he  was  most  anxious 
to  notice  the  several  topics  to  which  the 
noble  lord  had  alluded ;  but  he  felt  at 
the  same  time,  that  consistently  with  his 
public  duty,  he  could  not,  upon  some  of 
these  topics*  enter  into  any  detail.  As 
lo  the  adjournment,  there  was  nothing  in 
it  unusual,  and  noble  lordi  most  be 
aware  that  it  had  not  been  the  practice  to 
assembly  parliament  until  lale  in  January ; 
BO  that,  in  tact,  the  recefts  now  moved  for, 
went  but  veiy  little  beyond  the  usual  pe- 
riod of  the  meeting  of  parliament.  As  to 
any  motives  of  personal  convenience,  he 
should  have  been  ashamed  to  have  moved 
an  adjoornmeni  upon  any  such  ground. 
The  fact  was,  that  it  was  for  general  con- 
Teoietice,  and  for  the  public  advantage, 
that  discussions  upon  questions  of  impori^ 
ance  should  lake  place  at  a  period  when 
there  was  ilie  fulkst  attendance  in  parlia* 
aeent;  There  were  other  reasons,  how- 
ever, at  the  present  moment,  which  ope* 
rated  to  render  it  useful  that  such  an  ad<» 
joornment  should  take  place,  because  at 
the  period  when  parliament  again  assem- 
bled, those  questions  of  imporunce  to 
which  the  DoMe  lord  had  alladed  could 


sent  time,  no  advanuge  whatever  coold 
arise  from  debating  them.     It  was  un- 
doubtedly true,  that  upon  those  questions 
the  opinion  of  parliament  ought  at  seme 
time  to  be  pronounced ;  Init  it  was  equally 
true,  that  the  present  was  not  that  tioM. 
The  same  reasoning  applied  to  the  topics 
alluded  to  by  the  noble  baron  regarding 
our  internal  situation,  as  that  could  only 
be  properly  regulated  when  the  position 
of  our  external  relations  was  distinctly 
and  definitely  ascertained*     Thus,  with 
regard  to  the  agriculture  of  the  country, 
he  agreed  with  the  noble  lord,  that  a  deci* 
sion  ought  to  be  come  to  one  way  or  the 
other;  but  it  coold  not  be  arrived  at  without 
much  deliberation,  as  applying  to  other 
considerations    that  could    not    now   be 
brought  into  view.    With  respect  to  the 
currency  of  the  country,  he  was  satisfied, 
however,  on  this  head,  not  only  that  it 
.would  be  found  that  the  measures  relative 
to  this  subject  had  not  produced  any  inju- 
rious effect,  or  any  depreciation,  as  alleged 
by  the  noble  lord ;    not  only  that  they 
had  produced  no  injury  to  any  one,  but 
that  ihey  had  been  the  means  of  bringing 
us  through  the  great  contest  vrtth  trium** 
phant  success,  and  had  worked  the  salva* 
tion  of  the  country.     He  admitted  that  a 
measure  of  this  nature  was  only  one  of 
necessity,  and  in  the  first  resort  to  it,  it 
might  well  appal  the  minds  of  men  who 
looked  to  its  consequences;   but  he  con* 
tended,  that  nothing  more  strongly  evinced 
the  firmness  and  magnanimity  of  the  great 
statesman  who  first  adopted  the  restric- 
tion  upon  cash  payments  at  the  Bank, 
than  his  incurring  all  the  risk,  and  all  the 
odium  attendant  upon   such  a  measure, 
from  the  conviction   in    his  own  breast 
that  it  would  (as  turned  out  to  be  the  case) 
powerfully  contribute  to  the  salvation  of 
the   country.      The    noble    baron,  *with 
others,  had  originally  agreed  to  the  adoptioQ 
of  this  measure;  and  he  (lord  Liverpool) 
contended,  admitting  that  it  was  only  a 
measure  of  necessitv,  still  that  a  discussion 
upon  the  subject  could  not  be  opened  with 
any  advantage  until  the  external  relations 
of  the  country  were  definitively  arranged. 
With  regard  to  the  finances  of  the  coun- 
try, be  felt,  as  it  was  his  peculiar  duty  to 
feel,  deeply  the  importance  of  the  sab* 
ject :  he  felt  aUo  the  necessity  of  econom^r 
so  far  as  was  consistent  with  the  Fafety  of 
the  coiratry ;  but  it  must  be  obvious  that 
this  subject  could  not,  in  its  difierent  rela* 
tiooa,  be  advantageowly  difcossed  at  thw 
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present  period.  As  to  what  the  noble 
baron  bad  said  with  regard  to  the  force 
maintained  by  as  upon  the  continent^  he 
felt  a  difficulty  in  replying  to  it  on  ac- 
count of  the  pending  negociations ;  but 
he  would  repel  the  charge  of  that  force 
being  employed  in  aggrandizing  some 
powers  and  oppressing  others ;  and  though 
he  could  not  enter  into  any  detail  upon 
the  subject,  he  would  say,  that  that  force 
was  employed  for  objects  essentially  Bri- 
tish, for  objects  that  had  been  considered 
British  by  every  statesman  that  bad  ever 
looked  to  them,  and  for  objects  that  were 
ultimately  connected  with  the  best  inte- 
rests of  this  country.  With  regard  to  the 
American  negociation  he  could  not  an- 
awer  the  noble  lord,  without  going  into  a 
detail  that  would  be  obviously  improper 
during  a  pending  negociation.  It  would 
be  <Tident,  |)owe?er,  that  considerations 
derived  from  a  partial  publication  of  do- 
cuments during  the  pendency  of  a  nego- 
ciation. could  not  apply  to  the  scope  or 
details  of  that  negociation  with  any  accu* 
racy  or  truth.  This,  however,  he  would 
say,  repelling  the  charge  of  the  noble 
lord,  that  the  war  with  America  was  not 
cariied  on  for  any  purposes  of  conquest 
or  aggrandizement ;  and  he  was  satisfied, 
that  when  the  time  came,  there  would  be 
found  a  complete  justification  of  the  con* 
duct  of  government  upon  these  points. 

The  Duke  of  Sussejr  said,  he  was  happy  to 
find  by  the  noble  earl''B concluding  declara- 
tion, that  there  was  no  idea  of  aggrandize- 
menl  mingling  with  the  councils  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's government:  but  as  that  noble  lord 
bad  refused  to  give  information  to  the 
Housci  it  was  still  their  duty  to  require  it, 
and  let  their  opinions  stand  on  record  to 
the  extent  of  the  information  which  they 
had.  He  remembered  it  to  have  been 
aaid  in  the  Speech  from  the  throne,  that 
particular  circumstances  had  delayed  the 
meeting  of  the  Congress.  On  looking 
over  the  treaties  which  had  already  trans- 
pired, he  had  found  that,  by  that  of  the 
SOth  of  May,  the  settlements  on  the  coast 
of  Africa  were  to  be  delivered  up  within 
three  months,  and  those  to  the  east  of  the 
Cape  in  six.  Those  settlements,  then, 
would  have  been  all  sarrendered  before 
the  assembling  of  Congress.  Thus  much 
was  at  least  information  which  they  could 
obtain  for  themselves.  In  going  over  the 
different  treaties  previous  to  that  of  Paris, 
he  found  that  when  Goadaloupe  was  given 
to  Sweden,  by  (he  fourth  additional  article 
of  the  Swedish  treaty  it  was  stipulated 


that  the  slave  trade  should  not  be  recom- 
menced in  that  island,  and  an  observation 
of  the  Swedish  government  made  apon  ii, 
that  there  was  the  less  difficulty  in  com- 
plying with  that  article,  as  the  kingdom 
was  not  in  the  habits  of  that  traffic.    Bot, 
by  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  he 
found  the  island  g^ven  up,  and  no  stipa- 
lation   against    the  trade.      Surely    thia 
ought  to  have  made  the  matter  of  a  strict 
article  in  the  latter  case  as  in  the  former. 
He  found  by  the  same  treaty,  Guiana 
restored  to  France.    Their  lordships  would 
remember  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  the 
long  discussions  which  then  took  place 
upon  the    subject.     He  hoped  that  the 
interest  which  so  closely  united  the  court 
of  Brazil  to  this  country  would  suffer  no 
injury,  and  that  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht  on  that  point  would  be 
kept  in  mind.     With  respect  to  Naples, 
he  hoped  we  should  not  forget  an  old  ally, 
nor  suffer  the  same  excuse  of  prior  arrange- 
ments, as  in  the  case  of  Norway,  to  make 
us  coincide  in,  and  sanction  the  seizure  of 
the  richest  jewel  of  the  crown  of  an  ally. 
Next,  as  to  Poland  and  Saxony.     Poland 
was  always  dear  to  his  recollections  ;  be 
was  anxious  for  her  restoration  to  her  rank 
among  nations.      We   had  at  least  one 
claim  to  merit  and  influence  on  this  occa- 
sion ;  we  bad  never,  openly  at  least,  sane* 
tinned    her    partition.      This    had  been 
allowed  by  even  our  enemies.    When  that 
mail  who  was  now  removed  for  the  peace 
of  the  world,  had  gone  into  Poland,  boast* 
ing  that  France  had  never  given  her  sane* 
tion  to  that  iniquitous  act,  he  admitted  that 
England  too  had  been,  of  all  the  other 
nations,  tb^  freest  from  that  imputation. 
He    wished   it  were    possible    to  recall 
amongst  the  sovereigns  now  assembled  at 
Vienna,  the  immortal  Sobicski,  to  remind 
them  of  the  services  he  once  rendered  at 
the  head  of  a  Polish  army  in  relieving  that 
capital,  and  driving  from   the  Austrian 
territories  a  Turkish  invsding  force;  for 
sorely 'Such  a  recollection  would  decide 
the  question,  and  Poland  would  be  ren* 
dered  free  and  independent.  As  to  Saxony, 
he  hoped  that  no  usurpation  would  take 
place  there,  and  that  the  people  would 
not  be  turned  over  to  a  stranger  without 
their  own  consent    On  these  points  he 
would  not  trouble  the  House  farther.    The 
noble  earl  had  promised  to  throw  addi* 
tional  knowledge  on  their  discussion  when 
they  met  again:    but  unless  that  noble 
lord's  health  was  better  than  his  own,  he 
might  not  be  enabled  to  meet  their  lord* 
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ship«»  and  he  was  aoxioas  to  give  hit  len- 
liiDents  even  briefly  as  be  did  now,  at  be 
might  not  be  enabled  to  offer  tbem  at  any 
future  time. 

The  £arl  of  Dcnaughmore  begged  leave 
to  recall  the  attention  of  their  lordthips  to 
the  argomenU  of  hii  noble  friend  (lord 
Grenville).  After  a  sitting  of  about  three 
weeks,  an  adjournment  for  upwards  of 
two  months  was  mo? ed  by  the  first  minis- 
ter. His  noble  friend  had  stated  strong 
reasons,  and  three  among  the  four  were 
really  of  such  a  nature  that  he  wondered 
bow  any  objection  could  be  made  to  them 
in  that  House.  The  expedient  of  the 
minister  was  ingenious.  When  supplies 
were  to  be  voted,  parliament  could  not 
attend  to  those  important  subjects ;  and 
when  the  supplies  were  voted,  parliament 
could  not  be  detained ;  so  that  in  either 
case  three  great  objects  must  be  postponed, 
and  in  no  case  was  there  any  hope  that 
they  would  be  brought  to  issue.  His  noble 
friend  had  alluded  to  the  agriculture 
of  the  country;  but  the  minuter  could 
mind  nothing  but  taxation.  He  would 
not  even  give  the  people  the  satisfaction 
of  putting  them  in  a  condition  in  which 
they  might  be  taxed  with  advantage;  and 
though  bis  great  object  was  to  draw  upon 
them,  he  overlooked  the  protection  of 
those  sources  from  which  alone  his  demands 
could  be  supplied.  As  to  America,  he 
deferred  that  question  until  the  Congress 
of  Vienna  had  done  deliberating.  Every 
other  topic  was  disposed  of  in  the  same 
way.  The  minister  said,  wait  for  the 
Congress  of  Vienna;  we  most  not  divulge, 
we  must  not  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag, 
and  therefore  yon  must  wait.  He  never 
knew  till  this  night  that  such  an  argument 
would  serve  for  a  general  answer  to  every 
inquiry  that  could  be  made,  and  every 
subject  that  could  be  mentioned.  His 
noble  friend  bad  said,  that  the  present  was 
a  good  time  to  consider  the  state  of  our 
agriculture.  The  noble  lord  replied, 
wait  for  the  deliberations  of  the  Congress. 
His  noble  friend  required  that  they  should 
examine  into  the  finance,  and  again  ex- 
claimed  the  noble  earl,  *'  O !  wait  for  the 
Congross— let  us  see  what  will  be  done 
there,  before  we  can  know  what  we  ought 
to  do.''  But  perhaps  the  answer  meant 
more  thai»  it  might  seem  to  convey : 
perhaps  it  implied  a  doubt,  whether  the 
Congress  would  finish  its  lahours  by  peace 
or  by  war ;  for  how  could  its  deliberations 
by  possibility  apply  to  those  purely  do- 
mestic arrangements,  except  by  the  in* 


fluenee  of  hostile  or  pacific  relatione? 
The  answer  was  so  preposterous,  that  he 
wondered  how  the  noble  earl  could  bavo 
ventured  it,  unless,  takine  his  example 
from  another  place,  he  wished  to  imitate 
those  who  were  puzzled,  not  by  answer* 
ing  the  questions  pot  by  others,  but  those 
which  were  pot  by  themselves.  The 
noble  earl's  reply  might  have  referred  to 
something  passing  in  bis  own  mind,  but  it 
had  no  reference  whatever  to  what  fell 
from  his  noble  friend.  As  he  had  already 
stated,  the  noble  earl  thought  no  btisinesa 
worth  his  attention  but  taxation.  Tbe 
moment  the  supplies  were  passed,  the 
candles  were  put  out,  the  House  was  aban- 
doned to  darkness,  and  looked  more  like 
an  Inquisition  than  a  House  of  Parlia* 
ment.  All  other  Bills  passed  ntb  mUntio, 
and  the  day  in  which  bo  money  wae 
voted,  no  business  was  understood  to  be 
done.    The  noble  earl  had  said,  that  the 

f present  adjournment  exceeded  but  by  a 
ittle  the  usual  adjournment  at  this  period 
of  the  year.  But,  could  the  noble  earl 
state  any  period  in  which  there  were  the 
same  reasons  against  adjourning  ?  Had  he, 
either  in  his  reading  or  in  his  experience, 
ever  marked  that  time  when  the  conjuoc* 
ture  wu  so  pressing  as  at  the  present 
moment  ?  Perhaps  it  was  xot  to  be  re* 
garded  extraordinary,  that  those  who 
were  legislating  for  the  whole  worM, 
should  find  it  inconvenient  to  descend  to 
humbler  topics.  However,  as  their  con* 
corns  were  so  weighty,  it  appeared  to  him 
to  furnish  an  additional  argument  whv 
parliament  should  be  kept  near  at  band, 
that  they  might  have  frequent  opportu- 
nities of  listening  to  the  admonitions  of 
his  noble  friend,  that  great  and  expe- 
rienced member  of  parliament  and  diplo* 
matic  man.  For  every  reason  he  should 
oppose  the  adjournment.  When  he  heard 
of  the  projected  dismemberment  of  Saxony, 
and  the  transfer  of  allegiance  from  one 
government  to  another,  ne  could  not  but 
wish  for  the  wholesome  interposition  of 
parliament  When  he  heard  that  the 
king  of  Saxony  was  to  be  dethroned,  de- 
prived of  his  territory  and  erased  from  the 
calendar,  he  could  not  but  wish  that  par- 
liament might  be  near,  to  check  the  pro- 
ceedings of  ministers,  while  they  were  yet 
unaccomplished.  They  knew  enough  of 
the  negociations  to  think  that,  if  govern- 
ment acted  with  prudence  and  integrity, 
and  avoided  the  contagion  of  intoxicating 
projects  of  aggrandizement,  much  might 
yet  be  done ;  but  if,  instead  of  settling  the 
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peace  of  Europe  on  permanent  foandetions, 
they  proceeded  to  remoye  ihe  land 'marks 
by  which  atatea  were  separaled  and  dia- 
lingttished  and  the  balance  of  power  pre- 
served, our  great  military  establishments 
would  go  on  increasing,  our  expenses 
would  continue  to  accumulate,  and  the 
overburthened  shoulders  of  the  ministers 
would  collect  additional  pressure  and 
additional  responsibility  at  every  step  of 
their  progress.  How  it  might  be  under 
other  circumstances  he  could  not  say; 
but,  in  the  present  instance,  the  adjourn- 
ment was  too  long  to  be  defended  by  such 
arguments  as  the  noble  earl  had  adduced 
in  its  BupporL 

The  question  was  then  pot,  and  carried ; 
.  and  the  House  adjourned  to  the  9th  of 
Febrnary, 
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Thursday,  December  I. 

Insolvent  Dbbtobs  Act.J  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant BeK,  in  moving  for  sundry  papers 
and  returns  to  shew  the  effect  and  ten- 
dency of  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Act,  said 
he  could  not  but  observe,  that  his  opinion 
still  was  most  unfavourable  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Act.  Nothing  that  bo  had 
Been,  nothing  that  he  had  heard,  had  altered 
his  sentiments  on  the  subject;  but  cer- 
tainly in  any  thing  that  he  might  think  it 
right  hereafter  to  propose,  his  first  and 
general  object  would  be  to  relieve  and 
alleviate  the  distresses  of  the  unfortunate. 
He  then  moved,  **  That  there  be  laid  before 
the  House,  I.  An  account  of  the  number 
of  prisoners  for  debt  in  the  King's-bench 
mnd  Fleet  prisons,  on  the  10th  of  July  1S12. 
2.  An  account  of  the  number  of  prisoners 
for  debt  in  the  King's-bench  and  Fleet 
prisons,  on  the  10th  of  July  1813.  3.  A 
monthly  account  of  the  number  of  pri- 
soners committed  to  the  same  prisons 
every  month,  from  the  1st  of  January 
1813,  to  the  ]8t  of  December  1814.  4. 
An  account  of  the  number  of  prisoners 
discharged  from  the  said  prisons  under  the 
Act  of  53  Geo.  3,  c.  102.  5.  An  account 
of  the  number  of  prisoners  for  debt  in  the 
aame  prisons  on  the  Ist  of  December  1814. 
6.  An  account  of  the  names,  trades,  and 
descriptions,  of  the  several  persons  who 
have  applied  to  be  discharged,  under  the 
acts  of  parliament  of  the  53d  and  54th 
years  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign,  for 
the  Relief  of  Insolvent  Debtors  in  England, 
with  the  amount  of  the  debts  for  which 
they  were  arrested|  and  also  the  whole 
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sums  due  and  owing  by  them  respectively  $ 
distinguishing  such  of  the  said  debtors  sis 
have  been  remanded  and  afterwards  dis* 
charged,  and  those  who  have  been  finally 
remanded.'' 

Mr*  Alderman  Aikms  said,  that  without 
questioning  the  policy  of  the  Bill,  be 
thought  it  required  much  amendment ;  for 
he  had  heard  of  instances,  where  a  man 
who  owed  thousands  contrived  to  get 
arrested  for  lOOL^  and  then,  by  a  three 
months  imprisonment,  of  course  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  rid  of  the  whole.  The 
injustice  of  a  law  which  so  operatedi  he 
thought  must  be  obvious. 

Mr.  Lockhan  fel^  that  the  Act  was  as 
yet  extremely  defective,  and  he  therefore 
now  gave  notice,  that  soon  after  the  recess 
he  should  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  amend  that  Act. 

Mr.  Homer  expressed  how  much  he  re* 
gretted  to  learn  that  the  bon.  and  learned 
Serjeant  still  remained  of  his  original  opi« 
nion,  that  the  Act  was  contrary  to  sound 
policy;  for  he  (Mr.  Horner)  felt  assured, 
that  the  wisdom  of  the  Act  was  every  day 
becoming  more  and  more  prominent.  The 
objection  which  had  been  made,  and  was 
making  to  that  measure,  was  perfectly 
natural,  and  what  every  one  must  have  ex* 
pected,  when  it  was  remembered  on  what 
loose  principles  persons  in  this  country, 
especially  aboutthe  metropolis,  gave  credit 
to  those  who  chose  to  become  purchasers. 
Unless  that  indiscreet  mode  of  giving 
credit  should  be  altered,  the  Act  might 
work  individual  mischief  and  disappoint^ 
ment;  but  as  the  mode  of  giving  credit 
on  such  a  principle  was  avowtdly  con« 
damned,  surely  that  legislative  proceeding 
which  would  effect  a  reform  in  the  mode 
of  managing  credit,  would  be  b  great 
national  advantage.  The  very  dissaiisf ac- 
tion which  had  been  expressed  by  a  nu- 
merous body  of  tradesmen,  was  a  proof  of 
the  efficacy  of  the  measure ;  fur  one  of  its 
objects  had  been  to  destroy  that  indiscreet 
credit  which  tradesmen  were  too  much 
accustomed  to  give:  those  creditors  noW 
suftered  the  consequences  of  their  oitn  in« 
discretion,  and  imputed  to  the  Act  what 
was  the  efiect  of  their  own  folly.  He  .wts 
convinced  of  the  great  benefits  that  would 
result  from  the  Bill,  if  its  leading  principle 
should  be  boldly  supported  in  that  Hoase . 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beu  allowed,  that  it  might 
be  just  to  punish  the  careless  creditor; 
but  it  would  be  also  ri^ht  to  protect  those 
tradesmen  who  must  either  trust  or  lose 
tbtir  bnsiness-^The  paposwere  ordeied* 
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AsfizB  OP  BaKAD.3  Mr.  Alderman 
moved,  that  the  Bill  for  repealing 
the  sundry  Acts  imposing  regulations  to 
fix  the  price  of  bread  bv  assize^  be  read  a 
second  time»  again  intimating  that,  after 
the  recess,  he  should  mo?e  for  a  committee 
of  inquiry  on  the  subject  of  those  Acts, 
previously  to  moving  the  ulterior  stages 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Prankland  Lewis  hoped,  on  a  sub- 
ject of  so  much  importance,  and  where 
the  people  had  been  accustomed  now  for 
about  600  years  to  the  regulations  estab* 
lished  by  king  John,  that  the  House  would 
proceed  with  the  greatest  caution ;  for  to 
interfere  with  the  price  of  provisions  was 
the  most  feverish  of  all  subjects  to  which 
the  legislature  could  turn  its  attention,  and 
one  respecting  which  the  minds  of  the 
people  were  most  alive.  But  he  could 
not  see  the  necessity  or  policy  of  this 
Bill,  which  went  to  sweep  away  all  exist* 
ing  regulations.  As  it  was  not  imperative 
on  the  first  magistrate  of  the  city  of  Lon- 
don to  settle  the  aisize  of  bread,  from  an 
examination  of  the  prices  of  com  and 
flour,  would  it  not  be  much  better  to  try 
the  experiment  of  sufiering  the  price  of 
bread  to  find  ita  own  level  without  fixing 
•ay  assise,  instead  of  trying  it*  ro  far  as 
10  abolish  m  Mo  those  regulations  which 
had  existed  for  so  many  nundred  years  ^ 
The  law  not  compelling  the  first  magis^ 
traie  to  fix  an  assiae,  there  was  no  necea* 
sity  for  abolishing  thjit  law  to  gain  the 
advantage  of  trying  the  experiment  It 
being  admitted  on  all  hands  bow  very 
careful  the  legislative  power  ought  to  be 
in  its  interference  with  the  price  of  pro- 
▼ision,  as  there  was  nothing  so  calculated 
to  influence  the  public  mind,  he  was  sure 
that  the  House  would  pause  before  it  ac« 
quiesced  in  the  proposition  to  abolish  a 
regulation,  which,  in  time  of  scarcity,  he 
believed,  had  often  preserved  inlernal 
tranquillity. 

The  Speaker  here  observed,  that  the 
motion  could  not  be  pot  that  day;  for 
although  the  Bill  was  a  ^neasure  of  great 
magnitude,  it  was  still  a  private  Bill,  being 
of  local  operation ;  and,  like  all  other  pri- 
vate bills,  a  notice  must  be  given  before 
it  could  be  moved  any  stage,  which  had 
not  been  in  the  present  instance. 

The  motion  was  of  course  postponed. 

MiLiTiA.3  Mr.  Peneonby  wished  to 
know  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  mi- 
nisters to  disembody  the  militia  previous 
to  the  next  meeting  of  parliament  i 


The  Ckmicellar  of  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  he  could  give  no  other  answer  than 
that  they  would  be  disembodied  as  soon 
as  possible,  but  when  that  woufd  be  he 
could  not  tell. 

Mr.  PonsoHhjf  rejoined»  that  if  it  did  not 
take  place  before  the  next  meeting  of  par- 
liament, a  motion  from  his  side  of  the 
House  would  be  made  on  the  subject. 

SrAiN.3  Mr.  Barmg  inquired  the 
reason,  why  certain  papers  relative  to 
Spain,  which  were  called  for,  had  not  yet 
been  laid  on  the  table  ?  He  would  take 
that  opportunity  of  asking,  whether  any, 
and  what  sums,  had  been  advanced  by 
way  of  loan  to  the  court  of  Spain,  since 
the  restoration  of  Ferdinand  } 

The  Chmeelhr  qf  the  Erditqmr  replied, 
that  the  order  for  the  production  of  those 
papers  had  been  regularly  transmitted; 
but  their  speedy  delivery  was  prevented 
by  the  necessity  of  referring  to  a  Test 
number  of  documents  in  the  Audit  Office. 
They  would,  however,  he  hoped,  be 
ready  before  the  next  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment. With  respect  lo  the  last  question 
of  the  hon.  gentleman,  be  had  to  reply, 
that  no  advances  whatever,  by  way  of 
loan,  hadt)een  made  to  the  court  of  Spain. 

Mr.  IFAtl^rved  asked,  whether  an  oTkt 
of  an  advance  «f  money  had  not  been 
made,  either  in  writing  or  verbally,  by 
this  court  to  the  court  of  Madrid,  since 
the  period  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  al- 
liance } 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exeheqtier  said,  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  answer  tbia 
question  without  making  disclosures  in- 
convenient to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  WhUbread  next  asked,  whether  the 
government  had  any  knowledge  of  a  paper 
delivered  by  the  duke  of  Wellington  to 
the  minister  of  Ferdinand,  after  his  arrival 
at  Madrid  ? 

No  answer  was  at  first  given ;  but  the 
question  being  repeated,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  said,  that  be  could  give 
none  that  would  be  consistent  witb  public 
policy. 

Princess  CHAaLorrs  op  Wales.}  Mr. 
IT.  Mortm  inquired,  whether  the  sun 
allowed  for  the  establishment  of  the 
Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales,  which  had 
been  fixed  when  her  Royal  Highness  waa 
only  ten  years  of  age,  had  been  ang* 
mented  since  that  period  ? 

The  Chtmcellor  qf  the  BxchMier  replied, 
that  the  establishment  of  her  Koyal  High- 
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ness  had  been  formed  in  the  year  1806^ 
bat  that  it  had  not  been  continued  nince 
the  Princess  Charlotte  had  been  taken  into 
the  family  of  her  royal  father. 

Mr.  Brand  wished  to  know  whether  he 
understood  the  right  hon.  frentleman  dis- 
tinctly, that  on  the  entrance  of  the  Prin- 
cess Charlotte  into  the  family  of  the  Re* 
gent,  the  income  allowed  for  her  estab- 
lishment had  been  merged  in  that  of  her 
father  ?  He  observed,  that  in  the  public 
accounts  7,0001.  was  charged  upon  the 
consolidated  fund,  and  he  wished  to  be 
informed  in  what  way  it  was  applied  ? 

The  Chancellor  tf  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
he  had  not  been  comprehended,  if  it  were 
understood  that  he  stated,  that  the  income 
of  the  Princess  Charlotte  was  merged  in 
the  general  account  of  the  ci?il  list. 
What  he  had  observed  was,  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Princess  now  formed  a  part 
of  those  of  the  Prince  Regent.  The  sum 
continued  to  be  issued  for  her  Royal  High- 
ness. 

Mr.  Brand  wished  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  explain,  whether  the  sum  of 
IfiOOL  a  year  was  paid  as  applicable  to 
and  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  her 
Royal  Highness.  By  whom  was  the  dis> 
charge  given  ? 

The  Chancellor  ofthi  Exchequer  said,  that 
the  money  was  issued  to  the  treasurer  of 
her  Royal  Highness. 

SaiiB  of  Frigatbs.]  Mr.  Whiihread 
asked  the  hon.  secretary  for  the  Admiraltv, 
whether  it  was  true  that  two  frigates,  lately 
sent  out  in  frames  to  America,  namely, 
the  Prompte  and  the  Psyche,  had  been 
sold  ;  and  would  there  be  any  objection 
to  the  production  of  any  correspondence 
which  the  Admiralty  may  have  had  on 
this  subject  ? 

Mr.  Croker  replied,  that  there  was  no 
foundation  whatever  for  such  a  rumour ; 
there  did  not  exist  the  slightest  colour  for 
the  notion  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
seemed  to  entertain ;  of  course,  the  Ad- 
miralty had  no  correspondence  relative  to 
a  point  which  never  had  existence.  One 
of  the  two  frigates  sent  out  in  frames  had 
been  sent  up  to  the  lakes,  he  did  not  know 
which  of  them,  for  the  commander  there 
was  authorized  to  affix  to  either  the  names 
alluded  to^ 

Mr.  Whiibread  wished  to  know  whether 
there  would  be  any  objection  to  the  pro- 
duction of  any  documents  upon  this  point, 
if  the  Admiralty  were  in  posteision  of 
them? 


Mr.  Croker  said,  certamly  not ;  if  the 
hon.  gentleman  prefer  red  his  information 
to  mine,  it  was  fit  be  should  persevere  in 
his  purpose. 

Mr.  Wiiubread  did  not  mean  to  dispa- 
rage the  hon.  secretary's  information ;  but 
he  would  prefer  official  documents  to  any 
assertions,  howefer  respectable. 

Sir  James  Duff]  Mr.  Whitbread  was 
anxious  to  know  whether  ministers  had 
instituted  any  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
sir  James  DuiT,  at  Cadiz? 

Tbe  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  answer- 
ed, that  such  inquiries  had  been  instituted 
by  the  proper  department. 

Conduct  of  the  War  in  Ambrica.] 
In  pursuance  of  the  notice  he  had  given, 

Mr.  Homer  rose,  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  forward  his  motion  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  the  naval  war  against  the 
United  States.  It  was  not  bis  intention, 
he  said,  to  enter  into  any  discussion  of 
the  propriety  of  commencing  hostilities, 
nor  of  the  justice  of  our  demands,  since  it 
was  generally  admitted,  that  upon  the 
question  of  the  maritime  rights  of  Great 
Britain,  the  Americans  were  the  aggret* 
sors.  Neither  did  he  propose  to  revert  to 
the  recent  publication  of  the  documents 
relative  to  the  negociations  at  Ghent,  since 
a  day  would  arrive  when  a  most  important 
decision  would  be  taken  of  the  whole  sub* 
ject.  The  object  of  his  motion  lay  clear 
of  both  these  considerations,  since  what- 
ever diffisrences  might  exist  as  to  the 
declaration  of  war,  or  as  to  the  mode  of 
bringing  it  to  a  close,  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  conduct  of  government  in 
their  mode  of  prosecuting  it  was  a  question 
of  the  deepest  interest.  There  were  two 
points  in  which  it  was  to  be  viewed,  mili* 
tary  and  naval;  and  the  latter,  to  which 
his  motion  more  particularly  referred, 
again  divided  itself  into  two  heads:  1. 
what  related  to  the  conduct  of  the  war  on 
the  high  sea,  the  maritime  war,  properly 
•o  called :'  2.  what  referred  to  the  conduct 
of  the  war  on  the  fresh-water  lakes. 
Subordinate  to  these  was  a  third  considera- 
tion of  the  degree  of  protection  that  had 
been  aflfbrded  to  the  trade  of  ihe  country. 

With  regard  to  the  maritime  war,  it  had 
long  been,  and  was  still  a  matter  of  aur^ 
prise  to  the  whole  nation,  that,  with  the 
immense  naval  strength  and  hi^  naval 
character  we  possessed,  there  yet  seemed 
to  be  a  balance  of  power  between  the 
shipping  of  Great  Britain  and  America: 
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few  would  deny  that  ihe  astonisbment 
was  at  fir&t  well  foaiided,  when  gOTern- 
oient  bad»  long  before  the  declaration,  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  the  different  nature 
of  the  American  na^y,  and  of  the  change 
of  system  that  was  required  on  oar  part  to 
niaet  it.  Supposing,  however,  that  mi- 
nisters had  obtained  no  intelligence  upon 
the  subject,  time  enough  had  surely  since 
elapsed  to  enable  them  to  complete  and 
bring  into  service  the  necessary  improve- 
inents.  It  had  been  in  some  degree  ex* 
plained  why  we,  in  the  commencement, 
sustained  so  many  defeats ;  but  the  com- 
plaint of  the  country  was,  first,  that  those 
defeats  ought  to  have  been  foreseen  and 
provided  against ;  and  next,  that  having 
been  sustained,  no  effectual  means  had 
been  taken  to  retrieve  the  tarnished  lustre 
of  our  character.  It  was  a  common  re- 
mark, that  all  our  defeats  had  been  occa- 
sioned nearly  by  the  same  circumstances ; 
however  great  the  valour  and  hardihood 
of  oar  men,  the  rigging  was  cut,  the  masts 
were  carried  away,  and  the  vessel  being 
disabled,  was  compelled  to  yield.  Whe- 
ther this  unaccountable  backwardness  to 
remedy  the  evil  arose  from  the  reluctance 
of  our  establishments  to  travel  oat  of  the 
beaten  track  in  which  they  had  plodded, 
whether  with  them  it  had  become  a  matter 
of  faith  to  make  no  alteration  in  their 
ancient  system,  would  remain  for  gentle- 
men opposite  to  explain.  The  fact  was 
not  to  be  denied.  It  had  been  said,  and 
would  doubtless  be  repeated,  that  steps 
had  been  taken  to  make  such  changes  as 
were  required  in  our  ships,  by  cutting 
down  seventy-fours,  and  by  building 
others  more  suited  to  the  peculiar  nature 
of  the  warfare ;  but  parliament  ought  to 
have  some  distinct  information  upon  the 
subject;  and  for  this  purpose,  he  had 
framed  a  motion  to  bring  the  necessary 
intelligence  before  the  House,  in  which  he 
should  be  glad  of  any  alterations  that 
gentlemen  might  deem  expedient,  for  the 
sake  of  not  making  unnecessary  disclo- 
sures to  the  enemy.  It  ought  to  be  proved, 
that  the  activity  long  since  promised  had 
been  evinced ;  but  he  feared  that  the  great 
error  of  this  government  bad  been  to 
under-valoe  and  under- calculate  the  force 
of  the  Americans,  which  had  been  the 
origin  of  the  procrastination  and  care- 
lessness evinced  in  the  various  departments 
connected  with  the  war. 

The  next  subject,  though  of  minor  im- 
porunce,  was  the  protection  which  had 
or  had  not  been  afforded  lo  the  tntde  of 
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this  country.  He  was  ready  to  allow^ 
that  all  the  complaints  heard  upon  this 
subject  were  not  well-founded ;  but  be 
was  perfectly  assured  that  so  uniform,  and 
so  long-continued  a  complaint,  could  not 
be  without  some  solid  foundation.  They 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  pass  unno- 
ticed by  the  House,  if  unremedied  by  the 
government;  and  another  motion  which 
be  should  offer,  would  be  to  bring  forward 
a  statement  of  the  representations  made 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  to  ministers^ 
and  even  to  the  Prince  Regent  himself; 
for  of  such  magnitude  was  the  subject, 
and  so  urgent  were  the  demands,  that 
they  were  even  carried  to  the  foot  of  ihe 
throne. 

He  now  came  to  the  most  importani 
part  of  this  question,  on  which  the  heaviest 
charges  against  ministers  appeared  to  be 
grounded,  namely,  the  want  of  sufficient 
preparations  to  carry  on  the  war  on  the 
lakes.  In  noticing  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  he  wished  it  to  be  understood, 
that  he  should  not  enter  into  any  discus- 
sion  that  could  affect  the  character  of  any 
of  the  officers  employed,  in  their  profes- 
sional capacities.  Such  conduct  would 
be  crael  and  unjustifiable,  until  the  cases 
were  decided  by  the  proper  tribunal- 
such  attacks  could  not  be  otherwise  than 
disgraceful  to  any  party,  whether  the  par* 
tizans  of  government  or  of  their  opponents. 
Nor  was  it  his  intention  to  anticipate  what 
share  of  disapprobation  ought  to  be  given 
to  particular  departments  of  administra- 
tion ;  how  much'  blame  rested  with  the 
colonial  department,  or  how  much  with 
the  Admiralty ;  be  should  direct  his  re- 
marks against  government  in  the  aggre- 
gate, endeavouring  to  satisfy  parliament 
that  appearances  were  strong  against 
them ;  and  that  they  had  been  guilty  of 
a  complete  neglect  of  all  the  means  that 
common  prudence  would  ^ggest  for  the 
defence  of  our  Canadian  frontier,  and  for 
carrying  on  the  war  on  the  lakes.  All 
persons  most  be  aware  that  our  success  in 
this  war  must  depend  upon  maintaining  a 
superiority  of  naval  force  upon  all  the 
lakes,  but  more  especially  upon  Lake 
Ontario.  A  part  of  our  frontier  was  pro- 
tected by  a  military  force,  upon  whose 
conduct  future  inquiries  would  unquea- 
tionably  be  instituted ;  we  bad  there  lo^t 
thousands  of  brave  and  valuable  lives  and 
the  military  renown  of  the  country,  with* 
out  gaining  any  possession  that  could  give 
additional  security  to  Canada,  lake  On- 
tario was  the  sitaaiion  where  it  was  of  the 
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grenCest  consequence  to  maintain  oar  sa- 
pertority  for  the  defence  of  Canada,  inde- 
pendently of  any  attack  upon  the  United 
States:  whether  the  yalue  of  the  trade, 
the  amount  of  the  property  of  the  inlia- 
bitants,  or,  above  all,  the  loyalty  of  the 
people,  so  well  evinced  during  the  last 
campaign,  were  considered,  it  was  a  co- 
lony w«ll  worth  our  greatest  exertions. 
What,  then,  were  the  measures  of  go> 
vernlbent  to  secure  our  superiority  on 
Lake  Ontario<*-*an  easy  achievement,  had 
ministers  performed  the  little  that  was  ne- 
cessary }  When  war  commenced  in  June 
1612,  we  had  the  greater  number  of  ves- 
iels  upon  that  lake ;  and  alt  that  was  re- 
quired was,  that  we  should  send  out  a 
sufficient  number  of  seamen  to  man  them  : 
besides  this  advantage,  we  possessed  the 
northern  shore,  where  all  the  best  timber 
was  grown,  and  where  the  water  was  of 
aofficient  depth  for  the  launching  of  ves- 
Irels.  Before  hostilities  broke  out,  these 
preparations  ought  to  have  been  made  to 
meet  them :  the  war  had  long  been  in 
contemplation,  and  the  issue  had  only 
been  rendered  dubious  by  the  improvi- 
dence of  ministers,  who  did  not  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  backwardoesa  of  the  United 
States  to  enter  into  the  war.  If  the  evil 
was  not  prevented,  it  would  surely  be  ex- 
pected that  it  should,  as  speedily  as  pos- 
aible,  be  remedied,  and  that  instant  mea- 
sures would  be  adopted  on  the  receipt  of 
the  declaration;  instead  of  which,  from 
the  SOth  of  July,  the  day  when  it  arrived 
in  England;  to  the  end  of  the  year,  not  a 
single  step  had  been  taken  by  the  govern- 
ment of  this  country,  either  by  giving 
orders  to  those  abroad,  or  by  -sending  out 
such  supplies  of  seamen  as  were  required 
to  man  the  shipping  we  already  possessed. 
The  government  of  this  country  bad 
been  warned,  that  if  merely  a  sloop  of  war 
had  been  sent  to  Quebec,  the  men  of 
which  might  have  been  sent  to  Kingston 
to  man  the  vessels  on  the  lake,  Ontario 
would  have  been  secure.  No  ship  was 
tent.  Were  more  vessels  built  in  the  sum- 
mer and  the  winter  on  Lake  Ontario? 
Not  a  single  stick  was  laid.  And  although 
at  Quebec  there  were  ship-carpenters, 
who  oftred  to  build  ships  at  Kingston, 
and  were  ready  to  set  out  immediately  for 
that  place  to  begin  operations,  their  offers 
were  refused ;  and,  in  one  case,  the  bar^ 
gain  was  broken  off,  on  a  difference 
of  only  1,000/.  on  a  36  gun  ship.  Not 
one  ship  was  built;  and  the  winter  was 
thus  lost  to  us :  bat  not  so  to  the  Ameri- 


cans. At  the  beginning  of  the  war,  the 
Americans  were  without  a  fleet — without 
a  naval  depot.  In  the  course  of  that  win- 
ter they  created  their  depot  at  Sackett'a 
Harbour,  and  built  such  vessels  as  ga^e 
them  a  superiority  on  that  lake.  He 
should  be  happy  that  it  could  be  shewn 
that  he  was  wrong  in  this  statement.  He 
had  said,  that  the  summer  and  winter  of 
1812  were  lost  to  us,  but  be  was  not  cer« 
tain  whether  that  was  the  case ;  clear  it 
was,  that  they  were  lost  on  the  lakes,  and 
on  the  St.  Lawrence;  but  whether  the 
ships  in  frames  to  be  built  in  the  Medway 
were  begun  in  that  year,  in  the  ignoriance 
of  dates,  he  could  not  say.  As  to  the 
ships  so  built,  he  could  not  help  remark- 
ing, that  the  building  of  ships  in  the  man- 
ner which  had  been  stated,  was  one  of  the 
most  extraordinary  measures  that  had 
ever  been  adopted  by  pemons  having  the 
direction  of  our  naval  affairs.  He  could 
venture  to  assert,  that  the  expense  of  one 
of  these  vessels,  built,  and  so  conveyed  to 
Ontario,  was  tenfold  that  which  it  would 
have  cost  to  have  built  them  on  the  spot* 
The  timber  must  have  been  brought  firom 
Canada;  and  afler  having  been  shaped 
here,  was  sent  to  Canada  again,  to  be  put 
together  ^t  the  place  whence  it  had  been 
brought.  From  Montreal  to  Kingston 
the  expense  of  conveyance  was  immense, 
probably  equal  to  the  whole  expense  of 
building  such  vessels ;  the  inland  naviga- 
tion by  which  they  were  to  have  been  con- 
veyed, was  700  or  800  miles.  The  con- 
tempt and  derision  which  such  a  measure 
must  have  excited  in  Canada,  would  have 
been  unbounded,  if  it  had  not  been  that 
the  safety  of  their  property,  that  the  very 
existence  of  the  colony,  was  hazarded  by 
such  conduct.  Whether  the  blame  of 
this  delay  was  to  be  referred  to  the  Ad- 
miralty or  the  colonial  department,  was 
to  the  House  immaterial.  It  was  for  them 
to  see  what  had  been  the  consequence 
on  the  several  lakes,  Ontario,  Erie,  and 
Champlain.  On  Lake  Ontario  the  Ame- 
ricans had  obtained  the  superiority ;  and, 
in  a  successful  expedition  across  that  lake, 
they  invaded  our  possessions,  and  burnt 
the  capital  of  Upper  Canada ;  and  the 
richest  part  of  that  colony ,  from  York  to 
the  south  and  south-west,  was  left  open 
to  their  devastations.  He  hoped,  indeed, 
that  now  we  should  on  that  lake  regain 
the  ascendancy— 41  ffreat  ship  had  been 
launched — a  ship  otprodigioos  fbrce,  as 
an  addition  to  sir  James  Yeo's  sooadron* 
He  should  leare  it  to  profettional  men  to 
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judce  as  to  the  •xpcdiency  of  baiUing 
8«cn  a  veaseL  Froa  wbal  he  had  heardj 
lie  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the  same 
force  distributed  among  loia^ler  Tesselsj 
woold  have  been  more  effectual}  nkkWe, 
at  the  same  lime,  the  safety  of  oar 
aqaadron  on  that  lake  woold  be  less  liable 
to  be  hazarded  by  a  single  accident.-— 
He  hopedj  howeYer,  that  the  ascendancy 
there  was  restored  to  U9,  and  that  the  next 
news  we  should  receive  woold  he,  that  of 
a  victory  on  the  part  oC  sir  James  Yeo 
over  comosodore  Chaoncey.  But  were 
we  reduced  to  thts«  that  after  two  years 
and  a  half  of  war«  we  had  nothing  to 
boast  of  but  the  expectation  of  a  victory 
by  sir  James  Yeo  ?  Neither  did  he  know 
on  what  grounds  was  rested  this  hope« 
but  in  the  confidence  which  was  always 
placed  in  the  valour  and  eoteirprixe  of 
British  searaett— a  confidence  which  had 
be^  entertained  with  respect  to  captain 
Barclay  on  Lake  Erie,  and  captain  Dowoie 
on  Lake  Champlain,  to  whom  it  would  be 
no  disgrace  to  air  Janes  Yeo  to  be  com- 
pared. On  Lake  Champlaio  the  raelan- 
chely  event  was  well  known ;  but,  from 
the  want  of  details,  he  shoold  not  then 
enter  into  it.  On  Lake  Erie,  captain 
Barclay,  who  was  sent  to  relieve  general 
Proctor  at  Detroit,  and  in  that  service 
being  obliged  to  attack  the  American 
fleet,  after  an  action  in  which  all  his  offi- 
cers were  wounded,  his  flotilla  was  under 
the  necessity  of  surrendering  to  the  ene«> 
my.  On  captain  Barclay  a  coort*martial 
bad  sat,  which  wa^  one  of  the  papers 
which  he  shoold  move  for ;  not  that  be 
questioned  the  valour  of  captain  Barclay, 
not  that  he  questioned,  the  sentence  of  the 
court- BMU'tia),  but  that,  by  the  judicial 
evidence  oo  that  occasion,  be  might  shew 
what  had  been  the  neglect  of  the  govern* 
meat,  and  the  loss  of  valuable  lives  which 
bad  in  consequence  been  sacrificed.  The 
flskiutes  of  that  coort-martial  would  show, 
that  to  deficient  means  in  the  armament 
and  equipment  of  il,  the  failure  vras 
owing;  that  the  ships  were  deficient  in 
men  and  weight  of  metal,  particularly  in 
long  guns;  and  the  guns  which  captain 
Barclay  had  were  of  eight  difierent  cali- 
bres, so  that  he  was  obliged  to  have  eight 
dii&rent  magasines  to  figbt  the  guns 
[hear,  hear  I],  which  were  without  locks, 
and  were  fired  off  by  pistols.  [Hear !] 
These  deficiencies  were  not  owing  to  cap- 
tain Barclay  or  sir  James  Yeo,  but  to  the 
government  here,  or  to  the  government  of 
the  colony  abroad .    As  to  the  want  of  men 
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in  particular,  it  seemed  to  have  been  adefi- 
ciency  which  pervaded  the  whole condnetof 
the  war,  as  well  on  theoceaaason  the  lakes* 
The  American  ships  of  war  on  the  sea 
were  full  of  choice  aeamon,  while  our 
vessels  which  were  sent  to  oppose  them, 
were  manned  in  a  manner  very  proper  in 
the  case  of  the  ordinary  wars  with  tba 
fleets  of  Europe,  hot  BMMt  unfit  to  meet 
the  American  navy.  This  neglect  to 
supply  a  sofficient  number  of  men  had 
been  manifested  in  the  refusal  which  he 
had  mentioned  to  send  to  Quebec  a  sLoop 
of  war,  the  crew  of  which  might  have 
been  dispatched  to  the  lakes.  It  was  sni^ 
ficiently  obvieas,  even  to  men  who  were 
not  profemional,  thai  to  have  sent  the 
entire  crew  of  soma  vessel  or  vessels 
woold  have  been  the  proper  couraa  to 
have  uM'soed,  and  not  to  have  taken  a 
man  from  ona  quarter  of  the  woild,  and 
another  man  from  another  quarter,  who 
were  withoot  knowledge  of,  or  confidence 
in  one  another.  The  House  would  see 
that  the  same  deficiencies  which  were 
complained  of  by  captain  Barclay  were 
lamented  by  captain  Priag,  who  gavo  the 
account  of  the  failure  of  captain  Downie 
on  L{d(e  Champlain.  It  did  not  como 
into  question  whether  general  Prevost 
was  justi^ed  in  his  opinion  that  tlie  co- 
operation of  a  naval  roroe  was  necessary ; 
it  was  enough^  that  when  naval  co«*opera- 
tjon  was  thought  necessary,  the  attempt 
to  afTocd  it  was  fataL  Captain  Downie's 
squadron  and  life  were  sacrificed,  and  the 
objects  of  the  war  deserted,  because  the 
armaments  oo  the  lakes  were  lefi  in  the 
same  desolate  state  in  1^14  as  in  1813. 
How  did  the  officer  (captain  Pring)  who 
wrote  the  last  dispatches,  express  himself? 
He  said,  •'  When  it  is  taken  into  consider 
ration  that  the  Confiance  was  filieen  days 
before  on  the  stocks,  witb  an  unorganised 
crew  composed  of  several  drafts  of  men, 
who  had  recently  arrived  from  the  dif- 
ferent ships  at  Quebec,  many  of  whom 
only  joined  the  day  before,  and  were 
totally  unknown  either  to  ibe  officers,  or 
one  another,  with  the  want  of  g«n*locks, 
and  the  other  necessary  appointments 
which  could  not  be  provided  in  this  coon- 
try  (bear !),  &c.  There  was  not  a  word 
in  this  sentence  which  was  not  pregnant 
with  a  charge  against  the  administration. 
It  was  true,  that  the  necessary  appoint- 
ments were  not  to  be  found  in  that  coun- 
try. Where,  then,  should  they  have  been 
provided  but  from  the  mother  country, 
by  the  direotion  of  the  mother  govern- 
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ment }  Instead  of  being  supplied  by  the 
goverament,  both  commanders  had  been 
ieft  quite  destitute  to  struggle  against  the 
enemy  with  what  force  they  could  get 
together.  The  charge  of  neglect  it  would 
be  impossible  to  answer.  If  supply  had 
Dot  been  sent  before  the  first  disaster, 
"why  had  it  not  subsequently  been  sent, 
when  it  was  known  to  what  deficiencies 
the  first  failure  was  attributable  ?  It  would 
be  said>  he  did  not  doubt,  that  supplies 
bad  been  sent;  but  when  the  accounts 
were  given  of  the  supplies  which  had 
been  sent,  he  hoped  the  dates  would  also 
be  given.  But  if  the  government  were 
successful  in  shifting  the  biame  from  theii 
own  shoulders,  it  would  not  be  the  less 
evident  that  there  was  blame  in  some 
quarter;  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
not  desist  from  inquiry  until  it  had  suc- 
ceeded in  fixing  the  blame  on  the  right 
shoulders ;  and,  he  would  add,  in  fixing 
the  punishment  also.     All  the  motions 
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ships,  which,  as  the  hon<  and  learned 
gentleman  would  see,  would,  if  laid  before 
the  House  in  an  intelligible  form,  be 
highly  improper.  If  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  could  so  construct  a  motion  for 
the  purpose  that  it  might  not  be  seriously 
objectionable,  he  had  no  wish  to  throw 
any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  his  obtaining 
tbi  information  he  desired.  As  he  had 
'  J  objection  to  the  production  of  the 
papers,  it  would  not  be  becoming  in  him 
to  enter  into  the  difierent  subjects  of  the 
speech  they  had  heard,  as  it  would  be  best 
answered  by  affording  information.  There 
were  many  points  on  which  he  could- have 
set  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  right, 
but  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  do  so 
by  authentic  information  than  by  his  owa 
assertion. 

Mr.  Proihtroe,  the  member  for  Bristol, 
said,  that  he  was .  not  at  all  disposed  to 
make  any  general  remarks  on  the  subject 
before  the  House,  after  the  speech  they 


which  he  should  make  at  present  would  j  had   heard.     He   was  surprised  that  the 


be  preliminary.  He  should  first  move, 
**  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House, 
an  account  of  the  numbers  of  ships  or 
vessels,  of  any  description,  that  were  upon 
the  lakes  of  Canada  and  opcwi  Lake 
Cham  plain,  and  fit  for  service,  on  the  ]  8th 
of  June  1812,  and  the  .15th  of  May  and 
1st  of  November  1813  ;  with  the  force  of 
each  vessel  in  guns,  men,  and  boys.'' 

The  CKanceUior  of  the  Exchequer,  after 
expressing  a  wish  that  gentlemen  would 
not  prejodffe  bis  Majesty's  ministers  on  a 
question  of  such  importance,  said,  that  he 
perfectly  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  af- 
fording information,  and  fully  concurred 
in  all  the  motions  which  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  to 
make,  with  one  exemption.  As  to  the  pro- 
duction of  the  minutes  of  captain  Barclay's 
court-martial,  such  a  measure  would  not, 
for  the  present,  be  advisable,  since  another 
gallant  officer,  general  Proctor,  was  on 
bis  trial  for  his  conduct  in  the  command 
of  the  land  forces  at  Detroit ;  he  should 
therefore  assent  to  the  motion  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  minutes  of  the  court-mar- 
tial on  captain  Barclay,  but  with  the 
understanding  that  they  should  not  be 
produced  until  the  trial  of  general  Proctor 
should  have  terminated,  when  the  minutes 
of  both  proceedings  might  be  laid  toge- 
ther before  the  House.  There  was  only 
one  of  the  motions  which  bad  been  men- 
tioned to  which  he  saw  an  object ioo<-^it 
was  that  which  called  for  minute  informa- 
tion as  to  the  equipment  of  the  king's 


hon.  secretary  of  the  Admiralty  had  not 
taken  some  notice  of  the  subject  which 
had  come  before  the  House*  Mr.  P.  said, 
that  his  constituents  were  not  well  satis* 
fied  with  the  laconic  answer  which  had 
been  given  by  the  secretary  to  the  Admt* 
ralty  to  their  representation  of  the  want 
of  adequate  protection  for  their  trade,  that 
sufficient  force  had  been  provided.  The 
hon.  secretary  had  boldly  appealed  to  the 
day  of  trial,  and  he  hoped  that  then  he 
would  prove  that  he  had  not  been  to 
blame, 

Mr.  Croker  wished  to  say  one  word  as 
to  a  mistake  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  preceded  him.  The  answer  which 
had  been  complained  of  as  laconic,  bad 
not  been  given  to  that  hon.  gentleman's 
constituents.  No  such  thing.  It  was  the 
answer  to  the  Royal  Exchange  Assuraace 
Company  of  London,  who  he  did  not  be- 
lieve were  th^  constituents  of  the  bon. 
gentleman ;  and  if  it  was  compared  with 
the  letter  to  which  it  was  an  answer,  it 
would  be  found  that  it  was  not  at  all  im- 
properly laconic,  but  as  long,  and  more 
explanatory  than  the  letter.  The  answer 
to  Bristol  was  full,  and  afforded  as  moch 
information  as  the  Admiralty,  consistently 
with  their  duty,  could  give.  It  would  be 
seen,  when  all  the  papers  were  on  the 
table,  whether  the  Admiralty  had  treated 
the  subject  with  any  improper  levity. 
As  all  the  documents  would  be  laid  before 
the  House,  he  should  waste  their  time  and 
do  injustice  to  himself  to  enter  into  his 
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defence  wiihoot  them  ;  bot  he  should  re* 
peat,  thai  when  the  trial  came,  he  had  no 
doubt  of  affording  full  and  satisfactory  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  Marryaii  said^  that  on  one  branch 
of  the  aubject  of  the  war  with  America, 
the  protection  of  our  trade,  as  an  under- 
writer and  chairman  of  the  committee  at 
Lloyd's,  he  could  afibrd  more  information 
than  any  of  the  papers  which  were  moved 
for,  or  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
government  to  produce  could  give.     At 
Lloyd's,  it  was  well  known,  there  was  a 
regular  list  of  captures  kept,  and  since  the 
beginning  of  the  war  with  America,  a  se- 
parate account  had  been  kept  of  such  of 
our  merchant  Teasels  as  had  been  cap- 
tured by  American  cruisers.    The  num- 
ber of  the  vessels  taken  from  the  beginning 
of  this  war  to  the  ist  of  the  prefent  month 
was  l\75,  of  which  373  had  been  re*cap« 
tured  or  given  up;  so  that  the  number 
taken  into  port,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
had  been  802.     This  list  was  subdivided 
in  the  following  manner :— The  first  cap- 
tore  in  the  list  was  in  the  end  of  August, 
1812;  from  that  month  to  the  end  of  Oc- 
tober the  captures  were  on  the  average 
100  per  month ;   from  the  last  period  to 
the  end  of  April,  1814,  they  were  20  per 
month ;  from  the  end  of  April  to  the  end 
of  October  last,  ibey  had   been  50  per 
month.     The  variation   in  the  numbers 
taken  per  month  was  thus  explained :   at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  American  war, 
from  the  insignificance  of  the  naval  force 
of  France,  the  number  of  vessels  sailing 
with   licences  and  without  convoy    was 
very  considerable.     The  number  which 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  American  priva- 
teers was  proportionably   great.     After 
the  two  first  months,  this  frequency  of 
capture  ceased.    The  Admiralty  refused 
to  grant  licences,  the  practice  of  sailing 
without  convoy  became  less  general,  and 
the   captnrea  were  reduced    to  20  per 
month.     In  April  last  the  war  with  all 
the  powers  of  Europe  having  terminated, 
our  trade  was  thrown  into  an  entirely  new 
channel.     They  sailed  to  porta  where  we 
had  no  naval  force,  and  where  convoy 
could  not  be  afibrded  them ;  many  vessels 
were  conseouently  set  afloat  without  pro- 
tectioui  and  the  application  for  licences 
to  the  government  became  more  frequent, 
and  more  difficult  to  get  rid  of.    Thia  had 
been   the  cause  of  the  increase  of  our 
losses  in  the  last  six  months;  and  it  could 
not  be  diminished  until  measures  had  been 
taken  to  eaubliah  convoys,  and  until  power 


was  given  to  our  consols  at  ports  where  we 
had  no  naval  officer,  to  oblige  shipa  to  wait 
for  convoy.     The  causes  of  the  increase 
of  captures  it  had  not  been  within  the 
power  of  the  Admiralty  to  prevent,  since 
the   captains    preferred    to  sail    without 
convoys,  where   previous    measures  bad 
not  been  taken  to  oblige  them  to  wait  for 
it.     The  Americans,  too,  had,  since  the 
conclusion  of  peace  in  Europe,  adopted  a 
new,  and  he  was  sorry  to  add,  a  saccessful 
mode  of  annoying  our  trade.    The  ownera 
of  American  privateers,  with  great  judg* 
ment  sent  their  ships  close  to  our  coast,  to 
what  were  called  the  chops  of  the  Chan* 
nel,  and  had  there  committed  their  depre* 
dationa  with  great  success.  The  American 
vessels  employed  for  this  purpose  being 
light-buiH  and   fast-sailing  schooners,  in 
summer  weather  and  light  breezes  eluded 
all  attempts  of  the  king's  ships  to  catch 
them.     But  when  the  equinoctial  galea 
came  on,  they  did  not  attempt  to  contiiioe 
at  sea,  since  they  would  have  been  cap- 
tured, or  perhaps  have  been  unable  to 
stand  the  weather;  they  had  all  conse- 
quently been  swept  away,  and  we  had 
not  heard  for  six  weeks  of  any  American 
privateers,  except  within    the    last  few 
days»  when  one  had  been  seen  ofi'  the 
Scitly  Isles.     He  had  stated  these  facts, 
that  the  Admiralty  might  not  be  stigma- 
tized for  occurrences  which  they  could 
not  have  prevented.    True  it  was,  that  if 
in  the  next  year  the  same  number  of  afaipa 
were  taken,  the  Admiral^  would  be  de- 
serving of  all  the  reproach  which  had 
been  cast  upon  them.    In  this  he  was  not 
actuated  by  motives  in  favour  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, because  there  was  no  individual 
in  the  conntry  who  would  so^^r  more  by 
the  losses  of  our  merchants  than  himself, 
nor  any  one  who,  if  there  had  appeared  to 
him  to  have  been  neglect^  would  have 
been  more  indignant  at  it.     The  rate  of 
insurance,  he  thought,  warranted  no  such 
gloomy  inference  as  had  been  drawn  front 
it.    It  had  been  stated  by  an  bon.  member, 
as  a  specimen  of  the  rate  of  insurance, 
that  the  premium  paid  on  a  British  ship 
from  the  Brazils  was  24  per  cent,  whilst 
that  of  a  Portuguese  was  5  or  6.    The 
price  of  a  running  ship  could  not  be  taken 
as  a  lair  specimen  of  the  rate  of  insurance, 
since,  in  casea  where  our  ships  sailed  with 
convoy,  the  rate  was  rather  lower  than  on 
neutral  shipa.     Neutral  ships  sailing  from 
Oldenburgh  or  Bremen  to  South  America, 

Kid    12  or    15   guineas  per   cent,  and 
itish  shipa  to  the  same  quarter  10  per 
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cent*  5  to  be  returned  on  safe  arrival. 
French  vessels,  from  France  to  Marii- 
nique,  paid  ia  France  3  per  cent.  In 
London  British  vessels  paid  2\  per  cent, 
and  2  per  cent,  at  the  out- ports.  Neu- 
tral East  Indiamen  paid  from  7  to  10  gui* 
neas  per  cent,  our  East  Indiamen  5  or 
6.  Such  was  the  reliance  on  the  protec- 
lioq  of  our  convoys,  thai  the  danger  of 
capture  was  esteemed  nothing.  He  had 
felt  it  his  duty  to  state  this  much  on  a 
subject  on  which  great  misrepresentation 
bad  gone  abroad. 

Mr.  Bating  said,  that  with  the  exception 
of  the  bold  assertion  that  the  Admiralty 
had  not  been  to  blame,  the  ministers  had 
not  been  much  indebted  to  the  hon.  gen* 
tleman  who  had  jnst  advocated  their  cause. 
After  all  the  valuable  information  which 
had  been  given  to  the  House  by  that  hon. 
gentleman,  it  had  come  out,  that  in  the 
chops  of  the  Channel,  as  it  had  been 
termed,  that  was,  in  our  own  seas>  the  Ame- 
rican privateers  had  come  and  carried  off 
our  vessels ;  and  it  had  been  asked,  bow 
was  the  Admiralty  to  prevent  them? 
These  chops  of  the  Charnie  were  only 
cleared  at  last  by  the  equinoctial  gales, 
after  the  Admiralty  had  tried  in  vain.  But 
it  was  not  into  the  chops  of  the  Channel 
alone  that  the  Americans  had  penetrated, 
they  had  got  into  the  Irish  sea,  and  en- 
dangered the  communication  between 
Liverpool  and  Bristol  and  Ireland.  Such 
a  circumstance  was  hardly  within  the 
memory  of  man»  that  with  such  a  naval 
force  as  ours,  the  Admiralty  were  not  able 
to  guard  the  narrow  outlets  of  the  Irish 
sea.  He  thought  it  strange  that  the  se- 
cretary of  the  Admiralty  should  have 
taken  no  notice  of  the  statements  which 
had  been  made  in  the  House,  except  as  to 
a  mistake  of  one  address  for  another.  The 
stile  of  correspondence  of  the  hon.  secre- 
tary had  certainly  g^ven  ofllence,  and 
driven  the  merchants  of  Glasgow  to  ad- 
dress the  crown.  The  hon.  secretary  had 
said,  that  he  ahonki  wait  for  documents ; 
but  no  docnments  were  necessary,  the 
general  facts  were  sufficient  to  criminale 
she  Admiralty.  It  was  enough  to  say, 
that  the  losses  had  been  occasioned  by 
▼esiels  having  sailed  withoat  convoy.  Was 
it  to  be  said  that  vessels  should  not  sail 
from  Liverpool  to  Ireland  without  convoy  ? 
The  details  would  be  quito  unimportant; 
it  was  no  matter  whether  the  Tweeser 
was  here  or  the  Boxer  there.  No  man  of 
common  intelligence  wanted  infonnatioa 
to  know  that  Ibe  British  seas  wore  in- 


fested, that  veaseh  were  left  for  mmitha 
cruising  in  one  latitude,  and  finally  ves- 
sels had  been  sent  against  them,  which  had 
sunk  when  they  came  along  side.  They 
would  be  overloaded  with  an  immense  mass 
of  papers,  in  which  be  should  be  surprised 
if  he  found  any  thing  to  justify  ministers. 
If,  either  on  the  part  of  the  commander  or 
of  the  government,  there  had  not  been 
some  negligence,  the  ports  of  America 
might  have  been  blockaded  at  the  begin* 
ning  of  the  war»  and  the  egress  of  large, 
and  probably  of  small  vessels,  efiectuaUy 
prevented.  Yet  by  a  list  published  ia 
America  in  last  July,  1032  British  vessela 
had  been  brought  into  American  ports,  or 
destroyed  by  American  cruizers.  Sack  a 
case  was  undeniable,  and  it  would  be  a 
great  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  House  to 
adjourn  without  expressing  its  opinion  oa 
a  subject  on  which  Engkind  and  Enfopa 
had  already  decided.  There  was  one 
point  on  which  explanation  was  necessary, 
via.  how  it  happened  that,  as  nunisteni 
had  said,  all  thai  was  requisite  bad  beea 
sent  out  to  Canada,  yet,  as  our  oiicers 
had  said,  nothing  that  was  requisite  had 
arrived  ?  it  was  true*  wood  had  been  sent 
to  Canada — we  bad  sent  wood  to  Canada ! 
—while  gun-locks  (which,  ascapU  Pring 
said,  were  not  te  be  procured  ia  the  cooo* 
try)  were  not  sent.  This  was  as  if  we 
should,  if  Newcastle  was  attacked,  tend 
store  of  coals  to  keep  the  inhabitants 
warm,  and  neglect  all  other  provisions. 
The  plan  pursued  by  sir  George  Prevost 
was  obviously  one  sent  out  from  this  coun- 
try, as  no  officer  who  had  been  in  North 
America  could  have  hit  on  one  so  absurd 
as  the  attempt  to  penetrate  into  New 
York ;  and  it  speared  from  the  dis* 
patohes  that  this  was  the  fact.  The  hon. 
gentleman  concluded  by  stating,  that 
when  the  documents  were  before  the 
House,  he  should  enter  more  at  large  into 
the  question. 

Mr.  WdUdey  Pole  rose  to  explain.  Ahat 
he  had  said  on  a  former  night,  as  allusion 
had  been  made  to  it.  He  had  then  said» 
that  as  different  opinions  seemed  to  pve« 
vail  with  respect  to  the  coodect  of  the 
two  services,  it  would  be  better  to  watt 
till  docomente  relating  to  both  could  be 
laid  before  the  House. 

Sir  Jbf^  Yorke  thought  that  it  would 
have  been  more  becoming  in  the  hon. 
and  learned  mover  to  have  abstained  from 
several  of  his  charges,  till  the  papers 
which  he  had  called  for,  and  which  had 
been  granted^  should  have  been  on  the 
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table  df  the  House.  The  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty would  wait  till  they  were  pro- 
duced  before  they  made  their  defence, 
conscious  that  the  contents  of  those  papers 
would  alTord  them  a  complete  justification 
in  the  eyes  of  the  public. 

Sir  John  Newport  contended,  that  the  bon. 
and  learned  gentleman  who  had  brought 
forward  the  motion^  was  perfectly  right  in 
making  out  a  case  to  justify  him  m  calling 
for  the  papers.  If  the  statements  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  were  crimina- 
tory  (as  indeed  they  were),  the  Board  of 
Admiralty  must  remain  undjer  the  full 
weight  of  that  accusation  till  it  was  re- 
futed. With  regard  .to  what  had  M\tT\ 
from  an  bon.  member  as  to  the  mode  of 
protecting  our  trade  by  conroys,  to  what 
justification  of  ministers  did  that  lead? 
He  was  old  enough  to  remember  that  pe- 
riod of  our  history  when  we  were  at  war 
with  France,  Spain  and  America,  and  he 
would  boldly  affirm,  tbatdaringthat  war  the 
captures  on  our  owncoasts  were  nothing  in 
comparison  with  those  that  had  been  made 
in  this  single  war  with  America.^  He  never 
knew  that  a  vessel  was  then  captured  at 
the  mouth  of  Dublin  harbour,  and  the 
crew  landed  at  a  place  a  few  miles  dis- 
tant from  it,  as  had  been  the  case  only 
a  few  days  since.  But  how  were  con- 
voys to  secure  the  trade  in  the  manner 
in  which  that  business  was  conducted  ?  A 
notice,  perhaps,  might  be  sent  to  Water- 
lord,  that  the  vessels  in  that  harbour  must 
join  convoy  the  next  day  at  Cork ;  and 
what  security  was  there  that  those  vessels 
might  not  be  captured  in  their  passage 
from  one  harbour  to  another  ?  Besides,  if  the 
whole  trade  of  the  united  kingdoms  was  to 
be  put  under  the  necessity  of  convoy,  what 
trade,  he  would  ask,  could  bear  the  ex- 
pence  }  The  true  method  was  to  keep  our 
coast  clear  from  American  privateers.  He 
sigreed  with  what  bad  been  said,  that  so 
far  as  regarded  the  conduct  of  the  war, 
and  the  reverses  that  had  been  sustained 
on  Lakes  Erie  and  Cham  plain,  the  fittest 
time  for  discussing  those  points  would  be 
when  all  the  requisite  papers  were  be- 
fore them :  but  as  to  the  injuries  which 
our  trade  had  experienced  on  our  own  coast, 
the  universal  voice  of  the  country  pro- 
claimed the  fact,  and  no  documents  or 
papers  could  make  it  more  palpable. 

The  motion  was  then  carried. 

Mr.  Homer,  in  proposing  his  second 
motion,  said,  he  wished  to  trouble  the 
House  with  a  few  observations.  It  was 
certainly  proper  for  the  right  hon.  gen- 


tlemen opposite  to  determine  in  what  way 
they  would  meet  the  question;   nor  had 
he  any  fault  to  find  with  them«  for  they 
bad  granted  him  the  papers  he  required, 
and  from  their  conduct  that  evening  he 
should  consider    every   charge    he    had 
brought  against  them  as  undeniably  true 
until  they  were  contradicted.     He  could 
not,  indeed,  believe  it  possible  that  men, 
sitting  in  their  capacities,  before  parlia- 
ment and  in  the  face  of  their  country, 
would  patiently  endure  such  accusations 
if  they  could  refute  them,  and  shuffle  off 
the  inquiry  for    three    months    longer ! 
What!  the  ministers  of  the  crown,  tho 
ministers  of  a  great  nation,  ministers  en* 
trusted  with  all  the  afiairs  of  government, 
would  they,  if  they  could  help  them- 
selves, say,  **  three  months  hence  the  vo- 
luminous papers    you    require  shall   be 
ready  for  you,  and  when  you  have  got 
them  you  may  then  fish  out  for  yourselves 
the  infortnation  you  want?''    Novel   as 
their  proceedings  had  been  on  various  oc* 
casions  during  the  present  session,  their 
present  conduct  exceeded  all  that  had 
been   before    witnessed.     Bat  the    best 
times  of  that  House  were  gone  by ;  ther 
had  lost  those  men  who,  trusting  to  their 
own  eloquence,  trusting  to  their  own  ele- 
vation of  mind  and  character,  their  wis- 
dom   and   integrity,  would   have    dared 
their  adversaries  to  the  proof  of  accusa- 
tions  like  the  present,  and  not  have  sought 
to  escape  them  by  petty  evasions.    Such 
a  scene  as  was  now  beheld  would  not 
have  happened  in  their  days,  whose  exam- 
ple and  precepts  the  right  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite  pretended  to  follow.     He  would 
not  repeat  the  name  of  Pitt— they  could 
not  look  up  so  high  as  that— -but  in  the 
days  even  of  Mr.  Perceval,  had  a  charge 
of  gross  neglect  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty,  a  criminal  betraying  of  the  interests 
of  their  country,  been  preferred  against 
the  administration,  how    different,    how 
widely  different  would  have  been  the  con- 
duct on  the  opposite  side !     Any  men, 
having  the  feelings  of  men,  any  statesmen, 
having  the  feelings  that  belong  to  their 
high  condition,  could  not  silently  brook 
the  imputations  now  cast  upon  the  right 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite,  without  at  least 
stating,  in  general  terms,  that  the  facts 
advanced  were  untrue,  and  the  inferences 
unjust.  [Hear,  hear!  from  the  ministerial 
benches].     He  understood  the  meaning  of 
that  cheer;    it  was  a  reluctant,  a  tardy 
denial ;  but  why  did  they  not  speak  more 
intelligibly  ?   Why  was  it  left  to  the  sub- 
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ordinate  officers  of  the  Admiralty  to  say 
the  little  that  had  been  said  ?  The  charges 
did  not  apply  to  that  part  of  the  adminis- 
tration alone ;  they 'applied  to  the  whole 
goTernment,  which  could  not  have  left 
every  thing  to  be  settled  and  arranged  by 
the  laconic  secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 
If  government  conducted  the  affairs  of  the 
kingdom  in  the  way  they  ought  to  be 
conducted,  all  the  transactions  to  which 
his  motions  referred  must  have  passed 
under  its  notice.  As  he  before  said^  he 
should  persist  in  considering  his  accusa- 
tions as  true,  until  they  were  contradicted ; 
^nd  he  was  quite  sure  the  whole  country 
would  join  with  him  in  so  understanding  the 
silence  of  ministers.  How  humiliating  had 
their  conduct  been !  They  had  called  par- 
liament  together,  obtained  the  supplies 
they  wanted,  huddled  over  a  few  motions, 
and  then  got  rid  of  the  House  again,  be- 
cause they  found  it  somewhat  too  trouble- 
some. The  only  symptom  of  vigour  they 
had  exhibited  was  in  forcing  on  a  motion 
of  adjournment,  in  spite  of  all  those  im- 
portant considerations  which  pointed  out 
the  expediency  of  parliament  either  con- 
tinuing to  sit,  or  meeting  after  a  short  re- 
cess. He  would  ask  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whether  he 
really  thought  the  case  he  meant  to  make 
out  for  the  Admiralty  could  be  done  by 
the  papers  which  he  (Mr.  Horner)  had 
moved  for,  or  whether  it  would  not  be  in- 
dispensably necessary  to  call  for  other  do- 
cuments? His  charges  were  principally 
of  a  negative  description,  and  went  to 
ahew  that  no  adequate  supplies,  no'suffi- 
cient  preparations  had  been  made.  And 
what  would  the  papers  now  moved  for 
shew?  They  must  certainly  move  for 
others,  or  their  defence  would  be  a  lament- 
able one  indeed.  He  had  felt  it  requisite  to 
say  these  few  words ;  and  should  conclude 
with  moving,  "  That  there  be  laid  before 
this  House,  a  return  of  the  date  of  sir 
James  Yeo's  arrival  to  take  the  command 
of  bis  Majesty's  ships  and  vessels  on  the 
lakes  of  Canada/' 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  rose, 
amidst  loud  cheers  from  the  opposition. 
He  said,  he  hoped  the  hon.  gentlemen 
would  be  as  pleased  with  what  he  was 
going  to  say  as  they  seemed  to  be  at  see- 
ing him  get  up.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  had  said,  that  no  denial  having 
been  made  to  his  accusations,  he  should 
consider  them  as  unanswerably  true  till 
refuted.  The  House,  however,  would  do 
bim  the  justice  to  recollecti  that  he  had 


affirmed  that  government  was  in  posses- 
sion of  more  than  sufficnent  information  to 
refute  all  the  facts  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  but  that  he  wished  the  jdstifi* 
cation  of  ministers  to  rest  upon  authentic 
c{ocoments,  and  not  upon  his  bare  aisser- 
tions;  and  he  would  repeat,  notwithstand- 
ing all  that  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  that  he  was  still  will* 
ing  for  the  present  to  rest  the  ^ase  upon 
that  foundation.    No  doubt  it  would  be 
necessary  to   call  for  more  papers ;   and 
the  HoQse,  when  all  those  papers  were 
produced,  would  then  be  able  to  deter- 
mine, whether  it  had  sufficient  documents 
before  it  to  go  into  the  inquiry,  or  what 
further  ones  would  be  requisite.     With 
respect  to  the  criminating  observations  In 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned  mover« 
he  certainly  did  think,  that  when  all  the 
papers  he  required  had  been  granted,  it 
would  have  been  more  candid  in  hioi  to 
have  abstained  from  them;  however,  all 
that  he  should  now  say  would  be  a  general 
denial  of  their  truth.     If  the  motion  had 
been  for  a  vote  of  censure,  he  should  have 
been  more  explicit ;  but  to  such  a  motion 
as  was  then  before  them,  he  conceived  the 
best  answer  was,  to  refer  to  the  documents 
that  would  be  produced. 

Mr.  Wellesley  Polemd,  that  no  consi- 
deration on  earth  should  induce  him  to  sit 
silent  under  the  unfounded  charges  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  and  the  base 
aspersions  which  had  been  cast  upon  his 
Majesty's  ministers.  The  greater  part  of 
the  last  speech  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  was  founded  upon  an  assump- 
tion  which  afforded  a  strong  probf  of  the 
shortness  of  his  memory :  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  stated,  that  no 
denial  had  been  given  on  the  part  of  his 
Majesty's  government  to  the  charges 
which  he  had  brought  forward ;  but  he 
appealed  to  the  recollection  of  the  House, 
whether  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  not,  in  assent- 
ing to  the  production  of  the  papers,  given 
a  most  distinct  denial  to  the^  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman's  statement.  The  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  preferred  a 
number  of  charges  against  his  Majesty's 
ministers  without  a  single  document  on 
the  table  to  support  his  case ;  but  he  called 
upon  ministers  to  produce  certain  papers 
which  he  said  would  substantiate  his 
charges.  In  reply,  his  Majesty's  ministers 
denied  the  existence  of  the  imputed  cul- 
pability on  the  part  of  government,  but 
said  that  they  were  willing  to  produce  the 
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papers  (with  one  exception),  in  order  that 
the  House  might  judge  whether  the  charges 
were  or  were  not  well  founded.  Under 
these  circumstances,  after  ministers  had 
professed  their  willingness  to  meet  the 
charges,  and  to  afford  every  facility  to  a 
full  investigation  of  the  subject,  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  had  not  only 
thought  himself  warranted  in  using 
the  severest  language  against  them,  but 
bad,  in  the  most  unprecedented  manner, 
called  upon  the  House  to  consider  them  as 
guilty,  before  the  investigation  took  place, 
and  before  the  House  was  in  possession  of 
one  single  document  to  guide  its  judg- 
ment. The  hnn.  and  learned  gentleman 
had  declared,  that  if  certain  papers  were 
granted  him  he  would  prove  his  charges ; 
his  Majesty \i  ministers  had  acceded  to  his 
wishes,  but  it  would  be  as  unjust  to  call 
upon  ministers,  in  the  first  instance,  to^ 
enter  into  a  detailed  defence  of  every  part 
of  their  conduct  during  the  whole  of  the 
American  war,  without  having  a  single 
paper  upon  the  table  to  which'  they  could 
refer  to  for  their  justification,  as  ii  was  to 
call  upon  the  House  to  determine  now, 
that  ministers  were  guilty;  and  to  proceed 
hereafter  to  investigate  the  case.  Soon 
after  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
came  into  the  House  this  day,  he  had 
shewn  to  ministers  a  list  of  the  papers 
which  he  meant  to  call  for;  he  was  then 
told  that  they  should  all  be  produced,  with 
the  exception  of  one  paper,  which  was  of 
such  a  nature  that  it  could  not  be  laid 
upon  the  t«b1e  consistently  with  the  pub- 
lic interest ;  bur,  even  with  regard  to  that 
paper,  he  was  told,  that  if  he  would  so  mo- 
dify his  motion  as  to  call  only  for  those 
paru  of  it  which  could  with  safety  be 
produced,  he  should  have  it.  His  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  had  then,  he  contended, 
a  right,  after  complying  with  the  boo. 
and  learned  gentleman's  motion  for  the 
production  of  all  the  evidence  which  he 
required,  to  call  upon  the  House  to  give 
them  credit  for  having  discharged  their 
duty  faithfully  to  the  public,  until  the 
inquiry  cooid  take  place.  He  begged 
the  House  to  consider  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  charges  brought  forward  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  and  then 
to  determine,  whether  ministers  could, 
consi«tenily  with  what  was  due  to  their 
own  char<icterji,  enter  then  into  a  full  jus- 
tification of  their  own  conduct.  He  had 
begun  with  arraigning  the  measures  of 
ministers-  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  in  1812;  though,  till  the  present 
(  VOL.  XXIX. }  I 


moment,  neither  he  nor  any  of  bis  friends 
had  thought  proper  to  prefer  any  charge 
against  government  upon  the  subject. 
The  next  point  which  be  had  selected  for 
attack  was  the  failure  on  Lake  Erie,  an 
event  with  which  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  were  long  ago 
acquainted,  and  yet  no  motion,  no  charge 
was  brought  forward  by  them  upon  the 
subject.  One  gallant  officer  (captaia 
Barclay)  had^'been  brought  to  a  court- 
martial  and  honourably  Acquitted,  but 
another  (general  Proctor)  was  at  present 
under  trial  fur  his  participation  m  that 
transaction*  Could  ministers,  he  would 
then  ask,  in  justice  to  that  officer  or  to 
themselves,  now  enter  into  a  full  discus- 
sion of  that  and  every  part  of  the  Ameri« 
can  war  before  the  documents  were  pro- 
duced upon  which  alone  the  House  could 
decide  ?  The  hon.  and  learned  gentlemaa 
then  expressed  his  wish  that  the  House 
would  (with  the  same  absence  of  all  in- 
formation upon  the  points  of  which  he  had 
accused  ministers)  come  to  an  immediate 
decision  respecting  the  failure  on  Lake 
Champlain,  although  it  was  obvious  that 
the  causes  which  led  to  that  failure  must 
undergo  ar  regular  investigation  before  a 
court-martial.  With  respect,  tberefqjre» 
to  the  harsh  language  which  the  hon  and 
learned  gentleman  had  applied  to  bis  Ma- 
jesty's ministers,  it  was  as  unwarranted  as 
the  whole  of  his  conduct  on  this  occasion 
was  unprecedented.  He  wished  to  ask 
the  hon.  and  lea^rned  gentleman  whether» 
if  he  (Mr.  Pole)  was  about  to  impeach 
him  for  his  conduct  for  several  years  past, 
and  had,  when  he  moved  for  documents  to 
support  his  accusation,  not  only  called 
upon  that  hon.  and  learned  gentlemaa  on 
the  instant,  and  without  a  document  in  his 
possession,  to  proceed  to  a  vindication  of 
every  part  of  his  conduct,  but  had  also 
called  upon  the  House  to  consider  hia& 
guilty  before  one  tittle  of  the  evidence  on 
which  the  charge  was  founded  was  pro- 
duced— be  wished,  he  said,  to  ask  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  whether  he 
would  not  consider  such  a  course  of  pro« 
reeding  most  uncandid  and  most  unjust? 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  injustice 
and  in  candour  might  have  said,  "  1  have 
brought  certain  charges  against  you,  and 
have  called  for  papers  to  substantiate 
them ;  you  have  agreed  to  produce  the 
papers ;  let  the  House  suspend  its  judg- 
ment till  the  papers  are  produced,  and  then 
determine  whether  I  have  or  have  not 
made  irood  my  charges."  He  begged 
(2U) 
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pardon  for  troubling  the  Hoase,  but  he 
tbongbt  be  tbonlcl  have  deserved  his  full 
share  of  the  harsh  epithets  which  that 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  so  libe- 
rally bestowed  upon  his  Majesty's  minis- 
tars,  if  be  could  have  sat  silent  under 
such  unfounded  aspersions^^^aspersions 
which  he  thought  the  more  extraordinary, 
after  the  manner  in  which  the'  papers 
which  he  had  called  ^for  had  been 
granted.  V 

Mr.   Tiemey^  began  by  congratulating 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  upon  that  viva- 
city and  energy  of  manner  with  which  he 
always  endeavoured  to  enliven  the  dull- 
ness and  insipidity  of  his  side  of  the  House. 
On  the  present  occasion,  however,  he  bad 
proved  himself  no  less  disinterested  than 
facetious,  for  he  was  the  only  one  who  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  charges  brought 
against  ministers,  and  yet  he  was  the  only 
one  who  could  not  bear  to  bear  them,  the 
only  one  who  could  not  sit  still  and  be 
•ilent.     He  had  taken  the  pains,  toO|  of 
broaching  a  novel  doctrine  in  the  course 
of  his  speech.     According  to  his  system, 
when   papers  that  viere   intended  to  be 
moved  for,  were  granted  by  ministers,  it 
was  most  unhandsome,  apd-  quite  prov'ok- 
ing,  to  shew  the  reasons  why  they  were 
called  for.     Now,  he  did  not  happen  to 
view  the  matter  in  the  same  light  as  the 
right  hon.  gentleman ;  but  thought,  on  the 
contrary,  tliut  it  was  a  very  proper,  and  a 
very   customary  proceeding.     But  then, 
rejoined  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  <«  have 
we  nr)t  givt^n  a  flat  contradiction  to  all 
that  has  been  said  ?"   That  sort  of  answer 
might  have  been  very  well  if  they  (the 
opposition)  had  said  to  ministers,  you  are 
a  set   of  incompetent  bungling  fellows ; 
and  ministers  had  replied,  we  are  no  such 
thing,  we  are  very  competent  clever  gen- 
tlemen :    there  would  have  beei^  assertion 
against  assertion  :  but  here,  a  grave  charge 
was   brought  in  detail,  and  the  answer 
to  it  was  all  in  a  lump.     Ministers  had  cer- 
tainly said,  you  shall  have  all  the  papers 
you'want.    And  what  then?    Why  then 
we  will  adjourn  till  the  9th  of  February, 
and  by  that  time  we  shall  know  if  we  want 
papers  too ;   and  when  we  have  found  it 
out,  then  the  Easter  holidays  will  come, 
and  we  shall  trust  to  the  chapter  of  acci- 
dents for  the  rest.    The  proceedings  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  were,  he  con- 
tended,  perfecdy  regular  and  proper ;  and 
he  should  be  quite  satisfied  with  those  of 
the  right  hon;  gentleman  opposite,  if  they 
would  not  adjourn*    Ho  never  doubted 


their  willingness  to  grant  papers ;  every 
administration  had  been  ready  to  come 
down  to  that  House  with  yards  of  red  tape 
and  quires  of  papers ;  but  they  were  not 
always  so  willing  to  grant  inquiries.  He 
hoped  some  part  of  the  fire  and  vigour 
displayed  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  by  that  time  infused  itself  into  his 
colleagues,  and  that  they  would  yet  con*  ' 
descend  to  inform  the  House  wherein  the 
statements  of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
were  wrong. 

Mr.  BathurunM,  he  did  not  rise  to  give 
satisfaction  to  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man,  but  simply  to  justify  the  coortt 
which  had  been  taken  by  bis  right  hon. 
colleague,  who,  he  contended,  in  abstain* 
ing  from  giving  any  answer  to  the  exports 
statement  which  had  been  made  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  who  bad 
brought  forward  the  motion,  had,  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case, 
adopted  the  most  prudent  course.  Ad- 
verting to  the  failure  on  the  lakes,  he  asked 
whether  the  fairest  way  was  not  to  produce 
information  r  But  the  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite  said  they  did  not  want  it,  and 
attributed  that  failure  to  want  of  proper 
supplies.  He  oontended,  that  the  proofa 
to  the  contrary  depended  materially  OQ 
the  result  of  the  judicial  inquiries  now 
carried  on*  All  that  had  been  said  with 
respect  to  gun- locks,  &c.  not  being  fur* 
nished,  would  then,  he  trusted,  be  shown 
to  have  been  unfounded.  If  he  were  to 
produce  a  letter  out  of  his  pocket  giving 
the  most  positive  and  satisfactory  inforroa* 
tion  on  that  head,  the  hon.  gentlemen 
would  say,  let  it  be  authenticated.  Of 
what  use  would  then  be  present  defence, 
unless  the  official  pieces  were  laid  before 
the  House  ?  At  least  one  half  of  our  mis- 
fortunes on  Lake  Champlain  was  supposed 
to  arise  from  the  loss  of  captain  Downie. 
Whether  or  why  the  locks  alluded  to  had 
not  arrived  in  time,  was  a  matter  of 
inquiry  now.  The  gentleman  who  etfm* 
plained  that  ministers  granted  all  their 
demands,  but  forced  them  to  vrait  two 
months  before  they  could  proceed  upon 
them,  forgot  that  it  had  been  in  their  own 
power  to  have  brought  forward  the  motion 
long,  before.  Why  had  they  not  done  it 
dunng  the  last  session  ?  Why  had  they  not 
done  It  on  the  first  night  of  the  present  f 
Some  of  the  papers  might  thea.have  been 
produced ;  but  it  might  not  be  possible  to 
present  the  whole,  even  when  the  adjourn* 
ment  should  be  over,  and  parliament  should 
resume.    The  retucos  of  the  court-martial 
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on  general  Proctor  might  not  then  have 
been  receifeji) ;  and  with  respect  to  the 
offkir  on  Lake  Champlain*  it  matt  be  pot 
into  a  train  of  legal  inquiry*  It  therefore 
woald  be  impossible  that  the  House  should 
enter  into  the  proposed  investigation^  even 
should  it  continue  its  sittings  earlier  than  it 
would  do  now.  As  to  the  loss  of  the  great 
men  whose  eloquence  and  abilities  had 
once  been  the  admiration  of  the  country, 
it  applied  equally  to  the  other  side  of  the 
House.  If  the  measures  of  the  present 
administration  were  not  defended  with  the 
•ame  eloquence  as  the  measures  of  former 
administrations,  yet  he  conceived  that  in 
the  present  instance  they  had  as  much 
right  as  any  other,  to  ask  from  the  fairness 
and  candour  of  the  House,  that  the  bare 
statement  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man should  not  be  taken  as  proof  against 
them. 

Mr.  Whuhnod  said,  he  thought  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings  on  the  other 
aide  of  the  House  denoted  a  deep  convic- 
lion  of  blame  and  misconduct,  an  inquiry 
into  which  they  anxiously  sought  to  elude. 
The  Master  of  the  Mint,  who  was  blame- 
less, because  be  did  not  form  a  part  of  the 
government  during  the  period  compre- 
hended in  the  motion  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  stood  forth  in  vindication 
of  his  colleagues ;  yet  he  remembered 
when  that  right  hon.  gentleman  sat  by  the 
side  of  the  costly  ambassador  to  the  court 
of  Lisbon,  and  loudly  cheered  him,  when 
he  complained  of  the  want  of  vigour  in 
carrying  on  the  war,  and  advised  the  go- 
vernment to  strike  home  in  the  outset,  of 
the  contest.  [Hear,  hear  !]  Now,  however, 
be  was  ready  to  defend  the  supineness  of 
that  administration;  and  he  could  not 
hear  the  base,  slanderous,  and  wicked 
aspersions  cast  upon  it,  without  rbioi^  just 
to  shew  that  he  could  speak;  and  then, 
fts  if  afraid  their  guilt  would  come  out, 
oppotiing  the  motion  for  inquiry.  With 
regard  to  the  papers  that  had  been  called 
for,  he,  for  one,  saw  no  objection  to  their 
being  produced.  The  right  hon.  gentle> 
man  who  spoke  last  had  asked,  why  the 
natter  was  suffered  to  sleep  all  last  ses- 
sion ?  If  that  right  hon.  gentleman  would, 
ibr  once,  only  have  a  little  candour,  he 
would  see  the  reason.  Last  session  was  a 
most  extraordinary  one.  Unlimited  con- 
fidence was  then  placed,  by  that  opposition 
which  never  confided,  which  never  dis- 
played candour,  in  the  wisdom  and  dis- 
cretion of  m  misters.  Not  a  question  was 
agitated  thai  could  in  any  way  embarrass 


them.    But,  if  an  accusation  of  neglect 
was  to  be   made,  would  it  not  equally 
apply  to  some  who  now  sat  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  ?     There  was  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  the  Master  of  the*Mint» 
for  whose  acquirements*  and  natural  <gifts 
he  had  a  great  respect ;  but  nature  never 
did  so  much  for  him  as  when  she  made 
him  brother  to    the    duke   of  Welling- 
ton.      With   all   his  vigilance,   with   all 
his  activity,  with  all  his  knowledge  in 
matters  military,  nautical  and  political, 
why  did  he  not  bring  the  subject  forward  \ 
Surely  he  had  neglected  his  duty  as  much 
as  any  other  hon.  gentleman.    Now,  how- 
ever, the  time  for  inquiry  was  come,  and 
it  was  to  be  deferred  till  the  9th  of  Fe* 
bruary.    The  right  hon.  gentlemen,  were 
ready  to  go  to  trial,  and  yet  the  Hou^e 
was  to  wait  till  the  9th  of  February  before 
it  could  know  what  papers  would  be  ne« 
cessary  for  the  investigation;  th<*n  they 
were  to  wait  for  the  court-martial  on  ge- 
neral Proctor,  and  after  that,  for  the  court- 
martial  on  sir  George  Prevost ; ,  and  by 
tlie  time  all  those  documents  were  ready« 
it  would  turn  out,  after  all  the  magnani- 
mity of  the  right  hon.   gentleman,  that 
they  were  laying  a  plan  to  escat>e  inquiry  . 
altogether.     Other  momentous  questions 
would  then  be  pressing  to  their  attention. 
Lord  Castlereagh  would  be  returned;  the 
state  of  Europe  would  come  under  their 
contideraiion  ;  and  a  great  domestic  topic^ 
one  which  he  knew  weighed  sorely  on  the 
mind  of  the   right  hon.  gentleman,    he 
meant  the  Income-tax,  would  be  to  be 
discussed.      Thus   the  session  would   be 
taken  up,  and  thus  ministers  hoped  tbey 
should   be   able  to   elude   inquiry.      He 
thought  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  had 
taken  a  manly,  direct,  and  proper  course* 
in  the  conduct  be  had  pursued  ;  and  even 
in  the  first  interval  that  had  elap>ed  be« 
twoen  his  giving  the  notice  of  his  motion 
and  making  it,  ministers  ought  to  have 
prepared  themselves  to  suie  what  papers 
they  should   want,  so  that  at   least  the 
earliest  opportunity  after  the  recess  might 
have  been  seised  to  go  into  the  inquiry. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  their  whole  course 
indicated  a  sense  of  blame,  and  an  eager 
desire  to  shift  otiT  the  evil  day  as  long  as 
they  could,  in  hopes  that  something  might 
occor  to  put  it  o6'  altogether. 

Mr.  Hwkmoii  rose  merely  in  conse« 
qoence  of  what  had  fallen  during  the 
detiate,  relative  to  a  right  hou.  friend  of 
his,  who  was  absent  (Mr.  Canning);  and 
he  was  desiroos  to  correct  a  mistake  with 
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regard  to  what  had  been  bis  sentiments 
concerning  the  American  war.  The  ar- 
guments be  had  efnployed  were  confined 
solely  to  the  outset  of  the  war;  and  he 
had  expressed  his  doubts  whether  it  was 
a  wise  policy  to  'send  an  admiral  as  an 
ambassador,^"  with  a  flag  at  the  main/^ 
to  use  his  own  expression.  He  had  not« 
at  any  time,  arraigned  the  insufficiency 
of  the  measures  pursued  by  government ; 
and  he  would  defy  any  member  to  state, 
that  his  right  hon.  friend  had  ever  charged 
ministers  v^ith  inefficiency  in  carrying  on 
the  war,  or  in  protecting  ofir  own  coasts. 
He  thought  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
W.  Pole)  had  done  no  more  than  he  ought, 
in  complaining  of  the  attacks  that  had  been 
made  on  him  and  his  colleagues  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  mover  of  the  question; 
who,  in  his  speech  upon  making  his  second 
motion,  had  certainly  no  right  to  infer 
that  all  the  criminality  which  he  imputed 
to  ministers  was  proved,  afier  the  asser- 
tions made  by  the  right  hon,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  PoMonf>y  declared,  that  he  had 
always  paid  that  attention  to  the  senti- 
ments of  the  right  hon.  the  ambassador  to 
Portugal  which  they  deserved ;  and  that 
fae  perfectly  recollected  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  staled,  that  he  could 
not  understand  the  policy  of  making  the 
war  with  America,  as  some  would  have 
it  made,  a  war  of  gentleness  and  tender- 
ness. With  respect  to  the  former  ob- 
servations of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
which  had  been  adverted  to,  thev  related 
to  the  prejudging  of  the  case  of  officers 
under  trial  by  a  court-martial.  But  on 
what  ground  parliament  could  be  called 
upon  to  suspend  an  inquiry  into  the  policy 
of  government  with  respect  to  any  enter- 
'  t>rize,  because  the  officers  who  were 
charged  with  the  execution  of  it  were  yet 
to  be  tried,  he  confessed  himself  to  be  at  a 
loss  to  conceive.  It  was  of  no  consequence 
whether  the  officers  had  executed  the 
service  entrusted  to  them  skilfully  or  not ; 
the  question  was,  if  it  was  wise  on  the 
•part  of  government  to  give  them  such  ^ 
aervice  to  execute  ?  An  hon.  gentleman 
had  said,  that  when  the  papers  on  which 
the  inquiry  into  the  convention  of  Ciatra 
was  founded  were  moved  for,  they  were 
granted  without  any  debate.  Now,  unless 
nis  recollection  failed  him  altogether, 
there  had  been  on  that  occasion  a  very 
long  debate.  Surely  there  was  some  part 
of  the  charge  brought  against  government 
by  hii  hon.  and  learned  <riend«  which 


might  have  been  answered  without  the 
infliction  of  injury  on  any  one  For  in* 
stance,  would  it  not  have  been  easy  for 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  in  reply  to  the 
accusation  of  a  want  of  adequate  prepa*- 
ration  on  the  lakes,  either  to  declare  that 
there  had  been  an  adequate  preparation^ 
or  to  state  the  causes  which  had  prevented 
it  ?  Would  (he  reputation  of  any  officer 
have  suffered  by  such  a  developement? 
and  would  not  the  character  of  govern* 
ment  have  suffered  less  than  it  must  suffer 
(whether  justly  or  not  he  would  not  sa}*) 
under  the  siKnce  v^hich  had  been  main* 
tained  ?  IJe  never  recollected  any  thing 
like  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
on  this  occasion;  and  it  must  inevitably 
create  a  strong  suspicion  in  the  public 
mind,  that  there  hftd  been  gross  and 
scandalous  neglect  and  misconduct  in  the 
various  departments  of  the  government. 

Mr.  Stephen  observed,  that  although  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  had  been  apprized 
by  his  Majesty's  ministers  that  tbt^y  had 
no  objection  to  his  motion^  yet  he  would 
not  take  his  papers  without  making  a 
speech,  and,  having  made  a  speech,  he 
wished  to  show  his  abilities  in  a  reply  ;  to 
which  reply,  however,  a  previous  debate 
was  indispensable.  This  debate,  however, 
not  taking  place,  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  chose  to  impute  the  silence  of  go* 
vernment  to  guilt.  How  did  this  consist 
with  the  candour  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  ?  His  hon.  and  learned  friend  had 
allowed  that  his  opinions  were  grounded 
on  loose  information,  had  requested  th^ 
the  papers  for  which  he  moved  should  be 
produced,  and  had  declared,  that  ahonld 
they  prove  him  to  be  in  the  wrong,  he 
would  be  the  first  man  to  acknowledge 
his  error.  The  papers  were  given,  and 
then  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  ran  away 
from  his  pledge,  and  from  the  evidence 
which  he  had  himself  demanded.  He 
wished  to  know  how  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  would  have  acted,  had  the  papers 
been  refused }  Could  he  have  said  more 
than  he  had  said  on  their  being  granted  } 
Such  ttras  the  consistency  of  this  arraign- 
ment of  ministers!  Not  that  be  blamed 
the  prudence  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend :  it  was  very  prudent  on  his  part 
to  ask  parliament  to  censure  his  Majesty's 
government  before  the  production  of  the 
documents  on  which  alone  that  censure 
could  be  founded,  because,  on  the  prod  no* 
tion  of  those  documents,  it  would  probably 
appear  that  they  were  not  liable  to  an^ 
censnre  at  alL    With  respect  to  the  opi« 
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nions  of  Mr.  Canning  on  the  war  with 
America,  the  memory  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  seemed  ^not  very  cor- 
rect. He  believed  be  could  set  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  right*  in  that  particular. 
So  far  was  Mr.  Canning  from  thinking 
that  the  war  with  America  was  not  carried 
on  with  i^igoor,  that  the  words  he  used  in 
the  only  discuraion  on  that  aubiect,  in 
which  he  participated,  were,  "  Who  ever 
thought  that  Canada  was  in  danger?" 
This  was  not  the  first  time  that  Mr.  Can- 
ning's name  had  been  dragged  unnecessa- 
rily into  the  debate  in  that  House.  It 
was  at  one  time  asserted,  that  all  bin 
friends  were  to  be  provided  for.  It  bad 
also  been  said  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite,  that  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man below  him  (Mr.  W.  Pole)  owed  his 
present  official  situation  to  his  connexion 
with  an  illustrious  individual,  of  an  affinity 
to  whom  any  man  might  be  justly  proud. 
For  his  part,  he  well  recollected  the  ex- 
emplary discharge  of  his  official  duties  by 
that  right  hon.  gentleman,  when  serving 
in  an  administration,  at  the  head  of  whom 
was  a  person  whose  virtues  and  talents  he 
roust  ever  remember  with  admiration  and 
reverence ;  and  he  bad  no  doubt  that  to 
bis  merits  alone  that  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  indebted  for  his  recent  appointment. 
For  his  own  part,  he  confessed  himself  at 
a  loss  to  gopss  why  that  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  just  been  made  the  subject  of 
animadversion  on  the  part  of  the  hon. 
gentleman,  except  it  was  considered  a 
crime  in  him  to  have  done  that  which  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  had  called  on  all 
the  members  of  his  Majesty's  government 
to  do ;  namely,  to  speak  when  he  felt  that 
that  government  was  loaded  with  unjust 
aspersions. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  that  before  he  moved 
for  his  ni*xt  paper  he  must  observe,  that 
the  gentlemen  opposite  took  great  credit 
to  themselves  for  granting  all  the  papers 
be  bad  demanded,  when  the  fact  was,  that 
two  of  the  most  important  were  revised. 
The  proceedings  of  the  court-martial  on 
captain  Barclay  were  refused  to  be  granted 
until  the  issue  should  be  known  of  another 
court-martial,  the  period  of  which  no  roan 
could  tell.  Under  these  circumstances 
be  must  confine  himself  to  extracts  of  the 
proceedings;  and  he  woold  therefore 
move,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  this 
House,  an  extract  of  so  much  of  the  pro- 
ceedings and  evidence  of  a  court-martial 
held  on  captain  Barclay,  and  the  other 


surviving  officers  of  his  Majesty's  flotilla 
on  Lake  Erie,  as  relates  to  the  state  of 
preparation  of  that  flotilla  in  point  of 
equipment  and  armament." 

The   Chaneelior  of  the    Exchequer  ex- 
pressed his  acquiescence  in  the  motion. 

Mr.  Whubread  availed  himself  of  the 
opportunity  to  declare,  that  what  had 
been  said  by  the  hon.  and  learned  gen« 
tieman  (Mr.  Stephen)  completely  con- 
firmed him  in  hiA  conviction,  that  in  the 
only  speech  made  by  Mr.  Canning  in  that 
House  on  the  subject,  he  had  complained 
of  the  want  of  vigour  in  the  conduct  of 
the  war  with  the  United  States.  The 
very  quotation  from  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's speech,  which  the  learned  gen- 
tleman had  adduced,  proved  this  unequi- 
vocally ;  and  when  Mr.  Canning  said  that 
nobody  could  ever  think  that  CanadaVas 
in  danger,  it  was  impossible  that  he  could 
have  it  in  contemplation  (no  mortal  could 
have  had  it  in  contemplation)  that  minis- 
ters would  take  credit  to  themselves  for 
economy  and  wisdom,  in  not  making  anjr 
preparations  to  defend  Canada,  because 
the  American  government  did  not  seem 
to  have  made  any  preparations  to  attack  it. 
With  respect  to  the  infirmity  on  his  part 
to  which  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
alluded,  he  was  sufficiently  sensible  of  it. 
His  memory  was  certainly  bad,  although 
perhaps  some  people  might  wish  it  was 
worse.  [A  laugh].  He  should  always  feel 
himself  at  liberty  to  comment  on  the  poli- 
tical conduct  of  every  public  man.'  But  he 
denied  any  attempt  to  cast  a  slur  on  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wellesley 
Pole) ;  all  he  had  said  was,  that  his  near 
relationship  to  the  duke  of  Wellington 
had,  in  his  opinion,  placed  him  in  his 
present  situation,  as  surely  as  the  blood 
royal  bad  seated  those  in  whose  veins  it 
flowed,  on  thrones.  Of  the  duke  of 
Wellington's  achievements  the  world  was 
full ;  he  had  conquered  all  that  were  ever 
opposed  to  him  ;  and  it  had  onl}*  remained 
for  him  to  crown  them  all  by  conquering 
the  mint  for  the  right  hon.  gentleman* 
and  he  had  done  it.     [A  laugh].     ' 

Mr.  WtUesley  PoU  said,  that  the  bon. 
gentleman  had  several  times  taken  the 
trouble  to 'attack  him  in  a  pointed  man- 
ner. He  knew  not  the  grounds  upon 
which  be  made  those  attacks,  but  when- 
ever be  thought  proper  to  make  them,  he 
should  always  find  him  Iready  to  answer 
them.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  re- 
peated some  allusions  which  he  had  made 
on  a  former  night  to  a  right  boo.  gentle- 
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man  now  on  an  embassy :  he  had  staled. 
00  the  first  night  of  the  session,  that  he 
had  no  connexion  with  that  right  hon^ 
gentleman,  or  any  of  bis  friends,  which 
could  enable  them  to  state  the  reason  why 
he  quitted  office,  or  why  he  had  now  ac- 
cepted it.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  insi- 
nuated that  he  held  his  office  in  conse- 
quence of  his  being  brother  to  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  as  if  it  was  a  matter  of  charge 
to  be  related  to  the  noble  duke.  But  that 
hon.  gentleman  was  mistaken  if  he  sup« 
posed  he  was  in  office  because  he  was 
brother  to  the  duke  of  Wellington.  The 
House  would,  he  was  sure,  excuse  him, 
after  the  manner  in  which  he  had  been 
attacked,  if  be  stated  that  this  was  not  the 
first  time  that  he  had  the  offer  of  a  seat  in 
the  cabinet :  thai  ofier  which  was  made 
to  him,  and  pressed  upon  him,  without  the 
knowledge  of  concurrence  of  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  he  had  refused.  The  whole 
of  his  political  life  was  before  the  public  ; 
he  was  ready  to  answer  any  question,  to 
meet  any  charge,  which  that  hon.  gentle- 
man or  any  other  might  think  proper  to 
bring;  but  that  hon.  gentleman  had  no 
right  to  turn  every  debate  into  a  personal 
attack  upon  him.  If  the  hon.  gentleman 
thought  proper  to  charge  his  Majesty's 
ministers  with  .conducting  themselves  in  a 
shameful  manner,  he  would  not  sit  still 
and  hear  so  utterly  unfounded  an  assertion 
without  giving  it  sti  answer.  The  hon. 
gentleman  was  accustomed  to  take  a  great 
latitude  in  speech,  but  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  conducted  his  attacks  that 
Dight  was  neither  candid  nor  just.  If  he 
had  any  charges  to  make  against  him,  be 
again  called  upon  him  to  state  them  dis« 
tinctly,  and  be  was  ready  to  answer  them. 
Mr.  Whitbread  thought  he  had  as  much 
reason  to  complain  of  ^the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman. The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
scarcely  taken  his  seat'  In  the  House  be- 
fore he  attacked  him,  and  had  said*  that 
he  bad  so  long  been  witness  to  the  bother- 
ing Questions  which  be  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
had  tor  twenty  years  been  in  the  habit  of 
putting  to  goverontent,  that  he  should  re- 
commend to  his  colleagues  how  to  treat 
him^Hiever  to  answer  him  in  haste,  to 
take  twenty-four  hours  to  consider  of  it. 
If,  however,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  put  himself  forward  on  every  occa- 
,  sion^  he  must  expect  to  be  attacked.  If 
he  had  said,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
was  placed  in  the  cabinet  because  he  was 
related  to  the  duke  of  Wellington,  he  had 
on4y  said  what  he  believedi  wl  what  the 
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public  also  believed.     But  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  had  denied  it:    he  had  stated 
that  he  might  have  been  in  the  cabinet, 
without  the  privacy  of  his  relation.     A 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Huskisson)  had 
said,  that  he  (Mr.  Pole)  had  displayed 
great  ability  in  other  situations  ,  and  he 
(Mr.  W.)*was  willing  to  allow,  that  whea 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  held  subordinate 
situations,  be  had  been  a  most  useful  and 
active  servant  of  the  public :  but  be  coald 
no  more  have  thought  that  the  right  hon» 
gentleman  would  have  had  a  seat  in  the 
cabinet,  if  he  had  not  been  the  brother  of 
the  duke  of  Wellington,  than  be  could 
have  supposed  that  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man  (Mr.  Huskisson)  would  have  held  his 
present  situation,  if  he  had  not  been  con- 
nected with  the  ambassador   to  Lisboi^ 
who  had  provided  for  all  his  friends  be* 
fore  he  went.    The  attack  had  been  com- 
menced by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and 
those  who  were  so  ready  to  attack,  roost 
not  be  put  out  of  humour  if  assailed  them* 
selves. 

Mr.  Wellulty  PoU  (bought  it  necessary 
to  say  a  few  words  in  defences  of  himself; 
and  would  state  exactly  bow  be  came  to 
hold  bis  present  situation.  The  earl  of 
Liverpool  had  sent  to  him,  to  know  wbe* 
ther  he  would  aecet>t  of  a  seat  in  the  ca- 
binet. He  replied,  that  he  never  bad 
any  political  difference  with  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  and  that  he  would  accept  of  lU 
He  admitted,  that  the  duke  of  Wellington 
was  desirous  of  bis  being  in  the  cabinet^ 
but  that  be  had  not  interfered  in  his  ap- 
pointment. If  the  hon.  gentleman  thought 
that  he  owed  his  situation  to  such  inter- 
ference, or  to  tbe  solicitations  uf  any  per- 
son, he  was  completely  mistaken ;  he 
was  not  mean  enough  to  hold  office  oa 
such  terms. 

Mr.  H'hiibrtad  said,  that  the  story  told 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  proved  the 
most  delicate  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
earl  of  Liverpool  to  the  whole  ol  tbe  right 
hon.  gentleman's  family.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  quite  mistaken,  if  he  ima- 
gined that^  be  had  any  wish  to  supplant 
him  in  his  office,  or  that  he  envied  him 
his  distinctions.  He  was  welcome  to  them 
all.  Nay,  he  would  go  further,  and  re- 
verting to  what  had  been  said  the  other 
night  by  a  gallant  officer  about  exrh^ngefl^ 
be  assured  the  right  hon.  gentlenian  he 
would  neither  change  with. bis  opponents, 
nor  change  them ;  they  were  entirely  to 
his  taste. 

The  motioa  was  agreed  to.-*Afier  soma 
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further  coiiver8fttion«  in  which  it  was  in« 
timaled  by  ministerSf  that  the  only  objec- 
tion which  existed  to  the  production  of 
the  papers  niored  for  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  was,  that  the  tiiles 
under  which  they  were  described  were 
too  comprehensire,  and  might  be  con« 
stmed  to  include  some  information  which 
it  would  be  extremely  unadvisable  to 
make  public,  the  following  papers  were 
ordered  to  be  produced: — I.  *' An  ac- 
count of  all  ships  of  war  and  armed  ves- 
sels belonging  to  his  Majesty,  which  have 
been  taken  or  destroyed  by  the  Americans 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  with 
the  force  of  each  ship  or  vessel  in  gnn^, 
men,  and  boys.  2.  A  like  account  of  all 
ships  of  war  or  vessels  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  taken  or  destroyed  by  those 
of  his  M/^jesty.  3.  A  return  of  the  num- 
ber of  American  seamen  thit  have  been 
made  prisoners  of  war  since  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities;  distinguishing 
coUectivety  the  number  of  those  who 
have  been  captured,  and  those  who  were 
detained  in  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
4.  An  account  of  the  merchant  vessels 
taken  from  the  United  States  of  America, 
or  destroyed  and  reported  to  the  Admi- 
ralty vince  the  commencement  of  the  war; 
specifying  the  class  or  tonnage  of  each 
vessel,^  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  ascer- 
tained ;  and  distinguishing  those  which 
were  detained  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  5.  An  account  of  any  frigates 
of  a  large  class,  or  any  ships  of  a  class 
larger  than  frigates,  and  less  than  line  of 
battle  ships,  built  or  fitted  out  since  the 
18th  of  June  1812,  as  far  as  the  same  can 
be  produced  without  detriment  to  the 
public  service,  stating  the  periods  at 
which  such  vessels  were  respectively 
fitted  out.  6.  Copies  of  all  correspon- 
dence and  orders  relative  to  the  Prompte 
and  Psyehe  frigates,  between  the  lords 
commisssioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the 
Navy-board,  the  Transport- board,  sir 
James  Yeo,  and  the  Navy-board's  a^nt 
at  Quebec."  It  was  also  resolved,  •'  That 
an  humble  Addresi  be  presented  to  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  that  he 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  direc- 
tions that  there  be  laid  before  this  House, 
copies  of  all  petitions  that  have  been  ad- 
dressed to  his  Royal  Highness  by  any  of 
bis  Majesty's  subjects  concerned  in  the 
trade  of  the  United  Kingdom,  complain- 
ing of  insufficient  protection  to  the  trade 
at  sea  and  upon  the  6oast  against  the  ships 
•f  war  and  privateers  of  the  enemy,  since 


the  commencement  of  hostilities  with  the 
United  States.''  Also,  «'  Copies  of  all 
memorials  and  remonstrances,  complain- 
ing to  the  same  etiTect,  that  have  been  re« 
ceived  by  his  Majesty's  ministers,  and  of 
any  answers  that  may  have  been  made  to 
such  representations." 

Motion  of  Aojouknment  till  Fb- 
BKOABY.]  The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  Mr.  Tierney  rose  at  the 
same  time.  Mr.  Tierney  wishing  to  put 
a  question  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  re- 
lative to  the  proceedings  at  the  Bank,  and 
with  a  view  of  shewing  that  the  House 
must  sit  to-morrow. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  the 
motion  which  he  was  about  to  make  would 
afford  the  right,  hon.  gentleman  ample 
opportunity  for  any  statement  or  observa* 
tlons  he  might  desire  to  submit.  He  should 
move,  therefore,  ''  That  this  House  will, 
at  the  rising  of  the  House  this  day, 
adjourn  till  Thursday  the  9th  of  February 
next." 

Mr.  Tierney  thought  it  his  duty  to  op* 
pose  this  motion,  as  he  could'  shew  that 
the  House  must  necessarily  sit  to-morrow. 
The  motion  ought  rather  to  have  been, 
that  the  two  dropped  orders  should  stand 
for  to-morrow ;  as  it  was  quite  unusual  to 
adjourn  for  a  length  of  time,  and  leave 
such  orders  undisposed  of.  He  wished, 
however,  to  call  the  attention  of  (he  House 
to  a  subject  of  much  more  importance,  as 
connected  with  the  adjournment.  It  was 
in  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that  a 
committee  bad  been  appointed  to  report 
on  the  state  of  the  expiring  laws;  and 
they  bad  reported,  that  two  laws  were  on 
the  point  of  expiring,  which  related  to 
six  millions  of  money,  advanced,  in  sums 
of  three  millions  at  a  time,  ^y  the  Bank 
to  government ;  and  which  sums  were  to 
bear  an  interest  of  five  per  cent.,  if  not 
discharged  within  six  months  after  a  peace. 
The  first  of  these  was  one  which  bore  an 
interest,  and  which  was  provided  for  by 
the  votes  of  last  session;  and  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  meant  to  pay  to  the  Bank 
the  amount  of  the  interest.  The  other 
stood  on  the  same  footing ;  but  no  interest 
was  provided  for  it.  Now,  as  the  act  in 
question  expired  early  in  December,  he 
would  ask  if  gentlemen  could  think  it 
right  to  adjourn  at  this  time,  and  leave  the 
interest  so  to  be  paid  unprovided  for  ?  He 
would  not  disguise  what  be  had  just  heard  on 
this  subject,  which  was,  that  a  new  arrange- 
ment had  that  day  been  made  with  the  Bank. 
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But  it  was  remarkable*  that  thoAigb*  the 
letter  -of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
dated  about  a  week  back,  the  Bank  direc-. 
tors  had  abstained  from  calling  a  general 
court  as  soon  as  thev  received  it ;  but  had 
fixed  on  this  particular  day  to  bring  the 
question  before  the  •  proprietors  oF  BaAk 
stock.  The  fact  was,  that .  the  House 
would  have  to  make  good,  by  the  13th  of 
December,  the  sum  of  three  millions  to 
the  Bank  of  England,  or  to  pay  interest 
for  the  further  loan  of  it ;  and  no  provi- 
sion was  made  for  either.  It  was  no  an- 
swer to  say,  that  there  was  an  understand- 
ing just  come  to  with  the  Bank,  to  let  this 
sum  remain  outstanding  without  interest ; 
for  the  Bank  would  do  what  would  sur- 
prise him,  if  they  did  give  it  without  in- 
terest. All  these  indirect  proceedin|^s, 
however,  would  convince  the  House  there 
was  something  behind,  which  they  could 
not  understand.  There  was  also  another 
subject  of  deep  importance,  connected 
with  those  he  had  alluded  to :  he  meant 
the  Bank  Restriction  Act.  This  would 
expire  next  March,  and  it  would  be  fit 
that  the  House  should  know'  what  would 
be  the  result  of  this  event.  The  Bank  di- 
rectors were  no  party  men:  they  were 
the  supporters  of  any  and  every  adminis- 
tration. Ha  believed  the  right  hon.  genr 
tleman  was  secretary  to  the  Treasury 
when  the  grant  of  six  millions  was  made 
by  the  Bank ;  and  it  w^s  thought  a  very 
nice  thing  to  get  such  a  sum  without  in- 
terest. This  happened  at  a  time  when 
money  was  particularly  scarce.  The  first 
act  expired  when  lord  Henry  Petty  (now. 
marquis  of  Lansdowne)  was  in  office,  and 
he  applied  to  the  Bank  to  renew  it ;  but 
the  Bank  said,  that  the  renewal  of  the 
three  millions  could  not  be  made  except 
with  interest.  But  why  at  that  time,  when 
we  were  involved  in  war^  the  Bank  should 
refuse  to  re-advance  this  money  without 
interest,  and,  now  we  were  at  peace,  should 
adopt  a  course  the  very  reverse,  was  what 
he  could  not  understand.  The  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  how- 
ever, had  got  this  sum  renewed,  and  had 
not  said  a  word  about  it  to  parliament. 
If,  therefore,  the  Hou<4e  should  agree  to 
the  adjournment,  they  would  agree  to 
leave  the  public  saddled  with  an  outstand* 
ing  debt  of  three  millions,  and  no  means 
to  provide  ibr  it.  He  apprehended,  that 
a  new  contract  of  this  kind,  without  the 
consent  of  parliament,  was  not  sufficient ; 
but  that  the  amount  must  be  voted  in  the 
committee  of  supply^  and  a  grant  be  made 


in  Exchequer  bills.  He  had  n6  doubt,  if 
the  subject  had  been  mentioned  earlier^ 
that  the' result  wo«ld  hare  been  an  intima* 
tion  that  there  was  a  debt  of  three  mil- 
lions outstanding  early  in  December,  «ad 
unprovided  for  ;  btit  that  this  was  of  no 
consequence;  and  gentlem^  might  ad- 
journ, with  perfect  convenience,  to  eat 
their  Christmas  pies  and  spend  their  holi- 
days. He  must,  however,  proceed  to  e:t- 
plain  a  part  of  the  consequences  of  thia 
conduct.  He  was  aware  that  the  subject 
was  a  dull  one,  and  he  feared  that  he 
should  scarcely  be  able  to  make  himself 
understood  ;  but  such  gentlemen  as  dis- 
liked, or  were  tired  of  it,  had  better  get  up 
and  go  away.  The  supplies  which  had 
just  been  voted  for  the  service  of  the  year, 
amounted  to  about  24,000,000/. ;  in  addi- 
tion to  which  there  were  12^500,000/.  of 
Exchequer  bills,  and  also  15,000,(XX)/.  of 
Exchequer  bills  to  make  good  those  out* 
standing!  all  chargeable  on  the  aids  of  the 
year,  ^rhe  ways  and  means  afforded 
3,000,000/.  from  the  land  and  malt ;  and 
15,000,000/.  were  still  to  come  in  from 
the  war  taxes  of  the  year,  making  toge- 
ther  18,000,000/.  This  was  the  wl^ole 
sum  afforded  by  the  ways  aqd  means; 
and  thus  it  was  clear,  that  provision  was 
made  for  little  more  than  one  half  of  the 
supplies  to  be  covered.  But  the  great 
difficulty  to  be  got  over  respected  the  sum 
of  15.000,000/.  in  the  supply;  for  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  appeared  not  to  be 
in  possession  of  one  single  sixpence  in  mo* 
ney  ;  he  had  nothing  but  Exchequer  bills. 
The  question,  then,  was,  how  could  this 
enormous  amount  be  provided  for  ?  The 
15,000,000/.  which  were  to  come  in  from 
the  war  taxes,  no  doubt  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  tell  the  House  was  what 
he  meant  to  touch  as  money,  but  not  to 
pay  off  with  it  the  outstanding  bills  of 
1814.  The  Exchequer  bills  now  ouutaod- 
ing,  charged  on  the  aids  of  1814,  were 
chargeable  on  the  13,000,000/.  still  to 
come  in.  But  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
continued  in  this  way  to  vote  the  one 
against  the  other,  nothing  was  gained  at 
lasL  He  had  found  it  expedient  that 
these  bills  should  not  be  postponed  till 
another  year,  but  should  be  paid  oat  of 
the  funds  or  aids  of  the  present  year*  It 
should  be  recollected,  that  the  Treasury 
never  was  empowered  to  issue  any  Ex- 
chequer bills  on  the  aids  of  the  year,  till 
the  Property  Tax  Act  was  passed  ;  but  it 
was  then  found  expedient  to  issue  such 
bills  on  the  security  of  the  g^anU  and  aida 
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of  the  carrent  year ;  and  it  was  remark- 
able,  that  the  mioistry  of  that  time  set  out 
with  ooly  4»5()0,000/.  of  these  bills,  which 
they  bad  annually  increased,  and  which 
were  diticharged  by  the  money  appro- 
priated for  the  service  of  the  year.  He 
would  defy  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to 
produce  an  instance  where  any  thing  had 
been  taken  from  the  sams  which  have 
been  to  coilie  in  from  the  loan*  in, the 
manner  the  right  hon.  gentleman  now  in- 
tended to  take  them.  The  property  tax 
going  on  while  we  were  at  war,  the  aids 
for  the  pablic  service  were  sufficient. 
But  now,  what  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  to  do  was,  to  assume  the  fact,  that  the 
property  tax  was  to  be  continued.  The 
Exchequer-bill  holder  then  came  in  on 
precisely  the  same  footing  he  stood  on 
before,  because  be  had  a  safe  fund.  Mr. 
Pitt  never  would  have  dreamt  of  laying  a 
sum  of  15,000,000/.  oa  the  aids  of  the 
year,  unless  under  the  assistance  of  the 
property  lax.  The  property  tax  was  very 
good  security  to  the  holder  of  an  Exche- 
quer bill,  so  long  as  he  was  certain  of  iu 
continuing;  but  what  certainty  could  he 
now  have  of  such  a  security  ?  There  was 
no  other  fund  to  which  a  public  creditor  of 
thi:i  class  could  look.  They  were  all 
mortgaged,  and  an  additional  vote  had 
been  granted  to  the  consolidated  fond. 
He  did  think,  though  be  feared  he  had 
made  himself,  on  a  very  dull  subject,  very 
imperfectly  understood,  that  the  right  hon. 
the  CbanceHor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  tak- 
ing possession  of  so  large  a  sum  as 
15,000,000/.,  and  in  charging  it  on  ^  fund 
that  existed  only  in  his  own  imagination, 
has  been  guilty  of  a  most  unjustifiable 
proceeding. 

The  Chaneelior  of  the  Exckefturobntned, 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  bad  opposed 
the  adjournment  for  reasons  so  very  dif- 
ferent from  those  which  he  had  expected 
him  to  urge  against  it,  that  he  most  beg 
leave  to  give  a  short  answer  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  formal  and  technical  ob« 
jections,  reserving  to  himself,  with  the 
permission  of  the  House,  the  right  of  af- 
terwards replying  to  any  other  gentle- 
man who  might  state  objections  of  a  dif- 
ferent and  more  general  nature.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman's  objections  were  not 
only  in  themselves  dry  and  technical,  but 
as  the  subject  to  which  they  referred  was 
also  somewhat  complicated,  he  feared 
that  it  would  be  difficult  for  him  either  to 
command  the  attention  of  the  House,  or  to 
make  his  statement  perfectly  intelligible. 

(  VOL.  XXIX. ) 


The  right  hon.  gentleman  contended, 
that  the  House  could  not  possibly  adjoura 
>  until  it  had  made  provision  for  the  repay* 
ment  of  a  sum  of  three  millions,  which 
would,  in  a  few  days,  become  due  to  the 
Bank  of  England.  To  understand  thia 
subject,  it  was  necessary  to  remark,  that 
two  sums,  each  of  three  millions,  had 
been  advanced,  at  difierent  times,  by 
the  Bank,  for  the  public  service,  upon 
very  different  conditions.  The  first  of 
these  sums  was  advanced  in  the  year 
1800,  without  interest,  for  six  years,  as  a 
consideration  for  the  renewal  ot  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank.  In  1806,  when  this  sum 
became  due,  the  Bank  had  consented  to 
continue  the  advance,  until  six  montha 
after  the  conclusion  of  peace,  at  an  in- 
terest of  3  per  cent. ;  by  which  arrange- 
ment the  public  derived  an  advantage 
equal  to  the  diflference  between  three  per 
cent,  and  the  market  rate  of  interest; 
which  advantage  could  not,  a^  that  time, 
be  taken  at  leas  than  two  per  cent.  For 
the  repayment  of  this  sum,  parliament 
had  made  provision  in  the  lut  session* 
The  other  sum  of  three  millions,  was  that 
to  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  ob« 
servations  particularly  applied.  This  ad- 
vance arose  out  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  public  expenditure  in  the  year 
1808.  The  committee,  adverting  to  the 
great  increase  of  the  balances  of  public 
money  lodged  in  the  Bank  since  the  re- 
newal of  the  charter,  had  reported  an  opi- 
nion, that  the  public  ought  to  partake  in 
the  advantage  derived  from  the  increase  of 
those  balances  beyond  their  amount  at 
the  period  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter. 
The  Bank,  upon  discussion,  had  acquiesced 
in  this  reasoning;  and  it  had  in  conse- 
quence been  agreed,  that  they  should  ad- 
vance a  sum  of  three  millions,  without  in- 
terest, until  six  months  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  peace.  This  transaction,  and  the 
act  of  parliament  which  arose  out  of  it, 
had  not  escaped  the  notice  of  the  Trea- 
sury ;  and  he  (the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer) had  in  consequence  communi- 
cated to  the  directors  of  the  Bank  his  opi* 
nion,  that  the  principles  upon  which  Mr. 
Perceval  had  required  that  advance  from 
them  in  the  year  1808  were  still  in  full 
force,  and  that  it  would  be  only  reason- 
able that  the  Bank  shoald  continue  to  tho 
public  the  benefit  of  this  advance,  as  long 
as  the  balances  of  public  money  in  their 
hands  should  be  equal  to  their  amount  in 
1808.  In  order  to  give  time  for  a  full  in- 
vestigation of  this  subject,  the  dtrectora 
(2X) 
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consented  to  recommend  to  the  comiof 
proprietors  to  continae  this  advance  in 
the  first  instance,  till  the  5th  of  April 
1816.  Circumstances  arising  oet  of  the 
forms  reqeired  by  the  Bank  charter,  had 
prevented  the  cooK  of  proprietors  from 
taking  the  subject  into  consideration  nntil 
this  day ;  but  he  had  had  the  satisfaction 
of  learning,  that  the  court  had  agreed  to 
hit  propotition.  We  had  now,  therefore, 
the  consent  of  the  Bank  to  postpone,  till 
the  5th  of  April  1816,  the  repayment 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  sup- 
posed it  necessary  immediately  to  provide 
for.  It  was  true,  that  this  agreement  must 
be  carried  Into  effect  by  the  authority  of 
an  act  of  parliament ;  but  he  hoped  he 
did  not  preaume  too  much  in  anticipating 
the  consent  of  parliament  to  an  arrange- 
ment ^obviously  beneficial  to  the  public. 
He  should,  immediately  afler  the  recess, 
propose  a  bill  to  thiseAct;  and  It  was 
only  fhmi  want  of  attention  to  the  Act  of 
1808,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  could 
have  contended  that  any  inconvenience 
could  arise  from  the  postponement  of  a 
legislativo  provision  on  the  subject,  till 
after  the  meeting  of  parliament. 

It  was  necessary  to  attend  to  the  parti- 
cular provisions  of  that  Act,  with  respect 
to  the  repayment  of  this  sum.  It  was  to 
bear  interest^  fh>m  six  months  after  the 
ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace ;  and  in  the  first  instance,  both  the 
principal  and  intere^  were  to  be  charged 
npon  the  supplies  of  the  year;  and  incase 
sufficient  provision  shonld  not  be  made  by 
parliament  out  of  the  supplies,  this  sum, 
together  with  its  interest,  would  become 
a  charge  upon  the  consolidated  fund,  pay- 
able as  soon  as  all  other  sums  appro- 
priated out  of  the  consolidated  fund  by 
act  of  parliament  should  have  been  satis- 
fied. In  the  present  case,  it  might  be 
considered  as  impossible  that  the  sums 
already  charged  upon  the  consolidated 
fimd'by  various  acts  of  parliament,  should 
be  made  good  before  the  5th  of  April 
next;  and,  therefore,  the  only  case  in 
whi^b  any  charge  could  attach  upon  the 
consolidated  fond  in  respect  of  this  sum 
of  three  millions,  could  not  arise  until  the 
subject  might  receive  the  further  consi- 
deration of  parliament.  Even  if  so  very 
improluible  an  event  should  happen, 
which,  in  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  view 
of  the  state  of  our  revenue,  must  strike 
him  more  peculiarly  as  an  absurd  sup* 
position,  the  Bank  having  consented  not 
10  require  repayfbenty  no  other  inconve- 


nience could  arise,  than  that  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney might  remain  for  a  few  weeks  unap- 
propriated at  the  Exchequer,  subject  to 
the  disposal  of  parliament  at  its  meeting. 

He  hoped  this  explanation  would  be 
thought  sufficient  upon  that  part  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  argument;  but 
there  was  another  part  of  his  reasoning  of 
a  still  more  extraordinary  nature.  He 
had  contended,  that  the  ways  and  means 
granted  since  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
foil  very  short  of  the  supply  which  had 
t>een  voted ;  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  before 
the  House  adjourned,  to  propose  measures 
for  equalizing  their  amount.  It  was  pro- 
bably the  first  time  that  such  an  idea  had 
ever  been  stated  to  the  House.  Both  the 
theory  and.  the  practice  of  parliament, 
whether  as  inferred  from  their  journals,  or 
stated  by  Mr.  Hatsell  and  other  techni* 
cal  writers,  required  that  the  ways  and 
means  provided  by  the  House  should  not 
exceed  the  supply  they  had  granted  ;  for 
this  very  obvious  reason,  that  the  contrary 
proceeding  would  leave  in  the  Treasnry, 
and  at  the  disposal  of  the  crown,  if  minis- 
ters should  be  found  capable  of  misap- 
plying it,  a  sum  of  money  unappropriated 
by  parliament.  In  the  present  case,  he 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  had 
done  all  that  the  practice  of  parliament 
required,  or  that  had  been  usual  with 
other  ministers  at  the  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion. He  had  provided  such  funds  as  be 
thought  amply  sufficient  to  cttrry  on  the 
public  service,  till  parliament  should  have 
the  opportiuiity  of  making  further  provi- 
sion. He  was  aware  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  all  along  appeared  to  sus- 
pect some  mystery  in  his  proceedings ; 
and  though  he  had  missed  no  opportunity 
to  explain  them  as  clearly  as  he  was  ablr^ 
he  still  doubted  whether  the  tight  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney)  fully  understood 
them.  They  were  all  of  the  most  simple 
and  usual  kind.  He  had  only  thought  it 
necessary  to  propose  the  usual  annual 
taxes;  a  grant  of  Exchequer  bills,  three 
millions  short  of  what  had  been  granted 
last  year,  provision  having  been  made  in 
the  last  session  for  repaying  that  sum ; 
the  usual  Act  for  issuing  Exchequer  bills 
on  the  aids  of  the  year,  and  a  grant  equal- 
ly usual  in  principle,  though  somewhat 
larger  than  the  usual  amount,  upon  the 
ways  and  means  of  the  present  year,  for 
the  service  of  the  year  ensuing.  With 
respect  to  the  annual  Act  for  Exchequer 
bills  on  aids,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ap- 
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peared  to  bim  to  have  fallen  into  the 
strangest  miiconception.  He  bad  consi- 
dered that  Act  as  arising  out  of  the  pro* 
periy*tax.  It  bad  no  connection  what- 
ever with  that  tax,  but  arose  out  of  an  im- 
proTementin  the  nianagementof£xcbeqaer 
bills.  Formerlyi  almost  all  money  .bills 
contained  what  was  called  aclaufe  of  credit, 
empowering  the  Treasury  to  issue  Exche- 
quer bills  upon  their  futare  produce.  The 
consequence,  therefore,  was,  that  Exche- 
quer bills  issued  at  the  same  time,  became 
payable  at  very  different  dates,  and  bore 
a  diflTerent  value  in  the  market;  because 
each  of  them  could  only  be  repaid  in  pro- 
portion as  ihe  fond  in  anticipation  of 
which  it  was  originally  issued  became 
productive.  The  consequence  was,  some- 
times to  afford  opportunities  of  fraud,  and 
almost  always  to  occasion  complaints  and 
inconvenience,  and,  in  a  certain  degree, 
jto  diminish  the  credit  of  Exchequer  bills. 
To  obviate  theie  evils,  the  practice  was 
introduced  in  lord  Sidmouth's  administra- 
tion, of  paying  off  Exchequer  bills  in 
course,  according  to  the  date  of  their  issue, 
and  without  reference  to  any  specific 
fond.  It  became  necesiary,  therefore,  to 
discontinue  the  practice  of  charging  Ex- 
chequer bills  upon  particular  funds,  and 
the  more  convenient  mode  now  in  use 
was  introduced,  of  charging  them  indis- 
criminately on  all  the  aids  of  the  year, 
by  virtue  of  a  general  Act  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  Act  lately  passed  was  in  this 
ordinary  form,  and  could  have  no  other 
than  the  usual  operation. 

The  only  remaining  measure  which  he 
(the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  bad 
proposed  to  parliament,  had  been  equally 
misunderstood  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man. It  had  been  already,  on  former  oc- 
casions, explained  to  the  House,  but  it 
might  not  be  useless  shortly  to  state  iu 
nature.  For  several  years  past,  it  bad 
been  tbe  practice  of  parliament,  towards 
the  close  of  the  financial  year,  which,  it 
should  be  recollected,  ended  on  tbe  5th  of 
April,  to  make  provision  in  the  committee 
of  supply,  for  the  repayment  of  eight  mil- 
lions of  the  Exchequer  bills  charged  on 
the  aids  of  the  year,  and  to  make  an  equal 
aum  of  the  ways  and  means  remaining  to 
be  received,  and  upon  which  such  bills 
had  been  charged,  applicable  to  the  ser- 
Tica  of  the  ensuing  year.  In  tbe  present 
instance,  the  House  had  thought  it  advis- 
able to  iaoQtioo  a  grant  of  the  sane  na- 
ture to  the  extent  of  fifieeo  millions, 
bc€»«M  otuch  larf  Off  sims  lemaiaed  to  be 
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received  of  the  ways  and  means  of  the 
year  than  bad  been  the  case  in  former 
instances.  In  those  years,  the  only  soma 
remaining  to  be  received  were  a  portion 
of  the  grant  of  war  taxes ;  but  there  waa 
now,  besides  the  war  taxes,  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  loan  still  to  be  paidk 
The  sum  of  fifteen  millions^  therefore,  did 
not  bear  a  greater  proportion  to  the  total 
amount  to  be  received,  than  that  of  eight 
millions  had  done  in  former  cases.  The 
House  would  obserre,  that  this  was  in  fact 
little  more  than  a  nominal  transfer,  by 
which  a  power  was  given  to  the  Treasury 
to  apply  the  ways  and  means  of  either 
year  to  tbe  services  which  were  of  the 
most  pressing  nature.  Without  such  a 
power,  the  wants  of  tbe  public  service 
might  remain  unsatiified,  while  sufficient 
funds  were  lyiog  in  the  Exchequer,  for 
which  there  was  no  immediate  call.  When 
the  services  of  each  year  were  completed, 
and  the  ways  and  means  realixed,  tbis 
account  would  balance  itself,  and  require 
no  particular  provision;  and  migh^  a^ 
last,  be  omitted  on  both  sides  of  the  ac* 
count,  as  had  in  fact  been  usual,  without 
occasipning  any  error*  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  saw  tbe  propeKy  tax  in 
every  thing,  fancied  he  bad  discovered  an 
anticipation  of  it  in  the  present  measure. 
He  had  stated  that  the  Exchequer  bills 
which  would  be  left  unsatisfied  in  conse* 
quence  of  tbe  application  of  the  ways  and 
means  of  1814  to  oUier  services,  would  be 
''  charged  upon  the  property  tax  after  the 
5th  of  April.''  Why  they  should  be 
charged  upon  tbe  property  tax  rather 
than  any  other  possible  fund,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  bad  not  stated ;  no  power 
had  been  given  to  raise  upon  the  war 
taxes  one  shilling  more  than  was  already 
granted.  It  could  no  more  be  contended 
that  the  war  taxes  were  to  be  charged, 
than  tbe  conaolidated  fund,  or  any  future 
loan.  By  what  ways  and  means  this, 
among  tbe  other  services  which  bad  been 
voted,  was  to  be  ultimately  provided  fi>r, 
would  be  the  subject  of  future  delibera- 
tions of  parliament.  If  indeed  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  could  have  proved  that 
no  sufficient  prevision  had  been  made  for 
carrying  on  tbe  public  service  till  the 
House  should  again  assemble,  he  might 
have  opposed  the  adjournment  with  rea* 
•on  and  with  success;  but  on  Ibis  point 
he  desired  to  set  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's mind  at  ease,  by  assuring  him  that 
the  payments  which  the  Exchequerjcoald 
depend  upon  receiring  would  ' 
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to  defray  any  expense  which  could  be 
foreseen.  Parliament  had  also  given  a 
power  of  issuing  Exchequer  bills ;  but,  ex- 
clusively  of  any  increase  of  Exchequer 
bills,  which  he  wished  and  hoped  to  avoid, 
he  trusted  that  every  necessary  charge 
was  sufficiently  provided  for ;  and  there- 
fore that  the  House,  without  any  public 
inconvenience,  might  take  advantage  of 
the  interval  which  the  proposed  recess 
would  afford  them,  of  attending  to  their 
private  concerns,  and  to  those  branches  of 
country  business  which  it  was  not  of  less 
importance  to  the  public  interest  than  to 
the  good  of  their  particular  residences, 
that  ihey  should  have  occasionally »  and 
especially  at  the  present  season,  the  op- 
portunity of  superintending. 

Mr.  'Henuy,  so  far  from  conceiving  the 
proposed  adjournment  called  for,  thought 
it  the  most  mischievous  measure  which 
could  be  resorted  to.  It  was  admitted, 
that  the  House  was  about  to  adjourn, 
leaving  three  millions  of  money  which 
ought  to  be  paid  in  December  unprovided 
for,  till  after  the  9th  of  February,  while  it 
was  also  admitted  that  the  consolidated 
fond,  on  which  the  ^  three  millions  in 
question  might  have  been  chargeable,  had 
it  been  equal  to  the  burthen,  was  deficient 
considerably  more  than  two  millions.  Was 
this  the  way  in  which  that  House  ought  to 
conduct  their  business?  As  to  the  fifteen 
millions  of  Exchequer  bills  in  aid  of  the 
fifleen  millions  of  the  former  year,  he  con- 
tended that  the  property  tax  and  other 
war  taxes  now  ceasing,  there  was  no 
ground  whatever  for  continuing  this 
system.  Formerly  such  aids  were  secured 
on  a  fund  already  appropriated  by  parlia- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  such 
Exchequer-bills,  and  whether  this  was 
done  one  year,  or  a  transfer  of  the  burthen 
was  made  from  the  one  year  to  the  other, 
could  make  little  difference,  while  the  fund 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  remained 
entire.  But  where  the  fund  did  not  exist, 
but  was  to  be  found  by  parliament,  the 
case  was  very  different.  Would  any  man 
say,  that  a  fund  to  be  found  by  parlia- 
men|  afforded  him  the  same  security  as  a 
fund  already  appropriated  forthe  purpose? 
Here  the  adjournment  was  proposed,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  public  busi- 
aess,  or  to  accommodate  parliament,  but 
actually  to  get  quit  of  parliament.  Bid^ 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  say  there  was 
nothing  to  be  done  ?  He  could  not  say 
that.  He  might,  indeed,  complain  of 
having   been  very  hard   worivd.    The 
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House  had  sat  24  days,  and  had  voted  away 
24  millions  of  the  public  money.  *  It  wsis 
hardly  possible  to  conceive  a  session  ia 
which  a  greater  deal  of  public  businesB 
was  to  be  expected.     What  would  they 
have  to  do  between  the  dth  of  February 
and  the  22d  of  March  ?    They  would  then 
be  called  on  to  renew  the  Bank  Restriction 
Bill ;   and  was  it  possible  to  contend,  that 
this  could  be  done  without  a  committee 
of  inquiry  ?     It  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  Bank  should  shew  the   Hoiise 
what  they  had  been  doing  in  the  mean 
time,  to  enable  them  to  meet  their  pay- 
ments in  cash.    This  must  be  done  before 
the  22d  of  March.    There  was  not  the 
smallest  doubt  in  his  mind,  that  the  pro- 
perty tax  was  intended  to  be  continued  to 
its  Aillest  extent,  and  yet  there  would  not 
be  three  weeks  to  debate  upon  it,  although 
at  least  three  months  would  be  necessary. 
Why  not,  if  an  adjournment  were    so 
necessary,  advise    a  message    from  the 
crown?     The  fact  was,  that  neither  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  nor  any  one  of  his 
colleagues  dared  to  advise  the  Regent  to 
send  such  a  message.    They  wished  to 
retire  from  what  they  had  to  encounter, 
and   prayed  that  God   might  send    lord 
Castlereagh  back  before  the  9th  of  Feb- 
ruary to  relieve  them.    Amongst  the  busi- 
ness for  discussion  in  the  spring  would  be 
the  Corn  Bill,  the  Bank  Restriction  Act, 
the  Property  Tax,  the  war,  and  he  hoped 
the  peace  with  America,  and  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Congress.    He  would  ask,  what 
portion  of  all  this  business  could  byany 
possibility  be  got  through  after  such  a 
loss  of  time  ?    What  would  become  of  the 
Lords,  who  were  spoken  of  with  such 
respect  in  that  House  ?     They  would  have 
to  sit  till  October.     He  was  afraid  be  had 
tired  the  House  with  his  tedious  detail; 
but   he  would  conclude,  with  imploring 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  give  some 
kind  of  reason  for  the  adjournment  till  the 
9ih  of  February. 

The  Ckanctlhr  qf  ihe  Exchequer,  in  reply, 
asserted,  that  he  saw  nothing  to  induce 
the  House  not  to  adjourn.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  extremely  alarmed  lest 
the  property  tax  should  be  conrinued.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  if  he 
meant  to  oppose  that  tax,  would  suggest 
some  other  equally  advantageous* 

Mr.  Tiemey  begged  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  not  call  upon  him  to  pro» 
pose  taxes;  he  was  only  anxious  to  lea 
them  abolished. 

The  OkmecUor  qf  ihc  ExAegmr  waa  aiir« 
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th«  right  hon.  gentleman  must  know,  ibat 
the  public  service  most  be  sopplied.  He 
justified  the  adjournment,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  impossible  to  procure  a  large 
attendance  of  membera  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  when  every  gentleman  wished  to 
attend  to  his  country  business  and  hospitft- 
lities.  The  time  after  February  would  be 
found  amply  sufficient  for  every  purpose. 

Mr.  Ahercromhy  insisted i  that  the  re- 
mainder of  the  seMion  would  involve 
measures,  on  which  depended  the  future 
comfort,  convenience,  and  happiness  of 
every  class  of  society,  not  excepting  those 
of  large  fortunes.  He  strenuously  opposed 
the  motion  of  adjournment,  and  considered 
it  as  the  establishment  of  a  precedent  on- 
paralleled  in  our  Parliamentary  History. 
He  alluded  to  the  proceedinss  relative  to 
king  Joachim  and  the  king  of  Sicily,  stig- 
matized them  as  a  distinct  departure  from 
the  ground  which  we  had  ori^nally  taken, 
and  as  a  proof  of  the  total  ignorance  in 
which  the  ministers  at  home  remained  as 
to  the  proceedings  of  their  colleague 
abroad.  Wonderful  events  had  occurred 
since  the  present  administration  had  been 
in  power,  and  ministers,  till  lately,  had 
deserved  the  praise  of  not  committing  any 
very  great  faolt,  of  not  throwing  impedi- 
menu  in  the  way  of  success.  The  decla- 
ration of  the  allies  last  year,  was  one 
cause  of  the  confidence  reposed  by  parlia- 
ment in  ministers.  The  confederated 
powers  had  not  acted  up  to  the  principles 
they  avowed  then,  and  therefore  that  could 
no  longer  be  urged  in  fovour  of  an  adjourn- 
ment. He  thought,  under  all  circum- 
stances, that  ministers  did  not  deserve  the 
confidence  that  they  asked  for. 

Mr.  i2o6msoii  said,  that  if,  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down  was  of  opinion,  his  right  hon.  friend 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  bad 
ofihred  no  reasons  for  the  adjournment, 
be  would  say  of  the  last  speaker,  that  he 
bad  given  no  reason  why  the  House  should 
not  adjourn.  He  was  content  the  question 
should  rest  on  the  ground  on  which  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  pot  it  at 
the  close  of  his  speech,  and  that  it  should 
be  decided  according  to  the  confidence  the 
House  had  in  ministers.  He  thought  some 
of  the  gentlemen  opposite  had  withdrawn 
their  confidence  from  the  noble  lord  at 
Vienna  without  reason.  He  did  not 
quarrel  with  this,  but  he  contended,  that 
as  the  noble  lord  had  ^ne  to  Vienna  with 
their  approbation,  ministers  were  justified 
la  expecting  the  House  would  continnt 


that  confidence,  until  his  noble  friend 
returned  to  vindicate  his  conduct  The 
subjects  that  would  come  under  discussion 
might  then  receive  those  explanations 
from  him,  which  it  was  impossible  for  the 
House  to  receive  in  his  absence. 

Mr.  PcmotA^  rose,  and  said  :  Sir,  I 
cannot  agree  in  the  justice  of  the  argu- 
ments of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last ;  because,  although  in  the  pre- 
ceding year  it  was  wise  in  this  House  to 
confide,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers,  yet  I  see  no  reason  what- 
ever, in  the  pre8ent  posture  of  affairs,  for 
pursuing  the  same  course.  There  is  no 
sort  of  analogy  between  the  two  cases: 
last  year  the  allied  powers  were  in  arms 
against  Buonaparte ;  and  it  was  a  question 
of  policy,  whether  they  were  to  make 
peace  with  him,  or  to  pursue  the  war  to 
the  extent  of  dethroning  him,  and  of  re- 
storing to  the  Bourbon  family  the  crown 
of  France?  It  was  impossible  for  the 
House  to  form  an  accurate  opinion,  on  thia 
subject.  It  was  impoaible  for  the  House, 
or  for  any  person,  not  on  the  continent  at 
that  time,  and  in  the  confidence  of  the 
allied  sovereigns,  to  say  what  was  the  true 
line  of  conduct  which  ought  to  be  adopted 
on  that  critical  occasion.  Under  thele  cir- 
cumstances, it  might  be  found  necessary  to 
incline  to  hisMajesty's  ministers ;  to  impart 
to  them  a  degree  of  confidence,  which  an 
ordinary  occasion  would  not,  perhaps,  war- 
rant, llie  House  were  called  upon  to  adopt 
one  of  these  alternatives ;  either  to  give  to 
ministers  the  confidence  the^  had  done, 
or  to  discuss  questions  on  which  their  in- 
fiirmation  was  extremely  limited.  If  they 
had  entertained  those  questions^  I  conceive 
the  House  would  have  adopted  a  proceed- 
ing which  they  could  by  no  means  have 
justified.  Because,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
served, none  but  those  who  had  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  feelings  of  the  different 
European  powers,  were  competent  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  on  so  complicated  a 
subject.  For  my  own  part.  Sir,  I  ahraya 
thought  that  Buonaparte  was  ruined,  as  he 
was  made,  bv  himself.  His  own  mad 
ambition  was  his  ruin ;  and  I  always  con- 
sidered the  great  merit  of  lord  Castlereagh 
to  be,  bis  not  determining,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, not  to  make  peace  with  Buonaparte. 
The  moderation  which  the  Allies  shewed 
on  *  that  occasion  J  was  the  great  cause  'of 
their  success.  If  they  had  Imn  too  violent 
in  their  proceedings,  if  they  had  con- 
ducted themselves  with  haughtinesi!,  and 
thus  htTO  excited  tbe  resentment  of  the 
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people  of  France,  Buooapart^  might  have 
escaped  iron)  the  id isfor lanes  which  hii 
own  fiully  had  created.  But  ihe  allief^by 
deviating  from  the  maxim  that  no  peace 
was  to  be  made  with  Buonaparte,  were 
ultimately  enabled  to  accomplish  their 
object..  This,  Sir^  I  always  looked  upon 
as  the  principal  merit  displayed  by  the 
emperor  of  Russia  and  the  allied  powers; 
and  I  am  convinced,  that,  if  they  had  foN 
lowed  a  contrary  course,  they  would  have 
failed  ;  nothing  would  have  been  done. 

But,  •  Sir,  is  there  any  thing  like  this 
now?  Certainly  not.  There  is  now  no 
question  of  peace  or  war  to  be  decided  ; 
no  question  is  now  agitated,  with  respect 
to  this  or  the  other  dynasty  in  Europe ; 
we  are  not  now  supposed  to  be  engaged  in 
controversies  of  that  sort.  And,  with 
respect  to  what  is  passing  in  tbe  Congress 
at  Vienna,  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  our 
discussions  are  likely  not  only  not  to 
produce  mischief,  but  to  consummate 
great  good.  Jf  things  have  been  done  in 
that  Congress,  which  are  said  to  be  con- 
cluded, is  it  not  likely  that  the  exertions 
Df  this  House  may  do  considerable  good, 
.when  it  is  known  to  the  feelings  of  many 
of  its  members,  perhaps  the  feelings  of  the 
entil%  English  nation,  that  such  proceed- 
ings are  deemed  unworthy  of  those  by 
whom  they  were  countenanced?  Surely 
Ibe  manifestation  of  such  a  feeling  is  cal-, 
.colated  not  to  produce  injury,  but  to 
operate  great  good*  It  is  curious.  Sir,  to 
observe  the  arguments  adduced  by  the 
right  bon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
for  the  adjournment.  He  tells  ua  we  are 
now  approaching  Christmas.  This,  how- 
eTer,  is  but  the  1st  of  December,  and  there 
is  a  very  considerable  interval  between 
this  and  Christmas.  The  intermediate 
tamci  however,  he  informs  us,  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  debate,  properly,  any  bill,  con- 
nected with  any  great  question  whatsoever. 
.Twenty-four  days  be  considers  not  suffi- 
cient to  debate  and  carry  through  the 
Hous^  any  one  bill,  on  any  one  great  and 
important  public  measure.  Now,  Sir,  let 
Ui  examine  tbe  position  in  which  he  will 
place  ibe  Hoimc  by  the  proposed  adjourn- 
ment. The  right  hon.  gentleman  wishes 
to  adjourn  to  tbe  9tb  of  February.  Bet 
how  many  importapt  measures,  in  that 
case,  must  the  House  decide  upon  by  tbe 
25th  of  March  ?  in  a  time  exceeding  only 
by  19  days  that  which  he  says  is  not  ex- 
.tensive  enough  tu  carry  any  one  particular 
measure  through  tbe  House:  in  tbat  period. 
Sir,  almost  all  themalerial  mawvoaof  tbe 
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session  must  be  attended  to.    Lei  us  see 
(what  those  measures  are;  we  are  to  de- 
termine on  the  continuance  or  cessation 
of  the  Bank  Restciction  Act.     Is  not  this  a 
lAost  important  measure?   Can  any  man 
imagine  that  the  finances  of  Eugland  will 
ever  be  in  a  sound  state,  until  a  metallic 
currency  is  restored  ?     Can  any  peraon 
suppose  that  her  situation  will  be  really 
flourishing,  until  cash  payments  are  re- 
newed ?  Will  the  House,  then,  determine 
on  a  subject  of  this  kind  without  inquiry  ? 
Will  yon  determine,  because  it  was  fouod 
necessary^  in  time  of  war,  to  agree  to  tboae 
restrictions,  that  therefore  they  shall  be 
continued  in  time  of  peace  ?    And  will 
you  Slate    no  reason  to  ihe  country   for 
this  decision  ?  The  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the    Exchi^quer    says,  that    it 
became  the  candoiu*  of  my  right   hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Tierney)  to  point  out  how  the 
necessity  of  the  time  could  be  met  without 
war  taxes— without    the    property  tax. 
This  is.  Sir,  a  fair  insinuation  on  the  part 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  he  in- 
tends to  continue  the  property  tax.    But, 
can  any  individual  believe  that  he,  or  any 
person  else,  could  make  a  proposition  of 
this  kind  without  inquiry,  without  stating 
to  the  House  and  to  the  country   tftie 
reasons  which  rendered  such  a  proceeding 
necessary  ?   Here  then  are  two  very  im- 
portant measures ;  and  if  each  of  these  is 
to  take  twenty-four  days,  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  declares  to  be  an  insuffi- 
cient time  for  the  discussion  of  any  bill, 
I  should  be  glad  to  know  how  we  are  to  get 
through  them  in  the  space  between  tbe  9th 
of  Feoruary  and  the  25th  of  March  ?  One 
of  tbe  acta  to  which  I  allude  will  expire  on 
the  25th  of  March,  and  the  other  on  tbe 
5th  of  ApriL     There  is  another  point 
worthy  of  our  particular  attention.    This 
mode  of  proceeding,  meeting,  adjourning, 
and  meeting  again,  in  the  course  of  a 
month  or  two,  suikes  idmost  all  ibe  re- 
presentatives of  Ireland  out  of  the  House 
of  Commons ;  they  cannot  attend  in  this 
way.    The  assixes  will  be  going  on  in  tbe 
mon\b  of  March ;  and  the  nature  of  the 
business  in  that  country  is  soch,  that  tbe 
Irish  members  find  it  absolutely  necessary 
to  absent  themaelves  from  parliament.    I 
believe  that  scarcely  five  Irish  membtrs 
have  been  seen  ki  the  Hoose  since  tbe 
commencement  of  tbe  session.     And  I 
am  sure,  if  tbe  English  or  Scotch  membera 
were  placed  in  the  eame  aituation,  they 
would  act  precisely  in  tbe  same  way. 
It  ia  not  a  f  ory  light  thing  for  the  Irish 
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members  to  bring  their  familief  and  estii- 
blifthmenis  across  the  Channel  three  or 
foor  times  a  year.  It  may  be  said,  **  Oh ! 
it  ia  your  doty  to  attend!"  We  know 
that — bat  we  also  know  that  they  will  not 
attend.  When  the  Hoose  is  sitting  in 
August  or  September,  the  same  remark 
might  be  made:  it  might  be  obserfed, 
«*  it  is  your  duty  to  remain  until  the  pro*> 
rogation."  This  may  be  true,  but  we  know 
the  Irish  members  do  not  remain ;  fbr,  in 
general,  the  business  relating  to  that 
country  is  executed  in  very  thin  Houses, 
and  with  very  little  consideration.  In 
the  present  short  session,  we  have  had 
brought  before  us,  in  consequence  of  this 
system,  no  less  than  three  acts  of  parlia- 
ment respecting  Ire1and**-two  of  them  to 
be  repealed,  and  one  of  them  to  be 
amended.  But,  Sir,  is  there  a  necessity 
for  this  adjournment?  because  nothing 
but  the  most  pressing  necessity  can  justify 
it.  I  say,  and  I  wilt  maintain  it,  there  is 
no  fiecessitf.  The  only  necessity  is  this, 
and  the  right  hon.  gentleman  might  have 
stated  it  with  -perfect  truth,  that  he  and 
his  colleagues  f^l  it  necessary  to  get  rid 
of  those  wno  sit  opposed  to  them  in  this 
Hoose— to  get  Hd,  in  short,  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  This  is  the  only  necessity 
titat  esiatsk>-.thi8  is  the  necessity  which 
pressed  on  them— and,  under  its  influence, 
they  acted  as  they  have  done.  But  if 
they  cannot*  in  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
when  every  shilling  they  called  for  has 
been  voted  i  if  they  cannot  at  such  a 
moment  condoct  the  business  of  the 
country  themselves,  in  the  absence  of  one 
of  their  colheagoes,  the  public  certainly 
must  be  of  opinion,  that  they  are  very 
unfit  for  their  situations.  The  want  of 
money  brought  us  together — (Hear!)— 
nothing  else ;  for  the  ministers  have  not 
proposed",  from  themselves,  any  one  mea> 
sure  to  parliament,  except  the  grant  of 
money^  That  they  have  got,  and  got 
largely  ;  and,  having  accomplished  their 
object,  they  now  propose  to  adjourn.  At 
the  next  meeting  of  parliament,  if  they 
equally  succeed  in  obtaining  their  desires, 
they  will  not  be  more  anxious  to  keep  us 
together.  I  always  thought  the  want  of 
money  occasioned  us  to  be  assembled,  and 
I  am  now  confirmed  in  my  supposition. 
Tlio  moment  the  supply  is  voted,  we  are 
to  be  turned,  it  seems,  about  our  business. 
But  I  hope  the  House,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances,  will  not  listen  to  the  propo* 
sition.  As  we  are  assembled,  let  us  con- 
tinue to  sit,  and  make  some  progress  in 


the  pvbfie  business.  Are  we  to  have  any 
inquiry  on  the  Banif  restriction  }  If  so, 
why  not  proceed  with  it  now  ?  Why  not 
make  some  advances  towards  forming  that 
report?  Why  devote  twenty-four  days  to 
utter  idleness }  We  could  proceed  virith 
that  Inquiry  now.  It  is  a  most  important 
subject^  and  the  riglit  hon.  gentleman 
would  scarcely  attempt  to  propose  a  con- 
tinuance of  tne  restriction,  without  exa- 
mination at  all }  If,  then,  fxamination  is 
to  precede  the  continuance  of  the  measure, 
why  should  we  not  entef  upon  it  before 
Christmas  ?  The  progress  we  might  make 
on  that  point,  would  clear  our  way  in  the 
Investigation  of  the  properly  tax.  The 
more  you  do  before  Christmas,  the  less 
you  will  have  to  do  after.  In  almost 
every  Instance  that  I  can  recollect,  par- 
liament met  in  January;  not  so  early^ 
perhaps,  as  the  9th  or  10th,  to  which  time 
I  think  we  ought  to  adjourn  ;  but  some- 
where between  the  18ih  and  the  2Sd. 
But,  by  the  motion  now  before  us,  we  are 
called  upon  to  pass  over  January  as  welt 
as  December.  I  foresee  firom  this  a  ^at 
deal  of  public  inconvenience;  I  forsee* 
that  very  important  business  will  be  put 
off  to  a  late  period,  when  there  will  not 
be  sufficient  time  to  examine  it;  and 
therefore,  to  prevent  such  evils,  I  shall 
move,  as  an  amendment,  "  That,  instead 
of  the  9th  of  February,  the  9th  of  January 
be  substituted.'' 

Mr.  W.  FUtgefdd  was  not  aware  of  its 
being  a  novelty  for  parliament  to  be  as- 
sembled when  money  was  wanted  for  the 
public  service,  nor  did  it  appear  to  him 
that  the  practice  merited  the  crimiuatioa 
cast  on  it.  Though  it  could  not  be  con- 
tended that  the  situation  of  public  aflairs 
were  the  same  as  last  year,  yet  the  change 
which  had  taken  place  was  not  so  great 
as  to  make  it  improper  for  parliament  to 
pursue  a  course  similar  to  that  which  they 
had  then  thought  it  their  duty  to  take. 
He  did  not  think  the  House  would  be 
likely  to  have  a  fuller  attendance  in  Ja- 
nuary than  it  had  now.  For  many  years, 
when  parliament  had  not  assembled  be- 
fore Christmas,  they  had  not  been  called 
together  before  the  latter  end  of  January. 
He  could  see  no  reason  whatever,  now 
that  parliament  had  met  and  forwarded 
part  of  the  public  business,  why  they 
should  again  l>e  assembled,  as  proposed 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  so  early  as 
the  9th  of  the  ensuing  month.  As  to  the 
accommodation  which  it  was  said  ministers 
would  find  in  waiting  the  return  of  the 
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noble  lord,  he  had  to  say  it  would  be  felt 
at  sach  by  them,  because  it  would  enable 
them  to  answer,  without  a  breach  of  doty, 
those  questions  which  the  gentlemen  op* 
posite  seemed  to  vlalae  themselves  so  much 
on  having  asked  in  the  present  session. 
When  the  noble  lord  appeared  in  his 
place,  he  was  confident  it  would  be  seen 
that  he  had  done  his  duty,  and  ministers 
would  probably  again  receive  the  praise 
of  not  having  thrown  any  impediment  in 
the  way  of  the  desired  arrangements. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  that  parliament 
seemed  to  have  been  called  together 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  doing  what  the 
French  parliaments  were  formerly  as- 
sembled to  do,  namely,  register  edicts 
for  grants  of  money.  He  could  see  no 
reason  for  adjourning  from  that  day,  the 
1st  of  December,  to  the  9th  of  February. 
At  the  time  of  their  re-assembling,  many 
of  the  Irish  members  would  not  be  'able 
to  attend. 

Mr.  /.  P.  Gram  said,  he  could  not  sub- 
scribe to  the  doctrine  that  the  existing 
negociationsat  Vienna  a£R)rded  a  sufficient 
reason  for  the  proposed  adjournment ;  nei- 
ther was  the  conduct  of  ministers  such  as 
to  entitle  them  to  the  same  confidence 
which  they  had  been  entrusted  with  last 
year.  What  was  there  on  the  opposite 
bench  to  inspire  confidence  ?  With  every 
degree  of  respect  for  the  private  charac- 
ters of  many  of  those  geinlemen,  he  would 
not  entrust  to  them  the  management  of 
the  afibirs  of  a  private  individual,  much 
less  those  of  the  nation.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  as  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Tierney)  bad  stated,  would  be  found 
to  have  pledged  a  portion  of  the  property 
tax  as  a  security  for  Exchequer  bills :  he 
must  meditate,  therefore,  a  prolongation 
of  that  obnoxious  impost :  but,  with  the 
feelings  of  the  country  on  the  subject,  he 
would  find  it  one  of  the  most  arduous  tasks 
that  any  finance  minister  ever  had  to  en- 
counter. Whether  he  looked  at  the  con- 
duct of  the  war  with  America,  or  the 
terms  of  peace  which  they  had  proposed, 
he  thought  ministers  equally  unentitled  to 
confidence. 

Mr.  Marryait  observed,  that  if  the 
Bank  of  England  had  that  day  refused  to 
continue  the  gratuitous  loan  of  three  mil- 
lions, then  he  should  have  thought  the 
arguments  of  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Tierney)  against  the  adjournment  of  con- 
siderable force.  That,  however,  had  not 
been  the  case.  It  appeared  to  him,  that 
the  qoestioQ  with  regard  to  the  continu- 


ance or  repeal  of  tbe  property  tax,  de- 
pended altogether  on  events  which  were 
still  in  the  womb  of  time,  and  which  the 
continued '  sitting  of  parliament  could 
neither  precipitate  nor  delay.  If,  for  in- 
stance, the  American  war  continued,  or  it 
were  found  necessary  to  maintain  a  large 
army  on  the  continent  for  a  prolonged 
period,  he  should  think  that  either  of  those 
causes,  or  both  together,  would  render 
the  continuance  of  that  tax  as  expedient 
as  its  first  imposition  was  neceuary.  That 
tax  was  most  objectionable  and  burthen* 
some  in  many  respecta;  but  if  the  same 
necessity  which  created  it  required  its 
continuance,  he  had  no  doubt  tbe  country 
had  patriotism  enough  to  submit.  With 
regand  to  the  Bank  restriction,  it  was 
equally  evident,  that  the  large  drain  of 
specie  which  would  be  occasioned  by  the 
prolongation  of  the  American  war,  and 
the  maintenance  of  a  force  on  the  conti- 
nent, would  also  render  the  continuance 
of  that  measure  necessary.  At  any  rate, 
the  House  must  wait  for  evfsnts  before 
it  could  come  to  a  decision  on  any  of  those 
questions.  How  could  they  judge  of  the 
ne^ociations  at  Vienna  until  they  were 
finished  ?  To  keep  the  House  sitting  under 
present  circumstances  would  be  only 
playing  the  children's  game  of  ^estions 
and  commands  to  no  good  purpose.  He 
could  not  forget  that  the  same  gentlemen 
who  now  recommended  that  the  House 
should  continue  sitting,  had  formerly  re- 
commended the  husbanding  oar  resources, 
and  would  have  shut  us  up  in  our  island, 
and  left  all  Euirope  a  prey  to  the  most  re- 
lentless despotism.  By  tbe  very  different 
policy  pursued  by  ministers,  we  had  be- 
come the  deliverers  and  the  arbiters  of  the 
world ;  and  be  now  wished  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  of  consolidating  the  great 
work  which  they  had  begun. 

Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  said,  he  understood 
the  negociations  at  Ghent  were  going  on 
favourably.  He  was  glad  of  it,  and  as  far 
as  an  individual  might,  he  begged  to  thank 
ministers  for  sending  out  instructiona 
which  had  caused  them  to  take  such  a 
turn.  If  the  American  war  were  not  put 
an  end  to,  the  property  tax  and  war  taxes 
must  be  continued,  which  otherwise  might 
become  unnecessary. 

Mr.  WIdthread  complimented  Mr.  Mar* 
ryatt  on  tbe  gallantry  with  which,  in  the 
course  of  the  evening,  he  had  twice  coma 
forward  in  defence  of  ministers.  He  was 
not  altogether  surprised  at  tbe  good^  opi- 
nion the  hon.  gentleman  had  of  minister^ 
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and  doobted  nol  bat  if  oeriaio  friends  of 
hit  (Mr.  Whitbread's)  were  to  ptis  o?er 
to  .the  Treaiory-beocba  that  they  would 
•oon  be  equally  happy  in  coociliatiog  the 
hon.  gentlemaD's  confidence.  In  their 
Address  in  answer  to  the  Speech  of  the 
Prince  Regent,  the  Mouse  had  pledged 
Itself  to  proceed  with  all  due  caution  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  should  appear  ne* 
cessary  for  the  purpose  of  extending  our 
trade  and  securing  the  adrantages  we 
hare  gained.  This  pledge  the  House,  he 
contended,  by  adjonming  as  was  now  pro- 
posed to  do  without  taking  any  step  in 
consequence  of  it,  left  unredeemed.  They 
bad  that  night  for  the  first  time  heard  from 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  £z* 
chequer  the  portentous  declaration,  that 
the  property  tax  was  to  continue;  and  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  hinted,  that 
those  ought  not  to  Tote  against  it  who 
could  not  point  out  some  other  mode  of 
raising  the  money  necessary  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  state.  This  position  he  denied. 
It  was  not  for  those  who  objected  to  the 
taxes  proposed  by  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  defise 
p^ers.  For  what  purpose  was  the  place 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  held  given  him, 
if  other  members  were  to  discover  for  him 
measures  of  finance  ?  It  was  enough  for 
them  to  shew  that  they  were  oppressive, 
injurious,  and  unneceuary,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  country.  An  intimation  had 
also  been  given  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man, that  a  corn  Bill  would  be  intro- 
duced in  the  coarse  of  the  session.  A 
measure  which,  whatever  might  be  its  in- 
trinsic policy,  it  would  be  highly  inex- 
pedient to  attempt  in  the  present  state  of 
the  country.  He  had  been  charged  with 
inconsistency,  because  he  bad  expressed 
his  confidence  in  lord  Castlereagh  at  the 
time  of  his  departure  for  the,  continent, 
and  would  not  now  continue  it.  It  was 
true,  that  from  the  autumn  of  the  year 
1809,  when  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Canning)  had  made  a  desperate  plunge  in 
politics  for  the  purpose  of  unseating  the  no- 
ble lord  and  placing  himself  at  the  head  of 
the  administration  (which  adventure  had 
ended  in  his  own  complete  downfall),  he 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  had  enteruined  a  higher 
opinion  of  the  noble  lord ;  the  conduct  of 
lord  Castlereagh  at  that  time  had  met 
Mr.  Whitbread's  approbation,  and  his 
conduct  since  had  not  tended  to  diminish 
it:  this  opinion  he  had  fairly  avowed, 
nor  was  he  disposed  now  to  recal  it,  but 
fttany  circumstances  had  recently  come  to 
(yOL.XXIX.) 


bis  knowledge  which  induced  him  to 
lessen  his  confidence,  nor  did  he  attribute 
the  destruction  of  Buonaparte  so  much 
either  to  the  councils  of  the  noble  lord,  or 
to  the  efforts  of  the  allies,  as  to  the  over* 
weening  vanity  of  him  who  had  been  de- 
throned, amounting  to  nothing  short  of 
madness.  But  was  the  conduct  of  the 
British  minister  at  Vienna,  with  reaard  to 
Saxony  or  Poland,  such  as  to  ado  to  the 
confidence  he  had  felt  ?  Undoubtedly  it 
must  be  diminished,  and  then,  what  was 
he  to  say  to  those  who  called  themselves 
the  toaojotors  of  the  noble  lord)  who 
were  in  truth  only  his  colleagues,  .bound 
to  him  by  ties  of  office,  but  incapable^ 
utterly  incapable  of  rendering  him  in 
his  arduous  situation  of  ambassador  tha 
smallest  assistance  ?  The  financial  blun- 
ders of  the  right  hon*  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  occasioned  the  early 
assemblinff  of  parliament,  and  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  used  the  House  of 
Commons  for  the  purpose  of  postponing 
the  evil  day  for  which  he  had  not  pro* 
vided.  As  to  the  questions  he  had  felt  il 
his  duty  to  put,  one  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
^  Marry att)  had  called  them  children's  play 
'of  questions  and  commands:  It  was  well 
he  did  not  say  answers,  for  none  were 
given,  or  if  given,  they  well  deserved  the 
appellation  of  children's  answers  [Mr* 
Wellesley  Pole  shook  his  head].  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  needed  not  to  agitato 
himself:  he  (Mr.  Whitbread)  would  not 
stop  to  take  any  notice  of  him  now  ;  ho 
had  matti^  of  much  higher  concernment 
to  treat:  besides,  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  had  calM  for  quarter,  and  he  should 
have  it.  [A  laugh].  The  part  which  mi- 
nisters had  acted,  might,  indeed,  be  pro- 
perly called  child's  play :  they  had  be- 
haved like  children,  who,  conscious  of  their 
own  weakness,  were  seeking  for  support 
and  assistance  from  others.  They  were 
constantly  praying  not  to  be  assailed  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  we  noble  lord.  "  Where 
is  the  noble  lord  ?  Wait  till  the  noble  lord 
comes,  the  noble  lord  will  be  able  to  ac- 
count for  every  thingy  and  clear  himself  to 
I  us.''  They  were  constantly  calling  out 
like  babies,  «*  Where  is  daddy?  Oh 
dear!  Where  isdaddy?  Wewantdaddv!'^ 
for  lord  Castlereagh  was  absent,  and  they 
sorely  felt  the  want  of  his  paternal  soar- 
dianship  and  assistance.  [Hear,  hear !  and 
a  laugh].  The  hon.  gentleman  then  pro- 
ceed^ to  refer  to  the  precedents  of  179Y 
and  180a,  to  shew  that  the  present  ad- 
journment was  Qrtiostifiable  on  that  ground  j 
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he  had  no  donbt  ministers  found  parlia* 
ment  a  very  troubIe8ome  machine,  which 
they  had  not  the  power  to  manage,  and 
wished  to  get  rid  of  it;  but  the  people  of 
England'  knew  its  value ;  for  upon  the 
speeches,  good  or  bad,  delivered  in  that 
assembly,  depended  the  liberties  of  man- 
kind. Buonaparte  at  the  Isle  of  Elba  must 
chuckle  exceedin^y  at  seeing  what  had 
happened  since  his  abdication,  which 
tended,  if  any  thing  could  do  so,  to  the 
restoration  of  that  extraordinary  person; 
for  mankind  would  prefer  the  yoke  of 
one  efficient  tyrant  of  talents,  which  might 
give  sanction  to  atrocious  follies  of  a  set 
'  of  inefficient  tyrants :  of  one  great  and 
efficient  tyranf,  a  great  many  inefficient 
tyrants  had  started  up  in  his  room. 

Mr.  Bathurst  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  follow  the  hon.  gentleman  through  the 
Tarioos  topics  embraced  in  his  speech. 
The  objection  urged  against  the  adjourn- 
ment, that  the  House  had  not  redeemed 
the  pledge  they  had  given,  "  to  prodeed 
with  due  caution  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  should  appear  necessary  for  extending 
our  commerce  and  secure  the  advantages 
we  had  gained/'  was,  he  thought,  singu- 
larly urged,  as  it  could  hardly  be  thought 
they  would  make  good  their  promise  to 
proceed  with  due  caution,  had  they  en- 
tered upon  the  subject  thus  early.  He 
maintained  nothing  that  had  transpired 
9ught  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the 
House  in  ministers,  and  complained  of  the 
unfairness  pf  mixing  up  the  personal  con- 
duct of  ihe  noble  lord  at  Vienna,  with  the 
proceedings  imputed  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man to  the  allied  powers.  It  was  unjust  to 
do  this  till  it  had  been  proved  that  they 
had  his  sanction,  and  he  denied  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  could  give  proof  of  this. 
The  negociations  now  pending,  were  only 
second  in  importance  to  those  which  had 
formerly  called  for  the  presence  of  the 
noble  lord,  and  the  confidence  of  the 
House  on  the  present  occasion  was  not 
less  desirable  than  on  the  former.  On 
the  choice  made  of  the  noble  lord  to  attend 
the  Congress,  he  believed  no  difference  of 
opinion  had  existed.  If  the  House  sanc- 
tioned the  mission  of  the  noble  lord  to 
Vienna,  they  must  take  the  inconvenien- 
cies  with  the  conveniencies,  and  wait  till 
the  proceedings  of  the  Congress  (of  the 
meeting  of  which  they  had  not  yet  heard) 
were  made  public.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  sneered  at  the  situation  in  which  mi- 
nisters stood  in  the  absepce  of  that  noble 
lord.     His  absence  was  unquestionably 


Moti^  qf  Adjournment  tUl  Fehmary.         [69S 

severely  felt  by  all  of  them,  but  he  was 
confident,  that  had  the  noble  lord  remained 
in  his  place  in  (hat  House,  his  conduct 
would  have  been  marked  by  that  reserve 
of  which  so  many  complaints  had  been 
made  against  himself  and  his  colleagues 
near  him.  On  the  subject  of  the  arrange- 
ments spoken  of  on  the  continent,  he  agaia 
asserted  they  could  not  have  been  finally 


settled.  The  negociations  at  Ghent  had 
been  going  on  at  a  period  subsequent  to 
that,  down  to  which  the  proceedings  were 
given  in  the  American  papers;  and  the 
fact  of  negociations  being  pending,  was  a 
sufficient  reason  for  the  House  to  abstain 
from  all  Interference  on  th^t  subject.  He 
contended  that  ministers  had  not  asked 
that  confidence  should  be  reposed  in 
them,  which  it  had  not  been  the  custom  of 
parliament  to  grant,  on  occasions  at  all 
resembling  the  present.  He  complained  of 
the  attack  made  on  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Wellesley  Pole),  as  unjust.  He 
thought  him  hardly  dealt  by,  to  be  spoken 
of  as  if  nothing  but  his  birth  could  have 
made  him  eligible  to  serve  the  public. 
He  vindicated  the  calling  of  parliament 
together  before  Christmas,  and  attempted 
to  shew  the  inconsistency  of  the  com- 
plaint that  this  measure  excluded  the 
Irish  members  from  the  House,  and  the 
assertion  that  the  consideration  of  the 
Bank  Restriction  Act  ought  to  be  forth- 
with proceeded  with;  as  if  it  would  be 
proper  to  deny  them  all  participation  in 
so  important  an  inquiry.  Having  replied 
to  a  variety  of  other  arguments  urged  tn 
the  debate,  he  again  repelled  the  charges 
preferred  against  the  noble  lord  now  at 
Vienna,  and  demanded,  before  judgment 
should  be  pronounced  on  bis  .conduct^ 
that  be  might  have  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining it  in  person,  when  he  doubted 
not,  he  would  succeed  in  shewing,  that  if^ 
in  every  thing,  he  had  not  been  successful^ 
he  had  not  failed  to  discharge  his  duty. 

The  House  divided,  when  the  numbers 
were: 

For  the  Amendment    •••••23 

Against  it 86 

Majority ^63 

The  original  motion  was  then  agreed  to» 
Ader  which  the  House  adjourned  to  Thurs* 
day,  the  9ih  of  February,  1815. 


BOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

'Hainday,  Feb.  9,  IS\ 5. 

This  day  both  Houses  met  pursuant  to 
adjoummant. 
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Militia.]  Earl  FUzteilUam  gare  notice 
that  on  Wedoesday  next  be  would  submit 
a  motioQ  on  the  Bubject  of  the  militia,  and 
mofVed  that  the  Lords  be  summoned. 

Lord  GrtnvUk  adverted  to  the  propriety 
of  having  accounts  before  their  lordships 
relative  to  the  disembodying  of  militia 
corps  which  had  taken  place  subsequently 
to  those  of  which  a  statement  had  already 
been  laid  upon  the  table ;  and  he  intimated 
his  intention  to  move  for  such  paper. 

Viscount  Sidmouth  observed,  that  there 
could  be  no  possible  objection  to  the  pro- 
duction of  such  an  account  as  that  contem- 
plated by  the  noble  lord.  The  document 
could  be  laid  before  the  House  either  to- 
morrow or  Monday. 

Lord  GrenvilU  then  moved,  that  the 
account  be  laid  before  the  House,  which 
was  ordered  accordingly. 


Feb.  9«  1815. 
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Tkuradi^,  Fetruary  9. 

PftOPBaTY  Tax.]  Mr.  Serjeant  Ondcfu) 
rose  to  present  a  petition  against  the  re- 
newal of  the  Property-tax,  from  the  mayor, 
corporation,  and  inhabitantsof  the  town  of 
Guildford.  He  stated  that  these  petitioners 
had  cheerfully  borne  the  tax  during  the 
war,  but  conceited  that  they  were  now 
entitled  to  an  exemption  from  this  burthen. 
IJe  moved  that  the  Petition  be  read. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said,  he  was  desirous  of 
taking  the  earliest  opportunity  of  calling 
the,  attention  of  the  House  to  the  9ubject  of 
this  Petition ;  a  subject  on  which  such  very 
numerous  petitions  had  been  prepared  all 
over  the  country  to  be  presented  to  that 
House.  He  now  rose  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whether 
his  Majesty's  ministers  had  yet  made  up  their 
minds  as  to  the  course  they  would  pursde. 
He  wished  to  know,  whether  or  not  it  was 
their  intention  to  propose  a  renewal  of  the 
property  tax,  which,  according  to  the 
existing  law,  would  expire  on  the  5th  of 
next  April. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  it  was  his  intention  on  Friday,  the  17th 
inst.,  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House  several  important  measures  relating 
to  the  finances  of  the  country  ;  and  he  was 
prepared  to  state,  that  the  continuance  of 
the  property  tax  was  not  one  of  the  mea- 
sures he  meant  to  propose,  unless  in  the 
event  of  the  non-ratification  of  the  treaty 
of  peace  with  America* 

Mr.  Pon»anbj/y92A  not  sure  that  he  rightly 
comprehended  the  meaning  of  the  right 


hon.  gentleman:  he  understood  him  to 
say,  that  it  was  not  at^resent  his  intentiou 
to  propose  a  renewal  of  the  property  tax. 
He  wished  to  know  if  be  was  right  in  this.^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  cer* 
tainly  he  did  not  mean  to  propose  a  re- 
newal of  the  property  tax,  unless  the 
House  should  refuse  to  adopt  the  other 
measures  which  it  would  be  his  duty  to 
submit  to  their  consideration. 

Mr.  Fonsonfy  thought  what  had  fallen 
from  the. right  hon.  gentleman  was  quite 
unsatisfactory :  he  wished  to  know  what 
was  his  determination.  He  was  aware 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  did  not  make  up 
his  mind  hastily,  nbr  always  cling  perti- 
naciously to  his  first  resolution ;  but  after 
the  time  which  had  passed  since  the  House 
last  met,  he  ouj^ht  to  have  been  able  to 
make  up  his  mind  on  this  subject;  he 
ought  to  be  able  to  give  a  decisive  answer 
to  the  question.  Did  he  mean  to  propose 
a  renewal  of  the  property  tax,  or  did  he 
not? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said 
that  the  renewal  of  the  property  ux  was 
not  one  of  the  measures  which  he  bad  tbea 
an  intention  to  propose,  but  he  had  othec 
measures  to  propose  in  lieu  of  it. 

Mr.  Whitoread  said,  the  statement  whicb 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  first  made 
was  very  difierent  from  what  he  had  last 
said.  He  had  first  stated  that  he  should 
not  propose  the  renewal  of  the  property 
tax,  unless  the  House  should  refuse  to  adopt 
a  financial  arrangement  which  he  should 
then  propose.  If  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man rested  on  this  statement,  it  was  im^ 
portant  that  the  country  should  know  ii^ 
that  the  manifestation  of  the  public  feeling 
against  this  inquisitorial  and  oppressive 
tax  might  continue.  The  right  hon.  gen* 
tieman  had  now  that  measure,  the  renewal 
of  the  property  tax»  in  his  bands  as  an  in* 
strument  of  coercion.  He  could  say, 
'<  adopt  whatever  I  suggest,  or  else  yoa 
shall  submit  to  the  property  tax.''  After 
a  lapse  of  a  few  minutes  the  right  liom 
gentleman  had  taken  a  difierent  tone. 
Now,  what  was  the  state  of  the  case? 
Did  the  right  hon.  gentleman  propose  the 
property  tax  as  an  alternative,  which  it 
would  be  necessary  to  accept  if  his  finan* 
cial  propositions  were  not  agreed  to ;  or 
did  he  mean  to  say,  that  neither  in  that 
event,  noi*  in  any  other  event,  would  the 
property  tax  be  renewed  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
he  did  not  doubt  the  country  would  cheer- 
fully submit  to  the  meaiures  which  the 
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House  night  think  it  most  expedient  to 
edopt.  The  Houser  on  Friday  the  17th, 
would  have  to  consider  a  financial  scheme, 
of  which  the  renewal  of  the  property  tax 
would  form  no  part ;  it  would,  of  course, 
be  for  the  House  to  determine,  whether 
the  scheme  which  he  had  to  pnopose 
would  be  preferable  to  a  renewal  or  modi* 
iication  of  the  property  tax  ? 

Mr.  Whiibread,  The  first  statement  of 
the  right  hoh.  gentleman,  then,  was  the 
correct  one,  and  the  property  tax  it  to 
be  the  alternatiTe. 

The  Petition  having  been  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

General  Chuecyne  s^id  that  he  was  not 
perfectly  aatisfied  with  the  explanation  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  had 
a  petition  to  present  on  the  same  subject, 
and  he  believed  there  never  was  one  more 
numerously  signed  presented  in  behalf  of 
the  town  which  he  represented ;  he  be- 
lieved that  there  were  not  above  seven  or 
eight  individuals  paying  the  tax  in  Liver- 
pool by  whom  the  petition  against  it  was 
not  signed^  He  had  expected  that  day 
to  have  heard  a  positive  declaration  on  the 
part  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
that  aft  he  saw  the  tax  was  so  disagreeable 
to  the  country,  he  would  not  attempt  to 
propose  its  revival.  The  circumstances 
which  had  attended  the  adoption  of  the 
petition  which  he  had  to  present,  were  so 
extraordinary,  that  he  could  not  soiFer  the 
question  to  pass  without  mentioning  them  ; 
as  they  proved,  that  before  Christmas  the 
ministr}'  had  not  determined  whether  they 
should  not  prolong  the  existence  of  the 
property  tax  beyond  the  5th  of  April 
next,  or  rather  that  they  had  determinetl 
to  continue  it  for  one  year ;  for  a  letter 
written  soon  af^er  the  recess,  from  a  per- 
son too  closely  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Prince  Regent  to  leave  any  doubt  on  the 
subject,  and  which  was  sent  to  Liverpool, 
stated  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
ministry  to  propose  the  continuation  of 
the  property  tax  for  one  year,  even  on  the 
supposition  that  the  treaty  of  peace  was 
ratified  by  the  American  government. 
This  Wter  was  sent  to  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom  :  indeed,  it  was  so  general,  that 
it  was  acted  upon.  The  town  of  Liverpool, 
which  would  not  otherwise  have  met,  had 
been  called  together,  and  at  that  meeting 
the  petition  against  the  property  tax, 
which  he  had  to  present,  had  been  agreed 
on  by  all  present,  with  the  exception  of 
two  or  three  individuals.  He  was  then 
instructed  to  in<)uire  vbat  the  intentions 
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of  his  Majesty's  ministers  were  ?    He  had, 
of  course,  no  right  to  demand  what  those 
intentions  were,  but  he  should  have  wished 
to  have  been  informed  on  that  subject,  to 
know  whether  he  should  propose  that  the 
petition  be  referred  to  a  committee,  or 
simply  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table.     It 
would  be  most  consistent  with  the  cha- 
racter of  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  to  declare  absolutely  that 
he  should  not  propose  the  renewal  of  the 
tax.    But  although  the  explanation  which 
had  been  given  was  not  perfectly  satis* 
factory,  he  did  not  think  fit  to  propose  a 
committee. 

The  Petition  was  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table.  In  the  course  of  the 
evening,  forty-two  petitions  were  presented 
against  the  continuance  of  the  property 
tax. 


CounT  Martial  on  Sir  JoAn  Murray.] 
The  Chancellar  qf  ihe  Exchequer  informed 
the  House,  that  he  had  received  the  com- 
mands of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent  to  acquaint  them  that  lieutenant 
general  sir  John  Murray,  a  member  of 
this  Houscy  had  been  placed  under  arrest, 
in  order  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial. 

Mr.  Fremanile  said,  that  it  was  not  bis 
intention  to  trouble  the  House  with  re- 
marks on  the  court-martial  of  sir  John 
Murray,  but  he  could  not  help  observing 
with  regret  the  personal  enmity  and 
rancour  which  had  neen  suffered  to  mani- 
fest itself  on  that  trial. 

Mr.  Rote  called  the  hon,  member  to 
order,  and  said  it  was  perfectly  irregular 
to  make  observations  on  a  subject  not  st 
all  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Prenumtle  said,  that  his  only  inten- 
tion was  to  call  the  attention  of  ministers 
to  the  circumstance,  which  was  the  more 
necesiary,  as  they  bad  seen  the  alarming 
circumstance  which  had  arisen  from  an- 
other court-martial. 

Thtf  Chancellor  of  ike  Exchequer  said,  the 
hon.  gentleman  might  have  introduced 
the  observations  he  chose  to  make  with 
more  regularity  on  the  motion,  which  he 
was  now  about  to  propose.  It  might  be, 
however,  satisfactofv  to  the  hon.  gentle- 
mad,  to  know  that  bis  Majesty's  govern- 
ment had  taken  precautions  to  prevent 
unpleasant  consequences  resulting  from 
what  had  happened  on  the  trial  in  ques- 
tion. The  right  hon.  gentleman  then 
moved.  That  an  humble  addreu  be  pre- 
sented to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regenti  to  return  the  thanks  of  tbia  House 
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to  bis  Royal  Highness^  for  his  most  gra- 
cious Message,  and  for  his  tender  regard 
to  the  privileges  of  this  House,  in  the  com« 
monication  which  he  has  been  pleased  to 
make  to  this  House  of  the  reason  for 
putting  lieut.  general  sir  John  Murray 
in  arrest. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Bank  RssraicTiON  BillI]  On  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer* 
the  Act  of  the  54  Geo.  S,  c.  99*  to  con- 
tinue the  restrictions  contained  in  several 
Acts  on  payments  of  cash  by  the  Bank 
of  England,  was  entered  as  read.  The 
right  non.  gentleman  then  moved.  That 
the  House  should,  on  Monday  next,  re- 
solve itself  into 'a  committee  to. consider 
of  the  said  Act. 

Mr.  Homer  wished  to  know  if  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  meant  to  propose  the  re- 
newal of  the  Bank  Restriction  Act,  with- 
out first  moving  that  the  House  should  go 
into  a  committee  on  the  afiairs  of  the 
Bank. 

The  ChanccUor  qf  the  Bxckequer  had  no 
intention  of  moving  for  such  a  committee; 
but  it  was  competent  for  any  member  to 
bring  forward  such  a  motion  if  he  thought 
proper. 


CONOBBSS  AT  ViBNNA.]       Mt. 

aaid,  that  as  there  was  a  motion  before 
the  House,  he  should  trouble  them  with  a 
few  words  before  the  motion  was  pot.  As 
notice  had  been  ^iven  for  so  early  a  day 
as  the  17th  of  thii  month,  of  a  new  plan 
of  finance,  he  most  of  course  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  afibin  of  Europe  were 
definitively  settled.  At  least,  if  minor 
points  had  not  been  completely  arranged, 
yet  as  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  about  to  propose  im- 
portant financial  arrangemenu,  that  all  the 
grand  points  had  been  settled  which  had 
been  in  controversy  so  long,  and  so  dis- 
gracefully in  controversy  at  Vienna.  He 
wished  therefore  to  know,  whether  his 
Majesty's  ministers  were  better  informed 
on  some  points  than  they  were  previous 
to'  the  adjournment  of  the  House  on  the 
1st  of  December;  whether  they  were 
prepared  to  disavow  the  proclamation  of 

Srince  Repnin,  of  which  at  that  time  they 
new  nothing ;  whether  they  were  able  to 
speak  with  certainty  as  to  the  fate  of 
Genoa,  respecting'  which,  then,  they  had 
no  information?  These  matters  were  of 
course  now  finally  arranged  and  adjusted, 
10  that  ministers  were  abk  to  look  forward 


with  security  to  the  settlement  of  the  af- 
fairs of  Europe,  as  was  evident  by  the 
measures  of  which  they  had  given  notice. 
He  should  not  speak  of  the  disgraceful 
acts,  if  acts  they  were,  wh^ch  had  ema- 
nated from  the  Congress,  nor  of  the  dis- 
graceful manner  in  which  the  great  sub- 
jects discussed  there  had  been  treated** 
that  it  was  stated  that  so  many  millions 
of  subjects  were  due  to  one  sovereign, 
and  a  balance  of  250,000  subjects  to  an- 
other sovereign,  as  if  the  sovereigns  were 
every  thing,  and  the  people  nothing—as 
if  the  horrors  of  the  French  Revolution 
had  made  such  an  impression  on  the 
minds  of  men,  that  no  fantastic  tricks  on 
the  part  of  monarchs  could  shake  them  on 
their  thrones,  and  renew  those  terrible 
convulsions  which  had  shaken  all  Europe. 
But  it  wss  most  important  that  the  House 
should  know  what  arrangements  had  been 
made  at  the  Congress,  and  he  thought 
there  was  no  time  so  proper  to  inquire  as 
when  notice  had  been  given  of  a  definitive 
financial  arrangement. 

The  Chanemr  qf  the  Exchequer  con* 
sidered  the  conduct  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
irregular^  in  bringing  the  subjecu  which 
he  had  mentioned  into  discussion,  when 
no  qneation  respecting  them,  and  no 
authentic  document  was  before  the  House* 
At  the  same  time  he  had  certainly  no 
objection  to  sav,  once  for  all,  that  as 
his  noble  friend  (lord  Castlereagh),  who 
had  attended  the  sitting  of  Congress  at 
Vienna,  was  on  his  return,  and  might  be 
expected  home  in  a  few  days,  he  was  dis- 
posed to  wait  his  arrival  before  he  offered 
that  explanation  which  had  been  required. 
The  House  would  feel,  that  it  would  be  in 
the  power  of  his  noble  friend  to  give 
fuller  and  more  satisfactory  information 
on  all  the  great  poiiits  which  might  be 
touched  upon,  than  be  could  submit  to 
them ;  and  he  therefore  hoped  they  would 
admit  the  propriety  of  waiting  till  the 
noble  lord  could  be  present  This  state- 
ment, he  trusted,  would  satisfy  gentlemen 
opposite  that  no  disrespect  was  intended 
to  them,  if  some  of  their  questions  re- 
mained unanswered. 

Mr.  Wkiibrtad  only  wished  to  remind 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  the  House, 
that  it  had  been  said  on  a.  former  occasion, 
when  the  silence  observed  on  the  Trea- 
sury-bench had  been  made  a  subject  of 
complaint,  that  bad  the  noble  lord  been 
in  the  House  at  that  time,  the  same 
secrecy  would  have  enveloped  the  eventa 
passing  on  the  continent,  but  that  the 


information  wiihed  for  would  be  giTen  in 
his.absence,  if  ne  should  opt  be  retyroed 
when  parliament  again  assembled. 

Mr.  Fonsonby  denied  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  was  correct  in 
describing  the  conduct  of  his  hon.  friend 
as  irregular  in  bringing  forward  those 
topics  to  which  he  bad  thought  it  his 
duty  to  advert.  There  was  a  question  be- 
fore the  House,  and  one  which,  as  it  ex- 
.  tended  to  the  whole  of  the  money  trans- 
actions of  the  country,  was  one  into  the 
discussion  of  which  they  might  be  fairly 
introduced.  He*  for  his  own  part,  would 
say,  that  if  the  state  in  which  things 
shQuld  be  placed  was  so  far  determined 
upon  at  Vienna  that  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman thought  himself  justified  in  making 
his  financial  calculations  for  the  year,  he 
would  have  done  well  to  postpone  bring- 
ing forward  the  measures  he  had  an- 
nounced, till  he  could  make  some  state- 
ment explanatory  of  the  arrangements  to 
take  place.  To  him  it  appeared  an  extra* 
ordinary  thing  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  should  give  notice  that  he 
would  to-morrow  se'nnight  bring  foVward 
some  new  and  important  financial  plan, 
and  yet  refuse  to  say  any  thin^  of  the 
general  'state  of  politics.  At  th^  same 
time,  he  confessed  he  did  not  feel  this  so 
strong  a  difficulty  as  other  people  might 
feel  it,  for  in  his  opinion  there  was  but 
one  course  for  the  House  to  pursue, 
namely,  to  reduce  as  fast  as  possible  the 
public  expenditure.  The  state  of  the 
country  and  the  happiness  of  the  people 
required  it.  As  the  exertions  of  the 
people  had  pot  an  end  to  the  property 
tax,  he  hoped  a  continued  manifestation 
of  public  opinion  would  produce  still 
greater  benefits,  and  oblige  ministers  (o 
reduce  the  public  expenditure  to  the 
smallest  scale  consistent  with  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  country  [Hear,  hear  !], 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Sir  Jambs  Duff.]  Mr.  Wfutbread  yvishei 
to  ask  a  question,  which  he  supposed  ihe 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might  an- 
swer, even  in  the  absence  of  lord  Castlq- 
reagh  :  whether  inquiries  had  been  made 
as  to  the  conduct  of  sir  James  DulT,  in 
advising  the  -governor  of  Gibraltar  to  give 
up  certain  Spanish  fugitives  ? 

The  OianccUor  qftlic  Exchequer  informed 
the  hon.  gentleman  that  inquiries  were 
made,  but  the  answers  not  yet,  he  believed, 
received. 

Mr.  ff^i^Mkl  begged  to  recal  the  right 
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hon.  gentleman  to  dates.  At  the  latter 
end  of  November  the  inquiry  was  trans • 
mitted;  plenty  of  time,  therefore,  had 
elapsed  for  the  necessary  ans^wers ;  per- 
haps in  the  multiplicity  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  avocations,  the  correspon- 
dence might  have  been  overlooked.  He 
would  therefore  express  a  hope  that  before 
to-morrow,  when  he  meant  to  repeat  hia 
question,  some  answer  would  be  forth- 
coming. 

The  Chancellor  (/  the  Exchequer  hoped 
in  a  very  short  time  to  be  able  to  lay  be- 
fore the  House  the  necessary  information. 

COMMISSIONEBS  OF  ACCOUNTS  IN  IRE- 
LAND.] Sir  Jofm  Newport  desired  to  be 
informed  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
opposite,  whether  his  Majesty's  ministers 
had  it  in  contemplation  to  introduce  a  Bill 
in  the.  present  session,  to  enable  the  com- 
missioners of  accounts  in  Ireland  to  exa- 
mine on  oath  the  several  witnesses  they 
may  think  necessary.  He  was  aware  that 
the  crown  had  given  permission  to  that 
effect,  but  contended  that  such  permission 
was  illegal,  and  that  the  commissioners 
could  not  proceed  to  exercise  that  power 
unauthorized  by  act  of  parliament.  He 
requested  permission  to  inform  the  House, 
that  he  had  been  legally  advised  on  this 
subject,  and  that  the  former  Act  was  re- 
duced to  a  perfect  nullity,  in  consequence 
of  its  not  having  contained  that  authority. 

Mr.  Baihurtt  stated,  that  he  was  not 
aware  of  any  such  intention  on  the  part 
of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  they  conceiving 
it  perfectly  unnecessary. 

Sir  John  Newport  observed,  that  he 
should  then  esteem  it  his  duty  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  that  effect;  and  immediately 
gave  notice  that  he  would  introduce  it  on 
Tuesday  next. 


Sale  of  the  PaoMPTS  and  Psyche 
Frigates.^  Mr.  Croker  presented  an 
account  ol  the  number  of  ships  and  ves- 
sels on  the  lakes  of  Canada. 

Mr.  Whithread  inquired  if  there  was  no 
correspondence  respecting  the  intended 
sale  of  the  frigates  of  the  nature  of  that 
for  which  he  had  formerly  inquired. 

Mr.  Croker  said  there  was  no  corre- 
spondence of  the  nature  described^  of  the 
dates  formerly  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
secretary. 

Mr.  IVhitbread  had  understood  from  the 
hon.  gentleman  that  such  a  thing  had 
never  been  in  contemplation. . 

Mr.  Croker  repeated  the  statemenij  that 
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there  was  no  correspondence  of  the  nature 
described,  and  of  the  dates  specified. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  the  paper  in  his 
pocket  must,  in  that  case,  contain  a  for- 
gery. He  had  received  a  letter  written 
in  thenamp  of  the  bon.  gentleman,  signed 
J.  W.  Croker,  directing  the  sale  of  them. 
He  had  understood  that  hon.jgenileman 
to  state  on  a  former  occasion,  that  nothing 
of  the  kind  had  been  in  contemplation ; 
and  if  his  memory  did  not  deceife  him, 
he  had  said,  referring  to  him,  "  if  he 
cannot  take  my  word,  let  him  bring  his 
motion."  An  order  from  the  Admiralty 
likewise  signed  by  him,  and  dated  July 
227,  18 1 4,  he  had  received,  which  went  to 
autboriae  the  sale  of  the  ships.  The 
letter  of  *the  bon.  gentleman  was  dated 
July  f  6th.  It  stated  the  lords  of  the  Ad- 
miralty to  have  abandoned  the  idea  of 
setting  them  up  as  first  intended,  and  di- 
rected them  to  be  sold ;  the  frames  to  be 
conveyed  to  Halifax.  The  bon.  gentle* 
ipan,  if  he  had  not  been  misunderstood, 
had  fallen  into  a  great  and  unaccountable 
want  of  recollection,  having  forgotten  that 
he  had  signed  the  order  in  question.  Mr. 
Whitbread  moved,  "  That  there  be  laid 
before  the  House  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  navy  office*,  addressed  to  commissioner 
Hall  at  Quebec,  touching  the  sale  of  the 
frames  of  the  Prompte  and  Psyche  fri- 
gates." 

Mr.  Croker  said,  that  be  had  no  objec* 
tion  to  the  production  of  the  paper, 
which,  in  fact,  was  a  mere  repetition  of 
an  Admiralty  order  included  in  the  papers 
before  the  House,  and  on  that  account 
alone  omitted,  as  were  other  papers  of  a 
similar  nature.  'With  respect  to  what  had 
fallen  from  him  on  a  former  occasion,  if 
the  bon  member  would  do  him  the  honour 
of  more  accurately  remembering  his  words, 
he  would  find  that  he  only  contradicted 
the  statement  of  the  bon.  member,  that 
both  the  frigates  sent  out  were  ordered 
to  be  sold,  as  inapplicable  to  their  object, 
that  statement  being,  in  fact,  unfounded, 
as  one  of  those  frigatesy  which  was  still 
on  the  navy  list,  had  actually  been  car- 
ried up  to  the  lake  for  which  it  was  ori- 
ginally intended. 

Mr.  Whitbread  declared  he  was  in  the 
recollection  of  the  House,  that  he  under- 
stood the  bon.  secretary  to  have  denied 
that  any  order  at  all  had  been  sent  out 
with  respect  to  the  sale  of  either  of  the 
ships  under  consideration.  A  gentleman 
might  contrive  an  easy  egren  from  any 
autemant  through  the  distance  of  dates. 


but  he  certainly  never  understood  the  bon. 
secretary  to  Hive  made  any  distinction  aa 
to  singular  or  plural  in  the  conversation 
alluded  to,  but  to  have  applied  bis  contra* 
diction  quite  in  unqualified  terms. 

Mr.  Croker  observed,  that  the  order  sent 
out  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  either  of 
these  frigates  was  quite  conditional,  de* 
pending  upon  the  decision  of  sir  James 
Yeo  whether  they  were  found  efiTective  or 
not.  All  he  meant  to  contradict  in  the 
conversation  alluded  to,  was  the  statement 
on  which  he  understood  the  hon.  mover 
to  have  made,  that  neither  of  these  frigates 
was  conveyed  to  the  lake. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Petition  fbom  Wigtown  aaspBCTiNc 
Trial  by  Jury.]  A  Petition  of  the  free- 
holders, justices  of  the  peace,  comm is* 
sioners  of  supply,  heritors,  and  others^ 
having  property  in  the  county  of  Wig- 
town, was  presented  and  read;  setting 
forth : 

"  That  anciently  the  laws  and  the  formi 
of  law  of  England  and  of  Scotland  were 
similar,  and  the  greatest  number  of  law* 
suits,  civil  as  well  as  criminal,  were  tried 
by  Jury;  and  that,  in  the  reign  of  king 
Jamesnhe  5th,  the  court  of  session  waa 
introduced  into  Scotland,  in  which  law* 
suits  were  tried  and  decided  according  ta 
the  forms  used  in  Lorrain  and  in  other 
provinces  of  France,  without  the  assistance 
of  juries;  and  that  the  change  gave  much 
dissatisfaction,  and  was  a  great  cause  of 
the  civil  dissentions  which  agitated  Scot- 
land till  the  union  with'  England,  all  at* 
tempts  to  restore  the  form  of  Trial  by  Jury 
Mn  civil  cases  having  been  rendered  abor» 
tive;  and  that,  in  the  treaty  of  union 
with  England,  it  is  declared,  tha>  the 
laws  which  concern  public  right,  policy, 
and  civil  government,  may  be  made 
the  same  throughout  the  whole  united 
kingdom,  but  all  endeavours  for  that  pur- 
pose have  been  ineffectual ;  and  that  the 
court  of  session  has  been  divided  into  two 
divisions,  which  has  in  some  degree  reme* 
died  the  delay  in  that  court,  but  the  im- 
provement cannot  be  completed  till  the 
multiplicity  of  writings  shall  be  abridged, 
the  taking  of  evidence  by  commission 
abolished,  except  when  attendance  is  im- 
possible, and  Trials  by  Jury,  in  certain 
civil  cases,  restored ;  and  that  much  ex- 
pense and  delay  would  be  avoided,  and 
many  appeals  to  and  remits  by  the  House 
of  Peers  would  be  prevented,  by  having 
the  facto  ascertained  by  Jury  in  the  courts 
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of  original  juriidictioDy  which  woold  afford 
relief,  and  giro  satisfaction  to  the  people 
of  Scotland ;  and  praying  for  relief. ' 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

FiMANCB— I^BOPBRTy  Tax.]  Mr.  JHerney 
requested  some  explanation  from  the  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  to 
the  new  plan  of  finance,  which  he  had  an- 
nounced His  intention  of  bringing  forward 
on  Friday  next ;  and  also  whether  he  pro- 
posed to  lay  any  papers  on  the  table,  and 
of  what  nature,  illustrative  of  his  object  ? 
He  requested  this  information,  in  order 
that  other  gentlemen  might  be  afibrded  an 
opportunity  of  considering  whether  any, 
iind  what  farther  papers  might  be  neces- 
sary, with  a  view  to  the  due  understanding 
of  the  subject. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Exchequer  y9^  glad 
tbe  question  had  been  put,  as  it  gave  him 
an  opportunity  of  stating,  that  it  was  not 
a  new  plan  of  finance  which  he  proposed 
to  bring  forward.  He  had  ftated  that  he 
had  certain  important  financial  measures 
to  propose,  but  they  were  not,  as  was  80p« 
posed,  of  a  novel  description. 

Mr.  Tiemey  understood  the  object  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  be  the  propo- 
•ition  of  some  substitute  for  the  property 
tax.  If  so,  then  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
must  have  in  view  some  new  plan  of  fi- 
nance, some  provision  for  the  supply  of 
the  year,  in  lieu  of  the  property  tax.  On 
a  measure  of  such  magnitude,  ne  thought 
it  obviously  necessary  that  the  House 
should  be  furnished  with  some  previous 
information  as  Cb  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man's views,  before  it  was  called  upon  to 
decide. 

The  Chancellor  (if  tlte  Exchequer  declined 
to  enter  into  any  premature  explanation 
of  his  object;  but  he  would  repeat,  that 
the  measure  which  he  had  in  view  re- 
quired no  previous  inquiry,  but  would 
merely  consist  of  resolutions,  founded 
upon  an  ordinary  statement;  by  which 
resolutions,  however,  he  did  not  at  all  pro- 
pose  to  tie  the  judgment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Poiuonby  felt  it  impossible  even  to 
guess  at  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  object, 
from  what  he  thought  proper  to  state.  He 
wished  to  know  distinctly  whether  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
on  Friday  next  to  enter  into  the  general 
establishments  of  the  country,  or  to  state 
the  probable  expense  of  a  permanent 
peace  establishment  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  be  had  no  intention  of  entering  into 


Pinanee'»^Preperiy  Tax, 


[70* 


any  statement  as  to  the  peace  establish-^ 
ment. 

Mr.  Tiemejf  wished  to  know  something' 
of  the  nature  of  the  ways  and  means 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  proposed 
to  bring  forward,  and  what  vote  of  supply 
these  ways  and  means- were  to  meet  ? 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  lamented 
that  his  object  did  not  appear  intelligible 
to  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  His  viewr 
was  si^nply  this,  that  as  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  proposing  the  continuance  of  the 
property  tax,  he  meant  to  submit  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  House,  that  another  measure  of 
financial  supply  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Whktread  thought  it  extraordinary 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  should  think 
the  House  necessarily  obliged,  under  esL- 
isting  circumstances,  to  resolve  upon  pro* 
viding  a  substitute  for  the  property  tax, 
which,  according  to  law,  must  expire  at  a 
certain  period  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
war.      Such  a  tax  should  not  of  course 
require  a  substitute.    But  be  wished  to 
know  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  when 
that  arrival  was  to  take  place,  which  must 
necessarily  gratify  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's natural   anxiety  to  unseal  bis 
mouth  in  that  House  upon  questions  of 
general  policy ;  at  what  time  the  noble 
lord  (Castlereagh)  was  expected,  and  whe- 
ther be  was  likely  to  be  present  on  Friday 
next  t   He  also  desired  to  learn,  whether 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  intended  on  Fri« 
day  to  enter  into  any  general  statement 
of  the  finances  of  the  year ;  whether  he 
proposed  to  bring  forward  what  was  com* 
monly  called  the  budget  ? 

Mr.  Baring  thought  it  was  not  much  to 
ask,  that  that  House  should  have  the  means 
of  forming  a  judgment  on  measures  of 
such  importance,  before  they  came  to 
vote  upon  them.  The  right  hon.  the  Chan-* 
eel  lor  of  the  Exchequer  had  said,  be 
would  not  on  that  day  pledge  the  House 
to  the  maintenance  of  any  of  the  present 
establishments  in  the  country*;  but  as  be 
wished  to  pledge  them  to  the  propositiona 
which  he  would  then  lay  before  them,  be 
hoped  he  would,  either  by  printing  them, 
or  by  some  other  means,  take  the  House 
out  of  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  com- 
ing to  vote  upon  them  in  a  hurry. 

Mr.  Poneonby  remarked,  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  EStchequer  had  said  he  would 
give  the  House  the  time  usually  given  to 
consider  of  the  ways  and  means  proposed 
by  the  minister.  They  had  no  reason  to 
thank  him  for  this,  as,  acting  thus,  he  only 
gave  them  that  of  which  he  bad  no  right 
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to  deprire  them.  Tboagh  that  which  the 
right  hoa.  gentleman  had  to  Bubmit  to 
them  wai  not  a  new  plan,  it  ^ai  one  of 
great  importance.  loformatioa  was  ab- 
solutely necessary^  or  how  coald  the 
House  know  that  it  would  be  right  to  rote 
the  ways  and  means  called  tor,  if  they 
knew  not  to  what  purpose  they  were  to 
be  applied  ?  Would  he  call  upon  the 
House  for  large  lupplies,  without  letting 
them  know  what  was  the  nar al  or  military 
force  intended  to  be  kept  up  for  the  year^ 
and  what  the  establishment  to  be  main- 
tained? He  6ould  hardly  expect  the 
House  would  be  thus  led  blindfold.  He 
said,  he  would  not  pledge  them  to  any  of 
the  present  establishments;  but  how 
could  they  rote  any  thing,  if  they  did  not 
know  what  they  were,  which  it  was  pro* 
posed  should  be  kept  up  ?  Did  ever  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pursue  such 
a  line  of  conduct  before  ? 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  said,  that 
if  it  should  hereafter  be  found  that  he  de- 
sired the  House  to  place  confidence  in 
him,  which  they  had  not  been  in  the 
habit  of  reposing  in  the  person  who  filled 
his  situation,  or  if  it  could  be  shewn  that 
he  recommended  to  them  to  take  any  un- 
usual or  unparliamentary  course^  then  he 
would  admit  the  obserfations  which  had 
been  made  on  this  occasion  were  to  the 
purpose.  At  present  he  considered  them 
to  be  premature. 

Papers  bclating  to  the  Loan  of 
Three  Millions  from  the  Bank,  with- 
out iNTEkBST.j  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  presented  the  following 

CdREBSPONDENCE   WITH   THE   BaNK. 

1.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, relative  to  continuing  the  Loan 
of  3,000,000^  to  5  April  1816.  without 
Interest. 

Daiummg  Street,  22  Nov.  ISU. 

Gentlemen ;  I  beg  leave  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  Act  48  Geo.  3,  cap.  3  ;  by 
which  it  appears,  that  the  sum  of  3,000,000/. 
advanced  to  the  public  under  the  authority 
of  that  Act,  will  become  payable  to  the 
Bank  on  the  17th  December  next.  As 
the  principle,  however,  upon  which  that 
advance  was  made,  continues  in  full  force, 
and  the  public  balances  deposited  with 
the  Bank,  in  consideration  of  which  its 
amount  was  regulated,  remaioi  undimi- 

(  VOL.  XXIX. ) 


nished ;  I  consider  it  to  be  my  ddty  to- 
wards the  public,  and  equitable  towards 
the  Bank  of  England,  to  propose  to  your 
court,  that  a  new  Bill  should  be  submitted 
to  parliament,  to  authorize  the  continu- 
ance of  the  loan  in  question,  without  in- 
terest, until  the  5tlA  April  18  lO.  I  have 
proposed  this  time,  conceiving,  that  under 
the  present  circumstances  of  the  country, 
it  may  be  thought  desirable  to  ^  a  dev- 
nitive  period  when  this  subject  may  be 
again  brought  under  review ;  but  I  beg  to 
be  distinctly  understood,  as  not  departing 
from  the  reservation  made  by  the  late 
Mr.  Perceval,  in  his  letter  to  the  governor 
and  deputy-governor  of  the  Bank,  of  the 
llth  January  180S,  by  which  he  guarded 
againat  the  possibility  of  any  misconstruc- 
tion which  could  preclude  the  public, 
after  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  the 
loan  then  agreed  upon,  from  asserting  its 
title  to  future  advantages  from  the  conti- 
nuance or  increase  of  such  deposits ;  and 
as  adhering  generally  to  the  principles 
maintained  by  Mr.  Perceval,  in  the  dis« 
cussions  which  then  took  place.  You  will 
allow  me  to  add,  that  it  is  desirable  that 
this  proposition  should  be  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  your  court  as  early  as 
may  suit  their  convenience.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &c.  N.  Vansittart. 

2.  Copy  of  the  Resolution  of  the  General 
Court  of  Proprietors  of  Bank  Stock ; 
relative  to  continuing  the  Loan  of 
3,000.000/.  to  5ih  April  1816,  without 
Interest. 

At  a  General  Court  of  the  Governor 
and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, 1st  December  1814 : 

The  governor  laid  before  the  court,  a 
letter  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, proposing  to  continue  the  loan  of 
3,000.000/.  to  government,  without  inte- 
rest (which  by  the  Act  48  Geo.  3,  cap.  3, 
will  become  payable  on  the  17th  instant, 
being  six  months  after  the  ratification  of 
the  definitive  treaty  of  peace),  until  the 
5th  April  1816  : — which  letter  was  read. 
The  governor  acquainted  the  court.  That 
the  court  of  directors  having  taken  tho 
said  letter  into  consideration,  are  of  opi- 
nion, that  the' proposal  contained  thereiit 
be  complied  with,  if  this  court  thinks  fit. 

The  question  was  then  put,  that  the 
proposal  contained  in  the  said  letter  be 
complied  with,  on  the  part  qf  the  Bank  ? 
And  carried  in  the  affirmatifc. 

(2Z) 
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fiOUS£  OF  L0RD9. 

Friday,  Fdnumy  10. 

Duties  on  Imports.]  The  Earl  of 
Lauderdale  moved  for  the  prodoction  of 
an  account  of  all  duties  imposed  on  foreign 
articles  imported  into  Great  Britain^  with 
the  exception  of  corn,  and  a  specification 
of  the  different  Acts  under  which  such 
ffatiet  were  laid.  His  lordship  then  made 
a  few  observations  respecting  the  state  of 
oor  foreign  commerce,  which  he  seemed 
to  think  called  for  serious  inquiry.  He 
then  slightly  adverted  to  the  subject  of 
corn,  and  glanced  at  the  advantages  pos* 
lessed  by  certain  countries  abroad,  parti-, 
cularly  France,  for  the  growth  of  thai 
article :  and  this  he  also  thought  a  proper 
subject  for  inquiry.  With  respect  to  the 
corn  committee,  however,  he  wished  to 
say,  for  himself,  and  he  believed  for  the 
generality  of  the  members  who  composed 
that  committee,  that  no  intention  existed 
to  move  for  a  renewal  of  it  this  session. 
The  question  was  then  put  on  the  noble 
earl's  motion,  as  above,  and  the  statement 
was  ordered  to  be  produced  accordingly. 

Naval  AoMiNrsTRATioN.]  The  Earl  of 
Darnley,  In  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  again  to  this  subject,  and  certain^ 
topics  connected  therewith,  moved  for  the 
production  of  a  variet/of  farther  docu- 
ments, which  he  deemed  necessary  for  the 
due  illustration  of  the  whole ;  such  as  ac- 
counts of  the  naval  force  employed  on 
the  lakes  of  Canada;  copy  of  the  minutes 
9f  the  coort-martial  held  on  csiptain  Bar- 
clay, ai  far  as  relates  to  the  same ;  the 
number  of  ships  of  war  taken  and  destroyed 
during  the  war  with  America ;  copies  of 
correspondence  respecting  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain frigates,  which  were  sent  out  in  frames 
to  the  river  St.  Lawrence ;  and  lastly,  for 
copies  of  petitions  from  British  subjects, 
complaining  that  sufficient  protection  had 
not  been  afforded  to  the  trade  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Viscount  Melville  seemed  to  entertain  no 
objection  to    the  production  of  the  far 

greater  part  of  the  documents  moved  for 
y  the  noble  earl,  particularly  such  as 
related  to  the  province  of  the  admiralty ; 
but  a  part  of  wha^t  was  called  for  lay  with 
the  business  of  other  departments. 

The  Earl  of  Damlcy,  In  explanation, 
observed,  that  a  considerable  part  of  what 
he  had  moved  for  had  been  communicated 
to  the  House  of  Commons.  The  subject 
wM  one  which  he  considered  as  of  y ital 
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importance  to  the  country,  and  snch  ma 
called  for  serious  inquiryy  notwithstanding 
the  circomstanee  in  which  it  now  stood. 
He  came  fbrward  merely  from  a  sense  of 
public  duty,  as  he  thought  there  was 
gross  misconduct  in  the  naTal  department, 
and  in  that  Tiew  he  thought  every  prac- 
ticable information  should  be  given.  To 
any  proper  alteration  in  the  wording  of 
his  motions  on  the  part  of  the  noble  vis- 
count, he  had  no  objection.  He  then  said 
he  should  bring  the  subject  regularly 
under  their  lordships  consideration  on 
that  day  se'nnlght,  for  which  day  be 
moved  their  lordships  should  be  sum- 
moned.—Ordered. 

CouaT  Martial  on  Colonel  QuaNTiN.l 
The  Earl  of  Egremofa  stated,  that  he  bad 
only  refrained  yesterday  from  calling  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  notorious  trans- 
action which  had  arisen  out  of  a  late  conrt 
martial,  in  the  hope  that  some  person 
more  capable  of  doing  justice  to  the  sub- 
ject would  have  taken  it  up.  Being  dis- 
appointed, howeirer,  in  this  expectation, 
he  now  thooght  it  his  duty  to  mention  the 
matter  without  farther  delay.  He  should^ 
indeed,  have  deferred  what  he  had  to  say 
mitil  he  could  submit  a  motion  which  it 
was  his  intention  to  bring  forward  on  the 
subject,  had  he  not  felt  that  the  Tcry  first 
opportunity  ought  to  be  seized,  to  call 
their  lordships  attention  to  the  matter. 
Though  the  power  of  the  crown  in  mili- 
tary matters  was  perhaps,  in  some  re- 
spects, so  absolute  that  it  could  hardly  be 
considered  as  analogous  t6  the  spirit  of  the 
British  constitution,  yet  he  did  not  mean 
to  find  fault  with  it  when  it  was  fairly  and 
openly  exercised ;  but  it  was  capable  of 
being  exercised  in  a  way  which  would 
corrupt  the  Tery  sources  of  justice.  What 
were  the  circumstances  of  the  case  which 
had  occasioned  the  transaction  to  which 
he  alluded  ?  A  gentleman  had  been  called 
upon  on  the  part  of  the  crown  to  stand 
forward  as  a  prosecutor,  and  stood  pledged 
to  bring  under  the  notice  of  parliament  a 
case,  which  if  any  case  could  do  it,  was 
one  that  might  have  justified  its  inter- 
ference, and  what  had  happened  in  con* 
sequence  was  well  known.  He  now  spoke, 
not  with  a  view  to  ihe  past,  but  with  rt- 
Iference  to  the  future,  and  especially  with 
reference  tO'  a  court-martial  now  depend* 
ing.  With  his  impression  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  matter,  he  could  not  help 
earnestly  recommending  it  to  ministers  to 
take  such  measures  aa  if ould  prerent  iht 


709] 


Bkttddng  Pindar* 


Fbb.  \0,  1815. 


[710 


Moanwice  of  sacb  dangerous  and  mis* 
cbievoat  azamples.  Thii  was  a  doty  im- 
poted  upon  ibam  by  tbeir  niiuiitiani*  aod 
•00  which  deoAanded  their  noft. serious 
attention* 

.  Viscoont  MdoUU  said,  that  the  sobjeet 
to  which  the  noble  earl  alloded  bad  not 
escaped  the  attention  of  minister!^  and  be 
bad  now  to  inform  the  noble  earl  and  tbeir 
lordships,  that  ministers  bad  taken  sacb 
steps  u  the  circamstances  appeared  to 
tbeaa  to  call  for. 

HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  Pehniary  10. 

Blb4cbimo  PowDBa.3  Mr.  Finlay  pre- 
sented a  Petition  from  Charges  Tennant 
and  Co*  manofactiirers  of  oxymurjat  of 
lime*  commonly  called  bleaching  powder, 
at  Glasgow,  complaining  of  the  want  of 
those  ad?antages  arising  from  the  draw- 
back on  salt,  which  the  manufacturers  of 
other  bleaching  materials  possessed.  The 
boo.  member  moved*  that  the  several  Acts 
be  read  by  which  this  drawback  was 
allowed,  and  also  that*  on  Wednesday  next, 
aoch  part  of  the  said  Act  as  grants  the 
drawback  on  salt,  be  referred  for  conside* 
ration  and  revision  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House. 

Mr.  LnukiMffOH^  opposed  the  proposition. 
During  the  l^t  session  he  bad  brought  in  a 
Bill  to  impose  contravening  duties  on  the 
Irish  manufacture  connected  with  the  pre- 
sent subject ;  but  it  had  been  afterwards  re- 
presented by  these  concerned  in  Ireland, 
Ihai  the  new  duty  imposed  by  far  exceeded 
the  alleged  advantage  which  tbey  were 
said  to  possess.  A  notice  had  last  night 
been  given,^  with  the  Tiew  of  referring 
the  wImIo  matter  to  a  committee  up  stairs. 
That  would  be  th6  only  proper  mode  of 
coming  to  a  fair  consideration  of  the 
English,  Irbh,  and  Scotch  interests,  which 
appeared  at  issue  in  the  business.  Let 
the  House  await  their  report,  and  then, 
with  full  information  before  tbem,  decide 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Uonmr  thought  the  injustice  which 
bad  been  done  to  these  original  and  undis- 
puted inventors  of  the  oxymuriat  of  lime, 
the  superiority  of  which  to  other  bleaching 
materials  had  been  acknowledged,  and 
which  was  universally  used  in  Lancashire, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  was  so  great,  that 
it  should  ba  remedied  without  delav.  In 
Ireland  any  person  miyht  manumcture 
the  oxymuriat  of  lime  m  that  kingdom, 
.10  supply  the  manufactures,  duty  free. 


while  the  original  inventors  could  not  im- 
port it  without  paying  duty. 

Sir  Jl  Newport  said,  that  where  manifest 
injustice  was  done  by  an  Act,  and  where  * 
it  had  wrought  great  evil,  there  could  be 
no  question  that  it  ought  not  to  be  suffered 
to  exist  during  the  session.  The  Act 
should  not  be  suffered  to  increase  its  evil 
while  they  were  deliberating  upon  the 
mode  of  altering  it  The  right  ben.  baronet 
contended  that  the  proper  course  would  bo 
at  once  to  annul  the  Act,  and  subsequently 
to  consider  what  substitute  they  should 
adopt. 

Mr.  JZoWason  said,  that  so  far  as  the 

Suestion  bent  upon  the  claims  of  indivi- 
uals,  be  bad  to  state,  in  reply  to  what 
bad  fallen  from  the  bon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman, that  the  invention  was  disputed 
by  a  company  in  Ireland;  therefore  a 
greater  necessity  existed  for  an  inquiry 
by  a  select  committee,  who  could  do  jus- 
tice to  all  claiming  participation  in  the 
invention* 

Mr.  Pmlaif  said,  that  the  petitioners 
were  paying  duties  to  a  lar^  extent^ 
while  other  persons  were  paying  no  duty 
at  all.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  that 
tbey  were  the  inventors,  and  that  tbey  • 
had  been  nearly  rained  by  the  manufac- 
turers in  Ireland  paying  no  doty.  He 
contended  that  the  measure  which  be  pro- 
posed was  only  an  act  of  common  justice^ 
and  he. trusted  that  the  House  would  not 
refuse  to  adopt  it. 

The  ChatiuHar  qf  $he  Exdmqmr  opposed  • 
the  motion,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
a  select  committee  alone,  which   could 
thoroughly  investigate  the  subject. 

Lord  Archibald  HamUion  thought  it  the 
^uty  of  the  House  to  uke  the  petition 
into  their  serious  consideration. 

Mr.  JPeasoiily  said,  that  the  Bill  which 
he  brought  in  during  the  lasi  session  re- 
lated to  a  different  subject,  consequently 
the  repeal  of  that  Act  would  not  go  to 
the  root  of  the  measor^  which  the  bon. 
member  bad  in  view.  He  would  not  say, 
however,  that  it  might  not  be  necessary 
to  bear  witnesses  upon  the  subject*  The 
bon.  gentleman  had  proposed  a  select 
committeoi  and  he  bad  no  objection  to  it* 

Mr.  LuMi^om  said,  that  the  motion  of  * 
the  bon.  gentleman  was  to  |ive  the  mailn- 
facturers  a  repeal  of  the  duties  upon  drair* 
back;  but  all  parties  should  be  put  upon 
an  equal  footing.  There  were  pomu  upon 
which  the  Irish  and  Scotch  manufacturera 
were  at  Tariance,  and  therefore  he  should 
moye  the  previous  qnesttoii. 
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Tbe  SpetAer  said,  that  a  member  could 
not«  in  a  second  speech^  move  any  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Croker  then  rose  and  mored  the 
previous  question »  when  strangers  were 
ordered  to  withdraw.—- The  House,  how- 
ever, did  not  divide^  and  the  previous 
question  was  carried. 

Bank  Restriction  Bill.]  Mr.  Hornier 
rose  and  observed,  that  nith  respect  to 
the  renewal  of  tbe  Bank  ^Restriction  Act, 
it  was  a  novel  and  injurious  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding adopted  by  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  to  pro- 
pose bringing  a  subject  of  so  serious  a 
nature  before  the  attention  of  parliament 
without  a  longer  notice  than  had  been 
given.  He  understood  that  Monday  next 
was  appointed  for  the  discussion  'of  this 
important  question ;  and  as  yet  no  papers 
connected,  with  the  subject,  or  any  infor* 
mation  whatever,  was  submitted  to  the 
House.  It  was,  therefore,  his  intention 
to  move  for  the  production  of  such  as 
would  enable  members  to  form  some 
judgment  on  the  state  of  the  currency  of 
the  nation,  and  the  issues  made  by  the 
Bank  of  "England.  He  conceived  that  an 
inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  funds  of 
the  Bank,  to  ascertain  whether  the  Com- 
pany would  soon  be  capable  of  renewing 
their  payment  in  cash.  This  was  an  in- 
quiry in  which  the  feelings  of  tbe  public 
were  deeply  interested.  But,  independent 
of  this,  they  should  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  Bank ;  and 
although  a  day  so  early  as  Monday  had 
been  appointed!  for  the  purpose  of  consi- 
dering the  propriety  of  continuing  the 
restriction,  no  papers,  with  the  exception, 
of  one  of  a  Tery  inconsiderable  nature, 
bad  as  yet  appeared  on  the  table.  How 
was  it  possible,  that  the  House  could  form 
any  accurate  opinion  relative  to  the 
matter  ?  How  could  they  learn  the  pro- 
ceedings and  conduct  of  the  Bank  for 
these  last  twelve  months  ?  The  House  had 
no  accounts  of  the  state  of  the  Bank  issues 
from  March  last  to  the  present  time,  ex- 
cept of  some  particular  day  in  November 
last,  and  there  was  an  account  presented  in 
July  for  that  particular  time  alone.  It 
was  to  be  remembered^that  ever  since  the 
Bank  restriction  was  under  the  consfdera- 
lion  of  the  House,  there  had  been  a  very 
strict  watch  kept  over  the  Bank  issues. 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  rose  to 
order,  on  the  ground  that  there  was  no 
f  ueition  before  tbe  IJouse. 
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Mr.  Homer  said,  that  he  had  intended 
to  conclude  with  a  motion,  as  he  stated 
when  he  begun.  It  was  very  > hard,  that 
while  the  House  was  to  have  such  scarcity 
of  information  as  to  the  afiairs  of  the 
Bank,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
should  throw  improper  obstacles  in  the 
way,  when  he  had  endeavoured  to  give 
the  House  timely  possession  of  that  imor* 
mation.  Tbe  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man concluded  by  moving.  That  the 
papers  which  he  had  yesterday  moved 
for,  relative  to  the  Bank  issues,  should  be 
laid  before  the  House  at  its  sitting  on 
Monday. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  ErcAf^tier  said,  that 
so  far  from  wishing  to  throw  any  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  the  motion  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  geptleman^  he  had  intended  to 
anticipate  his  wishes,  by  postponing  tbe 
question  for  a  few  days,  to  give  time  for 
printing  the  papers  in  question.  It  was 
not  the  first  time,  however,  that  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  •  had  been  dealt 
hardly  with  on  the  question  of  the  Bank 
restriction,  as  all  the  facts  which  bad  hap- 
pened since  the  lime  when  that  question 
was  first  agitated,  had  controverted  the 
opinions  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  Tiemey  wished  to  |cbow  what  tbe 
Chancellor  of  the  Excllequer  would  pro- 
pose on  Monday. 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  said» 
that  he  should  propose  to  adjourn  the 
consideration  of  the  Acts  to  Thuraday  next. 

Mr.  Tiemey  thought  the  postponement 
of  the  question  would  be  of  advantage, 
thooeh  he  would  wish  not  to  be  under- 
stood to  say  that  further  inquiry  was  not 
necessary. 

Lord  A.  HamUian  thought  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Bank  was 
necessary,  before  the  House  could  agree 
to  prolong  the  restriction. 

Mr.  Manning  said,  that  no  hesitation  or 
backwardness  would  appear  on  the  part  of 
the  gavernor  and  company  of  the  Bank, 
to  submit  their  accounts,  expenditure,  and 
issues,  to  the  investigation  of  any  persona 
appointed  by  the  House  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Homer  disclaimed  any  intention  of 
imputing  backwardness  to  the  Bank.  His 
charge  applied  to  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  had  placed  the  Bank  in 
such  circumstances  as  to  justify  ihe  com- 
plaint which  he  felt  it  his  doty  to  prefer, 
when  it  was  announced  by  that  risht  hon. 
gentleman,  on  the  very  first  day  the 
House  met|  that  he  intended,  afier  a  short 
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•Dotioe^  to  bring  forward  a  measure  of  svch 
•magnitucie,  without  having  laid  any  infor- 
mation before  the  House.  With  a  view 
to  obtain  some  information  on  the  subject, 
jie  was  anxious  that>  on  Monday,  the 
papers  to'which  his  motion  referred  should 
be  laid  on  the  table* 
The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Sir  Jambs  Dufv.]  Mr.  Whitbread  in- 
quired whether  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor .of  the  Exchequer  was  yet  enabled 
to  furnish  the  House  with  the  information 
to  whicb  iie  adverted  yesterday,  with  re- 
spect to  the  conduct  of  sir  James  Dufl( 
.on  the  subject  of  ibe  Spanish  fugitives 
iorrendered  at  Gibraltar. 

The  ChMnccUar  qf  tke  Exchequer  replied, 
•that  papers  were  in  preparation  to  be  laid 
'before  the  House  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  H,  Addington  observed,  that  the 
-hon.  gentleman  had  better  make  a  ibotion 
-respecting  these  papers. 

Mr.  WhUbrtad  professed  bis  incompO" 
tency  to  shape  any  motion,  as  he  did  not 
•know  the  nature  of  the  papers  in  prepara- 
tion ;  but  when  these  papers  were  pro- 
duced, he  should  then  be  enabled  to  see 
whetberany  motion  for  forther  documents 
would  be  necessary. 

Trade  with  Maita.]  The  House 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on 
the  several  Acts  already  passed,  relative 
to  the  Malta  trade, 

Mr«  RMnrnm  began  by  observing,  that 
any  person  who  would  look  at  the  geo- 
graphical position  of  Malta,  in  the  Medi* 
terranean,  would  immediately  perceive, 
that  it  was  a  place  which  might  become 
of  great  importance  in  a  commercial  point 
of  view,  and  that  it  possessed  many  ad- 
vantages which  ought  not  to  be  lost  sight 
of.  •  Those  advantages,  however,  which  it 
had  possessed  in  time  of  war,  would  be 
lost  in  time  of  peace,  if  all  the  ports  of 
France  and  Spain  were  to  have  commer- 
cial facilities  which  Malta  was  not  to 
have.  The  principal  object  of  the  reso- 
lutions which  he  intended  to  propose, 
was  to  allow  a  direct  intercourse  between 
our  colonies  in  the  West  Indies  and  Malta. 
This  might  appear  to  be  a  great  deviation 
from  the  general  principle  which  regu- 
lated our  colonial  trade.  It  must  be  re- 
collected, however,  that  by  an  existing 
law,  vessels  laden  with  our  colonial  pro- 
duce were  permitted  to  go  to  any  port  in 
Europe«  south  of  Cape  Finisterre,  on  the 
condition  of  bringing  back  a  cargo  of 
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grain  or  flour.  It  was  quite  clear,  that  if 
the  ports  of  France  and  Spain  had  an  ad* 
yantage  which  was  not  extended  to  Malta, 
that  island  could  not  compete  with  them 
in  the  Mediterranean  trade.  It  was  hit 
intention,  therefore,  to  propose  that  every 
article,  the  growth  or  produce  of  our 
West  Indian  colonies,  might  be  exported 
directly  in  British  vessels  to  Malta,'  from 
whence  they  might  be  distributed  among 
the  neighbouring  countries.  He  wished 
also  to  do  away  with  the  restriction  re* 
specting  a  return  cargo,  and  to  allow  the 
vessels,  when  they  had  discharged  their 
cargoes,  to  sail  wherever  they  thought 
proper..  It  might,  however,  be  proper  to 
restrain  the  importation  into  the  West 
Indies  of  certain  manufactures  on  the  con- 
tinent, whjch  rivalled  those  of  this  coun* 
try.  With  the  exception  of  those,  he 
wished  an  unrestrained  intercourse  be- 
tween Malta  and  the  West  Indies.  He 
was  not  at  present  aware  of  its  bein^  ne« 
cessarry  for  him  to  do  more  than  give  a 
general  outline  of  the  plan.  If  the  com* 
mittee  should  agree  to  his  resolutions,  the 
House  would  be  afterwards  able  to  con-  . 
sider  the  details  at  their  leisure.  He 
should  wish  that  raw  and  thrown  silk 
from  the  Mediterranean,  as  well  as  wines, 
should  be  freely  imported  into  the  West 
Indies.  There  was  at  present  a  small 
duty,  payable  to  the  Turkey  company, 
on  all  goods  imported  into  this  country 
from  the  Levant.  To  this  duty  they  were 
entitled  tw  their  charter,  and  it  was  but 
small.  The  Turkey  company  was  an 
open  company,  of  which  any  man  might 
be  a  memberVor  two  or  three  pounds.  It 
was  not  on  the  plan  of  a  monopoly  for 
the  advantage  of  a  few  individuals ;  but 
out  of  those  duties  they  paid  the  expenses 
of  the  necessary  establishments  in  the 
Levant.  Until  very  lately  ourambassador 
at  Constantinople  was  paid  by  the  Turkey 
company,  and  the  drogomen  and  many 
inferior  officers  were  now  paid.  Such 
were  the  prejudices  existing,  that  it  was 
perhaps  better  that  those  expenses  should 
be  borne  by  the  Turkey  company,  than 
by  the  government.  He  was  happy  to 
be  able  to  state  that  the  Levant  trane  was 
lately  much  on  tbe  increase.  The  hon. 
gentleman  concluded  by  moving  the  fol- 
lowing Resolutions : 

L  '<  That  it  is  expedient  to  pennit 
sugar,  coffee,  cocoa,  rum,  indigo,  fustic, 
and  other  dyeing  woods,  melasses,  pi* 
mento,  and  other  articles  the  produce  of 
any  of  bia  Majesty's  sugar  colonies  in 
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Aoierica,  lo  be  exported  from  the  raid 
colonies  to  ibe  island  of  Malta,  or  depen- 
dencies tbereof,  in  Britisb-bailt  ships. 

3,  ^That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  any 
ibip  importing  any  sacb  articles  into  the 
taid  isknid  and  dependencies,  to  export 
therefrom  to  any  of  his  Majesty's  sugar 
colonies  in  America,  corn,. grain,  meal,  or 
flovr,  mill-timber,  fruit,  brimstone,  quick- 
•iWer,  olive  oil,  wine,  anchovies,  sponges, 
cork,  anniseed,  and  other  articles,  upon 
payment  of  the  like  duties  as  if  iofported 
directly  from  Great  Britain. 

3.  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  any 
goods  and  commodities  (not  being  probi- 
<i>ited),  being  the  produce  or  manufacture 
of  any  country  or  place  within  the  Levant, 
aeat,  to  be  imported  into  Great  Britain 
from  the  island  of  Malta  in  British- built 
ahips^  oi»  payment  of  the  same  duties  to 
the  Turkey  company,  as  if  imported  from 
the  place  of  their  growth  or  manufacture. 
,  4.  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit  raw 
ailkj  or  mohair  yarn,  the  produce  of  any 
place  within  the  dominions  of  the  grand 
«tfignior,  to  be  imported  into  the  unitea 
kingdom  by  any  person  admitted  into  the 
Tor  key  company  from  the  island  of  Malta, 
on  payment  of  the  like  duties  to  the  said 
company  at  if  imported  directly  from 
Turkey. 

S.  *'  That  wine  imported  into  the  said 
sugar  colonies  in  America  shall  be  liable 
lo  the  payment  of  the  like  doties  as  are 
charged  on  wine  imported  directly  from 
the  island  of  Madeira  into  the  raid  colo- 
nies. 

6*  "  That  it  is  expedient  to  permit 
,  thrown  silk,  the  production  of  Italy, 
Sicily,  or  Naples,  to  be  imported  directly 
from  the  island  of  Malta  into  Great  Bri- 
tain, upon  payment  of  the  like  duties  as 
if  imported  directly  by  s^a  from  the 
place  of  its  production.'^ 

Mr.  Forba  inquired  whether  it  was  in- 
tended to  extend  the  principle  6f  this  ar* 
rangement  to  £a8l  Inoia  produce  also  ? 

Mr.  EK^tMon  replied,  that  no  such  ex- 
tension would  at  present  be  proporad,  be- 
cause it  was  thought  dijB^ult  to  open 
Malta  to  the  East  India  trade,  without 
opening  that  trade  to  all  other  parts  of 
Surope.  Upon  that  point,  therefore,  a 
difierence  of  opinion  prevailed,  which 
would  probably  give  rise  to  considerable 
discussion  ;  and  from  that  consideration  he 
aroided  the  point  at  present,  confining 
himralf  to  that  arrangement  only  upon 
which  no  objectioi^  was  anticipated.  The 
hon.  gentleman  concloded  with  observing, 
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that  his  Resolutions  applied  merely  to  auch 
articles  as  were  at  present  prohibited  lo 
the  trade  of  Malta. 

The  Resolutions  were  agreed  to,  and 
the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  brought  up 
on  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Mondt^p  Ftbruary  13. 

Corn  Laws.]   The  Earl  of  Hardmeke 
rose  to/present  a  Petition  from  the  town  of 
Royston,  praying  the  ^onse  to  take  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Corn  Lawa. 
His  lordship,  in  allusion  to  what  had  been 
stated  on  a  former  night  by  a  nobW  earl 
(the  earl  of  Lauderdale)  observed,  that 
although  the  opinion  of  the  noble  earl, 
that  the  corn  committee  should  not  be 
revived,  seemed  in  contradiction  with  an 
expression  in  that  report  of  the  committee, 
yet  subsequent  events  bad  given  the  matter 
a  different  aspect  from  that  under  which 
it  was  seen  at  the  time  when  that  report 
was  agreed  to.    Much  information  waa 
then  wanting,  but  the  great  importation 
which  bad  taken  place  decisively  proved 
the  necessity  of  some  measure  to  protect 
the  agriculture  of  the  coimtry  without 
farther   delay,    and    had    rendered    the 
revival  of  the  committee  on  the  corn  laws 
superfluous.   He  was  happy  to  opderstaod 
that  the  subject  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
execotiye  government ;  and  as  the  matter 
was  in  their  hands,  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  propose  any  Bill  to  the  House.     His 
lordship  then  presented  a  Petition  from 
the  landholders  in  the  neighboorhood  of 
Royston,  complaining  of  their  oppressed 
state,  which  they  conceived  to  have  arisen 
from  their  being  open  to  the  competition 
of  the  foreign  corn-growers,  who  were 
not  subject  to  ty  thea,  and  the  heavy  taxa- 
tion under  which  the  agriculturists  of  this 
country  laboqred.-^Tbe  Petition  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  as  were  also  two 
other  Petitions  presented  by  the  noble 
earl  on  the  rame  subject,  one  of  which 
was  from  the  landholders  in  the  coonty  of 
Berks. 

Lord  GunoilU  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
submitting  to  their  lordships  a  motion  in 
some  degree  connected  with  the  petitions 
which  had  been  presented  by  the  noble 
earl.  No  man  was  more  desirous  than  he 
was  that  the  claims  of  those  petitioners 
should  receive  doe  consideration.  Mo 
man  was  more  sei^sible  of  the  difficulties 
under  which  t)iey  labourad :  and  if  he 
had  the  ntisfbrtoue  of  diibring  totaUy  from 
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them  as  to  the  soorces  from  which  those 
difficolties  had  ariien»  it  was  not  from  aoy 
insensibility  to  the  magnitode  of  the  dis- 
tress which  pressed  upon  the  agriculturists 
of  the  country.  He  could  not  agree  with 
the  noble  earl  that  no  necessity  existed 
for  the  renewal  of  the  committee  which 
had  been  occupied  in  the  last  session  with 
the  in? estigation  of  the  subject  of  the  corn 
laws.  Although  many  persons  had  been 
examined  before  that  comihittee,  to  ex- 
plain the  rariaiion  between  the  prices  of 
foreign  and  British  corn,  yet  the  informa- 
tion on  that  branch  of  the  question  was 
ytry  imperfect;  and  the  evidence  an- 
nexed to  the  report  contained  a  Tery 
partial  and  limited  view  of  the  whole 
subject,  and  was  not  at  all  calculated  to 
enable  their  lordships  to  proceed  with  con- 
fidence to  legislate  anew  as  to  the  means 
of  subsistence  of  the  country.  It  was  in- 
cumbent on  those  who  were  of  opinion 
that  some  measure  vras  necessary^  to  lay 
before  their  lordships  the  ground  on  which 
that  conviction  was  founded ;  but  he  should 
not  interfere  with  the  shape  in  which  they 
wished  to  submit  it  to  the  House ;  if  it 
should  turn  out  to  be  satisfactory,  it  was 
enough ;  but  he  had  not  met  with  any 
thio^  which  had  at  all  varied  the  strong 
opinion  which  he  had  entertained  last 
year,  that  the  measure  which  for  two  yepra 
past  had  been  proposed  to  parliament,  was 
not  only  nnjust,  by  shifting  the  weight 
from  those  who  ought  to  bear  it  to 
those  who  ought  not  to  bear  it  [hear, 
hear],  but  had  a  tendency  to  aggravate 
thb  evils  under  which  the  country  suffered. 
The  present  was  not  the  time  to  discuss 
the  question,  nor  should  he  attempt  to 
enter  on  it ;  and  he  had  been  induced  thus 
early  to  express  his  opinion  on  the  subject, 
from  the  apprehension  which'  he  had  for- 
merly entertained,  and  which  wu  then 
stronger,  ihat  when  argument  might  be 
supposed  to  have  a  weight  there  would 
be  no  time  allowed  for  debate.  The  noble 
earl  had  expressed  a  satisfaction,  in  which 
he  (lord  G»)  could  not  concur,  when  he 
had  stated  that  the  measure  which  had 
"been  hitbei^  unsuccessfully  proposed  was 
to  receive  the  support  of  the  executive 
government  of  the  country.  The  measure 
would  have  been  much  better  in  other 
hands,  and  would  have  stood  a  better 
chance  for  fair  discussion  when  proposed 
by  an  individual,  than  when  brought  for- 
ward, supported  by  all  the  influence 
which  was  attached* to  every  measure 
proposed  by  the  executiTe  government. 


At  any  rate,  he  hoped,  if  the  meaapre  waa 
to  be  discussed,  that  it  would  not  be  brought 
forward  when  the  noble  lord  on  the  wool* 
sack,  and  one  temporal  and  one  spiritual 
lord  composed  that  third  part  of  the  legis* 
lature,  but  at  a  time  when  it  might  receive 
that  full  consideration  which  a  matter  of 
such  vital  importance,  as  a  law  affiscting 
the  food  of  the  community  required,  and 
which  it  would  obtain  in  that  House,  if 
brought  before  their  lordships  at  a  time 
when  attendance  miffht  be  expected.  He 
took  no  interest  in  the  question,  but  that 
which  as  an  Englishman  he  felt  in  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  the  country ;  and 
he  was  convinced  that  if  the  measure  m 
question  was  taken  up  by  ttie  executive 
government,  they  never  had  propoaed  n 
law  more  calculated  to  injure  hoik  Hie 
lordship  then  moved  for  an  account  of  the 
importation  and  exportation  of  grain  be* 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  In  the 
several  years  from  1807  to  the  latest  time 
to  which  they  could  be  made  up,  accord* 
ing  to  the  books  of  the  customs  in  England 
and  Ireland.  His  lordship  then  observed, 
that  as  on  a  former  occasion,  when  ac- 
counts of  the  trade  between  the  two  islande 
had  been  presented,  there  bad  been  a  dif« 
ference  to  an  extent  which  could  net  bo 
explained,  between  the  accounts  presented 
Imn  the  custom-house  books  of  the  two 
oountries,  the  exports  from  one  country 
not  agreeing  with  the  imports  into  the 
other,  eten  making  the  due  allowance  for 
the  non-arrival  in  one  country,  at  the  time 
when  the  accounts  had  been  closed,  of  ves- 
sels which  had  sailed  previously  to  the 
termination  of  the  accounts  in  the  other 
country;  and  as  the  same  difference  might 
still  exist,  he  should  move  for  the  same 
accounts  stated  according  to  the  t>ooki  of 
the  customs  in  Ireland. 

The  Earl  of  Leaakrdak  agreed  thai  the 
present  was  not  the  moment  for  discussing 
the  question  of  the  corn  law%  but  as  the 
subject  affected  not  only  the  vital  intereata 
of  the  country,  but  also  th^  feelings  of  a 
great  class  of  the  community,  it  was  not 
proper  that  the  aentimenu  of  his  noble 
frietid  should,  go  forth  from  that  House 
uncontradicted.  He  had  last  aession 
agreed  with  the  report  of  the  committee 
that  more  information  wu  necessary,  aa 
there  was  then  no  complete  information  as 
to  the  price  at  which  foreign  com  could 
come  into  competition  with  that  of  our 
agriculturists.  But  his  noble  friend* was 
not  justified  in  his  statementa,  if  he  should 
assert  thai  the  report  of  the  cODunitlee  did 
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not  contain  a  most  important  mass  of  in-, 
ibriifation  as  to  the  state  of  the  agricaltore 
of  the  conntry,  especially  when  connected 
with  that  which  he  believed  had  been 
communicated  from  the  Commons,  and 
which,  at  any  rate,  all  their  lordships  mast 
have  seen*  The  principal  deficiency  was, 
as  he  had  before  said,  as  to  the  price  of 
foreign  corn;  bat  the  vast  importations 
which  had  since  taken  place  had  removed 
all  doabts  on  the  subject,  and  an  end  was 
pat  to  all  speculations,  by  the  notoriety  of 
those  importations.  It  had  been  argued 
by  his  noble  friend  as  if  the  measure  which 
had  been  proposed  in  the  last  session  was 
a  system  of  new  laws  on  the  importation 
of  gprain.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  the 
same  as  the  regulations  which  from  tl^e 
time  of  king  William  to  the  beginning  of 
the  present  reign  had  prevailed.  It 
was,  indeed,  but  a  modification  of  the 
present  law  to  the  change  of  times  and 
the  increase  of  taxation.  He  was  obliged 
.  to  difier  from  his  noble  friend  as  to  the 
conduct  of  the  executive  government  in 
taking  into  their  hands  the  proposed  mea* 
sore.  While  every  other  line  in  which 
capital  could  be  employed  had  been  regu- 
lated by  their  interference^  were  they  to 
abstain  from  taking  any  part  on  so  impor- 
tant a  subject  at  that  in  question?  He 
was  glad  to  see  that  they  intended  to  take 
up  the  subject,  and  he  should  have  been 
sorry  if  they  had  stood  by  and  saw  a  large 
class  hanging  as  a  dead  weight  on  the 
community  without  making  any  exertion, 
and  although  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  sop- 
porting  them,  they  should  have  his  hearty 
concurrence  on  the  present  occasion. 

Lord  GrtiwUk  said,  that  his  Majesty's 
ministers  were  fortunate  in  obtaining  sup- 
port so  efficient  as  that  of  his  noble  friend 
in  the  cause  which  they  had  espoused. 
He  had  taken  the  opportunity  of  stating 
the  opinion  he  entertained,  and  which,  he 
feared,  was  opposite  to  the  general  opinion 
among  their  lordships,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
fear  of  any  man,  or  of  any  number  of  men, 
would  never  induce  him  to  conceal  his 
opinion,  that  the  measure  which  was  to  be 
proposed  was  fraught  with  mischief  to  the 
community.  But  he  had  not  meant  to 
assert  that  the  members  of  the  executive 
government  were  to  blame  in  forming  or 
expressing  an  opinion  on  any  proposed 
measure ;  but  be  lamented,  that  in  favour 
of  one  of  which  he  dreaded  the  effects,  the 
persons  who  supported  it  were  willing  to 
add  the  influence  which  belonged  to  their 
official  situations. 


JHal  by  Jury  m  Scoilani. 
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The  motions  were  carried. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  moved  for   the 
average  price  of  corn  in   the   maritime 
counties  for  the  last  three  months.       In 
moving  it  he  observed,  that,  he  believed, 
by  law  a  power  was  vested  in  the  privy 
council,  when  corn  was  at  a  certain  price, 
to  impose  a  duty   on  importation.     He 
wished   to  know    whether    such     power 
existed,  and  whether  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  government  to  exercise  it  ? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  there  was  no 
such  discretionary  power  in  the  privy 
council,  and  it  was  the  last  species  of 
power  Which  his  Majesty's  governoaent 
would  wish. to  possess.  When  corn  was 
under  a  certain  price  in  the  maritime  dis- 
tricts, the  duty  would  absolutely  attach. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  observed,' that 
the  last  six  weeks  was  the  period  by  the 
average  of  which  the  duty  was  regulated, 
the  duty  then  remained  for  three  months. 

After  a  short  conversation  between  the 
duke  of  Norfolk,  the  earl  of  Lauderdale, 
the  earls  of  Harrowby  and  Hardwicke, 
lord  Grenville  and  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  motion  was  withdrawn  for  the  purpose 
of  being  brought  forward  in  a  more  cor- 
rect shape. 

TaiAi.  BY  Jury  in  Scotland.]  Earl 
Stanhope  said,  he  esteemed  himself  for- 
tunate in  having  been  in  that  House  on  the 
last  day  of  the  last  session,  for  he  had  then 
heard  the  most  sensible  and  able  speech 
from  the  noble  and  learned  lord  on  the 
woolsack  which  he  ever  remembered,  on 
the  subject  of  introducing  the  trial  by  jury 
into  Scotland.  He  had  then  given  notice 
that  he  should  some  time  this  session  bring 
the  subject  before  the  House.  Before  the 
last  adjournment,  the  learned  lord  on  the 
woolsack  had  introduced  a  Bill,  of  which 
he  (Earl  S.)  was  glad  to  learn  the  learned 
lord  was  not  the  author,  it  having  been 
sent  to  him  from  Scotland.  The  author  of 
that  Bill  seemed  to  be  quite  ignorant  of 
the  mode  in  which  the  trial  by  jury  was 
carried  on  in  England,  and  there  was  a 
great  objection  to  the  principle  of  the  BiU, 
that  the  trial  by  jury  was  made  optional, 
and  that  the  jury  were  to  decide  on  some 
matter  of  fact  instead  of  giving  a  general 
verdict;  and  the  judge  was  ordered  to 
direct  the  jury  as  to  points  of  law.  The 
Bill  which  he  (earl  S.)  had  to  propose,  was 
of  a  plain  and  unambiguous  nature.  It 
introduced  the  trial  by  jury  as  it  was  in 
this  country,  with  the  institution  of  special 
verdicts.    The  gradjaal  adoption  of  it  he 
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provided  for  in  this  manner ;   that  either 

party  might  for  a  certain  number  of  years 

to  come  oblige  the  jury  to  find  a  special 

▼erdict,  in  order  that  any  point  might  be 

carried  up   to  be  argued  in  the  courts 

above*     He  saw  no  reason  why  a  jury 

•elected  among  the  Scotch,  the  generality 

of  whom  were  more  enlightened  than  the 

£ogiish,  were  not  well  qualified  to  judge 

of  those  points  of  lai|r  which  had  always 

been  uied  by  English  juries.    The  noble 

earl  concluded  by  presenting  a  Bill  for  in- 

Irodocing  the  trial  by  jury  in  civil  cases  in 

Scotland. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  observed  upon 
the  irregularity  of  this  proceeding,  there 
being  already  a  Bill  before  the  House  for 
introducing  trial  .by  jury  in  civil  cases  into 
Scotland^  which  bad  neither  been  with- 
drawn, nor  in  any  other  way  got  rid  of. 
Earl  Siankape  said,  that  the  Bills  were 
*  easentially  difierent ;  the  object  of  his  Bill 
being  to  introduce  the  English  trial  by 
jujry  into  Scotland,  Whilst  that  of  the  Bill 
aent  op  from  Scotland,  which  bad  been' 
^iptrodttced  into  the  House  by  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack,  was 
merely  to  introduce  trial  by  jury  in  issues 
directed  to  be  so  tried, 
'  The  Lord  Chancellar  could    wish    the 
noble,  and  he  might  say  the  learned,  lord 
to  postpone  th^  introduction  of  his  Bill. 
It  certainly  would  be  necessary  to  intro- 
duce some  alterations  into  the  Bill,  which 
he  (the  lord  chancellor)  had  laid  on  the 
table  before  the  recess.    He  would  make 
those  alterations  himself,  as  the  Bill  by  no 
means  pleued  him  in  its  present  shape. 
Let  the   noble   earl  hear  it  with  those 
amendments,  and  then  there  would  pro* 
bably  be  less  difficulty  in  attaining  one 
common  object,  than  by  having  two  bills 
going  through   the  House  at  the  same 
time. 

Earl  Stanhope  consented  to  withdraw 
his  BilL 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Monday,  FAruary  13. 

PiTiTioN  raoM  London  bbspbcting 
Insolvent  DBBToas.]  The  sheriffs  of 
I/>Ddon  presented  at  the  bar,  a  Petition 
from  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commons  of  the  Citv  of  London  in  Com- 
mon  Council  assembled ;  setting  forth, 

"  That  an  Act  was  passed  in  the  53rd 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty, 
mtituled,  vAn  Act  for  the  Relief  of  InsoU 
f ent  Debtors  in  England :'  and  another 
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Act  was  pasted  in  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment to  explain  and  amend  the  said  Act ; 
and  that  the  petitioners,  alarmed  at  the 
tendency  of  the  said  Acts,  did,  while  the 
same  were  under  consideration  in  the 
House,  declsre  their  objections  thereto, 
and  request  the  representatives  for  thia 
city  in  parliament  to  oppose  the  passing 
of  the  same  into  a  law ;  and  that,  since 
the  psssing  of  the  said  Acts,  the  apprep 
hensions  of  the  petitioners  have  been  fully 
realized ;  and  they  have  seen  a  door 
thereby  opened  to  the  most  extensive 
frauds,  highly  injurious  to  national  morals^ 
destructive  of  those  habits  of  industry, 
and  of  that  good  faith  and  mutual  confi- 
dence, for  which  this  country  has  been  so 
long  distinguished,  and  which  has  b<eeD 
one  great  cause  of  its  commercial  pre»emi« 
nence ;  and  that,  under  the  said  Acts, 
however  deceptively  persons  may  have 
contracted  debts,  however  extravagantly 
or  profligately  they  may  have  dissipated 
the  property  so  obtained,  tbey  are  never- 
theless  enabled,  after  three  months  impri- 
lonment,  to  gain  their  liberation  upon 
assigning  their  effects  for  the  benefit  of 
their  creditors,  or  even  should  they  make 
it  appear  the  whole  is  expended  ;  and 
that,  so  long  as  they  choose  to  continue 
living  lipon  the  property  of  their  creditors, 
their  creditors  have  no  means  whatever  to 
compel  them  to  make  such  assignment, 
and  it  very  seldom  occurs  that  any  appli- 
cation is  made  for  that  purpose  by  the 
debtors  while  there  is  any  property  re* 
maining ;  and  that  to  give  th'is  option  to 
debtors,  and  no  means  whatever  to  cre- 
ditors to  compel  them  to  assign  their  ef- 
fects, appears  founded  on  the  most  mani- 
fest injustice,  and  must  be  attended  with 
ruinous  consequences ;  and  that  expe* 
rience  has  shown  that  to  oppose  the  libe- 
ration of  debtors  tends  only  to  further  loss 
and  aggravation;  for,  however  glaring 
their  misconduct,  verv  few  instances  occur 
where  tbey  do  not  finally  succeed ;  and 
there  is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend 
that,  in  a  very  considerable  number  oC 
cases,  the  grossest  fraud  and  perjury  is  re- 
sorted to  in  order  to  deprive  crecfitors  of 
their  just,  claims;  and  that  to  found  ex* 
pectations  upon  property  which  the  debtor 
may  subsequently  acquire,  appears  en- 
tirely fallacious,  scarcely  an  instance 
having  occurred  where  such  property  has 
become  available,  and  eqoallv  difficult  is 
detection  in  cases  of  concealment;  and 
that  the  fair  traders  feel  themselves  deeply 
aggrieved  by  the  operation  of  the  sai4 
(SA) 
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Acti,and  it  is  manifeftt  that  they  have  not 
answered  the  purpoRes  iittended  ;  and 
praying,  that  the  said  Acts  may  be  re- 
pealed ;  but  at  the  same  time  the  peti- 
tioners cannot  but  express  their  readi- 
ness to  concur  in  any  measures  tending 
to  relieve  unfortunate  persons  who  may 
have  fallen  under  embarrassments,  which 
shall  appear  expedient  to  the  House  to  be 
adopted." 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Sir  Jambs  Duff]  .  Mr.  Goulburn  moved, 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  that 
he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  di- 
rections, that  there  be  laid  before  this 
House,  copies  of  the  Correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  between  earl  Ba- 
tburst  and  sir  Jametf  Duff,  relative  to  cer- 
tain Spanish  subjects  who  proceeded  from 
Cadiz  to  Gibraltar  in  May  1814." 

Mr.  WhUhrtad  observed,  that  the  prin- 
cipal charge  ^against  sir  James  Duff^  re- 
ferred to  his  order  to  examine  an  English 
convoy  at  Cadiz,  with  a  view  to  prevent 
certain  Spaniards  from  availing  themselves 
of  that  opportunity  to  escape  from  perse- 
cution. 

Mr.  Gotdbum  said,  that  from  what  he 
had  beard,  he  was  led  to  think,  that  the 
•nrrender  of  the  fugitive  Spaniards  at 
Gibraltar,  was  the  main  object  of  the  hon. 
gentleman,  and  therefore  he  had  so  framed 
his  motion.  But  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  papers  to  be  produced,  would 
comprehend  every  thing  the  hon.  gentle- 
man desired  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  IVhiibread  remarked,  that  bis  ob- 
servations upon  the  subject  were  made 
in  the  absence  of  the  hon.  gentleman  on 
•n  important  mission,  on  the  conclusion  of 
which  he  was  ready  to  congratulate  him. 
Hjs  animadversions  and  in'fuiry,  however, 
on  this  subject,  referred  not  only  to  the  un- 
just and  inhuman  seizure  of  the  Spaniards 
alluded  to  at  Gibraltar*  but  to  the  equally 
unjust  and  inhuman  endeavours  of  sir 
James  Doff,  at  Cadiz,  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  other  Spaniards  from  the  inqui- 
sitorial power  of  that  roost  detestable  go- 
vernment.    [Hear!  hear.] 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CiTiL  List  Ambndmbnt  Bill.]  On 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Bankes*  the  House  went 
into  a  committee  on  the  Bill  to  amend  an 
Act  made  in  the  52d  year  of  his  present 
Majesty,  for  making  provision*  for  the 
httter  support  of  bis  Majesty's  boose* 
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hold  during  the  continuance  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's indisposition.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man stated,  that  the  object  of  the  Bill 
was,  to  provide  that  the  accounts  of  the 
civil  list  should  hereafter  be  made  op  to 
the  5th  of  January  instead  of  as  hereto- 
fore to  the  5th  of  April ;  and  he  was  not 
aware  of  any  opposition  to  the  proposed 
arrangement. 

Mr.  Tierney,  adverting  to  the  conversa- 
tion which  took  place  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session  on  this  subject,  when   he 
took  occasion    to    observe,   that  it  was 
highly  expedient  to  have  these  accoants 
made  up  to  the  period  mentioned  in  the 
Bill,  regretted  that  this  arrangement  did 
not  apply  in  any  manner  to  the  present 
year,  in  which  there  was  notoriously  an 
arrear,  but  was  reserved  for  the  next  yeao*, 
when  there  might  be  no  arrear  at  all. 
For  himself,  he  could  not  conceive  the 
existence  of  any  difficulty  to  the  prodac« 
tion  of  the  civil  list  accounts,  at  least,  at 
such  an  early  period  as  would  enable  the 
House  to  inquire  into  and  discuss  the  sab- 
ject  in  due  time.     F^e  could  not,  indeed, 
see  any  objection  to  their  prompt  produc- 
tion, for  he  had  reason  to  believe,  that 
they  were  ready  to  be  laid   before  the 
House.     In  one  department  he  happened 
to  know  that  they  were  actually  ready. 
Upon  what  ground,  then,  should  their  pro- 
duction be  delayed,  when  that  production 
would  afford  so  much  satisfaction.    Per- 
haps the  l*igbt  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was    somewhat  angry  on   a 
former  occasion,  at  what  he  might  con* 
sider  his  (Mr.  Tierney's)  perthiacity  upon 
this  subject,  but  now  he  hoped  the  right 
hon.'  gentleman  was  in  better   humour, 
and  disposed  to  yield  to  his  wishes  by 
producing  these  accounts  in  due  time. 
It  most  be  obvious,  that  if  they  were  not 
laid  before  the  House  until  April,  they 
were  not  likely  to  meet  the  attention  they 
deserved  from  that  House  and  the  coun- 
try.   There  would  not  be  time  to  consider 
them  or  to  move  for  further  papers  if 
thought  necessary*  until  a  very  advanced 
period  of  the  session,  when  other  and 
very   important  subjects  were  likely  to 
crowd  upon  the  attention  of  the  House* 
From  these  considerations,  he  hoped,  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  not  ob- 
ject to  a  proposition  for  the  speedy  pro- 
duction of  these  accounts. 

The  Chancellor  tifthe  Exchequer  declared^ 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  productioQ 
of  the  accounts  alluded  to  at  the  earliest 
possible  period^  and  that  ho  had  np  doubt 
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ibey  would  be  ready  before  April.  In- 
deed*  he  was  led  to  hope,  that  he  should 
be  enabled  to  lay  thvm  before  the  House 
by  the  close  of  the  present  month*  J3ut 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  might  make  a 
motion  on  the  aobject  if  he  thought 
proper. 

Mr.  Tienny  said»  that  he  should  decline 
to  make  any  motion*  on  the  understanding 
from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  these 
accounts  would  be  brought  forward  with 
all  convenient  expedition.  His  only  ob- 
ject was,  that  they  should  be  laid  before 
the  House  in  due  time,  to  render  the  sub- 
ject fully  intelligible  to  parliament  and 
the  country  before  Easter.  Being  on  his 
legs,  be  took  occasion  to  ask  the  right 
bon.  gentleman,  when  the  paper  was 
likely  to  be  laid  before  the  House,  with 
respect  to  the  droits  of  the  Admiralty,  for 
which  he  had  moved  before  Christmas  ? 
'  Mr.  WkUbrtad  rose  to  ask  a  question 
which  be  conceived  to  be  connected  with 
the  civil  list  accounts.  He  wished  to 
know,  whether  an  appoinUnent  had  not 
jutt  been  made  of  a  secretary  of  legation 
to  Lisbon,  with  a  salary  of  \,QQOU  a  jrear, 
in  addition  to  the  enormous  grant  already 
made  to  Mr.  Canni«g«  for  which  that 
right  hon.  gentleman  bad  yet  done  no« 
thing  but  deliver  a  brilliant  speech  to  a 
deputation  of  the  Brituh  factory?  [A 
laugh.] 

The  CkoMctUor  of  the  Exchequer  replied^ 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  any  such  ap- 
pointment as  the  Aon.  member  had  al- 
luded to. 

Mr.  V^Wead  asked,  whether  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  was  prepared  to  say  that 
BO  such  appointment  or  nomination  had 
taken  place  ? 

Here  the  chairman  was  proceeding  to 
read  the  motion,  but 

Mr.  Whubread  persisted  in  repeating 
his  question^  which  he  said  he  should 
press  for  the  satisiisction  of  the  House  and 
the  country^  notwithstanding  the  hurry 
of  the  chairamn,  and  the  pertinacious 
ailence  of  the  right  bon.  gentleman,  who 
seemed  resolved  to  plead  ignoroMifs  to 
every  question  asked  him. 

The  ChmctMor  of  ihe  Eseheqaer  repeated 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  any  such  ap- 
pointmenL 

Mr.  WUibnad  itated,  that  it  was  pub*, 
licly  rumoured,  and  by  no  means  a  secret, 
that  a  lord  of  the  Admiralty  had  been 
appointed  a  secretary  to  the  embassy  to 
Lisboo,  with  a  salary  of  l,7KM.  a  year. 

Mr.  BmemUf  t%f€tmed  m  wiih  to  know 


what  he  was  to  infer  from  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  reply?  Whether  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  meant  to  say  that  no  such 
appointment  had  been  made,  or  that  it 
did  not  take  place  with  his  knowledge. 

The  Clumcelior  ef  the  Exchequer  said« 
that  the  committee  was  to  infer,  that  ho 
had  been  asked  a  question  which  he  was 
not  prepared  to  answer. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  the  House 
resumed,  and  the  Report  was  ordered  to 
be  brought  up  to>morrow. 

CovoRfiss  AT  Vienna — ^TaANSFBa  of 
GsNoA,  &c.]  On  the  motion  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  postpon- 
ing the  committee  of  supply  until  Wed* 
nesday  next, 

Mr.  Whitbread  rose  and  said,  that  not* 
withstanding  the  declaration  which  had 
been  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer the  other  day,  that  he  would 
answer  no  .questions  with  respect  to  our 
foreign  relations  or  negociations,  until  the 
return  of  lord  Castlerea^h ;  yet  it  ap- 
peared to  him  of  essential  importance  that 
the  House  and  the  public  should  be, put 
in  possession  of  information  respecting 
the  march  of  the  negociation,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  British  negociator,  upon 
points  which  were  vital  to  the  honour  of 
this  country — vital  to  the  interests  of 
Europe.  From  the  information  which  he 
had  received,  he  could  charge  the  noble 
lord  with  being  a  party,  and  making  this 
country  a  party,  in  some  of  the  disgrace* 
ful  proceedings  of  the  Congress  at  Vienna. 
He  did  not  allude  merely  to  the  qoestioa 
of  Saxony,  but  to  transactions  passing  in 
other  parts  of  Europe,  transactions  in 
which  the  character  of  this  country  and 
the  character  of  our  allies,  had  been 
deeply  involved,  and  the  future  repose  of 
the  world  most  seriously  endangered. 
At  the  time  that  Dresden  and  the  other 
towns  in  Saxony  were  given  up  to  the 
Prussian  troops,  by  prince  Repnin,  on  the 
part  of  Russia*  ministers  said  that  they 
did  not  know  that  lord  Castlereagh  was  a 
party  to  that  act,  and  that  they  did  not 
believe  that  a  British  negociator  could  be 
a  party  to  so  disgraceful  a  transaction. 
He  believed  that  he  could  now  state  with 
authority,  from  information  that  could 
not  be  contradicted,  that  lord  Castlereagh 
was  a  party  to  that  disgraceful  act  of 
)>rince  Repnin,  by  which  Saxony  was  de- 
livered up  to  Prussian  troops.  Subse- 
quently, however,  lord  Castlereagh  had 
sent  lA  a  note  agairnt  that  very  act  te 
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Act«,and  it  is  manifest  tliat  they  hafe  not 
answered  the  purpoi^es  intended  ;  and 
praying,  that  the  said  Acts  may  be  re- 
pealed ;  but  at  the  same  time  the  peti- 
tioners cannot  but  express  their  readi- 
ness to  concur  in  any  measures  tending 
to  relieve  unfortunate  persons  who  may 
have  fallen  under  embarrassments^  which 
■hall  appear  expedient  to  the  House  to  be 
adopted." 
Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Sir  James  Duff]  .  Mr.  Goulborn  moved , 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  that 
he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  di- 
rections, that  there  be  laid  before  this 
House,  copies  of  the  Correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  between  earl  Ba- 
thurst  and  sir  James  Duff,  relative  to  cer- 
tain Spanish  subjects  who  proceeded  from 
Cadiz  to  Gibraltar  in  May  1814.'' 

Mr.  WhUbread  observed,  that  the  prin- 
cipal charge  ^against  sir  James  Duif»  re- 
ferred to  his  order  to  examine  an  English 
convoy  at  Cadiz,  with  a  view  to  prevent 
certain  Spaniards  from  availing  themselves 
of  that  opportunity  to  escape  from  perse- 
cution. 

Mr.  Goulhwm  said,  that  from  what  he 
had  heard,  he  was  led  to  think,  that  the 
•urrender  of  the  fugitive  Spaniards  at 
Gibraltar,  was  the  main  object  of  the  hon. 
gentleman,  and  therefore  he  had  so  framed 
his  motion.  But  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  papers  to  be  produced,  would 
comprehend  every  thing  the  hon.  gentle- 
man desired  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  WhUhrtad  remarked,  that  bis  ob- 
lervations  upon  the  subject  were  made 
in  the  absence  of  the  hon.  gentleman  on 
an  important  mission,  on  the  conclusion  of 
which  he  was  ready  to  congratulate  him. 
His  animadversions  and  inquiry,  however, 
on  this  subject,  referred  not  only  to  the  un- 
just and  inhuman  seizure  of  the  Spaniards 
alluded  to  at  Gibraltar,  but  to  the  equally 
unjust  and  inhuman  endeavours  of  sir 
James  Doff,  at  Cadiz,  to  prevent  the 
escape  of  other  Spaniards  from  the  inqui- 
sitorial power  of  that  roost  detestable  go- 
▼ernment.     [Hear!  bear.] 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CiriL  List  Ambndmbnt  Bill.]  On 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Bankes,  the  House  went 
into  a  coioamittee  on  the  Bill  to  amend  an 
Act  made  in  the  52d  year  of  his  present 
Majesty,  for  making  proTision'  for  the 
httter  support  of  bit  Majeaty'i  bouse* 


Civil  list  Ammdmeni  BiU.  {72^ 

h6ld  during  the  continuance  of  his  Ma« 
jesty's  indisposition.  The  hon.  gentle* 
man  stated,  that  the  object  of  the  Bill 
was,  to  provide  that  the  accounts  of  the 
civil  list  should  hereafter  be  made  mp  to 
the  5th  of  January  instead  of  as  hereto- 
fore  to  the  5th  of  April ;  and  he  was  not 
aware  of  any  opposition  to  the  proposed 
arrangement. 

Mr.  Tterney,  adverting  to  the  conversa- 
tion which  took  place  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session  on  this  subject,  when  he 
took  occasion  to  observe,  that  it  was 
highly  expedient  to  have  these  accounts 
made  up  to  the  period  mentioned  in  the 
Bill,  regretted  that  this  arrangement  did 
not  apply  in  any  manner  to  the  present 
year,  in  which  there  was  notoriously  an 
arrear,  but  was  reserved  for  the  next  year, 
when  there  might  be  no  arrear  at  all. 
For  himself,  he  could  not  conceive  the 
existence  of  any  difficulty  to  the  produc- 
tion of  the  civil  list  accounts,  at  least,  at 
such  an  early  period  as  would  enable  the 
House  to  inquire  into  and  discuss  the  sub- 
ject in  due  time.  F^e  could  not,  indeed, 
see  any  objection  to  their  prompt  produc- 
tion, for  he  had  reason  to  believe,  that 
they  were  ready  to  be  laid  before  the 
House.  In  one  department  be  happened 
to  know  that  they  were  actually  ready. 
Upon  what  ground,  then,  should  their  pro- 
duction be  delayed,  when  that  production 
would  afford  so  much  satisfaction.  Per- 
haps the  Mght  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  somewhat  angry  on  a 
former  occasion,  at  what  he  might  con* 
sider  his  (Mr.  Tierney's)  pertinacity  apon 
this  subject,  but  now  he  hoped  the  right 
hon;  gentleman  was  in^  better  bomonr, 
and  disposed  to  yield  to  his  wishes  by 
producing  these  accounts  in  doe  time. 
It  must  be  obvious,  that  if  they  were  not 
laid  before  the  House  until  April,  they 
were  not  likely  to  meet  the  attention  they 
deserved  from  that  House  and  the  coon- 
try.  There  would  not  be  time  to  consider 
them  or  to  move  for  further  papers  if 
thought  necessary,  until  a  very  advanced 
period  of  the  session,  when  other  and 
very  important  subjects  were  likely  to 
crowd  upon  the  attention  of  the  House. 
From  these  considerations,  he  hoped,  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  not  ob- 
ject to  a  proposition  for  the  speedy  pro- 
duction of  these  accounts. 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  ErcAr^tKr  declared^ 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  prodoction 
of  the  accounts  allnded  to  at  the  earliest 
possible  period^  and  that  he  had  no  donbt 
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they  would  be  ready  before  April.  In- 
deed, be  was  led  to  hope,  that  he  should 
be  enabled  to  lay  thrin  before  the  House 
by  the  close  of  the  present  month*  J3ut 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  might  make  a 
motion  on  the  subject  if  he  thought 
proper. 

Mr,  Tiemcif  said*  that  he  should  decline 
to  make  any  motioa,  on  the  understanding 
from  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  these 
accounts  would  be  brought  forward  with 
all  convenient  expedition.  His  only  ob- 
ject was,  that  they  should  be  laid  before 
the  House  in  doe  time,  to  render  the  sub- 
ject fully  tntelUgible  to  parliament  and 
the  country  before  Easter.  Being  on  his 
legs,  be  took  occasion  to  ask  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  when  the  paper  was 
likely  to  be  laid  before  the  House,  with 
respect  to  the  droito  of  the  Admiralty,  for 
which  he  had  moved  before  Christmas  ? 

Mr.  WkUhrtad  rose  to  ask  a  question 
which  he  conceived  to  be  connected  with 
the  cifil  list  accounts.  He  wished  to 
know,  whether  an  appoinlment  had  not 
just  been  made  of  a  secretary  of  legation 
to  Lisbon,  with  a  salary  of  \,2O0U  a  jrear, 
in  addition  to  the  enormous  grant  already 
made  to  Mr.  Canning,  for  which  that 
right  hon.  gentleman  bad  yet  done  no* 
thing  bat  deliver  a  brilliant  speech  to  a 
deputation  of  the   British  factory?    [A 

laogh.] 
The  ChoMctlkf  of  the  Exchequer  replied, 

that  he  was  not  amre  of  any  such  ap* 

Cintment  as  the  Son.  member  had  al« 
led  to. 

Mr.  WkUbnod  asked,  whether  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  prepared  to  say  that 
BO  such  appointment  or  nomination  had 
taken  place } 

Here  the  chairman  was  proceeding  to 
read  the  motion,  bot 

Mr.  WkUbread  persisted  in  repeating 
his  question,  which  he  said  he  should 
press  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  House  and 
the  country,  notwithstanding  the  hurry 
of  the  chairman,  and  the  pertinacious 
silence  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  who 
seemed  resolved  to  pl«ui  igHoramiu  to 
every  question  asked  htm. 

The  ChmceUor  eflkt  JBrcle^iMr  repeated 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  any  such  ap- 
pointmenL 

Mr.  IFUfcvai  stated,  that  it  was  pob*. 
licly  rumoured,  and  by  no  means  a  secret, 
that  a  lord  of  the  Admiralty  had  been 
appointed  a  secretary  to  the  embassy  to 
Usboo,  with  a  salary  of  1,20(M.  a  year. 

Mr.  Amqr^  expfemed  a  wiah  to  know 


what  he  was  to  infer  from  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  reply  ?  Whether  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  meant  to  say  that  no  such 
appointment  had  been  made,  or  that  it 
did  not  take  place  with  his  knowledge. 

The  Chamceikir  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  committee  was  to  infer,  that  ha 
had  been  asked  a  qoestion  which  he  was 
not  prepared  to  answer. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  the  House 
resumed,  and  the  Report  was  ordered  to 
be  brought  up  to-morrow. 

CoVGRfiSS    AT     VlBNNA-^TRANSFBa     OF 

Genoa,  &c.]  On  the  motion  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  postpon* 
ing  the  committee  of  supply  until  Wed* 
nesday  next, 

Mr.  Wkitbread  rose  and  said,  that  not* 
withstanding  the  declaration  which  had 
been  made  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer the  other  day,  that  he  would 
answer  no  questions  with  respect  to  our 
foreign  relations  or  negociations,  until  the 
return  of  lord  Castlerea^h ;  yet  it  ap- 
peared to  him  of  essential  importance  that 
the  House  and  the  public  should  be .  put 
in  possession  of  information  respecting 
the  march  of  the  negociation,  and  tha 
conduct  of  the  British  negociator,  upon 
points  which  were  vital  to  the  honour  of 
this  country — vital  to  the  interests  of 
Europe.  From  the  information  which  ho 
had  received,  he  could  charge  the  noble 
lord  with  being  a  party,  and  making  this 
ooontry  a  party,  in  some  of  the  disgrace* 
ful  proceedings  of  the  Congress  at  Vienna. 
He  did  not  allude  merely  to  the  question 
of  Saxony,  but  to  transactions  passing  in 
other  parts  of  Europe,  transactions  in 
which  the  character  of  this  country  and 
the  character  of  our  allies,  had  been 
deeply  involved,  and  the  future  repose  of 
the  world  most  seriously  endangered. 
At  the  time  that  Dresden  and  the  other 
towns  in  Saxony  were  given  up  to  the 
Prussian  troops,  by  prince  Repnin,  on  the 
part  of  Russia*  ministers  said  that  they 
did  not  know  that  lord  Castlereagh  was  a 
party  to  that  act»  and  that  they  did  not 
believe  that  a  British  negociator  could  be 
a  party  to  so  disgraceful  a  transaction. 
He  believed  that  be  could  now  state  with 
authority,  from  information  that  could 
not  be  contradicted,  that  lord  Castlereagh 
was  a  party  to  that  disgraceful  act  of 
)>rince  Kepnin,  by  which  Saxony  was  de- 
livered up  to  Prussian  troops.  Sobse- 
qnently,  however,  lord  Castlereagh  had 
sent  in  a  note  against  that  very  act  ta 
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which  be  had  been  a  party*    Since  the 
snrrender  of  JSaxony»  ministers  bad  not 
contradicted  the  fact  of  lord  Castlereagh 
having  been  a  party  to  this  act  of  prince 
Hepnin,  although  at  the  time  they  had 
denied  it^  and  said  it  was  impossible  that 
any  British  negociator  could  be  a  party  to 
go    disgraceful   a  transaction.      He  had 
reason  to  believe  that  it  was  in  conse- 
quence of  the  public  feeling  manifested 
in  this  country,  that  ministers  had  sent 
over  instructions  to  lord  Castlereagh  to 
present  to  the  Congress  a  note,  protesting 
against .  that  act  to  which  be  himself  had 
been  a  party.    Such  had  been  the  march 
of  the  negociation  on  the  part  of  the  Bri- 
tish representative  at  the  Congress.     He 
should  not  now  presume  to  put  a  question 
on  this  subject  to  those  gentlemen  who 
bad  already  declared  that  they   would 
answer  nothing  until  the  return  of  lord 
Castlereagh.    He  should  not  expect  them 
to  return  any  answer  on  the  subject ;  but 
be  staled  this  to  be  the  case,  and  unless  it 
was  formally  contradicted,  there  was  no 
person  who  would  not  believe  it  to  be 
true.     There    were  other    things,    also, 
which  had  happened,  equally  disgraceful 
to  the  character  of  this  country.    It  was 
curious  to  see  the  line  of  conduct  adopted 
by  ministers,  whd  resolved  to  wait  for  the 
return  of  the  noble  lord  befolretbey  opened 
their  mouths.    They  resolved  to  sit  in 
silence,  while  they  knew  that  public  do- 
cuments existed  by  which  certain  muta- 
tions of  states  bad  been  made  and  irrevo- 
cably fixed.    Amongst  the  rest,  the  most 
unparralieled  and  unjustifiable  act  was  the 
ffiving  up  of  Genoa  to  the  king*of  Sardinia. 
If  the  House  could  recollect  the  treaty 
signed  by  the  allied  powers,  on  their  en- 
trance into  Paris,  and  also  not  forget  the 
principle  on  which  we  had  been  engaged 
m  the  horrid  and  bloody  war  of  the  last 
twenty  years,  as  well  as  the  arguments 
used  at  all  times  against  the  despotism  of 
.  the  late  French  ruler,  but  more  particu- 
larly when  he  annexed  to  his  dominions, 
without  the  least  formality,  the  territories 
of  independent  states,  it  could  not  be 
without  feelings  of  shame,  remorse,  and 
disgust,  that  we  could  hear  what  the  allies 
were  doing  in  their  most  unholy  Congress 
at  Vienna. 

The  course  of  proceeding  pursued  with 
regard  to  Italy^  under  the  lanotion  of  Con* 
gross,  was  but  too  apparent.  It  was  well 
known,  that  lord  William  Bentiftck  when 
be  first  entered  Tuscany  had  carried  the 
•words,  "  Italian  independence/'  upon  bis 


banners,  and  had  called  upon  tbe  people 
to  stand  forward  yin  support  of  their  ana- 
lienable  rights,  to  fight  for  their  holy  re- 
ligion, their  constitution  and  indepen- 
dence. He  would  read  the  proclamation 
which  bis  lordship  issued  on  that  occasion^ 
that  the  House  might  see  how  these  people 
had  been  treated,  and  how  they  had  been 
betrayed.  Mr.  Whitbread  here  read  the 
following  proclamation,  dated  Leghorn^ 
the  14th  of  March,  l«14e 

««  Italians— Great  Britain  has  landed 
her  troops  on  your  shores;  she  holds  out 
her  hand  to  yjoo  to  free  you  from  the  iron 
yoke  of  Buonapar(6. 

"  Portugal,  Spain,  Sicily,  and  Holland, 
can  attest  the  liberal  and  disinterested 
principles  which  animate  that  power. 

"  Spain,  by  her  firm  resolution,  her 
▼alour,  with  the  assistance  of  her  alliei| 
has  succeeded  in  a  great  undertaking. 

"  The  French  have  been  driven  from 
her  territories— her  independence  b  se- 
cured— her  civil  liberty  is  established. 

"  Sicily,  protected  by  this  power,  baa 
succeeded  in  saving  herself  from  tbe  uni« 
versal  deluge,  from  which  she  has  snf- 
fered  nothing,  owing  to  the  benevolent 
disposition  of  her  prince ;  •  drawn  front 
slavery  to  liberty,  she  hastens  to  resunae 
her  former  splendour  among  independent 
nations. 

V  Holland  hastens  to  accomplish  the 
same  end. 

"  Will  Italy  then  remain  alone  under 
the  yoke  ? 

.  <«  The  Italians  only  will  fight  against 
Italians,  to  support  a  tyrant,  and  to  eii« 
slave  their  country. 

**  Italians,  hesitate  no  longer^- yon  are 
Italians — and  thou  more  especially,  Ita- 
lian army,  reflect  that  tbe  great  cause  of 
thy  country  is  in  thy  band  I 

"  Warriors  of  Italy,  you  are  not  asked 
to  come  to  us,  but  you  are  asked  to  assert 
your  rights  and  your  liberty*    . 

"  Call  us,  and  we  will  hasten  to  yoo» 
and  then,  our  forces  joined,  will  efiect 
that  Italy  may  become  what  in  the  beat 
times  she  was,  and  what  Spain  now  is. 

"  W.  BiNTIIICK, 

"  Commander  in  Chief  of  tho  British 
troops.'' 
If  such  were  the  hopes  and  the  pro- 
spects wfaioh  we  held  out  to  the  Italians^ 
bow  miserably  have  they  been 'disap- 
pointed! Bat  it  was  not  merely  thia 
general  proclamation  to  tbe  lulians  that 
bad  been  Tiolated ;  there  was  another 
proclamation  to  the  people  of  Genoa,  in 
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which  they  were  expressly  promised  their 
independence,  and  their  tbrmer  go?em- 
ment.  Lord  William  Beotinck  had  even 
proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  their  two 
colleges  and  their  two  councils,  for  the 
express  porpose  of  the  complete  restora- 
tion of  their  former  government.  This 
second  proclamation  was  dated  the  26th 
of  April,  1814*  and  was  coached  In  the 
following  terms : 

"  The  forces  of  his  Britannic  Majesty 
under  my  command,  having  drifeu  the 
French  from  the  territory  oi  Genoa,  it  is 
become  necessary  to  provide  for  the  main- 
lenance  of  good  order,  and  the  government 
of  this  state.  Considering  that  the  uni- 
versal desire  of  the  Genoese  nation  appears 
to  be  to  return  to  that  ancient  government 
under  which  it  enjoyed  liberty,  pro- 
aperitv»  and  independence ;  considering 
also  that  this  desire  seems  to  be  conforma- 
ble to  the  principles  acknowledged  hy  the 
high  allied  powers  to  restore  to  all  their 
ancient  rights  and  privileges  i 

''  I  DSCLAKV, 

"  1st.  That  the  constitution  of  the 
Genoese  states,  which  existed  in  the  year 
1707,  with  those  modifications  which  the 
general  voice,  the  public  good,  and  the 
spirit  of  the  original  constitution  of  1576 
seem  to  require.  Is  re-established. 

«*2d.  That  the  organic  modifications, 
together  with  the  manner  of  forming  the 
list  of  the  eligible  citizens,  and  the  minor 
and  major  councils  shall  be  published  as 
soon  as  possible. 

«« Srd.  That  a  provisional  government, 
consisting  of  13  persons,  and  formed  into 
two  colleges  as  at  first,  shall  be  nominated 
immediately,  and  shall  bold  their  charge 
till  January  1, 1815,  when  the  two  classes 
shall  be  comprised  in  the  number  pre- 
scribed by  the  constitution. 

«<  44h.  That  the  provisional  government 
shall  assume  and  exercise  the  legislative 
and  executive  powers  of  the  state,  and  shall 
settle  a  temporary*  system,  either  con- 
tinuing and  modifying  the  existing  laws, 
or  re-establishing  and  modifying  ancient 
laws,  in  the  manner  which  shall  seem  to 
them  expedient  for  the  good  of  the  state, 
and  the  security  of  the  persons  and  pro* 
party  of  the  citizens. 

^  5th.  That  two-thirds  of  the  minor 
and  major  councils  be  nominated  imme- 
diately, the  others  to  be  elected  according 
to  the  form  of  the  constitution,  when  the 
list  of  the  tligible  citiaeos  shall  be  made 
o«t« 
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*•  6ih.  The  two  colleges  shall  propose 
to  the  two  councils  above  named,  accord- 
ing to  the  constitution,  all  the  measures 
they  may  think  necessary  for  the  complete 
re-establishment  of  the  ancient  form  of 
government. 

"  And,  in  fulfilment  of  this,  I  declare,  by 
this  present  proclamation,  that  the  signer 
— ,  and  the  signori  ,  senators^ 

are  elected  to  form  the  provisional  govern- 
ment of  the  Genoese  state ;  and  I  invite 
and  order  all  the  inhabitants  of  every  class 
and  condition  to  lend  their  aid  and  obe* 
dience.  **  W.  C.  Bbntinck, 

*'  Commander  in  Chief. 
"  Dated,  Head-Quarters,  20  April,  18 14.'^ 

If  ever  there  was  a  public  declaration 
by  which  a  government  had  pledged  itself 
to  maintain  the  independence  of  another 
state,  the  British  government  had  become 
by  this  instrument  the  guarantee  of  Ge- 
noese independence,    ua  the  House  how- 
ever look  at  the  sequel.  Five  days  before 
the  arrival  of  the  period  at  which  the 
people  of  Genoa  looked  for  the  ratification 
of  their  liberties,  they  receive  the  black 
and  inhuman  mandate  which  informed 
them,  that  their  constitution  was  not  to  be 
restored,  that  their  rights  and  happiness 
were  not    to    he  consulted,    that  their 
former  splendour  was  not  to  be  revived, 
and  that  the  faith  and  honour  of  this 
country  was  not  to  be  regarded.    On  the 
26ih  of  December,  1814,  the  fatal  intelli- 
gence was  published  to  them,  that  all  the 
promises  in   which    they    bad   hitherto 
trusted,  and  all  the  professions  which  they 
had  hitherto  believed,  were  alike  hollow 
and    delusive;    that  those  who  bad   so 
loudlv  proclaimed  that  the  march  of  the 
late  despotism  was  traced  in  blocxi,  were 
themselves  treading  in  the  same  footsteps, 
and  that  Genoa  was  to  become  the  victim  of 
their  lawless  usorpatioris.  It  was  then  that 
the  protocol  of  the  proceedings  at  Vienna 
was  made  known  to  them  ;  and  the  esta- 
blished authorities,  with  indignation,  but 
not  with  fear,  pointed  out  to  their  country- 
men by  proclamation  the  necessity  of 
submission.— 'Mr.  Wbitbread  here    read 
the  following  Address  of  the   governors 
and  proct^tors  of  Genoa  announcing  the 
annexation  of  that  Republic  to  Sardinia  : 

^  Informed  that  the  Congress  of  Vienna 
has  disposed  of  our  country,  uniting  it  to 
the  states  of  his  majesty  the  kiug  of  Sar- 
xJinia,  and  resolved  on  the  one  hand  not 
to  yield  our  indisputable  rights,  on  the 
other,  not  lo  adopt  osekss  or  fatal  mea- 
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suresg  we  resign  an  aatbority  conferred  on 
us  by  the  confidence  of  the  nation,  and 
appro?ed  by  the  principal  powers. 

"  All  has  been  done  withoat  hesitation 
and  without  reserve,  that  a  gOTernment 
guided  by  justice  and  reason  could  do  for 
the  rights  and*  restoration  of  its  people. 
Our  consciences  attest  it,  and  the  most 
remote  countries  know  it. 

*'  Nothing  now  remains  for  us  to  do, 
but  to  recommend  to  the  municipal,  the 
administrative,  and  judicial  authorities, 
the  just  exercise  of  their  functions ;— to 
the  succeeding  government  the  care  of  the 
troops  which  we  had  begun  to  form,  and  . 
of  those  who  had  served  with  loyalty. 

"  To  all  the  people  of  Genoa  we  recom- 
mend tranquillity,  than  which  nothing  is 
more  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  nations. 

*'  We  carry  with  us  into  our  retirement 
a  profound  sentiment  of  gratitude  towards 
the  illustrious  general  who  knew  the  limits 
of  victory,  and  a  perfect  con6dence  that 
Divine  Providence  will  never  abandon  the 
Genoese. 

"  From  the  Palace  of  Genoa, 
"  Dec.  26,  1814." 

Suct^  was  the  proclamation  issued  by 
the  procurators  and  executive  officers  of 
Genoa,  on  the  25th  of  December,  five 
days  before  the  period  at  which  the  solemn 
word  of  a  British  general  (which  word  the 
Genoese  government  yet  forbore  to  im- 
peach), involving  the  word  and  faith  of 
the  British  government,  had  guaranteed 
to  that  unhappy  people  the  restoration  of 
their  former  government,  and  the  security 
of  their  ancient  independence.  The  Con- 
gress of  Vienna,  instead  of  re-establishing 
their  rights,  had  however  adjudged  them 
to  be  slaves.  .  General  Dalrymple,  who 
then  commanded  at  Genoa,  published  on 
the  28th  another  proclamation,  annoCinc- 
ing  the  melancholy  fact,  in  these  words  : 

**  The  provisional  government  appointed 
by  his  excellency  lord  William  Bentinck, 
on  the  26th  of  April  last,  having  delivered 
its  authority  into  my  hands,  I  hasten  pub- 
licly to  declare,  that  it  has  constantly 
laboured  towards  the  welfare  and  happi- 
ness of  its  citizens. 

"  Having  received  orders  from  bis  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, to  restore  the  government  df  the 
Genoese  states  to  the  authority  which  shall 
be  appointed  by  his  majesty  the  king  of 
Sardinia,  conformably  to  the  decision  of 
the  Congress  of  Vienna,  in  virtue  of  which 
the  Mates  of  Genoa  are  placed  under  the 


dominion  of  his  Sardinian  majesty,  I 
order,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ge* 
ooese  states  shall  obey  the  existing  admi* 
nistrative,  municipal,  and  judicial  autho- 
rities, until  the  will'  of  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia is  made  known  to  me. 

**  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  order  and  har- 
mony which  reigned  among  all  classes  of 
the  citizens  during  my  residence  aaion|^ 
them,  will  be  maintained  under  this 
change  ;  and  it  is  ^ith  real  pleasure  that 
I  pronounce  a  future  prosperity  to  this 
country,  guaranteed  by  the  privileges 
which  have  b^n  preserved  by  the  act  of 
cession,  and  by  the  paternal  government 
of  a  king,  whose  only  care  is  to  insure  the 
happiness  <of  his  beloved  subjects. 

"  J.  P.  Dalbymplb,  Commander  of 
the  British  forces  in  the  States  ^f  Genoa. 
'*  Genoa,  Dec.  27,  1814." 

Here  was  no  misconduct,  then,  imputed 
by  any  party  to  the  former  Genoese  go- 
vernment, no  pretence  of  any  justification 
of  this  kind  offered.  Every  former  tyranny, 
either  despotic  or  revolutionary,  had 
deemed  it  necessary  to  colour  its  aggres- 
sions by  some  pretext  of  that  descriptioa. 
No  alleged  grievances  were  held  op  to  the 
people  as  inviting  them  to  accept -the 
precious  boon  of  fraternity,  or,  as  it  would 
perhaps  be  called  in  this  instance,  of  pater- 
nity, from  their  invaders.  In  this  very 
proclamation,  general  Dalrymple  did  not 
attempt  to  tell  the  Genoese  that  their  go- 
vernment was  a  bad  one,  or  that  they  were 
unhappy  under  it.  No ;  on  the  contrary, 
he  dwelt  upon  its  excellence,  and  com- 
mended the  regular  and  correct  behavioar 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  yet,  coupled  with 
that  admission,  they  were  told  that  they 
had  been  consigned  over  to  the  crown  of 
Sardinia.  Was  there  ever  any  conduct  so 
disgraceful  and  unfeeling !  And  under 
what  authority  did  genera]  Dalrymple  act  ? 
By  the  orders  of  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent  of  Great  Briiain.  He  wished 
to  see  the  detestable  mandate  that  thus 
empowered  general  Dalrymple ;  he  wished 
to  know  in  what  words  it  was  couched  ; 
he  wished  to  know  by  vihom  the  Prince 
Regent  had  been  advised  to  issue  an  oAler 
for  overthrowing  the  independence  of  an 
ancient  and  a  free  state;  and  by  whom  it 
was  signed.  After  the  disclosure  of  facts 
like  these,  ministers  might  if  they  pleased 
continue  in  their  threatened  silence ;  they 
might  still  wait  till  the  return  of  lord  Cas- 
tlereagh,  and  the  House  might  be  forced 
to  wait  for  the  same  stent,  before  it  could 
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know  whether  there  was  such  a  docament 
in  the  Foreign-office ;  bat  he  would  ven- 
ture to  affirm  that  not  all  the  powers  on 
earth  assembled  in  Congress  bad  the  legi- 
timate right  to  place  Genoa  under  the 
dominion  of  Sardinia ;  and  he  hoped  the 
people  of  Europe  would  assert  their 
rights  against  a  combination  of  usurping 
powers,  as  they  had  lately  successfully 
done  against  a  single  power  which  aimed 
at  universal  dominion.  What !  was  (he 
country  in  which  the  palladium  of  liberty 
was  supposed  to  have  remained  intiolate, 
that  had  been  described  as ^  the  ark  of  a 
deluged  universe^  to  be  made  a  party  to 
the  extinction  of  an  independent  power^ 
and  to  the  compulsory  transfer  of  a  free 
people  to  a  government  equally  imbecile 
and  corrupt,  alike  unable  to  protect,  con- 
ciliate, or  control  its  subjects  !  He  trusted 
that  public  opinion  would  be  in  unison 
with  his  own,  that  neither  this  nor  any 
other  congress  had  power  so  to  trample 
on  the  liberties  of  mankind,  and  that  there 
yet  remained  feeling  and  spirit  enough  to 
animate  them  to  unite  against  any  combi- 
nation of  usurping  powers,  and  free  them- 
selves from  a  yoke  as  overwhelmingp  now 
that  it  was  imposed  by  many,  as  when  it 
was  established  by  one.  What  a  satire 
was  general  Dairy mple's  compliment  to 
the  late  Genoese  government  on  the  con- 
duct of  his  own  \  and  bow  galling  must  it 
have  been  to  the  Genoese  people  to  hear 
mention  made  of  future  guarantees  to  be 
entered  into  by  the  king  of  Sardinia,  in  the 
aamojdocument  which  recorded  the  viola- 
tion of  a  solemn  guarantee,  involving  all 
that  was  dear  and  sacred  to  them,  on  the 
part  of  this  country !  Could  the  right  hon. 
gentlemen  opposite  deny  any  of  these 
things  ?  Would  they,  if  they  had  it  in  their 
power  to  contradict  them,  suffer  the  im« 
patation  of  transactions  so  odious,  so  dis- 

Sisting,  so  unjust,  to  rest  longer  upon 
em  ?  Let  the  shame  lie  where  it  ought 
to  lie,  and  perhaps  a  greater  palliation  for 
such  atrocitier  would  be  found  in  a  shame- 
ful silence  than  in  a  shameless  defence. 

But  he  would  wish  gentlemen  to  consi- 
der what  was  likely  to  be  the  effect  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Congress,  when  tlie  intelli- 
gence should  spread  itself  throughout 
Italy.  The  Genoese  had  received  the 
news  of  their  transfer  with  that  sullen 
despair  which  wanted  no  outward  exhibi- 
tion to  betray  itself.  It  was  a  prominent 
feature  of  the  Italian  character  to  be  sullen 
under  an  injury  which  was  deeply  felt,  and 
to  wait  for  the  moment  of  refeoge.   What 
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other  line  of  conduct  could  be  expected 
from  them  ?  What  barrier  could  be  inter* 
posed  when  all  the  principles  of  justice 
were  at  once  broken  dowm?  Nothing  but 
slow  and  sure  revenge.  No  exclamations* 
no  menaces,  no  indignation  had  escaped 
them ;  they  beard  their  fate  in  silence— -a 
silence  which  proved  that  they  only  waited 
for  the  opportunity  of  avenging  themselves; 
and  he  sincerely  hoped  they  would  be 
able  to  do  so.  The  conduct  of  Austria  in 
Italy  had  been  most  extraordinary.  She 
took  possession  of  that  country  condition- 
ally, in  consequence  of  a  stipulation  en* 
tered  into  with  Eugene  Beauharnois,  the 
late  viceroy.  This  person  was  esteemed 
by  the  Italians,  and  always  spoken  of  bv 
them  with  respect ;  for  besides  his  high 
military  fame,  be  had  acquired  a  character 
amongst  them  for  independence,  honour, 
and  fidelity ;  and  they  believed  he  never 
would  have  been  induced  so  to  falsify  the 
word  he  had  given  to  the  Italians  as  it  had 
been  falsified  when  he  left  the  Northern 
parts  of  Italy  to  be  occupied  by  the  Aus« 
trians.  The  capital  of  these  states  was 
taken  possession  of  by  general  Bellegarde, 
in  the  name  of  the  allies,  not  in  the  name 
of  Austria.  But  what  had  been  the  con-- 
duct  of  Austria  towards  this  very  Safdinia  ? 
She  had  even  marched  sarrisons  inta  Flo- 
rence,  which  the  weakness  of  Sardinia 
obliged  her  to  give  up.  What  was  the 
intention  of  the  allied  powers  ?  Only  that 
Austria  should  hold  certain  possessions  in 
Italy,  as  a  security  till  the  general  afiairs 
of  the  Congress  were  arranged,  and  that 
then  she  should  restore  them.  But  Aus- 
tria had  taken  possession  of  them  in  full 
propriety,  particularly  of  the  Venetian 
states,  thereby  extinguishing  one  great 
independent  republic.  She  had  also  taken 
possession,  in  sovereignty,  of  the  indepen- 
dent republic  of  Lucca,  without  the  mise- 
rable pretext  of  former  unjust  possession. 
She  had  threatened  to  take  possession  of 
the  ciudel  of  Turin,  and  bad  claimed  the 
right  to  senir  a  garrison  into  that  fortress ; 
thus  grossly  insulting  the  feeble  power  to 
which  the  ancient  and  once  haughty  re* 
public  of  Genoa  bad  been  traitorously 
consigned.  And  let  it  be  recollected^ 
that  while  all  this  was  going  on,  we  were 
keeping  up  or  paying  for  an  army  of 
75,000  men  on  the  continent,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  protecting  the  minor  states,  in  order 
that  no  interloper  might  come  Into  them 
before  his  time.  Yet,  while  we  were 
paying  this  army  for  such  a  purpose, 
Austria  had  taken  possession  of  the  atatea 
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trenched  camps  between  those  fortresses. 

It  seemed  that  all  these  preparations  were 

for  the  advantage  and    security  of    t.be 


enomerated  without  any  right  at  all ;  and 
had  accompanied  her  authority  with  her 
usual  system  of  exactions,  contributions, 
and  imposts.  The  Austrian  government, 
it  was  well  known,  was  always  disliked  in 
Italy,  but  now  it  was  detested.  And  having 
fioted  in  injustice,  she  was  haunted  with 
all  that  suspicious  jealousy  incident  to 
despotic  usurpation.  Every  Italian  who 
Tentured  to  breathe  a  wish  that  the  allied 
powers  had  been  true  to  their  plighted 
faith— every  man  who  dared  to  express  a 
thought,  that  after  such  a  night  of  despo- 
.tism«  the  promised  day  would  have  shone 
upon  them,  had  been  arrested.  From  all 
quarters  of  Northern  Italy  the  victims  of 
Austrian  injustice  had  been  gathered 
within  the  dungeons  of  that  baneful  power, 
A  conspiracy  had  been  invented  for  the 
purpose  of  accusing  obnoxious  persons, 
falsely  presumed  criminal,  who  were  to 
be  summoned  before  a  tribunal  incompe- 
tent to  their  trial.  Against  such  a  tribunal, 
so  constituted,  the  civilized  world  ought 
to  protest ;  and  little  as  he  thought  of  the 
energy,  exertion,  or  capacity,  of  the 
members  of  the  cabinet  now  remaining  at 
home — diminished  as  he  conceived  the 
influence  of  the  British  government  on  the 
continent  to  be,  he  trusted  they  would 
exert  themselves  to  prevent  the  scandal  of 
the  mock  trial  which  was  announced,  of 
the  victims  of  Austria,  now  immured  in 
her  dungeons,  and  to  avert  the  horribly 
catastrophe  to  which  they  are  destined. 
The  last  act  Of  this  power,  contrary  to 
Kood  faith,  had  been  the  withdrawing  of 
Uie  Italian  regiments  over  the  mountains 
into  Germany ;  but  on  their  arrival  what 
was  their  condition  ?  They  were  found  to 
be  mere  skeletons.  Such  conduct  altoge- 
ther he  hoped  every  man  breathing  would 
protest  against,  as  being,  morally,  most 
unjust  and  inhuman,  and  politically  speak- 
ing, the  most  scandalous  and  disgraceful 
policy  that  could  be  adopted.  He  hoped 
there  would  be  still  founa  feeling  enough 
in  the  British  cabinet  to  protest  against 
the  whole  of  the  proceedings  that  had 
taken  place  towards  Saxony  and  Italy; 
and  he  would  implore  this  government  to 
interfere  in  behalf  of  those  persona  who 
were  to  be  brought  to  trial  in  Italy. 

There  was  another  subject  on  which  he 
mast  say  a  few  words.  Before  the  recess, 
he  bad  repeated  some  questions,  which  he 
thought  would  have  extracted  an  answer. 
They  regarded  the  state  of  the  Low 
Conntries,  the  expense  of  potting  the  for* 
irenea  into  repair,  and  the  forming  of  en- 


prince  of  Orange.    He  wished  to  ask  t.lie 
gentlemen  opposite,  whether  they  knew 
of  any  considerable  movement  of  Prussian 
troops  in  that  direction;  and  in  conse- 
quence, that  that  country  which  was    to 
be. preserved  from  the  inroads  of  France^ 
and  protected  against  her,  was  open  to 
the  incursions  of  an  opposite  neighbour  ? 
For  what  purpose  were  Prussian  troops 
marching  towards  Belgium?   He  hopc«l« 
if  that  country  was  to  be  finally  delivered 
to  Holland,  that  the  government  would 
act  in  direct  opposition  to  that  of  Austria 
in  regard  to  Italy,  and  would  learn,  that 
the  strength  of  a  state  did  not  consist  in 
the  number  of  its  muskets,  its  cannon,  and 
its  fortresses,  but  in  the  loyalty  and  aflfec* 
tion  of  its  people.    If  the  present  was  the 
time  for  Belgium  to  become  Dutch,  and 
permanently  to  remain  so,  be  should  be 
glad  to  see,  that  instead  of  fQrtresaes,  there 
would  be  given  to  the  people  a  constitn* 
tion,  political  rights,  and  something  worth 
fighting  for.   This  would  be  of  more  value 
to  them  than  all  the  money  we  might  ex- 
pend amongst  them,  and  all  the  fortresses 
we  might  build  for  them ;  which,  assu* 
redly,  would  not  protect  them  agsinst  in- 
vasion more  than  a  very  few  years.     He 
knew  not  whether  what  he  had  said  would 
call  forth  any  reply  from  ministers ;  he 
did  not  anticipate  that  it  would  ;  but  if 
what  he  had  asserted  remained  uncontra- 
dicted, he  should  continue  to  believe  bis 
information  correct,  and  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  they  themselves  would  be  consi- 
dered as  adopting  it.     [Hear,  hear !  from 
the  ministerial  side  of  the  House.] 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
on  the  justice  and  propriety  of  the  course 
taken  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  he  should 
give  no  opinion,  but  leave  it  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House.  Such  conduct,  how- 
ever, he  considered  to  be  utterly  novel, 
and  unheard  of  before  in  parliamentary 
proceedings.  It  had  never  been  custo> 
mary  to  bring  a  direct  charge  against  any 
member  without  giving  the  party  notice 
of  such  intention,  that  he  might  appear  in 
his  place  to  repel  It  if  .he  could.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  said  he  did  not  ex- 
pect an  answer  to  the  questions  he  bad 
put,  and  in  this  he  would  certainly  not  be 
disappointed.  He  thought  it  much  better 
to  leave  them  wholly  unanswered,  than  to 
communicate  partial  information,  when  it 
was  probable  that  in  a  short  time  fuller 
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explanationi  might  be  obtained  than  coold 
now  be  given. 

Mr.  Panuonby  contended  that  the  right 
hon*  gentleman  could  not  be  ignorant 
aboat  certain  facts  which  bad  been  men« 
tioned  by  hit  hon.  friend,  though  he  might 
not  chooae  lo  amy  any  thing  upon  them ; 
and  if  io#  would  not  every  one  conclude, 
that  he  coold  not  contradict  and  could  not 
joitify  them.  Was  the  paper  issued  by 
general  Dalrymple  authentic  or  not?  Was 
it  true  that  the  transfer  of  Genoa  to  Sar- 
dinia was  with  the  sanction  of  this  coun- 
try? Mr.  Speaker,  continued  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  I  wish  you  wonld  cast  your 
eyes  upon  that  bench,  and  say  if  there  is 
a  single  person  sitting  there  who  dares 
contradict  what  has  l^en  asserted  ?  and 
if  you  do  cast  your  eyes  upon  them,  I 
should  be  glad  to  know  what  younr^mo* 
lions  are«— whether  yon  most  pity  or  ckto* 
demo  them  ?  [Hear,  and  laughter.]  Be 
had  nothing  more  to'  say ;  the  transactions 
beggared  all  description;  and  he  was 
aure  there  was  not  a  man  iii.the  kingdom 
that  ever  expected  to  sen-  the  .name  of 
England  so  disgraced. 

Mr.  Whuhrmt,  in  reply  to  the  Chan^ 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  said  that  he  bad 
charged  lord  Castlereagh  as  a  member  of 
the  government;  and  the  government 
who  sent  out  such  directions  to  him  ought 
lo  be  arraigned  before  the  tribunal  of  the 
world.  He  arraigned  them  as  sending  out 
contradictory  instructions  to  lord  Castle- 
reagh—as  benig  a  party  to  the  spoliation 
of  Saxony— as  being  a  party  to  the  dis- 
memberment of  Italy*  The  hon.  mem- 
ber was  proceeding  to  touch  upon  some 
other  topics,  when  ne  was  called  to  order ; 
•«nd  the  Speaker  reqiinded  him  that  he 
could  enter  only  into  an  explanation. 

I/>rd  Ptchf  rose  to  ask  a  question,  in 
which  he  conceived  the  country  was  much 
interested.  He  was  sure  that  the  public 
must  feel  extremely  indignant,  should 
Ihey  find  that  English  officers  and  Eng- 
lish money  were  employed  in  carrying  on 
ll^e  present  atrocious  enormities  of  the 
government  of  Spain.  But  he  had  very 
strong  reasons  to  believe  that  there  were 
msny  English  officers  in  the  Spanish  em- 
ployment, and  that  thev  were  paid  by 
English  money.  He,  howevef,  wished 
not  to  give  entire  credit  to  what  he  had 
beard  on  this  subject  till  he  should  have 
Ihe  answer  of  the  right  hon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  who,  he  hoped, 
would  not  observe  his  usual  taciturnity  on 
Ibis  occasion.    His  question  wai«  whether 
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there  were  any,  and  how  many  British 
officers  in  Spain,  and  if  there  were,  whe- 
ther they  were  paid  any  British  moneys 
and  how  much  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  noble  lord's 
moving  for  an  account  of  any  English 
officers  serving  in  Spain,  and  any  English 
money  paid  to  them,  when  of  course  hq 
would  obtain  the  object  of  his  question. 
There  might  be  a  few  British  general 
officers  in  Spain,  who,  of  course  were  in 
the  British  pay ;  b^t  he  was  not  prepared 
to  giv^  any  further  answer. 

Lord  Ptoty  shortly  after  moved  for  a 
return  of  the  names  of  any  British  officer^ 
now  serving  in  the  Spanish  army,  toge- 
ther with  an  account  of  the  pay  and  ap« 
pointment  received  by  them  from  this 
country,  so  far  as  the  same  could  be  made 
out, 

Mr.  TfCTUcy  wished  to  know  whether  i| 
was  the  intention  of  ministers  to  lay  tho 
treaty  of  Chaomont  upon  the  table  ?  The 
substance  of  that  treaty  had  already  been 
communicated  to  the  House ;  but  it  was 
of  so  much  importance  to  know  the  pre- 
cise wording  of  the  articles,  that  he  hoped 
they  would  not  be  withheld.  On  a  former 
occasion,  an  objection  to  producing  tho 
treaty  was  stated  to  exist,  in  its  ratifi- 
cation not  having  been  exchanged. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
there  was  not  the  slightest  wish  on  the 
part  of  the  government  to  withhold  tho 
treaty  in  question ;  but  that  he  b«^lieved 
all  the  necessary  documents  had  not  yev 
arrived  in  this  country. 


BOUSE  OF  COMBIONa 

TVcscbgr,  Pchruaiy  14. 

Biix  roa  AaousniNo  Gaol  Fees.} 
Mr.  Bcnnei  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  the  abolition  of  gaol  and  other 
fees  connected  with  the  gaols  in  Great 
Britain.  The  hon.  gentleman  observed, 
that  in  the  Bill  he  should  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  he  had  omitted, 
or  modified  those  clauses,  which  formed 
the  principal  ground  of  objection  to  the 
measure  he  had  introduced  last  session* 
That  a  measure  of  this  nature  was  neces- 
sary, he  was  more  and  more  convinced 
from  all  that  he  had  been  able  to  collect 
upon  the  subject.  Indeed,  from  his  o%vn 
personal  observation  in  the  course  of  a 
pretty  extensive  tour  which  he  had  lately 
taken,  he  coold  entertain  no  doubt  that 
the  fees  and  other  exactions  complained 
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of  in  our  prisons,  was  on«  of  the  greatest 
practictil  evils  which  justice  and  humanity 
hatJ  to  deplore  in  this  country. 

Sir 'James  S&aiv  wished  to  know,  whether 
the  hon 'gentleman  meant  to  include  all 
the  giois  of  Great  Britain,  within  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill.  And,  if  be  meant 
to  m  ike  no  exceptions,  whether  it  was  in* 
tended  to  indemnify  the  city  of  London  to 
the  amount  of  the  fees  at  present  received 
by  its  officers,  which  must  necessarily  be 
made  up  to  them  ? 

Mr.  Bennet  replied,  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  comprehend  all  the  gaols,  ex- 
cepting only  those  of  the  King's- bench, 
the  Fleet,  and  the  Marshalsea,  which 
^ere  under  the  directioti  of  the  superior 
courts  of  law ;  but  even  with  respect  to 
these  prisons,  he  had  it  in  contemplation 
to  propose  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee, to  inquire  into  their  state  and  con- 
duct, especially  upon  the  subject  of  fees. 

Sir  Jam&i  Shaw  thought  it  would  be 
more  expedient  to  postpone  the  introduc* 
iion  of  any  bill  on  this  subject,  until  the 
committee,  the  hon*  gentleman  had  in 
contemplation,  should  have  made  its  re- 
port, because  *on  such  report  the  measure 
might  be  rendered  more  comprehensive. 
Should  the  Bill  pass  in  the  shape  now 
proposed,  the  hon.  member  must  be 
aware,  that  any  prisoner  in  the  gaols 
meant  to  be  excepted,  might  by  Habeas 
Corpus  have  himself  removed  to  the  city 
prison,  and  so  contrive  to  escape  the  pay- 
ment of  fees,  while  he  would  also  become 
tntitled  to  certain  allowances.  Thus  the 
city  of  London  might  become  liable  to 
an  additional  incumbrance. 

Mr^  hennet  i^id,  he  bad  irery. maturely 
considered  the  subject,  aod  felt  it  his  doty 
|o  persist  in  his  Bill. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the 
Bill. 

^  Corn  Laws.]  Mr.  Robinson  gave  no- 
tice that  he  shoCild  on  Friday  next  bring 
forward  certain  propositions  with  respect 
to  the  Corn  Laws;  and  the  hon.  member 
aubsequently  moved.  That  the  House  should 
on  Priday  resolve  into  a  committee  to 
consider  of  the  state  of  the  Corn  Laws. 

Lord  A,  Hamikon  asked,  whether  the 
hon.  member  meant  to  propose  a  bill  up6n 
this  subject,  or  to  move  certain  resolutions? 

Mr.  kobinion  apprehended  that  it  would 
be  contrary  to  the  regular  course  of  pro- 
ceeding to  move  for  a  bill  at  once;  there- 
fore his  intention  was,  iit  the  first  instance 
to  propose  certain  reaololtoiu.    He  then 


moved.  That  ^ere  be  laid   before    lb« 
House  accounts  of  the  quantity  of  grain^ 
meal,   and    flour,   imported    into   Great 
Britain  from   foreign  countries,  and  also 
from  Ireland,  distinguishing  the  qnaniity 
from  each  coantry ;  and  also  of  the  qiian* 
tity  exported,  stating  to  what  country^ 
from  the  5th  of  January,  1814,  to  the  5th 
of    January,  l815.-^The  said  accounts 
were  ordered. 

Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Homer  it  waa 
ordered,  afker  a  short  conaartation  with 
that  gentleman  and  Messrs.  Rose,  Robin- 
son,  and  Lockhart,  that  ac^onu  should 
be  presented  of  the  grain,  neal,  and  flotnv 
exported  and  imported  from  the  last  date 
in  Mr.  Robinson's  motion,  op  to  the  latest 
period  at  which  the  tame  could  be  made 
oat,  and  also  of  the  quantity  of  foreign 
corn  warehoused  in'tbe  portsof  London^ 
Liverpool,  Hull,  Bristol,  Newcastle,  Glas-  ' 
gow,  «nd  Leith,  op  to  the  latest  period  at 
which  the  tame  coald  be  made  oat. 

FiTRTRBB  PaFBHS   RBLATING  TO  SPANUn 

Subjects  sent  raoM  Gibbaltab  to 
Cadiz.*]  Mr.  Frederick  Robinson  pre* 
sented  to  the  House,  pursuant  to  their 
Address  to  the  Prince  Regent^  the  follow* 
ing  Papers: 

Fcjrtheb  Papers  relating,  to  Pbrso!^ 
sent  from  Gibraltar  to  Cadiz. 

No.  1.— Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  earl 
Bathorat  to  air  James  DoiT;  dated 
Foreign  Office*  Nov.  29th,  1814. 

"Sir;  It  having  been  represented  lo 
his  Majeaty's  government,  that  yon  have 
directed  the  nAaatera  of  all  British  ner» 
chant  veuels  toochiog  at  Cadia,  not  to  de» 
part  from  that  port  with  any  Spanisb 
subjects  on  board,  unleu  aach  Spanish 
subjects  ahoold  be  provided  with  your 
passport,  or  with  one  from  the  govern* 
ment  of  Spain ;  I  am  to  request  that  yoa 
will  acquaint  me  how  far  this  is  ibooded 
on  fisct ;  and  by  the  aame  opportooity  1 
desire  that  yoa  will  report  to  me,  for  the 
information  of  his  Majesty's  government^ 
the  steps  that  you  were  induced  to  tik^ 
daring  laat  summer,  respecting  the  Spaoisb 
aubjecu  who  had  taken  refuge  in  Gibraltar^ 
and  whom  you  desired  the  lieutenaougo* 
vernor  not  to  suffer  to  remam  in  that  garr 


risen. 


Batuurst. 


No.  2«— *Copy  of  a  Dispatch  from  sir 
James  Duff  to  earl  Bathurst ;  dated 
Cadiz,  Dec.  23d,  1814. 


•  For  the 


Pipersi  see  p.  £97. 
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.  ''  My  lordj  I  bare  this  po«t  receirodj 
wiii  Madrid,  your  lordship's  dispatch  of 
the  29th  Nofember.  Io  compliance  with 
the  commands  your  lordship  is  therein 
pleased  to  signify  to  me,  from  bis  Ma* 
jetty's  government*  1  beg  lea?e  to  repre- 
aCDt  to  yoor  lordship ; 

**  That,  in  virtue  of  the  orders  of  his 
M^iesty's  government,  [Vide  Appendix 
belowyj  it  has  been  the  practice  at  this 
port»  since  June  I8l3f  to  allow  do  aliens 
to  go  passengers  in  British  merchant 
vessels  or  packets,  to  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's dominions,  unless  provided  with 
proper  passports,  sanctioned  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's ambs«sador  whilst  he  resided  there, 
and  since  then  by  me ;  and  that,  to  pre- 
▼ent  the  possibility  of  any  evasion,  British 
•objects.were  reooesied  to  conform  to  that 
regulation,  which  is  stiil  continued ;  and 
I  nioold  add*  that,  fot  a  long  time  past,  in 
virtue,  no  doobtt  of  orders  to  that  eflfect, 
no  bills  of  health  are  issued  at  this  port 
to  any  persona  going  passengers  in  British 
vessels,  to  wh^itevcr  destination  it  may 
be,  without  psoducing  a  certificate  from 
this  office  of  their  having  exhibited  their 
respective  passports;  and  which  is  the 
case  with  all  the  other  foreign  consuls. 
Under  such  circumstances,  and  at  the  re* 
quest  of  the  governor  of  this  city,  I  re- 
newed that  order;  which  always  com- 
prehended Spanish  subjects,  as  well  as 
every  other  foreigner ;  and  I  did  so  in  the 
persuasion  it  would  not  be  disapproved. 

'*  And  in  further  obedience  t6  said  com- 
mands, I  have  the  honour  to  state  to  your 
lordship,  that  in  May  last,  I  acquainted 
the  commander  of  his  Majesty's  troops 
at  Gibraltar,  that  certain  persons,  whose 
names  and  public  characters  I  indicated. 
wer^  about  to  pass  to  that  garrison ;  and 
that  I  was  induced  to  do  so,  from  seal  for 
bis  Majesty's  service,  those  persons  having" 
generally  shown  themselves  the  dedared 
enemies  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the 
British  namot  I  trost  this  exposition  may 
be  sattsbciory  to  his  Majesty's  govern* 
ment;  and  that  your  lordship  will  be  con*, 
vioteed  that  I  bava  in  that,  as  in  every 
other  case,  acted  for  the  best.  I  have 
the'  honour  to  be,  &Cb     Jambs  Durr." 

(Appendix :  Enclosure  No.  2.)  Copy  of  a 
letter  from  J.  H.  Addington,  esq.  to 
Edward  Cooke»  esq.  dated  Whitehall, 
4th  May  1813. 

•^  Sir ;  In  oider  to  prevjsnt»  as  far  as 
ntty  be  practicable,  the  introdnction  from 
the  conuncnii  of  ali«iia  of  suspicions  cha- 


racter ioto  this  country  and  its  depen* 
dencies,  it  appears  to  lord  Sid  mouth  de- 
sirable, that  instructions  should  be  given 
to  his  Msjesty's  ministers  at  foreign  courts^ 
and  to  the  British  consols  and  agents  on 
the  continent,  to  require,  that  such  per* 
sons  as  may  propose  to  embark  for  any 
part  of  the  British  dominions,  should,  in 
the  first  instance,  apply  to  them  to  be 
furnished  with  passports  for  that  purpose ; 
and  his  lordship  is  also  of  opinion  that,  in 
all  cases,  when  either  the  character  of 
the  person  applying  for  such  passport,  or 
the  object  which  he  has  in  view,  may  bo 
objectionable,  it  would  be  expedient  to 
refuse  iL  As  such  a  measure  might  be 
attended  with  advantage  to  the  poblto 
service,  it  appears  to  his  lordship,  thai 
steps  should  without  delay  be  taken  by 
his  Majesty's  ministers  and  consols  abroad 
to  make  this  regulation  known  in  thn, 
Ikiost  public  manner ;  in  order  that  it  may 
be  observed,  and  executed  with  the  least 
inconvenience  to  the.parties  to  whom  it  i# 
to  be  applied. 

K  Lord  Sid  month  has  further  directed 
me  to  request,  that  you  will  submit  these 
suggestions  to  lord  CJastlereagh,  and  move 
his  lordship,  if  they  should  meet  with  his 
concurrence,  to  give  the  necessary  in^ 
structions  accordingly.    I  am,  ice, 

««  J.  H.  AODIHGTOM." 

[N.  B.—^A>  printed  copy  of  this  Letter 
was  forwarded  on  the  6th  of  May  1813, , 
from  the  Foreign  Office,  to  all  his  Ma- 
jesty's consult  in  {"oreign  countries,  for 
their  guidance.] 

No.  5.— >Copy  of  a  DisrATCB  from  sir 
James  IXiff  to  earl  Bathorst;  dated 
Cadix,  December  27  th,  1814:  With 
set  en  Enclosures. 

'*  My  lord ;  I  had  the  honour  to  ad- 
dress your  lordship  last  post,  the  25d  in* 
stent,  in  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  29th 
November ;  and  in  support  of  what,  in 
obedience  to  your  commands,  I  had  then* 
the  honour  to  state,  1  wait  on  your  lord- 
ship now  with  copies  of  the  correspon- 
dence between  the  civil  secretary  at 
Gitiraltar  atid  me,  in  May  lut,  for  the 
further  information  of  his  Majesty's  go- 
vernment ;  and  1  shall  be  happy  to  know, 
that  my  conduct  in  that  instance  may 
meet  its  sanction.  I  have  the  honour  to 
he,  &c.  Jamrs  Durf." 

(Enclosure  No.  L)^Copy  of  a  Dispatcb 
from  sir  James  Duff  to  Mr.  Stedman  ; 
dated  Cadis,  May  1 6th,  I  tt  1  i. 
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T  "  Sir ;  I  beg  to  aeqaaiot  his  excellency 
the  commanding  officer,  under  due  re- 
kerve,  that  the  following  persons  have 
either  left,  or  are  about  to  leave  this,  for 
Gibraltar,  in  consequence  of  the  late 
change  of  politics ;  that  his  excellency, 
informed  of  their  principles,  may  decide 
what  he  may  judge  best*,  with  respect  to 
their  residence  in  the  garrison : 

'^  Don  Miguel  Cabrera,  the  author  of  se- 
veral publications,  inserted  in  the  'Duende/ 
against  the  king  of  Spain,  and  of  a  very 
late  one,  exciting  the  inhabitants  of  this 
city  to  revolt  against  the  governor  and 
civ4l  authorities,  &c. 

"  Don  Antonio  Puigblanc,  the  author 
of  the  '  Inquisicion  sin  Mascara,'  and  of 
various  other  papers,  and'  a  friend  and 
companion  of  the  former  ;  these  two  per- 
ftons  are  provided  with  a  passport  from 
general  Valdes  endorsed  by  me. 

'<  Lopez,  the  author  of  the  *  Duende/ 
the  paper  in  which  the  repeated  ca- 
lamnies  against  the  British  troops  on  their 
entrance  into  St.  Sebastian,  and  of  many 
other  scurrilous  productions,  appeared. 

"  Correa,  formerly  an  officer  in  the 
Spanish  service,  the  author  of  similar  pub- 
lications, and  supporter  of  the  «  Duende,' 
&c. — And  it  is  probaible  they  may  be 
followed  by  other  persons  of  the  same 
description.   I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

<*  Jambs  Dvrr/' 

(Enclosure  No.  2)    Copy.^^n&cret. 

Qibr altar,  19th  M^y,  1814. 
"  Sir  ;  I  had  the  honour  to  raceive  your 
letter  of  the  l6ih  last  nighty  and  imme- 
diately laid  it  before  the  commander  of 
the  forces,  who  promptly  issued  orders 
for  the  apprehension  of  the  persons  named ; 
and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  in  less 
than  two  hours  Don  Antonio  Puigblanc 
aujd  Diego  Correa  were  made  prisoners. 
I  request  tjxerefore  that  yon  will  have  the 
goodness  to  communicate  tha  same  to  the 
governor  at  Cadiz,  and  to  beg  that  persons 
duly  authorized  may  be  sent  to  receive 
them  into  their  custody ;  or  if  it  should 
not  be  the  wi^h  of  the  Spanish  government 
to  detain  them,  the  commander  of  the 
forces  will  forthwith  exclude  them  from 
the  garrison*  The  commander  of  the 
forces  IS  anxious  however  for  a  speedy 
decision.  I  have  received  some  informa- 
tion relativj^  to  Lopez  and  Don  Miguel 
Cabrera ;  and  if  they  are  here,  I  trust  they 
will  soon  be  discovered.  I  am  to  inform 
ypu^at  measures  are  taken  to  discover 
9nd  apprehend  any  pther  persons  of  % 


similar  description.    I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  &c.  J.  Stedmak,  Secretary* 

''  Sir  James  Duff,  &c.  kc.    Cadiz.^' 

(Copy  Enclosure    No.    3.)     Secretary's 
Office,  Gibraltar,  May  10th,  ISli. 

*'  Sir ;  I  am  directed  by  the  commanders 
of  the  forces  to  inform  you,  that  in  com- 
pliance with  your  request,  he  has  given 
directions  that  the  two  Spanish  subjects, 
Puigblanc  and  Correa,  shall  be  delivered 
op  to  you.  They  were  arrested  last  nigbt^ 
having  entered  this  garrison  under  fiotitioos 
names;  and  not  having  given  a  satiafac- 
tory  account  of  themselves  this  momiDg, 
the  commander  of  the  forces  has  nol 
thought  it  proper  to  release  till  now,  when 
he  considers  you  responsible  for  their 
future  conduct  in  the  garrison.  The  ge* 
neral  thinks  it  right  to  inform  you,  that 
he  dispatched  a  letter  this  morning,  in* 
forming  the  government  of  your  country 
that  Puigblanc  and  Correa  are  in  custody 
here.  Puigblanc  is  the  author  .of  the 
'  Inquisicion  sin  Mascara/  and  of  many 
other  papers.  Correa  waa  formerly  an 
officer  in  the  Spanish  army,  and  is  the 
author  of  many  scurrilous  publications, 
and  also  the  supporter  of  the  '  Doende/ 
I  have,  &c.         J.  Stzdman,  Civil  Sec. 

*'  Don  A.  F.  de  Uh-utia,  Spanish 
Consul,  &c.  &c.  &c." 

(Enclosure  No.  4.)  Translation  of  a 
LETTER  frorp  Senor  A.  F.  de  Urrutia, 
Spanish  Consul  at  Gibraltar,  to  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  that  Fortiess  ^ 
dated  Gibraltar,  May  ptb,  1914. 

*'  Most  Excellent  Sir ;  Having  learnt 
that  two  Spaniards,  of  the  names  of  Puig- 
blanc and  Correa,  are  in  custody  at  tho 
main  guard,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  doty,  to  en- 
treat your  excellency  to  acquaint  me  if 
they  hare  committed  any  fault ;  in  which 
case  I  request  you  will  have  the  goodness 
to  deliver  them  op  to  me,  that  they  may 
be.eent  to  Spain,  in  order  to  receive  the 

Cunishment  which  they  may  deserve.    I 
ave,  &c.         P.  A.  F.  de  UaauriA, 

"  Sf^anish  Consul." 

(Enclosure  No.  5.)    Copy. — Secret. 

Cadis,' 24th  May,  1814* 

"  Sir ;  I  have  received  the  honour  of 

your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  and  have 

communicated  the  same  ^»  the  capM^ia 

Seneral,  who  expresses  himself  much  in- 
ebted  for  the  <precaiitions  taken,  and  re* 
quesu  me  to  inform  hit  exeoUeocy  tha 
I  coaimaiider  in  chiaf,  that  be  will*  hav» 
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the  honour  to  commttoicate  to  hit  excel- 
hency  on  that  subject^  and  that  he  will 
commission  an  officer  to  that  effects  I 
ha?e,  &c.  Jambs  Duff. 

**  J.  Stedman,  ^q.  Secretary, 
&c.  ice." 

(Enclosure  No.  6.)    Gibraltar^  23rd  May* 

1814. 

*'  Sir ;  I  hare  the  honour  to  enclose 
yoa  a  copy  of  the  letters  received  by  the 
commander  of  the  ibrcea,  from  the  Spaniah 
Consul  here,  and  to  inform  you,  that 
Bon  Antonio  Puigblanc  and  Diego  Correa, 
were  delivered  over  to  the  Spanish  oonsal 
•n  the  20th  instant.     I  have,  &c. 

"  J.  Stbdman,  Civil  Secretary. 

«'  Sir  James  Dutt;  kc.  &c.  Cadiz." 

(Enclosure  No.  7.)     British  Consular  Of- 
fice,  Cadiz,  27tb  May,  1814. 

'*  Sir ;  I  have  the  honour  to  acknow* 
ledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
23d  instant,  with  an  enclosure ;  which  I 
have  made  known  to  the  captatn  general, 
by  whom  I  am  requested  to  ezpreaa  to  hia 
#xcellency  the  commander  of  the  forces, 
his  thanks  for  his  exceliency'a  alleiition. 
I  have,  &c.    (Signed)  for 

«'  Sir  jAMBft  Duff,  H.  M.  ConaoL 
"  ANoasw  AacHDBUN. 
<*  J.  Stedman,  Esq.  Secretary,  Gibraltar/' 

Conduct  of  Sib  Jambs  Duff.]  On  the 
motion  that  the  above  Papers  be  printed, 

Mr.  WkUbread  said,  that  he  thought  it 
necessary  on  this  occasion  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  certain  circum- 
atancea  connected  with  the  subject  re* 
Icrred  to  in  these  papers.  It  happened 
that  one  of  the  Spanish  gentlemen  so  nn* 
justly  surrendered  at  Gibraltar,  bad  ar- 
rived in  England,  and  thought  proper  to 
state  hia  own  case  with  respect  to  that  sur- 
render, in  which  statement  he  had  given 
a  direct  contradiction  to  the  grounds  upon' 
which  general  Smith  professed  to  justify 
the  arrest  of  that  gentleman.  The  general 
atated  that  Mr.  Foigblanc  and  his  com- 
panion had  entered  Gibraltar  without  per- 
miaston,  under  feigned  names,  and  that  by 
thus  violating  the  standing  orders  of  the 
garrison,  they  became  liable  to  arrest; 
but  these  two  points  were  distinctly  de- 
nied by  Mr.  Puigblanc,  who  had,  after 
his  surrender,  been  pronounced  innocent 
by  the  tribunal  to  which  his  case  waa  re- 
ferred, even  at  Cadiz,  aiace  which  acquittal 
be  had  found  his  way  to  England.  This 
fcnileaaan  allegodi  that  ao  far  fiEon  hnving 


entered  Gibraltar  without  permission,  and 
under  a  feigned  name,  he  entered  that 
garriaon  in  his  proper  name,  with  a  pass- 
port signed  in  the  usual  form,  adding  thai 
he  had  also  letters  of  recommendation  to 
some  resident  merchants  at  Gibraltar, 
which  letters  were  presented  to  the  adju- 
tant by  whom  he  was  arrested  at  a  public 
inn,  where  he  had  resided  for  the  three 
days  that  he  had  been  in  the  fortress. 
With  such  a  direct  contradiction  of  ge- 
neral Smith,  he  would  ask,  whether  it  was 
not  intended  to  inquire  into  the  subject  ? 
And  be  hoped  that  the  niinor  officers  of 
administration  would  not  imitate  the  ex< 
ample  of  those  great  leaders  who  had  an- 
nounced their  resolution  to  answer  no 
questions— >to  attend  to  no  inquiries  made 
in  that  House.  He  trtisted  that  this  ques- 
tion would  bfs  fully  inveatigated,  and  if  it 
turned  out  that  this  much-injured  Spaniard 
should  falsify  the  statement  of  general 
Smith,  proper  measurea  would  be  taken 
accordingly  with  respect  co  that  officer. 
But  even  were  general  Smith'a  statement 
correct,  as  to  Mr.  Puigblanc's  mode  of 
entering  Gibraltar,  that  would  not  justify 
the  surrender  of  this  gentleman- and  hia 
companion  to  the  Spaniah  governinent* 
For  that  surrender, 'however,  he  under* 
stood  that  a  precedent  waa  quoted  in  the 
case  of  general  Campbell,  who  delivered 
up  to  the  governor  of  Ceuta  four  persona 
who  had  escaped  from  the  dungeons  of 
that  governor.  But  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  ob- 
tained such  information  with  respect  to 
the  treatment  of  these  four  persona,  aa 
must,  he  waa  sure,  excite  the  horror  of 
every  man  in  England,  and  in  Europe, 
who  did  not,  like  air  Jamea  Dufi^  devote 
himself  to  the  deteatable  government  of 
Spain.  These  perms,  who  were  highly 
respectable  in  acqinrementa  and  condi- 
tion, and  one  of  whom  had  rendered  great 
services  to  lord  Camelford  when  he  ac- 
companied Vancouver,  aa  lord  Camelford's 
family  acknowledged,  had  surrendered  by 
capitulation  to  general  Monteverde,  in 
$outb  America,  and  one  of  the  articles  of 
that  capitulation  waa  the  immunity  of 
their  persons ;  yet,  by  a  moat  scandaloua 
breach  of  faith  they  were  arreated,  and 
sent  in  irona  to  the  dungeons  of  Ceuta, 
from  .which  they  contrived  to  escape  to 
Gibraltar,  encouraged  to  hope,  as  they 
had  been  told,  that  when  they  reached 
any  place  bleased  with  the  name  of  Eogn 
lisb,  they  should  be  secure  from  tyranny 
and  peraecotion.  But,  vain  the  delusion* 
they  were  basely  surrendered  to  the  go* 
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vernor  of  Ceota,  in  wbose  dangeoai  they 
still  langQishedf  unless  relieved  from  their 
•uffi^rings  by  death.  Such»  then,  was  the 
precedent  pleaded  to  justify  general  Smith. 
General  Campbell  was  now  no  more ;  but 
after  describing  the  transaction,  he  could 
not  think  it  necessary  to  make  any  mo- 
tion upon  the  subject;  for  he  could  not 
allow  himself  to  doubt  that  measures 
would  be  taken  to  preyent  the  repetition 
of  such  a  proceeding  by  any  British  of* 
fleer.  Resorting  to  the  statement  of  ge« 
neral  Smith,  contrasted  with  that  of  Mr. 
Puigblanc,  he  again  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  case  would  be  duly  examined, 
and  as  to  the  papers  just  presented,  he 
could  form  no  opinion  of  them  until  they 
were  printed. 

Mr.  GwUmm  did  not  conceive  it  neces- 
fary  for  him  to  go  into  any  discussion  at 

E resent  upon  tMe  subject.  He  thought, 
owever,  that  he  might  answer  for  it,  that 
if  the  noble  earl  (Bathorst)  was  put  in 
possession  of  that  statement;  every  pains 
would  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  facts.  As 
to  general  Smith,  however,  he  should 
only  observe,  that  if  there  had  been  al* 
ways  a  custom  of  giving  up  Spanish  sub- 
jects claimed  by  Spain  from  the  garrison 
of  Gibraltar,  and  reciprocally  of  Spain 
giving  up  those  desertem  or  others  who 
were  claimed  by  the  governor  of  Gibraltar, 
it  would  be,  in  a  considerable  degree,  an 
excuse  for  his  conduct. 

Mr.  Whubrtad  observed,  that  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Poigblane,  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  had  appeared  in  a  morning  news- 
paper. He  had  never  himself  seen  that 
gentleman.  On  a  former  occasion,  the 
aame  observiition  was  made,  as  that  which 
had  just  fallen  from  the  hon.  gentleman, 
with  respect  to  the  mutual  agreement  be- 
CWeen  the  Spanish  constituted  authorities, 
and  the  governor  9f  Gibraltar;  and  it  was 
then  proved;  that  directly  the  contrary 
Was  the  fact :  for  persons  charged  with 
murder,  the  highest  possible  crime,  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  fortress  of  Gibraltar, 
and  though  demanded,  were  refused.  There 
was,  he  knew,  an  agreement  as  to  deserters; 
but  with  a  regulation  that  when  given  up, 
they  were  not  to  be  punished  for  their 
desertion. 
»  The  papers  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Motion  rbspectino  CouaTs  or  Jus* 
ticB.]  Sir  John  Newport  in  rising  to  move 
fbr  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  "  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gifing  lo'commissioners,  appointed 
or  to  be  appointed,  under  a  ^ommisaion 

If 


to  inquire  into  the  state  of  Courts  of  Justi 
in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  certain  powet  m 
and   authorities/'    expressed  his  regret^ 
that  he  differed  in  his  view  of  the  subject^ 
from  many  gentlemen  of  great  legal  know- 
ledge.    Aware  of  their  ability,  he  should 
be  exceedingly  presumptuous  in  obtrud- 
ing himself  on  the  attention  of  the  Houav 
if  he  did  not  feel  himself  fortified  in   bis 
opinion^'  by  some  of  the  highest  law  autbo- 
.rities  this   country  ever  produced.     U» 
supposed,  when  the  House  of  Commons 
petitioned  the  Prince  Regent  to  form  a 
commission^    to    inquiire    into  the    fees 
demanded  in  courts  o^  justice,  they  ia* 
tended    to    arm    that    commission    with, 
powers,  which   might  be  useful  to   tba 
public;  and  if  through  any  misconception, 
it  appeared  when, the  commissioners  came 
to  act,  that  the  powers  given  to  them  were 
not  adequate  to  the  full  discharge  of  the 
duty  they  were  called  upon  to  perform—^ 
it  was  most  evident  in  such  a  case,  that 
great  public  inconvenience  jnust  be  the 
result.    Nothing  could  be  more  mantfeal^- 
than  that  (even  if  the  view  he  took  of  the 
subject  were  erroneous),  no  mischief  could 
arise  from  the  adoption  of  the  measure  he 
should  propose.    If  by  law  the  commis- 
sioners were  ^  at'  present  empowered    to 
tender*  oaths,  the  provisions  of  the  Bill 
which  ha  now  sought  to  introdac^,  would 
only  give  them  superfluous  powers,  not  ak 
all  calculated  to  do  injury.  But,  if  what  he 
maintained  was  the    fact,  the  witnesses 
summoned  by  those  commissioners  might 
refuse  their  attendance ;    or  if  they  did 
attend,  they  might  give  false  evidence, 
without  fearing  a  firusecution  for  perjury* 
In  this  view  of  the  suigect,  the  commission 
would  work  great.poblic  injury,  instead  of 
great  public  good.    In  another  poinf  of 
view,  it  would  be  well  if  the  House  seri« 
ously  considered  this  business.    The  ope* 
ration  of  the  commisaion  had  already  been 
much  defayed  ^  and  therefore  it  was  the 
more  necessary,  when  it  did  proceed  te 
act,  that  it  should  act  with  effect.     Now,* 
altbough  he  had  great  U? ing.  law  antho* 
rities  opposed  to  bim  on  this  aobject,  yet 
he  had  very  eminent  written  autboritiei 
in  his  favour.     In  addition  to  these,  he  bad 
also  on  his  side,  the  opinions  of  prraona 
who,  forgetting  the  nseaaurea  they   had 
formerly  sanctioned,  now  sdpported  a  doc* 
A^ne  ivhich  they  had-  in  practice  con« 
demned.     Orftbia  last  score,  he  thought 
he  had  some  claim  to  the  assistance  of  twoi 
or  three  of  his  Majeaty^s  present  cabinet. 
The  right  hon#  baronet  ibvn  proceeded  x^ 
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qoote  the  opinion  of  lord  Coke,  who  in  hit 
ed  Institate  says,  that "  Every  admtniatra* 
tion  of  an  oath  must  be  warranted  by  act 
of  parliament,  or  by  the  common  law  of 
the  land,  time  oat  of  mind/'  In  Another 
place,  that  great  lawyer  says,  "  No  roan 
can  administer  an  oath,  in  a  new  case, 
without  an  act  of  parliament."  And  in 
the  3d  Institute,  he  says,  *«  An  oath  is  so 
■acred  an  obligation,  and  touches  the  con- 
science  of  a  christian  nran  so  nearly,  that 
the  same  cannot  be  administered  to  any, 
unless  authorized  by  the  common  law,  or 
by  act  of  parliament/'  In  the  margin, 
bis  lordship  recited  12  or  13  stati^tes,  be- 
ginning with  Magna  Charta,  from  which 
it  clearly  appeared,  that  no  new  oath 
could  legally  be  administered,  unless  re- 
cognised by  act  of  parliament,  ^e  same 
doctrine,  the  right  hon.  baronet  obserred, 
was  held  by  lord  chief  justice  Holt ;  and 
he  contended,  that  his  position  was  fully 
proved  by  the  high  authorities  he  had 
cited.  If,  however,  any  doubt  arose  as  to 
the  sense  of  the  legislature  on  this  subject, 
be  bad  only  to  refer  to  the  Act  of  1807, 
.t\'hich  would  at  once  dispel  it,  and  clearly 
ahew  that  parliament  recognized  the  prin- 
ciple he  was  advocating;  and  to  the  act 
of  parliament  which  he  had  just  mentioned, 
three,  at  least,  of  the  present  members  of 
the  cabinet  were  parties.  It  was  an  Act 
for  investing  certain  commissioners,  ap- 
pointed to  inspect  accounts  relating  to 
the  barrack*m aster  general's  department, 
^ith  particular  powers.  A  commission 
had  been  appointed  under  hir  Majesty's 
aigtl  manoal,  for  the  investigation  of  those 
accoonta ;  but  so  convinced  were  hit  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  that  they  could  not  pro* 
reed,  in  consequence  of  their  not  being 
aothorized  to  tender  an  oath,  that  a  BUl 
was  brought  in  to  enable  them  to  assume 
that  power.  In  proof  of  this  assertion,  sir 
John  Newport  read  a  short  extract  &om 
the  Act  of  the  47th  of  his  Majesty,  s.  I, 
ch.  13,  which  empowered  the  commis* 
aioners  to  send  for  papers  and  records,  and 
to  examine  individuals  on  oath.  This, 
he  observed,  was  clearly-  a  case  in  point. 
The  commissioners  had  been  appointed  by 
the  crown  in  autumn ;  but  in  cooseauence 
of  the  defect  in  their  powers,  they  aid  not 
proceed,  till  after  the  March  following, 
when  the  Act  to  which  he  had  referred, 
was  passed.  The  right  hon.  baronet  con- 
cluded by  moving,  •«  That  leave  be  given 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  certain  commissioners 
appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  by  the 
crown,  for  the  examination  of  the  state  of 


the  courts  of  justice  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  with  certain  powers  and  autho- 
rities necessary  for  such  examination. 

TheSo/ictror  GoierA/ said,  that  the  right 
hon.  baronet  was,  by  his  motion,  throwing 
a  doubt  on  the  power  and  prerogativ«H  of 
the  crown,  as  connected  with  cases  similar 
to  that  which  had  given  rise  to  his  propo- 
sition ;  namely,  the  rieht  to  appoint  cer- 
tain commissioners  under  the  great  seal, 
with    authority   to  administer    an  oath. 
With  respect  to  the  case  last  put  by  the 
right  hon.  baronet,  he  certainly  was  of 
opinion,  that  there  it  was  necessary  to 
apply  to  parliament,  to  get  for  the  com- 
missioners a  legislative    sanction  which 
would  enable  them  to  swear  witnesses, 
because  they  were  appointed  under' the 
sign  manual ;  which,  in  his  mind,  did  not 
impart  power  to  the  individual  to  admi- 
nister an  oath.    If  commissioners  were 
appointed  under  the  sign  manual,  or  if, 
being  nominated  under  the  great  seal, 
they  were  not  specially  empowered  to 
tender    an    oath,  in    neither   case    did 
he  think  they  would  have  any  right  to 
do  it ;   and  it  would  then   be  necessary 
for  them  to  come  to  parliament.    If  the 
fact  were  difierent^  then  the  legal  advisera 
of  the  crown,  for  a  long  period,  were  act- 
ing nnder'a  great  mistake.    The  law  offi- 
cers of  1732,  would  not  have  directed 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  under  the 
great  seal,  with  power  to  adn^inister  aa 
oath,  if  they  thought  such  power  was  im- 
proper.   This  commission  was  approved  of 
by  lord  chancellor  King ;  air  Philip  Yorke, 
and  Mr.  Talbot,  being  at  the  time  attorney 
and  solicitor-general.    A  subsequent  c^m* 
mission  was  considered  equally  correct  by 
lord  chancellor  Talbot.    Sir  Dudley  Ryder 
sanctioned  a  third ;  and  a  fourth  was  ap« 
proved  of  by  sir  John  Strange  and  lord 
Hardwicke.     Seven   different  times  the 
same  power  had  been  exercised,  and  its 
legality  never  had  been  questioned*.    It 
was  most  evident  too,  that  these  great 
lawyers  had  sanctioned  this  proceeding 
advisedly ;  it  was  not  an  error  arising  from 
want  of  consideration.    It  appeared,  that, 
in  the  first  commission,  the  power  of  ad- 
ministering an  oath  was  given  to   five 
commissioners ;  but,  as  this  was  found  in- 
convenient, in  the  subsequent  commissiona 
it  was  confined  to  two  only.    This  ho 
stated  to  shew  that  the  question  had  been 
well   investigated,  that  it  was  no  hasty 
proceeding,    but    that    all    these    great 
lawyers  considered  the  crown  as  possess- 
ing the  power  which  the  right  hon,  ba« 
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ronet  now  denied.  Notwithstanding  the 
authority  of  those  great  names,  the  right 
hon.  baronet  wished  the  House  to  pass 
a  Bill  to  enable  commissioners,  tinder  the 
great  seal,  to  administer  an  oath;  al- 
though in  1732,  and  in  seven  other  in- 
stances, commissioners  so  appointed  had, 
without  the  intervention  of  parliament, 
exercised  that  power.  As  to  the  case 
tnentioaed  by  lord  Coke,  and  cited  by  the 
right  hon.  baronet,  of  the  necessity  of 
passing  the  Act  of  43  £liz.  it  differed 
materially  from  that  which  was  at  present 
before  the  House.  There  the  commis- 
sioners were  appointed  by  an  iict  of  the 
legislature,  and  it  was  necessary  that  their 
powers  should  be  derived  from  Che  same 
authority.  No  doubt  could  therefore  pos- 
sibly exist  of  the  propriety  of  lord  Coke's 
assertion ;  that  Act  went  likewise  to  erect 
a  new  court  of  judicature,  empowering  it 
to  try  cases  of  policy  of  insurance*  and 
other  matters  between  subject  and  sub- 
ject, and  where  the  decision  was  to  be 
final.  Then,  how  did  that  apply  to  the 
present  case  ?  At  some  period  of  the  last 
session  the  House  prayed  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent  to  isjsde  a  commis- 
sion under  the  great  seal  for  certain  pur- 
poses therein  specified,  and  similar  to  that 
of  1732.  The  wishes  of  the  House  were 
in  consequence  complied  with,  and  this 
was  issued ;  which,  although  differing 
slightly  in  the  machinery,  is  essentially 
similar  to  that,  and  founded  on  like  prin- 
ciples. If  the  right  hon.  baronet  desired 
merelv  an  authority  to  examine  on  oath, 
how  did  the  commission  of  1732  differ 
from  the  present  ?  Indeed,  if  any  diffe- 
rence existed  it  was  that  the  present  did 
not  possess  an  operation  so  extensive  as 
the  former.  The  correction  of  abuses 
was  the  object  of' that;  but  no  such  au- 
thority appeared  in  the  present ;  it  merely 
required  an  examination  into  the  state  of 
the  courts  of  law,  and  of  the  offices  con- 
.  nected  with  them ;  and  all  information  on 
tliose  subjects  could  be  obtained  only  from 
the  persons  engaged  in  them.  Should 
they  refuse  to  attend  to  account  for  the 
nature  and  extent  of  their  fees,  salaries, 
&c.  if  they  should  not  be  indictable  for  a 
high  misdemeanour,  they  would  at  least  be 
aubject  to  the  control  of  the  superior  au- 
thorities in  their  several  courts,  who  would 
.undoubtedly  compel  their  attendance. 
With  respect  to  the  apprehensions  enter- 
tained by  the  right  hon.  baronet  of  an 
insufficiency  of  punishment  awaiting  false 
testimony,  the  Solicitor  General  acknow- 


ledged   it  could  not  be  construed   into 
perjury  under  the  Act  of  Elizabeth,  as 
that  described  the  cases  particularly  con- 
stituting that  offence.    But  would  it  be 
perjury  at  common  law  ?  liord  Coke  drevr 
a  distinction  l>etween  oaths  of  assert  ion* 
relating  to  past  circumstances,  and  oaths 
of  promise,   which    regard    the    future. 
Oaths  of  office  came  under  the  latter  de« 
nomination,  and  were  not  esteemed  liablo 
to  indictment  for  perjury;  but  persons 
were  liable  on  promissory  oaths  to  prose- 
cution for  a  high  misdemeanour ;  and  fine* 
imprisonment,  and  pillory,  might  satisfy 
the  right  hon.  baronet  of  the  sufficiency 
of  punishment.     As  a    confirmation  of 
what  was  now  advanced,  the  Solicitor 
General  stated,  that  several  prosecutiona 
had  at  various  times  taken  place  for  such 
'offences  under  commissions  issoed  by  the 
crown ;  he  therefore  could  not  discern  the 
least  necessity  of  passing  the  Act  required 
by  the  right  hon.  baronei,  and  concluded 
by  moving  the  previous  qaestton. 

Sir  John  Neujport  begged  leave  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  not 
merely  to  empower  commissioners  to  ofier 
an  oath,  but  likewise  to  compel  the  at<* 
tendance  of  witnesses.  He  had«been  par* 
ticularly  careful  to  form  this  Act  on  the 
model  of  that  one  to  which  he  had  for« 
merly  alluded,  and  therefore  hoped  be 
had  silenced  objection  as  to  its  general 
principle.  So  far  was  he  now  from  being 
diverted  from  his  original  opinion  of  iw 
expediency,  by  what  fell  from  the  learned 
gentleman  who  opposed  it,  that  he  felt  it 
on  the  contrary  much  fortified*  The 
learned  Solicitor  General  acknowledged, 
that  no  power  existed  at  present  in  the 
commission  of  compelling  the  attendance 
of  witnesses,  and  they  were  in  conse« 
quence  to  rely  on  the  voluntary  testimony 
of  clerks  and  others,  the  very  persona 
whfse  conduct  was  to  be  scrotiniaedt 
He  remarked  that  in  a  former  discusaioQ 
of  this  question,  be  had  stated  to  the  House 
the  various  abuses  that  had  come  to  hi« 
knowledge;  and, was  the  House  now  to 
sanction  a  mockery  of  investigation,  oil 
the  evidence  of  those  men  among  whom 
the  abuses  existed  ?  He  would  ask,  wbal 
would  be  the  character  which  this  com* 
mission  would  receive  from  the  country, 
when  the  names  of  masters  in  chancery 
would  appear  as  being  appointed  to  exa* 
mine  the  abuses  of  their  own  offices} 
What  would  the  world  think  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  an  inquiry  into  the  courts  of 
the  commissiDuers  of  bankruptcies^  wbsii 
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ibey  would  fiod  those  very  persons  nomi- 
nated fur  the  investigation?  Soch  pro- 
ceedings would  reduce  the  commission 
to  a  nullity,  or  worse  than  a  nullity  ;  it 
would  be  an  attempt  at  public  imposition* 
bearing  the  name,  without  possessing  the 
reality  of  what  it  professed •  Much  of  the 
testimony!  continued  the  right  hon.  ba- 
ronet, on  which  this  inquiry  should  pro- 
ceed, would  not  come  from  the  courts  or 
their  ■  officers.  I^any  persons  not  con- 
nected with  them«  but  who  had  dearly 
experienced  the  consequences  of  their 
abusei»  would  come  forward,  if  such  a 
power  were  given  to  the  commissioners, 
and  give  public  evidence  of  their  exist- 
ence«  but  who,  from  terror  and  appre- 
liension  of  the  d {pleasure  of  those  in 
power,  dare  not  volunteer  their  services. 
Many  likewise  connected  with  the  courts, 
were  deterred  by  similar  feelings;  and 
one  in  particular,  whose  name  could  not 
with  propriety  be  mentioned,  assured  him, 
that  such  a  disclosure  as  he  had  the  power 
to  make,  would,  if  voluntary,  be  attended 
with  his  total  ruin.  Would  the  House 
permit  a  commission  to  go  forth  accom- 
panied by  such  circumstances?  It  was 
rather  unfortunate  that  the  judgment  for 
misdemeanours,  mentioned  by  the  Solicitor 
General,  had  taken  place  in  the  court  of 
Star-chamber — no  very  sufficient  prece- 
dent for  modern  proceedings!  The  right 
hon.  baronet  remarked,  that  one  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  this  inquiry 
was  likewise  a  commissioner  of  bankrupt- 
cies, and  a  police  officer  of  Dublin  ;  of- 
fices, he  conceived,  sufficient  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  any  individual.  Could 
such  means  procuri  redress  for  the  griev- 
ances so  loudly  ai^d  generally  com- 
plained of? 

The  previous  question  was  then  carried 
without  a  division.  Sir  John  Newport 
then  gave  notice,  that  he  would,  on  Tues- 
day next,  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  compel  witnesses  to  attend  the 
commissioners. 

r         

FaBSHOLD  Estates  Bill.]  Sir  Samuel 
HomUly,  in  rising  to  n^ove  for  leave  to 
bring  m  a  bill  similar  to  thai  which  he 
had  brought  in  last  year,  thought  it  un- 
necessary to  say  much,  in  explanation  of 
a  measure  which  had  already  met  with 
the  approbation  of  that  House,  though  it 
bad  been  lost  in  the  Lords;  but  since, 
notwithstanding  the  efforts  he  had  made 
to  explain  himself,  it  had  been  much  q^is- 
anderstood,    he  felt  bimaelf  obliged  to 
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trespass  for  a  short  time  on.  the  attention 
of  the  House.  The  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  make  the  freehold  estates  of  persons 
dying  in  debt  liable  for  their  debts:  it 
was  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  that  pro- 
perty to  others,  which  ought  to  be  dis- 
posed of  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors* 
A  law  like  that  now  in  force  in  England, 
was  not  to  be  found  in  any  other  country. 
That*  law  was  not  in  fact  extended  to  the 
whole  of  his  Majesty's  dominions.  It 
was  not  acted  upon  in  our.  West  Indian 
colonies  and  other  of  our  foreign  domi** 
nions.^  Some  of  the  objections  which  had 
been  urged  to  his  Bill,  he  was  certain 
were  quite  unfounded,  and  had  been  ad-» 
vaiicea  by  persons  who  had  not  taken 
the  trouble  to  give  the  subject  that  consi- 
deration which  it  deserved.  After  answer- 
ing some  of  the  arguments  of  those  who 
had  opposed  the  former  Bill,  he  described 
that  which  he  wished  to  efiisct  to  be  this  ; 
to  give  simple  contract  creditors  the  same 
remedy  which  is  open  to  specialty  cre- 
ditors. He  did  not  mean  to  place  them 
on  the  same  footing,  but  merely  to  allow 
th^  simple  contract  j:reditors  to  come  in, 
after  the  specialty  creditors  had  been 
paid.  This,  he  contended,  would  throvi^ 
no  obatacie  in  the  way  of  selling  estates; 
and  the  objections  that  this  measure  would 
eive  greater  facilities  for  young  men  of 
fortune  to  obtain  credit,  he  answered  by 
shewing  that  it  was  not  probable  a  young 
man  of  fortune  would  be  more  readily 
trusted  by  an  older  man,  because  he  might 
recover  trom  his  estate  on  his  death ;  and 
by  asserting  that  the  evil  to  which  he 
wished  to  direct  the  attention  of  parlia- 
ment, could  never  be  efiectually  remedied 
but  iu  a  court  of  equity.  He  thought  i( 
right  to  state  on  this  occasion,  that  it  was 
his  opinion  that  much  more  than  would 
be  done  by  this  measure  ought  to  be  dune, 
to  give  the  crcJitor  the  benefit  of  the 
debtor's  property.  It  was  not  probabla 
that  he  should  pursue  the  subject  further; 
but  he  hoped  it  would  be  taken  up  by 
others  more  fortunately  circumstanced 
than  he  had  been,  and  with  better  succesv 
Much  alteration  in  the  law  appeared  to 
him  to  be  wanting.  He  did  no*  hesitate 
to  say,  that  the  law  of  England,  on  the 
sobjcct  in  question,  bad  gone  on  an  erro- 
neous principle.  It  had  been  distinguished 
by  extraordinary  rigour  agninst  the  per- 
son, and  by  great  relaxation  with  respect 
to  bis  property.  It  punished  inability  to 
pay  a  debt  as  a  crime,  but  did  not  take 
those  meuurea  which  might  be  taken  te 
(8C) 
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prevent  the  ofience.  It  imprisoned  the 
debtor  for  not  applying  his  property  to 
meet  the  demands  of  his  creditors,  bat  did 
not  apply  that  property  for  him,  to  the 
payment  of  his  debts  in  cases  where  this 
could  be  done.  .  In  opposition  to  the  pro- 
pulsions of  the  bill  of  rights,  a  partial  and 
angry  creditor  might,  tnl  lately,  doom  a 
debtor  to  perpetual  imprisonment  for  his 
misfortunes,  which  he  might  regard  as  an 
offence.  Latterly  a  great,  and  he  thought, 
a  salutary  change  had  been  made  in  the 
law.  He  was  of  opinion,  however,  that 
the  present  law,  if  continued  in  force« 
ought  to  be  supported  by  further  mea- 
sures. Nothing  could  be  more  disgrace- 
ful to  any  government  than  that  the  same 
prison  should  contain  a  half-famished 
creature^  who  must  perish  from  hunger 
but  'for  the  gaol  allowance,  and  persons 
IiTing  in  opulence  who  preferred  residing 
there  to  paying  their  just  debts.  He 
thought  the  law  ought  to  make  its  agents 
take  the  property  belonging  to  such  per- 
sons to  satisfy  their  creditors,  as  was  done 
by  the  sheriff  in  other  cases,  where  the 
debt  contracted  was  of  smaller  amount. 
He  was  also  of  opinion,  that  the  debtor 
shoold  not  have  the  power  of  protracting 
the  proceeding,  to  run  the  creditor  to  a 
great  expense,  by  sham  pleas  and  other 
artifices  now  resorted  to,  against  which 
the  creditor  might  be  ver^  easily  pro- 
tected. He  hoped  the  motion,  of  which 
an  hon.  and  learned  friend  of  his  had 
giren  notice,  for  the  repeal  of  the  late  Act 
was  not  intended  to  operate  a  return  to 
the  ancient  law.  The  evils  attending  the 
Act  referred  to  had  been  greatly  exagge- 
rated, and  the  good  which  it  eiifected  was 
not  sufficiently  known«  It  had  the  effect 
of  prerenting^,  in  some  instances,  commis- 
sions of  bankruptcy  from  being  taken  ont 
against  persons  whose  property  was  not 
sufficient  to  cover  the  expense;  and, 
though  it  might  seem  a  paradox,  be  ap- 
proved of  it  because  it  went  to  diminish 
credit*  It  did  not  go  to  lessen  that  credit 
to  which  the  commercial  prosperity  of 
this  country  was  to  be  ascribed,  but  that 
nIsehieToas  credit  which  tradesmen  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  giving  to  persons  in 
low  sitoattons,  which  had  frequently  led 
them  to  live  for  a  time  abore  their  cir- 
cnmstances,  and  which  in  the  end  com- 
monly proved  injurious  to  both  parties. 
He  moved,  "  That  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  subject  the  freehold 
estates  of  persons  who  die  indebted  to  the 
payment  of  their  liaple  contract  debts,'' 
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Mr.  Serjeant  Beti  said,  it  was  not  his  iti- 
tention*  to  oppose  the  Bill  in  its  present 
stage ;,  but  as  he  believed  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  was  not  in  the  House  when 
he  gave  his  notice  respecting  the  repeal 
of  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Act,  he  wished  Co 
state  that  it  was  not  his  intention  by  each 
repeal  to  bring  back  the  law  to  the  bar- 
barous state  in  which  it  was  before.  No 
person  was  more  an  enemy  to  perpetual 
imprisonment  for  debt  than  he  was ;  and 
indeed,  such  rigour  never  could  be  exer- 
cised, for  temporary  Insolvent  Acts  were 
frequently  passed,  and'  liberated  those  In- 
dividuals who  were  so  circumstanced* 
While,  however,  he  deprecated  severe 
imprisonment  for  debt,  he  did  not  think  it 
right  they  shoold  be  discharged  with  so 
trifling  a  punishment  as  was  now  sobsti* 
tttted.  His  object,  therefore,  was  to  en- 
large the  .  proportion  of  imprisonment. 
He  differed  entirely  from  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  in  his  view  of  the  effects  of 
such  bills ;  and  he  confessed  he  did  not 
wish  to  see  that  species  of  credit  broken 
in  upon,  which  was  so  necessary  in  the 
present  state' of  society. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  he  had  imagined,  that 
when  the  present  Act  was  under  discussion 
in  that  House,  the  merits  of  the  principle 
on  which  it  was  framed  had  been  admitted 
by  the  hon,  and  learned  gentleman. 
Whatever  defects  of  a  subordinate  nature 
might  require  a  remedy,  he  was  satisfied 
that  no  arguments  could  be  addaced  to 
disprove  to  him  the  utility  of  that  impor- 
tant innovation  in  the  municipal  laws  of 
England.  Far  from  agreeing  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  that  the  pre- 
sent term  of  confinement  was  too  short,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  person  of  the 
debtor  ought  not  to  be  detained  a  single 
week  after  the  full  disclosure  of  his  pro- 
perty had  been  made.  With  respect  to 
credit,  given  by  shopkeepers,  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend  did  not  mean  to  destroy  all 
credit  between  such  persons  and  the  lower 
orders  of  the  community,  but  to  pot  an  end 
to  the  indefinite  credit  which  shopkeepers 
were  in  the  habit  of  giving  to  persons  who 
ought  not  to  have  a  longer  credit  than  their 
situation  might  require.  As  to  whatthe  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  bad  said  in  regard  to 
the  ancient  state  of  the  law,  that  it  was 
ameliorated  by  occasional  bills  for  relief 
of  insolvent  debtors,  he  (Mr.  Homer)  had 
agreed  to  the  passing  of  such  bills,  merely^ 
upon  the  principle  that  th«  law  was  wrongs 
and  that  he  despaired  of  any  better  mea* 
tores  being  adopted  by  the  legislatore; 


757]      Copy  qf  the  FruioU  EUaUi  BM,  Oi  broughi  m«      Fsb«  14«  181 5. 


[758 


He  W9M  peranaded"  that  imprisonmenl  for 
debt  was  extremely  iiijarious  beth  to 
debtor  and  creditor,  and  that  the  Bill 
w^ich  had  been  passed  for  the  relief  of 
iosoWent  debtors  was  a  most  salutary  and 
useful  law. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beu  in  explanation  said, 
that  be  did  not  find  fault  with  occasional 
bills  for  the  relief  of  persons  who  were 
embarrassed  in  their  circumstances.  He 
had  stated,  and  he  would  repeat  it,  that 
he  detesled  perpetual  imprisonment.  He 
conceived,  however,  that  he  had  been 
misunderstood,  as  he  bad  never  said  a  word 
either  against  or  in  favour  of  such  bills. 
He  had  merely  said,  that  he  intended  to 
move  for  the  repeal  of  the  existing  Act ; 
and  had  reserved  bis  arguments  against 
that  Act  till  his  motion  should  com6  before 
the  House.  What  he  stated  on  a  former 
occasion  was,  that  he  approved  of  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  act,  but  he  could  not  approve 
or  the  manner  in  which  it  had 'been  car- 
ried into  effect. 

Mr.  Lockhari  agreed  with  the  bon.  and 
learned  gentleman  (sir  S.  Romilly)  that  it 
was  proper  to  bring  in  the  Bill  which  he 
had  moved  for.  Funded  property,  and 
every  other  species  of  property,  ought  to 
be  subject  to  the  payment  of  debts  :  but 
with  respect  to  the  late  Insolvent  Act,  he 
was  convinced  that  it  had  done  consider* 
ble  mischief  to  the  morals  of  the  country, 
and  every  man  in  business  was  averse  to 
it*  Many  persons  had  contracted  debts 
merely  for  the  sake  of  taking  the  benefit 
of  that  Act ;  and  at  to  the  period  of  im» 
prisonmeni  it  was  good  only  for  mis« 
chievous  purposes.  He  was  persuaded; 
that  as  long  as  that  law  existed,  people 
would  not  hesitate  to  run  into  debt,  to  give 
undue  preferences  to  their  creditors,  and 
to  create  fictitious  debts.  He  hoped,  how- 
ever, that  the  bon.  and  learned  gentleman 
would  take  a  more  extensive  view  of  the 
subject*  The  old  law,  which  allowed  a 
creditor  to  imprison  his  debtor,  was  in- 
tended to  deter  people  from  contracting 
debts  who  had  no  property  :  it  operated 
d  prion  on  such  persons*  It  was  not 
against  men  who  had  property  that  the 
law  should  be  turned,  but  against  those 
who  had  had  property  and  had  expended 
it,  or  such  as  never  had  any  property,  and 
yet  ventured  to  contract  debt.  But  this 
Bill  treated  all  persons  alike ;  it  gave  only 
three  months  imprisonment  to  a  rogue, 
and  the  same  period  to  a  person  whose 
niafertnnts  had  made  him  embarrassed, 
whereas   different  periods  ought  to   be 


limited  to  different  creditors.  He  con- 
tended, therefore,  that  this  Bill  liberated 
every  person  who  had  violated  the  general 
rights  of  property.  There  was  no  safety 
for  property  under  it,  and  though  gen« 
tlemen  seemed  to  conceive,  that  its  prin- 
cipal benefit  was  to  prevent  shopkeepers 
from  giving  improper  credit,  yet  its  ope- 
ration was  to  aOect  all  credit;  for  no 
person  in  his  senses  would  at  present  give 
credit;  on  the  contrary,'  he  would  cir- 
cumscribe it,  and  wiibhold  it,  where  it 
was  really  advantageous  and  useful  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  country. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the. 
Bill,  which  was  presented  and  roM  a  first 
time* 

Copy  op  the  FaEBROLD  Estates  Bill, 
AS  BaouGHT  IN.]  The  following  IS  aCopy 
of  the  Bill,  as  presented  by  sir  Samuel 
Romilly : 

A  Bill  to  subject  the  Freehold  Estates  of 
persons,  who  dre  indebted,  tp  the 
rayment  of  their  Simple  Contract 
Bebu. 

*'  Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  real 
estates  of  persons  who  die  indebted,  should 
be  made  subject  to  the  payment  of  theif 
simple  contract  debts ; 

<'  Beit  therefore  enacted  by  the  King's 
most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  spiritual 
and  temporal,  and  Commons,  m  this 
present  parliament  asse/nbled,  and  by  tho 
authority  of  the  same,  that  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act,  when  any  person 
shall  die,  seized  of  or  entitled  to  any  estate 
or  interest,  in  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
menu,  or  other  real  esute,  which  be  shall 
not  by  his  last  will  have  charged  with  or 
devised  subject  to  or  for  the  payment  of 
his  debts,  and  which,  before  the  passing 
of  this  Act,  would  have  been  asseu  fur  tbu 
payment  of  his  debu  due  on  any  specialty 
in  which  the  heirs  were  bound,  the  same 
shall  be  asseU,  to  be  administered  ia 
courts  of  equity,  for  the  payment  of  all 
the  just  debts  of  such  person,  as  well 
debts  due  on  simple  contract  as  on  spe- 
cialty ;  and  that  the  heir  or  heirs  at  law* 
devisee  or  devisees  of  such  debtor,  shall 
be  liable  to  all  the  same  suiu  in  equity,  at 
the  suit  of  any  of  the  creditors  of  such 
debtor,  whether  creditors  by  simple  con« 
tract  or  by  specialty,  as  they  were  before 
the  passing  of  this  Act  liable  to,  at  the 
suit  of  creditors  by  specialty,  in  which 
the  heirs  were  bound :  Provided  always* 
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That  in  the  adminifllration  of  assets  by 
courts  of  equity,  under  and  by  virtue  uf 
this  Act,  all  creditors  by  specialty,  in 
which  the  heirs  are  bound,  shall  be  paid 
the  full  amount  of  the  debts  due  to  iheorii 
before  any  of  the  creditors  by  simple  con- 
tract or  by  specialty,  in  which  the  heirs 
are  not  bound,  shall  be  paid  any  part  of 
their  demands/' 
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Wednesday,  felnttary  15. 

Corn  Laws.]  The  Duke  of  Norfolk 
said,  that  as  there  had  been  presented 
petitions  on  the  subject  of.  the  Corn  Laws, 
aiid  as  there  were  more  to  be  presented  on 
the  same  subject,  he  should  move  for  some 
information  which  would  be  necessary 
before  the  House  proceeded  to  legislate. 
Jih  grace  then  moved  for  the  returns  of 
the  average  price  of  grain  in  the  maritime 
districu,  from  the  first  return  in  the  month 
of  November  to  the  last  in  the  present 
month,  both  inclusive. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  8S^id|  he  could 
not  object  to  the  motion,  but  he  wished  to 
have  it  understood  that  the  returns  could 
not  give  a  fair  idea  of  the  actual  average. 
In  the  first  place,  these  returns  were  made 
out  from  the  returns  of  prices  from  J  39 
dififerent  towns  in  the  maritime  districts. 
From  some  of  these  towns  the  returns  of 
prices.excluded  the  price  of  grain  imported 
from  France,  from  Ireland,  and  Scotland. 
In  some  instances,  grain  imported  from 
France  only  was  excluded  ;  in  others,  that 
from  Ireland  was  excluded,  whilst  that 
from  Scotland  was  admitted.  The  inspec- 
tor-general also  proceeded  in  an  unusual 
manner  in  making  up  the  average :  sup- 
pose a  hundred  quarters  had  been  sold  at 
80s.,  two  hundred  at  70i.,'  three  hundred 
mt  60$,,  and  four  hundred  at  dOf.,  the  usual 
method  to  make  up  an  average  would  be 
to  divide  the  sum  for  which  the  whole  had 
been  sold  by  the  number  of  quarters,  and 
take  the  product.  But  the  inspector- 
general's^  method  would  be  to  divide  the 
aum  of  the  four  difierent  prices  by  four, 
and  take  the  product  at  the  average  price. 
But  as  it  most  frequently  happened  that 
the  greatest  quantity  was  sold  at  the  lowest 
price,  the  method  pursued  by  the  inspec- 
tor-general gave  a  hish  average.  He 
faoped,  therefore,  that  in  any  legislative 
meaaore  that  might  be  adopted,  the  method 
of  making  up  the  returns,  and  the  towns 
from  which  they  were  made,  should  be 
regulated.    The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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Propbrtv  Tax.]  The  Duke  of  Noffolk 
presented  a  Petition  from  the  ward  of  Bil<- 
lingsgate  against  the  renewal  of  the  Pro- 
perty-tax. The  Petition  was  read.  Jn 
moving  that  it  do  lie  on  the  table,  the 
noble  duke  observed,  that  though  he  hoped 
the  tax  would  expire  at  the  time  fixed  by- 
law, there  were  some  things  in  the  peti- 
tion with  which  he  could  not  concur.  It 
was  there  stated  that  the  tax  had  been 
oppressively  carried  into  execution.  Wbftt- 
ever  might  haVe  been  the  case  in  some  in- 
stances, in  all  those  which  he  had  witnessed 
the  conduct  of  the  commissioners  had  been 
lenient  in  the  extreme.  As  to  the  merits 
of  the  tax,  he  thought  that  if  any  addi- 
tional taxes  were  necessary,  a  tax  on  the 
income  of  property,  judiciously  modified, 
would  be  the  best  tax  thateould  be  adopted, 
and  would  be  much  preferable  to  an  m- 
crease  of  the  assessed  taxes,  or  any  other. 
Even  the  continuance  of  the  present  in- 
come tax,  loaded  as  it  was  with  the  oppro** 
brium  which  had  been  cast  on  it,  would 
be  in  his  opinion  a  much  better  measure 
than  to  strike  at  the  root  of  that  great 
security  of  public  credit  and  firmest  pillar 
of  public  prosperity,  the  sinking  fund,  ae 
established  in  i784.  The  Petition  waa 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Transfer  or  Genoa.]  TheMarqubof 
Buckingham  said,  that  before  the  order  for 
summoning  their  lordships  was  read,  be 
wished  to  put  a  question  to  the  noble  earl 
opposite,  as  to  a  transaction  vitally  afieci- 
ing  the  credit  and  character  of  the  country. 
It  regarded  no  negociation^^it  bore  re* 
ference  to  no  negociation  then  pending, 
nor  to  any  thing  the  disclosure  of  wbicb 
might  be  detrimental.  It  referred  ttf  an 
act  done,  an  affair  terminated :  and  he 
wished  to  know  whether  the  measure  ao 
taken  had  been  with  the  knowledge  and 
by  the  authority  of  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment ?  The  question  was  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  his  Majesty's  government  bad 
conducted  itself  with  respect  to  Genoau 
In  April,  1814,  lord  William  Bentinck 
entered  Genoa  at  the  head  of  a  British 
army,  on  the  banners  of  which  waa  in* 
scribed  "  lulian  independence."  On  tb» 
14th  of  Marchr  lord  William  bad  issued  a 
proclamation,  exhorting  the  Italians  to 
arm  in  that  contest  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged, and  assuring  them  that  the  inde- 
l>endence  of  Italy,  and  the  ancient  con- 
stitution, should  be  respected.  In  the 
proclamation  iisoed  in  April,  he  insured 
to  the  GcnoDoie  their  anciem  conalitiitioia 
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ind  imiependence.  This  proclnmation 
was  issued  by  the  comaiandtrr  inrhicf  of 
the  British  forces-^by  a  person  bearing 
also  a  diplomatic  commission  from  his 
Majesty.  What  was  the  event?  The 
Genoese  trusted  to  British  faith,  pledged 
by  bur  commander  in  chief,  and  quietly 
submitted  to  the  temporary  occupation  of 
their  territory.  1»  the '  treaty  of  Paris  it 
was  stipulated  that  the  Austrian  territories 
in  Italy  should  be  restored  to  Austria,  but 
that  the  other  states  should  be  restored  to 
their  independence.  The  5ih  of  January 
was  the  day  when  the  ancient  constitutions 
were  to  be  restored,  and  it  was  not  till  the 
S6th  of  December  preceding  that  another 
proclamation  was  issued  by  the  British 
officer  commanding  in  Genoa,  by  which 
the  territory  and  government  of  Genoa*— 
the  lives  and  property  of  the  Genoese  were 
delivered  over— -not  to  the  domination  of 
their  ancient  constitution,  but  to  subjection 
to  a  sovereign  to  whom  they  had  never 
before  submitted— to  the  king  of  Sardinia, 
a  power  to  whom  they  had  never  owed 
allegiance.  Such  was  the  fulfilment  of 
Jord' William  Bentinck's  promise  1  Thus 
was  British  faith  maintained  !  The  ques* 
tion  which  he  wished  to  put  was,  whether 
the  proclamationof  lord  William  Bentinck 
had  been  antboriased  by  his  Majesty's 
ministers  ?  And  if  not,  whether  it  had 
been  disavowed  ?  Also,  whether  the  pro- 
clamation by  which  the  Genoese  had  been 
turned  over  to  the  king  of  Sardinia,  had 
been  authorized  by  his  Majesty's  mi- 
nisters ?  If  the  noble  earl  in  the  blue  rib- 
bon, the  prime  minister  of  the  country, 
could  disavow  these  proclamations,  the 
disgrace  would  be  taken  away ;  but  if  not, 
a  more  disgraceful  and  flagitious  act  of 
injustice  was  never  committed  in  the  worst 
periods  of  the  French  revolution.  We 
had  all  Europe  with  us  in  our  attempt  to 
overthrow  the  acts  by  which  the  French 
had  unjustly  appropriated  or  transferred 
independent  states ;  but  if  these  procia* 
mations  were  not  disavowed,  we  had  closed 
the  war  by  an  act  as  detestable  as  any  of 
those  which  had  armed  the  civilized  world 
against  the  French.  The  voice  of  the 
British  parliament,  and  the  British  nation, 
should  bo  heard.  They  should  withhold 
their  support  from  the  injustice  of  minis- 
ters; and  ho^oped  the  lulian  people,  in 
the  discreet  use  of  their  own  power^  would 
recover  that  independence  of  which  we 
had  <«  held  the  word  of  promise  to  their 
ear/'  bat  which  we  hacT  bartered  to  des- 
•potk  aovere^ns.    If  the  qoesUons  which 


he  had  asked  could  not  be  satisfactorily 
answered,  it  would  be  manifest  that  the 
system  pursued  by  ministers  was  hostile  to 
true  policy  and  common  honesty,  and  that 
lin^  of  conduct  which  had  been  pursued 
by  the  greatest  statesmen  in  the  mostbriN 
liant  eras  of  our  history. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  hm 
should  not  then  enter  into  an  explanation 
of  the  transactions  alluded  to  by  the  noble 
marquis;  but  he  hoped  that  the  House 
and  the  country  would  do  him  the  justice 
to  believe,  thai  both  as  to  Genoa  and 
other  transactions  which  had  lately  taken 
place,  he  should  be  prepared,  at  the  proper 
time,  to  give  lis  full  an  explanation  as  the 
noble  marquis,  the  House,  or  the  country, 
could  demand.  But  he  should  not  act 
consistently  with  his  duty  if  he  suffered 
himself  to  be  led  into  an  explanation  on  a 
transaction  branching  out  so  widely  as 
that  which  had  been  alluded  to,  before  all 
the  circumstances  necessary  to  enable 
their  lordships  to  form  a  torrect  judgment 
could  be  laid  before  them.  But  on  that 
point  he  should  pledge  himself  to  «prove, 
that  the  British  government  had  committed 
no  breach  of  faith,  that  no  expeetatione 
which  the  Genoese  were  warranted  in  en- 
tertaining had  been  disappointed,  and  that 
the  charge  brought  against  his  Majesty's 
government,  of  violated  promises,  was 
destitute  of  foundation.  His  sense  of 
doty  would  not  allow  him  to  proceed  for- 
ther  at  that  time,  but  when  the  proper 
period  arrived  he  shobid  not  withhold  the 
fullest  explanation. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  be  con« 
ceived  fbrther  explanation  was  eren  then 
necessary.  It  had  not  been  explained 
why  an  answer  to  the  questions  coold  not 
then  be  given.  If  any  pending  negocla- 
tioh  had  been  stated  on  which  a  disclosure 
might  have  a  bad  effect,  the  answer  wooM 
be  sufficient.  But  no  such  thing  had  been 
stated.  Was  any  second  transfer  of  this 
unfortunate  state  of  Genoa  agitated  ? 
Could  it  be  said  that  the  transfer  was  not 
complete?  What  was  the  period  when 
the  explanation  was  to  be  given  ?  It  had 
been  acknowledged  that  the  transfer  was 
complete.  [No  J  from  lord  Liverpool. 3 
The  noble  earl  had  not  given  the  least 
hint  that  there  was  to  be  a  farther  change. 
It  bad  not  been  stated  when  it  was  that 
explanation  might  be  reijoested  with  some 
prospect  of  success.  II  the  time  was  left 
thus  indefinite,  it  was  equivalent  to  a 
deniarof  explanation.  The  period  might 
never  cone,  oolesa   aome   ground   waa 
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stated  why  explanation  was  at  present 
withheld.  He  wished  to  be  informed 
what  was  the  time  when  explanation  was 
lo  be  gifen  ? 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  said,  that 
as  no  answer  had  been  given,  he  should 
move  for  the  production  of  the  documents 
lo  which  he  had  referred.— The  noble 
marquis  afterwards  gave  notice^  that  he 
should  on  Monday  move  for  the  procla- 
mations of  lord  William  Bentinck  and 
general  Dalrymple. 

Militia  embodied  in  time  op  Peace.] 
The  order  for  eummoning  their  lordships 
having  been  read. 

Ban  Fmwilliam  rose  to  call  the  atten* 
lion  of  the  House  to  a  subject  which  he 
had  hoped  his  Miyesty's  ministers  would 
have  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  him  to 
have  taken  up,  as  he  had  directed  their 
particular  attention  to  it  by  a  motion  at 
an  ^arly  period  of  the  present  session. 
The  subject  was  the  continuance  of  the 
militia  embodied  at  a  time  when  neither 
of  the  four  circumstances  existed  which 
justified  the  calling  out  that  force  or'the 
continuing  it  embodied.  If  any  of  the 
ministers  could  assert  that  rebellion,  or 
insurrection,  or  invasion,  or  imminent 
danger  of  invasion,  existed,  he  would  con« 
aeni  that  the  militia  might  with  propriety 
be  continued  on  foot.    But  as  neither  of 

• 

these  cases  could  be  asserted  to  exist,  he 
should  say,  that  the  keeping  the  militia 
embodied  was  pregnant  with  fatal  mis* 
chief  to  the  constitution  of  the  country. 
For  if  that  act  could  be  justified,  it  would 
be  completely  established  that  a  standing 
army  might  be  permanently  kept  up.  If 
iUch  was  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of 
persons  learned  in  the  law,  it  was  cer- 
tainly a  new  gloss  on  our  constitutional 
laws;  for  by  the  Bill  of  Rights  a  standing 
army  was  declared  .abhorrent  to  the 
freedom  of  the  country.  The  ministry 
bad  attempted  to  justify  this  most  extra- 
•rdinary  measure  by  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,*  which 
had  been  drawn  up  and  sent  in  a  circular 
from  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  to  the 
different  militia  reffimenis  which  had 
been  kept  on  foot  In  this  opinion  it  had 
been  stated,  that  it  was  the  unquestionable 
right  of  his  Majesty  to  continue  the 
militia  embodied,  notwithstanding  the 
termination  of  the  war  with  France. 
Now,  in  what  act  was  the  war  with  France 

f  See  p.  567. 


or  any  other  war  stated  as  a  ground  for 
continuing  the  militia  embodied  ?  He  re* 
membered  a  great  and  important  war  car- 
ried on  for  many  years  without  the  miliiia 
bavins  been  called  out.  In  the  American 
war,  from  1775  to  177&,  though  armies 
were  sent  out  and  great  battles  fougbt, 
not  a  regiment  was  called  out.  On  the 
breaking  out  of  the  French  war,  there 
being  a  danger  of  invasion,  the  militia  waa 
embodied*— not  on  account  of  the  war,  bal 
on  account  of  that  danger  of  invasioiu 
There  was  not  now  danger  from  any 
enemy,  within  or  without.  Even  with^ 
the  distant  nation  with  whom  we  were 
lately  at  war,  we  were  at  peace ;  at  leaaa 
the  definitive  treaty  having  been  signed^ 
there  was  not  the  slightest  probability 
that  it  would' not  be  ratified  by  thatna* 
tion.  We  should  then  be  at  peace  with 
all  the  world.  What,  then,  was  the 
ground  on  which  the  crown  lawyers  had 
justified  the  tontinoance  of  the  militia^ 
it  was  the  ground  of  expediency.  Had 
the-42d  of  the  king  any  reference  to  ex- 
pediency ?  The  expediency  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's government  might  refer  to  Bengal* 
or  the  distant  limits  of  our  North  Ameri* 
can  possessions ;  but  wOuld  a  war  in  these 
settlements  be  stated  as  a  ground  for 
calling  out  the  militia?  He  had  received 
a  paper  from  a  body  of  persons,  who  had 
suffered  severely  by  the  continuance  of 
the  militia  in  a  state  of  military  array» 
They  felt  that  they  were  under  the  iron 
rod  of  military  discipline,  and  ihoogh 
sensible  of  the  illeeahty  of  the  roeasnre* 
by  which  they  had  been  continued  em- 
bodied,  they  dared  not  complain.  Ho 
hoped  that  the  House  would  render  re« 
monstrance  on  their  part  unnecessary,  and 
would  not  suffer,  by  any  perversion  of  the 
law,  a  standing  army  to  be  established  ia 
the  country  not  under  the  control  of  par* 
liament.  It  had  been  stated  to  these  on* 
fortunate  persons,  that  they  were  bound 
10 serve  "as  long  as  his  Majesty's  govern* 
ment  should  think  necessary— his  Ma* 
jesty's  Kovemm^nt  acting  upon  the  know- 
ledge of  facts."  What,  then,  were  these 
facts?  Why  did  not  mtnitters  come  to 
parliament  to  state  them  ?  He  hoped  their 
lordships  would  never  suffer  such  conduct 
to  be  drawn  into  a  precedent,  and  he 
should  therefore  move,  "  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  to  his  Royal  High* 
ness  the  Prince  Regent,  representing  that 
the  militia  of  Great  Britain,  embodied 
under  the  Act  42  Geo.  3,  chsp.  90  and  91* 
ind  the  Irish  militia,  by  thy  Act  Geo.  S» 
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chap.  \0\,  were  directed  to  be  cilled  out  in 
tlie  event  of  invasion  or  danger  of  invasion^ 
kisurrectioQ  or  rebellion,  and  only  in  those 
cases — that  in  the  present  happy  situation 
of  affairs,  no  one  of  these  cases  existed-— 
that  they,  with  great  humility,  represented, 
that  the  keeping  the  militia  embodied  in 
these  circumstances,  was  a  direct  violation 
of  the  Militia  Acts,  and  contrary  to  law— 
that  this  grievance  called  for  immediate 
redress,  and  that  they  hoped  that  his 
Royal  Highness  woald  be  graci9usly 
pleased  to  direct  that  the  militia  be  dis«> 
embodied  without  farther  delay." 

Viscount  Sidmcnah  remarked  upon  the 
time  which  had  elapsed  since  this  subject 
was  first  mentioned  by  the  noble  earl, 
and  that  it  was  now  brought  forward  at  a 
moment  when  the  disembodying  of  the 
remaining  regiments  of  militia  was  actually 
in  progress.  He  thought  it  extraordinary 
that  the  noble  earl,  with  his  view  of  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  should  have 
thus  delayed  bringing  it  forward.  Since  the 
period  when  the  noble  earl  first  mentioned 
this  subject  the  crown  lawyers  had  deli* 
▼ered  their  opinion,  that  it  was  perfectly 
competent  to  the  crown  to  keep  the  mili- 
tia embodied,  notwithstanding  the  termi* 
nation  of  the  war,  so  long  as  circumstances 
rendered  it  necessary,  the  minis^rs  acting 
in  such  case  upon  their  responsibility. 
That  such  was  the  law  with  regard  to  the 
militia  he  had  no  doubt.  The  noble  earl 
had  shewn,  by  quoting  the  acts  of  parlia* 
Dent,  that  to  keep  the  militia,  or  any  part 
of  them,  embodied,  notwithstanding  the 
termination  of  the  war,  was  not  contrary 
to  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  he  (lord  Sid- 
mouth)  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
neither  was  such  a  measure  at  all;  at  va- 
riance with  the  spirit  of  the  law.  ^bi  all 
the  acta  regarding  the  militia,  were  to  be 
found,  consistently  with  a  due  constitu- 
tional jealousy  of  the  crown,  the  circum- 
stances strictly  deBned  under  which  alone 
the  militia  should  be  called  out ;  but,  in 
nope  of  them  was  it  stated  under  what 
ciroom stances  the  militia  should  be  disem- 
bodied. It  certainly  never  had  been  in 
the  contemplation  of  parliament,  that  the 
services  of  the  militia  should  cease  with 
the  cessation  of  those  causes,  which  had, 
under  the  authority  of  the  law,  led  to  their 
being  called  out ;  and  there  were  nume- 
rous instances  in  Which  the  militia  had 
been  kept  embodied  long  after  the  reasons 
for  calling  them  out  had  ceased  to  exisU 
His  lordship  referred  to  some  of  the  in* 
•tancea  he  bad  quoted  on  a  former  occa* 
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sion>  and  mentioned  the  case  of  the  seven 
years  war,  the  year  1759,  when  the  miU^ 
tia  were  called  out  and  kept  on  foot^in 
nOOand  1761,  notwithstanding  all  danger 
of  invasion  had  then  ceased.  In  1792; 
when  a  noble  lord  opposite  was  in  ad  mi* 
nistration,  the  militia  was  wisely  called 
out,  by  perhaps  what  might  be  deemed  n 
strained  construction  of  the  law,  but  which 
was  a  highly  judicious  measure.  In  1805 
the  militia  were  kept  embodied,  when  tb« 
situation  of  affairs  that  had  required  their 
being  called  out  no  longer  existed;  to 
come  still  nearer,  when  the  French  army 
was  totally  ruined  on  the  Beresina,  what 
danger  of  invasion  any  longer  existed? 
How,  then,  did  the  reasoning  of  the  noble 
earl  apply  ?  The  cause  for  calling  ont 
the  militia  had,  in  many  of  these  instances^ 
altogether  ceased,  but  yet  parliament  had 
by  its  votes  sanctioned  their  being  embo- 
died, thus  shewing  their  sense  of  its  neces* 
sit}',  under  the  circumstances  of  eacik 
case.  Thus  in  the  last  war,  subsequently 
to  the  peace  of  Paris,  the  House  of  Com* 
mens  had  voted  the  pay  and  clothing  of 
the  militia  till  Christmas  last,  and  the  vote 
had  been  introduced  into  the  Appropria* 
tion  Act,  thus  proving  the  construction 
which  parliament  gave  to  the  militia  laws, 
as  to  the  militia  remaining  embodied, 
when  circumstances  required  it,  althoiigli 
the  causes  ^f  their  being  originally  called 
out  had  altogether  ceased.  It  was  only« 
indeed,  in  consequence  of  the  militia  re- 
maining embodied  at  that  period,  and 
beiii^  thus  applicable  to  the  domestic 
military  service,  that  the  army  al  Bonr* 
deaux  could  be  allowed  to  embark  to  sopu 
port  the  cause  of  the  country  in  another 
hemisphere.  Against  this  measure  no 
one  had  attempted  to  raise  his  Toice^  and 
be  was  confident  that  .any  one  who  had 
done  so  would  have  been  overwhelmed 
with  public  indignation.  Thus,  therefons 
parliament  had  recognised,  in  repeated 
instances,  the  expediency  of  keeping  the 
militia  embodied,  after  all  the  causes  for 
calling  them  out  had  wholly  ceased ;  and 
it  evidently  had  never  been  the  intention 
of  the  legislature  to  prescribe  a  period 
when  the  disembodying  should  take  place* 
In  the  Local  Militia  Acts,  it  was  expressly 
stated  at  what  period  that  force,  when 
embodied,  should  be  disembodied;  but 
although  the  regular  militia  establishment 
had  been  repeatedly  before  parliament^ 
no  provision  whatever  had  been  made  as 
to  the  period  of  its  being  disembodied 
when  once  called  out.    He  was,  there* 
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fore,  jostified  in  conclading,  that  parlia- 
ment bad  not  thooght  it  fit  to  legislate 
upon  this  point,  leaving  it  to  the  discretion 
of  the  government  to  keep  the  militia  em- 
bodied 80  long  as  circamstances  rendered 
it  necessary  ;  parliament  tlself  having  the 
control  over  the  conduct  ofthe  government, 
■by  holding  the  purse  of  the  nation,  and 
by  the  annual  Mutiny  Bill.  He  admitted 
that  it  was  burthensome  to  that  part  of  ih^ 
militia  kept  embodied,  and  he  should  be 
doing  great  injustice  to  that  force  if  he 
did  not  acknowledge,  in  the  highest  teftns, 
their  zeal  and  loyalty  ;  but  it  would  have 
been  little  flattering  to  them  to  have  been 
disqoissed  when  the  country  so  essentially 
required  their  services  for  domestic  mili- 
tary purposes,  in  order  to  enable  the 
regular  troops  to  support  the  cause  ofthe 
country  against  its  enemies.  He  was, 
fjberefore,  perfectly  satisfied  as  to  the 
legality  of  keeping  the  militia  embodied, 
and  fully  convinced  of  its  expediency, 
nnderthe  circamstances  which  had  existed. 
If,  however,  the  House  thought  with  the 
noble  early  that  such  practice  was. con- 
trary to  law,  they  would,  of  coarse,  decide 
in  favour  of  the  motion,  whatever  mi^ht 
be  the  consequences.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
they  thought  ^hat  it  was  perfectly  legal, 
and  that  expediency  required,  under  the 
circumstances  stated,  its  adoption,  they 
W6uld  with  him  give  the  motion  a  decided 
negative. 

Lord  GrerwiUe  said,  he  had  no  hesitation 
to  accept  the  alternative  offered  by  the 
noble  viscount,  and  to  state  that  he  felt  it 
bis  doly  to  give  the  motion  of  his  noble 
friend  bis  decided  support,  convinced  as 
he  was  that  keeping  the  militia  embodied, 
as  stated  by  bis  noble  friend,  was  wholly 
contrary  to  law.  They  had  been  told  by 
the  noble  viscount  of  the  opinion  of  the 
crown  lawyers ;  but  was  it  to  be  endured 
that  the  law  which  was  to  bind  the  subjects 
of  the  country  was  to  be  taken  from  the 
ip9e,  dixit  of  a  crown  lawyer,  and  this  too 
upon  a  partial  statement  of  the  case  re- 
ferred to  him  ?  It  was  formerly  the  prac- 
tice of  the  crown  to  take  extra-judicial 
opinions  of  judges  as  to  what  was  to  be 
considered  as  the  construction  of  law ;  and 
thus  it  was  that  it  wa^  promulgated  to  the 
coontry  in  the  case  of  ship-money^  that 
the  crown  might  levy  money  upon  the  . 
subject  without  the  consent  of  parliaiiient. 
Now  we  were  to  be  told,  not  from  the 
extra-judicial  opinion  of  judges,  but  from 
the  extra-judicial  opinions  of  the  crown 
hmywn,  that  the  militia  might  be  kept 


embodied  in  time  of  peace,  or  so  long  tm 
the  welfare  of  the  government  and  of  bio 
Majesty's  dominionsrendered  it  necessary. 
Was  there  ever  such  a  dreadful  doctrine 
•held  out  to  the  public,  as  that  the  military, 
services  of  a  numerous  class  of  the  people 
might  be  continued  without  limit,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  crown?    But  how  was 
the  case  stated  on  which' this  opinion  was 
given  ?   The  crown  lawyers  were  asked  if 
there  was  any  provision  in  the  Acts  im- 
perative upon  the  King  to  disembody  the 
militia.     He  had  never  heard  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  parliamentary  life  of  any  act 
of  parliament  being  imperative  upon  the 
King.  The  constitution  required  that  they 
should  be  imperative  upon  the  King's  offi- 
cers, and   with   them   the    responsibility 
rested.     The  way  of  putting  the  questioo 
ooght  to  have  been,  what  was  the  power 
vested  in  the  crown  ?  and  this,  he  con- 
tended, was  limited  by  the  preambles  to 
the  Militia  Acts,  which  defined  the  circam- 
stances under  which  the  militia  should  be 
called  out.     Beyond  that  it  could  not  be 
extended  by  any  construction  of  law,  nor 
could  the  opinions  of  the  crown  lawyera 
render  that  law  which  was  not  sq.    He 
decidedly  reprobated  the  practice  of  re- 
ferring to  the  crown  lawyers  as  to  what 
was  to  be  cotisidered  law,  which  could 
alone  be  decided  upon  in  the  courts  after 
argument,  and  upon  solemn  adjudication. 
They  all  remembered  (and  her^  he  did  not 
mean  to  cast  the  slightest  jetlection  opoa 
an  individual  now  no  more),  that  the  noble 
viscount,  when  formerly  in  administration, 
held  an  opinion,  that  those  who  had  volan« 
teered  their  services  for  the  defence  of  the 
coantry  could  not  withdraw  themselves 
from  that  service  during  the  war,  and  thia 
was  supported  by  the  opinion  of  the  crown 
lawyers,  and  yet  when  that  opinion  came 
to  be  decided  upon  in  a  court  of  law»  it 
would  not  bear  a  moment's  argument,  and 
was  immediately ,  overturned.    Such,  be 
had  no  doubt,  would  be  the  fate  of  the 
opinion  now  given  by  the  crown  lawyera 
on  the  militia  laws,  if  it  were  to  come  for 
adjudication  in  a  court  of  justice.    It  waa 
true  that  the  practice  regarding  the  militia 
extended  their  services  during  a  war,  and 
no  one  who  had  at  all  observe;d  the  un- 
certainty of  military  events-~no  oo^  who 
had  witneued,  in  the  course  of  a  rery 
short  time,  invasion  removed  from  the 
gates  of  Moscow  to  the  gates  of  Paris« 
could  attempt   for  a  moment  to  decide 
when,  during  war,  the  danger  of  invasioa 
had  ceased.    But  when  all  danger  of  iava<* 
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•ioii»actoal  and  prospeoliTe,  had  decidedly 
ceased  by  the  conclasion  of  peace,  was  it 
to  be  endored  that  tbey  shoald  be  told  that 
the  militia  ou|[ht  to  be  kept  embodied  for 
domeatic  military  service?  The  argu- 
ment of  the  noble  viscount  had  no  limit. 
According  to  that  the  militia  might  be 
kept  embodied  indefinitely  during  peace, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  crown.  What, 
then,  were  they  called  upon  to  do  ?  to 
decide  between  a  government  according 
to  law,  and  a  government  according  to  the 
discretion  of  the  crown.  The  cases  cited 
by  the  noble  viscount  did  not  apply,  (in 
that  of  1792  the  militia  were  called  out  in 
consequence  of  the  actual  danger  of  in- 
aurrection),  because  they  referred  all  of 
them  to  a  state  of  war ;  but  here  it  was 
deliberately  contended,  that  the  militia 
might  be  kept  embodied  during  peace  at 
the  discretion  of  the  crown:  Against  this 
monstrous  doctrine  he  most  solemnly  pro- 
tested, convinced  as  he  was  that  no  such 
intention  was  ever  in  the  contemplation 
of  parliament.  He  did  not  mean  to  doubt 
that  ministers  would  use  the  power  they 
bad  thus  assumed  with  moderation,  and 
he  trusted  they  would  do  so;  but  he  must 
nevertheless  call  in  question  the  exercise 
of  such  a  power,  the  existence  of  which 
he  altogether  denied,  and  must  therefore 
support  the  motion  of  his  noble  friend, 
who  had  only  been  prevented  from  bring« 
ing  forward  his  motion  sooner  by  the  ao- 
journment  of  parliament,  which  ministers 
themselves  had  proposed. 

The  Lord  CkimctUor  did  not  wish  to  lay 
any  stresa  upon  the  opinions  of  the  Attor« 
ney  and  Solicitor-general ;  but  when  he 
saw  that  parliament,  after  repeated  revi* 
sions  of  the  Militia  Acts,  and  anxiously 
defining  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  militia  should  be  called  out,  had 
avoided  all  mention  of  any  period  at 
which  they  should  be  disembodied,  he 
was  sorely  entitled  (looking  at  what  was 
enacted  and  was  not  enacted)  judicially  to 
argue,  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
parliament  to  prescribe  any  specific  period 
at  which  the  militia  should  be  disem- 
bodied, but  leaving  it  to  the  discretion 
and^  responsibility  of  ministers,  it  reserved 
to  itself  the  power  of  controlling  those 
Acts  according  to  the  circumstances  of 
each  case.  The  noble  and  learned  lord 
then  referred  to  the  case  of  the  Insurrec- 
tion Act  in  1792.  It  was  a  dispute  at  that 
time  whether  there  ever  was  any  insur* 
rectioo ;  but  there  could  be  no  debate  that 
at  the  time  when  the  Insurrection  Act  was 
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passed  there  was  no  irebellion  or  invasion, 
or  imminent  danger  of  rebellion  or  inva«- 
sion.  The  government  had  heard  of  prac« 
tices  which  some  day  or  other  might  ripen 
into  rebellion :  but  there  never  was  aa 
actual  rebellion.  It  might  upon  the  san^e 
principle  have  been  contended,  that  the 
militia  were  entitled  then  to  go  home,  aa 
there  was  no  insurrection  or  danger  of 
insurrection,  and  when  they  were  evea 
doubting  whether  there  had  ever  been 
any  insurrection.  He  did  not  wish  to  be 
understood  as  advancing  that  government 
were  warranted  in  holding  the  militia  em« 
bodied,  under  circumstances  when  parlia* 
ment  should  think  there  was  no  longer 
any  occasion  for  their  remaining  so  em* 
bodied  ;  all  he  wished  to  contend  for  was, 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  act  of  parlia* 
ment  which  went  farther  than  this;  it 
pointed  out  the  circumstances  under  which 
bis  Majesty  might  call  out  the  militia, 
and  directed  the  attention  of  parliament 
to  the  militia  being  so  enibodied  ;  and  on 
the  militia  being  called  out,  and  the  atten* 
tion  of  parliament  called  to  their  being 
embodied,  the  Act  wisely  left  to  the  crown 
a  discretionary  power  to  act  with  respect 
to  that  force,  4inder  the  control  of  pari  ia* 
ment,  in  keeping  it  embodied  or  in  disem- 
bodying it,  as  was  most  for  the  interest  of 
the  public.  He  used  discretion  in  the 
sense  in  which  it  was  used  by  crown 
lawyers,  not  caprice  or  fancy,  but  a  sound 
and  judicious  discretion  in  the  exercis^  of 
those  powers  which  were  vested  in  thia 
crown  for  the  general  interest  and  expe- 
diency. On  these  grounds  he  opposed 
the  address,  which  stated  as  contrary  to 
law  what  parliament  had  for  half  a  cen- 
tury sanctioned  as  constitutional. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckiiigkam  said,  thai 
no  man  could  ever  persuade  him  to  assent 
to  the  proposition,  that  it  was  in  the  power 
of  parliament  to  dispense  with  the  Bill  of 
Righu,  which  sepured  to  us  that  there 
should  be  no  standing  army  in  time  of 
peace  in  this  country.  According  to  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  on  the  woolsack, 
when  the  militia  were  called  out  under 
the  superintendence  of  parliament,  unless 
parliament  thought  proper  to  interfere, 
the  militia  might  remain  embodied  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  crown,  though  the  circum* 
stances  under  which  they  were  called  to* 
gether  had  ceased  to  exist.  This  was  not 
living*  under  the  authority  of  the  statute 
law  of  the  land,  but  of  whaUyer  ministers 
might  persuade  parliament  to  agree  to. 
But  however  high  the  authority  for  this 
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doctrine,  be  would  rontend,  that  a6cord- 
iog  to  the  statute,  by  which  alone  govero- 
ment  were  authorized  to  call  out  and  em- 
body the  militia^  when  the  circumstances 
ceased  on  which  the  calling  out  of  that 
force  was  made  to  depend,  that  then  they 
ought,  without  delay,  to  be  disembodied. 
Tb&  period  of  1778,  alluded  to  by  a  noble 
viscount  was  not  in  point ;  for  then  we 
were  on  the  eve  of  a  war  wiih  France. 

Lord  Ellenborough  said,  it  became  him« 
when  he  heard  the  vague  statement,  that 


that  cyent  ?  The  distorbancea  at  Dond 
were  a  mere  pretence ;  and  there  wra^s  i 
apprehension  of  invasion  till  after  the 
with  France.  And,  indeed,  Fraoce  was 
not  in  a  situation  either  to  iiiTade.  as,  or 
threaten  us  with  invasion,  till  many 
months  after  the  war  was  commenced, 
yet  the  then  ministry  did  right,  in  iiis  opi- 
nion, to  call  out  the  militia,  and  keep  that 
force  embodied.  Having  once  stated  abe 
condition  by  whioh  that  foroe  might  be 
called  out,  as  long  aatbe  exigenciea  of  tbe 


BO  large  a  body  of  men  as  20,000  were  |  state  might  render  the  possession  of  that 
without  authority  detained  from  their  fa-  ~ 

milies,  with  swords  in  their  hands  to 
avenge  ^tbeir  country's  wrongs,  to  give 
his  denial  to  such  a  dangerous  doctrine, 
and  to  recommend'  a  clear  and  distinct 
rejection  of  the  Address.  By  law  the 
King  was  empowered  to  draw,  out  in  cer* 
tain  oa$e8  the  militia;  and  if  the  law  was 
aiient  as  to  the  period  when  the  militia 
should  agaiti  return  to  their  homes,  it  was 
because  the  power  of  determining  this  was 
one  which  the  crown  coaid  exercise  with 
most  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  country, 
and  most  regard  to  the  persons  kept  in  a 
state  of  privation  by  remaining  so  embo- 
died. When  by  law  the  king  was  em- 
powered m  certain  cases  to  call  out  the 
jniliiia,  and  no  time  was  limited  for  the 
continuance  -of  that  force,  how  could  be 
be  limited  but  by  a  sound  prudence  in 
tbe  exercise  of  his  prerogative  ?  The 
noble  and  learned  lord  then  went  into  'an 
account  of  the  Insurrection  Act  of  1792. 
The  insurrection  was,  he  said,  ridiculous. 
On  the  1 3th  of  November,  some  boys  as- 
aembled  at  Dundee,  rung  the  bells,  set  up 
the  tree  of  liberty,  and  burnt  about  a  hun- 
dred casks.  Before  tbe  departure  of  the 
polt  which  conveyed  the  intelligence  of 
thi«  affair  to  government,  tjM  the  insur- 
gents were  sleeping  quietly  in  their  beds, 
and  the  iosarrection  disappeared,  never  to 
rise  again.  Oa  the  l6th  government 
were  informed  that  the  insurrection  had 
ceased.  On  the  1st  of  December  goTern* 
ment  issued  a  proclamation,  in  which  they 
did  not  state  the  existence  of  insurrection, 
but  that  a  spirit  of  tumult  and  sedition 
bad  lately  shewn  itself  in  acts  of  riot  and 
insurrection.  Before,  they  called  out  a 
man,  government  well  knew  that  no  insur* 
rection  existed.  It  would  be  said,  perhaps, 
that  there  was  then  an  apprehension  of  in- 
vasion ;  but  he  would  traverse  that  fact. 
Was  there,  he  would  ask,  any  danger  of 
invasion,  till  alter  the  king  of  France  was 
murdcredt  and  evea  till  some  mooths  after 


arm  of  strength  necessary  to  thenar 
long  the  ministers  of  tbe  crown  vt 
justified  in  continuing  it.  Were  ministers^ 
till  the  American  war  was  closed  by  rati- 
ficationt  justified  in  disembodying  the 
militia  ?  He  should  be  sorry  if  any  thing 
uttered  in  the  beat  of  debate,  by  some  of 
their  lordshipsy  were  attended  with  the 
effict  of  impressing  on  tbe  minds  of  asen, 
with  swordf  in  their  bends,  that  there  wras 
no  longer  aay  obligation  on  tbem  to  con- 
tinue their  services ;  and  that  all  paniah- 
ment  attempted  to  be  inflicted  on-  them 
was  an  aggression  which  they  were  at 
liberty  to  resist. 

Lord  Graivilie  rose  in  explaaation.  la 
the  first  place  it  never  was  his  intention 
to  create  an  unlawful  or  unjustifiable  dis- 
content in  any  part  of  his  Majesty^s  sob* 
jects,  and  least  of  all  in  any  paia«of  tbe 
armed  force  of  the  country.  He  would  pot 
it  to  his  noble  and  learned  friend,  with  his 
feeling,  his  love  of  law,  and  of  the  liberty 
of  the  English  subject,  supposing  him  to 
entertain  the  same  belief  with  himself  on 
this  subject,  if,  after  every  public  and  prt* 
vate  endeavour  to  remove  this  grievance 
without  success,  be  would  not  have  adopt- 
ed the  course  which  had  been  that  night 
followed  ?  He  wodd  ask  him  what  was 
the  duty  which  they  were  called  on  to 
perform,  entertaining  as  they  did  the  opi* 
nion  that  the  continuing  the  militia  ea« 
bodied  was  illegal;  and  whether  any  con* 
sideration  on  earth  ought  to  indoce  them 
to  sit  silent,  when  they  saw  the  laws  of 
the  country  grossly  violated?  Let  tbe 
noble  and  learned  lord  believe  that  this 
Act  was  dirf  ctly  contrary  to  law ;  that  an 
armed  force  was  continued  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  that 
all  other  modes  of  acting  had  failed  to 
efiect  the  discontinuance  of  that  forcev 
would  he  think  that  he  discharged  his 
dutv  to  his  country,  if  he  refrainM  from 
declaring  this  opinion  in  bis  place  in  par* 
liament?   When  bo  saw  tbe  lawa  wrssied» 
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%M  they  were  lo  thi<  case,  from  their  proper 
sigDifiaiUon,  k  wet  his  duty  to  oecUre 
•ucb  cooTicdon.    If  those  persons  who 
were  retained*  contrary,  as  he  contended, 
to  law,  were  to  be  influenced  by  opinions 
delivered  in  that  House,  they  would  pro- 
bably think  that  more  weight  was  doe  to 
,tBe  opinions  of  the  noble  lord  on' the  wool- 
aack,  and  his  noble  and  learned  friendoTor 
against  him,  than  to  any  thing  which  he 
could  advance.    The  noble  and  learned 
lords  could  not  feel  more  strongly  than  he 
did  the  necessity  of  subordination  on'  the 
part  of  the  nilitia  to  the  government,  and 
deference  to  the  opinions  held  by  high 
authorities  in  the  law,  which  was  the  only 
safe  course  for  them  to  pursue.    Both  his 
noble  and  learned  friends,  instead  of  meet* 
ing  the  question  on  the  grounds  which  he 
expected— instead  of  telling  their  lord- 
ships when  the  prerogative  for  «vhich  they 
were  contending  was  created— had  put 
themselvea  on  a  level  with  the  rest  of  their 
lordships,  justifying  themselves  not    by 
authority   but  by   example.     When  his 
noble  and  learned  friend  over  against  him 
apoke  as  d  law  authority,  he  was  entitled 
to  the  highest    respect;     but  when  he 
wiahed  to  instruct  him  that  there  was  no 
danger  of  invasion  at  the  period  of  the 
Insurreotion  Act,  he  had  selected  the  only 
ground  where  he  had  an  advantage  over 
him.     The  noble  and  learned  lord  could 
not  know  what  he  (lord  G.)  then  knew. 
He  bad  been  mistaken  in  both  iosunces. 
He  had  said  that  the  murder  of  the  king 
of  France  did  not  take  place  till  two  or 
three  months  afier  the  calling  out  the  mi- 
litia ;    and  that  till  after  that  event  there 
was  no  danger  of  invasion.    On  the  lOth 
of  August  1792,  the  French  king  was 
conducted  to  the  prison  which  he  quitted 
for  his  grave.    On  the  mere  fact,  then,  of 
the  existence  of  the  King  depended  the 
question  of  peace  or  war  with  France^ 
and  those  ministers  who  saw  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  beginning  of  August,  most 
have  been  careless  indeed  of  the  country 
intrusted  to  their  administration,  if  they 
had  negleeted  to  provide  for  the  events 
which  took  place.    But  the  war  might  be 
said  to  have  commenced  earlier,  for  a  de- 
cree was  published  promising  assistance 
to  the  disaffected  in  every  part  of  Europe ; 
and  thus  the  alarm  which  existed  in  this 
country  could  not  be  disconnected  with 
the  danger  of  invasion.    If  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  meant  that  there  could  be 
no  dabger  of  an  invasion  taking  place  the 
next  week,  or  month*  or  even  the  next 


six  montlis  after  the  period  in  question' 
then  he  would  observe,  that  the  calling, 
out  the  militia  could  not  be  executed 
wiihin  less  time  than  two  or  three  months^ 
and  when  this  did  take  place,*  it  brought 
together  a  body  of  men  perfectly  ondis* 
ciplined.  With  regard  to  the  year  1778^ 
the  case  did  not  apply.  If  the  enemy 'a 
fleet  had  not  been  defeated  in  the  Channel* 
the  consequence  would  have  been  the  in* 
vasiun  of  this  country ;  and  the  combined 
fleets  of  France  and  Spaio  made  their  ap« 
pearance  the  year  following  the  defeat, 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  covering  an 
invasion.  Had  an  invasion  then  taken 
place,  it  would  have  been  doubtful  whe* 
ther  the  militia  might  have  been  sufficient 
to  prevent  very  material  detriment  to  the 
resources  of  this  country.  Probably  tho 
case  of  the  Insurrection  Act  was  brought 
forward  as  an  arguminium  ad  hominan.  Ho 
wished  merely  to  observe,  that  there  waa 
no  part  of  his  life  that  he  looked  back  to 
with  more  satisfaction  than  the  shar^ 
which  he  had  in  the  government  of  thia 
country  at  the  close  of  1 792,  and  the  be- 
ginning of  17D3.  The  noble  and  learned 
lord  had  truly  staled,  that  ministers  were 
then  anxious  to  strain  every  nerve  to  ob* 
tain  the  two  points  of  calling  together 
parliament*  and  calling  out  the  militia. 
They  wished  the  authority  <^  parliament 
to  frown  down  the  opinions  which  were 
then  becoming  but  too  prevalent,  and  a 
military  force  to  repress  the  disafiected  at 
home,  who  could  be  dangerous  only  be- 
cause of  the  countenance  given  them 
from  abroad.  But,  was  it  possible  to 
draw  the  smallest  inference  from  thia  to  a 
case  where  no  danger  was  stated  to  exist  ? 
No  man  could  say  that  America  threatened 
this  country  with  invasion.  We  were 
at  peace  with  France  and  with  Holland : 
not  only  at  peace,  but  in  intimate  al- 
liance. Whether  the  government  of 
1792  were  or  were  not  imaginary  alarmists, 
no  man  could  say  that  there  was  any 
danger  now ;  the  difference' between  the 
two  periods  was  no  less  than  between  war 
and  peace.  He  remained  convinced  that 
to  keep  this  force  on  loot  in  peace,  and  in 
circumstancea  which  did  not  threaten  a 
rupture  of  that  peace,  was  a  direct  viola^ 
tion  of  the  constitution.  If  the  unsettled 
state  of  Europe  was  alleged  as  a  reason 
for  requiring  the  militia,  then  a  commu- 
nication to  that  effect  ought  to  be  made  to 
pariiament.  The  conviction  on  his  mind 
was,  that  this  force  was  not  kept  op  for 
tbe  purposes  which  bad  been  stated*  but 
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to  enable  government  to  keep  an  army 
abroad,  in  order  to  obtain  something  of 
an  influence  on  the  negociationi  which 
vrere  going,  on  in  a  distant  part  of  Europe. 
When  this  subject  came  to  be  argued,  he 
was  ready  to  show  that  sach  an  army 
could  not  be  useful,  but  must,  on  the  con- 
trary, be  prejudicial.  The  prerogative 
came  first  to  be  accurately  studied  in  the 
lime  of  Charles  the  1st,  and  was  the  cause 
of  the  civil  war.  After  the  Restoration, 
general  words  only  were  used  ;  but  from 
that  period  there  was  no  trace  of  an  effec- 
tive exercise  of  the  prerogative  over  the 
militia.  The  time  at  length  came  when 
the  crown  was  again  entrusted  with  that 
constitutional  force ;  not  in  the  exercise 
of  its  prerogative,  but  in  consequence  of 
an  act  passed  by  parliament,  from  which 
the  whole  authority  of  the  crown  was  de- 
rived. 

The  Earl  of  Ltoerpool  said,  that  after 
the  opinion^  delivered  by  his  two  noble 
and  learned  friends,  it  would  be  presump- 
tuous in  him  to  take  up  the  question  at, 
any  length.  It  was  agreed  on  all  hands 
that  parliament  bad  defined  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  militia  might  be 
embodiedj  but  not  those  when  they  ought 
to  be  disembodied.  Now,  (ie  contended, 
that  i\u%  prima  facie  was  in  favour  of  a  dis- 
cretionary power  in  the  crown. '  The 
local  militia  was  a  force  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent description' from  the  regular  militia; 
and  it  would  be  attended  with  the  greatest 
inconvenience  that  it  should  remain  em- 
bodied any  longer  than  necessary.  What 
had  the  law  slated  on  the  subject?  It 
stated  the  cases  when  it  might  be  em- 
bodied, and  then  the  power  to  keep  and 
continue  it  after  the  causes  for  embody- 
ing it  had  ceased,  for  a  period  not  exceed- 
ing six  weeks.  Here,  instead  of  leaving 
a  discretion  to  the  crown,  a  precise  time 
tvas  specified.  Ministers  had  a  full  right 
.to  the  use  of  this  law  in  explanation  of  the 
others.  With  that  law  before  them,  spe- 
cifying when  the  local  militia  should  be 
embodied,  and  when  disembodied,  and 
with  the  other  Act  specifying  when  the 
militia  should  be  embodiedj  it  was  evident 
that  the  disembodying  was  merely  a  ques- 
tion of  discretion  on  the  part  of  the 
crown,  for  which  minister;  were  respon-* 
aible.  We  were  still  at  war  with  America, 
and  though  peace  was  concluded  with 
France,  out  of  the  treaty  with  that  coun- 
try certain  arrangements  were  to  take 
place,  by  which  a  British  force  was  to  be 
kept  up  for  a  time  on  the  continent.    Wi(h 


the  utmost  desire  of  disenibodyiog    the 
militia,  government  had  proceeded  as    far 
as  circumstances  would  admit.    Some  hsul 
been  disbanded  since  the  matter  was  laat 
debated  in  parliament;  some  were  dis^ 
banding  at  present,  and  all  would  be  dis- 
banded as  soon  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
country  would  allow  such  a  measure  to 
be  safely  carried  into  efiect.    All  he  main- 
tained was,  that  government  had  a  latitade 
of  discretion  when  such  force  ought  pro* 
perly  to  be  disembodied. 

Their  lordships  then  divided :  Contentt, 
12;  Non-Contents,  27;  Majority  agaiosa 
the  Address,  15. 


HOIJSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  Fdruary  16< 

County  Gaols  Chaplains'  Biil.J  Mr* 
Hwu  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  ealsrgin^ 
the  powers  of  an  Act  of  his  present  Ma-» 
jesty  for  providing  clergymen  to  officiate 
in  gaols  within  England  and  Wales.  The 
hon.  member  observed,  that  according  to 
the  original  Act,  the  magistrates  at  quarter 
sessions  were  authorized  to  allow  to  socb 
officiating  clergymen  50/.  per  annum. 
But  when  it  was  considered  that  this  Act 
was  passed  43  years  ago,  and  that  those 
pious  and  very  worthy  gentlemen  had  al- 
most daily  duties  to  perform  (the  import 
tance  and  labour  of  which  he  had  an  op- 
portunity  of  appreciating,  from  his  occa- 
sional attendance  as  a  visiting  magistrate 
of  the  county  gaol  of  Sussex),  while  for 
several  years  back  they  were  compelled  to 
pay  5/.  a  year  to  tbcf  pro|ierty  tax«  he 
could  not  entertain  a  doubt  that  the  al* 
lowance  alluded  to  would  be  deemed 
quite  inadequate.  Therefore,  he  could 
not  anticipate  any  objection  to  a  measure^ 
which  merely  had  in  view  to  invest  ma* 
gistrates  at  quarter  sessions  with  the  power 
of  granting  a  more  liberal  salary  to  these 
meritorious  clergymen. 

Mr«  Giddy  believed  the  Act  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  proposed  to  amend,  did 
not  extend  to  the  clergymen  officiating  in 
the  houses  of  correction.  He  could  wish 
them  to  be  included  in  the  Bill  now  pro« 
posed  to  be  brought  in. 

Mr.  Huru  observed,  that  his  motion 
referring  to  the  extension  of  a  particalar 
act,  in  which  houses  of  correction  were 
not  mentioned,  be  did  not  feel  the  pro« 
priety  of  complying  with  the  hon.  mem- 
ber's wish«  lest  such  compliance  should 
create  any  .impediment  to   a  meuore 
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ivbicb,  b6  flattered  htmseir,  would  meet 
general  approbation.  He  shoald,  how- 
ever, be  very  willing  to  lend  bis  assistance 
to  the  object  of  the  hon.  member,  upon 
any  other  occasion,  or  in  any  other  form. 

Leave  was  giyea  to  bring  in  the  Bill, 
which  was  presented,  and  read  a  first 
time* 

Gaol  Fees  Abolition  Bill.]  Mr. 
Kennel  presented  a  Bill  for  the  abolition 
of  gaol  and  other  /ees  connected  with 
the  gaols  in  Great  Britain. 

Sir  WiUiam  Curiii  requested  to  be  in- 
formed by  the  hon.  gentleman,  whether 
the  operation  of  the  Bill  was  to  be  ex« 
tended  to  the  King's-bench,  Fleet-prison, 
mnd  Ke wgate ;  as'  be  woold  oppose  it,  on- 
less  those  three  principal  gaols  of  the 
kingdom  were  comprised  within  it. 

Mr.  Betmei  observed,  that  when  the 
Bill  was  committed,  any  alterations  es- 
teemed necessary  might  then  be  proposed 
by  any  member. 

The'  Bill  was  then  read  the  first  time. 

New  Gbnbeal  Post  Office.]  The 
sheriffs  of  London  presented  at  the  bar,  a 
Petition  from  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  common  council  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don, in  common  council  assembled ;  setting 
forth, 

*'  That  a  principal  avenue  of  communi- 
cation between  the  city  of  London  and 
the  great  north  road  by  Saint  Martin-le- 
Grand  is  much  toonarrovi^for  the  increased 
trade  and  population  of  the  metropolis, 
and  very  incommodious  and  dangerous  to 
passengers ;  and  that  the  petitioners  con- 
ceive that  the  widening  and  improving 
the  said  avenue,  and  making. proper  com- 
monications  therewith,  and  also  widening 
Foster-lane  and  St.  Ann's- lane  contiguous 
thereto,  woold  be  a  very  great  advantage 
and  accommodation  to  the  public  in  ge- 
neral, and  aflford  additional  security  to 
the  lives  and  property  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects ;  and  that  the  Post-office  at  Lon- 
don is  very  confined  and  inconvenient  for 
thcC  transaction  of  the  exbensive  business 
of  that  branch  of  the  revenue,  and  the  site 
between  St.  Martin-le-Grand  and  Foster- 
lane  aforesaid  is  a  very  desirable  situation 
for  the  Post-office,  where  commodious 
boildings  might  be  erected  for  the  inland 
foreign  and  two-penny  post  departments, 
and  tbe  whole  business  of  that  great  and 
important  national  cohcern  conducted 
with  facility  and  convenience  to  the  pub- 
lic; tad  that  tbe  consent  of  the  fords 


comiAissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury 
to  the  said  improvement,  and  providing  a 
situation  for  a  General  Post-office  as  be- 
fore* mentioned,  could  not  be  obtained  till 
long  since  the  time  fixed  by  the  House 
for  receiving  petitions  for  private  bills 
had  elapsed  ;  and  praying  that  leave  may 
be  given  to  present  a  petition  for  a  bill 
for  widening  and  improving  the  said  ave- 
nues or  passages,  for  providing  sufficient 
ground  for  the  erection  of  a  General  Post- 
office,  and  making  suitable  and  convenient 
accesses  to  and  from  the  same,  and  proper 
communications  therewith,  and  for  de« 
fraying  the  expenses  thereof,  in  such 
manner,  and  under  such  regulations  and 
restrictions,  as  to  the  House  shall  seem 
meet.'' 

The  Chancettar.tfihe  Exchequer,  in  rising 
to  expri^ss  the  consent  of  the  crown  to 
the  acceptance  of  this  Petition,  took  occa* 
sion  to  contradict  some  rumours,  which  he 
miderstood  had  gone  abroad,  that  govern- 
ment bad  held  out  a  threat  to  the  corpo- 
ration of  London  upon  the  subject.  The 
fact  was>  that  government  felt  the  erection 
of  a  new  Post-office  indispensably  neces* 
sary  to  tbe  accommodation  of  the  poblic« 
and  had  expressed  that  opinion,  but  no 
threat  whatever  was  used  to  any  body  of 
men.  Several  places  had  been  pointed 
out  as  eligible  sites  for  the  proposed 
building,  but  the  place  pointed  out  by  the 
petitioners  was,  after  full  consideration, 
deemed  the  most  eligible,  and  therefore 
approved  of  by  government.  Besides, 
from  the  estimate  he  had  seen  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  was  happy  to  say,  that  a  com- 
pliance with  the  wish  of  tbe  petitioners 
woold  be  attended  with  less  expense  than 
any  other  plan  he  had  heard  of.  That,  in 
a  word,  the  project  alluded  to  by  the  pe- 
titioners woold  be  productive  of  more  ac- 
commodation, and  less  expensive,  than 
could  be  looked  for  from  any  proposed 
extension  of  the  present  I^ost-office. 

Mr.  Bariiig  said,  there  were  two  consi- 
derations which  ought  to  be  borne  in 
mind,  first,  as  to  the  propriety  of  incttr- 
ring  the  expense  attendant  on  building  a 
new  Post-office ;  and  secondly,  that  of 
interfering  so  largely  with  private  pro- 
perty,  as  to  take  down  the  dwellings  and 
buildings  of  from  two  to  three  hundred 
persons.  In  the  present  instance,  the 
House  had  to  decide,  whether  tlie  city  of 
London- had  a  claim' to  more  favour  than 
any  other  petitioner  who  might  wish  to 
present  a  private  petition,  after  the  time 
for  recei?bg  such  petitions  was  past    He 
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took  upon  himself  to  lay,  that  part  of  the 
Petition,  as  to  the  inability  of  the  peti<^ 
tioners^to  get  their  Petition  prepared  in 
time,  was  false.  The  fact  was,  the  city 
had  not  been  disposed  to  agree  with  the 
government  before.  The  subject  had  been 
given  up  last  year  by  the  city.  .  In  con- 
sideration of  the  immense  expense  at- 
tending the  projected  change,  it  had  been 
resolved  by  the  corporation,  and  carried 
by  a  majority  of  49«  that  they  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  A  threat  had  since 
been  held  out  by  government,  that  if  they 
would  not  consent  to  let  the  Post-office  be 
built  on  the  spot  pointed  out— on  the  most 
Taloable  plot  of  ground  in  the  city,  and 
pull  down  two  or  three  hundred  houses  to 
make  way  for  it,  thfey  would  remove  it  to 
the  west  .end  of  the  town.  It  was,  there- 
fore, only  now,  after  the  agents  of  the 
Post-office  had  been  intriguing  with  some 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation,  and 
got  their  consent  to  the  proposed  altera- 
tion, that  this  Petition  could  be  presented. 
So  much  for  the  claim  set  up  to  unusual 
indulgence.  As  to  the  Petition  they 
wished  to  present,  the  right  hon«  gentle- 
man knew  the  merchants  were  opposed  to 
the  measure,  which  would  be  likely  to 
cost  the  city,  if  they  paid  a  third  of  the 
estpense,  near  300,000/.  when  40  or 
50,0001.  expended  on  the  present  Post- 
ofiice,  would  make  it  fit  for  every  pur* 
pose.  The  secret  Cause  of  its  bemg  re- 
solved to  remove  the  Post*office  altogether 
was  understood  to  be  this — some  of  the 
inferior  6fficers  of  the  Post-office,  and  par- 
ticularly the  Surreyor,  had  an  interest  in 
part  of  the  property  on  the  proposed  site 
of  the  new  building.  In  consequence  of 
this,  whenever  the  removal  of  the  present 
establishment  was  mentioned,  St.  Martin's- 
le-Grand  had  been  sure  to  be  named,  as 
if  no  other  place  could  be  found  fit  for 
such  a  purpose.  This  plan,  which  if  car- 
ried into  effect,  would,  he  thought,  be 
attended  with  an  expense  of  800,000/. 
and  which  would  subject  the  city  of  Lon- 
don to  a  tax  upon  coals,  he  regarded  as 
the  job  of  some  of  the  inferior  officers  of 
the  Post-office.  He  was  of  opinion  there 
was  nothing  in  the  Petition  before  them 
which  ought  to  excuse  the  city  from  com- 
plying with  the  ordinary  forms  of  the 
House. 

Sir  ffillktm  (^irii$  thought  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman "bad  stated  rather  more  than  he 
could  justify.  The  allegations  contained 
in  the  PetKion,  he  maintained,  were  facts. 
Before  the  Petition  was  prepared,  the  con-  I 
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sent  of  the  lords  commissionere  of   his 
Majesty's  Treasury  wm  wanted  to   the 
great  improvement  of  the  North   Road, 
which  was  contemplated.     Whether  the 
expense  of  the  new  Post-office  wonld  b«( 
500,000/.  or  800,000/.  was  very  immate-* 
rial  to  him«  (A  laugh.)    He  meant,  to  the 
subject.    The  present  situation  of  the  Post- 
office,  was  that  which  was  most  convenient 
for  him  ;  but  when  a  committee  appointed 
to  enquire  tntoahe  subject,  went  to  exa- 
mine the  Post-office,  he  understood  they 
had  declkred,  tmA  voce,  that  in  its  present 
situation  there  was  not  room  for  carrying 
on  the  business,  and  declared  there  was  a 
necessity  for  its   being  removed.      The 
question  now  before  them  was,  whether 
or  not  an  important  improvement  in  tfae 
great  North  Road,  and  the    Post«officej 
should  or  should  not  take  place. 

Mr.  GraifeU  denied  that  the  merchants 
of  London  unanimously  disapproved   of 
the  proposed  removal  of  the  Post-office, 
as  those   residing  westward  most  -rather 
think  that  removal  desirable;  but  there 
were  other  classes  of  persons  whose  ac* 
commddation  was  to  be  consulted,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  merchants  of  London,  and 
the  new  plan  would  materially  accommo- 
date all  the  inhabitaTits  of  the  west  end  of 
the  town,  who  would  receive  their  letters 
half  an  hour  sooner  in  the  morning,  and 
be  enabled  to  send  off  letters  half  an  hour 
later  in  the  evening.     On  these  considera- 
tions he  approved  of  the  project  referred 
to  by  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  Gordon  thought  the  question  for 
the  House  to  consider  was  whether  the 
accoonnodation  spoke  of  was  worth  the 
800,000/.  which  It  would  cost.  He,  for 
his  part,  was  satisfied  with  the  flme  at 
which  he  received  his  letters',  and  should 
not  like  to  pay  his  quota  of  the  800,000/. 

Mr.  Ponamty  inquired  if  any  plan  or 
estimate  had  yet  been  laid  -before  the 
House  ?  The  first  consideration  was  the 
expense,  for  the  state  of  the  finances  of 
the  country  was  not  such  as  to  justify 
them  in  wantonly  incurring  the  expense, 
which  it  was  supposed  would  attend  the 
projected  improvement.  It  was  not  for 
the  accommodation  of  this  or  that -party 
that  the  public  ought  to  be  taxed.  Many 
members  of  that  House,  he  believed,  got 
their  letters  soon  enough  by  paying  a  very 
moderate  annual  sum.  He,  for  one,  ^y 
paying  a  guinea  a  year,  received  his  by 
what  was  called  the  early  delivery.  To 
attain  an  object  so  easily  secured,  were 
the  public  to  be  taxed  for  a  new  PoaU 
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oflfice?  He  wished  mach  to  know  what 
would  be  the  expense  of  the  projected 
change. 

The  GianeeUar  of  the  Exchequer  took  oc- 
casion to  notice  that  this  discoBsion  was 
somewhat  premature,  as  the  Petition  be- 
fore them  was  but  a  preliminary  Petition* 
With  respect  to  the  expense,  he  had  cal- 
culated that  the  plan  for  building  a  new 
Post-office  on  the  site  which  had  been 
mentioned,  was  the  most  economical  that 
bad  been  soggestedi  as  it  would  be  at- 
tended with  less  expense  than  re-building 
the  present  Post-office,  where  it  now  stood, 
cur  in  any  other  place ;  and  unless  one  or 
the  other  of  these  things  were  done,,  the 
business  of  the  establishment  couki  not 
be  carried  on  in  a  proper  manner. 

Mr.  H.  Stumer,  from  a  calculation  of 
the  number  of  feet  included  in  the  pro* 
posed  site  for  the  new  Post-office,  be- 
tween St.  Mariin's-le-Grand  and  Foster* 
lane,  and  those  of  the  niu  of  the  pre- 
sent Post-office,  and  which  might  be  added 
to  it  by  building  up  to  Abchorch-lane, 
asserted,  that  greater  accommodation 
could  be  obtained  by  the  latter  place  than 
was  offered  t>y  the  former.  The  ? alue  of 
the  prif  ate  property  lo  be  purchased  in  the 
vicinity  of  St.  Martin's- le-Grand,  judginff 
by  the  property  tax  paid  on  it,  amounted 
t<v280|000/.  and  one  material  item  bad  not 
been  taken  into  consideration ;  be  meant 
what  was  called  good-will.  This  was  an 
ideal  thing— one  which  erery  one  flattered 
himself,  by  supposing  iu  value  to  be  mater 
than  it  was  in  reality,  and  the  purchase  of 
which  would  perhaps  cost  more  than  the 
property  itself.  On  this  subject  it  was 
difficult  to  persuade  a  man  to  come  to 
reasonable  compromise.  He  would  be 
disposed  to  go  to  a  jury,  and  what  was 
usually  the  consequence,  might  be  easily 
eurmised  when  it  was  taken  into  conside- 
ration, that  the  jury  who  were  to  decide 
the  question,  were  persons  precisely  in 
the  same  situation  themselves,  and  who 
Would  therefore  say,  in  a  case  where 
private  property  was  thus  disturbed,  its 
owner  was  entitled  to  what  he  believed  it 
tp  be  worth.  He  had  said  the  value  of 
the  buildings  was  280,000/.  (as  appeared 
from  what  was  paid  on  them  to  the  pro- 
perty tax)  which  were  to  be  purchased  at 
St.  MartinVle-Grand.  This  could  not  be 
supposed  to  be  iu  full  value,  it  was  pro* 
bably  not  more  than  half.  He,  however, 
would  only  a4d  half  aa  much  more  to  it— • 
ba  would  assume  the  propeKyi  which, 
from  the  retume  of  the  property  taxj  wai 
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worth  280,000/.  was  In  reality  worth 
1 40,000/.  more.  From  this  very  moderate 
calculation  it  would  be  seen,  that  exclusive 
of  the  sum  which  would  be  demanded  for 
good-will,  420,000/.  must  be  expended  in 
clearing  a  site  to  build  upon,  before  a 
single  stone  or  brick  was  purchased  to 
begin  the  building.  The  private  property 
necessary  to  be  purchased  in  Abchurch- 
lane  to  make  the  alteration  there,  which 
he  had  suggested,  appeared  from  the  re- 
turns made  to  the  property  tax  to  bo  worth 
70,000/i  Judging  by  this  iallacious  scida 
of  its  real  value,  he  would,  as  in  the  former 
instan<:e,  assume  it  to  be  worth  half  as 
much  more.  To  the  70fiOOL  he  wonU 
add  35,000/.  It  would  therefore  appear, 
that  to  clear  the  necessary  site  in  the  on« 
place  would  cost  420,000/. ;  in  the  other 
(whidh  was  the  more  convenient),  but 
I05|000/.  Every  useful  purpose  would 
thus  be  answered,  and  he  contended  oma* 
mental  expenses  ought  not  to  be  thought 
of.  He  then  took  a  view  of  the  nature  of 
the  prayer  of  the  Petition  now  before 
them.  The  city  x>f  London,  he  observed, 
did  not  now  make  an  application  that  the 
rules  of  the  House  shoolu  bo  departed  from, 
for  the  first  time.  He  reminded  the  House 
that  it  was  under  similar  circumstancef 
the  Bill  of  last  year  had  been  introduced  i 
declared  the  city  of  Landon  had  no  excuse 
for  not  having  presented  their  Petition 
before ;  and,  nnally,  expressed  a  determi« 
nation  to  divide  the  House  in  opposition  to 
a  departure  from  the  standing  order,  in 
their  favour. 

Sir  Jamee  Skaxo  defended  the  conduct  of 
the  city.  They  wished  a  great  national 
improvement  to  be  made,  of  which  they 
were  willing  to  bear  one-third  of  the  ex- 
pense. That  was  all  the  benefit  they 
sought ;  they  had  nothing  to  ^o  with  the 
building  of  the  Post-office,  and  the  third 
of  the  expense  which  they  proposed  to 
take  upon  themselves,  they  expected 
woukl  be  100,000/.  which  it  waa  intended 
to  defray  out  of  a  tax  laid  upon  coale 
brought  to  the  port  of  London.  He  ought 
to  olmrve  the  city  df  London  paid  out  of 
their  own  funds  an  annual  tax  of  1 1,500/* 
to  the  Orphans'  fond.  He,  for  hia  owit 
part,  could  have  wished  a  site  for  ihm 
new  Post-office  had  been  found  nearer  the 
Royal  Exchange ;  but,  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances,  he  M%  it  his  duty  to  soppora 
the  Petition. 

Mr.  Sunmer  thought  It  right  to  apprise 
the  House  of  the  origin  of  this  Orphans' 
fiind.    It  was  when  the  city  of  London 
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was  indebted  to  the  Orphan  eitablishment 
in  the  sum  of  750.000/.  and  declared  itself 
utterly  unable  to  pay,  that  they  applied  to 
parJiament  in  the  reign  of  king  William, 
and  in  order  to  f^ay  the  interest  (the  re- 
payment of  the  principal  being  quite  out 
of  the  question),  it  was  settled  that  they 
should  give  11,500/.  out  of  their  yearly 
funds,  and  that  the  tax  upon  coals  should 
be  applied  for  the  remainder.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  House  would  be  absolutely 
ashamed  of  the  application  of  this  Orphans' 
fund,  if  their  attention  was  called  seriously 
to  the  subject. 

Sir  Jomeff  Shmo  contended  (hat  there  had 
been  no  abuse  in  the  application  of  the 
fond  by  the  city  of  London.  He  appealed 
to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  which 
that  gentleman  himself  was  chairman. 

Mr.  Siumer  explained.  He  had  not 
said  that  the  city  of  London  had  been 
guilty  of  abus^  in  the  application  of  this 
money ;  but  he  had  saia  that  parliament 
#oula  be  ashamed  of  the  application  of 
it,  if  their  attention  was  called  to  it.  He 
believed  that  no  funds  had  been  misap- 
plied by  the  city  from  the  time  that  par- 
liament directed  the  application. 

Mr.  Banka  wished  it  to  be  understood, 
that  in  voting  for  the  motion  he  should  not 
hold  himself  pledged  to  support  the  mea- 


ing  such  additions  to  the  present  Po8t.office 
as  would  render  it  fit  for  the  public 
business. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  be  hoped  whenever 
those  estimates  were  produced,  that  they 
would   be  made  out  by  the  surveyor* 
general,  and  not  the  local  torveyor  of  the 
Post-office.    A  very  general  opinion  pre- 
vailed  that    that  individual  waa   at    the 
bottom  of  the  whole  job;    and  it  was 
certain  that  a  near  relative  of  his  hftd  m 
great  interest  in  the  property  that  wras 
likely  to  be  affected  by  the  projected  im- 
provements.    No  survey  therefore  made 
by  that  officer  would  be  satisfactory  to 
htm. 

Embassy  to  Portugal.]  Mr.  WhMread^ 
as  he  understood  a  secretary  of  legation 
was  going  out  to  Portugal,  wished  to 
know  if  the  person  formerly  sent  to  Lisbon 
was  to  be  recalled,  or  if  it  was  part  of 
the  original  bargain,  that  the  person  in 
question  should  be  sent  out  in  that  cm* 
pacity } 

The  Chancellor  rfthe  ExckeqiurmA,  that 
when  a  question  was  first  put  to  him  on 
this  subject,  he  was  not  prepared  to  an* 
swer  it^  He  had  made  inquiries,  and 
could  now  give  the  hon.  gentleman  the 
information  he  desired.    No  new  appoint* 


sure  in  contemplation,  respecting  a  new  |  ment  had  taken  place.    A  secretary  of 


Post-office  j;  for  while  he  wished  for  every 
necessary  accommodation  on  this  subject, 
he  must  be  anxious  to  have  that  accommo- 
dation furnished  as  cheaply  as  possible ; 
and  his  impression  was,  that  the  accommo- 
dation required,  might  be  had  at  less  ex* 
pense  by  enlarging  the  present  Post-office. 

The  House  divided :  For  the  motion, 
71;  Against  it,  24 ;— 'Majority,  47.  The 
Petition  was  then  presented,  and  upon  the 
motion  of  sir  W.  (Jurtis  was  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  a  committee. 

'Mr.  Bamkei  inquired  whether  the  plans 
and  estimates  for  removing  and  rebuilding 
the  Post-office  were  made  out.  If  they 
were,  he  thought  they  ought  to  be  laid 
before  the  committee,  so  that  they  might 
be  enabled  to  make  their  report  as  fblly* 
and  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  He 
should  therefore  make  a  motion  to  that 
effect,  if  there  was  no  objection  to  it. 

The  ChanctUor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  apprehended  it  would  require 
some  time  before  they  could  be  produced. 

Mr.  PonMonby  wished,  not  only  that  the 
plans  and  estimates  for  removing  the  Post- 
office  should  be  had,  but  also  an  estimate 
of  the  practicability  and  expense  of  mak- 


legation  was  attached  to  the  embassy  to 
Portugal,  as  to  every  other  embassy ;  that 
situation  was  at  present  filled  by  Mr. 
Casamajor.  If  that  gentleman  returned 
to  England  he  would  be  replaced;  but 
he  did  not  know  that  that  was  in  con- 
templation. 


CornLaws— -AvEBAGBPaicBor  Brbad.} 
Mr.  Baring  rose  to  move  for  a  return  of 
the  price  of  bread  during  a  certain  num* 
ber  of  years,  which  he  considered  as  a 
necessary  document  in  the  inquiry  they 
were  about  to  institute.  He  regretted, 
indeed,  that  the  inquiry  was  to  be  broogfat 
on  so  soon  as  Friday,  on  which  day,  as  he 
understood,  a  right  hon.  gentleman  in* 
tended  propose  a  series  of  resolutions  For 
the  adoption  of  the  committee,  upon  a 
subject  the  roost  important  to  the  vital  in* 
terests  of  the  country.  He  was  certainly 
of  opinion  that  more  time  ought  to  be  al* 
lowed  for  individuals  to  make  up  their 
minds.  He  had  heard,  indeed,  of  a  sort 
of  legislative  committee  that  had  met  at 
lord  Liverpool's  house,  to  determine  upon 
the  measure  that  was  afterwards  to  be 
proposed.    He  did  not  mean  to  ceoaure 
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that  meeting,  bat  it  teemed  to  him  to  be 
a  yeiy  unotual  proceediog.  Upon  a  qtiet- 
tion«  however,  of  so  great  importance, 
and  irith  petitions  from  every  city  and 
boroogb  in  the  kingdom  respecting  it,  he 
certainly  thought  that  Hooie  ought  to 
know  what  it  was  government  intended  to 
propose,  (for  a  measure  of  government  he 
now  nndersteod  it  to  be,)  before  they 
were  called  upon  to  vote.  If  it  was  merely 
intended  to  propose  certain  resolutions  to 
the  committee,  and  then  ask  leave  to  sit 
again,  he  should  feel  less  objection  to  the 
measure.  The  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  postponed  his  mo- 
tion upon  finance,  to  make  room  for  the 
com  question,  because  of  its  urgency ; 
bat  he  (Mr.  B.)  could  not  see  that  urgency 
at  the  present  moment,  as  the  poru  were 
already  shot  against  further  importation 
till  the  month  of  May,  by  the  operation 
of  die  Act  now  in  force.  On  the  other 
iiand,  the  finance  measures  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  which  bad  been  pest- 
•poned,  were  of  teal  urgency,  because 
vague  declarations  upon  the  subject  had 
been  scattered  among  the  peoplej  and 
were  producing  the  most  injurious  effects. 
It  was  not  known  whether  it  wu  intended, 
to  touch  the  sinking  fond,  to  triple  the 
assessed  taxes,  or  by  what  other  means  to 
meet  the  dtfficolties  of  the  country.  Such 
a  state  of  doubt  and  uncertainty  was  most 
pr^jodieial  to  tho  pflMtc  crfsdit,  and  to 
money  transactions  throughoot  tho  king- 
dom.  The  funds  had  been  depreciat^ 
ever  since  the  intimation  given  by  the 
right  boa.  gentleman,  and  specolations  in 
them  bad  been  carried  on  to  a  great  ex- 
tent He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  fixeheqoer  had  made 
any  impvoper  disclosures  of  his  intended 
plan;  but  those  omployed  under  him 
Might,  perhaps,  notwichstanding  all  his 
oa«llo«,«lMain  some  knowledge  of  tt  He 
fognsHed,  therefoe,  that  anr  dolay  had 
taton  plaoe,  on  accoont  of  the  influenoe 
-which  had  boon  jptodneed  upon  the  public 
nind  ;  and  as  be  was  far  from  consider- 
ing the  com  question  to  be  one  of  such 
twgeoey  as  had  been  represented,  he 
should  oppose  it  in  every  stage,  at  least 
until  he  4new  ii4iat  were  the  measures  in- 
tended to  be  brought  forward.  He  trusted 
>that  the  uase  year  4n  which  the  great 

nprietom  of  tiie  ooontry  were  relieved 
n  the  heavy  burthen  of  ihe  property 
tax,  wobM  net  wimem  their  snecess  tu  in- 
ducing paittameot  to  transfer  the  burthen 
<toahouldersso  ceudi  km  aUe  to  bear  it. 
(VOL.  XXIX.) 


The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  with  mov« 
ing,  '*  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House, 
a  Return  of  the  price  of  the  quartern  loaf 
of  wheaten  bread  as  regulated  by  tho 
assize  in  the  city  of  London,  stating  tho 
average  price  of  each  year,  from  the  year 
1697  to  ISl^,  both  inclusive/' 

The  Chtaceilor  qf  the  Excke<pur  said,  ho 
did  not  intend  to  oppose  the  objeot  of  tho 
motion.  As  to  the  objection  whioh  had 
been  made  to  the  postponement  of  his 
financial  measures,  ha  thought  the  House 
would  have  had  reason  to  complain,  had 
it  been  proposed  to  press  those  resolutions 
in  a  shorter,  instead  of  a  longer  period. 
As  to  the  anxiety  and  speculations  excited 
by  the  anticipations  of  the  public,  they 
arose  .from  the  necemity  of  the  case,  and 
would  not  be  likely  to  be  remedied  if  tha 
object  of  the  measures  were  to  andergo  a 
premature  and  partial  explanation.  Taking 
into  consideration  the  expectations  of  tho 
whole  country  respecting  some  change  in 
the  Corn  Laws,  he  thought  it  preferable  to 
postpone  his  resolutions  of  finance,  not  aa 
less  important,  but  as  less  urgent.  With 
regard  to  the  meeting  which  bad  taken 
place  out  of  doors  on  ihe  subject  of  com, 
and  which  bad  been  represented  as  ai^ 
improper  innovation ;  he  thought  on  tho 
contrary,  that  it  was  the  practice  of  mem* 
bers  of  that  House  to. meet  together,  be- 
fore proposing  some  important  measure  to 
parliament,  and  be  did  not  see  that  it 
could  be  urged  as  an  objection  to  such  a 
meainre  when  it  was  proposed,  that  it  had 
previously  been  discussed  by  a  number 
of  gentlemen  well  Informed  on  the  sabjed, 
and  actuated  \w  the  wish  of  serving  the 
best  interests  of  their  country.  Whenever 
a  notice  of  new  financial  naeasures  waa 
given,  there  was  always  a  degree  of  anxiety 
and  speculation  among  the  public  ajii^ 
could  not  be  anroided.  The  hon.  member 
bad  at  least  given  bim  eredit  for  having 
made  no  improper  disclosure,  for  the  very 
nature  of  theceports  in  circulation  shewed 
that  the  public  knew  nothing  of  what  he 
intended  to  propose ;  and  the  less  waa 
known  of  any  measure,  before  it  waa 
brought  forward,  the  better.  With  re- 
spect to  hurrying  the  bill  to  alter  the  ooen 
laws  through  tl^  House,  that  had  never 
been  the  intention  of  ministen,  for  the 
subject  had  already  undergone  an  anxious 
and  laborious  investigation,  the  reports  of 
which  were  lying  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  Though  unwilling  to  allow  of 
unnecessary  delayS|  ministers  had  there- 
fore never  wished  to  hurry  the  adoptkm. 

(SE) 
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doctrine^  be  would  rontend,  that  accord-  I  that  event  ?  The  dittorbancee  at  Bander 

were  a  mere  pretence ;  and  there  was  do 
apprehension  of  invasion  till  after  the  war 
with  France.  And,  indeed*  Franc*  was 
not  in  a  situation  either  to  iii?ade.  os,  or 
threaten  us  with  invasion,  tilt  many 
months  after  the  war  was  commenced* 
yet  the  then  ministry  did  right,  in  hb  opi« 
nion,  to  call  oat  the  militia,  and  keep  that 
force  emhodied*  Having  once  stated  the 
condition  by  whioh  that  foroe  migh|  be 
called  out,  as  long  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
state  might  render  the  possession  of  that 
arm  of  strength  necessary  to  theos,  ao 
long  the  ministers  of  the  crown  were 
justified  in  continuing  it.  Were  minister^ 
till  the  American  war  was  closed  by  rati« 
fication,  justified  in  disembodying  the 
militia  ?  He  should  be  sorry  if  any  thing 
ottered  in  the  heat  of  debate,  by  some  of 
their  lordshipsy  were  attended  with  tl»e 
e£fect  of  impressing  on  the  minds  of  nen, 
irith  swordf  in  their  bends,  thai  there  was 
no  longer  any  obligation  on  Uiem  to  con* 
tinue  their  services ;  and  that  all  pnnish* 
ment  attempted  to  be  inflicted  on^  them 
was  an  aggression  which  they  were  at 
liberty  to  resist. 

Lord  GretwiUe  rose  in  explanation.    In 
the  first  place  it  never  was  his  intention 
to  create  an  unlawful  or  onjostifiable  dis- 
content in  any  part  of  his  Majesty^s  sub- 
jects, and  least  of  all  in  any  pan* of  the 
armed  force  of  the  country.  He  would  pot 
it  to  his  noble  and  learned  friend,  with  his 
feeling,  his  love  of  law,  and  of  the  liberty 
of  the  English  subject,  supposing  hint  to 
entertain  the  same  belief  with  himself  oa 
this  subject,  if,  after  every  poblic  and  pri- 
vate endeavour  to  remove  this  grievance 
without  success,  he  would  not  have  adopt- 
ed the  course  which  had  been  that  aight 
followed  ?   He  wodd  ask  him  what  was 
the  duty  which  they  were  called  on  to 
perform,  entertaining  as  they  did  the  opU 
nion  that  the  continuing  the  militia  eaa« 
bodied  was  illegal ;  and  whether  any  coa* 
sideration  on  earth  ought  to  induce  them 
io  sit  silent,  when  they  saw  the  laws  of 
the  country  grossly  violated?    Let  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  believe  that  thia 
Act  was  dirvctly  contrary  to  law;  that  an 
armed  force  was  continued  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  thai 
all  other  modes  of  acting  had  failed  to 
efiect  the  discontinuance  of  that  forces 
would  he  think  that  he  discharged  hie 
dotv  to  his  country,  if  he  refrainwl  froaa 
declaring  this  opinion  in  his  place  in  par- 
liement?   When  be  saw  the  lews  wre§ted> 


iog  to  the  statute,  by  which  alone  govern- 
ment were  authorized  to  call  out  and  em- 
body  the  militia,  when  the  circumstances 
ceased  on  which  the  calliog  out  of  that 
force  was  made  to  depend,  that  then  they 
ought,  without  delay,  to  be  disembodied. 
Th&  period  of  ITTS,  alluded  to  by  a  noble 
viscount  was  not  in  point ;  for  then  we 
were  on  the  eve  of  a  war  with  France. 

Lord  Ellenborough  said,  it  became  him^ 
when  he  heard  the  vague  statement,  that 
so  large  a  body  of  men  as  20,000  were 
without  authority  detained  from  their  fa- 
milies, with    swords    in   their   hands  to 
avenge , their  country's  wrongs,  to  give 
his  denial  to  such  a  dangerous  doctrine, 
and  to  recommend  a  clear  and  distinct 
rejection  of  the  Address.    By  law  the 
King  was  empowered  to  draw^out  in  cer- 
tain cases  the  militia;  and  if  the  law  was 
aiient  as  to  the  period  when  the  militia 
should  agaiti  return  to  their  homes,  it  was 
because  the  power  of  determining  this  was 
one  which  the  crown  codd  exercise  with 
most  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  country, 
and  most  regard  to  the  persons  kept  in  a 
state  of  privation  by  remaining  so  embo- 
died.    When  by  law  the  king  was  em- 
powered in  certain  cases  to  call  out  the 
militia,  and  no  time  was  limited  for  the 
continuance  -of  that  force,  how  could  he 
be  limited  but  by  a  sound  prudence  in 
the   exercise    of    his   prerogative  ?    The 
noble  and  learned  lord  then  went  into  'an 
account  of  the  Insurrection  Act  of  1792. 
The  insurrection  was,  he  said,  ridiculous. 
On  the  1 3th  of  November,  some  boys  as- 
aeoibled  at  Dundee,  rung  the  bells,  set  op 
the  tree  of  liberty,  and  burnt  abont  a  hun- 
dred casks.    Before  the  departure  of  the 
post  vtrhich  conveyed  the  intelligence  of 
this  affair  to  government,  alb  the  insur- 
gents were  sleeping  quietly  in  their  beds, 
and  the  insurrection  disappeared,  never  to 
rise  again.      On  the    l6th    government 
were  informed  that  the  insurrection  had 
ceased.    On  the  1st  of  December  govern* 
ment  issued  a  proclamation^  in  which  they 
did  not  state  the  existence  of  insnrrectien, 
but  that  a  spirit  of  tumult  and  sedition 
had  lately  shewn  itself  in  acts  of  riot  and 
insurrection.    Before,  they  called  out  a 
man,  government  well  knew  that  no  insur* 
rection  existed.    It  would  be  said,  perhaps, 
that  there  was  then  an  apprehension  of  in- 
vasion ;   but  he  would,  traverse  that  fact. 
Was  there,  he  would  ask,  any  danger  of 
invasion,  till  alter  the  kipg  of  France  was 
murdcredf  and  even  till  some  mooths  after 
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at  ibey  were  in  thi<  ease,  from  their  proper 
eignificstion,  k  wm  his  doty  to  oeclare 
•uch  coovictioD*  If  those  persons  who 
were  retained^  contrary,  as  he  contended, 
to  law,  were  to  be  influenced  by  opinions 
deli? ered  in  that  House,  they  would  pro- 
bably think  that  more  weight  wu  doe  to 
.the  opinions  of  the  noble  lord  on' the  wool- 
sack, and  his  noble  and  learned  friendover 
against  him,  than  to  any  thing  which  he 
could  advance.  The  noble  Mid  learned 
lords  could  not  feel  more  strongly  than  he 
did  the  necessity  of  subordination  on'  the 
part  of  the  nilitia  to  the  government,  and 
deference  to  the  opinions  held  by  high 
authorities  in  the  law,  which  was  the  only 
safe  course  for  them  to  pursue.  Both  bis 
noble  and  learned  friends,  instead  of  meet- 
ing the  question  on  the  grounds  which  be 
ezpected-^instead  of  telling  their  lord- 
■hips  when  the  prerogative  for  which  they 
were  contending  was  created— had  put 
Ihefflselvae  on  a  level  with  the  rest  of  their 
lordshipSf  justifying  themselves  not  by 
authority  but  by  example.  When  his 
noble  and  learned  friend  over  against  him 
•poke  as  d  law  authority,  be  was  entitled 
to  the  highest  respect;  but  when  he 
wished  to  instruct  him  that  there  was  no 
danger  of  invasion  at  the  period  of  the 
Insurrection  Act,  be  had  selected  the  only 
ground  where  he  had  an  advantage  over 
him*  The  noble  and  learned  lord  could 
not  know  what  he  (lord  G.)  then  knew. 
He  bad  been  mistaken  in  both  instances. 
He  had  said  that  the  murder  of  the  king 
of  France  did  not  take  place  till  two  or 
three  months  afiter  the  calling  out  the  mi- 
litia ;  and  that  till  after  that  event  there 
wu  no  danger  of  invasion.  On  the  lOth 
of  August  1792,  the  French  king  was 
conducted  to  the  prison  which  he  quitted 
for  his  grave.  On  the  mere  fact,  then^  of 
the  existence  of  the  King  depended  the 
question  of  peace  or  war  with  France^ 
and  those  ministers  who  saw  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  beginning  of  August,  must 
have  been  careless  indeed  of  the  country 
intrusted  to  their  administration,  if  they 
had  negleeted  to  provide  for  the  events 
which  took  place.  But  the  war  might  be 
eaid  to  have  commenced  earlier,  for  a  de- 
cree WM  published  promising  assistance 
to  the  disarocted  in  every  part  of  Europe; 
and  thus  the  alarm  which  existed  in  this 
country  could  not  be  disconnected  with 
the  danger  of  invasion.  If  his  noble  and 
learned  friend  meant  that  there  could  be 
no  dabger  of  an  invasion  taking  place  the 
next  week^  or  month*  or  even  the  next 


SIX  montl^s  after  the  period  in  question* 
then  be  would  observe,  that  the  calling, 
out  the  militia  could  not  be  executed 
within  less  time  than  two  or  three  months^ 
and  when  this  did  take  place,>  it  brought 
together  a  body  of  men  perfectly  ondis* 
ciplined.  With  regard  to  the  year  1778^ 
the  case  did  not  apply.  If  the  enemy's 
fleet  had  not  been  defeated  in  the  Channel* 
the  consequence  would  have  been  the  in* 
vasion  of  this  country ;  and  the  combined 
fleets  of  France  and  Spain  made  their  ap« 
pearance  tl)«  year  following  the  defeat, 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  covering  an 
invasion.  Had  an  invasion  then  taken 
place,  it  would  have  been  doubtful  whe* 
ther  the  militia  might  have  been  sufficient 
to  prevent  very  material  detriment  to  the 
resources  of  this  country.  Probably  tho 
case  of  the  Insurrection  Act  was  brought 
forward  as  an  argumgnium  ad  hominem.  Ha 
wished  merely  to  observe,  that  there  waa 
no  part  of  his  life  that  he  looked  back  to 
with  more  satisfaction  than  the  shares 
which  he  had  in  the  government  of  this 
country  at  the  close  of  1792,  and  the  be- 
ginning of  1703.  The  noble  and  learned 
lord  had  truly  stated,  that  ministers  were 
then  anxious  to  strain  every  nerve  to  ob* 
tain  the  two  points  of  calling  together 
parliament,  and  calling  out  the  militia* 
They  wished  the  authority  of  parliament 
to  frown  down  the  opinions  which  were 
then  becoming  but  too  prevalent,  and  a 
military  force  to  repress  the  disafiected  at 
home,  who  could  be  dangerous  only  be- 
cause  of  the  countenance  given  them 
from  abroad.  But,  was  it  possible  to 
draw  the  smallest  inference  firom  this  to  a 
case  where  no  danger  was  stated  to  exist } 
No  man  could  say  that  America  threatened 
this  country  with  invasion.  We  were 
at  peace  with  France  and  with  Holland : 
not  only  at  peace,  but  in  intimate  al- 
liance. Whether  the  government  of 
1792  were  or  were  not  imaginary  alarmists, 
no  man  could  say  that  there  was  any 
danger  now ;  the  diflerenc»' between  the 
two  periods  was  no  less  than  between  war 
and  peace«  He  remained  convinced  that 
to  keep  this  force  on  loot  in  peace,  and  in 
circumstances  which  did  not  threaten  a 
rupture  of  that  peace,  was  a  direct  viola^ 
tion  of  the  constitution.  If  the  unsettled 
state  of  Europe  was  alleged  as  a  reason 
for  requiring  the  militia,  then  a  commu- 
nication to  tbiit  efi*ect  ought  to  be  made  to 
pariiament.  The  conviction  on  bis  mind 
was,  that  this  force  was  not  kept  up  for 
Ibe  purposes  which  bad  been  stated^  but 
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be  practicable  u>  resome  cash  payments 
at  the  Bank,  he  apprehended  that  all  were 
agreed .  that  each  payments  could  not  be 
resumed  by  the  Q5ih  of  March  next,  and 
that  therefore  the  Restriction  Act  most  be 
iarther  continued,  at  least  ootil  the  account 
of  our  foreign  expenditure  could  be  wound 
np^  and  until  the  state  of  our  exchange, 
and  of  the  bullion  trade,  should  be  farther 
improved.  Circumstances,  he  was  happy 
to  say,  had  occurred  within  the  last  year, 
which  held  out  the  most  favourable  pro- 
mise, as  the  state  of  our  exchange  had 
experienced  considerable  improvement, 
and  the  price  of  bullion  had  materially 
Mien.  Still,  the  further  continusnce  of 
the  Act  was  obviously  necessary,  and 
therefore  he  moved,  "  That  the  chairman 
should  be  instructed  to  move  the  House 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  conti- 
Boance  of  the  Buik  Restriction  Act  for  a 
time  to  be  limited.'' 

Mr.  Tienu^  expressed  his  concurrence 
in  opinion  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
that  it  would  not  be  practicable  to  resume 
<rash  payments  at  the  Bank  by  the  25th 
of  March  next,  and  the  only  question  was 
as  to  the  time  at  which  such  resumption 
would  be  practicable.  But  upon  this 
point  he  should  reserve  the  declaration  of 
his  semimenis,  until  the  motion  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  inquiry, 
of  which  his  noble  friend  (lord  A.  Hamit- 
ton^  had  given  notice,  should  be  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  the  House 
resumed,  and  leave  given  to  brinv  in  the 
Bill. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Friday,  Fehruaty  17. 

PaoFiaTY  Tax.]  The  Barl  of  Hard- 
Vfkke  presented  several  petitions  on  the 
siifa^t  of  the  Com  Laws,  praying  a  speedy 
revision  of  the  same;  and  among  other 
places  from  the  cowstr  of  Cambridge,  the 
town  and  vicinity  o)  Newasarket,  Wis- 
lieacb,  and  Lynn.  The  noble  earl  tiben 
presented  a  petition,  which,  he  observed, 
was  of  a  different  nature,  and  respecting 
which  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  him  te  say, 
that  he  neither  agreed  with  the  petttioners 
as  is  the  expediency,  io  the  sentiments 
expressed,  or  in  the  view  which  they  hall 
tahao  of  the  subfect  He  could  not  help 
tlnking  the  time  would  arrive  wbea  the 
piUmit  would  be  nndeoeited  npsa  theeub* 
ject ;  and  he  was  of  epioien  that  Ite  kmd 
of  tax  deprwMedr  by  tbe  MiMoiteiv  mm 
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one,  if  properly  modified  and  regulated, 
in  several  pointsof  view  less  exceptionable 
than  most  others.  After  a  few  words  in 
the  way  of  illustration,  his  lordship  moved 
that  the  petition  be  read ;  it  appeared  to 
be  from  Thomey,  in  the  Isle  of  £iy«  against 
the  renewal  of  the  property  tax,  said  com- 
plaining of  its  operation^  as  oppressive 
and  injurious.  The  Petitmn  waa  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Sir  James  Downxe.]  The  Marquis  of 
Lamdawne  said,  he  had  a  question  to  pot 
to  the  noble  earl  opposite.  He  had  been 
informed  that  an  officer  of  high  and  distin* 
goished  rank,  who  had  been,  to  a  very 
late  period,  receiving  pay  from  this  conn- 
try,  was  employed  in  the  expedition 
fitting  out  by  the  present  government  oi 
Spain  to  reduce  its  dependencies.  It  was, 
of  course,  not  the  intention  of  chis  govern* 
ment  to  continue  that  officer  in  his  rank 
and  pay.  The  officer  he  alluded  to  waa 
sir  James  Downie,  who  held  the  rank  of  a 
general  officer.  It  was  the  duty  of  so. 
vernment,  on  every  consideration  of  cha- 
racter and  policy,  to  state  their  intentions 
with  respect  to  this  officer. 

Earl  Ikuhunt  said,  that  he  was  not  aware 
that  the  officer  in  question  was  emplojred 
on  the  expedition  to  South  America,  and 
certainly  he  was  not  a  general  officer  in 
the  British  service. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowme  said,  that  he 
was  aware  that  sir  James  Downie  was  not 
a  general  officer  in  the  British  army,  bat 
that,  by  papers  which  had  been  presented 
in  another  place,  it  appeared,  that  to  a 
very  hte  period|  long  since  the  re«esia- 
blishment  of  the  Spanish  monarch}*,  be 
was  receiving  pay  from  this  country. 

Earl  Baihwu  said,  that  he  would  inquire 
into  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  h 
was,  in  fact,  the  first  time  he  had  heard 
bfiu 
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Conduct  or  Sir  Jambs  Dcft,]  Mr. 
Whiibread  said,  that  it  appeared  by  the 
paper  cooannicatad  lalatife  to  the  arrest 
of  certain  Spanish  subftcts  wha  hsd  uken 
refuge  in  Gibraltar^  that  the  object  of  the 
aMtioo  on  the  sabjeei^  was  mismkea.  It 
was  expecicd  that  by  tbe  produetiea  of 
all  correapeadenca  earnedon by  sir lamaa 
Aiff  with  lord  fiatharst  aad  the  constimted 
aothorities  oC  Gibraliar,  a  iM  aad  fair  ex- 
planaiMi  miM  ba  givM  af  hisoandnet  mi 
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preventiog  those  unhappy  and  Tirtooos 
Tictimt  of  «  bad  guverninent  from  efivcU 
ing  ibtir  escape  by  means  of  the  British 
convoy  •  Why  did  Sir  James  Duff  summon 
the  captains  of  the  ships  who  composed 
the  couToy,  and  compel  them  to  declare 
whether  any,  and  what  Spaniards  they  had 
on  board  ^  This  was  a  specific  qnestioni 
which  it  was  expected  should  be  folly  I 
answered.  .  This  subject  inTolved  poinu 
so  interesting  to  the  British  character,  and 
to  humanity,  that  the  most  satisfactory 
esplanation  of  it  should  be  giTen  to  the 
country.  He  could  not  help  remarking, 
also,  that  the  correspondence  which  ap- 
peared to  have  passed  between  Mr.  Sted* 
man  and  sir  James  Doff,  was  by  no  means 
creditable  to  the  former,  who  seemed  to 
exult  in  the  opportunity  which  he  had  of 
obliging  the  government  of  Cadiz,  by 
girinp^up  the  unfortunate  individuals  in 
question.  He  was  anxious  to  know,  like- 
^  wise,  whether  any  inquiries  had  been  made 
relative  to  the  allegations  of  Mr.  Pttig- 
blanc,  in  which  he  so  distinctly  denied 
the  stateosents  made  by  generll  Smith,  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  be  entered  the 
garrison  of  Gibraltar.  The  thing  was  alto- 
gether so  atrocious,  and  so  abominable, 
that  he  hoped,  although  no  specific  mo- 
tion should  be  made,  it  would  be  sifted  to 
the  bottom,  and  that  no  loop-hole,  or 
means  for  evasion,  would  be  left  either  to 

general  Smith,  sir  James  Doff,  or  Mr. 
tedman,  in  their  disgraceful  combination 
to  accomplish  so  unworthy  a  purpose. 
With  respect  to  another  of  those  indivi- 
duals, surrendered  by  general  Smith,  he 
meant  Correa,  he  bad  been  informed  that 
he  was  an  officer  of  distinguished  gallantry 
in  the  Spanish  army,  that  he  had  fought 
bravely  in  defence  of  Ferdinand  7,  that  he 
had  two  sons,  who  were  at  this  very  mo* 
nenC  prisoners  in  France,  one  of  whom  had 
been  wounded  eleven,  and  the  other  seven 
times.  In  the  cause  of  that  same  Ferdinand. 

(Hear,  hear  I]  And  what  was  his  offence  ? 
lis  sole  crime  was,  that  he  had  written  a 
most  ten>perate  letter,  recommending  the 
adoption  of  some  of  the  regulations  pro- 
mulgated by  the  Cortes.  For  that  crime, 
mnd  that  alone,  he  was  brought  to  trial  and 
convicted  :  and  let  general  Smith,  and  all 
who  co-operated  with  him  in  the  odious 
transactiofi,  know,  if  the  knowledge  could 
poasibly  give  them  pleasure  or  comfort, 
that  that  Correa  had  been  sentenced  to 
ten  years  hard  labour  in  the  gallies  at 
Ceuta,  where  he  now  was,  not  expiating 
aoj  oilbnee,  but  a  victim  to  the  jealous 


tyranny  of  the  Spanish  government.  [Hear, 
hear !]  He  left  those  who  were  instru* 
mental  in  heaping  such  misery  upon  the 
unfortunate  individual  to  enjoy  what  tran* 
quillity  they  could  after  their  knowledge 
of  the  melancholy  consequences  of  their 
interference.  He  hoped  sir  James  Duff^ 
who  thought  he  had  acted  with  so  much 
zeal  for  the  honour  and  interest  of  the 
British  government  in  falsifyins  his  owq 
passports,  would  be  able  to  justify  himself, 
though  he  could  hardly  conceive  any  cir* 
cum  stances  that  could  constitute  a  justi- 
fication ;  and  he  hoped,  also,  that  general 
Smith  would  be  able  to  reconcile  the 
striking  and  serious  contradiction  that  now 
appeared  in  his  own  account,  and  that  of 
Mr,  Paigblanc  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  latter  entered  the  garrison  of  Gibraltar. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
was  ignorant  whether  it  was  or  was  not 
the  intention  of  any  aentleman  to  make  a 
specific  motion  on  wis  subject;  but  he 
thought  it  was  far  more  desirabiCy  and  far 
more  regular,  to  submit  such  a  motion* 
than  to  make  a  vindictive  and  declama* 
tory  speech,  not  supported  by  any  autho* 
rity.  It  was  true,  that  general  Smith 
might  be  called  on  to  explain  his  con- 
duct ;  but  he  knew  no  mode  by  which 
the  assertions  of  a  foreign  gentleman^ 
who  thought  proper  to  make  an  appeal  to 
the  public,  could  be  brought  under  their 
consideration.  Nor  did  he  think  it  right, 
that  the  character  and  conduct  of  indivi- 
duals  should  be  attacked  on  mere  news- 
paper authority. 

Mr.  Whiihread  said,  that  his  authority 
for  making  the  speech  he  had  done,  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  characterbed 
as  vindictive  declamation,  was  to  be  found 
in  the  papers  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Puigblanc, 
whom  the  right  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to 
think  he  bad  not  seen,  it  was  very  true, 
when  last  he  mentioned  the  subject,  that 
such  was  the  fact.  But,  since  that  period 
he  had  bad  an  interview  with  that  gentle- 
man, and  he  had  stated,  in  terms  the  most 
unequivocal — terms  that  left  no  doubt  on 
his  mind  as  to  the  troth  of  his  assertions — 
that  the  allegations  contained  in  his  letter 
were  strictly  true.  That  gentleman  was 
ready  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  House. 
He  was  willing  to  attend  at  the  office  of 
the  noble  loi3,  and  to  substantiate  every 
statement  be  had  made.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  thought  it  would  be  better  if  a 
specific  motion  were  made  on  these 
papers  ;  ami  perhaps  it  might  be  so*    He 
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had  departed  from  the  promise  given  on  a 
former  evening  by  a  gentleman  connected 
with  a  miilor  department,  who  had  agreed 
that  the  truth  of  the  statement  made  by 
Mr.  Puigblanc  should  be  investigated ; 
and,  as  he  seemed  to  think,  that  the  ho- 
nour of  the  country  was  so  little  impli- 
cated in  this  afiair,  as  to  render  it  unne- 
cessary to  have  it  cleared  up,  he  (Mr. 
Whitbread)  would,  at  no  distant  period, 
move  that  those  papers  should  be  taken 
into  consideration.  In  that  event,  he  was 
sure,  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  to  whom 
an  opportunity  would  be  given  to  declare 
his  sentiments,  would  find  it  impossible  to 
screen  the  individuals  concerned  from  the 
just  indignation  of  the  House. 

SPANISH  Subsidy.]]  Mr.  Bcnnei  ob- 
served, that,  in  the  months  of  July  and 
September  last,  two  sums,  of  100,000/. 
each,  had  been  granted  by  this  country 
to  the  Spanish  government.  He  wished 
to  know  lor  what  purpose  they  were  paid  ? 
Was  it  in  the  nature  of  a  boon  to  the 
royal  virtues  of  the  Spanish  Monarch? 
Was  it  to  procure  some  petty  commercial 
advantage  ?  or  was  it,  as  he  believed  ill  to 
be,  for  the  purpose  of  fitting  out  the  expe- 
dition to  the  New  World  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
had  already  had  more  than  one  occasion 
to  state  to  the  House^  that  this  money  had 
been  paid  in  consequence  of  a  regular 
stipulation  with  the  Spanish  government. 
It  was  necessary,  after  the  conclusion  of 
peace,  that  the  Spanish  troops  should  be 
afforded  the  means  of  returning  to  the 
different  districts  to  which  they  belonged. 
It  was  on  this  account  that  the  two  sums 
alluded  to  were  granted. 

Sni  Jambs  Downib.]  Sit  John  Newport 
observed,  that  an  allowance  of  3,400 
dollars  had  been  recently  made  to  this 
officer,  who  was  now  in  the  Spanish  ser- 
vice. He  should  be  glad  to  be  informed, 
whether  the  Mr.  Downie,  who  formerly 
went  out  to  South  America  with  general 
Miranda,  for  the  purpose  of  revolutionizing 
the  people,  who  returned  to  this  country, 
and  was  employed  in  the  .commissariat 
department-^was  the  same  individual  who 
was  now  about  to  embark  under  general 
Murillo  ?  If  so,  he  was  gQin^  out  to  sub- 
due those  very  South  Americans,  whom 
he  endeavoured,  a  few  years  ago,  to  spirit 
up  to  rebellion?  He  should  also  like  to 
knoWf  whether,  while  we  abstained  from 
giving  any  assistance  to  those  Sooth  Ame* 
ricans,  we  were  justified  in  affording  aid 
to  Ferdinand  to  subdue  them  ? 
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The  Chancellor  oj  the  £rcAc}tMr  said,  that 
sir  James  Downie  had  formerly  held  a 
commission  in  the  British^service,  from 
which  he  passed  into  that  of  Spain. 
Whether  he  was  now  about  to  embark  for 
South  America,  he  could  not  say. 

Sir  John  Newport  demanded  whether  he 
was  now,  being  in  the  Spanish  service, 
receiving  pay  or  allowances  from  tbia 
government?  He  was,  it  appeared,  so 
lately  as  the  26th  of  July  last. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  the 
t|uestion  of  the  right  hon.  baronet  wouM 
be  answered  in  a  few  days,  when  the 
return  to  the  motion  of  a  noble  lord,  for 
an  account  of  all  British  officers,  in  the 
Spanish  service,  who  received  pay  or  al- 
lowance from  this  government,  was  made 
to  the  House. 

State  of  thb  Cobn  Laws.]  Mr.  Ro- 
binson moved  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  to  consider  of 
the  state  of  the  Corn  Iaws.  The  several 
Reports  which  were  made  to  this  House 
in  the  two  last  sessions  of  parliament  re- 
lative to  the  corn  trade ;  ^nd  also  the  Re- 
ports from  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  on  the  same  subject,  which,  upon 
the  23d  day  of  November  last,  were  com- 
municated by  their  lordships  to  this  House, 
were  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  said 
committee.  On  the  question.  That  the 
Speaker  do  leave  the  chair, 

Mr.  IVilliam  Smith  rose,  for  the  purpose 
of  saying  a  few  words  on  the  order  of  their 
proceeding,  as  the  matter  before  the 
House  stood  in  point  of  time.  Last  ses- 
sion he  argued  against  the  consideration 
of  the  subject,  on  account  of  the  question 
being  brought  forward  prematurely.  He 
was  still  of  the  same  opinioni  with  respect 
to  the  discussion  of  last  year;  and  he 
thought  they  entered  on  it  now,  under 
circumstances  far  more  favourable.  In- 
deed, the  time  that  had  been  gained  had 
wrought  very  important  effects.  His 
reason  for  rising  was  merely  this.  It  waa 
clearly  understood,  a  few  days  ago,  thai 
certain  measures  of  finance,  to  be  pro- 
posed by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, would  have  preceded  the  conside- 
ration of  this  question*  This  appeared  to 
him,  in  every  point  of  view,  to  be  per- 
fectly proper.  He  thought  that  the 
House  and  the  country  should  be  pot  in 
possession  of  the  right  hon:  gentleman's 
financial  plan,  before  the  subject  of  the 
corn  laws  was  touched  upon.    If  the  quea* 
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tion  merely  were,  whether  ihe  corn  laws 
•hoold,  at  the  present  moment,  be  made 
a  sabject  of  consideration,  be  should  have 
little  objection  to  the  proposition*    Bat 
he  belieyed  they  had  been  told  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  that  it  was  intended, 
in  the.  committee,  to  propose  a  certain 
price,  at  which  when  the  quarter  of  com 
arriTed,  it  would  be  lawful,  and  not  before, 
to  resort  to  importation.    Now,  it  must 
appear  to  every  person  who  had  at  all 
considered  the  sabject,  that  the  settling  of 
this  question  depended,  in  a  very  great 
degree,  on  the  amount  an^  nature  of  the 
taxes  to  be  imposed.    Without  knowing, 
accurately,  the  state  of  taxation,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  the  House  to  decide, 
whether  the  importing  price,  should  be 
65s,  T5s,  80s.  or  85«.     For  instance,  they 
should  be  given  to  understand,  decidedly, 
whether  the  property  tax  were  to  be  re- 
newed or  not?  Because  it  was  morally 
impouible  for  them  to  know  what  price 
should  be  affixed,  before  importation  was 
allowed,    unless  the  landholder  was  in- 
formed whether  he  would  be  called  on 
hereafter  to  pay  that  tax  or  not.    He 
should  also  be  glad  to  learn,  whether  cer- 
tain other  taxes  on  agriculture,  particu- 
larly the  tax  on  husbandry  horses,  were  to 
be  continued?  Because  the  continuation 
or  abolition  of  those  taxes  would  make 
such  an  alteration  in  the  cutlivation  of  the 
land;  and  the  consequent  growtk  of  corn, 
ms  would  render  a  material  difference  ne- 
cessary in  the  price  at  which  importa- 
tion would  be  permitted.    It  might  be 
paid,  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
given  an  assurance  that  the  property  tax 
would  not  be  imposed  again.     He  should 
like  to  hear  that  assurance.    He  should 
be  extremely  well  pleased  to  be  certified 
of  the  fact ;  for  he  looked  upon  that  tax 
as  an  engine  of  oppression  and  a  badge  of 
slavery.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  might 
amile  when  he  made  use  of  those  expres- 
sions;  but  he  thought  the  inquisitorial 
dominion  exercised  by  that  tax,  as  bor- 
dering upon  servitude.    At  the  same  time, 
he  was  ready  to  admit,  that  thegentlemen 
opposite  had  mitigated  its  effects,  in  a 
wav  extremely'honoorable  to  them.     If 
it  had  been  otherwise  collected,  it  would 
would  have  been  ten  times  more  oppres- 
sive.   NoW|  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
only  stated,  that  toe  property  tax  would 
not  be  renewed*  provided  his  financial 
proposition  were   acceded    to.     It  was, 
therefore,  possible,  as  this  condition  was 
asade  the  foundation  of  its  abolition,  ihat 


the  tax  might  not'  be  repealed.  In  ahis 
state  of  oncertainty,  he  should  like  to 
know,  whether  it  was  possible  for  them  to 
fix  a  limit  to  the  importation  of  corn  ?  If 
a  satisfactory  answer  were  given  to  the 
questious  he  had  asked,  which  was  not 
very  likely,  the  House  might  proceed; 
otherwise  he  thought  they  could  not,  with 
anydegree  of  propriety. 

The  Chanccliar  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  it 
would    have    been    better   if  the    hon. 
member  had  waited  till  he  was  apprised 
of  the  order  in  which  it  was  intended  to 
bring  the  two  questions  he  had  referred  to 
before  the  House.     He  would  then  have 
seen  that  the  course  meant  to  be  adopted, 
could  not  be  objected  to.    He  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  understood,  thai 
his    right    hon.   friend   (Atr.  Robinson) 
would  propose,  in  the  committee,  certain 
resolutions  for  altering  the  corn  laws ;  but 
not  so  as  to  bind  the  House.    These  reso- 
lutions would  then  be  reported,  prepara- 
tory to  their  being  printed,  after  which 
they  would  be  re-committed  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  in  the  coarse' 
of  the  ensuing  week.    The  consequence 
of  this  procedure  would  be,  that  as  he  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  would  havo 
the  honour  of  submitting  to  the  House  on 
Monday  next,  the  proposition  of  which  he 
had  given  notice,  the  House  would  bo 
enabled  to  go  into  the  consideration  of  hia 
right  hon.  fiend's  resolutions,  with  a  full 
view  of  what  he  had  proposed,  and  also 
with  a  pretty  accurate  estimate  of  the 
general  feeling,  with  respect  to  Ihe  in- 
tended alteration  in  the  com  laws.    With 
respect  to  the  property  ux,  if  the  House 
agreed  to  the  plan  he  should  submit  to 
them,  he  did  not  mean  again  to  introduce 
it.     Therefore,  for  th^  purposes  of  debate, 
it  might  safely  be  assumed,  by  any  gen- 
tleman, that  this'tax  would  be  repdded. 
Certainly  no  adrantag^  would  be  taken, 
at  a  future  period,  of  an  argument  founded 
on  this  assumption. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  if  the  riff ht  hon: 
gentleman  had  explained  as  satisfactorily 
on  a  former  evening,  every  word  he  bad 
uttered  would  have  been  unnecessary. 

The  Speaker  then  left  the  chair.  Upon 
which. 

The  Hon.  Frederick  RMnmtt  imme- 
diately rose.  He  commenced  by  advert- 
ing to  the  course  of  proceeding  which  he 
hm  adopted ;  and  observed,  that  the  only 
object  he  had  in  view,  was  to  state  to  the 
committee  the  ^neral  principles  on  which 
he  conceived  \%  would  be  expedient  for 


799]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

the  Hoose  finally  to  resolve,  aod  the 
nature  of  the  resolutions  which  it  was  his 
intention  to  submit  to  them.  He  believed 
the  forms  of  the  House  would  require,  that 
those  resolutions  should  be  printed,  which 
It  was  always  his  desire  that  they  should 
be.  The  regular  mode  of  proceeding  was, 
thai  unless  the  House  declined  entertaining 
the  propositions  at  all,  they  should  in  the 
first  instance  be  agreed  to,  and  reported 
immediately*  After  that^  he  should  move 
that  they  be  printed,  with  the  intention  of 
referring  them  to  the  House  again.  He 
was  sorry  that  his  absence,  on  a  former 
evening,  had  prevented  him  from  stating 
this.  The  question  Was  asked,  at  a  late 
hour,  when  he  had  left  the  House,  and  he 
regretted  that  that  circumstance  had  given 
rise  to  any  misapprehension.  The  House 
would  perceive,  from  this  exposition,  that 
at  was  not  meant  to  take  any  course  in- 
consistent with  full  and  fair  discussion.  If 
Ihe  length  of  time  which  had  elapsed  since 
this  subject  was  first  iitrodoced  to  .the 
House,  had  been  acoompanied  by  the 
great  disadvantage  of  in  having  now  fallen 
to  his  lot  to  renew  the  discussion  oit  this 
•tK:ca8ion— it  had,  at  least,  been  attended 
with  one  advantage,  which  had  been  pro- 
perly  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
-who  had  just  snoken  ;  it  was  attended  by 
this  great,  this  inestimable  advantage,  to  a 
question  of  this  description,  that  it  afibrded 
an  opportunity  fot  a  full,  complete,  and 
latisfactory  investigation;,  an  investiga- 
tion never  likely  to  do  mischief;  and,  in 
this  instance,  productive  of  general  good. 
It  enabled  gentlemen  of  all  opinions,  whe- 
ther directly  opposed,  or  only  exhibiting 
shades  of  difference— whether  disagreeing 
on  principle  or  degree—- to  come  to  the 
discussion  of  the  subject  with  minds  hotter 
informed,  and  more  decidedly  made  op ; 
and  it  also  enabled  them  to  supply,  from 
4beir  own  knowledge  and  information,  all 
those  deficiencies  which  might  be  observ- 
able in  his  statement. 

Re  had  never  disguised  from  himself, 
and  he  was  not  at  all  ashamed  to  confess 
it,,  the  extreme  difficolty,  as  well  as  the 
extreme  importance,  of  tlue  ijoestion.  He 
never  had  disguised  from  himself  that  it 
was  a  choice  of  difficulties.  The  com- 
asitlee  fvare  not  called  to  enter  on  a 
plain  path;  theve  was,  in  fact,  a^rtain 
evil  to  be  apprehended,  either  from  adopt- 
ing or  rejecting  the  principles  be  was 
aboat  to  aiibmtt  to  the  ooamiitee  ;  and 
therefore,  the  question  was  one  of  peovliar 
4)flkidty.  HeeotddBOthoweyerlHitfeel, 
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that  the  prejodices  op  this  subject  had^ 
from  farther  inquiry*,  been  very  mueh  re* 
moved.  He  could  not  certainly  flatter 
himself,  that  they  were  entirely  removed  ; 
for  there  were  many  thousand  persons  in 
this  country  who  judged,  and  it  was  no 
reproach  to  them,  rather  from  their  feel- 
ings, than  from  reasoning  or  reflection. 
He  knew  that  their  opinions  were  not 
changed,  nor  likely  to  be  changed ;  but, 
be  believed,  that  from  amongst  many  other 
persons,  who  opposed  an  alteration  in  the 
com  laws,  the  objections  they' originally 
entertained  were  very  much  removed* 
But,  above  all,  he  was  happy  to  see,  that 
the  misrepresentations,  for  so  he  thought 
they  were,  with  respect  to  the  motives  and 
objects  of  those  who  supported  this  mea« 
sore,  and  with  reference  to  the  efiedts 
which  it  was  likely  to  produce,  were  done 
away  with.  There  did  not  now  exist  In 
the  public  mind,  the  feeling  by  which  it 
was  befoi«e  influenced.  It  was  not  now 
supposed  that  the  object  sought  to  be  ac* 
oomplished  by  the  alteration  of  the  corn 
laws  was  the  mean,  and  base,  and  paltry 
one  of  getting,  for  a  particular  class  of 
.society,  a  certain  profit,  at  the  expense  of 
the  rest.  "  For  my  own  part,"  said  Mr. 
Robinson,  *'  i  declare  to  God,  if  I  thought 
this  was  the  motive  which  actuated  any 
individual  who  supported  the  alteration  ; 
and,  above  all,  if  I  conceived  that  such 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  measure,  no 
consideration  on  earth  could  tempt  me  to 
bring  it  forward/'  It  was,  as  he  had  be* 
fore  observed,  a  question  of  great  diffi- 
culty ;  and  the  only  motive  that  ought  to 
guide  the  House,  and  by  which  alone  he 
was  himself  guided,  was  to  do  good  to  all 
parties.  He  believed  that  the  course  he 
was  about  to  call  on  the  House  to  adopt, 
was  not  calculated  to  benefit  only  a  part- 
hot,  as  far  as  his  judgment  went,  would 
lead  to  the  general  benefit  of  all. 

In  looking  to  the  principles  which 
should  guide  their  decision,  the  House 
ought  to  recollect,  that  they  were  not 
now  in  the  situation  of  arguing,  for  ihe 
first  time,  whether  they  should  act  on 
the  principle  of  restriction  or  not.  For 
not  only  on  the  subject  of  corn,  but  on  all 
great  branches  of  trade  in^  this  country, 
they  had,  from  time  imosemarial,  pro- 
ceeded on  a  system  of  restriction.  And 
therefore,  he  contended,  they  were  net 
wow  placed  in  a  situation  of  diaoasiing 
first  principles.  They  were  not  now,  for 
the  first  time,  to  inamre,  whether  they 
ware  to  act  on  this  pnociple  nr  ndt.    Tha 
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lystem  bad  been  acted  on  for  a  long 
period,  and  we  could  not  depart  from  it 
withoot  encountering  a  frightful  reTulsion, 
which  it  would 'be  dreadful  to  combat. 
It  was  not,  therefore,  a  question  between 
restriction  and  non- restriction — but  how 
ihey  were  to  apply  principles,  that  had 
been  long  called  into  oction,  to  the  existing 
circumstances  of  the  country.  This  was 
the  only  ground  on  which  he  would  now 
recommend  (he  measure  he  was  about  to 
submit  tO' their  consideration. 

Many  of  those  persons  who  objected  to 
t  restricted  system  with  reference  to 
corn, did  not  reflect  on  this  circumstance ; 
that  they  were  flourishing,  and  realising 
immense  wealth,  in  their  own  profession, 
by  the  adoption  of  a  similar  principle. 
Tbis  remark  applied  particularly  to  one 
branch  of  our  national  manufactures, 
which  depended,  in  an  especial  degree,  on 
the  supply  of  thejraw  material  to  be  ob- 
tained in  this  country.  He  alluded  to  the 
woollen  manufacture.  It  was  known  to 
every  person,  that  wool  was  not  permitted 
to  be  exported,  even  in  the  smallest  quan- 
tity, from  this  country.  Here,  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  begged  that  he  might  not 
be  misunderstood.  He  did  not  advance, 
as  an  argument,  what  bad  fallen  from  him 
on  the  subject  of  the  woollen  trade.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say,  that  because  one  set 
of  people  were  supported  by  a  particuFar 
principle,  that  another  set  should  be 
assisted  in  a  similar  way.  That  would  not 
be  a  fair  or  generous  mode  of  considering 
the  question.  But  it  was  a  proper  re- 
tnark,  when  applied  to  those  who  were 
interested  in  the  subject,  and  who  were 
guided  by  feeling,  and  not  by  reason. 

The  effect  of  this  system  of  restriction, 
whether  from  the  operation  of  the  prin- 
ciple, or  from  the  situation  of  the  country 
during  the  last  twenty  years,  had  occa- 
sioned a  most  extraordinary  increase  in 
the  agriculture  of  this  kingdom.  An  in- 
crease which  had  inevitably,  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  thing,  been  accom- 
panied by  an  increase  of  charge  to  those 
who  purchased  and  consumed.  Because 
it  ft  as  well  known,  that  thb^e  parts  of  the 
country  which  were  so  fruitful  as  not  to 
require  a  great  deal  of  cultivation,  when 
compared  with  the  population,  could  only 
provide  sustenance  to  a  very  limited  ex- 
tent. And  in  proportion  as  that  popula- 
tion increased,  and  the  number  of  manu- 
factoring  establishments  became  extended ; 
in  the  same  proportion  did  the  call  for 
tericuKural     products    increase.       But 
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tvhence  could  the  supply  come  from  }  It 
could  only  come  from  that  Hpecies  of  land 
which  could  not  be  cultivated  without 
very  considerable  expense.  It  was .  true, 
we  gained  produce ;  but  that  produce 
must  necessarily  be  sold  at  a  dear  rate. 
This  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  situation 
in  which  they  must  always  remain,  unless 
they  had,  what  he  thought  they  never 
could  have  (and  on  that  impossibility  he 
founded  the  present  measure) — an  un- 
limited supply  of  foreign  corn,  to  make 
up  for  those  deficiencies,  which,  if  the 
poorer  land  were  thrown  out  of  cultiva- 
tion, must  certainly  be  created.  In  suck 
a  state  of  things  he'  was  convinced,  that 
this  country  would  always  be  afflicted 
with  want  and  scarcity.  This  country,  he 
was  coiivinced,  under  such  circupastances 
would  be  generally  in  a  state  of  want. 
For  a  time  there  might  be  abundance,  but» 
in  the  long  run,  we  should  be  reduced  to 
a  state  of  very  great  want  and  distress. 
In  the  first  place,  suppose  that,  relying  on 
the  importations  of  foreign  corn-— and 
paying  for  it,  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time,  at  a  lower  rate,  as  we  might  do-« 
suppose  the  consequence  of  this  to  be,  that 
our  own  produce  was  diminished.  Sup* 
pose  in  this  situation  of  things,  a  scarcity 
occurred  abroad  and  at  home — in  that  case, 
we  could  not  get  foreign  corn— and  thus 
we  should  have  to  contend  with  a  double 
deficiency.  Therefore,  he  was  of  opinion, 
on  the  whole,  not  only  that  our  security 
would  be  greater,  but  even  that  the  price 
of  corn  might,  in  the  end,  be  cheaper, 
by  home  cultivation,  than  by  depending 
on  foreign  countries.  There  were  a  thou- 
sand circumstances,  which  gentlemen 
might  easily  conceive,  to  affect  toe  supply 
of  foreign  corn.  A  state  of  war  might 
affect^t.  The  whole  supply  from  abroad, 
in  such  ^  state  of  things,  would  not  be 
enough  to  feed  the  peopik  They  would, 
therefore,  obtain  little  benefit  from  sucb 
a  system,  while  they  were  almost  certain 
of  being  afflicted  with  an  overwhelming 
evil. 

But  it  was  not  in  a  time  of  war  alone,, 
that  the  foreign  supply  might  be  pre- 
vented ;  in  a  period  of  peace,  regulations 
might  be  adopted  that  would  operate 
against  that  supply.  Let  gentlemen  look 
to  France.  No  country  in  the  world  was 
more  jealous  on  this  point,  than  she  was. 
They  bad  prohibited  the  export  of  grain, 
under  the  payment  of  a  doty,  which, 
thougb  it  might  appear  high  there,  was 
certainly  considered  cheap  here.    But  it 
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night  be  raised  indefinitely-^and  wbat  1 
were  we  then  to  do  with  our  increasing 
population  ?  The  adherence  to  a  foreign 
supply  would,  in  such  an  events  be  fatal 
to  the  agricultural  interest — and  with  it 
the  roauufacturing  interest  must  fall !  He 
would  call  upon  gentlemen  to  turn  their 
attention  to  Ireland.  The  population  of 
that  country  would  probably  be  found 
greater  than  was  supposed ;.  and  it  was 
decidedly  agricultural.  They  possessed 
BO  capita^  to  invest  in  manufactures.  That 
country  gr<ew  more  than  it  could  consume. 
Even  if  the  inhabitants  consumed  the 
same  species  of  food  which  was  made  use 
of  in  England,  still  he  believed  the'coun- 
try  produced  more  than  enough  for  their 
support.  The  Irish  did  not,  however^ 
consume  the  produce  of  their  soil.  They 
reared  it  uf)  for  sale.  And»  if  we  did  not 
purchase  it,  what  would  become  of  them? 
What  were  they  to  do,  if  they  were  driven 
from  the  home  market  by  an  unrestricted 
Importation  of  grain  from  abroad  ?  Where 
was  their  produce  to  go  to  ?  It  could  evi- 
dently find  no  room  in  other  countries, 
for  the  French  corn  might  be  sent  to  any 
other  markets,  as  well  as  to  ours ;  and  it 
was  not  necessary  for  him  to  dwell  on  the 
consequences  which  muU  naturally  re- 
sult to  Ireland,  when  thus  circumstanced, 
^ow,  they  might  be  told,  that,  on  the 
score  of  humanity,  they  ought  not  to  en« 
tertain  a  measure  which  might  raise  the 
price  of  grain  in  England.  He  should 
like  to  know,  how  this  question  of  huma* 
nity  applied,  with  reference  to  Ireland. 
He  did  not  adduce  this  as  an  argument ; 
but,  if  the  plea  of  humanity  was  intro- 
duced|  he  contended  that  it  was  as  appli- 
cable to  the  one  side  as  to  the  other — that 
it  was  as  powerful,  with  reference  to  Ire* 
land  as  to  England.  He  was  not. aware 
that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  argue  this 
question  of  principle  any  farther.  He  felt 
that  be  was  addressing  an  audience  per- 
fectly capable  of  appreciating  the  force 
of  his  argument,  if  it  had  any;  and  there- 
ibre,  he  would  not  fatigue  the  committee 
by  going  farther  into  iu  The  general  re- 
•ult  of  his  reasoning  was,  in  the  first  ptace, 
that  it  was  quite  impossible  for  us  safely 
to  rely  on  a  foreign  import.  If  they  did, 
the  necessary  effect  would  be  a  diminu- 
tion of  our  own  produce,  which  would 
become  more  and  more  extensive  every 
year,  and  consequently  call  for  a  greater 
annual  supply  from  foreign  countries — a 
•upply  which  must  progressively  increase 
as  the  agriculture  of  th^  kingdom  became 
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lesa  encouraged ;  and  that,  when  the  fatai 
moment  arrived,  the  system  of  foreign 
supply  would  prove  completely  illusory. 
The  effect  would  be  exactly  what  he  had 
before  stated-— extraordinary  misery  and 
confusion— and,  in  every  respect,  the  de- 
cided reverse  of  what  was  expected. 

The  next  point  to  be  considered  was, 
the  extent  to  which  protection  should  be 
given.  That  was  the  point  on  which, 
undoubtedly, «  difference  of  opinion  was 
most  likel}*  to  prevail.  Some  gentlemen 
would  be  for  going  considerably  higher 
than  others.  Many  thought  the  prohibit 
tion  ought  to  be  carried  to  a  price  consi- 
derably above  that,  without  he  obtained 
which,  it  was  conceived  the  agriculturiat 
could  not  cultivate.  Others  would  wish 
that  it  should  be  placed  much  lower;  and 
contend,  that,  because  a  particular  species 
and  desree  of  burthen  was  likely  to  b* 
removed,  therefore,  the  protecting  price 
ought  to  be  much  reduced.  Now,  he 
would  be  inclined  to  agree  to  the  first  of 
these  propositions,  if  the  necessary  eflecl 
of  it  would  not  be  to  bring  up  the  price 
of  corn  to  the  high^est  possible  rate,  within 
the  limits  of  the  sum  at  which  importa- 
tion should  commence.  This  certainly 
might  be  the  case  at  the  first  moment— 
but,  he  believed,  the  ultimate  result  would 
not  be  so.  He  thought  the  final  effect 
of  the  system  would  be,  to  give  such  a 
powerful  support  to  our  own  agriculture^ 
as  would  greatly  increase  the  general  pro- 
duce of  the  country.  It  would  excite  a 
strong  competition  between  the  different 
parts  of  England,  and  between  England 
and  Ireland ;  so  that  the  growth  of  corn, 
if  Providence  blessed  us  with  favourable 
seasons,  would  be  sufficiently  large  to  af- 
ford an  ample  supply  for  the  people  of 
this  country,  and  would  enable  them  to 
be  fed  at  a  much  cheaper  rate,  in  the  long 
ran,  than  could  be  efiected  by  ike  adop- 
tion of  any  other  system.  He  could  not 
conceive  why  it  should  be  supposed,  that 
such  a  measure  must  certainly  keep  up 
the  price  of  grain  as  high  as  it  could  go, 
without  coming  exactly  to  that  sum,  at 
which  importation  would  be  allowed.  The 
price  he  meant,  therefore,  to  propose  to 
the  committee,  was  80i.  for  wheat-^the 
proportion  for  other  kinds  of  grain,  to  re<« 
main  exactly  as  they  were  at  present. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  state  shortly 
to  the  committee,  the  nature  of  the  reso- 
lutions, he  felt  it  his  duty  to  submit.  First 
in  conformity  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  Report  of  last  y ear/te  trould  propose 
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that  at  »ll  ttmetf  foreign  corn,  meal^  and 
floor,  should  be  allowed  to  i}t  imported 
and  warehoased,  in  the  United  Kingdom 
—with  the  exception  of  flour  into  Ireland ; 
tor,  by  a  particular  law,  now  in  being, 
such  an  importation  was  prohibited.  But« 
with  respect  to  England,  corn,  me^t,  and 
flour,  might  be  imported  and  warehoused, 
free  of  duty ;  and  also,  at  any  tiroe>  might 
be  allowed  to  be  exported  likewise,  free 
of'  doty.  He  should  next  propose,  that 
the  average  price  should  continue  to  be 
calculated  on  the  same  principle  as  at  pre- 
sent ;  because  it  was,  practically,  the 
least  inconvenient  mode.  There  certainly 
might  be  some  objections  to  it ;  but  he 
never  heard  of  any  method  of  making 
the  calculation  more  accurately.  He 
should  say,  that  importation  for  consump- 
tion should  be  prohibited  altogether,  until 
wheat  rose  to  809.  the  quarter;  and  other 
kinds  of  grain  in  the  same  proportion  as 
at  present.  But  when  it  rose  above  the 
sum  he  had  specified,  that  it  might  be 
imported  perfectly  free,  without  the  pay* 
ment  of  any  duty  whatever.  With  re- 
spect to  our  North  American  colonies,  he 
should  propose  to  adopt -the  same  prin- 
ciple. Only  there  he  would  fix  the  price 
at  d7f.;  which,  by  an  easy  calculation, 
would  be  found  to  bear  the.  same  propor- 
tion to  tO$.  as  53s,,  there,  at  present,  bore 
to  our  tmn  price  of  <($#.  fle  would  also 
apply  to  those  colonies,  the  same  prin- 
ciple of  allowing  importation  for  ware- 
boosing,  when  com  was  under  the  maxmitm 
price;  but  it  should  not  be  permitted  for 
borne  consumption,  till  the  price  of  corn 
arrived  at  67s.  and  then  importation,  as  in 
this  country,  might  take  place  free  irom 
doty.  The  committee  would  observe  that 
the  general  outline  of  the  resolotionSj  now 
about  to  be  proposed,  did  not  involve  any. 
complicated  matter,  but  merely  related  to 
these  two  points ;  first,  whether  the  ge- 
neral principle  was  such  an  one  as  it* 
would  be  prudent  to  adopt ;  and,  second, 
whether  the  price  he  had  stated  was  that 
most  likely  to  produce  the  desired  eflect; 
and  in  the  present  stage  of  the  proceeding, 
he  requested  that  it  might  be  distinctly 
understood  that  no  decision  of  this  night 
relating -to  the  acceptance  of  his  resolutions 
should  l>e  esteemed  a  definitive  vote, 
which  would  pledge  any  individual  in  re- 
gard to  his  uKimate  opinion.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  he  should  be  pardoned  by 
the  committee  for  not  entering  into  a 
more  extensive  maze  of  detail  which  might 
ptditps  rather  embarraia  tb^  subject  t|i»p 


aSbrd  tny  additional  illustration.  .  He 
firmly  believed  the  measure  to  be  con- 
ducive to  universal  benefit,  and  would« 
therefore,  conclude  by  moving  his  resolu^ 
tions. 

The  Chairman  was  then  proceeding  to 
read  the  first  Resolution,  when 

Mr.  Robituan  again  rose,  and  begged 
leave  to  inform  the  committee  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  alter  the  mode  of  taking 
the  averages  of  the  diflerent  periods,  but 
that  of  the  manner  in  which  they  should 
apply.  He  observed,  that  there  existed 
an  objection  to  the  system  of  partial  im- 
portation—-that  if  it  were  permitted,  the 
markets  may  be  overstocke«i  for  three  or 
six  months,  and  again  suffer  a  propor- 
tional depression.  The  law  at  present 
allowed  importation  for  the  space  of  three 
months.  ]f  this  were  to  continue,  aa 
enormous  glut  at  one  period  would  be 
followed  by  a  total  want  at  another,  and 
an  excessive  variation  in  price  would  be 
the  consequence.  He  would,  therefore, 
limit  the  time  of  unrestricted  importation 
to  six  weeks  from  all  the  ports  between 
the  Garonne  and  the  Eyder,  including 
most  part  of  France,  Flanders,  and  Ger- 
many ;  and  if  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  corn  fell  below  80s.  all  iroportatioii 
should  immediately  be  stopped;  but  ho 
would  not  alter  the  original  time  with  re* 
spect  to  the  ports  of  the  Baltic ;  because 
their  distance  would  pretent  the  po8si« 
bility  of  speculation. 

1.  Resolved,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  any  sort  of  foreign 
com,  meal,  or  flour,  which  may  by  law 
be  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom, 
shall  at  all  times  be  allowed  to  be  brought 
to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  to  be  ware- 
housed there*  without  payment  of  any 
duty  whatever. 

2.  '*  That  such  corn*  meal,  and  flour, 
so  warehoused,  may  at  all  times  be  taken 
out  of  the  warehouse,  and  be  exported 
without  payment  of  any  duty  whatever. 

5.  "  That  such  com,  meal,  or  flour,  so 
warehoused,  may  be  taken  out  of  the 
warehouse,  and  be  entered  for  home  coti- 
sumption  in  the  United  Kingdom  without 
payment  of  any  doty  whatever,  whenever 
foreign  com,  meal,  or  flour,  of  the  same 
sort,  shall  by  law  be  admissible  into  thm 
United  Kingdom  for  home  consumption. 

4.  **  That  such  foreign  com,  meah  or 
flour,  shall  be  permitted  to  be  imported 
into  the  United  Kingdom*  for  home  con* 
sumption,  without  payment  of  any  duty, 
wbeoft^r  tbe  tverage  pricoe  of  the  several 
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sorts  of  British  corn,  made  up  apd  pub- 
lished in  the  maoner  now  by  law  required^ 
shall  be  at  or  aboTe  the  prices  hereafter 
specified^  viz.  Per  Qr. 

Wheat  • 80«,  ^ 

Ilye»  Pease,  and  Beans 53a, 

Barley,  Beer,  or  Bigg 40*. 

Oats  .• 26*. 

But  that,  whenever  the  ayerage  prices  of 
British  corn  shall,  respectively,  be  below 
the  prices  above  stated,  no  foreign  corn, 
or  meal,  or  flour,  made  from  any  of  the  re- 
spective sorts  of  foreign  corn  above  enu- 
ttierated,^  shall  be  allowed  to  be  imported 
or  taken  out  of  warehouse  for  home  con- 
sumption, nor  shall  any  foreign  flour  be 
at  any  time  importable  into  Ireland. 

5.  "  That  tliQ  average  prices  of  the 
several  sons  of  British  corn,  by  which 
the  importation  of  foreign  corn,  meal,  or 
^our,  into  the  United  Eangdom  is  to  be 
regulated  ^d  governed,  shall  continue  to 
be  made  up  and  published  in  t(ie  manner 
now  required  by  law  ;  but  that,  if  it  shall 
hereafter  at  any  time  appear  that  the 
average  prices  of  British  corn,  in  the  six 
weeks  immediately  succeeding  the  15th 
February,  15th  May,  15th  August,  and 
i5tb  November  io  each  year,  shall  have 
fallen  below  the  prices  at  which  foreign 
^orn,  meal,  or  flour,  are  by  law  allowed  to 
be  imported  for  b^mt  consumption,  no 
^uch  foreign  cprp,  meal,  or  flour,  shall 
be  allowed  to  be  imported  into  the  United 
tCingdom,  for  home  consumptioo^  frpm 
any  place  between  the  rivers  Eyder  and 
paronne,  both  inclusive,  ontil  a  new 
average  shall  be  made  up  and  published 
in  the  London  Gazette,  for  regulating  the 
importation  in^o  the  United  Kingdom  for 
the  sti^cceeding  quarter. 

6.  ''That  such  corn,  meal,  or  flour, 
being  the  produce  of  any  British  colpny 
or  plantation  in  North  America,  as  may 
Dow  by  law  be  imported  into  the  United 
Kingdom,  may  hereafter  be  imported  for 
home   consumption  without  payment  of 

5ny  duty  whenever  the  average  prices  of 
tritisb  corn,  made  up  and  published  as 
by  law  required,  shall  be  at  or  above  the 
prices  hereafter  specified,  vis.       Pr.  Qr. 

Wheat ^ C7#, 

Bye,  Pease,  an4  Beans ,  444« 

.  Barley,  Beer,  or  Bigg  •••• ti3». 

OaU 22t. 

But  that,  whenever  the  prices  of  British 
corn  respectively  shall  be  below  the  prices 
above  specified,  corn  or  meal  or  flour 
made  from  any  of  the  respective  aorts  of 
Qjorn  above  eauqieratedi  the  produce  of 
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any  British  colony  or  plantatioD  in  North 
America,  shall  no  longer  be  allowed  to  be 
imported  into  the  United  Kingdom  for 
home  consumption. 

7.  <'  That  5Mch  corn,  meal,  or  floor,  tha 
produce  of  any  JBritish  colony  or  planta- 
tion in  North  America,  af  may  now  by 
law  be  imported  into  the  United  King- 
dom, shall  at  all  times  be  permitted  to  ba 
brought  there  and  warehoused  without 
payment  of  any  duty  wbaterer. 

8,  *'  That  SQch  corn,  meal,  or  flour,  so 
warehoused,  may  at. all  times  be  taken 
out  of  the  warehouse  and  exported  with- 
out payment  of  any  duty  whatever. 

Q.  "  That  such  corn,  meal,  or  floor,  so 
warehoused,  may  be  taken  out  .of  ware* 
house,  and  entered  for  home  consumption 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  whenever  coro« 
meal,  or  flour,  of  the  like  description,  im- 
ported direct  from  any  such  colony  or 
plantation,  shall  be  admissible  for  home 
consumption,  but  not  otherwise.'' 

The  first  Resolution  having  been  read 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  committee, 

Mr.  PhilipM  profeased  himself  equally 
inclined  either  to  proceed  with,  or  defer 
the  discussion,  ?s  might  he  most  agreeable 
to  the  wishes  of  the  nouse«  Several  mem- 
bers  calling  out  "  go  on,"  he  began  by- 
stating  his  entire  concurrence  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  had 
moved  the  resolutions,  that  this  was  not  a 
question  on  which  the  interests  of  the 
commercial  and  agricultural  classes  were 
at  variance,  bpt  one  in  wbi^i^  those  inte- 
rests, when  fairly  and  liberally  considered, 
wou|d  be  found  to  accord  ;  for  no  resolu- 
tion upon  it  calculated  to  promote  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  country  could 
be.  adopted  without  niaterially  benefiting 
both  classes.  But  if  this  were  not  the 
case,  if  the  question  were  one  in  which 
the  interest^  of  two  or  more  descriptions  of 
our  fellow-subjects  were  opposed ;  he 
^should  say  that  it  was  the  duty  of  parlia- 
ment not  to  legislate  fof  the  advantage  of 
one  cla^s  in  contradistinction  to,  or  at  the 
expense  of  another,  but  to  legislate  for 
the  benefit  of  ^he  whole  community* 
Looking  at  the  question  under  the  in- 
fluence of  this  principle,  he  could  not 
help  feeling  and  eaipressipg  some  surprise 
at  the  occasion  of  their  present  delibera^ 
tions.  What  was  the  object  of  their  de- 
liberations ?  To  provide  a  remedy  for  the 
low  price  of  corn.  That  which  all  ages 
and  cpuntries  bad  considered  as  a  greai 
national  benefit  was  now  discovered  to  be 
a  great  eyid  agj^igll  which  we  wereimpe*^ 
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riously  called  to  legislate  in  self-defeoce. 
The  real  object  of  the  Resolutions,  how- 
ever disgoised  and  disavowed*  was  to  raise 
the  price  of  corn.  [Here  Mr.  Robinson 
expressed  his  dissent.]  Mr.  Philips  pro- 
ceeded to  say*  that  this  not  only  was  their 
object,  but  if  that  object  were  not  attained, 
the  advocates  of  the  resolutions  would  re* 
gard  them  as  nugatory.  The  right  hon. 
gentlemaq  oftust  at  least  allow  that  their 
object  was  to  raise  the  present  price  of 
grain ;  but  he  contended  that  moderation 
and  uniformity  of  price  would  be  their 
ultimate  eSect.  It  did  seem  somewhat 
inconsistent,  on  the  part  of  the  risht  hon. 
gentleman^  to  ull  the  House  that  the 
eifectual  way  to  lower  price  was  to  ac*" 
quiesce  in  a  measure  expressly  intended 
lo  raise  it.  But  how  are  this  moderation 
and  uniformity  of  price  to  be  produced  ? 
by  contracting  the  market  of  supply--* 
|hus>  while  in  all  other  instancei  modera- 
tion and  uniformity  of  price  are  found  to 
be  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the 
market  of  supply,  in  the  instance  of  corn 
they  are  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  limi- 
lation  of  it :  and  in  a  comniodity  peca* 
liarly  liable  to  be  affected  by  Ibe  varia* 
tioos  of  seasons,  moderation  and  uni- 
formity of  price,  and  abundance,  are  to  be 
attained  by  preventing  importations  fporo 
foreign  countries  correcting  the  effect  of 
the  varieties  of  climate,  and  of  a  scanty 
harvest  in  our  own.  To  him  it  appeared 
that  no  measure  could  be  better  calculated 
to  produce  directly  opposite  consequences* 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  referred 
io  Ireland  as  a  part  of  the  empire  necu» 
liarly  requiring  the  aid  of  iegislative 
interference.  Jiut  what  country  has  such 
advantages  as  Ireland  for  maintaining  in 
the  British  market  successful  competition 
with  the  foreign  importer  ?  Rich  in  the 
fertility  of  her  soil ;  growing,  as  has  been 
truly  said,  more  corn  than  is  necessary 
for  her  own  consumption;  her  price  of 
labour  low ;  and  ber  geographical  situa« 
lion  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  transport 
of  her  superabundant  produce.  Yet 
tboagb  Ireland  has  peculiar  advantages 
over  England  in  the  culture  of  grain,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  has  told  the  House 
truly,  that  England  as  welt  as  Ireland  has 
derived  the  greatest  benefit  from  the  free 
trade  in  corn  subsisting  between  the  two 
QPUntries,  Upon  what  principle,  then,  ii 
it  to  be  contended,  that  the  approximation 
to  a  freedom  of  trade  in  grain  with  other 
coantries  is  to  produce  in  the  empire  gene* 
rally  an  efiect  directly  the  revenc  of  that 
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which  England  has  experienced  from  the 
actual  establishment  of  freedom  of  trade 
with  Ireland  I  It  had  been  said  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  that  our  commerce 
had  grown  in  consequence  of,  or  at  least 
under  a  system  excluding  import  and 
foreign  competition,  that  administered  toil 
the  same  protection  which  it  was  proposed 
to  extend  to  agriculture.  On  the  efiect 
of  these  exclulive  privileges  his  opinioii 
differed  materially  from  what  he  supposed 
to  be  that  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
W|)ere  they  had  occasioned  the  establish^ 
ipent  of  manufactures  which  would  not 
have  been  created  without  them,  these 
privileges  had  operated  to  the  publiq 
injury.  They  had  misdirected  capital  to 
trades,  in  which,  so  far  from  being  able 
to  rival  other  countries,  we  were,  and 
must  always  remain  naturally  inferior  ta 
them.  They  had  compelled  us  to  buy 
fabrics  of  worse  quality  and  at  a  higher 
price  from  our  own  manufacturers,  wbicli 
we  might  have  had  of  better  quality  and 
at  a  lower  price  from  foreigners,  who  in 
return  would  have  received  from  us,  with 
a  material  increase  of  our  commercial 
wealth,  those  fabrics  in  which  we  hava 
the  means  of  surpassing  them.  In« 
stead  of  agreeing  with  (he  right  hon.  gen^ 
tleman  that  our  commerce  had  flourished 
in  consequence  of  these  exclusive  protec* 
tions,  he  (Mr.  P.)  thought  it  more  correct 
to  say,  that  it  had  flourished  in  spite  o( 
them.  Where  they  had  operated  they 
had  done  mischief;  but,  luckily  for  the 
country,  they  had  in  general  been  inope- 
rative. This  was  proved  by  the  fact,  that 
our  manufacturers  were  able  to  maintaiiv 
a  successful  competition  with  their  rivale 
in  foreign  markets,  notwithstanding  the 
charge  of  inland  carriage,  freight,  insu- 
rance and  other  expenses  to  which  their 
fabrics  were  liable.  He  was  persuaded 
that,  generally  speaking,  this  country  waa 
cheaper  and  better  supplied  with  menu* 
factured  goods  than  any  other  country  in 
the  world,  making  due  allowance  for  thoso 
eases  where  a  direct  tax  is  imposed.  And 
here  he  wished  the  committee  to  observe 
the  inconvenience  to  which  the  adoption 
of  a  mistaken  principle  might  expose  us. 
It  bad  led  us  to  form  manufactures  which 
ought  never  to  have  been  established  here, 
the  very  existence  of  which  just  reasoning 
shewed  nsmtut  have  been  disadvantageoua 
to  the  country.  But  the  manufactures 
having  been  once  established,  capitala 
engaged  in  them,  and  many  inhabitants  of  ^ 
the  country  becooee  depcudaat  oa  them  * 
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for  sobststence,  they  could  not  be  aban- 
doned without  great  mischief.  Having 
Hcted  on  a  bad  principle  we  could  not 
recede  from  it,  but  must  still  go  on  even 
after  we  were  convinced  of  our  mistake. 
It  was  because  he  thought  the  principle 
a  bad  one  that  be  was  desirous  to  guard 
against  any  farther  application  of  it. 

Hf  was  somewhat  surprised  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  made  no  remarks 
whatever  on  the  relation  between  the 
price  of  provisions,  and  that  of  labour ;  a 
question  intimately  connected  witli  the 
present  discussion,  and  one  upon  which 
much  had  been  said  by  sonra  of  the  wit- 
nesses  examined  before  the  committee  of 
the  Lords.  According  to  the  reasoning 
4)f  these  witnesses,  if  there  be  any  relation 
between  the  price  of  provisions  and  that 
of  labour,  it  is  a  relation  of  inverse  pro- 
portion. He  was  aware  that  this  opinion 
was  expressly  disclaimed  by  a  noble 
Jord  (Lauderdale)  who  had  appeared 
before  the  committee ;  but  the  opinion, 
Mr.  Philips  contended,  was  the  necessary 
result  of  his  reasoning.  [Here  the  hon. 
gentleman  read  a  part  of  lord  Lauderdale's 
evidence  in  confirmation  of  this  observa- 
tion.] He  then  proceeded  to  say,  that 
admitting  for  the  sake  of  argument  the 
noble  lord's  reasoning,  it  was  necessary 
to  consider  how  it  affected  the  present 
question.  The  committee  are  invited  to 
adopt  measures  intended  expressly  to  raise 
4be  present  price  of  corn,  and  calculated 
in  bis  judgment  to  advance  it  permanently. 
This  is  recommended  by  the  very  persons 
whose  reasoning  leads  us  to  the  conclusion, 
that  to  advance  the  price  of  provisions 
IS  the  most  effectual  way  to  lower  the 
price  of  labour.  What  is  this  but  to  urge 
us  to  raise  the  landlord,  by  depressing  the 
labourer ;  to  increase  the  wealth  of  the 
rich,  and  the  poverty  of  the  poor  ?  If  the 
reasoning  of  the  noble  lord,  and  of  those 
«who  agree  with  him,  be  just,  it  is  proposed 
to  the  committee  to  enter  upon  a  course 
which  may  lead  us,  step  by  step,  to  prove 
experimentally  what  is  the  minimum  of 
comfort,  and  food  consistent  with  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  mtfj^'muiA  of  our  population. 
Mr.  Philips  wished  the  committee  to  under- 
stand, that  he  was  not  imputing  to  the 
noble  lord,  on  whose  evidence  he  was 
commenting,  or  to  any  other  gentleman 
who  agreed  with  him  in  opinion,  that 
these  consequences  were  either  intended 
or  contemplated  by  them.  He  was  aware 
that  no  person  was  less  capable  of  intend- 
ing such  consequences  than  Ibal  noble 
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lord,  but  in  remarking  upon  hU  evidence 
it  was  necessary  to  consider  what  bis  rea« 
soning  necessarily  led  to :  and  he  defied 
any  man  to  shew  that  the  inference  which 
he  had  just  deduced  was  not  its  onavoid* 
able  result. 

In  considering  the  relation  between  the 

f^rice  of  provisions  and  of  labour,  Mr.  Phi* 
ips  observed,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
distinguish  the  countries  and  the  trades 
from  which  examples  were  taken.  In  a 
new  country  where  the  value  of  land  is 
extremely  low,  and  agriculture  rapidly 
progressive,  in  a  new  and  thriving  mann« 
facture,  the  price  of  labour  may  be  so 
high  in  proportion  to  that  of  the  neces* 
saries  of  life  as  to  be  little  affected  by  their 
fluctuations.  Whatever  may  be  their 
price,  the  wages  of  the  labourer  will  be 
more  than  sumcientfor  his  comfortable  sub- 
sistence. In  auch  a  country  as  he  had 
described,  the  price  of  labour,  as  in  Ame« 
rica,  might  be  permanently  high,  while 
that  of  provisions  was  permanently  low. 
But  this  state  of  things  cannot  exist  in  old 
manufactures,  such  as  those  generally 
established  in  this  country,  where  compe- 
tition has  reduced  profits,  and  that  reduc- 
tion of  profit  has  brought  the  wages  of  the 
labourer  to  a  level  with  his  subsistence  in 
tolerable  comfort.  In  such  manufactures 
if  you  raise  the  price  of  ptovisions  without 
proportionably  raising  that  of  labour,  to 
what  privations  and  evils  must  you  neces* 
sarily  expose  the  labourer !  He  was  ready 
to  admit  with  the  noble  lord  that,  eaieria 
parilmi,  the  immediate  efiect  of  a  high 
advance  of  provisions  might  probably  be 
a  reduction  of  the  price  of  labour ;  because 
labourers  being  desirous  of  obtaining  the 
same  comforts  that  t^hey  had  been  used  to; 
might  be  stimulated  to  more  diligence. 
They  might  work  sixteen  hours  instead  of  ' 
ten ;  and  thus  the  competition  for  employ- 
meat  being  increased  among  the  same 
number  of  workmen,  without  any  increase 
of  demand,  the  price  of  labour  might  fall. 
But,  will  any  person  contend  that  thta 
state  of  things  can  long  continue  }  The 
labourer  must  go  to  the  parish,  or  turn 
to  some  more  profitable  employment,  if 
by  chance  any  can  be  found,  or  he  must 
emigrate*  or  work  himself  out  by  over- 
strained exertion.  The  proportion  being 
then  altered  between  the  demand  for 
labour  and  the  supply,  its  price  will  rise« 
This  effect  sooner  or  later  most  happen ; 
but  till  it  has  actually  taken  place  how 
dreadful  most  be  the  situation  of  the 
labourer !  Soldiers  or  saitors  nay  no  doobi 
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be  pot  to  a  short  allowance,  and  for  a 
time  subtist  upon  it;  but  will  any  man 
therefore  contend*  that  they  can  perma- 
nently be  kept  on  such  allowance  ?  The 
established  order  of  things,  the  constitation 
of  oar  common  nature,  (said  Mr.  P.)  makes 
it  equally  impossible  for  a  high  price  of 

f provisions  to  consist  permanently  with  a 
ow  price  of  labour. 

After  this  reasoning  Mr.  Philips  pro* 
ceeded  to  examine  the  tables  of  prices  of 
provisions  compared  with  those  of  labour, 
which  lord  Lauderdale  had  .delivered  to 
the  committee  of  the  Lords.  He  obserredi 
that  if  bis  reasoning  were  just,  it  would 
explain  those  tables,  while  the  tables 
themselvei  would  serve  as  a  test  of  his 
reasoning.  After  remarking  that  there 
had  been  a  considerable  fluctuation    of 

f)rice,  that  of  labour  being  sometimes 
ow  while  the  price  of  wheat  was  high, 
lie  stated  the  average  of  each  as  collected 
from  the  tables,  and  informed  the  com- 
mittee that  he  had  asked  the  hon.  member 
for  Glasgow  (Mr.  Finlay)  whether,  in  the 
respective  articles  of  manufacture  referred 
to,  such  average  price  of  labour  was  a 
fair  price  for  the  workman  to  receive  at 
the  given  average  price  of  wheat«  The 
answer  of  that  hon.  gentleman,  than  whom 
no  person  was  more  capable  of  forming  a 
correct  judgment  on  the  subject^  uniformly 
was,  '*  that  in  his  opinion  the  given  price 
of  labour  bore  a  very  fair  proportion  to 
that  of  wheat'* 

Having  thus  shown  both  by  reasoning 
and  by  reference  to  facts,  that  the  price 
of  provisions  roust  ultimately  and  on  the 
average  regulate  that  of  laboari  he  pro- 
ceeded to  show  the  effect  that  an  advance 
of  provisions  must  have  on  our  mannfac- 
tnring  interests.  And  here  Mr.  Philips 
aaid,  that  he  wished,  on  such  topics,  to  re- 
duce his  reasoning  aa  much  as  possible  to 
nomerical  calculation.  He  would  sup- 
pose, for  the  nke  of  argument,  without  at 
all  entering  into  the  enquiry,  that  three- 
fifths,  or  60  per  cent,  of  the  labourer's 
wages  were  spent  in  provisions,  and  that 
provisions  were  SO'per  cent,  dearer  here 
than  they  were  in  France,  or  any  manu- 
facturing country  on  the  continent.  By 
multiplying  60  by  80,  and  dividing  by 
100,  the  committee  would  aee  that  the 
excess  of  the  price  of  labour  here  above 
that  of  France  would,  from  these  datas,  and 
according  to  his  reasoning,  be  48  per  cent. 
He  wished  the  committee  to  consider  what 
most  be  the  effect  of  such  an  excessive 
price  of  labour  employed  in  our  manufac* 
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tures,  when  compared  with  the  low  price 
of  labour  employed  in  the  manufactures  of 
France,  and  what  an  advantage  it  must 
give  to  the  French  manufacturers  in  their 
attempts  t«  rival  us  on  the  continent* 
And  here  he  begged  the  committee  not 
to  delude  themselves  with  the  notion,  that 
because  our  manufactures  had  hitherto 
been  superior  in  some  i^espects  to  thosf 
of  other  countries,  that  superiority  would 
be  easily  maintained.  Our  advantage 
had  been  principally  in  our  superior  ca* 
pital,  and  establishments,  and  in  the  dis«> 
ciplined  industry  of  our  workmen.  Bui 
capital  did  not  belong  exclusively  to  thia 
country.  It  might  easily  be  exported 
wherever  it  could  be  the  most  profitably, 
employed.  He  had  not  had  an  opportu* 
nity  of  seeing  the  cotton  manufactures  of 
France,  but  he  had  conversed  with  several 
gentlemen  more  capable  than  himself  of 
judging  correctly  or  them,  and  among  the 
rest  with  the  hon,  member  for  Glasgow, 
before  referred  to,  who  bad  lately  visited 
that  country ;  and  they  all  concurred  in 
expressing  their  great  surprise  at  the  state 
of  those  manufactures,  at  the  extraordi- 
nary progress  which  had  been  made  in 
them  during  the  war,  and  at  the  excellent 
fkbrics  which  they  produced.  In  France 
establishments  in  all  the  diflerent  brancbea 
of  the  cotton  trade  are  formed,  and  a  large 
body  of  Jabouren  and  skilful  mechanics 
is  trained  in  them.  The  people  and  the* 
govemmeniare  zealous  to  encouraga  these 
manufactures,  in  which  every  gentleman, 
at  all  coniversant  with  such  subjects,  must 
know  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  prevent 
any  improvements  made  by  our  owa 
countrymen  from  being  introcluced.  The 
contest  in  the  foreign  market  is  beginning 
between  the  French  and  British  manufac- 
turer, and  he  believed  it  would  be  a  severe 
one.  Let  us  (said  Mr.  Philips)  not  aid 
our  rivals  in  the  struggle.  If  we  artifi- 
cially raise  the  price  of  provisions,  we 
shall  raise  the  price  of  labour,  and  in  the 
same  proportion  we  shall  assist  our  rivals 
against  ourselves.  Da  what  we  will,  the 
price  of  provisions  and  labour  mist  be 
higher  here  than  on  the  continent.  Let 
not  parliament,  therefore,  unnecessarily 
and  spontaneously  increase  the  evil.  Here 
Mr.  Philips  referred  to  a  passage  in  Mr. 
Malthus's  Observations  on  the  Corn  Laws^ 
where  the  writer  states  that»  «<  it  must  be 
allowed  that  a  country,  which  pouessea 
any  peculiar  facilities  for  successful  exer- 
tion in  manufacturing  industry,  can  never 
make  a  full  and  complete  use  of  its  ad«. 
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vantages,  anlest  the  price  bf  its  laboar 
and  other  commodities  be  reduced  to  that 
level  compart  with  other  countrieii  which 
reflults  from  the  most  perfect  freedom  of 
Ihe  corn  trade/' 

But  we  are  told,  that  we  ought  to  pro- 
duce corn  sufficient  for  our  own  consump- 
tion, lest  in  time  of  need  foreign  nations 
ihoold  endanger  our  very  existence  by 
refusing  us  a  supply.  This  fear  appeared 
to  him  chimerical.  Is  it  possible  (said 
Mr.  Philips)  tp  suppose,  that  the  richest 
*  nation  in  the  wocld.  a  nation  having,  sn- 
less  you  artificially  raise  the  price  of  pro- 
visions, the  greatest  variety  of  thd  best 
and  cheapest  commodities  to  ofier  in  ex- 
change for  any  articles  imported  into  it ; 
that  such  a  iiiation  is  to  be  starved,  if  it 
does  not  produce  a  sufficiency  of  corn  for 
its  subsistence ;  because,  forsooth,  other 
nations,  wanting  its  commodities,  and  hav- 
ing more  corn  than  they  can  consume, 
will  refuse  to  relieve  its  deficiency  out  of 
Iheir  own  superfluity  ?  It  does  not  at  the 
present  moment  seem  probable  that  tU 
tempts  will  again  be  made  to  destroy  our 
commerce  equal  in  power  and  malignity 
with  those  directed  against  it  by  Buona- 
parte!  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  immense 
means  of  hostility  which  be  possessed,  he 
found  that  even  be  could  not  prevent  us 
from  receiving  com  when  we  wanted  it. 
Surely  tb6  committee  will  not  be  per- 
tmlded  that  we  ought  to  overlook  or  reject 
Advantages  arising  to  the  country  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  things,  merely  to  guard 
against  the  recurrence  of  such  an  extra- 
ordinary and  unprecedented  combination 
of  circumstances  as  may  never  again  take 
place*  Here  Mr.  Philips  remarked,  that 
oar  geographical  position  gave  us  assu- 
rance of  security  and  peculiar  advantages 
in  the  corn  trade,  fixed  as  we  are  between 
the  countries  producing  and  exporting 
grain,  and  those  regularly  importing  it. 

It  appeared  to  iiim  that  one  of  the  ob- 
jections incident  to  the  system  of  our  corn 
Jaws  was,  that,  by  generally  excluding 
import,  they  prevented  foreigners  from 
providing  beforehand  for  our  supply  in 
case  of  need.'  On  such  occasions  the 
fear  of  wanting  the  food  necessary  for  our 
subsistence,  spread  through  ihe  country, 
and  prices  rose  irery  high,  and  very  ra« 
pidly.  If,  on  the  contrary,  importation 
were  generally  permitted,  foreign  nations 
who  grow  corn  would  make  ample  provi- 
sion ior  our  supply  in  all  circumstances, 
and  prevent  such  sodden  and  violent  fluc- 
taations  of  price.    If  the  fear  of  wanting 
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supply  in  case  we  do  not  product  all  the 
corn  necessary  for  our  subsistence,  be  not 
visionary,  but  well  founded,  why  is  it  not 
expressed  in  reference  to  another  commo- 
dity, the  next  in  importance  to  our  se- 
curity, l)£cause  essential  to  the  very  exist- 
ence of  our  navy?  He  alluded  to  the 
article  of  hemp.  Yet  we  find  that  our 
fleets  can  sail  the  undisputed  masters  of 
the  ocean,  though  we  do  not  grow  hemp 
sufficient  for  rigging  them.  Here  Mr. 
Philips  expressed  his  diffidence  respecting 
the  calculations  of  remunerating  prices 
which  bad  been  offered  to  the  committees. 
On  this  subject  the  witnesses  had  differed 
greatly  from  one  another.  It  must  be  ob- 
vious, that  the  remunerating  price  wilt 
vary  with  the  varieties  of  skill  and  capital 
employed  in  cultivation,  with  the  nature 
of  the  soil,  the  state  of  the  currency,  the 
wages  of  labour,  the  parochial  and  other 
taxes,  and  in  short  with  the  price  of  all 
the  commodities  necessary  to  the  farmer's 
use  and  consumption.  If,  as  he  had  con- 
tended, the  price  of  provisions  ultimately 
regulates  that  of  alt  other  commodities,  a 
very  great  proportion  of  the  expenses 
incident  to  the  farmer  must  fall  with  iha 
reduced  price  of  his  produce.  The  re- 
peal of  the  income  tax  must  also  contri- 
bute towards  lowering  the  remunerating 
price.  Under  all  the  circumstances  of 
our  present  situation,  it  appeared  to  him, 
that  the  committee  had  not  the  means  of 
making  even  a  tolerably  correct  estimate 
of  the  remunerating  price  for  the  growers 
of  corn,  and  were  certainly  not  possessed 
of  information  sufficient  to  enable  them  to 
decide  permanently  at  what  price  impor- 
tation should  be  prohibited. 

Mr.  Philips  said  he  was  aware  that,  in 
proportion  as  a  greater  quantity  of  inferior 
land,  of  land  less  adapted  to  tillage^  is 
brought  into  culture,  the  remunerating 
price  will  rise.  But  he  entertained  doubts 
of  the  policy  of  offering  artificial  encou- 
ragement to  the  extended  tillage  of  such 
soils,  which  the  evidence  given  to  the 
committees  shews  can  be  cultivated  only 
at  a  greatly  increased  expense.  But  if 
you  are  to  encourage  by  legislative  enact- 
ment the  indefinite  tillage  of  your  worst 
lands,  what  is  now  a  remunerating  price 
will  soon  be  found  insufficient,  and  parlia- 
ment, after  the  intervals  of  a  very  few 
years,  may  be  regularly  required  to  turn 
iarmers  again,  to  make  fresh  calculations 
of  remunerating  prices,  and  to  raise  the 
price  at  which  importation  is  to  be  pec^ 
mitted« 
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Here  Mr.  Philips  read  the  following  ex- 
tract from  Mr.  Malibus^s  pamphlet,  be- 
fore referred  to :  '*  The  general  principlefl 
of  political  economy  teach  us  to  buy  all 
our  commodities  where  we  can  have  them 
the  cheapest;  and  perhaps  there  is  no 
general  rule  in  the  whole  compass  of  the 
acience»  to  which  fewer  justifiable  excep- 
tions can  be  found  in  practice.  In  the 
simple  ?iew  of  present  wealth*  population, 
and  power,  three.of  the  most  natural  and 
just  objects  of  national  ambition,  I  can 
hardly  imagine  kn  exception ;  as  it  is  only 
by  a  strict  adherence  to  this  rule  that  the 
capital  of  a  country  can  ever  be  made 
to  yield  its  greatest  amount  of  produce. 

"  It  is  truly  suted  by  Adam  Smith,  that 
by  means  of  tride  and  manufactures,  a 
country  may  enjoy  a  much  greater  quan- 
tity of  subsistence,  and  consequently  may 
baTe  a  much  greater  population  than  what 
its  own  lands  could  afford.  If  Holland, 
Venice,  and  Hamborghi  had  declined  a 
dependence  upon  foreign  coontriea  for 
their  support,  they  would  always  have 
remained  perfectly  inconsiderable  states, 
and  never  could  have  risen  to  that  pitch 
of  wealth,  power^  and  population,  which 
dntingoisbed  the  meridian  of  their  career.'' 

He  observed,  that  there  were  two  ways 
of  equalising  subsistence  and  population, 
one  by  increasing  food,  the  other  by 
limiting  population,  and  warned  the  com- 
mittee against  beinff  led  into  measures 
whose  tendency  might  be  to  produce  that 
effect  in  the  latter  way.  Why  (said  Mr. 
Philips)  should  a  commercial  and  manu- 
facturing country  like  this,  have  such  a 
jealousy  and  dread  of  the  importation  of 
corn?  An  importation  of  corn  cannot  take 
place  without  a  corresponding  export  of 
commodities  on  which  British  industry 
has  been  employed.  That  export  will  in- 
crease^your  national  wealth,  that  wealth 
will  increase  your  population,  and  that 
increased  population  will  produce  an  in- 
creased demand  for  your  agricultural  pro- 
duce. In  this  way  will  all  the  great  inte- 
rests of  the  country  be  much  more  efiec- 
toally  and  permanently  benefited,  than 
by  a  system  of  restrictions,  and  exclusive 
privileges,  at  variance  with  the  best  prin- 
ciples established  in  the  science  of  poli- 
tical economy,'  and  which«  he  had  before 
contended,  had  produced  injury  rather 
than  advantage  to  the  empire. 

Mr.  Philipa  observed,  that  no  country 
was  so  interested  as  this  in  establishing 
Ihe  principle  of  free  trade,  because  no 
other  country  could  profit  equally  by  the 
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general  recpgnition  of  that  principle. 
Foreign  nations  robtaking,  like  the  advo- 
cates of  the  regulations  before  the  com* 
mittee,  the  circumstances  which  have 
operated  against  our  wealth  for  the  causes 
of  it,  are  now  following  our  example. 
They  are  prohibiting  or  imposing  re- 
straints on  the  import  of  our  fabrics,  in 
order  to  encourage  their  own  manufactures, 
from  which  they  will  receive  inferior  fa- 
brics at  a  higher  price.  Let  us  convince 
them,  by  an  example,  of  thtsir  mistake.  I..et 
us  convince  them,  that  by  leaving  industry 
and  enterprize  unfettered,  and  by  allowing 
capital  to  take  its  natural  and  voluntary 
direction,  we  -are  persuaded  that  the  true 
interests  of  this  country,  and  of  every 
other  will  be  most  effectually  promoted. 

Mr.  Philips  proceeded  to  say,  that 
Great  %Britain  was  geographically  a  com- 
mercial country,  that  commerce  had  sti* 
mulated  her  agriculture  rather  than  agri- 
culture had  stimulated  her  commerce.  It 
had  given  wealth  to  her  people,  attd  dif- 
fused fertility  over  her  soil.  Take  care^ 
said  he,  that  in  attempting  to  change  tho 
natural  character  of  your  country,  you 
do  not  stop  the  progress  of  national  pro- 
sperity. At  the  present  moment  a  great 
fall  in  the  price  of  agricultural  produce 
has  spread  a  panic  among  farmers  and 
land-owners.  Such  occurrences,  whenever 
they  take  place,  either  in  agriculture, 
manufactures^  or  in  any  other  branch  of 
commerce,  proddce  serious  inconvenien- 
cies,  and  evils,  which  every  person  roust 
deplore.  They  are  incident  taall  sudden 
changes  in  the  political  relations of.a  coun- 
try, whether  from  peace  to  war,  or  from 
,  war  to  peace.  It  is  certainly  very  desirable 
to  lighten  the  pretsiire  of  such  a  temporary 
evil  as  much  as  possible ;  and  if  any  tem- 
porary*measttre  should  be  brought  forward 
for  that  porpoae,  it  would  have  bis  cordial 
support.  But  he  did  not  see  the  neces- 
sity of  applying  a  permanent  regulation 
to  an  evil  that  he  conceived  to  be  only- 
temporary,  particularly  as  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  regulation  proposed  would 
raise  permanently  the  price  of  provisions* 

Mr.  tVcMiem  contended,  that  any  injury 
sustained  by  agriculture  would  be  felt  by 
no  class  of  tiie  community  more  severely 
tban^y  the  merchants  and  the  labourers. 
It  was  well  done  on  the  part  of  the  House 
last  session,  to  refer  the  consideration  of  this 
important  subject  to  the  present  period. 
Every  coiuideration  was  due  to  the  feelings 
of  the  people,  especially  on  such  a  subject. 
It  was  doe  to  them  to  convince  them  that 
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the  proposed  measure  would  be  as  beneft- 
ciai  to  them  as  to  those  to  whom  h  more 
immediately  applied.  Every  thing  cal- 
ealated  to  render  the  ibod  and  comforts  of 
the  lower  classes  cheap  and  accessible, 
was  comprehended  in  the  propositions  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite.  By 
the  laws. of  king  William  the  principle  of 
these  propositions  had  been  carried  to  a 
mnch  greater  extent.  The  obj^iit  of  those 
laws  was  to  encourage  the  agricolture  of 
this  ctHintry,  and  render  os  independent 
on  any  foreign  country  for  our  supply  of 
corn.  Exportation  was  for  that  purpose 
encouraged  by  bounties,  and  importation 
prevented  by  duties  so  high,  as,  in  fact,  to 
amount  to  a  total  prohibition.  The  pro- 
positions of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
though  in  the  same  spirit  as  king  William's 
hiws,  went  by  no  means  to  the  same 
extent  They  were  founded  on  a  view  of 
the  comparative  prices  of  grain,  nnder 
which  the  landed  and  the  commercial 
interests  first  began  to  thrive,  had  thriven, 
and  continued  to  thrive  down  to  the  pre- 
sent  day.  Our  manufoctures  bad  risen  to 
ftheir  existing  elevation  tmder  similar  re- 
strictions. The  present  object  was  to 
adapt  the  principle  of  ancient  laws  to 
modern  exigencies,  in  siich  a  way  that  no 
danger  might  ensue.  His  hon.  friend 
who  had  just  spoken,  was  apprehensive  of 
Iho  enhancement  of  the  price  of  the  necet* 
series  of  lifo.  He  would  meet  his  hon. 
iriend  on  that  ground.  He  woi>ld  contend 
^at  the  principle  of  the  meaaure  proposed 
was  calculated  to  render,  and  in  eflfeei 
would  render  bread  cheaper,  than  the 
principle  espous^  by  his  hon.  friend. 
He  would  state  this  proposition-— that  the 
price  of  food  in  this  country  mast  and 
would  come  up  to  the  price  at  which  the 
producer  of  it  would  receive  a  remu- 
neration adequate'  to  the  remunera- 
tion derived  from  other  trades  and  mano- 
foctores.  In  saying  this,  he  consid^fsd 
the  comforts  and  the  security  of  capital 
in  agriculture  as  part  of  its  profits ;  so 
that  although  the  profits  of  the  agricul- 
turist were  never  equal  as  money  profits, 
those  comforts  and  that  secority  of  capital 
supplied  the  deficiency ;  and  with  respect 
to  the  importation  of  foreign  com,  that 
bad  its  limits— natural,  such  as  the  increas- 
ing wealth  and  population  of  the  cmintries 
whence  it  was  exported— artificial,  such 
as  the  policy  of  dtflerent  governments,  or 
their  impolicy,  or  the  occasional  dissatis* 
faction  x>f  the  people,  to  which  govern- 
meuts    roust  necessarily    give  way,   or 
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changes  of  administration,  &c.  &c.  In 
France,  at  the  present  moment,  the  export* 
ation  of  corn  would  cease  by  law  when 
corn  became  49«w  a  quarter.  What  secu- 
rity, then,  had  this  country  for  a  constant 
supply  ?  But  the  laws  of  king  William, 
instead  of  making  her  dopendeni  npon 
foreigners  for  a  supply,  rendered  her  an 
exporting  country  herself*  At  one  time 
Groat  Britain  experted*  annoalty  upwards 
of  600,000  quarters  of  com.  Bui  m  ]  76S 
we  stopped  the  export^  and  admitted  com 
firooa  all  parts  of  the  world  at  40f*  wbich 
was  before  the  export  pricoi  Here  was  a 
great  and  materkU  ebaaige*  II  the  amounS 
of  tonnage  which  had  entered  the  British 
porta,  within  the  last  three  or  four  years, 
were  estimated>  it  would  be  fonnd  to 
amonat  to  about  1,500,000  tons ;  but-  two 
thivds  of  the  whole  tonnage  entering  Bri« 
tish  ports»  would  only  bring  os  5  miN 
lions  of  grain.  In  1764,  the  Preach  issued 
a  decree  respecting  the  trade  in  grain,  to 
the  efiect  that  all  corn  expovted  should  bo 
conTcved  in  French  ships,  aavigased  by 
French  seamen.  What  should  prevent 
other  countries  from  adopting  thi*  practico 
if  the}'  found  we  depended  on  then  for 
food  for  ear  manufoctoren  ?  If,  then,  thia 
country  placed  herself  in  such  asiSuasion 
as  to  reqttive  the  food,  she  placed  herself 
in  a  state  of  double  depeiidence.  If  fo- 
reign countries  wit hbeld  their  markets  frana 
our  maaufactnres  and  their  corn  firom  our 
people,  m  what  a  situation  shaald  we  be  ? 
SoaM  people,  however,  thought  of  nothing 
bat  oaclMaiing,  GKve  us  a  brisk  demand. 
Thus -for  he  had  argued  with  the  view  of 
shewing  that  the  price  of  grain*  would  not 
be  enhanced  by  the  system^  long  aso 
adopted,  and  which  they  were  now  meialy 
caHad  on  to  continue,  but  that  on  the  can* 
trary,  for  any  term  of  years»  the  price 
would  be  lower  than  by  the  system  for  the 
enoouragement  of  forei^  com.  Were 
we  to  be  dependent  on  foreign  coaatriea 
for  any  considerable  part  of  our  food»  the 
constant  alarm  and  dread  of  a  foilura  ia 
the  supply  which  this  would  give  rise  to, 
would  trequently  enhance  the  price  mnch 
more  than  it  ever  could  reach  tmder  tho 
regulated  system.  Consider,  for  instance, 
what  would  be  the  consequence  if  a  fleet 
from  the  Baltic  was  delayed  beyond  its 
usual  time?  If  he  were  to  allow  thai 
there  was  a  necessity  that  grain  shoaM  ha 
higher  in  this  country  than  in  foreign 
countries,  that  necessity  arose  out  of  oar 
taxation.  But  tbis  difference  did  not  need 
to  give  that  asrious  alarm  to  our  raanofac* 
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turert  which  they  •eerocdto  feel— -Mid  lie 
weoid  give  bis  reatoni  why.  Graio  was 
not  higher  io  proporiioo  in  this  country 
lo  whet  it  wa«  in  foreign  couniriei  now, 
then  it  was  sixty  years  ago.  On  this 
aalgecl^  he  confessed,  he  was  not  possessed 
of  such  ample  inibraiatioo  as  he  could 
wish.  Bnt  be  would  take,  with  regard  lo 
France,  the  infoimation  furnished  by  M. 
de  Montesquieu^  the  minister  of  the  into* 
riort  who  in  his  propei  of  a  law.  to  regulate 
the  esportalion  of  graioj  went  back  a 
considerable  way  in  his  examination  of 
the  prices  in  Frsnce.  According  to  this 
profeit  from  1750  to  1788,  the  price  of 
wheat  in  France,  was25f.  \0d.  per  quarter 
English  money.  During  the  same  period 
of  thirty  years,  it  was  at  46s,  in  England. 
At  present,  the  a? erage  price  of  wheat  in 
France  was  45t, ;  and  he  would  take  it  in 
England  at  80f«  It  was  j^brious,  there- 
fore, that  the  proportion  between  the 
{uices  of  she  two  countries  bad  not  in* 
creased ;  and  if  the  difference  formerly 
did  not  prevent  tbe  success  of  our  manu* 
factures,  he  did  not  see  why  it  ought  to 
produce  that  effect  now.  The  price  of 
grain  in  England  and  France  being,  in  tbe 
wrmer  period,  as  'i6«.  to  46s. ;  and  at  pre- 
sent, as  45s.  to  80f.  M.  de  Montesquieu, 
in  speaking  of  the  prices  up  to  which 
grain  might  be  exported  in  France,  ob- 
served, that  AOs.  or  5Qf .  a  quarter  was  such 
a  price  as  the  people  of  that  country  were 
always  able  to  bear.  It  was  net,  be  then 
•aid,  their  true  interest  that  grain  should 
fall  too  much,  for  their  wages  would  fall 
in  proportion,  and  the  other  objects  of 
their  expenditure  not  falling  at  the  same 
time,  the  workmen  would  thus  run  a  risk 
ef  beiog  in  a  %rorse  situation  than  before. 
What  was  most  injurious  to  tbe  poor  was, 
the  frequent  and  rapid  transitions  from 
low  prices  to  scarcity.  That  class  was 
well  known  to  be  bad  economists;  and 
they  frequently  suffeied  greatly  before 
they  submitted  to  change  their  bidjits.  A 
moderate  price,  exempt  from  vicissitudes, 
was  more  advantageous  to  them  than  a 
trifling  economy  in  times  of  abundance ; 
for  i(  wm  well  known  that  the  too  great 
facility  of  procuring  subsistence  was  often 
destructive  of  their  morals  and  activity. 
With  respect  to  the  manufacturer,  be 
«dded,  if  be  pays  a  little  more  to  bis 
workmen,  he  can  lay  it  on  bis  goods,  and 
be  ought  thetefore  to  be  indiflerent  to  a 
alight  augmentation.  The  internal  com- 
auraers  being  tbe  proprietor  who  has  sold 
bis  wheat  to  advanuge,  and  the  workman 


who  has  received  better  wages,  ihey  are 
all  enabled  to  augment  their  enjoyments, 
and  consume  more  manufactured  goods. 
If  grain  were  to  fall  so  low  as  some  maoo« 
facturers  would  wish,  who  would  purchase 
their  goods  ?  Certainly  neither  tbe  pso* 
prietor,  the  farmer,  nor  the  labourer. 
Such  were  the  observations  of  the  Frencb 
minister  of  the  interior,  and  they  were 
certainly  deserving  of  the  most  serious 
attention. 

His  hon.  friend  behind  him  (Mr.  Philips) 
seemed  to  him  to  have  contemplated,  with 
great  composure,  the  absolute  destruction 
of  the  agriculture  of  a  great  part  of  tha 
country.  According  to  him,  certain  poor 
districts  of  this  country  ought  to  give 
way  to  certain  rich  districts  of  France 
and  Flanders.  He,  for  one,  confessed  that 
he  did  not  well  understand  this  policy. 
Did  not,  be  weuki  ask,  these  poor  dis- 
tricts afford  a  market  to  onr  manufitc- 
turers?  Bid  not  Ireland,  for  example, 
take  our  manufactures  in  return  for  her 
produce  ?  Was  it  not  safer  to  rely  on  such 
a  market,  than  on  one  in  other  countries  ^ 
Of  the  one  we  might  be  deprived,  but  of 
tbe  other  we  could  not.  We  ought, 
therefore,  in  fairness,  to  give  way  some* 
thing  in  extent  of  market,  in  considera* 
tion  of  the  great  advantage  of  security. 

He  would  new  advert  to  the  subject  of 
reduction  of  rents,  it  was  very  common 
with  tradesmen  and  others  to  si^,  let  rente 
be  reduced.  Suppose  reqts  were  to  be 
reduced  one  half,  what  would  be  the  con* 
sequence?  One  of  two  things  must  fol- 
low. Either  the  tradesman  most  lopk  into 
his  ledger,  and  see  what  the  landlord's 
expenditure  was  last  year,  and  if  the  rent 
were  reduced  one- half,  write  off  from  tha . 
ledger  one-half  of  last  year's  bill :  or 
that  one-half  of  rent  mw^  purchase  as 
much  as  the  whole  of  the  former  year. 
What  would  be  the  consequence  to  the 
journeymen  ?  In  the  one  case  the  trades- 
man would  be  obliged  to  turn  off  ono 
half  of  them  ;  and  in*  the  otiier  case,  to 
reduce  their  wages  one^bslf.  But  why 
were  the  manufacturers  so  anxious  for 
a  low  price  of  grain }  They  did  -  not 
wish  this,  because  they  supposed  it  bene* 
ficial  to  tbe  labouring  classes.  Thej 
wished  low  prices,  they  said,  because 
cheap  bread  would  make  labour  cheap* 
It  was  not  tbe  money-price,  but  the  actual 
quantity  df  the  comforts  and  necessaries 
of  life  which  the  wages  of  the  lower 
people  could  command,  which  could  en- 
able us  to  pronounce  on  their  situation. 
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In  bis  cooscience  he  believed  that  at-SOt. 
a  quarter  more  ofHhe  comforts  and  ne- 
cessaries of  life  were  enjoyed  by  the  ia- 
bonring  classes  of  this  country,  than  was 
the  case  in  those  countries  where  provi- 
sions were  lower.  If  we  were  to  hare 
foreign  corn,  it  must  be  taken  from  the  in* 
habitants  of  other  countries.  They  would 
find  that  the  people  of  Poland  fed  on  in- 
ferior sorts  of  grain,  which  allowed  wheat 
to  be  exported  ;  and  they  were  thus  de* 
prived  of  the  fruits  of  the  country  they 
tilled,  which  seemed  to  belong  in  nature 
more  to  them  than  the  inhabitants  of  other 
states.  The  labourer  might  pay  more  for 
provisions  in  this  country  than  in  France ; 
but  did  he  not  also  enjoy  more  of  the 
comforts  and  necessaries  of  life  than  the 
peasant  of  France,  Flanders,  or  Poland  ? 
The  reduced  rent  would  be  soon  felt  by 
the  tradesman  and  manufacturer,  as  well 
as  the  farmer.  But  the  reduced  rent  would 
not  have  such'  an  effect  on  the  prices  of 
grain  as  was  supposed.  On  this  subject 
'  he  had  made  some  calculations :  taking 
the  agriculture  of  the  most  improved  dis- 
tricts, upon  the  four  courses  in  use,  if  they^ 
gave  turnips  at  one  and  a  half  quarters,' 
barley  at  five  quarters,  clover  or  beans  at 
two  and  a  half  quarters,  and  wheat  at 
three  quarters,  the  whole  would  make  12 
quarters;-  divide  12  by  4,  and  that  would 
give  3  quarters  per  annum  to  the  acre. 
He  calculated  that  every  I  Of.  which  were 
added  to  the  rent  or  expenses  of  land, 
made  an  addition  of  about  3t.  to  a  quarter 
of  wheat.  If,  then,  he  took  the  whole 
rental  of  the  country  at  30f.  per  acre, 
(and  this  he  was  satisfied  was  considerably 
higher  than  the  rate  at  which  it  ought  to 
be  taken),  it  would  be  seen,  that  the  an- 
nihilation of  the  entire  rent  would  only^ 
effect  a  diminution  in  the  price  of  corn  to 
the  amount  of  lOf.  per  4)uarter.  This 
done;  he  would  ask,  could  the  English 
farmer  compete  with  the  foreign  grower  ? 
No.  Even  after  this  redaction  of  his  ex- 
pense, the  price  At  which  he  could  grow 
and  sell  his  corn,  would  be  much  above 
that  at  which  the  foreign  merchant  could 
send  his  corn  into  the  market.  The  con- 
sideration of  the  rent,  therefore,  he  held  to 
be  a  very  immaterial  part  of  the  subject. 
If  a  reduction  of  I  Of.  per  acre  were  made 
in  the  rent  of  land,  this  would  only  diminish 
the  price  of  the  quarter  of  corn  3<.  ^d* 
and  this  would  only  make  a  difierence  of 
about  three  farthings,  hardly  so  mocb,  in 
iJie  loaf*  The  right  bon.  gentleman,  in 
^  propositions  which  be  h^  sudmilted 
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to  the  committee,  had  followed  the  ex- 
ample set  in  earlier  periods  of  our  history  ; 
and  he  had  followed  it  with  cautious  steps. 
In  taking  the  import  price  at  BQs.  he  bad 
fixed  on  a  price  which  ought  not  to  ex- 
cite any  alarm.  Could  it  be  said  that  80s. 
a  quarter  was  a  consideration  which  could 
give  any  uneasiness,  or  which  looked  like 
a  scarcity  price  ?  The  average  price  of 
wheat  during  the  last  20  years  was  83r. 
During  the  first  lO  of  these  years  it  was 
75s.  If  the  price  of  wheat  10  years  ago 
was  73#.  could  809.  be  now  considered 
more  than  a  fair  price  ?  During  the  first 
I  Oof  the  last  20  years  what  was  our  taxa* 
tion?  In  1792  the  whole  of  our  taxes 
amounted  onlv  to  16  millions.  When 
wheat  was  at  73s»  the  taxes  were  34  mil- 
lions ;  and  at  present  our  taxes  exceeded 
60  millions.  In  taking  80f.  therefore,  ha 
was  taking  the  very  lowest  rate  at  which 
the  import  price  could  be  fixed.  The 
assertion  that  the  importation  price  was 
the  lowest  at  which  corn  would  be  sold 
in  England  after  the  measure  in  contem- 
plation had  been  carried  into  effect,  he 
denied.  On  this  subject,  for  proof,  they 
could  only  refer  to .  the  experience  of 
former  times.  During  this,  however,  it 
would  be  seen,  that  while  G2ff.  was  the 
protecting  price,  and  while  a  bounty  was 
given  on  exportation,  for  a  considerable 
period,  the  average  price  of  wheat  had 
been  as  low  as  30f.  per  quarter.  A  more 
recent  instance  of  this  migbt  be  given 
from  the  rapidity  with  which  the  price 
of  wheat  had -declined  tn  the  year  18  JS; 
when,  in  consequence  of  the  expectations 
entertained  of  a  peace,  its  value  bad  sunk 
to  little  more  than  the  half  of  what  it  bad 
been.  From  the  papers  on  the  table,  thej 
v^uld  see  this  from  the  Deptford  and 
Portsmouth  contract  prices  in  February 
and  November  of  that  vear.  The  con- 
tract price  at  Deptford  K>r  wheat  was,  in 
February  lOQs.  the  quarter.  In  November 
it  was  65f.  2d.  and  during  this  period  it 
was  to  be  remarked,  more  com  was  ex- 
ported from*,  than  imported  into  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  The  Portsmouth 
contract  price  was,  in  February,  102*-; 
in  November,  67s.  2d. 

From  these  statements  he  thooghl  ft 
proved  that  the  lowest  market  price  of 
corui  was  not  necessarily  that  up  to  which 
the  impoitalion  of  grain  was  prohibited, 
and  at  the  same  time  it  would  be  seen 
how  great  the  agricultural  infiuance  bad 
become  in  this  country,  and  bow^  compe- 
tent ii  was  to  maiot%in  itsel£    It  was  pow 
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^tablithed  ibat  we  bad  the  means  of  pro^ 
curing  a  sufficiency  of  food  for  the  popu- 
lation of  the  country,  independent  of  a 
•  foreign  supply.  He  was  satisfied  that  we 
could  not  obtain  from  foreign  countries 
any  very  large  portion  of  the  supply  ne- 
cessary for  tMir  annual  consumption  ;  but 
if  our  points  were  thrown  open,  the  British 
agriculturist  would  be  intimidated  by  the 
dangers  thus  set  before  bis  eyes,  and  thus 
the  most  injurious  eflects  would  be  pro- 
duced. Our  own  farmers  might  be  op- 
pressed and  kept  down,  and  a  foreign  sup- 
ply obtained  when,  in  truth,  it  was  not 
wanted.  But  if  such  a  system  were 
adopted,  we  should  in  time  of  need  find 
that  we  could  not  command  it.  The 
danger  might  become  more  alarming  than 
it  had  ever  yet  been.  The  difference  of 
prices  might  in  itself  serve  as  a  bounty  on 
importation  ;  and  how  far  this  might  ope- 
rate he  could  not  tell.  He  certainly  be- 
lieved it  was  in  the .  contemplation  of  the 
agriculturists  of  France  and  Flanders  to 
endeavour  to  avail  themselves  largely  of 
the  advantages  ^offered  by  the  British 
market.  All  the  evils  which  he  antici- 
pated might  not  arise  firom  the  free  im- 
portation of  corn;  but  who,  he  asked, 
would  choofe  to  be  dependent  on  a  foreign 
country  for  the  supply  of  an  article  of 
euch  primary  importance?  Situated  as 
this  country  was,  equally  the  admiration 
and  the  envy  of  every  other,  it  became 
their  duty  to  w^ch  carefiilly  over  its  in- 
terests, to  guard  against  its  being  de« 
pendent  on  any  country,  and  least  of  all 
dependent  on  France.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  that  difference  in  the  price  of 
bread,  which  naturally  existed  between 
this  country  and  France,  would  ever  ma- 
terially operate  to  the  prejudice  of  our 
manufactures.  It  was  possible  we  might 
lose  some  of  the  markeu,  where  we  had 
been  accustonied  to  dispose  of  our  goods, 
but  we  might  gain  others.  South  America, 
if  the  emancipation  of  that  interesting 
country  was  finally  accomplished,  as  he, 
for  one,  ardently  hoped  it  would  be,  seemed 
to  open  a  new  field  for  British  industry, 
which  he  confidently  auticpated  would 
more  than  console  our  merchants  and 
snannfacturers  for  any  disappointment 
chej^  might  meet  with  elsewhere. 

Sir  PMerick  Flood  assured  the  House, 
that  he  did  not  appear  there  as  the  repre- 
eentative  or  advocate  of  any  particular 
class  in  jociety,  either  in  Ireland,  or  this 
country.  Hia  object  was,  to  prouct  the 
Whrie  conntry  ju  large  from  the  influx  of 


that  which  could  be  growa  at  home,  from 
foreign,  and  perhaps  hostile  powers,  to  the 
ruin  of  those  interests  more  peculiarly 
dear  to  them.  To  his  own  knowledge, 
millions  of  barrels  of  grain  were  perishing 
in  barns  in  Ireland,  for  the  want  of  a  sale ; 
and  why  ?  because  the  foreign  arrivals 
swallowed  op  every  thing.  Within  the 
space  of  twelve  months,  258,900  barrels 
of  foreign  grain  had  been  imported  into 
Great  Britain.  Surely  this  fact  alone 
shewed  the*  necessity  of  fortifying  and 
encouraging  their  own  growth,  in  pre', 
ference  to  any  other.  The  bon.  baronet  ' 
said,  he  was  not  an  advocate  of  the  agri- 
culturist against  the  manufacturer,  be* 
lieving  that  the  interesu  of  both  went 
hand  in  hand.  The  man  who  pretended 
to  be  the  exclusive  and  separate  advocate 
of  either,  was  sure  to  be  the  decided 
enemy  of  both.  Ireland  was  capable  of 
supplying  herself  with  grain,  and  export- 
ing a  superfluity ;  she  was,  therefore,  en- 
titled to  a  preferable  protection  ;  and  let 
the  House  consider  the  innumerable  bene- 
fits  which  must  have  followed  to  the  ma>* 
ntifacturing  interesu  if  the  fifty-eight 
millions  sterling  remitted  to  foreign  coun- 
tries had  been  husbanded  for  domestic  pur- 
poses. Suppose,  for  instance,  in  the- event 
of  a  foreign  dependence  for  grain  a  bad 
year  had  occurred  abroad,  then  what  an  . 
opportunity  woald  be  afforded  to  efi%^ct  bj 
starvation  among  us  the  decay  of  our  pro- 
tecting army  at  home.  Was  not  Ireland, 
which  furnished,  and  would  in  an  io- 
creaaing  rittto,  continue  to  furnish  food  to 
this  country,  entitled  to  a  protecting  secu- 
rity fi-om  foreign  interposition?  Great. 
Britain  and  Ireland  were  now  one,  and 
engaged  in  a  common  cause;  formerly 
they  pulled  opposite  ways,  but  now  he 
troated  the  same  wreath  would  entwine 
the  rose,  the  leek,  and  the  shamrock. '  The 
worthy  baronet  conjured  the  manufac- 
turing interest  not  to  hold  themselves  dis- 
tinct from  the  agricultural.  Nothing  was 
so'  fallacious.  If  the  one  could  not  get  a 
fair  price  for  his  labour,  he  could  not 
go  and  buy  at  the  other's  shop.  It  is 
clear,  then,  the  other  could  have  no  sale 
for  his  goods.  Ireland  gives  you,  said 
the  hon.  baronet,  her  labour  for  your 
workmanship.  She  has  but  two  sUple 
trades,  the  linen  and  her  agriculture.  If 
the .  manufacturer  of  England  sets  bis 
shoulders  to  put  down  one  of  these,  she 
will  say,  you  are  ungrateful,  and  she  will 
withhold  from  your  traffic  that  expendi- 
ture which  would  otherwise  merge  in  it. 
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Mr.  Baring  declared  bw  intaattoo  ntii9 
go  very  geiieraily  ioto  tbe  aubject  till  the 
cooimiitee  Bhoaid  sit  a^ain ;  but,  at  tbe 
9aae  tUae,  as  several  tbiagt  bad  fallen 
from  tbe  right  bon.  opener  of  the  Reae- 
iutioos,  aod  bis  boa.  friend  below  bun 
(Mr.  Western),  that  ougbt  to  be  noticed 
'wTtboot  d«lay,  «ttd  as  lie  expected  there 
wottW  not  be  many  speakers  on  bis  side 
of  tbe  qtiestlon,  as  tbe  right  ben.  gentle- 
nail  opposite  (Mr.  ittosfs),  who  bad  been 
•aid  to  bave  espoused  the  cause  of  tbe 
IMople,  bad  taken  no  part  in  this  debate, 
lie  sboald  oot  let  this  occasion  pass  with- 
out oiering  a  few  ^observations  on  what 
had  fallen  from  those  who  preceded  him. 
With  tbe  right  bon.  opener  be  deprecated 
the  notions  which  bad  got  abroad,  that  this 
question  was  taken  up  by  the  members  of 
tte  legislature  merely  with  a  view  to 
their  own  private  interests ;  bat  at  the 
came  time  be  could  not  but  observe,  that 
when  these  were  Aliected,  gentlemen  most 
anxious  for  the  good  of  the  community  at 
large  were  aonetioscs  thought  to  take  a 
,  fiaerower  view  of  the  aubjeot  under  consi- 
deration than  they  were  accustomed  to 
take  of  political  questions  at  other  times. 
He  could  not  help  saying  that  a  very  pe- 
culiar interest  must  be  taken  in  the  value 
of  land  in  that  Hoose,  where  the  whole  of 
its  members  were  sworn  to  be  landed  pro> 
prietors.  Tbe  right  boo.  opener  of  tbe 
ResolotioBs  bad  said  that  tbe  oseasara  in 
contemplation,  now  that  it  was  better  un- 
derstood, had  not  met  with  that  violent 
iipposition  which  it  had  experienced  last 
j^ear,  when  their  table  was  covered  with 
innomerable  petitions.  He  (Mr.  Baring) 
did  not,  for  his  own4mrt,  perceivo  that 
any  chiknge  had  taken  -place  in  the  public 
mind,  and  if  oo  new  petitions  bad  been 
presented,  be  thought  it  was  to  be  ac- 
counted for,  from  the  supposition  that  tbe 
parties  were  of  opinion,  that  the  vast  nom* 
ber  which  they  had  poured  in  last  year, 
bad  not  been  inefFectoaL  This  to  him 
appeared  perfectly  consistent  and  rational. 
The  city  of  London,  be  understood,  was 
preparing  a  new  one,  but  he  fek  no 
nna^iety  to  see  tbe  example  followed  in 
tbe  presept  instance.  As  far  as  he  was 
Informed,  there  was  no  proof  of  the  public 
mind  having  undergone  any  change  on 
this  question.  At  the  only  two  country 
towns  where  tbe  subject  had  been  brought 
forward — where  meetings  had  taken  place 
for  the  purpose  of  petitioning  parliament 
for  an  alteration  of  the  oorn  laws,  tbe 
people  bad  risen  io  opposition  to  the  ob« 
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ject  of  them.  In  both  instances  the  par- 
ties  had  been  hunted  froip  the  usual  place 
of  assembling,  and  obliged  to  adjourn  to 
a  room  in  an  inn,  where  the  friends  of  tbe 
measure  passed  their  own  resolutions.  So 
much  for  the  change  in  public  opinion  ! 
At  those  meetings,  as  on  the  present  oc- 
casion, the  resolutions  bad  stated  (and 
doubdeas  those  who  made  tbe  asaertionf, 
believed  they  spoke  truth],  that  the  eflect 
of  tbeir  being  carried  into  effect,  would 
be  to  fix  tbe  price  of  corn  at  a  moderate 
rate.  This  topic  every  gentleman  dwelt 
upon,  iu  order  to  make  the  measure 
palatable.  How,  he  would  ask,  could  this 
be  possible  ?  How«  if  such  were  the  effect 
of  the  resolutions,  could  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  brought  forward  be  an- 
swered, when  the  cry  of  each  of  the  peti* 
tioaeffs  was,  that  if  their  com  was  not 
sold  at  a  higher  price  they  must  all  be 
ruined  ?  How,  after  this,  fx>uld  it  be  main- 
tained, that  tbe  price  of  corn  would  be 
lower  ?  A  steadier  supply  might  be  for- 
nished ;  but  if  this  vireie  effected,  the 
pubKc  must  pay  a  higher  price  for  it.  On 
a  former  evening*  he  had  not  denied  that 
the  oorn  question  ought  to  be  brought 
forward  early ;  but  be  contended,  that  in 
tbe  present  situation  of  the  oouotry,  while 
the  currency  remained  in  its  present  state, 
and  while  6ur  foreign  relations  were  net 
definitively  fixed,  no  permanent  measure 
ought  to  be  adopted.  In  tbe  evidence 
given  before  tbe  committee,  one  of  tbe 
most  sensible  men  examined,  Mr.  Webb  of 
Salisbury,  had  said,  "  I  look  upon  tbe  price 
of  corn  to  be<more  affected  by  tbe  circula-  - 
tion  of  paper  money  than  by  the  increased 
amount  of  the  taxes/'  Tbe  defect  of  our 
currency  could  not  be  remedied  at  pre- 
sent; and  this,  be  thought,  opposed  a 
substantial  reason  to  the  immediate  adop- 
tion of  any  permanent  measure*  This 
ought  to  be  well  considered  from  the  great 
inconveniences  ever  attendant  on  an  alte- 
ration of  tbe  established  corn  laws.  In 
his  opinion,  tbe  remedy  to  be  now  applied 
ought  to  be  temporary.  That  tbe  persons 
who  were  oo  this  occasion  tbeir  petitioners 
were  as  much,  nay,  more  entitled  to  tbe 
attention  of  that  House  than  the  merchants 
and  manufacturers,  whose  distresses  bad 
so  often  been  brought  before  tbem,  be 
was  ready  to  admit;  but  this  was  not  a 
case  in  which  the  parties  could  be  re- 
lieved, like  the  merchants,  &c.  by  a 
loan  or  by  an  issue  of  £xcb^tter- bills  io 
tbeir  fiivour.  He  would  therefore  propose, 
that  instead  of  80i.  per  qoarter^  tbe  im« 
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portation  price  should  for  the  present  be 
made  75§.  to  conlkiae  at  thai  for  m  year, 
and  then  to  be  dimmished  2i.  yearly  till 
the  price  fell  back  to  that  at  which  the 
importation  of  foreign  corn  was  at  present 
prohibited.  Such  a  plan  would  uphold 
the  agriculturist  against  the  difficultiea 
with  which  he  at  present  had  to  contend, 
till  his  falling  rent,  relief  from  the  war 
taxes,  and  other  favourable  circomstances 
should  enable  him  to  derive  a  fair  profit 
from  the  produce  of  his  land,  though  im- 
portation was  permitted  at75t«  the  quarter* 
At  present  he  thought  the  agriculturist 
ought  to  be  relieved  under  the  difficulties 
witli  which  he  had  to  struggle,  difficulties 
which  did  pot  arise  out  of  the  actual  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  so  much  as  out  of 
the  alarm  with  which  he  had  been  setaed. 
Mr.  Webb  had  said  in  his  evidence,  that 
**  If  the  price  of  coni'Went  back  to  what 
it  was  in  1792i  he  did  not  see  why  alt  ex- 
penses should  not  in  a  length  of  time  be 
reduced  in  the  same  proportion^''  And 
that  this  would  be  the  case  he  (Mr.  Baring) 
bad  no  doubt.  Why  was  tho  former  at 
an  increased  expense  ?  It  was  because  the 
price  of  labour  followed  the  advance  of 
com;  This  was  a  fact  of  which  no  comw 
try  gentleman  could  entertain  w  doubt* 
From  th»  evidence  of  Mr.  Derniel^  it  ap- 
peared that  the  wages  of  labour  were  ror 
the  most  part  paid,  partly  in  labour,  partly 
in  money,  and  partly  in*  poor  rents,  so  that 
the  reduction  of  the  price  of  labour  must 
immediately  follow  a  declension  ii»  that 
of  com.  This  he  proceeded  to  shew 
would  also  soon  be  the  case  with  the  har- 
ness-maker, the  wheelwright,  the  collar- 
maker,  &c.  The  taxes  ow  forms  had  been 
stated  by  Mr.  Webb  to  amounl  from  two 
to  three  per  cent,  an  acre ;  tbua  it  would 
bo  seen  on  a  farm  worth  SOOi,  the  taxes 
would  be  from  I5i.  to  35fw  in  which  was 
included  his  riding  horses»  his  servant  in 
livery,  &c.  He  could  wish  that,  on  a 
farm  of  500  acres,  the  firmers  expenses 
were  specifically  shewn.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  two-  or  three  of  the  witnesses,  who 
thought,  when  they  were  about  it,  they 
might  as  well  name  a  good  round  sum  as 
not,  the  outside  of  what  they  had  named 
aa  a  proper  protecting  price  had  been  80s., 
though  some  had  72f.,73«.,  and  75f.  would 
be  a  satisfactory  protecting  price  ;  but  the 
outside  of  what  had  been  stated  (with  the 
exception  before  alluded  to)  as  a  fit  price, 
was  80f.  and  I  his  was  named  on  a  supposi- 
tion, that  their  rents  would  be  kept  op, 
and  their  charges  the  same ;  but  tbey  had 


it  also  on  their  authority,  that  these  could 
not  continue  the  same.  The  disbanding 
of  the  army,  and  a  variety  of  circom- 
stances, from  the  eflect  they  produced  on 
labour  in  the  country,  made  this  tho 
worst  possible  time  for  making  a  perma- 
nent arrangement.  He  did  not  know* 
whether  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Western) 
had  satisfied  the  committee  that  the  pre« 
sent  high  rents  had  very  little  to  do  with 
the  question  ;  but  he  had  not  been  con* 
vinced  by  his  arguments.  If  he  visited  » 
form  of  500/.  per  annum,  he  was  told  thai 
the  rent  was  net  so  much  a  matter  of  com* 
plaint,  as  the  taxes ;  if  he  looked  into  the 
taxes,  they  were  nothing,  the  hardship 
was  in  the  rent.  He,  for  his  own  part, 
knew  the  rent  must  be  of  material  import* 
ance.  He  at  present  received  1,200/.  for 
an  estate  which  forroerl v  let  but  for  000/. ; 
would  it  be  maintained,  that  if  he  were 
again  to  reduce  it  to  that  sum-,  the  tenant 
would  not  feel  it  of  some  importance  to 
have  600/.  ta4ea  off  his  shoulders.  All 
that  had  been  advanced  on  this  point,  he 
felt  as  being  a  mere  excuse  for  keeping 
up  the  present  high  rents  ?  He  contended 
it  was  impossible  for  any  evidence  t» 
shew  more  clesrly  than  the  evidence  be- 
fore parliament  had  shewn,  that  that  arti- 
ficial support  of  the  agriculture  of  the 
country  which  had  been  called  for  would 
be  improper.  The  hon.  gentleman  (Mr» 
Western)  had  said,  thit  country  could 
grow  sufficient  corn  for  its  consumption. 
That  the  progress  of  agriculture  had  in« 
creased  its  prodocci  he  did  not  doubt,  and 
he  coald  easily  believe  that  it  might  be 
increased  still  more ;  but  he  doubted  very 
much  if  iti  could  ever  be  made  to  famish 
a  permanent  supply  equal  to  the  con- 
sumption of  ita  increasing  population.  If 
land  would  not  produce  corn  withoulr 
greater  sums  being  expended  on  theni> 
than  the  com  was  worth,  they  might  be 
made  to  furnish  a  supply  which  would 
make  us  purchase  our  bread  at  eighteen- 
pence  the  loaf,  when,  if  we  exerted  our 
industry  on  that  same  land  to  raise  that 
which  was  congenial  to  its  soil,  by  ex* 
changing  its  produce  against  that  of  the 
com  lands  of  other  countries,  we  might 
get  our  loaf  for  a  shilling.  The  whole 
mass  of  the  country  ought  not  to  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  a  high  price  for  bread,  that 
the  experiment  of  cultivating  barren  lands 
might  be  tried.  In  nothing  were  the  dis- 
pensations of  Providence  more*admirablo 
than  in  the  care  displayed,  that  the  diffo- 
sent  soils  of   different  countries   should 
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yield  produ^ions  which  might  be  advan* 
tageously  exchanged  for  each  other ;  it 
was  much   better,  then,  that  we  should 
'employ  ourselves  in  raising  that  whicb  we 
might  80  dispose  of,  instead  of  labouring 
to  produce  that  which  other  lands  were 
destined  to  supply.  .  The  right  bon.  gen- 
tleman had  admitted  this  in  other  cases, 
but  not  with  respect  to  corn.     On  this 
subject  he  had  said,  what  could  We  do,  if 
having  thus  made  ourselves  dependent  on 
another  country,  that  country,  in  the  day 
of  our  greatest  need,  should  close  her  ports 
against  us !  He  would  answer— experience 
had  shewn  that  a  country  could  never  be 
starved.    Holland -was  dependent  on  other 
countries  for  a  supply  of  corn,  and  its 
price  was  and  almost  ever  had   been  the 
average  price  of  Europe.     But  then  the 
danger  of  depending  on  France    foe  a 
supply  had  been  strongly  urged.     France, 
excepting  in  years  of  extraordinary  plenty 
like  the  present,  would  send  but  liule  corn 
to  this  country.     Our  greatest  supplies 
would  be  likely  to  be  derived  from  the 
countries  bordering  on  the  Baltic.     He 
put  it  to  the  committee,  in  opposition  to 
what  had  been  said  of  the  danger  of  de- 
pending on  foreign  countries  for  our  com, 
if  it  could  be  anticipated  that  ever  a  period- 
of  greater  diCBculty  would   arrive  than 
that  which  had  occurred  during  the  reign 
of  Buonaparte,  yel  even  while  he  was  in 
power,  in  spite  of  his  greatest  hostility, 
more  corn  (three  times  over)  had  been 
imported  into  this  country  than  erer  had 
been  before,  within  the  same  time,  since 
the  year  1697— more  indeed  than  at  any 
period  of  our  history.    To  soppose  any 
danger  of  this  sort,  was  to  suppose  a  thing 
wholly  out  of  the  question.    He  felt  it  his 
duty  to  st^te  this  not  from  any  ambition 
of  popularity  (about  which  be  was  as  care- 
less as  any  man  in  tfiat  House),  but  from  a 
sense  that  he  owed  it  to  the  country.    He, 
however,   was   anxious  that  the  farmer 
should  have  relief  in  his  distress,  and  as 
this  could  not  be  afforded  by  an  issue  of 
Exchequer-bills,  or  by  a  loan,  he  could 
wish  to  propose  a  temporary  exclusion  of 
foreign  corn  for  a  certain  number  of  years, 
which  would  give  the  farmers  all  oppor- 
tunity  of  payiog^  themselves.      Though 
his  rents  were  reduced,  he  was  satisfied 
the  country    gentleman  would  find    his 
situation  continue  the  same ;  and  though 
the  prices  of  some  things  had  not  come 
down    as  might  have  been  expected — 
though  posting  had  not  been  materially 
reduced,  and  the  brewers  still  kept  up  the 
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price  of  beer,  notwithstanding  the  de- 
clension of  the  price  of  malt — he  could 
see  no  reason  why  that  House,  finding  a 
change  was  about  to  take  place,  should  re- 
solve to  oppose  the  return  of  things  to  their 
ancient  and  healthful  state,  by  attempting 
to  bolster  up  the  price  of  corn  by  artificial 
means,  which  must  prove  injurious  to  the 
vital  interests  of  the  country.  When  he 
had  heard  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  re* 
solutions,  he  intended  to  move  on  a  future 
day  certain  counter-resolutions,  which 
would  go  to  fix  the  protecting  price  of 
corn  at  t5f.  for  a  year,  to  fall  gradually 
back  to  the  present  importation  price. 
After  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  resolu* 
tions  had  passed  pro  forma,  he  hoped  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  go  into  the  com* 
mittee  on  Monday  ffro  formA,  in  order  to 
receive  those  which  be  desired  to  ofier. 

Mr.  Robinson  explained.  He  said  he  bad 
.not  argued  in  favour  of  a  restrictive  sys- 
tem as  applied  (o  corn,  because  that  sys- 
tem had  been  found  advantageous  to  our 
maiiufactures— >he  had  merely  mentioned 
it  as  an  observation  not  altogether  without 
weight. 

Mr.  l2oie  having  been  personally  alluded 
to  by  an  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down,  marely  wished  to  say,  that  the 
reason  why  he  had  not  in  the  course  of 
this  evening's  debate  offered  himself  to 
the  notice  of  the  House,  was  because  he 
had  understood  that  the  Resolutions  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  were  merely  now  to  be 
passed  pro  formd,  and  the  discussion  upon 
them  to  be  taken  on  a  future  occasion. 
With  respect  to  his  opinions,  the  hon. 
gentleman  was  much  mistaken  if  he  ima- 
gined that  he  bad  changed  them  during 
the  recess ;  the  fact  was,  that  they  were 
not  only  unchanged,  but  that  every  thing 
he  had  heard  and  seen  upon  the  subject 
bad  tended  to  confirm  him  in  the  senti* 
roents  he.  had  previously  stated  to  the 
Ho'jse.  He  complimented  Mr.  Robinson 
on  the  mode  in  whic.h  he.  had  introduced 
the  question  to  the  House,  and  anticipated 
a  full,  fair,  and  candid  discussion  of  the  im- 
portant subject.  If  the  hon.  member  had 
any  great  anxiety  or  curiosity  to  hear  him, 
he  would  probably ,  be  gratified  on  the 
next  night  the  subject  should  be  debated. 

Mr.  /ioriffg  explained,  that  he  had  con- 
jectured that  Mr.  Rose  had  altered  hit 
opinion,  from  what  he  bad  seen  stated  re- 
specting the  interviews  with  the  earl  of 
Liverpool.  He  had  feared  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had«  during  tlie  recess, 
thought  better  of  the  matter,  and  bad 
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c^baaged  his  title  of  *  the  Man  of  the 
People'  for  one  of  the  new  grand  liule 
cronef  of  the  Order  of  the  BatL 

Mr*  Hate  waa  sarprised  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  wet' not  y^t  avrare,  that  such 
informaiion  as  he  had  received  regarding 
the  interriews  with  the  earl  of  Liverpool 
wa«  anfoanded. 

Mr.  Brand  was  nnwilling  to  trouble  the 
Committee  •  npon  the  present  occanioni 
especially  after  what  had  been  said  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  last 
taken  bis  seat.  He  would  either  proceed, 
or  defer  hif  argamenfcs  until  a  subsequent 
occasiony  according  to  the  wish  of  the 
House.  [Cries  of  Go  on,  go  on  !]    He  re- 

fretted  that  his  hon.  friends  below  (Mr. 
^hilips  and  Mr.  Baring),  in  the  course  of 
their  speeches,  had  only  touched  on  matters 
of  lesser  importance,  shrinking  from  the 
main  point  of  debate.  They  had  not 
▼eutured  to  state  what  would  be  the  situa- 
tion of  the  poorer  classes  of  tbe  commu- 
nity, the  vast  majority  of  the  people  of 
England,  if  the  resofutions  were  rejected. 
In  Great  Britain  half  the  population  was 
engaged  in  pursuits  of  agriculture,  and 
what  would  be  their  condition  were  things 
to  remain  unaltered?  What  was  their 
state  at  the  present  moment?  The  la- 
bourers were  nnable  to  procure  employ- 
ment from  the  farmer,  and  they  were 
consequentlv  thrown  upon  the  poor-rates. 
When  gentlemen  argued  in  the  way  in 
which  these  resolutions  had  been  opposed, 
it  was  necessary  to  ask  them  to  whom 
the  soil  of  the  country  belonged  ?  It  was 
not,  in  truth,  the  property  of  those  who 
were  called  the  proprietots,  it  belonged 
to  the  poor  of  the  country,  to  those  for 
whom  our  wise  system  of  laws  had  pro* 
srided,  however  ill  those  laws  might  in 
some  cases  be  executed.  •  By  the  refusal 
pf  the  farmer  to  give  eniployment  to  the 
labourer,  he  was  thrown  upon  the  overseer, 
.who  again  sent  him  back  to  the  farmer, 
and  an  immense  number  of  these  unfor- 
tunate individuals  were  now  actually  con- 
verted into  what  were  called  '  rounds- 
men/ being  handed  round  from  farmer  to 
farmer,  who  was  to  endeavour  to  find 
ihem  some  employment,  that  they  might 
not  become  complete  bm'tbens  upon  tbe 
parish.  By  these  means  perhaps  they 
earned  ball  their  usual  rate  of  wages; 
and  how  was  the  other  half  to  be  sup- 
plied, but  from  the  poor-rates  ?  One  of 
the  hon.  gentlemen  who  bad  argued  on 
the  other  side  of  tbe  question,  had  quoted 
to  the  House  the  oninioa  of  the  learned 
(VOL.  XXIX.) 


Mr.  Malthus.    What  was  the  fact  with 
regard  to  that  gentleman  ?  During  the  last 
vear,  not  having  sufficient   informatioQ 
before  him  to  draw  any  correct  conclu* 
sions,  he  had  done  little  more  than  state 
the  arguments  on  both  sides.    Ten  days 
ago  he  bad  published  a  second  pamphlet, 
in  which  having  now  receifed  the  infor- 
mation  which  was  necessary   before  be 
stated  any  positive  opinion,  he  asserted, 
*'  I  now  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  unequi* 
vocally  that  some  restriction  upon  the  im« 
portation  of   foreign  grain  has  become 
necessary.''    He  repeated  the  words  froA 
memory,  but  he  was  sure  he  had  given 
them  correctly.— llie  hon.  gentleman  who 
last  had  advocated  tbe  other  side  of  the 
question,    had   employed    an    argument 
which  seemed  calculated  to  mislead  the' 
country.    He  had  contended  as  if  it  were 
meant  by  the  supporters  of  the, resolutions 
to  be  said,  that  t|)eir  immediate  operation 
would  be  to  produce  a  low  price  of  grain. 
It  was  impossible  for  any  man  to  make 
such  an>  assertion,  much  less  for  any  maa 
to  believe  it  if  it  were  made,  for  tbe  object 
of  this  measure  was  not  to  make  the  price 
of  com  extremely  low,  but  to  prevent  it 
at  any  future  time  from  becoming  im- 
mensely high.    Why  was  not  the  nrmer 
to  have  some  proteaion  ?   Did  his  capital 
and  his  industry  demand  no  considera* 
tion?     Were  speculating  manufacturera 
only  to  be  relieved,  while  farmers  were  to 
be  placed  at  the  mercy  of  tbe  foreign 
grower  ?   He  had  contended  also,  that  the 
difficulties^  now  complained  of  were  at- 
tributed too  little  to  rent  and  too  much  to 
taxes ;    but  why  did  not  this  appear  in 
some  of  tbe  reports  of  evidence  taken  be- 
fore committees  of  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament ?    Why  was  not  tbe  hun.  gentle* 
man  found  putting  questions  upon  this 
subject  to    the  witnesses  who    he   com- 
plained were  so  biassed  in  the  testimony 
they  gave  ?    It  had  been  said  that  these 
taxes,  in  truth,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
about  \5L  a  year  upon  500  acres  of  land. 
Certainly,  the  direct  taxes  might  not  ex- 
ceed that  sum ;  but  who  could  calculate^ 
at  anv  moderate  sum,  the  indirect  taxes  to 
whicn  the  farmer  was  subject,  in  a  con- 
cern that  required  a  capital  of  at  least 
5,000/.  ?  He  begged  to  sute  a  fact  that 
had  come  within  his  knowledge,  in  his 
own  neighbourhood;    tbe  cultivators  of 
the  land  had  been  accustomed  to  ^ive 
their  land  a  dressing  of  soot,  which  might 
cost  40t.  per  acre;  but  the  eflect  was,  tbat 
the  crop  was  augmented  ooe-fifib«  or  per^ 
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haps  one*foorth.  Of  late  this  practice  had 
bef»n  discontinaed,  and  if,  in  conseqaence 
of  difficulties,  the  same  resolation  had  been 
made  by  the  farmers  more  extensively 
through  England,  where  should  we  be 
able  to  find  a  supply  equal'  to  the  main- 
tenance of  one-fiflh  of  the  population, 
who  would  thus  be  deprived  of  bread  ?  It 
was  maintained  that  these  resolutions  were 
intended  merely  to  delude  the  people, 
and  to  prop  and  bolster  op  individual  and 

grivate  interests  by  a  show  of  justice ;  but 
e  was  convinced  that  no  man,  who  dis- 
passionately viewed  the  aybject,  would  as- 
■ert  that  the  increased  rent  had  been  any 
advantage  to  the  land -owner,  compared 
to  those  he  enjoyed  previous  to  1794, 
when,  if  his  rents  were  low,  his  expen- 
diture was  still  lower  in  proportion.  The 
only  object  of  all  parties  ought  to  be, 
and  he  believed  was,  candidly  to  discuss 
the  subject,  and  to  come  to  a  determina* 
tion  that  would  render  justice  to  all  parties. 
As  to  what  had  been  urged  on  the  impro* 
priety  of  making  it  a  permanent  measure, 
no  man  could  suppose  that  it  would  be  co- 
existent with  the  world,  that  circumstances 
might  not  operate  to  induce  the  House  to 
alter  the  Bill  that  would  be  framed  upon  the 
resolutions.  All  he  now  contended  tor  was, 
that  some  measure  was,  under  the  circum- 
stances, required  ;  and  when  the  country 
arrived  at  that  primitive  state  of  inno- 
cence and  simplicity  which  seemed  to  be 
expected  by  the  hon.  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question,  when  no  re« 
•trictions  were  necessary,  he  should  be  as 
happy  as  any  roan  in  advocating  a  free 
trade,  not  only  in  grain,  but  in  all  other 
articles.  He  begged  it,  however,  to  be 
remembered  how  much  the  manufac- 
turing interests  of  the  country  were  in- 
debted to  the  land-owners ;  they  made 
and  preserved  all  the  highways;  they 
maintained  the  clergy;  they  supported 
the  poor,  even  the  manufacturing  poor ; 
and  they  kept  the  soldiers  wives.  [Hear ! 
and  a  laugh.]  Why,  then,  should  the  ma- 
nufacturer refuse  in  his  turn  to  allow  the 
farmer  to  partake  of  that  assistance  which 
he  had  lately  so  frequently  enjoyed  ? 

Mr.  Rote  said,  that  neither  on  the  pre- 
sent  nor  any  former  occasion  when  this 
subject  was  before  the  House,  had  he 
ever  said  one  word  agunst  the  principle 
of  protecting  duties. 

Mr.  Philifi,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
he  .was  aware  of  Mr.-  Malthus's  second 
pamphlet ;  and  when  he  quoted  hia  first 
production  in  preference  to  the  lalt^  it  was 
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because  he  did  not  think  it  bad  been  re« 
foted  by  the  last. 

Mr.  Marryatt  said,  be  thought  the  retoi* 
lutions,  if  adopted,  would  be  highly  inju« 
rious  to  some  of  the  most  valuable  interests 
of  the  country,  and  was  of  opinion  that 
the  reasons  assigned  for  adopting  the  pro- 
posed measure  were  by  no  means  founded 
in  fact.     With  regard  to  rents,  the  land- 
bolder  had  certainly  for  a  great  length  of 
time  enjoyed  most  extensive  benefits,  and 
the  farmers  must  have4iad  proportionate 
benefits,  or  they  never  could  have  afforded 
to   pay  their   rents.     In  his  own  family 
there  had  lately  been  a  small  estate  in  the 
county  of  Sussex,  the  leases  of  which  had 
expired,  and  it  had  been  agreed  between 
his  brother  and  himself  that  it  should  be 
duly  valued  by  a  surveyor,  who  had  put 
a  price    on    it   considerably  more   than 
double.     In  the  case  of  another  estate  in 
the  family,  eighteen  years  ago  the  rent 
was  only  SOOL  and .  it  was  now  let  for 
850/.     Surely,  in  cases  of  aucb  an  increase^ 
which  he  understood  had  been  pretty  ge- 
neral throughout  the  kingdom,  the  land- 
holders and  those  who  farmed  under  them 
might  afford  to  cultivate  their  lands,  with* 
out  those    advantages   which   they   now 
thought  \i  necessary  to  claim  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  manufacturing  and  trading 
parts  of  the  community.    The  principal 
cause  of  the  great  importation  of  foreign 
corn  which  had  lately  taken  place,  was 
entirely  owing  to  the  interference  of  the 
legislature  on  the  subject   of  corn  last 
session.     As  soon    as    the    com-dealera 
abroad  heard  of  the  measure,  they  ex« 
pected  a  bill  would  pass  which  would 
raise  the  price  of  corn ;  and  they  hastened 
to  pour  in  as  much  as  they  possibly  could^ 
under  the  idea  that  it  would  readily  be 
bought  up ;  and  he  believed  if  the  present 
measure  were  to  disappear,  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  corn  would  disappear  also. 
He  thought  it  very  wrong  in  the  land-* 
holderS|  who  had  received  from  their  high 
rents  such  great  adrantages  from  the  long 
continuance  of  the  war,  should  begin  to 
complain  in  the  Very  first  year  afler  that 
war  was  concluded.    The  hon.  member 
for  Norfolk  had  admitted  last  session,  that 
bis  tenanu  could  aflR>rd  to  sell  at  the  then 
prices ;  and  surely  there  was  nothing  so 
peculiarly  heavy  in  the  taxation  they  were 
liable  tOy  as  to  warrant  an  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  legislature  which  appeared 
to  him  fraught  with  so  many  mischievous 
consequences.     It  was  attempting  to  con- 
fine the  blessings  of  Froridence  to  one 
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cla8»  of  men  only.  It  was  shewing  ex- 
traordinary anxiety  for  the  iotereau  of 
that  claia,  without  a  doe  conaideration  of 
the  injorioas  effecta  which  aocb  a  measure 
must  prodoce  to  the  manufacturers.  In  a 
great  commercial  country  like  this,  oar 
maoofacturers  were  aa  much  entitled  to  the 
consideration  of  that  House,  aa  any  other 
body  of  men.  If  they  could  not  purchase 
their  bread  at  a  reasonable  rate,  our  com- 
modities most  be  undersold  at  foreign 
markets*  He  had  been  in  France  during 
the  last  aommerj  and  from  what  he  had 
aaen  he  would  assert  that  their  manufac- 
tures were  in  a  very  thriring  state.  A 
Iriend  of  his>  who  had  had  an  opportunity 
Af  examining  into  their  situation  more 
minutely  tbui  he  had.  aasured  him  that 
one  manufactory  which  he  had  seen  was 
an  a  most  flourishing  state,  and  had  ob- 
tained all  Arkwright's  machinery  in  the 
highest  degree  of  perfection.  If  the  pre- 
aent  measure  were  adopted,  he  was  afraid 
it  would  prove  most  mischievous.  He 
thought  8(Xr.  was  too  high  ;  it  was  a  price 
fixed  by  the  parties  themselves,  and  was 
a  war  price  with  war  taxes.  He  would 
support  the  measure  as  far  as  75f.  but 
could  not  agree  to  8O0.  If  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  modify  his  proposition, 
he  should  be  glad  to  wave  his  present  ob- 
jection to  it. 

Mr.  EUuon  spoke  in  support  of  the  Re- 
aolutions.  He  said/ that  rents  had  been 
so  much  spoken  of,  as  if  the  excess  of  rents 
was  the  cause  of  the  difficulties  under 
which  the  landholders  laUonred*  Now  it 
was  well  known,  that  if  no  rents  at  all 
were  paid,  there  were  many  thousand 
acres,  which,  at  the  present  prices  of 
grain,  could  not  be  cultivated.  It  was 
true,  that  the  country  owed  much  to  its 
manufactures,  but  to  encourage  them  it 
would  be  the  worst  policy  to  depress  our 
agriculture.  The  true  wealth  of  every 
country  was  to  prodoce  sufficient  food  for- 
its  own  inhabitants  :  eirery  necessary  pro- 
tection should  therefore  be  granted  to 
those  by  whom  the  land  was  cultivated. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikin»  said  he  should  on 
the  present  occasion  vote  for  the  Resolu- 
tions, on  the  understanding  that  they  were 
then  to  be  agreed  to  pro  JbrmA.  TOe  first 
resolution  was,  indeed,  quite  unobjectiona^ 
ble,  being  merely  a  resolution  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  a  general  free  importation 
under  a  bonding  system. 

Mr«  Umg  Wdlaky  supported  the  Reso- 
lution, and  said,  that  all  that  had  occurred 
aioce  lait  yearj  had  confirmed  him  ia  the 
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opinion  which  he  had  then  formed.  .  He 
observed  that  too  much  had  been  said  of 
rents  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  since 
that  item  of  expense  on  the  generality  of 
soils,  bore  a  small  proportion  to  the  other 
expenses  of  the  farmer. 

Sir  W»  CurtiM  observed,  that  six  yean 
ago  laws  were  made  tor  the  protection  of 
the  farmer ;  where,  then,  was  the  enor-  ^ 
mous  pressure  which  had  since  that  time 
fallen  on  him  which  rei^dered  farther 
measures  of  protection  necessary  ?  On  the 
contrary,  the  property  tax  was  about  to 
be  taken  ofi^  which  would  occasion  a  great 
reduction  in  the  expense  of  raising  corn. 
The  amount  of  renta  had  been  spoken  of 
slightingly  by  some  gentlemen ;  but  it 
was  well  known  that  in  many  instances, 
the  rents  hed  of  late  years  been  doubled, 
or  trebled,  which  circomsunce  must  have 
had  a  most  material  effect  on  the  price  of 
grain.  The  Resolutions  were  then  put  ami 
agreed  to,  pro  formd.  On  the  ooestioa 
that  the  chairman  do  report  the  Reaola- 
tions  to  the  House, 

Mr.  RobmMon  said,  that  before  the  chair- 
man  left  the  chair,  be  wished  to  state  the 
course  of  proceeding  which  he  thought  it 
would  be  most'  advisable  to  pursue."  On 
Monday  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Baring) 
might  suboiit  his  »tring  of  retiolutions  to 
the  committee,  when  having  been  agreed 
to  pro  formdf  on  Wednesday  both  propo* 
sitioos  might  be  re-commuted  aiid  dis- 
cussed. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  that  as  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  any  part  of  the  Resolutions  but 
the  regulation  of  the  price  ami  the  time, 
he  should  adhere  as  much  as  possible  to 
the  form  of  the  Resolutions  proposed  by 
the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

The  ChanccUor  qf  the  Exchequer  pro- 
posed, that  without  the  formality  of  com- 
mitting the  Resolutions  of  the  hchi.  gentle- 
man, they  might  be  printed  by  an  undec- 
fttandmg,  and  be  discussed  with  the  other 
Resolutions  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Bfinkes  suggested,  that  aa  one  aeit 
of  resolutions  only  difi<?red  from  the  other 
in  the  price  at  which  corn  was  to  be  ad- 
mitted duty-free,  and  as  to  the  duration  of 
the  measure  lo  be  proposed ;  it  being  the 
proposition  of  the  right  hon.  genileman^' 
that  the  pribe  should  be  80f.  and  ttie  time 
unlimited,  and  Of  the  hon.  gentleman,  that 
the  price  should  be  75s.  and  (bo  time  li- 
mited; the  latter  propositions  might  be 
moved  aa  amendments,  on  a  recommit- 
ment, to  the  Resoltttioaa  wbkk  had  beett 
already  agreed  tob 
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Mr.  Calcrqft  obsdrved,  that  notwith- 
standing  the  two  sets  of  Resoltitiona  which 
were  proposed,  he  shoald  think  himself  at 
liberty  to  oppose  even  the  principle  of 
both,  if  he  thought  it  necessary. 

Mr.  Tienury^observed,  that  it  woald  be 
Tery  adv^antageoas  if,  when  both  the  sets 
of  resolutions  were  seitt  forth  into  the 
country,  some  time  were  allowed  to  as- 
certain  the  effect  which  they  might  have 
on  the  minds  of  the  poblic.  If  a  week 
were  allowed,  perhaps  by  that  time  the 
public  opinion  might  be  collected  as  to 
the  meriu  of  the  different  Resolutions,  and 
even  some  approadmation  might  be  hoped 
for  between  the  hon.  and  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  Baihurst  observed,  that  all  seemed 
agreed  as  to  ihe  course  to  be  pursued.  As 
to  the  day,  the- Resolutions  might  be  or- 
dered to  be  printed  on  Monday,  and  be 
ready  fordiscussion  on  Wednesday. 

The  Chancellor  <^  the  Exchequer  was  not 
aware  that  the  receiving  the  Report  on 
Wednesday  could  be  attended  with  any 
inconvenience.  The  measure  was  really 
so  simple,  that  there  could  not  be  any  ad- 
yantage  in  longer  delay ;  and  by  the  pre- 
sent  course  no  member  was  pledged  to 
support  its  principles 

Mr.  Tiemey  owned,  that  he  did  not  con« 
aider  himselt  bound  to  support  the  75s. 
or  any  other  price  which  had  been  pro- 
^sed.  But  he  wished,  in  order  that  the 
sense  of  the  country  should  be  better  as- 
certained, that  the  Re|ibrt  should  not  be 
received  till  Monday  se'nnight.  He  did 
not  mean  to  say  any  thing  more  upon 
the  subject  of  the  measure  now,  but  he 
conceived  that  what  be  proposed  might 
probably  save  much  useless  discussion. 

Mr.  Ifusitisiofi  certainly  did  not  con- 
sider the  right  hon.  gentleman  pledged 
to- the  principle  of  the  measure,  but  fully 
entitled  to  oppose  it,  if  he  thought  proper, 
in  its  progress  through  the  House.  He 
did  not  see  why  any  delay  beyond  Wed- 
nesday should  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Tiemey  observed,  thsLi  a  meeting  at 
lord  Liverpool's,  where  ail  the  gentlemen 
were  of  one  opinion  on  this  subject,  took 
two  days  to  discuss  it  [Cries  of  No !]  At 
eny.rate  they  met  on  Tuesday  and  ad- 
journed to  Thursday  to  decide'  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  they  were  on  both  occasions  all 
of  the  same  opinion  except  the  hon*  ba- 
ronet (sir  W.  Curtis),  who  was  present  as 
a  tar|^et  to  be  shot  at.  Why,  then,  if  a 
meeting,  where  all  were  on  the  same  side, 
toojc  flo  long  10  decide  on  ibe  queation, 
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might  not  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  w.ho  were  somewhat  divided, 
be  allowed  a  week  to  make  up  their  minds  ? 

Mr.  RohiMon  observed  that  this  was  not 
a  new  measure.  He  could  not  conceive 
that  a  longer  period  than  that  propeseil 
could  be  .wanted,  to  enable  gentlemen  te 
make  up  their  minds  as  to  which  of  the 
two  prices,  75  or  80  shillings,  should  be 
adopted.  He  did  not  see  any  precipi* 
tation  of  the  measure  in  the  course  which 
be  had  taken. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atlam  stated,  that  bad  he 
known  the  measure  was  to  have  been  so 
precipitated,  he  should  have  thought  it 
his  duty  to  divide  the  House.  By  the 
present  course,  be  considered  that  the 
House  would  stand  pledged  to  adopt  either 
the  one  or  the  other  of  the  prices  men* 
tinned.  At  all  events,  he  hoped  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  measure  would 
be  postponed  to  a  later  period^  than 
Wednesday. 

The  Chaneelior  qf  the  Excluquer  stated, 
that  on  Wednesday  the  measure  would 
only  be  in  its  first  stage,  and  the  decision 
of  the  House  would  only  be  a  preparatory 
step  to  bringing  in  a  Bill,  which  would 
not  prevent  it  from  putting  every  interval 
it  might  think  convenient,  between  the 
different  stages  of  its  progress.  No  more 
time  had  been  allowed  last  year,  and  the 
receiving  of  the  Report  on  Wednesday 
would  not  be  more  than  the  forms  of  the 
House  required. 

Mr.  Baring  thought,  whateyer  might  be 
said  to  the  contrary,  that  on  Wednesday 
the  House  was  to  be  pledged  to  some  par- 
ticular point.  Those  who  had  thus  bound 
themselves,  would  afterwards  find  it  awk* 
ward  to  turn  themselves  round  in  the  other 
stages  of  the  Bill.  It  would  be  wiser  in 
his  Majtsty^s  ministers,  if  they  wished  to 
conciliate  opinions,  to  allow  an  ampler 
time,  before  the  pledging  vote  of  the 
^  House  waa  called  upon  to  be  given.  If 
they  were  willing  to  grant  delays  after 
that  yote  had  passed,  why  should  they  not 
think  them  convenient  before  ? 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkins  suggested  Friday, 
as  a  day  which  might  meet  with  the  ap* 
probation  of  both  sides.  Should  the 
House  not  agree  to  the  Resolutions,  of 
course  the  measure  would  fall  to  the 
ground. 

Mr.  AoAmioii  acknowledged,  that  the 
measure  would  fall  to  the  ground  if  the 
Resolutions  should  not  pass ;  but  should 
they  be  first  agreed  to  in  the  committee^ 
the  measure  would  not  yet  be  carried*   He 
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illustrated  tbii  argamedt  by  the    UBoal 
coarse  adopted  in  resolutions  of  finance. 

Mr.  Fiizgerdld  thought  that,  on  looking 
at  the  circumstances  of  the  casf«  it  was 
clear  that  no  gentleman  was  bound  to  the 
principle  of  the  resolutions.  As  to  the 
amendment  proposed  with  respect  to  the 
period  of  receiTing  the  Report ,  Friday 
fvas  already  engaged.  Gentlemen  had 
argued  as  though  it  had  been  the  intention 
of  bis  Majesty's  ministers  on  Wednesday 
next  to  .take  an  ulterior  step.  That  was 
toot  the  case.  What  they  proposed  then 
to  do»  was  only  to  put  the  House  in  the 
▼ery  position  in  which  it  now  stood,  and 
empower  it  to  do  whst  might  this  erening 
be  done.  And  yet  it  was  called  precipi- 
tating a  measure,  to  defer  till  Wednesday 
what  might  ha?e  been  completed  that 
night. 

Mr.  Tiemey  could  not  coifceive  any 
Talid  objection  to  the  postponement  re- 
quired^  nor  could  he  suppose  that  any  in- 
convenience would  result  from  acceding 
to  it. 

Mr.  Hmkiteon  observed,  that  a  very 
aound  discretion  ought  to  be  exercised,  be- 
cause unnecessary  delay  would  be  incon* 
▼anient.  The  question  to  be  decided 
'Upon  this  subject  was,  wliether  restriction 
or  nonp restriction  should  exist  with  regard 
40  the  importation  of  com ;  and  it  was 
most  material  from  various  considerations, 
that  this  question  should  be  decided  as 
eoon  as  convenient.  As  to  opportuni- 
ties for  consideration  and  discussion, 
those  would  be  amply  afibrded  in  the 
aeveral  stages  of  the  measure.  Should  the 
decision  of  Wednesday  be  in  favour  of  the 
principle  of  the  Resolutions,  no  bill  could 
be  brought  in  until  Friday  or  Monday, 
and  thus  a  sufficient  interval  would  offer 
to  examine  the  merits  off  the  proposition. 

Mr.  Cakrqfl  thought  it  desirable  that 
the  House  shouldj  at  soon  as  convenient, 
come  to  a  vote  upon  this  important  ques- 
tion. Suspense  upon  the  subject  must  be 
bighly  injurious,  and  it  would  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  country  to  know  the  opinion 
of  the  House,  as  soon  as  that  opinion  could 
be  conveniently  pronounced.  Considering 
the  time  which  had  elapsed,  and  the  dis- 
cussions which  had  taken  place  upon  the 
merit  of  the  main  principle  of  those  Re- 
•oloiions,  he  could  not  see  why  the  House 
should  not  be  prepared  to  express  its  opi- 
nion on  Wedneiday. 
^  Mr.  Ptotheroe  observed,  that  a  propoti- 
tion  to  allow  the  importation  of  foreign 
com  at  ail  tiinei,  aabjecti  howe?er,  to  the 


payment  of  some  doty  which  should  a£K>rd 
the  domestic  grower  an  advantage  over 
the  foreigner,  would  not  be  so  objectioa- 
able ;  but  that  he  could  not  assent  to  any 
measure  for  the  utter  exclusion  of  foreign 
corn. 

Mr.  BarsH^  objected  in  toio  to  the  pro* 
ject  for  excluding  foreign  corn  as  a  per* 
manent  measure  of  legislation ;  but  he 
should  have  n6  ol^ection  to  give  tempo- 
rary relief  to  the  farmer,  while  he  would 
avoid  any  alteration  of  the  corn  laws.  He 
deprecated  the  idea  of  pledging  the  House 
on  Wednesday  next,  and  the  more  so,  aa 
it  would  require  farther  time  to  examine 
the  merits  of  the  Resolutions,  which  it  did 
not  seem  so  easy  to  understand. 

Mr.  Baikwru  thought  the  merits  of  the 
question  under  consideration  were  ^ully 
understood,  both  within  that  House  and 
without,  and  therefore  he  should  protest 
against  useless  procrastination. 
'  It  was  then  agreed,  that  the  Resolo-> 
tions  should  be  re-committed />roybriiid  on 
Monday,  and  the  Report  be  received  oa 
Wednesday. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Monday,  Fdrruary  20. 

Sia  James  Downib.]  Earl  Batkum 
stated,  that  in  consequence  of  the  ques* 
tions  which  had  been  put  respecting  •lien- 
tenant-general  Down  ie,  be  had  made  the 
proper  inquiries,  and  found  the  circum- 
stances to  be  these  :^Lieutenant-ffeneral 
Downie  never  had  any  rank  in  the  British 
army,  and  had  received  no  pay  as  such : 
but  he  had  been  in  the  peninsula,  in  our 
commissariat  department.  He  obtained 
permission  to  raise  a  Spanish  regiment^ 
which  he  did  ;  and  having  ingratiated 
Jiimself  with  the  Spanish  authorities,  be 
rose  rapidly  in  that  service.  Whether 
he  was  in  the  army  which  was  appointed 
to  act  against  Sooth  America,  he  did  not 
with  ceruinty  know;  but  in  ail  proba* 
bility  he  was  in  that  army.  With  Spain 
this  was  a  great  national  object,  whoever 
were  the  parties  in  power,  as  much  so  aa 
ever  any  of  our  colonies  were  with  us; 
and  it  was  not  probable  that  sir  Jamea 
would  refuse  to  serve  in  the  prosecution  of 
an  object  which  was  of  the  highest  national 
importance  to  those  to  whom  he  was  under 
so  much-obligation*  So  very  national  waa 
this  object  in  Spain,  that  at  a  time  when 
their  finest  provincea  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  French,  the  arms,  the  clothing,  and 
the  money  sent  tbam  by  Great  Britain  for 
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tbeir  own  defence,  had  been  in  a  great 
measare*  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of 
an  expedition  against  America.  Lieu* 
tenant- general  Downie  had  here  merely 
the  half-pay  of  the  civil  appointment 
which  be  had  mentioned. 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdowne  recurred  to 
the  consideration  of  sir  James  Downie 
having  received  pay  to  a  late  peripd  from 
this  country.  He  doubted  not,  as  the 
noble  secretary  of  state  had  said,  that  it 
VTBB  only  half-pay ;  but  still  it  appeared 
lirom  a  document  laid  before  the  other 
House,  that  he  had  received  pay  afid  allow- 
ances to  a  Tery  late  period,  though  in  what 
4tapacity  did  not  appear. 

Earl  Bathuru,  in  explanation,  referred 
to  the  circumstance  of  sir  James  Downie 
having  raised  a  regrment  in  Spain,  as  did 
some  ^f  the  noblemen  of  that  country. 
He  was  paid  for^  that  service  in  the  way 
that  others  were,  and  he  believed  the 
allowances  alluded'to  were  for  arrears  due 
io  that  capacity. 

Spanish  Subjects  sent  from  Gibbal- 
TAU  TO  Cadiz.]  Lord  Grenvillc  said,  that  it 
had  been  intimated  to  him  in  the  course 
of  the  summer,  that  certain  Spaniards 
who  had  sought  refuge  in  Gibraltar  had 
been  delivered  up  by  the  governor  to  the 
Spanish  authorities,  and  he  had  in  conse- 
quence taken  an  opportunity  to  apply  to  a 
noble  friend  of  his  (earl  Batburst),  to 
whom  such  an  application  he  was  sore 
could  not  have  been  made  in  vain.  His 
noble  friend  on  that  occasion  promised  that 
an  inquiry  should  be  immediately  insti- 
tuted into  the  circumstances^  and  that 
steps  should  without  delay  be  taken  at 
the  circumstances  should  seem  to  require. 
In  the  full  confidence  that  this  promise 
would  be  punctually  fulfilled,  he  had^ 
hitherto  abstained  from  saying  any  thiA]g 
on  the  subject.  But  not  having  as  yet 
been  given  to  understand  that  the  Spanish 
government  had  yielded  to  our  represen- 
tations, and  released  the  individuals  in 
question,  it  was  quite  necessary  now  to 
ask  his  noble  friend  to  state,  if  he  had  no 
objection^  in  what  situation  this  matter  at 
present  stood,  and  whether  the  persons 
alluded  to  had  not  been  released  at  the 
Intercession  of  the  British  government? 
There  coald  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  de- 
livering ap  of  these  men  was  a  high  crime 
on  the  part  of  the  officer.  It  would  have 
been  a  crime  in  an  officer  of  any  European 
power,  but  it  was  more  peculiarly  criminal 
in  an  officer  of  this  coimtryy  when  no 
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such  power  was  vested  in  any  officer,  not 
even  in  the  king  himself.  It^was  a  part 
of  the  law  and  constitution  of  thisxountry, 
as  old  as  Magna  Charta  itself,  that  strangers 
who  resorted  to  this  country  should  be 
protected,  and  enjoy  the  benefits  of  its 
constitution  and  liberties ;  and  to  deliver 
up  strangers  in  this  situation  to  the  power 
of  a  bloody  and  despotic  government,  was 
not  less  criminal  than  it  would  have  been 
to  lay  hands  on  a  native  British  aubject, 
and  give  him  up  in  the  same  manner.  He 
had  waited  on  his  noble  friend  to  exprest 
the  utter  indignation  which  he  felt  at  this 
act  of  oppression,  and  he  had  the  pleasure 
to  find  that  his  own  indignation  was  not 
greater  than  that  of  his  noble  friend,  and 
of  the  ministers  in  general,  when  they  dis- 
covered that  the  delegated  authority  of 
the  British  government  bad  been  prosti- 
tuted at  the  feet  of  Spain,  by  giving  op  to 
an  odious  and  sanguinary  despotism  the 
martyrs  to  the  freedom  and  ii^depen* 
dence  of  their  country,  while  flying,  after 
their  glorious  struggle,  to  those  dominions 
where  they  believed,  that  they  who  bad 
fallen  victims  to  the  cause  of  liberty  and 
national  independence  could  never  claim 
hospitality  and  protection  in  vain.  It 
was  not  sufficient  to  have  disapproved  of 
tbis  gross  irregularity  of  the  British  go- 
vernor. There  was  no  treaty  by  which 
this  country  was  bound  to  deliver  up  these 
men.  They  were  given  up  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  our  own  constitution  and  laws  ; 
a|id  we  had  a  eight,  upon  the  clear  prin- 
ciples of  the  law  of  nations,  to  demand 
that  the  Spanish  government  should  not 
take  advantage  of  the  error  of  our  officer  ; 
and  we  were  bound  to  insist,  that  the  in- 
jured individuals  should  be  released,  and 
replaced  in  an  asylum  which  they  might 
consider  as  safe.  There  was  no  pretence 
on  which  the  Spanish  government  could 
justly  refuseio  accede  to  this  applicafion. 
He  said  nothing  of  past  benefits,  nothing 
of  present  advantages ;  but,  on  the  ground 
of  the  common  relations  of  friendship  be* 
tween  two  nations  at  peace  with  each 
other,  we  had  a  right  to  insist  that  these 
men  should  be  replaced  where  there  ex- 
isted no  power,  without  positive  statute,  to 
deprive  them  of  the  benefit  of  our  consti- 
tution and  liberties.  It  was  due  to  justice, 
to  the  honour  and  character  of  the  natioQ» 
that  these  victims  of  the  ignorance  of  oor 
officer  should  be  replaced  in  that  country 
where  they  had  expected  to  find  safety 
and  protection,  and  which  ought  to  bo 
known  lo  all  Europe  as  a  aacied  and  invio* 
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lable  asylum.  He  hoped,  therefore,  thai 
his  noble  friend  would  have  no  objection 
to  slate,  that  applications  for  their  release 
bad  been  made  to  the  Spanish  govern* 
ment,  and  were  still  making;  and  he 
trusted  also  that  he  would  be  enabled  to 
■tate  that  it  was  likely  the  demand  would 
be  complied  with. 

Earl  Bathunt  said,  that  having  heard 
the  case  of  four  Spanish  gentlemen  who 
had  sought  refuge  in  Gibraltar,  and  had 
been  delivered  up  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment by  the  governor,  and  having  seen  a 
letter  to  lord  Holland,  and  an  address  to 
the  Prince  Regent  on  the  subject,  he  had 
lost  no  time  in  taking  the  sense  of  his 
Royal  Highness  on  this  matter.  He  had 
caused  every  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
circumstances,  and  application  had  cer- 
tainly been  made  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment for  the  release  of  these  gentlemen, 
though,  he  was  sorry  to  state,  without  as 
yet  having  produced  the  desired  effect. 
He  confessed  the  case  had  made  a  stronger 
impression  on  his  mind  at  first,  than  ihe 
circumstances  as  they  afterwards  appeared 
aeemed  to  demand.  General  Campbell, 
by  whom  the  men  had  been  delivered  up, 
was  dead  at  the  time  the  application  had 
been  made  to  him ;  but  the  state  of  the 
case  was  this.  These  four  men,  when  the 
Cortes  and  Regency  were  in  power,  had 
been  engaged  against  the  royalist  party  ; 
but  were  set  at  liberty  in  consequence  of 
im  act  of  indemnity,  passed  to  a  certain 
extent,  at  the  instance  of  the  British  au- 
thorities. They  were  afterwards  setaed, 
etnd  sent  to  Cadiz ;  and  there  they  prayed 
to  be  released  through  the  interference  of 
the  British,  who,  tl^ey  said,  were  parties 
to  the  indemnity.  The  Regency  and 
Cortes,  however,  stated,  that  they  had 
been  seized  in  consequence  of  subsequent 
acts.  They  then  came  to  Gibraltar,  and 
applied  for  protection ;  but  had  been  de- 
livered up.  There  were  two  circum- 
stances, then,  with  respect  to  which  he 
had  been  under  a  misapprehension.  In  the 
first  place,  the  capitulation  or  declaration 
of  indemnity  was  not  ours,'  and  the  acts 
for  which  the  men  had  been  seized  had 
occurred  during  the  authority  of  the  Cortes 
smd  Regency.  He  did  not,  however,  in- 
tend to  justify  the  conduct  of  the  British 
governor,  nor  did  he  by  any  means  say 
that  there  did  not  exist  grounds  for  very 
atrong  representations  on  the  subject  to  the 
Spanish  government,  and  such  representa- 
tions had  been  made ;  though  he  was  sorry, 
W  he  had  already  stated^  that  those  re* 


presentations  had  not  as  yet'beea  attended 
with  the  desired  effect. 

Lord  GrtwaiUt  said,  he  was  'quite  satis* 
fied  that  his  noble  friend  bad  no  desire  to 
justify  the  conduct  of  the  British  governor* 
but  none  of  the  circumstances  stated  by 
his  noble  friend  in  the  least  touched  the 
ground  on  which  he  (lord  Grenville)  had 
rested  the  question.  That  ground  was, 
that  by  the  laws  and  constitution  of  this 
country,  strangers  resorting  to  it  as  well  aa 
the  natives  were  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
our  liberties,  if  these  strangers  had  been 
convicted  of  the  most  heinous  murder^ 
whatever  might  be  their  offences  and 
crimes,  still  not  even  the  king  himself,  and 
far  less  an  inferior  governo/,  had  the  power 
or  the  right,  without  a  oositive  act  of  the 
legislature,  to  lay  hands  upon  them  and 
deliver  them  up.  Whatever,  therefore, 
might  be  the  merits  of  their  case  in  other 
respects,  it  was  wrong  to  give  them  up  ; 
and  we  had  a  right  to  demand  that  they 
should  be  replaced  under  that  protection 
of  which  they  had  been  deprived  by  col* 
lusion  between  the  British  and  Spanish 
officers.  He  had  no  wish  to  press  harder 
upon  the  memory  of  general  Campbell 
than  the  circumstances  absolutely  de« 
manded,  and  he  ought  now  to  state  that 
he4iad  heard  him  well  spoken  of;  but  he 
had  in  this  instance  been  guilty  of  a  mis* 
take,  and,  he  most  say,  a  most  reprehensi« 
ble  mistake.  In  this  respect,  there  was  nof 
difference  lietween  a  stranger  and  a  native* 
born  subject.  In  both  cases  allegiance 
was  required,  and  iq  both  protection  was 
due ;  and,  therefore,  it  was  not  sufficient 
merely  to  make  representations,  but  those 
representations  must  be  urged,  and  the  de* 
mand  insisted  upon.  It  could  not  be 
passed  over,  unless  we  were  prepared  to 
surrender  the  honour  and  independence  of 
this  country,  and  lay  them  prostrate  at 
the  foot  .of  the  Spanish  government.  If 
the  object  could  be  attained  by  represen- 
tation, so  much  the  better ;  but  if  success 
tn  that  way  should  appear  desperate,  then 
it  would  be  necessary  to  adopt  more  effec* 
tive  measures. 

TiANSFsa  OF  Genoa.]  The  order  of 
the  day  being  read. 

The  Marquis  of  Bucldngham  rose,  pnr« 
soant  to  notice,  td*move  for  the  proclama- 
tions of  lord  William  Bentinck  and  general 
Dalrymple  to  the  people  of  Genoa.  The 
noble  marquis  said,  that  if  there  was  any 
doty  more  incumbent  on  the  government 
of  a  coimtry  thaa  anotherf  it  was  that  of 
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redeeming  the  pledges  made  in  its  ntmey 
and  with  its  authority,  by  its  officers.    If 
there  was  any  thing  more  base  and  -das* 
lardly  in  a  government  than  another,  iv 
was  the  leaving  it  a  matter  of  doabt,  whe* 
ther  the  acts  of  the  officer  werb  really  the 
acts  of  the  government,  or  the  acts  of  the 
agent  himself  exceeding  his  commission. 
He  said,  be 'was  speaking  of  a  measure 
which  was  concluded  ;  so  that  there  could 
be  no  pretence  for  rc/osing  the  papers  on 
the  ground  of  a  pending  negociation.    It 
was  now  partly  his  object  to  bring  the 
-principles  which  he  had  staled  to  the  test, 
and  to  call  upon  the  executive  government 
to  avow  their  support  of  the  acts  of  their 
agent,  or  to  disavow  those  acts  if  they  did 
^not  support  them^    Looking  at  the  pro- 
clamations^  he  should  think  that  the  agent 
had  the  support  of  the  government ;    but 
when   he  observed  their  silence   on  the 
aubject,  be  should   rather  be  induced  to 
think  that  the  agent  had  not  that  autho- 
rity.   They  appeared  to  have  been  willing 
to  take  all  the  advantage  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  their  officer,  still  reserving  to  them- 
aelTes.  a  hole  to  creep  out  from  the  tncon- 
yeniencies  of  his  en  gagements.    The  noble 
marquis  said,  he  had  taken  too  limited  a 
▼iew  of  the  question  on  a  former  evening; 
he  now  boldly  protested  against  the  whole 
system  of  spoliation,  plunder,  and  aggres- 
aton,  which  began  with  the  French  revo- 
lution, and  appeared  now  to  be  adopted 
by  us*    The  noble  Secretary  of  State  had 
said  the  other  day,  that  the  transaction 
was  not  completed,  and  that  the  time  for 
explanation  was  not  yet  arrived :    bat  be 
called  upon  the  noble  earl  to  produce  the 
documents,  which  would  prove  that  the 
transaction  was  completed.     The  noble 
earl  knew  to  what  he  alluded.     The  docu- 
ment was  in  the  office.    Let  him  produce 
the  protocol  of  Congress  of  the  12th  of 
December.    It  waa  known,  and  had  been 
<liscussed  at  Genoa,  and  must  be  known 
here ;  and  by  that  document  the  territory 
of  Genoa  had  been  irrevocably  transferred 
to  Sardinia.     But  then  it  was  said,  the 
time  for  explanation  had  not  arrived  :  but 
if  the  act  was  completed,  when  could  a 
more  proper  time  arrive  ?     Who  was  to 
be  the  judge  of  the  proper  time  ?     If  the 
accused  was  to  be  allowed  to  take  his  own 
time  for  his  defence,.r^nien  could  they 
hope  for  a  verdict^    This  was  another 
extraordinary  notion  on  the  subject  of 
*  responsibility,  in  addition  to  .the  strange 
doctrines  which  had  lately  been  broached 
respecting  it^  ai^d  that^  tao,  by  some  learned 
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persons,  who  had  said,  that  when  a  forca 
waa  raised  for  a  certain  purpose,  it  might 
still  be  kept  up,  after  the  cause  had  ceased 
—upon  the  responsibility  of  ministers. 
The  noble  marquis  then  adverted  to  the 
proclamations  of  lord  William  Benttnck, 
calling  upon  the  Italians  to  fight  for  their 
independence,  particularly  that  issued  at 
at  Genoa  on  the  26th  of  April,  1814,  in 
which  a  distinct  pledge  was  given  that  the 
Genoese  should  be  restored  to  all  their 
ancient  privileges^nder  their  former  esta- 
blished government.  He  asked,  whether 
lord  William  Bentinck  was  authorised  by 
ministers  to  give  such  a  pledge  ?  There 
could  be  no  doubt  that  the  Genoese  had 
assisted  our  troops  in  expelling  the  French 
in  consequence  of  this  promise  so  di.uinctly 
made;  and  what  followed?  The  1st  of 
January  last  was  fixed  on  as  the  period 
when  the  Genoese  should  return  to  their 
ancient  establishments  and  their  former 
independence.  In  the  mean  time,  on  the 
J  2th  of  December,  a  protocol  was  agreed - 
to  at  the  Congress,  transferring  the  city 
and  territory  of  Genoa  to  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia, and  OH  the  27  th  a  proclamation  was 
published  by  general  Dairy mple,  com- 
manding the  British  troops  at  Genoa, 
stating  this  fact,  and  ordering  the  people 
to  obey  the  new  authority  set  over  them, 
in  the  person  of  the  king  of  Sardinia ;  and 
also  stating  that  be  had  orders  to  that 
effect  from  the  Prince  Regent  of  England. 
Was  lord  William  Bentinck  authorized  in 
the  first  instance  to  hold  out  such  a  pledge 
to  the  Genoese  people  ?  And  was  general 
Dairy  mple  authorized,  in  the  other  in- 
stance, by  the  Prince  Regent's  govern- 
ment, to  be  the  instrument  of  sacrificing 
the  independence  of  this  people,  whieh; 
by  the  first  proclamation,  this  country 
was  pledged  to  protect?  How  did  minis- 
ters reconcile  these  contradictions?  The 
noble  earl  opposite  most  have  the  means 
of  giving  information  to  the  House.  The 
protocol  was  published  at  Genoa,  and 
purported  to  have  been  agreed  upon  by 
the  contracting  parties  to  the  peace  of 
Paris,  in  communication  with  the  Genoese 
deputies.  What  were  the  facu?  The 
allies,  at  the  peace  of  Paris,  guaranteed 
to  Austria  all  that  ft>rmerly  belonged  to 
her  in  Italy,  and  established  the  principle 
that  the  other  states  should  be  restored  to 
their  former  independence.  Was  it  not 
an  indisputable  fact,  that  Genoa  never  did. 
belong  to  the  House  of  Austria,  but  waa, 
on  the  contrary,  independent?  Yet,  in* 
defiance  of  the  most  solemn  treaties  and 
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engagements,  this  protocol  purported  that 
these  same  powers'  who  had  signed  the 
peace  of  Paris,  had  agreed  to  sacrifice  the 
independence  of  Genoa*  by  transferring  if 
lo  Sardinia;  and  it  was  alleged  to  have 
been  done  in  communication  with  the 
Genoese  deputies,  although  these  deputies 
were  not  admitted  to  Congress,  and  so* 
lemnly  protested  against  the  act,  and 
aUhoiigh  the  Genoese  people  as  solemnly 
protested  against  this  gross  rioJatiun  of 
faith.  He  did  not  ask  for  information 
respecting  any  measure  in  progress  re- 
specting any  negociation  now  depending, 
but  respecting  a  measure  already  deter* 
mined  upon,  ^iready  carried  into  effect-— 
a  measure,  which  upon  the  face  of  it,  was 
a  gross  yiulation  of  fdith  on  the  part  of 
this  country,  and  which,  even  on  the  mi« 
serable  ground  of  expediency,  cuuld  not 
be  justified,  since  we  had  opened  lo  France, 
by  giving  up  to  her  the  mountain  passes  of 
Savoy,  a  way  into  the  heart  of  (hat country ; 
tnd  then,  by  way  of  indemnity,  had  given 
Genoa  to  the  Icing  of  Sardinia,  in  viola* 
iion  of  every  principle  of  juitice  and  good 
lisith.  Thus  supporting  the  grossest  im- 
policy by  other  acts  of  gross  impolicy  and 
injustice,  and  sacrificing  the  character  and 
honour  of  the  country,  by  setting  up  and 
maintaining  those  very  principles  of  spo- 
liation, against  which  we  had  carried  on  a 
twentv  years  war.  The  noble  marquis 
after  forciby  dwelling  upon  these  topics, 
concluded,  by  moviiig  for  the  proclama- 
tions of  lord  William  Bentinckand  general 
Dairy mple,  and  such  extracts  from  them 
as  could  be  communicated  wilhoot  detri- 
ment to  the  public  service. 

The  Earl  of  Lberpool  observed,  that 
when  what  he  had  said  on  a  former  even- 
ing upon  this  subject  was  recollected  by 
their  lordships,  they  would  see  that  his 
Majesty's  ministers  were  not  in  the  slightet 
degree  disposed  to  shrink  from  the  discus- 
sion of  this  particular  topic.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  had  declared  their  willingness, 
when  the  proper  opportunity  should 
arrive,  of  not  only  folly  discussing  that, 
but  every  topic  connected  with  it,  in  the 
clearest  and  most  comprehensive  manner ; 
and,  cdnseqaently,  that  they  were  willing 
to  produce  every  possible  information  on 
the  subject  At  the  present  moment, 
however,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose  the 
production  of  the  papers  called  for  on 
other  grounds,  and  which  he  luuLalso  re- 
ferred to  in  the  first  instance.  Under  the 
present  circumstances,  be  roust  deprecate 
all  partial  discussions,  aa  must  l>e  the  con« 
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sideration  of  single  or  separate  topics,  such 
as  that  referred  to  by  the  noble  marquis. 
And  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  mar- 
quis clearly  evinced,  that  the  particular 
topic  could  not  be  fully  or  fairly  discussed, 
without  entering  into  a  detailed  considera- 
tion of  many  others,  which  it  would  be 
perfectly  inconsistent  to  do  at  present. 
He  would  irepeat,  that,  when  the  proper 
time  should  arrive,  and  which,  he  trusted, 
was  not  far  distant^  he  pledged  himself  to 
prove,  that  not  only  with  respect  to  the 
particular  measure  of  Genoa,  but  jevery 
other  connected  with  it,  there  had  not 
been  the  smallest  breach  of  faith  on  the 
part  of  the  British  government^  nor  any 
expectations  held  out  that  were  not  even- 
tually realized.  And.  he  must  observe, 
that  there  were  many  facts,  of  which  the 
noble  marquis  appeared  totally  ignorant, 
and  other  circumstances  in  the  transaction 
which  (he  did  ndt  mean  intentionally)  he 
had  greatly  perverted.  He  requested 
their  lordships  only  to  suspend  their  judg« 
ment  until  the  whole  of  the  case  shquld  be 
before  them.  Considering  the  subject  in 
this  light,  he  would  move  the  previous 
question  on  the  noble  marquis's  motion  at 
present,  with  the  understanding,  that  at 
the  proper  period  he  should  cheerfully 
produce  the  papers* 

Earl  Baihuru  denied  that  there  was  any 
desire  in  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  shrink 
from  inquiry  ;  but  these  papers  could  not 
be  adduced  without  involving  subjects  on 
which  the  House  had  yet  no  means  o€ 
judging.  The  question  divided  itself  into 
two;  first,  the  policy,  and  second,  the 
honour  of  England.  The  policy  was 
only  to  be  determined  by  the  general 
results— their  lordships  might  rely  upon 
his  solemn  belief,  that  the  honour  of  the 
country  was  secure,  and  that  no  engage- 
ments had  been  enterted  into  which  bad 
not  been  fully  performed.  He  himself, 
firom  the  situation  which  he  held,  had  a 
peculiar  anxiety  that  investigation  should 
be  speedy ;  but  painful  as  it  was  to  live 
under  imputations,  nothing  should  induce 
him  to  clear  himself  at  the  expense  of 
the  public  interest. 

The  Duke  of  Sussex  adverted  to  the 
transactions  in  Italy,  particularly  as  con- 
nected with  the  negociations  with  Murat, 
and  observed  that  they  peculiarly  called 
for  investigation,  notwithstanding  the  si- 
lence maintained  by  the  noble  earl  oppo- 
site. The  independence  of  Gt»noa  had 
been  promised  by  this  country  long  ante- 
rior to  the  proclamation  of  lord  William 
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Bentinck,  as  the  reason  alleged  by  Buo- 
naparte for  annexing  the  Liguriao  re- 
public to  France,  was,  that  we  were  re- 
solved upon  establishing  its  independence. 
How  it  happened  that  these  repeated  pro- 
mises bad  been  violated  was  a  matter  for 
serious  discussion^  and  he  thought  it  of 
much  too  serious  moment  to  be  got  rid  of 
in  the  way  attempted  by  the  noble  earls 
opposite,  there  being  many  points  con- 
l^cted  with  the  subject*  particularly  as 
connected  with  the  commerce  of  this 
country^  which  called  for  the  grave  con- 
sideration of  their  lordships. 

Iiord  JTiiig'  oondemned  the  conduct  of 
ministers  with  regard  to  Genoa*  and  ob- 
aerved,  that  by  the  annexation  of  Hilde- 
sheim  to  Hanover,  we  had  been  led  on  to 
accede  to  principAs  of  injustice*  which 
▼iolated  the  faith  and  disgraced  the  cba* 
racter  of  the  country. 

Lord  Grenvilie  contended,  that  a  case 
bad  been^nade  out  with  regard  to  Genoa* 
which  no  evasion  of  ministers  could  get 
rid  of;  it  being  ridiculous  to  say  that  any 
discussions  regarding  Saxony  and  Poland 
could  have  any  effect  upon  what  had 
been  already  done  with  respect  to  Grenoa. 
From  what  had  already  been  published, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  Genoa*  after 
being  promised  its  angient  independence 
by  this  country,  bad  been  delivered  over, 
oppressively  and  unjustly,  to  the  king 
of  Sardinia,  to  whose  rule,  more  than  to 
any  other,  they  were  hostile ;  and  for  this 
act  of  perfidy  no  excuse  could  be  derived 
from  any  part  of  the  discussions  respect- 
ing Saxony  and  Poland.  He  lamented  to 
aee  that  such  an  example  had  been  set  to 
Europe ;  and  that,  as  if  it  was  a  principle 
agreed  upon,  this  country  had  completely 
precluded  herself  from  interfering  with 
any  good  effect  in  the  further  proceedings 
of  Congress,  by  thus  putting  herself  for- 
ward as  the  violator  of  every  principle  of 
justice  and  good  faith.  When  the  time 
was  to  come  for  the  whole  transactions  of 
Congress  to  be  laid  before  parliament,  he 
know  not,  but  he  was  afraid  nothing 
ifould  redound  from  them  to  the  honour 
of  this  country.  It  was,  however,  too 
much  to  say*  that  parliament  should  not 
interfere  in  the  progress  of  such  a  nego- 
tiation, it  being  an  admitted  principle 
that  parliament,  if  it  saw  any  act  which 
required  its  interposition,  might  interfere 
io  save  the  honour  and  character  of  the 
i;oontry  from  disgrace. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  contended*  thai  the 
ierpu  of  the  motion  sboired  It  to  be  im* 
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proper  with  a  view  to  the  discussion  of  the 
question,  from  the  words,  "  such  extracts 
as  were  not  detrimental  to  the  public  8er« 
vice,''  thus  proving,  that  until  the  whole 
case  was  before  parliament,  it  would  be 
roost  unwise  to  discuss  a  point  which  was 
intimately  connected  with  it,  and  coold 
not  therefore  be  taken  by  itself.  This 
was  not  the  time  for  putting  the  servanta 
of  the  ctown  upon  their  trial*  nor  could 
they  be  justly  placed  in  that  situation  till 
all  the  evidence  was  forthcoming. 

The  Earl  of  Darnley  supported  the  mo- 
tion.— After  some  explanation,  and  a  short 
reply  from  the  marquis  of  Buckingham, 
the  House  divided  on  the  previous  question  : 
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Sia  James  Duff.]  Mr.  Whubrmd  gave 
notice*  that  on  Wednesday  se'nnight  he 
would  move  an  Address  to  his  royal  high* 
ness  the  Prince  Regent,  on  the  subject  of 
the  conduct  of  sir  James  Dufi^  general 
Smith*  and  several  other  persons,  with  re« 
ferencelo  the  giving  up  of  certain  Spanish 
subjects.  He  recommended  to  the  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
inquire  before  that  period,  whether  anv 
memorial  from  one  of  those  Spanish  pri- 
soners who  were  tried  at  Cadiz*  had  been 
received  in  this  country.  He  under- 
stood  that  one  was  written,  and  that  air 
James  Duff  undertook  to  forward  it  to 
general  Smith ;  and  he  should  be  glad 
to  know  whether  such  a  document  had 
ever  been  received  by  the  latter  gentle^ 
man. 

Stat£  of  thb  CoaN,LAws.]  On  the 
order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  com* 
mitiee  of  the  whole  House,  to  conaidei 
further  of  the  state  of  the  Corn  Laws^ 

Mr.  Baring  said,  that  having  declared 
his  intention,  on  a  former  eveningt  of 
laying  before  the  House  a  series  of  reao* 
lutions,  counter  to  those  already  propoaed 
on  the  subject  of  the  corn  laws,  be  had^ 
on  considering  the  question  more  matorely^ 
conoeived  it  woold  be  better  both  with 
reference  to  the  convenience  of  the  Honae* 
and  to  the  sentiments  of  those  gentlemea 
who  thought  with  him*  that  whatever 
measure  waa  proposed  ahouid  be  of  e 
temporary  nature,  to  adopt  the  opinioo 
of  toe  b(UL  gentleokjan  below  him  (Blr* 
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Banket),  and  not  to  bring  forward  any 
counter* resolutions  ;  bot  to  propose,  in 
the  committee,  on  Wednesday  next*  that 
the  measure  should  be  a  temporary  one, 
«od  afterwards,  if  the  House  should  agree 
on  that  point,  to  submit  such  prices— such 
s  scale  of  reduction— ^s,  upon  the  whole, 
would  appear  to  accord  best  with  the  ge- 
neral seniiments  of  the  committee.  Hts 
intention  originally  was,  to  have  stated,  in 
bis  resolutions,  the  cause  of  the  general 
agricultural  distress,  and  the  reasons  why 
a  temporary  measure  ought  to  be  pre- 
ferred. But  it  afterwards  occurred  to  biro, 
that  many  persons,  who  agreed  with  him 
in  considering  a  temporary  measure  the 
moat  advisable.  Would  not  admit  the  argo- 
menta  by  which  he  should  have  endea- 
Toured  to  prove  the  utility  of  adopting  the 
principle  he  was  desirous  of  establishing. 

The  House  agreed  to  go  into  the  said 
committee  on  Wednesday. 
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New  Taxes.J  TheChancellorof  the  Ex- 
chequer moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
going  into  a  committee  to  consider  fur- 
ther of  Ways  and  Means  for  raising  the 
anpply  granted  to  his  Majesty.  He  also 
moved.  That  the  several  accounts  pre- 
iented  in  the  last  and  present  session  of 
parliament,  relative  to  the  public  revenue; 
nnd  the  Act  of  the  54th  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty, chap.  57  and  64,  for  continuing 
certain  war  duties,  be  referred  to  the  said 
committee;  which  was  ordered  accord- 
ingly. The  Speaker  having  left  the  chair, 
The  Ckaneeitor  of  the  Exchequer  rose,  and 
mddressed  the  committee.  He  observed, 
that  it  would  naturally  be  expected  from 
him,  to  assii^n  to  the  House  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  submit  to  its  consi- 
deration the  Resolutions  he  was  about  to 
propose,  before  ihe  financial  arrangements 
of  the  year  had  been  completed,  and  could 
be  distinctly  laid  before  parliament.  That 
atatement  he  would  make,  as  briefly  as  the 
nature  of  the  subject  would  admit;  The 
committee  would  recollect,  that,  on  the  5th 
•f  April  next,  the  property  tax  would  ex- 
pire; and  that,  on  the  5th  of  July  following, 
the  other  taxes,  for  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try during  the  war,  would  also  cease  and 
determine.  It  was,  therefore,  important. 
Ibr  the  House  to  take  into  consideration, 
•s  early  as  possible,  whether  the  renewal 
cf  ihoae  taxes  should  take  place,  or  whe- 
ther the  stim  necessary  for  the  public  exi- 
gency, ahouki  be  faised  in  some  other 
Viamwr.    It  was  not  hb  intention  to  pro- 


pose to  the  House,  (as  he  had  already  an« 
noonced),  a  renewal  of  the  property  tax. 
With  some,  it  was  a  matter  of  doubt,  whe* 
ther  that  tax  should  be  suffered  to  cease  ; 
but  his  own  opinion  was, '.looking  to  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  with  America  as 
an  event  almost  certain  of  taking  place, 
that  it  ought  to  expire  at  the  stipulateil 
time.  He  was  bound,  however,  to  state, 
according  to  the  best  of  his  judgment, 
that  the  House  could  not,  on  account  of 
any  expression  of  feeling  in  the  country, 
be  precluded  from  entering  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  propriety  of  renewing 
the  property  tax,  if  circumstances  ren- 
dered its  re-enactment  necessary.  The 
parliament  of  1 803,  or  of  1 80C,  could  nei- 
ther bind  themselves,  yor  succeeding  par- 
liaments, not  to  consider,  with  reference 
to  this  tax,  circumstances  which  they 
could  not  foresee.  He  could  not  conceive 
any  such  thing  as  a  contract  between  the 
Commons  in  parliament  assembled,  and  the 
Commons  at  large,  by  which  the  former 
stipulated  that  they  would  not,  under  amf 
circumstances,  resort  to  a  particular  mea- 
sure. Whatever  might  be  the  situation 
of  parliament,  they  could  not  enter  into  a 
contract  or  bargain  with  the  subjects  of  the 
realm  at  large,  whose  representatives  they 
were,  and  whose  interests  were  identified 
with  their  own.  The  public,  represented 
in  parliament,  might  indeed  tsike  posses- 
sion of  individual  properly,  by  the  borrow- 
ing of  money,  and  in  many  other  ways  ; 
and  parliament  was  bound  by  the  con- 
tract with  that  individual,  because  the 
parties  were  in  such  a  case  separate  and 
distinct ;  but  between  parliament  and  the 
public  in  general,  there  could  be  no 
contract  The  parliament  could  not  forego 
that  power  by  which  it  was  authorized 
to  legislate— rto  frame  such  laws  as  the 
necessities  of  the  country  required ;  a 
proposition,  be  conceived,  which  a  little 
consideration  would  prove,  to  t)e  indis- 
putable, notwithstanding  what  had  been 
repeatedly  advanced  to  the  contrary,  by 
those  who  spoke  of  a  compact  having 
taken  place  between  the  parliament  and 
the  people,  on  the  subject  of  this  par- 
ticular tax.  Having  stated,  however^ 
that  it  was  not  his  inienticm  to  pro- 
pose a  renewal  of  the  property  tat, 
he  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  very  important  benefits 
which  the  country  had  derived  from  it. 
A  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Tiernev),  not 
long  since,  had  begged  pardon  of  God, 
and  of  the  public^  for  the  part  he  had 
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taken  in  imposing  this  tax,  in  the  year  I  set  of  gentlemen  to  whom  the  country  was 
1S06.     He  hoped  the  right  hon  gentle-    indebted  for  the  preservation  of  tranQiiiU 


ight  non  gen 
jnan's  conscience  was  not  so  tender,  as  to 
give  him  much  pain  for  that  offence.  [A 
laugh].  For  his  own  part^  he  roust  con- 
fess,  that,  having  taken  a  far  more  promj- 
nen6  share  in  the  imposition  of  the  pro- 
perty tax  than  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  done^  there  was  no  circumstance  of 
his  public  life  to  which  he  looked  back 
with  greater  pleasure  and  satisfaction.  The 
property  tax  and  the  other  war  taxes, 
formed  the  means  by  .which  the  public 
credit  had  been  upheld.  They  had  ena- 
bled Great  Britain  to  persevere  in  that 
arduous  but  necessary  contest,  which  had 
been  recently  terminated,  and  by  which 
the  deliverance  of  the  world  from  slavery 
and  oppression,  was  happily  eSected. 
By  the  war  taxes,  a  funded  debt  of 
^05,000  000/.  had,  since  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  been  saved  to  the  country,  which 
was  thus  freed  from  an  annual  charge  of 
above  14,500,000/.  There  had  been 
actually  paid  by  the  property  tax, 
126,000,000/.  of  money,  by  which  an 
additional  charge  of  above  1 80,000/X)0/. 
of  stock  and  almost  9,000,000/.  of  perma- 
nent taxes  had  been  avoided.  With  this 
would  the  country  have  been  burthened, 
if  it  bad  not  been  for  the  operation  of 
this  tax,  which  had  been  so  much  repro- 
bated. If  indeed  the  property  tax,  pro- 
ductive as  it  had  been  to  the  public 
service,  was  of  a  nature  so  extremely 
odious  and  oiFensive  as  some  persons 
imagined,  however  it  might  be  justi- 
fied by  the  necessity  of  the  case,  it  was  a 
measure  which  he  could  not,  under  such 
circumstances,  venture  to  recommend. 
But,  greatly  differing  in  his  opinions  on 
that  subject,  he  wished  it  to  be  consi- 
dered as  a  great  and  powerful  resource, 
which,'  in  times  of  public  emergency, 
might  and  ought  to  be  resorted  to.  They 
had  been  told  of  the  inquisitorial  nature 
of  this  tax,  and  of  the  tyrannical  manner 
in  which  the  powers  derived  under  it  were 
exercised.  He,  however,  believed,  that 
the  commissioners  (and  here  he  spoke  of 
men  subject  to  human  infirmity)  had  al- 
ways acted  according  to  the  fair  dictates 
of  their  judgment.  He  was  convinced, 
that  their  motives  were  most  pure,  patriotic, 
and  laudable.  It  should  be  recollected, 
that  the  duties  created  by  the  Act,  were 
not  performed  by  men  appointed  or  paid 
by  the  crown,  or  having  any  interest 
divided  from  the  mass  of  their  fellow-sub- 
jects.   They  were  performed  by  the  same 


preservation  oi  tranquil* 
lity  ;  by  that  se,t  uf  gentlemen  who  were  m 
the  commission  of  the  peace,  and  who  ad* 
ministered  the  internal  afiairs  of  the  kmg- 
dom  in  a  way  highly  honourable  to  theaa» 
and  no  less  beneficial  to  the  nation  ia 
general.     Perhaps  no  circumstances  more 
honourably  distinguished  this  country,  or 
more  contributed  to  its  prosperity,  tbaa 
that  the  wJioJe  of  its  internal  regulations 
were  managed  gratuitously,  by   gentle* 
men  generally  of  ability,  and,  in  every 
instance,  strongly  impelled  by  feelings  oif 
public  spirit.    A^iy   observations  whick 
might  be  levelled  at  the  character  of  this 
meritorious  class  of  individuals,  he  should 
always  repel  .to  the  utmost  of  bis  powes. 
With  respect  to  the  authority  exercised 
under  the  Act,  he  believed  it  would  be 
found,  that,  although  it  might  be  capable 
of  amendment,  yet  there  were  none  of  il» 
provisions  that  could  not  be  fully  justified 
by  a  reference  to  enactments  made  in  the 
best  times  this  country  had  ever  seeD|  and 
which  were  not  adopted  ontil  they  had 
received  the  most  mature  consideration. 
He  was  sure  that,  no  gentleman  could 
resort  to  a  period  more  dear  to  the  friends 
'of  liberty,  than  that  which  immediately 
followed  the  reign  of  king  William.    He 
would  cali  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to 
the  Act  of  queen  Anne,  passed  on  the 
renewal  of  the  French  war,  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  the  subsidies  of  that  time. 
He  alluded  to  the  ist  of  Anne,  sess.  2,  ch. 
15.      After    agreeing    to    the    land-tax^ 
several  acts  were  passed  for  raising  the 
necessary  supplies.     By  one  of  these,  a 
duty  of  50s,  per  cent,  was  imposed  on  the 
capital  of  stock  in  trade ;  25s,  per  cent,  oa 
debts  at  interest;  if.   id  the  pound   on 
pensionsand  annuities;  and  4f.  in  the  pound 
on  professional  profits.     Thus  it  appeared, 
that  the  Act  he  now  adverted  to  was 
similar  to  that  which  was  about  to  expire. 
But  it  had  been  said,  it  would  be  better  to 
contribute  15  or  even  20  per  cent,  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  country  in  any  other 
way,  than  to  pay  lO  per  cent,  collected 
in  a  manner  so  inquisitorial  and  oppces* 
sive.      Now,   he  would  ask,  what  were 
the  powers  under  which  those  imposts 
were  collected  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne? 
The  collectors  and   assessors  were  com- 
pelled, under  penalties,  to  undertake  the 
execution   of  the    Act.      The  commis- 
sioners were  authorized  to  summon   b^ 
fore  them   any    person    who   neglected 
ta  make  a  return ;  and  the  eame  com- 
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missionersj  or  the  major  pari  of  them*  had 
a  right,  under  this  Act,  to  examine  on 
oath,  and  to  take  ail  lawful  meant  to  find 
out  the  tru^  of  the  statements  made  by 
those  who  appeared  before  them.  All 
traders  were  called  on  to  give  a  full  and 
particular  statement  of  the  whole  quantity, 
kinds,  and  value  of  the  stock-in-trade  for 
which  they  were  liable  to  be  assessed, 
and,  in  suspected  cases,  assessors  were 
empowered  to  enter  any  shops,  ware- 
houses, or  other  places  whatsoever,  "  to 
take  an  account  thereof,  and  to  view  and 
▼alue  the  same;  the  value  to  be  calca« 
lated  at  the  rate  the  goods  are  worth  to 
be  sold  for  at  the  time  of  assessment/' 
Individuals  were»  in  Irke  manner,  com- 
pelled to  give  in  a  statement  of  the  gross 
sum  of  money  they  bad  at  interest ;  and 
if  they  neglected  to  deliver  it,  or  produced 
an  erroneons  account,  they  were  subject 
to  the  summons  and  investigation  of  the 
commissioners.  Under  the  Property- tax 
Act,  the  oath  of  a  party  chargeable  is,  Jn 
all  cases,  conclusive ;  but  by  that  of  queen 
Anne,  althoogh  the  parties  may  swear 
that  debts  are  desperate,  "  the  commis- 
sioners are  to  inform  themselves,  and  to 
charge  or  discharge,  as  they  see  diuse." 

Now,  with  respect  to  the  property  tax, 
it  would  be  found,  that,  wherever  it  was 
possible  to  make  an  estimate  by  reference 
to  .the  property  to  be  charged,  and  without 
ulterior  inquiry,  it  was  always  preferred. 
Like  all  other  efforts  of  legislative  wisdom, 
the  Act  undoubtedly  had  its  imperfec- 
tions.  With  regard  to  funded  and  landed 
property,  the  mode  of  charge  was  clear 
and  plain.  With  respect  to  funded  pro- 
perty, it  might  be  considered  as  absolutely 
perfect,  as  it  admitted  no  possibility  either 
of  evasion  or  overcharge;  and  with  re* 
spect  to  landed  property,  it  approached 
very  nearly  to  perfection.  But,  with  re- 
ference to  trade,  it  was  obviously  imper- 
fect. An  extensive  power  was  inevitably 
and  necessarily  obliged  to  be  given  to  the 
commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
regular  returns.  If,  at  any  future  time, 
the  tax  should  be  renewed,  with  such  an 
amendment  as  would  ensure  true  returns 
without  having  recourse  to  the  power  he 
had  just  noticed,  be  thought  that  was  all 
the  improvement  that  could  be  looked  for. 
In  the  Act  of  180S,  a  clause  was  inserted, 
permitting  a  private  examination  before 
referees  appointed  by  the  parties.  This 
he  considered  as  a  great  advantage  to  the 
persons  making  returns,  at  the  same  time 
that  it  woald  not  impair  the  revenue  col- 
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lected  under  the  Act.  At  a  subsequent 
period,  however,  this  clause  was  omitted, 
having  been  seldom  acted  opoui  and  ap« 
pearing  not  likely  to  answer  the  purposes 
intended. 

Having  stated  the  importance  of  the 
property  tax,  and,  at  the  same  time,  thus 
slightly  entered  into  some  of  its  provisions, 
he  should  now  shortly  state  the  reasons 
which  led  him  to  concJude  that  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  have  recourse  to  it  at 
this  moment.  In  thepresent  year,  a  large 
sum  would  be  required  to  wind  up  the 
expenses  of  the  war,  which  it  would  be 
necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  aban- 
donment of  this  tax,  to  raise  in  some  other 
manner.  .Now,  although  he  was  of  opi* 
nion  that  the  property  tax  ought  not  to 
be  continued  in  time  of  peace,  yet  ho 
thought  that  it  might,  very  properly,  have 
been  made  use  of  for  the  present  year, 
in  order  to  enable  the  country  to  defray 
the  ultiinate  expenses  of  the  war.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  peace  of  Amiens,  the 
income  tax  was  actually  pledged  to  make 
good  a  very  large  sum  of  money  ;  it  being 
considered  better  to  have  recourse  to  that 
expedient,  than  to  raise  any  further 
sums  of  money  by  the  medium  of  the 
funds  chargeable  upon*  permanent  taxes. 
But  though  he  conceived  the  continuance 
of  the  property  tax,  during  the  current 
year,  wquld  be  perfectly  justifiable,  for 
the  purpose  of  winding  up  the  war  charges, 
still  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the  circum- 
stances of  the  present  time*  when  so  great 
a  tluctuation  was  observable  in  the  price  of 
every  article,  which  affected  every  class  of 
society,  would  create  so  many  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  its  collection,  as  to  Vender  it 
peculiarly  vexatious  and  disagreeable.  On 
one  part  of  the  community  it  would  bear 
with  a  very  unequal  pressure.  He  meant 
the  class  of  farmers.  They  had,  on  the 
whole,  been  considerably  favoured  by  the 
average  on  which  their  pcoperty  was  cal- 
culated. But  if  the  tax  were  continued 
in  the  present  year,  they  would  be  subject 
to  a  charge  much  beyond  their  real  pro- 
perty. The  tax,  with  respect  to  them, 
was  calculated  on  what  was  considered  a 
fair  average*-and  so  it  was*  in  ordinary 
times ;  but,  when  the  prices  of  produce 
altered  in  the  degree  which  bad  lately 
taken  place,  it  was  no  longer  just  and 
equitable.  Various  ideas  had  been  sug- 
gested to  him,  for  the  purpose  of  conti- 
nuing this  tax  for 'another  year,  with  cer-  ^ 
tain  modifications,  which  be  should  shortly 
refer  to,  as  they  bad  been  suggested  to 
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him  with  very  good  intentions*  though 
with  a  great  misapprehenfilon  of  the  nature 
of  the  tax.  Those  modifications  turned  on 
two  different  principles :  the  first  was^  thai 
of  exempting  from  the  operation  of  the 
taXi  at  present^  those  who  were  aflfected 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and 
rendering  it  applicable  only  to  fixed  pro- 
perty, such  as  the  rent  of  land,  money  In 
the  funds,  and  other  property  already 
fealized.  To  a  modification  of  this  kind 
he  conceived  there  was  a  very  strong  ob<* 
jaction.  which  precluded  any  such  altera- 
lion.  The  House  must  be  well  aware, 
that,  in  every  Loan  Act.  there  was  a  clause 
exempting  the  sum  borrowed  from  the 
imposition  of  any  tax.  .  The  individuals 
•QDScribing  were  only  to  be  charged  in  a 
general  tax.  affecting  the  whole  country. 
But,  if  this  proposition  were  acceded  to. 
the  property  realised,  and  lent  to  the 
public,  would  be  spec^cally  taxed.  Now. 
be  certainly  did  not  think  it  would  be  ad- 
▼isa|)le.  however  advantageous  it  might 
seem  in  a  financial  point  of  vieW,  to  en- 
croach on  the  good  faith  which  was  due 
to  the  public  creditor.  The  second  modi- 
fication suggested  to  him  was»  to  charge 
persons  possessing  very  high  incomes,  at 
an  increased  rate,  and  either  greatly  K> 
reduce  the  charge,  or  to  exempt  altogether 
from  the  operation  of  the  Act,  individuals 
of  more  confined  circumstances.  This, 
however,  he  considered  to  be  totally  im- 
practicable ;  because  the  Act  gave  theni 
no  insight  into  the  total  income  of  any 
person.  The  principle  of  the  Act  was.  to 
charge  every  species  of  income,  from 
whatsoever  source  it  might  be  derived,  as 
a  distinct  property,  without  examining  the 
general  situation  of  the  proprietor.  A 
person,  for  instance,  might  be  employed 
in  trade,  at  a  variety  of  places.  He 
night  have  a  banking-house  in  London 
—a  mercantile  establishment  at  Bristol— 
a  large  manufactory  at  Manchester-— 
100,0^.  in  the  funds— and  5,000L  a  year 
in  land,  (a  laugh) ;  and,  as  the  Act  was  at 
present  constituted,  he  would  be  separately 
and  distinctly  assessed  for  every  one  of 
these  sources  of  property,  without  any  one 
assessor  being  able  to  say  what  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  his  income  was.  On  one 
branch,  such  an  individual  might  be  a 
loser,  while,  on  another,  be  might  gain 
considerably.  Such  a  proposition  he  also 
conceived  to  be  objectionable,  as  it  would 
render  a  minute  classification  of  the  dif-* 
fcrent  Tanks  of  society  necessary.  In  the 
end,  he  hed  no  doubt,  it  weaM  be  found 
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impracticable  to  carry  socli  a  scheme  into 
effect.  An  act  of  this  kind  would  be  infi- 
nitely more  vexatious,  and  far  less  produc- 
tive, than  that  which  was  now  in  being. 
He  was.  therefore,  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that,  as  the  tax.  in  its  present  form,  was 
found  efficient  in  its  operation— as  it  waa 
not  compatible  with  the  intention  of  par- 
liament to  make  it  a  permanent  resource 
i— 4ind  as  those  modifications  were  incon- 
sistent with  its  true  principles,  it  would  be 
far  better  to  lay  it  aside  entirely,  than  to 
bring  it  forward  '  in  an  .altered  shape. 
Still,  however,  it  ought  always  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  resource  which  parliament 
might  resort  to,  when  public  necessity 
demanded  it. 

He  did  not  feel  that  he  was  called  upon 
to  go  into  a  statement  of  the  actual  amount 
of  the  expenses  of  the  present  year,  nor 
indeed  was  he  enabled  to  do  it.  Until 
pesce  was  finally  ratified  with  America, 
and  until  it  was  better  known,  than  at 
present,  at  what  time  our  fleets  and  armies 
were  likely  to  return  home,  he  could  not 
pretend  to  enter  into  any  satisfactory  de- 
tail of  the  expenses  of  the  present  year. 
What  he  was  about  to  submit  to  the 
House  was  less  adapted  to  our  present 
situation,  than  what  he  considered  to  be 
applicable  to  the  gradation  from  a  war  to 
a  peace  establishment.  In  the  present 
year,  a  large  sum  of  money  must  necea^ 
sarily.  be  borrowed.  That  sum  would  be 
more  or  less  extensive,  in  proportion  as 
ihe  country  was  placed  sooner  or  later  on 
a  peace  establishment.  The  property 
tax.  under  no  circamsiances,  could  have 
covered  the  sum  wanted.  Therefore,  in 
any  event,  a  loan  most  have  been  resorted 
to.  The  abandonment  of  the  property 
tax  would,  however,  add  considerably  to 
the  amount  of  that  loan. 

He  should  now  proceed  to  take  a  ge» 
neral  view  of  the  situation  of  the  country 
on  the  restoration  of  peace.  That  view> 
on  the  whole,  be  considered  extremely 
satisfactory.  He  was  not  about. to  com* 
pare  our  present  situation  with  that  iB 
which  the  country  was  placed  at  a  period 
of  difficulty  and  distress.  He  would  not 
draw  any  comparison  between  the  state 
of  'things  at  the  close  of  the  American 
war,  when  our  credit  was  impaired,  when 
our  resources  were  not  sufficient  tb  meet 
the  pressure  of  the  times— and  the  pro- 
spects  which  now  opened  upon  the  conn* 
try.  But  he  would  compare*  our  pre- 
sent situation  with  the  most  flodrithing 
.  period  which  the  history  of  this  ceuotry 
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pretentedL  '  He  would  place  ibe  resources 
of' the  present  day  in  compeliiion  with 
those  which  Great  Britain  possessed  in 
the  year  179 If  immediately  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  war  with  France. 
In  the  year  he  bad  just  mentioned,  the 
committee  which  had  been  appointed  to 
examine  the. resources  and  expenditure  of 
the  country,  stated  the  amount  of  taxes, 
forming  the  consolidated  fund,  to  be 
13,472,000/.;  the  charge  of  the  public 
debt,  the  cif  il  list,  and  other  items,  af- 
fecting the  consolidated  foiid,  amounted 
to  11,321,000/.;  which,  deducted  from 
the  former  sum^  left  a  surplus  of  2, 1 5 1 ,000/* 
To  this  must  be  added  the  land  and 
malt  duties,  amounting  to  2,558,000/. 
making  a  total  of  4»709,000/.  disposeable 
for  the  service  of  the  country.  The 
iocome  of  the  present  day,  made  op  to 
the  5ih  of  January  last,  was  as  follows : 
—The  taxes  composing  the  consolidated 
fond  amounted  to  38,256,000/.  to  which 
must  be  added  the  sum  appropriated  from 
Ibe  war  taxes  to  make  good  the  charge  of 
loans,  amounting  to  2,706,000/.  making 
together  40,962,000/. ;  from  this  they  had 
to  deduct  the  charge  of  the  British  funded 
debt,  35,420»000/. ;  the  imperial  loan, 
495,000/.  — and  the  Portuguese  loan, 
57 .000/.-* making  a  total  charge  of 
35,972.000/. ;  the  civil  list  pensions,  and 
other  charges,  were  1,571,000/.  making 
in  the  whole,  a  gross  charge  on  the 
consolidated  fund  of  37,543,000/. ;  and 
leaving,  therefore,  a  net  sum  of  3,419.000/. 
If  to  this  was  added  the  annual  duties  to 
pay  off  bills,  (which,  so  far  from  falling 
short,  produced  every  year  a  considerable 
surplus,}  3,000,000/.  it  would  form  a  total 
of  6,419,000/.  applicable  to  the  establish* 
ments  of  the  country.  It  was,  therefore, 
clear,  that  at  the  close  of  a  war  of  the 
most  expensive  description,  they  were 
possessed  of  a  disposeable  fund  coniii- 
derably  larger  than  that  which  they  had 
at  ila  cooraiencement.  With  this  addition 
also,  that  they  now  had  a  sinking  fund  of 
1 1 ,300,006/. ;  whereas,  when  the  war  broke 
out,  the  sinking  fund  amounted  only  to 
1,300,000/.  It  was  true,  they  now  had  a 
debt  of  650,000,000/.,  and,  at  the  time  he 
before  adverted  to,  it  was  only  230,000,000/. 
Bat,  comparing  the  sinking  fund  with  the 
debt,  it  would  be  evident  that  we  had  at 
least  augmented  our  means  of  meeting  it, 
in  a  fourfold  proportion.  He  should  also 
i«roind  the  House  (if  he  did  not,  he  was 
•ore  some  other  gentleman  would,)  that, 
m  additioa  to  this  funded  debt^  tiiere  was 


Fka.  20,  ISlf. 


CMS 


also  a  large  unfunded  debt  to  provide  for'; 
and  which  must  necessarily  be  added  to 
the  account.  But,  looking  to  the  clear 
surplus  of  war  taxes  which  was  amply  suf* 
ficient  to  discharge  this  latter  debt  m  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  or  to  provide  for 
the  charge  of  fundii|g  that  debt  by  pledg- 
ing a  part  of  those  taxes,  he  thought  the 
property  tax  might  be  safely  given  op, 
— If  the  expenses  of  the  country  were 
brought  down,  he  would  not  say  to  what 
they  were  previous  to  the  war,  but  if 
they  were  6xed  at  a  considerably  higher 
amount,  the  nation  had  means  fully  ca« 
pable  of  meeting  them.  At  the  same 
time,  referring  to  the  great  change  of  cir* 
cumsianccs  which  had  taken  place,  he 
was  perfectly  aware  that  very  consider* 
able  exertions  would  be  necessary  to  de« 
fray  the  different  claims  on  the  establish* 
ment. 

To  what  sum  the  expense  of  our  peace 
establishment  would  amount  must  depend 
on  the  determination  of  parliament,  which 
determination  he  would  not  anticipate* 
All  that  he  desired  was,  that  gentlemen 
would  consider  the  question  deiiberatelyt 
and  with  a  reference  to  existing  circum* 
stances,  rather  than  to  former  arrange* 
ments.  They  must  be  aware  of  the  ue* 
cessity  of  a  greater  extension  than  at  way 
former  period  of  peace,  of  our  roilitarjr 
force.  They  would  recollect,  that  we  had 
to  provide  for  the  garrisons  of  Malta, 
Ceylon,  the  Cape,  and  Mauritius,  besides 
the  extension  of  our  West  Indian  posses* 
sions.  Some  augmentation  might  also 
be  expedient  in  Canada.  For  these,  and 
other  indispensable  expenses  of  the  same 
nature,  provision  must  necessarily  be 
made.  The  committee  would  also  recol* 
lect,  that  after  an  actual  service  of  near 
twenty  years,  our  navy  must  be  in  a  state 
to  require  very  extensive  repairs.  Inde* 
pendent  of  the  augmentation  which  might 
be  required  in  our  efficient  establishments, 
an  inunense  increase  had  taken  place  in 
those,  which,  however  dear  to  the  justice 
and  liberality  of  the  nation,  added'nothin^ 
to  its  actual  strength.  The  amount  of  the 
half*pay,  wiflowsf  pensions,  and  other  pen- 
sionary establishments  of  the  army  would 
extend  to  a  sum  little  short  of  its  total 
expense  in  1792.  He  trusted,  therefore, 
that  they  would  not  be  surprised  when 
he  said,  that  on  the  best  view  which  he 
could  take  of  the  subject,  it  appeared  to 
him  that  our  peace  establishment  for 
the  first  three  or  four  vears  could  not 
be  less  (including  that  Kur  Ireland)  than 
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IB  or  19    millions.      Supposing  that  it 
were  19  millions  for  the  next  year  (and 
it  would   afford    him   the   greatest  plea- 
sure could  it  in  another  year  be  reduced), 
deducting  2  millions  for  Ireland  (which 
was  about  the  proportion),  there  would  be 
left  17  millions  as  a  charge  on  Great  Bri- 
tain.   To  meet  this  sum,  they  had,  as  he* 
before  stated,  nearly  6,500,000/.  of  per- 
manent income  arising  from  the  annual 
taxes  and  consolidated  fund.    In  addition 
to  this,  he  would  propose  to  continue,  for 
a  time  to  be  limited,  the  war  taxes  of  cus- 
toms  and  excise ;  and  he  would  also  pro- 
pose additional   taxes   to    the    extent  of 
5,000,000/.    The  total  of  these  sums,  viz. 
from  the  surplus  of  the  consolidated  fond 
and  the  usual  annual  taxes,  6,500«000/.-» 
aomelhing  more  than  6,000,000/.,  by  the 
war  taxes— and  5,000,000/.  of  new  taxes- 
would  product  about  17,500,000/.— which 
would  defray  the  charge  of  a  peace  esta- 
blish nient«  according  to  his  calculation. 
It  was,  however,  to  be  considered,  that  the 
charges  of  the  loan  for  the  present  year, 
and  of  the  unfunded  debt,  must  be  likewise 
defrayed  ;  so  that  if  it  were  possible  (which 
ke  conceived  it  was  not)  to  reduce  the 
peace  establishment  to  13  or  14  millions 
a  year,  still  it  would*  be  necessary  to  im- 
pose these  additional  taxes.    It  would  be 
found  on  a  retrospective  view  of  our  his- 
tory, that  all  long  and  expensive  wars 
'  had  entailed  on  the  country  a  winding- 
vp  of  expense  of  great  amount  and  du- 
ration.    After  the  close  of  the  American 
war  the  arrears  were  not  paid  until  1786; 
indeed  a  remainder  of  the  expense  beyond 
the   ordinary  peace   establishment    was 
still  undefrayed  in  1791,  so  gradually  had 
it  been  provided  for.    After  the  war  which 
ended  in  1763,  also  the  winding-up  was 
very  gradual,  and  did  not  terminate  until 
1768.     Therefore  he  ihooght  he  spoke 
within  compass/ when  he  said  that  it  would 
scarcely  be  practicable  to  settle  completely 
the  peace  establishment  in  less  than  four 
years  from  the  present  time.     Until  the 
year  1819,  therefore,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  have  recourse  ^o  funding  exche- 
quer bills,  when  favourable  opportunities 
occurred,  and  occasionally  to  loans,  which 
be  however  hoped  would  after  the  present 
year  be  of  small  amount,  and  to  meet 
the  charges  which  those  would  occasion, 
by  the  new  taxes  which  he  was  about  to 
propose.    In  this  he  had  the  example  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  who*  as  early  as  1784,  proposed 
by  anticipation  to  form  a  fund  to  liquidate 
the  floating  debt  then  outs^apdiog»  altboMgh 


it  was  not  converted  into  stock  till  the  foU 
lowing  year. 

The  first  resource  by  which  he  proposed 
to  meet  this  expenditure  would  be  the 
continuance  of  the  war  taxes  of  customs 
and  excise,  which  would  have  expired 
last  Christmas,  had  they  not  then  been  re* 
newed  till  July  next.  There  were  some 
that  bad  since  expired,  such  as  those  on 
the  tonnage  of  ships,  on  the  export  of 
British  manufactures,  and  on  goods  car* 
ried  coastways.  lliese  he  did  not  intend 
to  renew,  and  if  he  did,  their  amount 
would  not  have  been  very  consider* 
able*  Neither  did  he  propose  to  con- 
tinue the  duty  on  the  importation  of  cotton 
wool,  if  imported  in  British  ships.  This 
would  be  a  protection  to  our  navigation, 
and  he  would  be  happy  if  it  should  occa- 
sion a  preference  to  be  given  to  the  cotton 
of  our  own  plantations.  He  did  not  mean 
to  state  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  war 
taxes,  individually ;  they  were  well  known 
to  every  gentleman.  Their  gross  pro* 
duce  on  the  5th  of  January  1815,  was 
9,827,000/.  from  this  deduct  2,706,000/. 
pledged  for  the  charges  and  interest  of  a 
loan,  and  638,000/.  the  amount  of  the  war 
taxes  he  had  stated  his  determination  not 
to  continue,  making  3,344,000/.— the  re- 
sidue of  the  war  taxes  would  then  be 
6,513,000/.  which,  for  the  sake  of  round 
numbers,  and  to  avoid  any  danger  of  dis- 
appointment, he  would  take  at  6,000,000/. 
It  now  became  his  duty  to  state  the  new 
taxes  which  it  was  his  intention  to  pro- 
pose. [A  general  boz.]  He  was  anxious 
to  gratify  the  curiosity  which  was  so  evi« 
dently,  so  strongly,  and  so  naturally  ex- 
cited ;  and  he  should  therefore  not  pursue 
the  usual  order,  which  was  to  give  to  a 
statement  of  the  customs  and  excise  duties 
the  precedence  to  a  statement  of  the  as* 
sessed  taxes,  but  would  commence  with  the 
latter.  He  should  begin  with  observing  that 
it  was  not  his  intention  to  propose  any  ad* 
ditional  window  duty  on  inhabited  booses, 
as,  in  his  opinion,  there  already  existed  a 
sufficient  pressure  on  t^e  community  in 
that  respect.  But  although  he  did  not 
mean  to  propose  any  additional  duty  on 
the  windows  of  inhabited  houses,  he  meant 
to  propose  a  tax  which  had  often  been 
talked  af«  but  never  introduced—- a  tax  on 
green -houses,  hot- houses,  and  conservato- 
ries, operating  on  the  superficial  contents 
of  their  glass.  He  would  propose  that  48 
square  feet  of  glass  (including  the  frames) 
should  be  coiisidered  as  a  window,  and  that 
the  windows  should  not  be  charged  at  a 
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prpgreisiv^  rat^,  bat  that  each  window 
80  calcolated,  should  pay  Ss.  M.  Fo^ 
io9tanc««  if  a  green-house  were  60  feet  in 
front,  and  12  feet  high,  it  would  measure 
into  fihat  would  be  termed '15  windows, 
and  would  consequently  pay  a  duty  of 
3/.  7«.  M*  This  was  a  proposition  which 
he  trusted  no  one  could  deem  objection* 
art)le.  Considering  how  much  the  trading 
part  of  the  community  would  be  relieved 
by  the  abandonment  of  the  property  Ux, 
he  meant  also  to  propose  that  shops  and 
warehouses  and  manufactories  (hitherto 
exempted  from  the  window  tax)  should 
pay  in  the  same  way<»not  a  progressive 
rate,  but  S«.  tid.  on  each  window  which 
they  might  contain.  As  these  uxes  were 
Dew,  it  was  not  practicable  to  estimate 
their  probable  produce  very  accurately. 
He  would  take  them,  however,  at  about 
dO,000/.  a  year.  The  next  head  was  one 
of  the  assessed  taxe» — that  on  inhabited 
houses;  on  which  he  should  propose  an 
augmentation  of  about  30  per  cent,  on 
the  existing  tax.  Ha  said  this  generally, 
meaning  in  the  detail  to  recommend  a 
larger  rate  on  higher  rents  than  on  lower. 
It  was  also  bis  intention  to  propose,  that 
the  rents  of  warehouses  and  manufactories 
(which  had  hitherto  been  exempt  from 
duty)  should  be  subject  to  the  same  duty 
as  the  rents  of  houses.  The  increase  of 
the  assessment  on  inhabited  houses  he  con- 
jectured might  produce  at>ottt  390,500/. ; 
the  new  duty  on  warehouses  about 
150,000/.— The  next  class  of  the  assessed 
taxes  on  which  he  should  touch,  was  the 
dttty  on  serf  anta,  carriages,  and  horses, 
and  on  those  he  meant  to  propose  a  much 
more  considerable  increase.  He  intended 
to  propose  on  this  class  of  the  assessed 
faxes,  an  increase  on  tbe  average  of  SO 
per  cent. ;  in  some  cases  rather  more«  in 
tome  rather  less.  This  might  appear  a 
large  augmentation  on  the  first  view  of 
it;  but  be  begged  those  who  might  be 
disposed  so  to  consider  it,  to  reflect  on  the 
amall  proportion  which  it  bore  to  the  tax 
on  income  from  which  the^  would  be  re* 
lieved.  The  amount  of  this  increase,  he 
calculated,  would  be— «on  bouse  servants . 
(of  various  denominations)  409.000/, ;  on 
aervanUused^in  trade,  &c.  148,000/. ;  on 
carriages  (about  75  per. cent.)  363.000/.; 
on  horses  for  pleasure  (about  80  per  cent.) 
C32,500/. ;  on  trade  horses  (about  40  per 
cent)  85.5(X)/«;  on  dogs  about  30  per 
cent)  105,500/.  ;'and  on  game  certificates 
(about  30  per  cent)  4*2,000/.  It  was  not 
his  intention  to  propose  any  inQtease  in 
(VOL.  XXIX.) 
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tl)e  duties  on  horses  used  in  husbandry.-* 
He  meant  further  to  recommend  that 
Bachelors,  who  already  paid  an  additional 
rate  on  servants,  should  now  be  compelled 
to  pay  an  additional  rate  of  50  per  cent, 
on  servanU,  carriages,  and  horses— [a 
laugh] — which  he  computed  would  pro- 
duce 120,000/.  The  total  increase,  there- 
fore, of  the  aMessed  taxes  he  calculated  to 
amount  to  2,503,000/. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  state  the  in- 
tended increase  of  the  excise  and  customa 
duties.  He  meant  to  propose  an  additional 
duty  on  tobacco.  It  was  evident  that  the 
return  of  peace  with  America  would  toon 
render  tobacco,  notwithstanding  this  new 
duty«  cheaper  to  tbe  consumer  than  it  was 
at  present.  The  duty  which  he  intended  to 
recommend  was  2|(/.  a  pound  customs^ 
and  Si.  a  pound  excise  duty.  Each  of 
these,  he  conceived,  would  produce 
150,000/.  making  300,000/.  Tbe  other 
excise  duty  which  he  should  propose  was, 
a  duty  on  wine,  of  20/,  per  tun  on  Portugal 
wine  and  in  the  usual  proportion  on  other 
wines,  in  addition  to  the  duties  alfeadjr 
existing.  He  was  aware  that  this  duty 
was  not  without  objection ;  yet  he  con- 
ceived, under  existing  circumstances,  tbe 
House  would  be  disposed  to  admit  the 
policy  of  the  suggestion.  The  amount 
which  this  duty  was  likely  to  produce 
was,  500,000/.  Tbe  next  source  of  re- 
venue^to  which  he  would  have  recourse* 
was  one  which  he  conceived  was  capable 
of  considerable  increase:  he  meant  an 
addition  to  the  duties  on  licensed  dealers 
under  the  excise.  This  he  was  ready  to 
admit  might  appear  to  bear  hard  on 
many ;  yet,  when  it  was  recollected, 
that  throughout  the  whole  war  this  duty 
had  never  been  increased,  he  thought 
much  ground  of  complaint  would  not  l>e 
found  to  exist.  It  would  be  seen,  on 
reference  to  the  Act  of  the  43d  of  Geo. 
3,  c.  <l9,'that  this  duty  at  present  was  but 
moderate.  The  persons  upon  whotn  it 
would  fall  were  all  liable  to  returti  under 
the  property  tax,  and  were  subject  to  very 
vexatious  inquiries.  He  had  no  doubt, 
therefore,  that  they  would  consider  the 
change  of  the  one  for  the  other  as  a  very 
advantageous  commutation;  The  amount 
of  the  sum  likely  to  be  produced  from  tbia 
duty,  be  calculated  at  300,000/.  which 
woald  make  the  whole  of  the  increase  on 
customs  and  excise  amount  to  1,110,0001, 
The  only  remaining  tax  which  be  should 
propose  that  evening  was  in  the  depart- 
metit  of  tbe  Poat-office.    It  waa  a  tax  of 
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one  peony  upon  every  nenripaper  eon- 
▼eyed  by  the  general  post.  This  tax  had 
been  recommended  by  the  commisiioneiB 
of  inquiry  so  far  back  «i  1788,  bat  had 
neyer  been  acted  opouj  from  an  appre* 
hension  that  it  woold  prejodice  the  stamp 
duties.  By  the  Act  of  the  48th  of  the 
King,  a  power  was  given  to  theTwo«penny 
Post-office  to  charge  one  penny  for  news- 
papers delivered  Uirough  that  medium; 
but  ihat  power  had  never  been  extended 
to  the  General  Post-office ;  and,  from  ex« 
periencCj  he  was  now  induced  to  believe, 
that  the  British  poblic  residmg  in  the 
country  would  not  be  disposed  to  sacrifice 
the  luxury  of  a  newspaper  for  the  sake  of 
one  penny.  He  had  not  meant  to  have 
included  the  members  of  parliament  in 
this  arrangement ;  but  as  the  House  ap« 
peared  disposed  to  pass  a  self-denying  or- 
dinance on  this  occasioUjL  he,  at  least,  could 
certainly  have  no  objection.  [Cries  of 
bear!  hear!]  This  duty,  he  expected^ 
Would  obtain  S0,000t  Beside  this,  on 
n  future  occasion,  he  intended  to  sob* 
nit  a  further  increase  of  Post-office  do* 
ties,  not  affecting  inland  carriage.  His 
plan  was  that  of  extending  the  establish- 
ment  of  the  Post-office  to  the  East  In- 
dies, and  appointing  packets  for  the  con- 
veyance ot  letters  from  one  country  to 
the  other.  There  was  another  improve- 
ment, too,  in  contemplation,  respecting 
^e  transmission  of  abip-letters,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Act  of  last  year,  which, 
with,  the  former,  at  a  k»ooe. calculation,  be 
imagined  might  produce  about  15,O0QL 
Taking  the  Poet-office  duties,  then,  at 
I25fl00i»  the  total  amount  of  the  new 
taxes  which  he  had  mentioned  would  be 
5,728,000/, 

He  had  already  stated,,  that  the  sum 
which  he  should  want  under  this  head 
ipras  five  millions.  On  tome  other  day  he 
irottld  state  certain  other  articles  upon 
which  it  was  intended  to  extend  the  duties, 
and  which  would  supply  the  deficiency* 
The  first  article  to  woich  he  alluded, 
was  an  increase  on  stamp  duties,  exclod* 
ing,  however,  the  stamps  on  proceedings 
in  the  courts  of  law,  which  he  thought 
night  give  from  7  to  800^000/f  a  year.  A 
complicated  schedule  of  these  duties,  how- 
ever, was  to  be  made,  which  required 
much  consideration,  and  therefore  the 
House  woold  be  satisfied  that  the  subject 
^uld  not  well  be  introduced  in  perfect 
detail  at  the'  present  moment.  The  re* 
Braining  600,000^  which  woold  be  neces- 
*eary  to  make  op  the  five  millioii^  he  wii 


in  hopes  would  be  furnished  by  ntwregn* 
lations  with  respect  to  bounties  and  draw* 
backs.  There  was  another  article  upon 
which  he  was  rather  called  upon  to  apo- 
logize  for  not  imposing  a  duty,  than  other* 
wise ;  he  meant  the  article  of  beer.  The 
House  well  knew  that  a  considerable  in- 
crease had  taken  place  in  the  price  of  this 
article,  and  he  believed  it  was  equally  well 
known,  that  it  was  now  sold  at  a  price 
much  higher  than  it  ought  to  be.  The 
public,  he  thought,  had  not  birly  paHici« 
pated  in  the  s^vantages  to  which  they 
were  entitled  in  this  respect.  He  was  un- 
willing to  impose  any  charge  upon  the 
necessaries  of  life ;  and,  in  the  present 
instance,  he  would  rather  be  the  means  of 
relieving  the  pubUc  from  such  a  tax  than 
of  imposing  it.  He  was  also  aware  of  the 
general  objections  to  any  interposition  of 
government  between  the  producer  and 
the  consumer  of  any  article  of  trade:  but 
in  the  present  instance  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  be  neutral.  When  the  rise  in 
beer  was  intended,  the  gentlemen  who  were 
concerned  in  that  proceeding  called  on 
lord  Liverpool  and  himself,  and  having 
stated  the  circumstances  which  led  them 
to  propose  an  increase  of  price,  their  in* 
tention  was  approved.  Having  thus  be- 
come a  party  to  the  rise,  he  thought  it 
proper  to  disclaim  all  responsibility  as  to 
its  continuance  at  that  price.  (Hear,  hear  I ) 
Having  now  gone  through  the  whole  of 
his  statements,  he  would,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  House,  and  in  order  to  bring 
the  whole  dearly  to  their  recollection, 
recapitulate  the  difierent  heads  of  tax 
which  he  had  detailed.  They  were  as 
follow : 

Kate        Produce. 

Ctasloms,  Toibaceo,  9|rf.  per  lb ^.150,000 

EzciM,  Ditto,  3d  ditto 150,000 

lioenoes,  double  fiand  Ratea^ 
50  per  cent.  progressTe  .m...  300,000 

Wine,  SOI  per  ton 500,000 

950,000 

ASSESSED  TAXES,  Tis.— 
Inhabited  Hoose  Duty,  SO  per 

cent. 396,500 

Piognsnve  Servants  Tas,  80  to 

90  do. 308,500 

Under  Gardeners,  4cc.  Tarioui  101,500 
Trade  Servants  and  Serrants  for 

hire,  dHto. 148,000 

Carriages,  abont  75  per  cent...  363,000 
Hones  for  Pletsi»e»  ahoot  80  do.  629,500 
Trade  Honet,  about  A/0  do.  ;..  05,500 

Dogs,  about  30  do. 105,500 

Game  CertiBcates ,  ditto,  ditto.   48^000 

NEW  DUTIES. 
Windowi  hi  Wardiouses  and 
Bot-hooses, 3f.  6di  perirjodoir  50,000 
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RmI  of  Vnirabootcf  ,  lane  ■• 
HoQMi  ., ..- M.  150|000 

fiacbelon,  40  par  ocot  addi- 
txHwl  (Ml  Servant!,  Guriagef, 

and  HoiMi. 190,000 

8,500.000 

Pott  Office,  U.  on  each  K««i- 
paper 30^000 

Eait  India  and  Foreign  Pogtage 

regalatioo .' 75,000 

185,000 

^.3,788,000 


Fb«.  so,  1815. 
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He  WM  now  abont  toaubmit  to  the  com* 
mittee  hia  •aggestiont  with  respect  to  the 
proviiioD  for  toe  charges  of  the  loan,  and 
of  the  aofbiided  debt.  Adverting  to  the 
aom  in  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  for 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt*  which 
now  amoonted  to  60  millions,  it  might 
natnrally  occnr  for  consideration,  whe- 
ther onder  the  anthority  of  the  Act  of 
18 IS  that  snm  ought  not  in  the  first  in* 
stance  to  be  applied  to  mak«  good  the 
cherges  in  question,  so  far  as  it  would  go, 
and  upon  the  principles  of  the  Act  re* 
ferred  to.  it  might  undoubtedly  be  so  ap« 
plied  without  impropriety :  but  he  thought 
It  pecolierly  desirable  to  avoid  encroach* 
ing,  so  soon  after  the  cessation  of  hostilities, 
on  so  important  a  resource,  and  one  which 
might  become  so  necessary  for  enabling 
us  to  meet  any  unforeseen  and  sudden 
emergency.  It  would  be  recollected,  that 
in  proposing  the  Act  of  1813  he  had  urged 
the  importance  of  reserving  in  the  hands 
of  the  commissioners,  a  sum  sufficient  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  a  renewal  of  war,  if 
it  should  become  unavoidable,  and  this 
reserved  sum  he  had  stated  at  100  millions 
of  Mtock :  and  he  now  thought  it  desirable 
to  complete  this  -profision  before  any 
further  aid  was  derived  from  the  sinking 
fond  towards  the  exigencies  of  the  state. 
By  allowing  the  sinking  fund  to  increase 
•t  compound  interest  for  four  years,  with* 
out  any  reduction  whateveri  a  fond  would 
be  accumulated  in  the  hands  of  the  com* 
inissioners  of  above  150  millions;  and  the 
nnnual  amount  of  the  slaking  fund  would 
exceed  15  millions,  and  would  be  suffi- 
cient, by  an  application  at  simple  interest 
only,  to  redeem  the  whole  funded  debt  at 
par  (ahould  it  be  thought  advisable)  within 
45  years,  which  was  the  period  prescribed 
by  Mr.  Pitt's  Act  of  17(>2.  He  thought 
the  public  would  then  be  fiiirly  entitled 
to  expect  some  relief  from  the  sinking 
fund ;  but  in  what  manner,  it  would  be 
let  the  wisdom  of  perliansnt,  upon  a  view 


of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to 
determine.  In  the  mean  time,  he  should 
propose  to  provide  for  the  charges  of  the 
loans  which  might  be  raised  by  the  new 
taxes  he  had  brought  forward.  The  greatest 
political  advantages  might  be  derived 
from  this  precaution.  The  ferment  into 
which  Europe  had  been  thrown  was 
scareelv  ealmed;  the  military  ardour 
which  had  been  so  prevalent  was  scarcely 
abated.  In  this  point  of  view,  the  lapse  of 
a  little  time  mignt  be  of  the  greatest  im* 
portance.  Every  year,  every  month* 
rendered  stronger  the  probability  of  a 
continuance  of  peace.  At  the  expiration 
of  four  years,  having  prudently  reserved 
to  ourselves  dmring  that  period  the  power 
of  answering  any  unexpected  but  impe* 
rtous  demand,  we  shoula  then,  in  greater 
security,  have  an  opportunity  to  consider 
of  the  best  mode  of  availing  ourselves  of 
all  the  resources  which  we  possessed  for 
lightening  the  burthens  of  the  country^ 
The  committee  and  the  country  must  bo 
well  aware,  that  the  best  security  for 
peace  was  to  shew  that  we  were  perfectly 
prepared  for  war.  By  a  discontinuanco 
of  the  property  tax,  and  by  an  abstinence 
from  the  sinking  fund,  we  should  every 
year  strensthen  our  hands ;  and  as  on  the 
one  hand  ne  trusted  we  should  exhibit  a 
moderation  equal  to  our  power,  so  on  the 
other  we  shoohl  lay  a  foundation  for  the 
atuinmentof  a  force  that. was  best  cal- 
culated to  preserve  us  in .  undisturbed 
tranquillity.  In  the  event  of  a  renewal  of 
hcistiiilies,  the  possession  of  a  fond  which 
in  four  years  would  amount  to  abovh  150 
millions,  and  the  power  of  reviving  the 
property  tax,  would  afford  to  the  country 
the  means,  under  the  protection  of  Provi- 
dence, of  commanding  succras  in  a  jast 
and  necessary  war,  and  he  trusted  that  no 
war  would  ever  be  undertaken  by  this 
country  which  was  not  strictly  just  and 
necessary :  while  in  the  happier  and  more 
probable  alternative  of  the  continuance  of 
peace,  we  might  look  from  year  to  year  to 
a  material  improvement  of  our  situation. 
That  very  night  would  deliver  the  coun* 
try  from  an  annnal  taxation  of  nine  rail* 
lions ;  and  not  only  would  the  relief  be 
directly  advantageous  to  thote  by  whon& 
it  would  be  felt,  but  in  the  expenditure 
of  the  money  thiu  saved  by  the  people*, 
a  large  ^rtion  of  it  would  circuit- 
ously,  but  ceruinly,  find  its  way  into 
the  public  treasorv,  and  thus  contribute 
to  the  strength  of  the  state.  The  gradual 
but  stMdy  increase  of  the  revenue  saw 
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also  a  ftubject'of  gratifying^ contemplation 
On  the  5ihof  April  ISl^,  the  total  amount 
of  the  revenue  for  the  year«  (exclusive  of 
the  property  tax)  was  48,436,000/.  In  the 
preceding  year  the  revenue  (with  the  same 
exclueion)  did  not  amount  to  47,000^000/. ; 
so  that  in  that  year  there  was  an  increase 
of  about  i,800,000/.  At  Christnaas  last 
the  revenue  for  the  year  (excliisive  of  the 
property  tax)  was  51,211,000/.;  being 
an  increase  of  near  3,000,000/.  This  pro- 
gress of  the  public  revenue  would  tend 
materially  to  relieve  the  public  burthens. 
And  here  he  could,  not  refrain  from  con- 
gratulating the  committee  and  the  country 
on  having  achieved  the  great  object  of  the 
arduous  struggle  in  which  they  had  been 
engaged,  ijvbile  the  resources  of  the  coun* 
try  sill  remained  in  a  state  of  such  strength 
and  hope.  He  never  had  entertained  any 
apprehension  of  the  sufficiency  of.  the 
financial  resources  of  this  country,  except 
80  far  as  ihe  danger  might  arise  from  a 
feverish  Impatience  in  the  mass  of  the 
people  for  a  premature  relief  from  bur* 
ihens  which  it  might  yet  be  necessary  to 
bear ;  much  less  could  be  entertain  such 
apprehensions  at  present,  when  we  had 
already  made  so  great  a  progress  towards 
overcoming  the  difficulties  ofour  situation. 

He  hoped  he  might  be  excused  for  men- 
tioning a  trivial  anecdote,  on  account  of 
the  sentiment  it  conveyed.  At  the  first 
dinner  which  Mr.  Pitt  gave  to  the  duke  of 
Portland  aud  his  friends  after  their  junc- 
tion with  his  administration  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  contest,  Mr.  Borke 
filled  a  glass  of  wine,  aud  drank  '*  Success 
to  this  long  war  !"  The  company  in  ge- 
neral were  not  prepared  for  the  expression 
'  long,'  conceiving  that  the  war  would 
soon  be  terminated;  and  some  of  them 
having  expressed  their  surprise,  Mr.  Burke 
continued,—*'  I  say  this  long  and  san- 
guinary war;  forsQchitmust^.  'Duruu, 
'  et  voimei  rebut  tervaie  tecundit/  Let 
'  durau'  be  your  motto."  The  perseve- 
rance which  that  great  man  recommended 
had  been  undeviatingly  adopted  by  par- 
liament and  the  country ;  and  never  had 
the  efforts  of  any  state  been  crowned  with 
more  complete  triumph.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  concluded  by  moving  bis  first 
resolution. 

Mr.  Whiibread  said,  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention to  have  offered  any  thing  on  the 
present  occasion,  had  it  not  been  for  a 
^  certain  Uunt  or  sneer  that  the  right  hon. 
.gentleman  had,,  in  a  certain  part  of  his 
apeecb,  tllpbgb't   proper   to   throw   oat 


against  the  trade  of  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  be   an   bumble  member.     In 
that  part  of  the  speech  to  which  he  alluded, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  bad  said,  "  that 
he  had  received  several  hints,  that  an  ad- 
ditional tax  might  be  laid  on  beer  from 
the  high  prices  at  which  it  was  kept  up.'^ 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  that  night 
offered   bis  plan  of  finance,   and   many 
were  of  opinion,  that  one  of  his  articles 
for  raising  the  money  he  wanted  would 
be  a  tax  on  beer.    The  right  hon.  gen-» 
tleman  had  kept  every  circumstance  re- 
lative to  his  plan  exceedingly  snog  and 
close.     Not  a  whisper  had  made  its  way 
to  the  public  till  the  whole  promulgatioo 
had  just  issued  from  his  own  mouth.    All 
inquiries  made  by  himself  or  his  friends 
had    been  fruitless  and  ineffectual.     He 
would  not  give  the  smallest  hint  in  answer^ 
by  which  to  goess  at ;  so  that  the  trade  to 
which  he  belonged  could  not  form  any 
true  judgment  by  which  they  were  to 
act,  as  to  the  continuance  of  the  present 
prices  of  beer,  till  tbey  were  able  to%s* 
certain  what  the  intentions  of  the  right 
hon.*    gentleman  wouki  be.     The  right 
hon.  gentleman  bad  been  waited  on  in 
company  with  lord  Liverpool  by  a  depu- 
tation of  the  trade,  of  which  depoUtion 
he  had  the  honour  to  be  one ;  in  which 
they  had  fairly  represented  the  ^  state  in 
which  they  stood,  and  the  injuries  they 
sustained  from  the  then  high  prices  of 
barley,  &C4    The  consequence  of  which 
was,  the  prices  bad  been  raised.    A  se- 
cond deputation  had  in  like  manner  uken 
place  between  the  same  parties,  and  a  se* 
cond  increase  of  price  had  taken  place; 
but  such  second  price  was  soon  given  up, 
and  the  trade  had  since  waited  to  see  what 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  do  before 
tbey  could  say  what  they  should  do.    Now 
they  were  possessed  of  that,  they  would 
uke  their  measures  within  eight  and  forty 
hours ;  and  had  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
condescended  to  be  a  little  more  comma* 
nicative,  the  business  would  perhaps  havo 
been  settled,  and  the  public  acooainted 
with  the  intentioas  of  the  trade  before  this 
time.    With  respect  to  the  plan  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  he  should  reserve 
his  opihion  for  some  future  occasion. 

Mr.  Tiermy  said,  he  should  not  attempt 
to  follow  the  right  hon.  gentlepan  through 
the  wide  range  of  argument  in  which  he 
had  indulged  himself,  and  with  which  he 
had  amused  many  members  presenlf  as  it 
would  seem  from  the  several  cheers  with 
which  tbey  had  so  cordially  greeted  hl« 
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•peech.  He  woold  confine  himself  to 
those  pans  which  he  considered  to  be 
most  feilacioas,  aiid  to  which  he  could  not 
sntMuit  in  silence*  without  being  gailty  in 
bis  own  mind  of  a  dereliction  of  his  par- 
liamentary duty.  In  the  conclusion  of 
bis  speech  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
asserted*  that  we  had  come  out  of  the  late 
contest  with  our  finances  in  a  flourishing 
ftate.  Now*  what*  he  woold  ask*  was  the 
state  of  our  finances  ?  In  the  course  of  the 
war  21  millions  of  war  taxes  had  been  im- 
posed. The  country  wu  told  that  it 
would  be  relieired  of  these  taxes  when  tho 
war  was  over;  that  these  taxes  were  a 
mere  temporary  exertion;  and  that  which 
now  furnished  so  much  satisfaction  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman*  was  that  out  of  these 
21  millions  of  war  taxes*  more,  than  one 
half  of  them  was  to  be  continued  after  a 
peace.  If  this  was  the  subject  of  the 
triumph  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman*  he 
woold  willingly  allow  him  all  the  advan* 
tage  of  it.  Instead  of  looking  our  situa- 
tiod  fairly  in  the  face*  and  laying  before 
the  House  a  detailed  statement  of  our 
finances*  the  riffht  hon.  gentleman  had 
contented  himself  with  general  assertions, 
which  he  thought  sufficient  to  entitle  him 
to  demand  more  money  to  enaMe  him  to 
go  on.  With  respect  to  the  greatest  part 
of  the  taxes  now  proposed  by  the  right 
hon.  genileman*  he  would  not  at  present 
aay  one  word.  He  had  formerly  told  the 
right  hon.  gentleman— and  he  knew  (hen 
that  he  was  not  a  prophet  without  foon- 
dation-^that  a  great  increase,  instead  of 
a  diminution  of  our  taxes  would  be  neces- 
aary  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  did  not 
wish*  unnecessarily*  to  find  any  fault  with 
the  plans  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
but  rairly  and  6oiid  fide  rather  to  anist 
than  impede  him.  In  taking  a  general 
review  of  our  finances*  it  appeared*  then* 
that  we  were  called  on  to  make  good  six 
millions  of  war  taxes*  which  would  ex* 
pire  in  July  next*  and  to  vote  five  millions 
of  new  taxes*  and  to  continue  them  for 
four  years,  till  the  expenses  of  the  war 
ahould  be  wound  up*  This,  if  he  under* 
atood  the  right  hon.  gentleman*  wa^  the 
substance  of  his  plan,  and  if  it  was  so  he 
""  would  protest  against  the  whole  of  his  pro- 
ceedings. The  House*  if  they  agreed  to 
this*  must  appear  out  of  doors  as  persons 
ready  to  carry  into  effect  any  grant  of 
any  sum  of  money  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  might  want.  Did  the  com- 
mittee know  what  was  the  present  state  of 
the  comtry  i  Was  there  one  paper  or 


account  before  them  affording  them  any  in- 
formation on  that  subject  ?  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  merely  signified  to 
them  the  propriety  of  raising  the  largest 
sum  of  supplies  possible  within  the  yean 
He  was  not  saying  that  if  this  were  ne* 
cessary  from  the  situation  of  the  country^ 
it  ought  not  to  be  agreed  to  as  the  lesser 
of  two  evils.  But  then  he  most  be  shewn 
that  a  loan  to  the  whole  extent  of  the 
sums  wanted  would  be  inconvenient*  and 
that*  therefore*  it  became  necessary  to 
raise  a  large  proportion  of  the  supplies 
within  the  year.  .  He  was  speaking  to  aa 
assembly  of  gentlemen*  a  great  proportion 
of  whom  knew  nothing  of  what  had  passed, 
but  through  the  newspapers.  When  tho 
House  were  voting  the  property  tax*  or 
some  substitute  for  it*  without  knpwing 
that  they  were  doing  so*  he  meant  when 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
called  on  them  to  vote  15  millions  of  Ex* 
chequer  bills,  he  took  the  liberty  to  re- 
mind the  House  that  this  sum  could  only 
be  wanted  in  the  contemplation  of  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  taxes.  'In  this  it  bad 
turned  out  that  he  was  perfectly  right. 
The  five  millions  now  announced  were 
only  a  part  of  his  property  tax.  He 
would  defy  any  one  to  say  vthether  the 
speech  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer was  a  war  or  a  peace  speech.  He 
had  given  them  Mr.  Burke's  idea  of 
the  duration  of  the  war*  and  told 
them  of  the  propriety  of  preparing  for 
war;  and  it  would  seem  that. all  we 
were  to  do  for  the  next  four  years  was 
to  hoard  up  resources  for  a  new  war. 
Was  this  what  the  country  was  to  expect 
after  a  21  years  war?  Was  this  the  cheer- 
ing  prospect  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ? 
But  what  was  the  motive  of  the  right  hon. 
irentleroan  for  pressing  this  question  now  ? 
The  property  tax  would  expire  on  the  5th 
of  April  next.  It  was  now  given  up. 
Why*  then,  embark  in  this  vote  before 
knowing  the  whole  of  our  situation  r  The 
American  war  was  now  at  an  end ;  and 
the  ratification  woold  no  doubt  arrive  in 
due  time.  With  respect  to  the  continent, 
the  time  was  not  yet  arrived  when  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  give  any  an- 
swer; they  were  always  told  that  the 
proper  time  was  not  arrived.  Yet  now 
they  asked  the  House  for  monejr*  And  that 
was  the  only  security  they  had  tor  obtain- 
ing the  information  they  wished.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  the  smallest 
right  to  ask  for  this  money  at  present. 
This  traqpaction  wis  the  more  snsfrtcioos. 
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because  the  arrnral  ef  the  noble  lord  (Caft- 
tlereagb)  could  not  be  distant.  He  left 
Vienna  on  the  13ih«  and  there  was  every 
reason  to  believe  he  wonld  make  good 
speed  on  bis  way  home.  Why  not  wait, 
then,  the  arrival  of  the  noble  lordj  if  his 
intelligence  be  good  ?  Bat  if  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  noble  lord  at  Ihe  Congress  were 
to  be  still  wrapt  in  mystery,  and  the  House 
were  to  receive  no  account  of  his  labours, 
why  previous  to  his  arrival  anticipate 
•QCtt  silence,  and  vote  money  which  was 
not  at  present  necessary  ?  But  the  whole 
object  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  to 
1  get  those  votes,  which  would  enable  mi- 
Bisters  to  make  arrangements  for  putting 
BBoney  into  the  Exchequer.  Surely  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  not  say,  that 
raising  the  whole  of  the  supplies  within 
the  year  was  an  ordinary  proceeding ;  it 
was  only  a  war  mode,  and  was  never  in- 
tended t.o  be  applied  to  a  period  of  peace. 
But  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  told 
them  that  he  wanted  this  money  for  the 
winding-up  the  war  expenses.  He  would 
recommend  to  those  who  were  admirers 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  financial 
measures,  to  say  what  had  been  done  with 
this  property  tax<  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  that  night  delivered  a  funeral 
oration  over  it.  It  was  not  hh  intention 
to  have  disturbed  its  ashes,  upon  the  prin- 
ciple '  De  mortuis  nil  tiisi  bonum.'  It 
hardly,  indeed,  received  Christian  burial, 
for  the  mob  were  rather  riotous  at  the 
funeral.  But  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
bad  informed  them  that  it  was  not  yet 
dead,  but  only  slept ;  and  that  if  we  were 
not  very  much  out  of  lock's  way,  we  might 
aee  it  revive  again  in  all  its  pristine  vigour. 
The  greatest  merit  in  the  property  tax  waa 
the  dislike  so  generally  felt  to  it ;  and  if 
it  could  be  held  out  to  the  people  m  iar^ 
rorem,  against  entering  into  war,  it  had 
done  great  service  indeed.  When  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  first  asked,  be- 
fore Christmas,  if  he  did,  not  think  that  the 
property  tax  expired  on  the  5th  of  April, 
ne  answered,  that  wiser  men  than  himself 
(and  he,  Mr.  T.  could  not  help  at  the  time 
admiring  his  modesty)  were  of  opinion 
that  it  did  not  expire  on  the  5th  of  April. 
Ho  waa  asked  again  if  he  did  not  think 
himself  that  it  expired  then,  and  whether 
it  was  to  be  renewed  ^  But  on  that  subject 
no  information  was  obtained.  Ho  could 
not  say  whether  so  large  a  sum  as  14  mil- 
lions wu  to  be  renewed  or  not,  hut  the 
next  day,  on  the  faith  of  the  renewal,  he 
took  a  sum  on  the  aide  of  the  year,  and 


then  told  the  House  for  three  months  to 
go  about  their  business.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman,  however^  began  at  last  to  think 
seriously  on  this  subject ;  and  though  he 
did  not  think  proper  to  repose  any  confi* 
dence  in  the  House,  he  took  Mr.  Gladstone 
for  a  counsellor.  Of  this  gentleman  he 
had  considered  it  advisable  to  inquire  whe* 
ther  he  thought  the  property  tax  cbald  be 
borne*  It  was  certainly  very  wise  in  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  take  any  advice 
beside  bis  own ;  but  it  was  curious  enough 
that  the  only  gentleman  he  had  consulted 
in  Liverpool  was-  the  only  person  whom 
the  people  of  Liverpool  would  not  hearw 
He  would  assert,  that  if  ministers  did  not 
take  the  property  tax,  they  gave  op  the 
basis  on  which  the  raising  the  suppliea 
within,  the  year  was  founded  ;  this  waa 
the  corner-stone  of  the  superstructure,  the 
foundation  of  the  whole  system  ;  and  yet* 
after  destroying  the  foundation,  they  still 
went  on  and  s^id,  let  us  have  a  large 
portion  of  the  supplies  now.  This  was  a 
most  serious  innovation  on  the  system  of 
finance.  He  was  not  now  giving  an  opi- 
nion how  far  this  innovation  might  be 
justifiable;  because  circumstances  might 
be  disclosed  to  the  House  sufficient  te 
authorixdl  them  to  sanction  the  raising  a 
great  portion  of  the  supplies  within  the 
year.  But  then  the  right  hon*  gentleman 
ought  to  afibrd  some  explanation  to  the 
Hou«e.  But  he  would  venture  to  say  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  not  himself 
able  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  wants  of 
the  year,  or  to  say  what  exceedents  would 
be  coming  in  from  day  to  day  over  the 
votes  of  former  years.  The  House  had 
already  had  a  specimen  of  this  in  the  ex- 
cesses of  the  army  extraordinaries  for 
some  years  back;  and  yet  in  all  this  an* 
certainty  they  were  to  go  on  voting  money» 
as  if  the  most  satisfactory  details  were  laid 
before  them.  And  the  right  hen.  gentle* 
man  had  also  thought  proper  te  ulk  of 
our  peace  establishment,  and  to  allude  ta 
the  proceedings  of  the  committee  of  179^1*. 
One  would  think,  from  the  way  in  which 
he  spoke  of  this  committee  ol  l'}9l,  thai 
it  was,  like  the  present,  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House.  The  committee  of  1701 
was  such  a  one  aa  he  had  been  intreating 
and  imploring  fruitleuly  these  four  years  ; 
a  committee  thoroughly  to  examine  and 
sift  the  .finances  and  expenditure  of  the 
country.  Did  Mr.  Pitt  say  to  the  House, 
you  must  come  down  and  vole  a  peace 
establishment  without  previoos  inquiry  I 
Mn  Pitt  referred  this  te  the  cMUMttee* 
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mkI  he  that  srmcd  himtelf  with  the  report 
of  aconmittee,  who  had  iofeittgated  every 
branch  of  the  finances  of  tfaw  country. 
Sferv  man  in  the  coQunittee  was  thas 
enabled  lo  know  the  sitaation  of  the 
coaotry  as  well  as  Mr.  Pitt  himself  did. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  told  them 
tiMl  onr  revennes  were  in  a  roost  flourish* 
ing  state.  Here  he  trusted  he  might  be 
allowed  to  look  back  a  little  on  what  be 
had  himself  done,  and  to  ask  the  House  if 
he  had  not  shewn  them  the  situation  to 
which  they  were  hastening,  and  which 
could  kiot  now  be  concealed  from  them. 
He  was  sensible  that  he  had  often  keen 
thought  by  many  as  intruding  unneces- 
sarily on  the  House— ^as  uttering  stuff  and 
Bonseose«-as  having  Jacobinical  views  in 
what  he  said.  But  he  would  now  ask, 
whether  the  triumph  was  at  length  with 
him  or  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ? 
Whether  his  predictions  had  not  been  fbl* 
filled  ?  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  at 
length  been  obliged  to  come  forward  with 
an  addition  of  five  millions  a  year  to  our 
burthens.  But  then*  said  the  right  hon. 
I^entleman,  the  revenue  was  in  a  flourish- 
ing state.  It  might  be  so,  but  he  would 
not  take  his  wora  for  it.  No  one  could 
yet  give  a  definitive  opinion  upon  this 
subject.  There  were  many  of  the  war 
taxes  which  on  a  peace  must  continue 
falling  off.  Yet  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
bad  chosen  to  take  the  vrar  taxes  at*  their 
full  amount,  though  he  must  have  known 
that  it  was  expressly  slated  at  the  time 
they  were  introduced,  that  it  would  be 
inpoesible  lo  continue  man^  of  them  in 
time  of  peace  ?  It  would  be  impossible  to 
raise  this  six  millions.  Take  tea,  for  in- 
atance,  on  which  there  was  a  duty  of 
95  per  cent.  Could  he  think  that  it  would 
continue  as  in  time  of  peace  ?  He  might 
also  instance  spirits.  The  House  would 
betray  its  trust  if  it  voted  this  money  with* 
out  the  establishment  of  a  committee.  It 
night  be  right  that  this  money  should  he 
voted  J  he  ^ve  no  opinion  on  the  subject ; 
bos  it  was  right  first  lo  have  a  committee 
to  examine  this,  to  shew  that  they  wanted 
to  do  their  duty  to  their  country.  The 
hnniness  ought  to  be  laid  before  a  com- 
nstttee :  and  without  the  pr^ious  investi- 
gation by  a  committee,  no  man  could  give 
nn  opinion  respecting  it.  That  excellent 
argument  for  a  time  of  war  did  not  apply 
now^-tbat  our  means  ought  to  equal  our 
wants ;  for  in  a  peace  our  wants  ought  to 
be  equal  to  our  means.  If  we  were  at 
ought  to  abstain  from  every 
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arrangement  not  absolutely  necessary.  If 
we  were  at  peace  we  ought  to  try  how 
every  farthing  could  be  saved.  The  mili« 
ury  expenditure  of  the  country  required 
the  most  thorough  investigation.  It  was 
very  well  during  war  to  encourage  a  sort 
of  miliury  mania.  If  the  army  wu  not 
brought  down,  the  expenses  of  that  army 
would  weigh  down  the  country.  But  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  could  not  do  this 
himself  witnout  the  assistance  of  the 
House ;  and  the  kindest  thing  the  House 
could  do  him  was  to  set  about  inquiring 
into  this  expenditure.  It  was  not  less  ne- 
cessary to  examine  into  the  expenditure 
of  the  navy,  and  of  the  ordnance.  The 
ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  had  talked  some- 
thmg  of  a  peace  establishment,  but  he  did 
not  believe  one  word  of  what  he  said  on 
that  subject ;  he  couM  not  possibly  have 
data  lo  go  on.  He  might  say  such  and 
such  sums  were  necessary  for  the  Mauri* 
tins,  and  for  Malu,  &c.  Undoubted  ly» 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  better  meant 
than  he  had  of  information  on  these  sub* 
jects ;  but  he  was  not  in  a  state  to  speak 
with  certainty.  The  great  increase  of  our 
colonies  would  be  alleged ;  but  the  House 
ought  not  to  listen  a  moment  to  such 
general  statementS|  but  to  sift  and  probe 
every  branch  of  the  establbhments  of 
the  country  to  the  bottom*  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  altogether  left  out 
Ireland  in  his  calculations,  as^if  it  did  not 
make  a  part  of  the  empire  ;  he  had  stated 
the  whole  at  19  millions,  but  thei^  Ireland 
was  to  contribute  two  millions.  He  would 
leave  him  and  his  friend,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  of  Ireland,  to  explain 
this  lo  the  House.  There  was  no  more  a 
surplus  of  00  millions  than  of  six  millions, 
unless  such  an  increase  had  taken  place 
in  the  produce  of  last  quarter,  as  was  in* 
credible.  No  more  was  it  in  his  power  to 
meet  the  peace  establishment  of  tne  coun- 
try. The  right  hon.  gentleman,  he  would 
repeat,  could  not  do  this ;  but  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  thought  that  he  bad 
stated  sufficient  for  a  general  view  of  our 
situation-^>f  which  general  view,  how* 
ever,  he  for  one,  did  not  believe  one  word. 
If  the  subject  was  before  a  committee,  be 
had  no  doubt  the  figures  would  not  come 
out  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
suted  them.  Before  the  return  of  my 
lord  Castlereagb,  he  had  thought  proper 
to  assume  certain  facts,  just  to  enable  him 
to  raise  five  millions  of  new  taxes.  After 
taking  off  fourteen  millions,  the  very  first 
day  he  had  clapped  five  millions  on.    His 
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firm  coovictioQ  was«  thai  ibe  money  was 
only  wanted  to  carry  on  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  for  some  time  longer ;  and  it 
would  not  at  all  surprise  him,  if,  before 
they  were  much  older,  they  were  called 
on  for  another  adjournment.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  always  unwilling 
to  repose  any  confidence  in  the  House. 
It  was  true,  he  bad  always  great  majo- 
rities  ;  yet  the  right  hon.  gentleman  .had 
sometimes  been  seen  to  go  away  from  the 
House  with  all  the  advantage  of  numbers 
on  bis  side,  but  with  no  great  feeling  of 
satisfaction  from  a  recollection  of  the  ar- 
guments. Every  thing  that  was  necessary 
for  the  service  of  the  country  had  already 
been  voted.  The  service  was  provided 
for  up  to  the  25th  of  June  next.  The 
auppiies  were  voted  to  that  day.  Why, 
then,  in  the  middle  of  February,  were 
they  called  on  to  vote  five  millions  which 
were  not  wanted  ?  He  had  endeavoured 
to  warn  the  House,  that  if  they  continued 
this  system  they  would  involve  themselves 
in  inexpressible  difficulties.  He  had  often 
pressed  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the 
country,  but  had  been  answer^,  that  this 
could  not  be  done  till  peace.  Peace  was 
now  at  length  arrived,  but  still  there  was 
no  appointment  of  a  committee  of  inquiry  ; 
and  so  they  would  continue  to  go  on, 
never  knowing  what  were  the  difficulties 
of  the  country,  and  what  sums  were 
actually  wanted.  He  wished  to  say  merely 
one  word  more  with  respect  to  the  sinking 
fund.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  at 
last  found  what  he  (Mr.  T.)  had  informed 
him  would  take  place,  that  by  pressing  on 
the  sinking  fund  he  affected  the  money 
snarket.  He  was  already  now  convinced 
that  the  measures  which  he  was  once 
strongly  of  opinion  would  have  a  ten* 
dency  to  raise  the  funds,  had  produced  a 
Tery  different  effect. 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  begged 
to  refer  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  what 

gassed  before  the  adjournment.  The 
louse  had  then  voted  large  sums  of  money, 
for  the  various  branches  of  the  service  of 
the  country ;  and  what  the  committee 
were  now  employed  upon  was,  in  pro- 
Tiding  ways  and  means  to  answer  those 
supplies*  The  amount  of  the  sums  agreed 
to  in  the  committees  of  supply,  before  the 
recess,  was  not  less  than  25  millions,  be* 
sides  what  was  devoted  to  the  payment  of 
Exchequer-bills.  The  ways  and  means 
for  raising  those  supplies  were  only  to  the 
extent  of  three  millions  of  annual  taxes, 
and  the  remainder  was  yet  to  be  made 
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good.  What,  then,  had  been  the  pro* 
ceeding  of  this  night  ?  The  war  taxes  bad 
been  renewed  as  far  as  it  was  found  ex- 
pedient, and  the  deficiency  was  supplied 
by  the  new  taxes  that  he  had  mentioned. 
Thinking  that  the  communication  would 
be  agreeable  to  the  House,  he  had  also 
entered  into  a  general  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  finances  of  the  country  ; 
but  this  was  no  part  of  his  strict  duty, 
since  the  mere  statement  of  the  contents 
of  the  Resolution^  he  should  propose,  was 
all  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
he  should  do.  He  did  not  wonder  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  taken  this 
opportunity  of  expressing  his  opinions 
upon  the  subject  of  the  public  expend)* 
ture^  but  the  arguments  he  had  employed 
rather  strengthened  what  had  been  ad* 
vanced  in  favour  of  the  Resolutions :  he 
had  stated,  very  properly,  that  the  public 
exigencies  must  be  provided  for,  and  that 
the  sum  of  five  millions  to  l^e  raised  by  the 
new  taxes,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  make 
good  the  deficiencies.  If  so,  why  did  he 
object  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  now  sug- 
gested ?  If  the  public  necessities  were  so 
great  and  so  pressing,  let  the  House  vote 
what  had  been  asked  this  night  first,  and 
afterwards  take  into  its  consideration 
what  further  measures  should  be  resorted 
to.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  ar- 
gued as  if  the  principle  of  the  sinking 
fund  were  to  be  abandoned ;  but  if  he 
would  compare  what  he  (the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer)  had  stated  in  a  former 
committee  upon  this  subject,  with  what 
had  fallen  from  him  that  night,  he  would 
find  that  there  wu  perfect  conformity, 
and  that  the  plan  was  pursued  that  was  od 
that  occasion  opened  and  laid  down.  The 
result  of  all  the  experience  since  obtained 
was,  that  the  plan  had  completely  suc- 
ceeded. The  Resolutions  were  not  op- 
posed in  the  particulars,  but  upon  general 
ground,  that  no  sum  of  money  should  be 
granted  without  previous  inquiry;  but 
was  it  to  be  supposed,  that  the  votes  now 
required  would  pledge  the  House  to  any 
future  assent  ?  To  require  any  such  pledge 
would  be  highly  unparliamentary,  and  in 
future  stages,  upon  re-consideration,  even 
these  Resolutions  might  be  modified  or 
rejected.  With  regard  to  what  had  fallen 
from  another  hon.  member  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread),  he  could  assure  bim  that  he  bad 
no  such  intention  as  that  which  had  been 
charged ;  and  if  any  gentleman  connected 
with  the  trade  to  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  be- 
longed had  communicated  the  intehtioa 
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that  had  now  b^n  stated^  he  woald  not  the  right  .hon.  gentleman  ?   That  no  pre- 


have  made  any  allusion  like  that  which 
bad'  be^n  the  subject  of  complaint,  and 
which  proceeded  merely  from  ignorance 
of  the  face 

•  Mr.  Pomomby  did  not  riie  so  much  to 
ofier  any  remarks  upon  the  Resolutions 
proposed  to  the  committee^  as  to  make  a 
lew  obserrations  upon  the  speech  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  and  to  ex- 
press his  decided  disapprobation  of  the 
mode  of    proceeding    he  had  adopted. 
The.  right  hon.  gentleman  had  thought 
fit  to  pass  many,  compliments  upon  the 
people  of  England:    he  had  applauded 
the  patience,  perseverance,  and  fortitude 
they/ had  displayed  during  a  contest  in 
which  there  was  no  middle  course,  but 
annihilation  was  to  ensue  to  one  party  or 
to  the  other.    This  eulogiom,  however 
warm,  was  not  more  than  justice,  for  such 
qualities  had  never  been  more  signally 
displayed  by  any  nation  upon  the  face  of 
the  globe.     But  in  what  way  was  it  pro- 
posed to  reward  the  people  of  Great  Bri- 
tain for  the   exercise  of  these  virtues? 
By  desiring  the  House  of  Commons  to 
concur  in  a  vote  for  taxes  almost  to  an 
indeOnite  amount,  and  without  any  state- 
ment of  the  purposes  to  which  they  were 
to  be    applied.     Was   any  explanation 
given  whether  it  was  to  be  devoted  to 
military  purposes  ?  No.— To  equip  or  reGt 
the  navy  ?  No.— To  be  expended  upon  our 
colonies?    No. — In  short,  it  was  to  be 
voted,  and  that  was  all  the  House  knew,  or 
the  country  wu  to  be  informed.    Had  the 
House  any  means  of  comparing  the  supply 
with  the  demand  ?   Did  any  man  pretend 
that  he  could  state  what  would  be  the 
amount  of  expense  under  any  one  head  of 
service?    Was  it  fit  that  the  House  of 
Commons  should  be  thus  treated  ?  that  the 
representatives  of  that  people  which  had 
aafiered  so  severely,  should  be  called  upon 
blindfold  to  vote  enormous  somA,  to  be  de- 
voted to  any  purpose  at  the  will  and  plea- 
sure of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ? 
How  was  the  House  tempted  to  comply  ? 
By  stating  that  the  expenses  of  a  peace 
establishment  were  to  be  no  less  than  19 
millions  a  year !  He  felt  confident,  though 
speaking  only   from  memory,    that  on 
former  occasions  the  expense  of  the  peace 
establishment,  with  the  payment  of  the 
debt,  included,  never  amounted  to  such  an 
enormous  sum ;  it  did  not  approach.it  by 
several  millions;   yet  the  House  were  al- 
lowed 10  have  no  information  upon  the 
aabiect.    What  was  the  excuie  m>de  by 
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cise  information  could  be  given  until  the 
charges  of  the  war  were  wound  op ;  but 
the  fact  appeared  to  be,  that  parliament 
never  -  was  to  be  favoured  by  ministers 
with  any  correct  intelligence,  but  must  be 
satisfied  with  vague  statements  like  thosa 
offered  to-night.      On  former  occasions  a 
committee  had  always  been  appointed ; 
and  if  a  proposition  for  that  purpose  were 
brought  forward,  he  should  bo  glad  to 
know  what  plausible  resistance  could  be 
offered  ?   In  another  part  of  this  address, 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  observed, 
chat  the  peace  establishment  must  neces- 
sarily be  more  expensive,  on  account  of 
the  increase  of  our  colonial  dependencies : 
but  Mr.  Ponsonby  begged  leave  utterly  to 
deny  that  it  would  afford  the  slightest  ex* 
cuse  for  any  augmented  military  establish- 
ments.    What  was  the  difference  in  this 
respect  between  the  state  of  the  country 
now,  and  at  the  last  peace  ?  A  great  deal 
had  been  said  with  regard  to  Ceylon  and 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ;   but  what  were 
they ,  compared  with  the  difiicolties  we  had 
formerly  to  encounter  io  our  colonies? 
Were  we  not  at  war  with  Tippoo  Sultaa 
and  the  Mahrattas,  who  could  with  easa 
have  driven  us  from  the  peninsula  of  India  ? 
But  now  with  what  had  we  to  contend,  that 
it  was  necessary  to  maintain  so  large  a  mili- 
Ury  force  ?  Yet  Ceylon  and  the  Cape  were 
brought  forward  as  the  excuse  for  Isying 
the  nation  under  such  unheard-of  burthens 
during  a  period  of  peace  and  security. 
There  was  no  conviction  upon  his  mind 
more  strong,  in  order  to  make  this  coun* 
try  capable  of  sustaining  a    new   war, 
should  such  a  calamity  be  forced  upon  us» 
than  the  necessity  of  reducing^  by  everv 
expedient,  the  public  disbursements.     It 
was  the  only  expedient  by  which  we  could 
hope  for  success;  all  our  establi9hments 
must  be  retrenched  within  the  narrowest 
compass,  and  economy,  instead  of  aggran- 
disement, ought  to  be  the  only  object  of 
a  wise  and  prudent  ministry*     Instead  of 
that,  what  was  the  threat  held  out  to  the 
people  of  England,  as  a  return  for  their 
firmness  and  patience— that  instead  of  en- 
joying the  fruiu  of  hard*eamed  tranquil- 
lity, they  were  in  peace  to  be  burihened 
with  expenses  that  war  alone  could  jus- 
tify.     The'  right    hon.  gentleman    bad 
spoken  much  in  praise  of  the   property 
Ux;    he  seemed  very  unwilling  indeed 
to  relinquish  it,  but  he  declared  that  he  did 
so  merely  because  our  situation  was  in 
some  respects  cbvigodj  as  well  as  the  con* 
(SLj 
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dition  of  persons  that  might  be  affected  by 
it.  But^  was  that  the  troe  cause  of  its 
abandonment?  Would  any  man  ^ho  bad 
witnessed  the  proceedings  in  the  country, 
during  the  recess,  belicTe  that  ministers 
had  not  gi^en  it  up  because  they  dared 
not  oppose  themselves  to  the  wishes  of  the 
great  body  of  the  nation,  and  now  they 
had  not  the  generosity  to  confess  it  ?  If 
the  people  of  £ngland  were  true  to  them- 
aekes^  the  right  hon.«  gentleman  might 
now  do  as  he  pleased  ;  the  House  of  Com- 
mons might  be  as  subservient  to  the  wishes 
of  the  minister  as  he  could  desire ;  but  a 
time  would  come,  and  that  at  no  great 
distance,  when  he  would  be  compelled  to 
reduce  our  establishments,  within  those 
bounds  that  were  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  honour  and  independence 
of  the  empire. 

Mr.  Mamyaii  made  several  remarks 
npon  the  impolicy  of  ioterfering  with  the 
drawbacks  and  bounties  at  present  allowed 
with  regard  to  West  India  produce.  He 
hoped  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer would  abandon  that  part  of  the  plan 
be  had  proposed. 

Sir  John  Newport  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  gross  fallacy  of  the  cal- 
culation of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, that  Ireland  would  be  able  to  defray 
two  millions  of  the  expenses  of  a  peace 
establishment.  An  immense  load  of  tax- 
ation had  been  thrown  upon  that  country 
during  the  last  year,  and  the  revenue  was 
already  one  million  below  the  interest 
npon  the  sinking  fund.  The  debt  was 
augmented  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
132  millions;  and  how  was  it  possible  to 
auppose  that  she  could  bear  any  additional 
burthens,  or  that  the  House  could  be  de- 
luded by  a  statement  that  had  for  its  otyect 
to  prove  the  possibility  ? 

Sir  Jama  Shaw  wished  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  at  least  to  re-consider 
the  tax  upon  the  windows  of  ahops  and 
warehouses.  It  had  been  attempted  by 
Mr.  Pittftfleen  years  ago  without  success; 
for  after  it  had  been  continued  for  one 
year,  it  was  found  impolitic,  if  not  imprac- 
ticable, and  was  abandoned. 

The  ChanctUarqfthe  Erdk^ver  observed, 
that  the  tax  he  proposed  had  no  analogy 
to  that  of  Mr.  Pitt,  which  was  an  impost 
npon  shops  of  .trade  in  proportion  to  the 
rent  of  the  dweUing*house  to  which  they 
were  attached ;  but  jt  was  found  to  press 
▼ery  unequally  and  injuriously,  and  was 
withdrawn  in  consequence.  The  present 
proposition  was  a  tax  of  only  thr^  sbil- 
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I  lings  and  six-pence  upon  each  window  of 
the  shop  or  warehouse.  As  to  what  had 
fallen  from  a  right  hoh.  baronet  (sir  J« 
Newport),  he  had  only  to  say,  that  if  Ire* 
land  were  not  able  to  pky  her  gaofa  stipu* 
lated  in  the  act  of  onion,  it  was  the  more 
necessary  that  the  votes  should  be  passed, 
and  that  exertions  should  be  made  in  thia 
country.  AfUr  all,  there  would  remain 
much  to  be  settled  by  future  arrangement 
after  the  expected  ratification  of  the  peace 
with  America,  when  our  naval  and  military 
establishments  were  arranged.  With 
regard  to  the  drawbacks  upon  West  India 
produce,  he  should  be  sorry  if  it  operated 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  planter;  but 
where  the  British  merchant  possessed  an 
exclusive  monopoly,  the  consumer  had  m 
right  to  expect  some  protection  against 
exorbitant  prices.  ,As  long  as  the  mer- 
chant enjoyed  that  monopoly,  he  could  not 
reasonably  complain  of  hardship. 

Mr.  baring  thought  the  Chancellor  ^f 
the  Exchequer  was  under  a  great  delusion 
if  he  expected  that  jn  time  of  peace  the 
taxes  would  continue    as    productive*  as 
during  the  war:   it  was  impossible  that  a 
reduction  fi-om  an  expenditure  of  80  mil- 
lions to  18  millions  annually  should  notba 
very  sensibly  felt  by  the  revenue.    The 
alteration  in  the  price  of  provisions  by  the 
fsll  of  bread,  if  it  were  not  artificially  sup* 
ported  (which  he^sincerely  hoped  would 
not  be  the  case),   must  also  produce  a 
powerful  effect  upon  the  existing  system 
of  taxation.    A  gentleman's  annual  in- 
come might  be  reduced  from  9,0001.  to 
2J0QOI.  and  in  time  of  peace  he  might  ba 
able    to    live  as  comfortably    upon  the 
smaller  sum  as  in  time  of  war  upon  the 
larger;  but  it  was  by  no  means  the  same 
thing  to  the  revenue,  which  must  sustain 
a  considerable  reduction.    The  hon.  mem- 
ber objected  to  the  present  slovenly  mode 
of  conducting   the  public   business,  not 
merely  because  it  was  productive  of  in- 
convenience in  the  particular  case,  but 
because  it  might  by  future  chancellors  of 
the  Exchequer  be  drawn  into  a  miscblev* 
out  precedent.     Nothing  was  oflfered  bnt 
general  assertions  of  increased  establiah* 
ments  for  our  colonieS|  without  any  parti- 
culars being  afforded.      He    trusted^    at 
least,  that  he  should  not  proceed  upon  the 
extravagant  plan  hitherto  adopted,  if  he 
might  judge  by  the  salary  of  one  indivi- 
dual at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.    He  waa 
informed  that  the  governor  had  not  less 
than  20,0001.  a  year.    [The  Chancellor  of 
the  Escheqnar   said    acrou   the   table 
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lOjOOO/*]  The  tftlaiy  at  governor  might 
be  ouly  (hal-tmn;  btit  did  ihe  right  hoo. 
gtDtleman  mean  to  be  midersteod  u  stating 
that  as  governor,  commander-in-chief,  and 
in  his  other  capacities,  be  did  not  receiTe 
pablic  money  to  the  amoant  of  20,0001.  a 
year  f  He  hoped  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Escheqaer  would  give  some  correct 
information  opon  this  point.  This  was 
only  a  solitary  case  that  bad  accidentally 
come  to  his  knowledge;  bot  he  feared 
many  others  existed,  where,  from  the  in- 
flaence  of  family  and  connexion,  ministers 
were  compelled  to  submit  to  wastefal 
abases  in  varioas  departments.  Ho  con- 
curred with  whst  had  fallen  from  Mj> 
Marryatt  respecting  the  drawbacks  updn 
West  India  produce.  With  regard  to  the 
property  tax,  be  did  not  wish  enneceisa- 
rily  to  disturb  the  manes  of  the  dead,  by 
traducing  the  memory  of  that  which  was 
no  more :  he  felt  too  much  respect  for  the 
naxim  of  the  old  proverb,  but  in  truth  il 
be  were  compelled  to  speak  only  in  praise 
of  the  property  tax,  all  the  good  that  he 
could  say  uf  it  was,  that  it  was  dead ;  for 
•11  the  opprobrious  epithets  that  had  been 
heaped  upon  it,  appeaiied  to  him  not  to 
come  up  to  itA  desert.  In  theory  it  might 
be  ?ery  beautiful  to  tax  every  man  accord- 
ing to  his  property,  but  nothing  could  be 
more  odious  than  that  a  man  should  be 
catechised  by  persons  who  possessed 
more  than  inquisitorial  powers:  for  his 
own  part,  he  would  much  rather  be  sam«* 
moned  before  the  trench  of  bishops,  to  be 
questioned  as  to  his  belief  in  the  doctrinal 
points  of  religion,  than  appear,  before  the 
commissioners  under  the  property  tax,  to 
toswer  their  questions  as  to  the  exact 
amoant  of  his  worldly  goods  and  chattels. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  seemed 
resolved  that  it  should  not  quit  the  stage 
withoot  Matf  and  was  determined  to  do 
all  in  bis  power  to  procure  for  it  a  hand» 
flome  retirement.  A  threat  had  been 
atodioosly  held  out  that  it  might  on  some 
fotnre  emergency  be  revived ;  but  he  woald 
never  give  hia  consent,  unless  we  had  the 
misfortune  of  witnessing  a  repetition  of 
the  dreadful  crisis  we  had  just  passed. 

Mr.  Ron  addressed  the  committee  as 
follows  :* 

There  are  reasons  operating  on   my 

*  From  the  original  edition  printed  for 
T.  Cadell  and  W.  Davies,  Strand ;  and  J. 
Hatchard,  Piccadilly^ with  the  following 
latrodaction.     "I  am  desirous  of  sut^ 
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mind,  which  had  determined  me  not  to 
rise  on  the  present  occasion;  but  I  foel  it 
quite  impossible  to  remain  silent  after  wbat 
has  ftllen  from  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last.  In  vindication  of  the  measure 
thus  reprobated  it  will  not  be  necessary 
for  me,  however,  to  troable  the  committee 
at  moch  len^h. 

It  war  insisted  upon,  before  the  recess, 
that  whether  we  should  have  a  peace  with 
America  or  not,  the  tax  could  no  longer 
be  levied ;  as  the  termination  of  it  de- 
pended on  a  peace  with  France,  the  only 
country  with  which  we  were  at  war  when 
the  Act  passed.  Of  the  accuracy  of  that 
I  thooght  no  doobt  couid  be  entertained ; 
bot  the  question  appeared  to  be  perfectly 
unimportant,  because  if  the  legal  inter- 
pretation gave  the  tax  a  continuance  be- 
yond the  French  peace,  and  it  should  not 
be  longer  wanted,  there  conld  be  no  hesi- 
tation about  the  repeal:  on  the  other 
hand,  if,  on  the  peace  Uking  place,  an 
indispensable  necessity  shoold  be  found 
for  a  continuance  of  it  in  some  shape  or 
proportion,  1  certainly  conceived  the  faith 
of  parliament  could  not  have  been  so 
pledged  as  to  prevent  such  a  continuance* 

The  adjournment  for  the  holidays  took 
place  withoot  any  determination  expressed 
by  bis  Majesty's  ministers,  as  to  their  in- 
tention about  proposing  a  renewal  of  the 
tax ;  and  during  the  recess,  petitions  were 
poured  in  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom 
in  such  numbers  against  it,  as  to  induce 
my  right  hon.  friend  and  his  colleagues  to 
wave  any  intention  of  making  it  a  part  of 
the  ways  and  means* 

That  determination  having  been  taken, 
and  having  been  approved  of  by  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  I 
am  not  such  a  Quixote  in  finance  as  to 
offer  a  reaistance  against  it ;  it  would  in- 
deed be  aa  utterly  useless,  as  it  would  be 
inexcusably  presumptooos  in  me  to  make 
iooh  an  attempt.  I  may  however  be  al« 
lowed  to  lament  that  the  petitions  were 
adopted,  withoot  the  persons  who  were 
present  at  the  meetings  being  at  all 
aware,  that  if  their  request  should  be 
granted  they  would  unavoidably  be  sub- 
jected to  other  borthens,  probably  bearing 

.  -  - 

'mitting  to  the  public  the  substance  of  what 
I  said  in  the  House  of  Commons  respect- 
ing the  property  tax,  in  order  that  if  there 
shall  appear  to  be  any  thing  questionable 
in  my  statement,  in  which  there  are  many 
dates  and  figures,  an  opportunity  may  be 
afforded  of  its  being  examined/* 
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much  more  heavily  upon  the  great  mass 
of  the  people,  if  productire  ones,  than  the 
tax  they  complained  of. 

It  is  not  in  the  smallest  degree  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  when  a  unmeroos  as- 
sembly  of  persons  of  all  descriptions  were 
asked  whether  they  desired  to  be  relieved 
from  a  heavy  contribution,  without  a  sub- 
stitute for  it  being  mentioned,  every  hand 
should  be  held  up  in  the  affirmative  ;  but 
it  may  reasonably  be  doubted  whether  a 
very  different  sensation  might  not  have 
prevailed  at  such  meetings,  if  the  parties 
present  had  been  aware  that  an  immensely 
productive  tax  could  not  in  the  present 
state  of  the  country  be  given  up,  without 
some  other  heavy  impositions  to  a  very 
great  amount  being  substituted  in  its  place. 

The  absolute  necessity  of  finding  pro- 
ductive taxes  in  lieu  of  the  one  under 
consideration,  in  the  event  of  that  being 
relinquished,  seems  to  have  escaped  at- 
tention almost  generally.  If  that  neces- 
sity had  been  understood  as  clearly  as  it 
exists,  it  would  I  think  have  had  ah  influ- 
ence on  all  classes ;  the  opulent  would  not 
have  been  as  forward  as'they  were  in  ex- 
pressing their  anxiety  fora  petition, the  suc- 
cess of  which,  at  the  time  it  was  to  relieve 
them  from  heavy  contributions,  would  be 
attended  with  consequences  beaming  pro- 
bably with  more  severe  pressure  on  the^ 
middling  and  lower  classes  of  the  com- 
munity than  the  tax  complained  of;  and 
the  latter  would  have  been  less  solicitous 
on  the  occasion,  if  they  had  foreseen  they 
were  likely  to  be  so  pressed  upon  by  a 
compliance  with  their  own  wishes. 

That  this  tax  has  been  felt  as  a  most 
severe  pressure  by  many,  it  is  impossible 
to  deny ;  that  is  not  a  point  likely  to  be 
treated  with  levity  by  me«  I  can  most 
truly  say,  that  no  one  could  feel  more  for 
that  pressure  on  meritorius  and  respectable 
individuab,  in  many  cases  struggling  with 
difficulties,  than  I  have  done;  or  who 
would  have  felt  a  higher  gratification  at 
relief  having  been  aiforded  them :  and  if 
the  tax  had  been  continued,  I  believe  that 
would  have  been  found  practicable,  on 
classes  on  whom  the  pressure  was  most 
severe,  as  I  will  endeavour  td  shew  pre- 
sently. Keeping  in  view,  however,  even 
the  most  disiresSsing  part  of  the  Act,  I 
think  I  shall  make  it  evident,  almost  to 
demonstration,  that  the  benefits  not  only 
to  the  country,  but  to  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  its  inhabitants  have  much  more 
than  compensated  for  the  money  taken 
from  the  subject. 
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It  is  a  justice  due  to  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  with  whom  the  system  originated, 
and  a  duty  to  those  who  have  patiently 
acquiesced  in  it,  to  explain  shortly  what 
compelled  the  resorting  to  it;  I  hope^ 
therefore  the  committee  will  permit  me 
to  bring  to  their  recollection  the  circum- 
stances which  left  no  choice  with  respect 
to  adopting  the  principle  of  raising  a  large 
sum  of  money  within  the  year ;  the  mea- 
sures that  have  been  taken  for  effecting 
that;  and  to  what  extent  the  object  in 
view  has  been  attained.  The  advantages 
which  might  have  been  derived  from  a 
modified  continuation  of  the  Act,  at  the 
present  moment,  will  then  be  too  obvious 
to  need  explanation. 

In  the  American  war,  navy  and  vic- 
tualling bills  were  issued  without  any 
definite  time  for  payment,  and  conse- 
quently were  at  a  great  discount,  12/.  to 
14/.  per  cent.;  at  the  close  of  it  16/.  to 
20/.  per  cent. ;  the  non-interest  bills  fre- 
quently at  20/.  The  public  therefore  paid 
100/.  for  stores  of  the  value  of  from  80/. 
to  86/.  In  1792  the  bills  issued  for  these 
services  were  at  par,  but  got  to  a  discount 
as  high  as  9/.  and  10/.  per  cent,  so  early 
as  the  end  of  1793 ;  and  in  January  17Q4> 
toll/. 

To  avoid  so  serious  a  loss  to  the  pubhc, 
an  act  was  passed  in  April  in  that^'year,to 
provide  that  bills  of  this  description  should 
be  paid  with  interest  peremptorily  at  the 
end  of  15  months :  this  produced  the  de- 
sired effect  for  a  time,  as  the  discount  fell 
to  1 1  in  May,  and  fluctuated  through  the 
whole  of  1795  to  the  middle  of  1796  from 
1|>  to  if ;  but  rose  again  in  August  and 
September,  1796, to  14/.  and  15/.  percent; 
notwithstanding  the  certain  payment  at 
the  end  of  a  year  and  a  quarter. 

Mr.  Pitt  therefore  in  this  instanee,  as  in 
every  other  in  his  life,  determined  to  meet 
the  difficulty,  however  great  it  might  be, 
rather  than  the  public  should  sustain  so 
severe  a  loss;  bills  were  therefore  funded 
to  the  amount  of  1 1,595,000/.,  and  an  Act 
was  passed  on  the  3 1st  December,  (parlia- 
ment sitting  on  till  after  Christmas  for  the 
purpose)  to  provide  that  all  navy  and  vic- 
tualling bills  should  be  issued  payable  in 
ninety  days ;  from  which  time  stores  and 
provisions  have  been  bought,  and  trans- 
poru  have  been  hired  at  ready-monlsy 
prices. 

The  3  per  cents,  which  were  nearly  at 
par  in  the  beginning  of  1792,  fell  to  76 
before  the  end  of  December  in  that  year ; 
they  were  howerer  no  iower  than  70/,  at 
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the  openiii|(  at  1796«  bat  ia  January  1797 
tbey  bad  fallen  to  6^/.  and  at  the  end  of 
May  they  were  as  low  at  47  }/.,  7/.  or  8/. 
lower  than  at  any  time  in  the  American 
war ;  at  which  price  they  were  in  Febrn- 
ary  1798 ;  notwithstanding  the  operation 
of  the  sinking  fund  established  in  1786, 
improved  by  tba^  of  1792«  which  last  con- 
verted every  sum  borrowed  into  an 
annuity  for  a  term  of  years,  longer  or 
shorter  according  to  circumstances. 

It  was  under  this  most  discouraging 
state  of  public  credit^  that  the  determina* 
lion  was  taken  in  the- summer  of  1797  to 
raise  a  considerable  sum  within  the  year. 
The  measure  was  untried  to  any  extent^ 
whatever  tde  urgencies  of  the  country  had 
been.  It  is  not  surprising  therefore  that  a 
variety  of  difficulties  should  present  them« 
•elves,  in  whatever  shape  it  was  proposed 
to  efiect  it. 

After  much  consideration  it  was  thought 
the  most  tangible  one  would  be  a  charge 
upon  every  one  in  proportion  to  the  pay- 
ments on  assessed  taxes  ;*  as  the  amount 
of  these  could  be  ascertained^  an  Act  was 
therefore  passed  in  January  1798^  for  a 
charge  equal  to  five  times  the  amount  of 
those  taxes,  with  various  modifications; 
and  With  abatements  from  all  income 
under  UOOl.  a  year. 

This  experiment  did  not  succeed;  the 
charge  was  found  to  bear  most  unequally ; 
many  of  those  who  were  best  able  to  pay, 
and  who  were  the  fittest  objecu  of  taxa- 
tion, escaping  almost  entirely,  and  others 
contributing  in  infinitely  smaller  propor- 
tions than  they  ought  to  have  done.  This 
accounts  for  the  sum  raised  being  very 
little  more  than  3,600,000/.  which  was 
brought  up  however  to  6,000,000/L  by 
voluntary  contributions  from  all  descrip- 

*  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
mentioned  an  instance  in  the  1st  of  queen 
Anne;  there  are,  I  think,  one  or  two 
others  about  that  time,  producing  sums  to 
DO  great  amount.  In' the  34th  JGdw.  1st, 
there  is  an  entry  in  the  rolls  of  parlia- 
ment, prescribing  the  mode'of  levying  the 
tax  of  l«90tb  generally,  and  WJOih  on 
tenants  in  demesne  by  assessors,  lexers, 
smd  sttb-taxers  upon  oath.*  And  in  the 
17  lb  Ed w.  2nd,  it  was  provided  that  the 
chief  taxers  tliemselves  should  be  taxed 
by  the  lord  treasurer  and  barons  of  the 
I^bequer.f 

*  Rot.  farl.  Vol.  I,  p.  269. 
t  Kot.  Pari.  Vol.  1 4  p.  459. 
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Uons  of  persons  at  home  and  abroad :  bat, 
exertions  such  as  were  then  made  by  in* 
dividoals,  unexampled,  I  believe,  in  the 
history  of  the  world,  could  nol  be  ex* 
pected  to  be  continued ;  nor  would  it  have 
been  just  to  call  for  or  lo  accept  them^ 
draining  the  purses  of  the  loyal  and  liberal 
subjects,  while  others  of  a  difierent  de« 
scription  escaped  altogether. 

To  remedy  these  objections,  an  Aet  waa 
passed  in  January  1799,  for  repealing  the 
one  I  have  been  speaking  of,  and  to  im« 
pose  duties  on  income  in  lieu  thereof,  to 
be  charged  on  the  property  of  persons  in 
Great  Britain,  though  not  residing  ihere^ 
and  on  all  income  of  personal  property  of 
10/.  per  cent,  on  all  above  200/.  a  year, 
and  less  than  that  in  proportion  down  to 
1  •120th  part;  with  further  allowancea 
for  children.* 

Under  this  Act,  which  was  repealed  im 
May  1802,  in  consequence  of  the  peace, 
the  revenue  raised  on  the  average  of  th« 
three  years  they  had  been  in  force,  waa 
5,560.000/.;  the  produce  having  beca 
very  nearly  equal  in  each. 

On  the  renewal  of  the  war,  an  Ad  waa 
passed  in  August  1803,  imposing  a  tax  of 
51,  per  cent,  on  profits  arising  from  pro- 
perty, professions,  trades,  and  offices ;  with 
abatemenu  on  profits  less  than  60/.  with* 
out  any  exception  as  to  the  nature  or  dc« 
scription  of  the  income,  and  from  that  to 
150/.  a  year.f 

In  March  1805,  an  addition  waa  made 
to  the  5/.  per  cent,  of  1803,  of  one-£ourtli 
of  that  sum,  making  the  whole  6|/.^ 

Thus  stood  the  property  tax,  till  the 
administration  was  formed  in  1806,  cona* 
posed  of  the  friends  of  the  gentlemen  op- 
posite to  ipe.  It  was  under  that  adminis- 
tration that  not  only  the  tax  was  increased 
in  amount  to  10/.  per  cent,  but  the  prea* 
sure  on  classes  most  entitled  to  relief  waa 
aggravated;  by  the  act  brought  in  by 
them,  the  allowances  under  the  former 
laws  for  repairs  of  houses,  buildings  om 
farms,  &c.  were  taken    away.|    These 


*  39  Geo.  3,  chap.  49>  amended  by  39 
and  40  Geo.  3,  chap.  19. 

t  43  Geo.  3,  chap.  122,  amended  by 
the  44th  Geo.  3,  cbap.  37«  82  and  83. 

X  By  the  45  Geo.  3,  cb.  15.      ' 

§  Under  the  Act  of  the  46th  of  the 
King,  exemptions  are  restricted  to  per- 
sons whose  aggregate  inoome  does  not  ex* 
ceed  50/.  a  year,  and  no  exemption  ia 
allowed  in  respect  of  income  from  lands, 
stock  in  the  fundsj  or  interest  of  money 
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were  the  measures  proposed  by  successife 
administrations,  and  adopted  by  parlia- 
ncnt,  for  raising  large  sums  within  the 
year. 

I  come^  DOW  io  the  clear  and  decided 
advantages  that  have  been  derived  from 
that  system,  which  1  will  explain  as  briefly 
nk  I  can>  supported  by  such  proof  as  can 
leave  no  doubt  on  that  part  of  the  subject. 
It  has  been  stated  that  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1796,  the  discount  on  navy  bills  was 
as  high  as  15/,  per  cent,  (although  the 
payments  were  absolutely  certain  at  the 
expiration  of  15  months,  with  interest),  lo 
which  it  had  risen  from  S|,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  thai  year ;  it  was  therefore^quile 
evident  that  if  means  had  not  been  taken 
for  the  cure  of  that  evil,  and-  for  the"  pre- 
vention of  it  in  future,  the  discount  would 
have  been'  still  higher;  I  will  however 
suppose  it  only  at  that  m^te:  the  sums 
paid  for  services  for  which  bills  had  al- 
ways been  issued  by  the  naval  and  ord- 
nance departments,  amount  from  January 
1797,  to  the  qlose  of  the  last  year,  to 
about  235)000,000/.,  the  loss  on  which  by 
discount  at  15/.  per  cent,  would  have  been 
37,50O,O00f  to  which  amount,  at  the  least, 
there  has  been  a  saving  to  the  public  by 
paying  tor  stores  and  transports  in  ready 
money,  or  in  90  days  bills,  which  are 
considered  as  the  same. 
•  I  assume  in  the  first  place,  that  no  loan 
from  1798  inclusive^  would  have  been 
made  on  terms  so  advantageous  to  govern- 
ment, as  taking  the  3/.  per  cents,  at  50 : 
the  ground  for  which  appears  to  me  to  be 
quite  indisputable;    having  shewn    that 


"-•w" 


lent.  The  exemptions  therefore,  nar- 
rowed as  they  were,  were  confined  to  the 
{)rofits  arising  from  the  occupation  of 
and,  from  trades  or  professions,  wages, 
salaries,  or  other  profits  derived  from  per- 
sonal labour.  Income  from  every  other 
Source,  however  small,  was  subjected  to 
10/.  per  cent,  es^cept  annuities  for  life  of 
small  amount,  if  arising  from  profits  be- 
longing to  other  persons  under  wills  or 
deeds.  Whereas,  under  tho  former  Acts, 
persons  whose  aggregate  incomes  were 
under  60/.  a  year,  were  entirely  exempted 
from  any  charge  from  whatever  source 
they  might  arise ;  and  Incomes  of  00/., 
and  under  \SOL  were  entitled  to  abate- 
ments, without  distinction  as  to  the  source 
of  their  income.  Under  the  Acts  of  the 
48  and  50  Geo.  S#  the  powers  and  autho- 
rities of  tho  surveyors  and  inspectors  were 
somewhat 


the  S/.  per  cents..  When  the  first  Act  passed 
in  January  in  that  year,  had  fallen  to  47 {, 
with  the  support  of  the  sinking  funds  of 
I786_and  1792.  It  is  impossible  to  doubt, 
but  that  under  the  immense  accumulatiosi 
of  debt  subsequently  incurred,  the  capital 
of  which  increase  exceeds  600,000|000l., 
the  funds  would  have  been  much,  very 
much  lower,  if  we  had  relied  on  the  old 
system  of  borrowing  the*  whole  sums 
wanted ;  especially  u  we  take  into  oar 
consideration,  that  when  the  $L  per  cents, 
were  at  that  low  price,  the  unredeemed 
debt  of  Great  Britain  was  364|000,000l. 
and  thai  it  has  been  progressively  accu- 
mulating to  this  time  to  649,000,000/L  I 
will  suppose,  however,  that  the  sum  above 
mentioned  had  been  funded  so  advantage^ 
ously,  as  the  3/.  per  cents,  at  50/. ;  a  most 
sanguine  and  extravagant  expectation ;  m 
capital  would  have  been  created  in  that 
fund  of  296,000^000/. ;  bat  as  a  part  of  the 
loans  hav6  been  made  in  stocks  at  a  higher 
interest,  I  will  suppose  the  capital  created 
would  have  been  260,000,000/. 

The  national  debt  would  have  then 
been  increased  to  that  extent;  and  the 
interest  and  sinking  fund  required  would 
have  been  10,400,(KX)/.  computing  the  in* 
terest  on  that  capital  at  3/.  per  cent., 
whereas  a  part  would  have  been  at  4/.  It 
is  evident,  therefore*  that  the  public  would 
have  been  relieved  from  taxes  to  that  im- 
mense extent  in  perpetuity,  by  the  tem- 
porary payments  of  5/.,  0^l»,  and  10/.  per 
cent. 

This,  however,  is  not  all;,  nothing  can 
be  more  certain  than  the  point  already 
urged,  that  the  expectation  of  the  3/.  per 
cents,  being  as  high  as  50/«  during  the  war, 
or  in  the  short  interval  of  peace,*  could 
not  have  been  realized ;  1  have  a  right, 
therefore,  to  assume  the  benefit  to  the 
public  of  the  diflference  in  funding  from 
1797,  between  the  3/«  per  cents,  at  50/.  and 

*  This  is  sUted  on  the  experience  of  the 
American  peace:  after  the  preliminary 
articles  were  signed,  the  3/«  per  cents,  were 
68,  and  in  September  1783,  when  the  de- 
finitive treaty  was  concluded,  they  felt  te 
64|,  and  in  October  1784,  they  were  so 
low  as  5^ ;  in  the  spring  of  1785  (twe 
years  after  the  peace)  they  were  at  5$, 
owing,  as  in  the  present  insunce,  to  the 
necessity  of  providing  for  the  heavy  ex- 
penses df  the  war;  but  from  the  operation 
of  the  efiectual  measures  at  that  time  taken^ 
they  rose  to  70/,  before  the  close  of  that 
year. 
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at  <K>L*  which  is  about  the  average  price* 
at  which  the  loaot  have  been  made.  Now 
the  turns  raised  by  loans,  from  1797  to 
the  present  time,  amount  to  597,094,000/. 
^  and  nave  created  a  capital  of  d04»,457 ,00Q/. 
taking  the  long  annaities  at  10  years; 
which  capital  woold  have  been  60,445,700/. 
nori^,  if  the  money  had  been  tx>rrowed 
wilh  the  S/.  per  centi.  at  50/. 

To  the  extent  of  the  difference  between 
that  and  the  capital  actaally  created,  the 
national  debt  is  less  than  it  would  have 
been,  if  large  sums  had  not  been  raised 
within  the  year ;  and  taxes  most  have  been 
found  to  pay  the  interest  and  to  provide  a 
sinking  fund  for  that  capital,  which  would 
have  been  so  increased.  The  following 
statement  wilM  hope,  shew  these  adran- 
tages  in  an  intelligible  manner: 

Capital    that    would    have 

been  created   bv  funding 

thef   148,000,000/.  raised 

within  the  year,  the  price 

of  the  3/.  per  cents,  at  50L ; 

the  other  stocks  in  propor- 
tion  .V. <£t260,000,000 

Capital  on  the  amount  of 

loans  since  1707,  if  made 

at    50/.    instead    of   60/., 

would  have  been,   taken 

low, 40,000,000 


Saving  of  capital jf  500,000,000 

Interest  on  that  at  3L  per  cent,  and  1/. 
per  cent,  for  the  sinking  fund,  would  have 
been  12,000,000/. 

The  certainty  of  this  cannot  be  qoea- 
tioned,  without  the  accaracy  of  my  pre- 
mises being  denied ;  about  which  1  feel 
most  perfectly  confident.  Here  then  the 
public  have  the  immense  benefit  of 
a  diminution  of  the  national  debt  of 
500^000,000/.,  at  the  least,  and  a  saving 
of  perpetual  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
12,000,'000/.  annually.  On  speaking  of 
these  advantages  we  should  not  lose  sight 
of  the  saving  on  the  expenditure  of  the 

*  The  precise  average  is  60|. 

-f  This  is  exclusive  of  the  other  sums 
raised  within  the  year  by  war  taxes ;  the 
whole  together  amount  to  212,640,000/. 
from  the  commencement  of  the  last  war 
only. 

X  The  capital  isTcduced  to  this  sum, 
on  a  supposition  that  a  part  would  have 
been  funded  at  a  higher  rate  of  interest 
than  31.  per  cent. 
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different  departments  paid  by  bills,  taken 
low,  as  I  have  already  observed,  at 
37,000,000/. 

With  respect  to  the  advantages  derived 
by  classes  and  individuals  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  arising  from  the  system  adopted 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  I  will  begin  with  the  stock* 
holders ;  and,  for  illustration,  will  suppose 
a  roan  to  be  in  possession  of  10,000/.  stock 
in  the  3/.  per  cents.. 

That  stock  at  65L  is  worth £.6,500 

At  50/.*  would  be  worth 5,000 


Gain  by  the  holder,  in  stock  ••..•• 

Supposing  him  to  have  paid  10/. 

per  cent.'  on  his  dividend  of 

300/.  a  year  for  16  years,  he 

would  have  paid ..•••••••.•• 


1,500 


48a 


Gain 1,020 


But  in  truth  he  has  paid  tOl.  per  cent, 
only  nine  years  of  the  period,  during  the 
other  seven  years  he  has  paid  5/.  and 
6L  S9. ;  he  has  therefore  gained  more  than 
the  sum  above  mentioned  on  what  hit 
capital  would  have  been  by  paying  \0L 
per  cent,  on  his  income. 

The  landed  gehtlemen  have  profited 
also  to  a  rery  considerable  extent.  It  is 
an  established  fact,  tncontrovertibly  proved 
before  the  com  committee,  that  the  rent  of 
land  is  doubled  within  the  last  20  years, 
during  18  of  which  this  system  prevailed  ; 
now  I  wonid  ask  any  gentleman  who  hears 
me,  whether  he  conceives  it  would  have 
been  possible  for  improvements  to  have 
been  carried  on,  so  as  fo  have  enabled 
such  rents  to  have  been  paid,  if  the  interest 
of  money  in  the  funds  bad  been  6/.  per 
cent.  We  know  in  the  American  war 
how  much  improvements  were  at  a  stand ; 
how  depreciated  the  value  of  land  was, 
and  how  extremely  difficult  it  was  to  raise 
money  on  the  most  unexceptionable  secu« 
rities.  There  were  instances  of  land  sold 
in  many  counties  (I  believe  in  Middlesex) 
at  22  and  23  years  purchase,  the  common 
rate  of  average  being  now,  I  think,  from 
28  to  30 ;  in  some  parts  of  the  country 
more :  and  the  difficulty  of  borrowing  was 
so  great,  that  it  became  extremely  com- 
mon to  give  large  premiums  (evading  the 
law  against  usury)  to  obtain  sums  on 
mortgage  on  fee«simple  and  un*encom- 

■■■I      ■■  ■■^      ■    ■  ^nm    ■  ■  f ■     I  1  ■     ^      i».     ■ 

*  I  think  I  have  established,  from  ex* 
perieoce,  that  they  could  not  have  risen 
on  the  commencement  of  the  peace  above 
the  depressed  war  price. 
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)>ered  estatesi.  I  recoU«?ct  an  instance  of 
1,000/.  having  been  offered,  on  the  part  of 
ft  nobleman,  to  obtain  a  loan  of  1  OfiOOL 
on  a  security  about  which  there  was  no 

doubt* 

The  manufacturers  have  certainly  been 
abridged  in  their  incomes,  but  they  have 
'  profited  by  the  interest  of  money  being 
kept  at  a  rate  which  has  enabled  them  to 
add  to  their  capital  when  they  found  oc- 
casion for  doing  so.  either  by  selling  stock 
or  obtaining  loans.  The  pecuniary  assist- 
ance too  given  by  Great  Britain  to  other 
powers.  .  opened  great  and  important 
markets'  to  them  which  had  been  shut. 
and  would  probably  have  remained  so  for 
a  loos  time,  if  not  permanently.  And 
last  of  all.  though  by  no  means  the  least, 
they  are  secured  by  the  peace,  in  the  free 
transit  of  their  goods,  and  receiving  remit- 
tances throughout  this  quarter  of  the  world. 


eluding  those  to  be  provided  for  winding 
up  the  expenses  of  the  war.  and  making 
provision  for  the  interest  of  the  unfunded 
debt,  by  more  than  50^000/.  or  500,000/. 
it  matters  not  murh  which  ;  and  yet  with 
that  imptession  on  his  mind  I  believe  he 
has  joined  his  friends. in  pressing  for  the 
entire  and  sudden  abandonment  of  a  tax 
producing  nearly  14>,000,000i!i  without  a 
thought  having  been  bestowed  on.  the 
practicability  of  its  being  so  modified  as 
to  bear  infinitely  less  hard  on  some  classes, 
and  to  exempt  a  great  number  of  persona 
altogether;  or  the  possibility  of  finding 
productive  taxes,  in  lieu  of  it.  to  a  great 
amount ;  and  most  especially  whether 
such  taxes  (if  found)  might  not  be  more 
oppressive  than  the  one  so  strongly  ob- 
jected to.   ; 

The  statement  of  the  surplus  revenue 
by  my  right  hon.  friend,  the  Chancellor 


of  which  an  expectation  could  not  have     of  the  Exchequer,  certainly  differs  from, 


been  entertained,  if  the  contest  had  not 
been  brought  to  a  successful  termination, 
by  the  means  to  which  we  have  been 
alluding. 

If  I  were  to  advert  to  other  general  and 
infinitely  great  advantages  secured  to  this 
country  and  to  Europe  by  that  fortunate 
termination.  I  should  occupy  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  time  of  the  committee  as 
would  be  inexcusable. 

There  remain  then  the  cases  of  persons 
with  moderate  or  small  incomes,  small 
traders,  and  professional  men.  farmers,  and 
certain  allowances  to  land-owners,  for 
which  I  should  have  very  anxiously  wished 
provision  to  be  made.  I  am  aware  these 
would  have  been  difficulties  to  encounter 
in  regulating  the  detail;  but  I  am  per<^ 
auadM  these  might  have  been  surmounted ; 
and  that  the  descriptions  of  persons  to 
whom  I  have  alluded  might  nave  been 
ciTectually  relieved* 

If  I  am  told  that,  admitting  all  my  ob- 


servations to  be  strictly  correct,  we  have  '  can  be  relieved  only  at  the  expense  of 


had  the  benefits  of  this  tax  that  was  im- 
posed only  for  the  war ;  the  war  is  over, 
and  it  ought  consequently  to  drop ;  I  shall 
advert  to  my  former  observation,  that  that 
consideration  should  depend  upon  the  de- 
gree of  exigency  the  country  may  be  in 
on  the  first  return  of  peace  ;  and  I  have  a 
clear  conviction  that  we  are  now  in  a 
much  greater  one  than  we  were  in  on  the 
termination  of  the  contest  with  America, 
France.  Spain,  and  Holland* 

It  has  been  stated  by  a  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman opposite,  that  our  surplus  revenue 
does  not  exceed  the  charges  upon  it|  in* 


the  one  last  mentioned ;  but  as  my  right 
hon.  friend,  in  his  statement  of  6.400,000/. 
included  nothing  for  winding  up  the  ex« 
pense  of  the  war.  or  for  the  interest  of 
Exchequer- bills,  the  difference  between 
the  two.  on  examinaUon.  will  not  be  quite 
so  great  as  would  appear  at  the  first 
glance. 

Viewing  the  subject  in  this  light,  and 
convinced  of  the  difiiculties  with  which 
my  right  hon.  friend  will  have  to  contend^ 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  my 
deep  and  sincere  regret,  that  he  has  not 
been  allowed  to  make  an  attempt  so  to 
modify  the  tax  as  to  relieve  the  descrip- 
tion off  persons  to  whom  I  hav^  alluded^ 
and  to  leave  it  on  those  who  could  best 
bear  it ;  the  latter  unfortunately  will  be 
relieved  by  its  being  suffered  to  expire,  in 
an  infinitely^  grea^r  proportion  than  they 
can  possibly  be  reached  by  any  other 
mode  of  taxation  that  can  be  resorted  to  ; 
and  as  the  money  must  be  raised,  they 


persons  less  opulent,  and  in  inferior  situa- 
tions in  life. 

My  right  hon.  firiend  having  been  de- 
prived of  the  best  resource  we  had,  he  is 
well  entitled  to  all  the  assistance  that  can 
be  given  him;  I  heartily  wish  mine  could 
be  useful,  but  I  fear  be  cannot  receive 
effectual  aid  from  any  quarter,  respecting 
the  imposition,  of  new  taxes  sufficiently 
productive  ;  in  his  endeavour  however  to 
do  so,  I  hope  he  will  at  leut  meet  with  no 
resistance. 

Under  the  various  pressures  there  have 
been  upon  the  country,  I  have  never  heard 
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of  any  other  suggestion  for  raising  a  large 
•am  within  the  year,  except  a  tax  on 
capital;  which  i  allude  to,  merely  to 
shew  the  absolute  impracticability  of  it, 
notwithstanding  the*  countenance  h  re- 
cei?ed  from  the  publication  of  a  very 
learned  and  most  respectable  prelate  ten 
or  twelve  years  ago.  . 
^  It  must  be  evident,  on  a  very  little  con- 
aideration,  that  no  means  could  be  in* 
▼ented  for  ascertaining  the  value  of  pro* 
perty  real  or  personal  in  an  immense 
▼arioty  of  cases ;  and  if  this,  difficulty 
could  be  disposed  of,  it  would  be  found 
that  the  parties  in  many  instances,  on 
whom  the  charge  would  be  made,  wouM 
be  within  no  possibility  of  raising  the 
money  doe.  i 

The  infinite  variety  and  complicated 
modifications  and  limitations  which  the 
law  of  the  country  has  admitted  into  wills 
and  settlements,  I  beUeve  frequently  per* 
plex  professional  men  to  decide  whether  a 
party  has  an  estate  for  life,  or  an  estate 
tail,  or  a  fee,  or  any  estate.  In  many 
cases  the  heir  could  not  raise  the  money ; 
and  the  remainder- man  in  none,  as  he 
could  not  mortgage,  having  no  title ;  and 
h  is  quite  evident  that  the  interests  of  all 
these  persons  should  be  put  together  to 
make  the  present  value  of  the  land  to  be 
taxed.  In  personal  property  the  same 
difficulties  must  be  encountered  as  in  the 
case  of  land ;  as  instances  are  perpetually 
occurring,  who  is  entitled  to  such  per* 
tonality ;  whether  it  is  well  limited,  whe- 
ther agreeable  to  law,  or  otherwise,  &c. 
&c.  These  various  difficulties  are  so  ap- 
parent, that  I  should  not  be  justified  in 
taking  up  more  of  the  time  of  the  com- 
mittee in  alluding  to  them. 

Under  the  strong  impression  on  my 
mind,  satisfied  to  conviction  on  very  long 
experience  and  deep  reflection,  that  the 
ingenuity  of  man  cannot  devise  so  wise 
and  provident  a  mode  *of  raising  the 
money  immediately  wanted  as  by  the 
property  tax  amemled  and  modified,  I 
must  lament  the  state  in  which  my  riffht 
honourable  friend  will  be  left  by  its  bemg 
dropped. 

Mr.  C  6r0i/  jon.  observed,  that  the 
termination  of  the  war  found  the  country 
in  a  much  better  state  than  it  would  have 
found  it,  if  jthe  measures  which  had  been 
proposed  by  a  former  administration  had 
been  aeceded  to.  If  those  measures  had 
been  adopted,  the  war  taxes,  and  even  a 
part  of  the  property  tax,  would  have  been 
morti^agedy  and  it  woold  have  been  ne- 
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cessary  to  have"^ raised  a  larger  sum  in 
permanent  taxes  than  was  that  nigbt  pro- 
posed. As  to  the  property  tax  which 
had  expired,  it  was  hardly  necessary  to 
make  any  remarks  upon  it;  but  as  the 
gentlemen  opposite  seemed  '  afraid  of  this 
gunpowder  Percy,  though  he  be  dead,' 
he  should  ^observe,  that  the  tax  had  no| 
been  more  inquisitorial  than  other  taxes. 
Neither  did  he  see  how  it  could,  with  any 
delicacy,  he  called  unconstitutional.  The 
authority  of  Mr.  Pitt  might  not  be  great 
among  the  gentlemen  on  the  othei;  side 
of  the  House  ;  but  they  would  acknow* 
ledge,  that  if  Mr.  Fox  bad  thought  it  un- 
constitutional, no  necessity  would  have  in- 
duced hihi  to  have  adopted  and  extended 
it.  The  mode  of  arguing  against  the 
Resolutions  seemed  very  extraordinary. 
Without  entering  into  the  general  merits 
of  the  propositions  of  his  right  bon.  friend, 
it  had  been  .objected  that  his  manner  of 
proceeding  was  unparliamentary,  because 
he  had  proposed  the  ways  and  means  be- 
fore the  supplies.  Now,  it  had  been  justly 
observed,  that  the  supplies  had  been  al- 
ready voted.  It  had  also  been  objected 
that  the  amount  of  the  reduction  to  be 
eB^ected  in  the  navy,  army,  &c.  had  not 
been  stated.  Now,  at  this  time,  it  was  im- 
possible for  any  man  to  state  what  the 
reduction  of  the  army  or  navy  expense 
would  be;  because,  though  the  present 
had  been  spoken  of  as  a  year  of  pesice,  it 
was  a  year  of  war  expenditure.  The  right 
bon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney)  t^aA  de^^ 
nied  credit  to  the  sutement  of  his  right 
bon.  friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, as  to  the  probable  amount  of  the 
peace  expenditure.  Now  he  would  leave 
it  to  the  committee  to  decide  on  whom 
they  would  rely.  Another  supposition  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  the  object 
of  ministers  was  a  further  adjournment, 
n'as  so  far  from  all  probability,  that  it  had 
been  received  by  the  House  with  a  sort 
of  d\imb  utonisbment,  equal  to  that  of 
my  uncle  Toby,  when  he  learnt  there 
were  seven  sacraments.  He  said,  he  hsd 
heard  no  valid  reason  for  objecting  to  the 
Resolutions. 

Mr.  Fremtmik  said,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  on  the  flpor  (Mr.  Rose)  had 
told  them  that  the  country  would  be 
more  distressed  from  the  taxes  which 
were  to  be  imposed,  than  from  the  pro- 
perty tax  which  had  been  abandoned. 
This  was,  indeed,  a  cheering  prospect  ac 
the  termination  of  a  war,  that  the  (axes 
were  to  be  more  burthensome  than  they 
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had  been  during  the  war !  The  peace  etta- 
blishrnent  was  to  be  nineteen  and  a  half 
millions,  which,  with  the  interest  of  the 
debt  was  54  millions.  It  would  be  well 
to  compare  this  expense  with  the  ezpen* 
diture  in  1786,  three  years  after  the  ter- 
mination  of  the  .American  war.  The  in* 
terest  of  the  debt,  and  the  whole  peace  esta- 
blishment, together  was  but  li,500,000/. 
while  the  expenditure  at  present  would 
be  nearer  60  than  50  millionSj  ai  the 
unfunded  debt,  and  the  loans  to  be 
raised,  were  not  included  in  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer's  calculations. 
It  had  been  said,  that  the  amount  of  the 
peace  expenditure  could  not  at  present 
be  calculated,  as  we  were  now  on  a 
war  establishment.  Why,  he  would  as|c, 
were  we  still  on  a  war  establishment?  We 
had*  been  at  peace  for  nine  months,  and 
had  a  right  to  expect  a  reduction  in  our 
expenditure,  proportioned  to  the  change 
in  our  situation.  By  the  treaty  of  Chan* 
mont  we  were  told  that  we  were  to  keep 
up  our  war  establishment  until  the  Con- 
gress at  Vienna  should  have  eettled  the 
affairs  of  £urope|  and  we  were  in  conse- 
quence, though  in  perfect  peace  with 
Europe,  keeping  up  an  army  larger  than 
that  of  Marlborough  ahd  all  bis  allies; 
or  than  that  which  the  country  maintained 
in  the  arduous  war  with  America.  He 
should  therefore  object  to  the  Resolutions 
as  loading  the  people  at  the  end  of  the 
war  with  taxes,  of  which  they  knew  no^ 
the  application.  It  was  true,  that  some 
supplies  had  been  voted,  but  not  the  whole ; 
they  had  only  been  Yoted  on  account,  and 
the  House  would  be  called  on  to  vote 
more.  To  adopt  the  Resolutions,  ignorant 
as  they  were  of  the  grounds  on  which 
they  had  been  called  for,  would  be  to 
abandon  the  people  instead  of  protecting 
them.  The  people  had  borne  the  bur- 
thens of  the  war  with  unexampled  pa- 
tience and  good  humour,  and  they  bad 
bestowed  no  boon  on  them  but  eleven 
millions  of  permanent  taxes,  though  it 
was  true  another  boon  had  been  held  out 
to  the  people,  namely,  to  fix  at  a  perma- 
nently high  price  the  staple  article  of 
their  subsistenc'^.  As  no  measures  of 
economy  had  been  taken,  as  the  militia 
was  not  yet  disembodied,  and  as  the  mi- 
nisters had  come  to  parliament  with  a 
proposition  for  laying  out  800«000/.  of  the 
public  money  to  erect  a  new  post-office, 
and  had,  on  all  occasions,  shown  them- 
•elTes  lavish  and  inconsiderate,  he  should 
oppose  the  Resolutions  in  every  stage* 


Mr.  Hmkiutm  thought  the  hon*  gentle- 
man who  had  preceded  him  had  beesa 
rather  waro^  when  he  had  stated  it  to 
have  been  the  intention  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  starve  the  people.  Wheo 
the  question  of  the  com  lawa  came  to  be 
discussed  they  would  have  an  opportunity 
of  hearing  that  hon.  gentleman's  argo* 
ments,  and  of  jndgidg  whether  he  could 
make  it  appear  that  a  high  price  of  cona 
would  be  the  efiect  of  the  proposed  noi^ 
sure.  The  manner  in  which  the  r«M>ki* 
tions  had  been  that  night  opposed,  was 
very  extraordinary  in  a  matter  ff  financo. 
The  Resolutions  had  been  objected  to^  not 
oa  account  of  any  want  of  merit  in  them  ; 
but,  because  the  manner  of  proceeding  of 
his  right  hon.  friend  was  un  parliamentary • 
It  baa  been  sufficiently  explained  that 
the  ways  and  means  had  not  been  called 
for  before  the  supplies  bad  been  voted; 
and  as  to  the  objection,  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  was  laying  the  foundm* 
tion  of  a  system  by  which  be  would  bo 
enabled  to  supply  the  exigencies  of  the 
state  without  coming  to  parliament,  he 
had  fairly  stated  that  he  should  be  happy 
as  soon  as  was  possible  to  lay  before  tkie 
House  the  particulars  of  the  peace  esta* 
blishment,  and  he  had  candidly  invited 
the  gentlemen  on  the  pther  sicfe  of  the 
House  tp  examine  whether  there  was  m 
redundancy  in  any  part  of  it.  But  to  call 
on  him  at  present  to  lay  before  the  House 
all  the  particulars,  was  requiring  an  im* 
possibility.  Another  estimate,  still  mora 
extraordinary,  had  been  called  for  by  an 
hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Baring),  who  bad 
wished  to  know  what  the  probable  dimi« 
nution  in  the  revenue  would  be,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  peace.  For  his  part,  he  (Mr* 
H.)  did  not  thmk  that  any  diminution  wu 
to  be  expected.  Nine  millions  of  taxes 
had  been  that  night  remitted,  which  would 
be  thrown  into  the  usual  channels  of  ex- 
penditure, and  find  its  way  into  the  Tn^* 
sury.  If  the  rent  of  land  was  diminished^ 
as  well  as  the  price  of  labour,  this  circum* 
stance  might  diminish  the  amount  of  the 
revenue,  but  the  stockholders,  whoea  no* 
minal  revenue  remained  the  same,  be* 
coming  more  opulent  by  the  reduction  of 
prices,  would  augment  the  revenue  by 
their  increased  expenditure*  To  call  on 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  atata 
hypothetically  the  diminution  of  the  re- 
venue, was  certainly  a  novel  proceeding. 
As  to  the  diffisrence  between  the  statement 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
the  right  bon.  gentlemao  (Mr.  Tierney)k 
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itwoald  not  be  aowide  when  theatifami^d 
debt  was  taken  into  consideration,  and 
the  deficiency  of  the  rerenae  of  Ireland, 
when  compared  wiih  tbe  charges  upon  it; 
bat  his  right  hon.  friend  had  probably 
other  means  of  meeting  the  additional 
caipense  which  would  now  from  these 
sources,  Tbe  statements  of  liis  right  hon. 
friend  that  it  would  take  four  years  to 
wind  upon  the  war  expenses,  did  not  im- 
ply that  the  navy  and  army  were  to  be 
continued  on  their  present  footing*  It 
was  the  doty,  and  undoubtedly  it  was  the 
intention  of  his  Mijesty's  government  to 
reduce  them  as  soon  as  such  a  step  could 
be  conveniently  taken. 

Mr.  Forbes  made  some  observations  on 
the  present  state  of  communication  by 
letter  with  India,  which  we  understood  him 
to  state  was  very  hncertain  and  expensive, 
by  which  means  the  privates  of  the  Indian 
army  were  often  precluded  from  receiving 
news  from  their  friends. 

Mr.  Bewui  wished  some  answer  to  be 
given  to  the  question  respecting  the  ap- 
pointments of  tbe  governor  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope. 

Mr.  Ihmsonif  said,  on  the  Report,  he 
should  take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon 
the  Resolutions,  on  the  ground  that  they 
granted  money,  but  no  account  had  been 
given  to  what  that  money  was  to  be  ap- 
plied. 

Lord  ilfftbon  repeated  the  question  re- 
specting tbe  salary  of  the  governor  of  the 
Cape. 

Mr.  Fed  said,  the  salary  of  the  civH  go- 
vernor was  12,0001  a  year,  as  far  as  he 
remembered.  The  military  government 
was  an  office  distinct  from  the  civil  govern- 
Bsent,  and  to  the  person  holding  that  office 
the  usual  allowances  were  made. 

Lord  Milton  wished  to  know  whether 
the  same  person  held  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary 4ippotntnients,  and  what  were  the  al- 
lowances to  the  military  governor  } 

Mr.  Feel  said,  the  Cape  revenues  de- 
frayed the  salary  of  the  civil  governor, 
and,  he  believed  the  expense  of  the  Cape 
regiment  The  military  govemor^s  ap- 
pointment was  9  or  1 01  a  day. 

Lord  MUim  obaerved,  it  was  the  same 
whether  the  salary  was  paid. from  the 
Oape  revenue  or  by  this  country,  as  the 
Cape  revenue,  if  not  thus  expended,  would 
be  applicable  to  the  other  expenses  of  tbe 
colony.  Did  the  same  person  enjoy  both 
salaries  ? 

Mr.  Fed  answered  in  the  affirmative. 
1%  wis  not  material»  in  the  way  the  ar- 
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goment  was  framed,  whether  the  salary 
was  paid  out  of  the  Exchequer,  or  from 
the  Cape  revenue. 

Mr.  Baring  repeated  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  introduced  the  subject,'  and 
observed,  that  it  made  no  difference  as  to 
his  argument,  whether  the  enormous  salary 
were  paid  from  tbe  Cape  revenue  or  from 
the  Exchequer.  He  should  say  no  more 
on  the  subject,  as  he  hoped  the  abuse 
would  be  done  away ;  or  if  not,  he  should 
make  a  motion  on  the  subject.  He  wiihed 
to  know  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer,  in  the  first  place,  whether  the 
interest  of  the  debt  to  be  contracted  was 
provided  for  by  the  taxes  voted  that  night? 
and  secondly,  whether  tbe  dividends  pay- 
able on  stock  in  July  would  be  subject  to 
deduction  for  the  property  tax  ? 

The  Chancelicr  if  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
be  considered  the  ways  and  means  which 
he  had  brought  forward  to  be  applicable 
to  the  loan  of  the  year,  unless  other  taxea 
were  provided.  As  to  the  July  dividend, 
it  would  be  subject  to  no  deduction  for 
property  tax.  From  the  dividend  payable 
m  April,  a  half-year's  tax  would  be  de- 
ducted. The  exemption  of  the  July  di- 
vidend had  been  determined  by  refer- 
ence to  the  commencement  of  the  tax, 
when  it  was  found,  that  though  the  tax 
commenced  only  in  April,  a  half-year 
was  deducted  from  the  July  dividend. 
By  a  parity  of  reasoning,  the  next  July 
dividend  would  be  entirely  exempted ;  a 
dividend  being  considered  at  law  an  entire 
thing,  not  divisible. 

Mr.  Tkmg^  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  how  much  of  the  five  millions 
he  calculated  on  to  meet  the  loan,  and  how 
much  of  it  was  for  supplies  to  be  raised 
within  the  year  } 

The  Ckaneellar  of  the  Exe^quer  said,  that 
he  was  not  prepared  to  answer. 

'Mr.  Tknuy  said,  that  was  exactly  what 
he  expected.  It  Was  a  sort  of  hocus  pocus, 
in  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
proposed  a  large  sum,  without  being  able 
to  state  what  it  was  wanted  for.  The  rea- 
son that  he  wished  particularly  to  be  in- 
formed on  this  point  was,  that  whatever 
was  voted  merely  for  the  interest  of  the 
loan  of  the  year,  went  on  one  principle  ; 
whereas  every  thing  that  went  to  raise  the 
supplies  for  tbe  year  within  the  year  went 
on  another.  The  difference  was  between 
a  war  system  of  taxation  and  a  peace 
system.  '  He  never  could  vote  the  ways 
and  means  in  a  lump,  without  being  able 
to  see  clearly  upon  what  principle  of  tax* 
ation  ministers  were  proceeding. 
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Sir  William  Geary  considered  the  pre- 
sent to  be  an  excee()tngly  wrong  scheme. 
No  scheme  be  had  ever  heard  brought 
forward  in  that  House,  appeared  to  him  to 
be  so  fundamentally  wrong.  Never  had 
he  seen  it  proposed  to  impose  a  tax,  even 
to  the  smallest  extent,  without  an  estimate 
of  the  sum  required  being  laid  before  the 
House.  The  sum  which  the  House  were 
now  called  on  to  vote,  was  14  or  15  mil* 
lions ;  because  though  nominally  only 
about  five  millions  were  to  be  provided,  to 
xnakeup  a  supposed  deficiency, arising  from 
the  failure  of  the  property  tax«  yet,  as  the 
other  taxes  proposed  to  be  continued  were 
war  taxes  as  well  as  the  property  tax,  they, 
as  well  as  that  tax,  ought  at  once  to  have 
heen  taken  off  with  the  return  of  peace. 
He  was  prepared,  .therefore,  to  oppose  this 
and  every  other  tay,  imposed  merely  a^  a 
war  tax;  esteeming  it,  as  he  did,  to  be  an 
essential  principle  of  justice  to  the  country, 
that  all  such  taxes  should  end  the  moment 
the  war  ceased.  It  was  on  this  principle 
that  he  had  first  conseiited  to  open  the 
pockets  of  the  country' ;  bat  the  same  ne- 
cessity not  now  existing,  he  did  not  see 
that  the  same  burthen  could  with  ally  con- 
sistency be  continued.  What  was  the 
plan  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  as  de- 
veloped this  night,  but  a  change  of  name 
for  the  property aax  ?— a  continuance  of 
that  which,  by  special  agreement,  ought 
to  have  been  set  at  rest  along  with  the 
other  war  taxes,  at  the  conclusion  of  a 
treaty  of  peace.  He  considered  the  pro- 
position  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
therefore,  as  onconstitutional :  and,  as 
such,  he  could  not  consent  to  vote  the  mo- 
ney of  the  people  without  an  estimate.  A 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Hos- 
kissbn)  talked  as  if  the  Hoose  had  already 
granted  supplies  which  the  proposition  of 
the  present  night  was  intended  to  cover. 
He  (sir  W.  G.)  knew  that  \2  millions  had 
been  borrowed  during  the  present  session; 
but  did  the  right  hon.  gentleman  call  this 
a  supply?  When  he  saw  J9  millions  of 
xnoney  granted  for  four  successive  years,was 
it  Dot  his  duty  to  look  upon  such  a  cir- 
cumstance with  suspicion  ?  Did  ministers 
teally  know  that  in  four  years  we  were  to 
be  again  at  war  ?  He,  for  one,  did  not  sefe 
any  thing  to  involve  us  in  war,  if  there 
was  only  something  like  wisdom  in  our 
government.  Why,  then,  should  we  anti- 
cipate being  at  war  ?  He  could  not  view 
such  a  thing  anticipated,  without  feeline 
i|]U.^picion  arise  in  his  mind ;  neither  coald 
he  consent  to  vote  Hor  15  millionf  91^ 
liually  witbonranestioialp, 
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Mr.  Hualanon  was  not  surprised  that  the 
hon.  batonet  should  say  that  no  estimatea 
of  the  present  grants  had  been  laid  before 
the  House,  the  hon.  baronet  not  having 
been  present  at  the  time  they  were  pre- 
sented. In  point  of ~  fact,  however,  there 
had  been  estimates  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House,  much  more  than  sofiicient  to  war- 
rant the  present  propositions,  which,  he 
contended,  were  neither  unconstitutional 
nor  unparliamentary. 

Mr.  Tiernof  contended,  that  the  Honse 
was  bound  to  see  the  estimates  of  the  sums 
required  of  them,  and  of  the  state  of  the 
country,  before  they  began  to  gtant  either 
supplies,  or  ways  and  means  to  co? er  the 
supplies.  Here  they  were  called  on  to 
provide  not  only  for  one  year,  but  for  four 
years.  The  House  was  called  on  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  make  good  a  sum 
of  a  former  grant,  which  had  been  appro- 
priated by. him  in  a  way  which  was  )iot 
known ;  simply,^  on  this  assurance,  that 
he  would  want  more  money  before  the 
year  was  expired.  He,  however,  felt  it 
his  duty  to  limit  the  grants  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  within  an  intelligible  sum, 
and  this  he  could  not  do  without  seeing 
the  estimates.  He  would  not  consent  to 
vote  the  ways  and  means,  the  hour  of 
peace  being  now  arrived,  till  he  saw  the 
estimates;  till  he  was  enabled  to  judge  of 
the  situation  of  the  country;  and  then,  if 
it  should  appear  that  the  country  was  not 
in  a  situation  of  peace,  let  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  shew  to  the  House  the  war 
estimates, "  Let  the  question  be  postponed 
till  lord  Castlereagh  should  arrive.  He 
was,  according  to  the  statements  of  bis 
colleagues,  to  be  daily  expected.  In  that 
case,  what  inconvenience  could  there  be 
in  thie  delay  ?  How  could  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  ffrant  the  ways  and  means  for  the 
year,  till  they  saw  the  relative  sitnation 
of  this 'country  with  the  rest  of  Europe  ) 
It  was  impossible  that  he,  for  one,  coold 
agree  to  grant  a  vote  of  war  in  time  of 
peace. 

Mr.  PofuoR^  asked,  whether  the  Reso- 
lutions were  not  to  be  printed  ? 

The  Chtmftlhr  qf  iU  Exchequer  con- 
ceived this  to  be  unusual.  He  certainly 
wished  that  membjrs  should  have  sum* 
cient  time  to  consider  them,  but  it  would 
be  very  inconvenient  to  make  any  unne* 
cessary  delay  in  passing  taxes  which  were 
to  replace  those  that  would  expire  on  the 
5th  of  April  next.  He  should,  however^ 
have  no  objection  to  their  being  printed 
aftfr  the  report  WM   receiired,     Tbprf 
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would  be  Ibcn  time  for  tofficient  comi* 
deration. 

Ttte  Reaoldtiont  were  then  agreed  to, 
and  the  Report  ordered  to  be  received 
lo«morrow. 
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TVesdey,  Felfrmry  21. 

Naval  Admin utration.]  The  Earl 
of  Ikumiey  rote,  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
bring  forward  certain  motions,  with  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Na?al  Department; 
but  be  declared  that  he  should  not  do 
justice  to  his  feelings,  if,  before  he  pro- 
<:eeded  to  dencribe  these  motions,  be  did 
not  congratulate  ihe  House  upon  a  recent 
achievement,  which  had  formed  a  signal 
addition  to  our  naval  glory.  This  achieve- 
nlent,  he  observed,  tumished  one,  among 
many  other  proofs,  that  no  doubt  could 
be  entertained  of  the  skill  and  valour  of 
our  naval  ofi&cers  and  seamen,  and  that 
that  skill  and  valour  must  be  triumphant, 
if  adequately  directed,  and  aided  by  those 
entrusted  with  the  chief  command  of  our 
naval  administration.  But  yet,  the  eatra-^ 
ordinary  sensation  occasioned  by  thitf 
achievement,  while  it  served  to  shew  that 
no  Imputation  attached  to  our  naval  otB* 
cers  and  men,  betrayed  that  a  cloud  hong 
over  our  navy,  through  the  misconduct  of 
our  naval  government,  in  the  dissipation 
of  which  the  pnblic  naturally  exulted. 
It  was  certainly  a  fair  subject  of  exolta* 
tiott,  that  notwithstanding  the  proverbial 
miacondttct  of  our  naval  government,  our 
naval  war  had  closed  with  an  act  so  worthy 
of  our  naval  character.  But*  to  illustrate 
the  conduct  of  our  naval  government,  it 
was  to  be  remarked|  that  the  Endymion, 
which  obuined  the  late  victory,  was  the 
only  one  among  thai  class  of  frigates 
which  was  capable  of  carrying  24  ponnd- 
ers,  and  that  at  the  time  he  first  made  a 
motion  upon  this  subject  thai  ship  was  not 
in  commission.  Nay,  it  would  be  found 
upon  inquiry,  that  even  this  ship,  notwith- 
suadiog  its  brilliant  conduct^  was  not 
adequately  supplied  with  men,  and  that 
such  was  the  opinion  of  its  gallant  com- 
mander; yet  the  Endymion  was  much 
better  manned  than  vesaela  of  the  same 
class  had  usoally  been  some  years  ago, 
although,  from  the  manner  in  which  the 
American  vessels  werenotorionriy  aaamied, 
a  different  system  on  oar  pan  was  ob- 
viooslv  necessary.  But  notwithstanding 
the  challenge  tnrowa  ont  by  the  noble 
iord  at  the  bead  of  the  Admiraltyi  ai  the 


commencement  of  the  session,  it  appeared 
that  after  three  years  continuance  of  bos* ' 
tility,  that  noble  lord's  system  was  still 
found  to  be  ioetfective.  The  noble  lord 
had,  in  support  of  his  challenge,  dwelt' 
much  upon  the  captures  made  from  the 
enemy,  and  especially  upon  the  return  of 
prisoners ;  but  was  it  extraordinary  that 
after  three  yean  warfare  such  a  return 
should  have  been  made,  considering  the 
amount  of  our  naval  power,  and  the  eatent 
of  \he  enemy's  commercial  navy  ?  Ho 
reaily  could  not  think  that  such  a  return, 
under  such  circumstances,  could  serve  to 
justify  the  noble  lord's  uiumph.  In  de>^ 
scribing  the  first  motion  which  be  pro* 
posed  to  submit,  the  noble  earl  took^occa- 
sion  to  observe,  that  the  American  veseela 
notoriously  mounted  only  the  number  of 
eons  at  which  they  were  rated,  while  the 
English  vessels  mounted  more,  and  that 
the  former  were  efficiently  manned^ 
while  a  portion  of  the  complement  of  the 
latter  was  made  op  of  boys*  Our  frigatee 
employed  against  America  were,  he  main- 
tained, as  he  had  said  on  a  former  ocea* 
sion,  so  constructed  and  manned,  that 
they  were  not  competent  either  to  fight 
or  run  away.  As  to  the  construction  of 
our  vessels,  he  thought  it  highly  material 
to  consider  the  subject,  whether  the  conn- 
try  was  in  a  state  of  war-or  in  a  state  of 
peace,  because  our  security  moat  so  much 
depend  upon  the  efficiency  of  our  navy. 
The  oonsuttction  of  onr  shipping  bad  ge- 
nerally becooae  a  subject  of  serious  com- 
plaint among  naval  men,  while  thoee  to 
whom  the  complaint  was  prefeived  still 
persisted  in  their  own  system^  either  from 
overweening  conceit,  or  from  ignorance 
of  the  science  of  ship4>uildin^.  As  a 
proof  of  this  pertinacity  and  ignorance,  * 
the  noble  earl  suted  that  an  order  had 
been  bitely  issued  to  build  some  sloops 
after  the  model  of  a  vessel  taken  from  the 
enemy,  and  called  '  La  Bonne  Citoyenne;' 
but  so  clumsily  was  the  order  ezeenled, 
that  none  of  the  sloopa  so  built  were  found 
sea*worthy.  -  To  shew  this  fact,  he  moved 
for  certain  docnmentt,  including  the  re- 
presentations of  the  officere  appointed  to 
command  these  sloops,  which  were  in  no 
respect  competent  m  cope  with  those  of 
the  enemy  against  which  they  were  meant 
to  be  employed.  The  incompetenpy  of 
these  and  of  the  other  vesseb  employed 
against  the  enemy,  involved  a  more  se- 
rious charge  agmost  the  Admiralty,  be- 
cause from  various  circiunstaaces  they 
had  so  mnch  reaion  to  calculate  npon  a 
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war  with  America^  of  tbe  nature  of  wbose 
Bhipping  ihey  could  not  be  igndrant,  and 
of  coqrie  it  was  their  peculiar  dotv  to  avail 
themtelves  of  the  opp<NttaDity  for  ample 
pfeparation. .  Yet,  in  no  point  of  view  were 
they  adequately  prepared^  neither  in  the 
constrnctionj  size,  nor  equipment  of  our 
shipping.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
ofir  Admiralty  was  culpable  in  not  man- 
ning all  our  ships  according  to  the  plan  of 
the  Americans,  but  he  would  maintain  that 
all  the  ships  dispatched  to  the  American 
station,  or  employed  to  cruise  against  the 
Americalis,  onght  to  have  been  so  manned ; 
and  which  the  Admiralty  was  quite  com* 
patent  to  provide.  The  omission  to  do  its 
doty  in  ibis  respect  had  indisputably  led 
to  the  most  unfortunate  results,  among 
which  was  thecajptoreof  the  Macedonian, 
and  the  death  or  iu  gallant  commander, 
who  even  before  he  sailed  from  Ports- 
niouth  notoriously  complained  of  the  in- 
efficiency of  his  crew.  It  was  for  pro- 
fessional lords  to  say  whether  there  was 
any  thing  erroneous  or  exaggerated  in  his 
statement— -whether  onr  ships  employed 
against  the  Americans  were  defective  or 
not.  In  order  farther  to  demonstrate  the 
inefficient  manner  in  which  our  ships  were 
manned,  thot noble,  earl  announced  his  in- 
tention .of  moTing  for  the  minutes,  of  the 
court-martial  upon  captain  Barclay,  from 
wliich  it  would  appear,  that  the  defective 
supply  of  men  was  the  cause  of  that 
officer  s  failure*  The  Admiralty  stood  ako 
charged  with  defective  provision,  for  our 
armaments  upon  the  Lakes;  but  how  did 
the  accused,  repel  thischarse?  Why,  by 
a  .very  notable  expedient*  They  sent  out 
frigates,  to  be  transported .  in  frames  to 
these  Lakes.  In  order  to  display  the  cha<< 
racter  of  thia  expedient,  the  noble  lord 
said  that  he  should  move  for  certain  papers 
with  regard  to  the.  preparation  and  &te 
of  the.Prompteand  Piyche  frigates;  but 
at  to  the  large  ship  built  upon  Lake  Onr* 
terio,  it  would  surprise  the  House  to  learn, 
that  such  was  the  nature  of  the  activity 
that  belonged  to  the  Admiralty,  that  that 
ship  could  not  have  been  fitted  for  action 
if  it  wer^  not  for  the  stores  and  men  fur- 
nished by  the  vessels  which  took  out  a 
portion  of  lord  Wellington's  army.  To 
demonstrate  this  fact  the  noble  earl  de« 
stribcd  the  motion  which  he  meant  to 
submit  with  respect  to  the  naval  arma- 
menu  on  the  American  lakes.  There  was 
another  point  upon  which  'he  thought  it 
necessary  to  have  the  House  fully  in- 
fornttd^  and  that  was  witb  respect  to  the 
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nature  of  the  protection  provided  for  onr 
trade  against  the  cruizers  of  America,  and 
with  that  view  he  should  move  for  a  re- 
turn, of  our  naval  force  opon  the  Cork 
station  at  the  commencement  of  the  Ame* 
rican  war.  He  had  also  a  motion  to  sub- 
mit, in  order  to  itscertain  whether  our 
cruizers  had  in  any  case  been  instructed 
to  avoid  the  ships  of  America.  He  hoped 
the  noble  viscount  would  be.  able  to  shew 
that  the  statement  which  had  gone  abroad 
upon  this  point  was  erroneous,  for  he  be- 
lieved that  this  was  the^  first  time  in  our 
history  since  glory  had  distinguished  our 
nayal  annals,  that  an  English  ship  of  war 
had  been  directed  to  shrink  from  the 
enemy.  Was  it,  he  would  ask,  the  case, 
or  was  it  not,  that  such  orders  had  been 
issued  ?  He  hieariily  wished  that  the  noble 
viscount  should  be  able  to  answer  in  thb 
negative ;  but  he  had  heard  of  a  case  in 
which  a  gallant  commander  was  heard  to 
say,  that  it  was  not  his  fault  that  he  had 
not  encountered  the  enemy.  He  (lord 
Darniey)  however  felt  it  his  duty  to  make 
a  motion,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether 
any  such  orders  had  been  issued,  as  that 
our  cruizers  should  avoid  an  action  with 
the  enemy«  The  noble  lord  concluded 
with  observing,  that  it  did  not  follow  be« 
cause  the  war  was  at  an  end,  that  the 
House  should  not  look  back  or  inquire  into 
any  misconduct-  that  belonged  to  any 
part  of  our  administration  ;  for  such  a  po- 
siijon  would  serve  to  render  parliamentary 
investigation  a  mere  name.  The  repeti« 
tion  of  misconduct  or  negligence  would  be 
best  guarded  against  by  due  exposnre  and 
censure.  If  a  case,  then,  should  be  made 
out.  from,  the  papers  for  which  he  pro- 
posed to  move,  he  trusted  the  House  woold 
feel  the  propriety  of  instituting  an  inqoiry. 
For  himself,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  de- 
claring, that  if  the  war  with  America  had 
been  properly  conducted,  defeat  or  dis« 
grace  woold  have  stained  no  part  of  its 
progre8s»  But  the  inquiry  which  he  had 
tn  view  would  not  be  merely  coofioed  to 
the  American  war.  His  object  was  mnch 
more  compreheneive.  For  he  thought  ii 
highly  material  to  ascertain  the  general 
stale  of  our  navy,  in  order  to  see  how  onr 
naval  administration  had  throoghout  per« 
formed  its  functions,  and  in  what  condi- 
tion that  force  was  left,  upon  which  this 
nation  must  always  chiefly  rely  for  the 
maintenance  of  its  safety  and  glory,  and 
for  the  preset  ration  of  its  doe  importance 
among  the  nations  of-  ttie  world.  Upon 
snch  an  inquiry  he  very  much  feared  thai 
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m  laroe  proportion  of  oor  ntry  would  be 
foond  very  ill  conttitoted,  and  totally  in* 
efficient;  and  that,  especially  of  late  yeers^ 
•omething  radically  wrong  had  prevailed 
in  that  branch  of  our  serTice,  which 
called  loudly  for  revision  and  reform. 

The  following  are  the  Resointioni  moved 
by  his  lordship  :-»l.  A  LiH  of  all  ships  of 
war  under  the  rate  of  line-of-battle  ships 
in  commission  on  the  96th  of  December 
]814t|  specifying  the  namber  of  gnnsi 
weight  of  metal^  and  complement  of  men 
and  boys,  distinguishing  the  latter  in  each 
classi  together  with  a  statement  of  the 
dates  at  which  any  of  such  ships  have 
been  ordered  to  be  built,  and  have  been 
launched  since  June  18, 1812.— 2.  Copies 
of  all  Correspondence  between  the  Admi- 
ralty and  Navy  Boards  on  the  subject  of 
aloops  of  war,  corvettes  or  20*gun  ships, 
built  after  the  model  of  the  Bonne 
Citoyenne,  together  with  a  list  of  those 
▼easels,  their  dimensions  and  tonnage; 
and  also  the  dimensions  and  tonnage  of 
the  Bonne  Citoyenne ;  the  expense  of  their 
first  outfit,  and  the  particulars  and  ex* 
penses  of  all  alterations  that  have  taken 
place  in  those  vessels  to  the  present  Ume. 
r-5*  Copies  of  all  Reports  or  Representa- 
tions made  to  the  Admiralty  or  Navy 
Board  by  officers  commanding  the  said 
vessels.— 4.  Correspondence  between  the 
Admiralty  and  Navy  Board,  on  the  sob* 
ject  of  the  following  sloops  of  war,  baih 
by  contract,  via.  lUen,  Mersey,  Tyne, 
1^,  Tamer,  Menai,  Dee,  Wye,  Foasy, 
and  Conwajr**-^.  Copies  of  Keports  or 
Representations  made  by  officers  com- 
manding those  ships  to  the  Admiralty  or 
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Navy  Boards.— 0.~  Minutes  of  the  Court- 
martial  on  the  captain  and  crew  of  his 
Majesty's  ship  Epervier. — 7,  Minutes  of 
the  Court»martial  on  the  captain  and  crew 
of  his  Majesty^  ship  Avon.— 8.  Copies  of 
all  Reprpeentations  made  by  officers  com* 
manding  ships  of  war,  relative  to  the  in- 
anfficiency  ot  their  respective  crews,  from 
the  commencement  or  the  war  with  the 
United  States  of  America  to  the  present 
time.— 0.  A  Statement  of  the  *  Expense 
incurred,  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  ascer* 
tained,  in  the  original  building  and  equip* 
ping  or  attempting  to  rebuild  and  equip 
the  Prompte  and  Pkiyche  frigates^  and 
Goshawk  and  Colibri  sloops,  together  with 
their  present  situation  and  state,  according 
to  the  latest  accounU  received  at  the  Ad- 
miralty, and  if  sold,  the  amount  of  such 
aale.~-ia  A  Return  of  Stores  furnished 
hy  hb  Majfsty'a  ships  Cenuur,  Ajax, 


Warsptte,  York,  and  Vengeor,  towards  the 
equipment  of  the  fleet  «n  Lake  Ontario, 
during  the  summer  of  181 4.— 11.  Copiea 
or  Extracts  of  Correspondence  with  the 
government  of  Canada,  on  the  aubject  of 
die  naval  armahients  on  the  American 
lakes;  and  an  account  of  measures  taken 
in  consequence  thereof  by  his  Majesty's 
government— 19*  A  Statement  of  the 
arooimt  and  distribution  of  the  naval  foree 
on  the  Cork  station,  under  the  command 
of  admiral  Sawyer,  during  the  months  of 
June,  July,  and  August^  1814. — -IS.  Copiea 
of  Orders  or  Instructions  given  to  British 
officers  commanding  frigates,  to  avoid  iac* 
tion  with  American  frigates. 

Viscount  ilfefvtilfe  thought  It  nnnecenar  j 
to  make  many  observations  upon  what  had 
fallen  from  the  noble  lord,  as,  with  onn 
exception,  he  did  not  mean  to  oppose  the 
motions.  The  noble  lord,  however,  had 
thought  proper  to  make  a  eharffe  againsi 
the  board  of  Admiralty,  to  which  he  feh  ft 
his  doty  to  give  an  answer.  With  retpeoi 
to  the  assertion,  that  our  Ihipt  were  not 
sufficiently  manned,  whilst  those  of  tho 
Americans  were  manned  with  picked  men^ 
whilst  he  admitted  the  latter  part  of  the 
stateiqent  be  muM  wholly  deny  the  former 
allegation.  For  the  Americans  to  man 
their  five  or  six  national  Aipswith  picked 
men  whom  they  could  select  out  of  the 
whole  maritime  population  of  the  United 
States,  waa  dndoubtedly  very  easy  ;  but 
how  was  it  possible  for  our  navy  to  be 
manned  in  tne  same  way^  During  the 
war  we  had  140,000  seamen,  and  it  waa  an 
absurdity  to  suppose  that  they  cooM  be 
picked  men.  It  was  a  Question  that  re* 
quired  no  araument;  the  thing  was  im- 
possible. Tnat  our  vessels  were  suffi* 
oiently  manned,  in  the  opinion  of  conipe* 
tent  judges,  he  bad .  no  hesitation  in  aa- 
sorting;  and  within  the  last  two  years  the 
complement  of  men  on  board  our  firigatea 
(including  the  Endymion)  bad  been  in* 
creased.  As  to  the  assertion  that  our  ships^ 
when  they  met  with  the  Americana,  were 
foond  inferior  in  force,  if  the  noble  lord 
could  point  out  where  these  American 
ships  were  to  be  met  with,  care  might  of 
course  be  taken  to  send  out  a  force  spe- 
cially adapted  for  the  purpose ;  but  when 
it  was  not  known  in  what  quarter  they 
were  to  be  met  with,  and  where,  instesid 
of  the  actions  with  those  ships  having  been 
fought  on  the  coast  of  America,  they  had 
taken  place  any  where  but  on  that  coast, 
with  one  or  two  exceptions,  how  was  it 
possible  to  adopt  ai\y  extraordinary  pre- 
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cantjons  with  the  view  of  meeting  with 
them  ?  He  again  repeated,  that  our  ships, 
in  the  opinion  of  competent  judges,  were 
sufficiently  manned.  As  to  the  statement, 
ihat  ships  were  not  built  in  our  dock-yards 
tipon  a  mpdel  calculated -to  meet  those  of 
the  Americans,  the  fact  was,  that  the 
whole  system  of  our  nayy  had  been  from 
time  to  time  adapted  to  meet  that  acted 
upon  by  our  enemies.  Thus  with  respect 
to  France,  when  at  war  with  that  power, 
the  system  of  ournavy  was  altered  with 
regard  to  frigates,  the  French  sending  to 
sea  no  32-gun  frigates,  that  class  of  our 
ehips  was  no  longer  added  to,  but  frigates 
of  a  hieher  rate^were  built.  It  was,  in 
short,  the  system  regularly  acted  upon  to 
proportion  the  rates  and  size  of  our  ships 
in  such  a  way  that  they  might  be  means 
of  defence  or  annoyance  equal  to  those  of 
other  powers  with  whom  we  might  be  at 
war.  With  respect  to  the  class  of  vessels 
built  on  the  model  of  La  Bonne  Citoyenne, 
to  which  the  noble  lord  had  so  strongly 
objected,  he  bad  only  heard  of  two  of 
those  vessels  being  complained  of.  It 
was  a  fact  well  known,  that  classes  of 
vessels  built  upon  the  same  model  never 
had  been  all  equally  well  constructed. 
This  might  be  owihg  to  a  variety  of  causes, 
but  such  had  invariably  been  the  fact. 
It  was  the  case  with  regard  to  some  74- 
gun  ships  built  a  few  years  ago«  most,  of 
which  had  been  highly  approved  of, 
whilst  of  a  few  of  them  complaints  had 
been  made ;  so  with  regard  to  the  class 
of  vessels  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lord, 
the  greater  part  of  them  were  considered 
very  excellent  vessels,  having  many  de- 
sirable qualities  as  he  happened  to  know 
from  private  communications,  whilst  of 
two  onl  V,  so  far  as  he  recollected,  com* 

elaints  bad  been  made.  Officers  of  course 
aving  the  command  of  vessels  did  not  sit 
down  to  write  a  complimentary  letter  to 
the  Admiralty  upon  the  state  of  their  ships, 
but  departed  satisfied.  If,  however,  they 
had  any  fault  to  find,  they  wrote  a  letter 
of  complaint;  and  the  motion  of  the  noble 
lord,  regarding  this  point,  would  only 
produce  letters  of  complaint  respecting 
two  of  these  vessels,  the  rest  of  them 
being  highly  approved  of.  With  respect 
to  the  class  of  small  vessels,  to  which  the 
noble  lord  had  objected,  one  officer  at 
least  was  of  a  different  opinion  ;  that  offi- 
cer might  not,  perhaps,  know  so  much 
of  the  subject  as  the  noble  lord;  but  sir 
Alexander  Cochrane,  the  officer  to  whom 
he  allttdedj  hud  thought  it  so  essential  to 
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have  an  additional  number  of  gun*brigs, 
which  he  considered  of  the  greatest  ser* 
vice  on  the  coast  of  America,  that  he  had 
sent  home  requesting  ten  or  a  dozen  more 
of  them,  of  as  many  of  them  as  could  be 
spared.     As  to  the  protection  of  convoys, 
there  was  no  officer  who  knew  any  thing 
of  his  profession,  who  was  not  of  opinion 
that  two  small  vessels  of  force  were  better 
than  one  large  one  for  the  protection  of  a 
considerable  convoy ;  and  there  were  re- 
peated instances  of  officers  having  the 
conduct  of  a  convoy  making  application 
for  small  vessels,  as  the  Imt  means  of 
keeping  together  and  protecting  the  con- 
voy.    With  respect  to  a  defective  con« 
siruction  of  our  ships,  unfortunately  he 
must  admit  it ;  but  upon  what  ground  could 
blame  be  attached  regarding  this  point  to 
the  present  board  of  Admiralty  ?    The 
system  of  building  had  gone  on  for  nearly 
a   century,  under  successive  boards    of 
Admiralty  ;    iu  defects  were  pointed  out 
by  the  comi^issioners  of  naval  revision^ 
whose  labours  had  been  of  essential  ser- 
vice to  the  country.     The  evil  was  the 
want  of  a  sufficient  union  of  scientific  know- 
ledge and  practical  experience,    which 
had  been  attained  in  France,  in  Russia, 
and  Denmark.     Here  his  lordship  read  an 
extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Naval  Revision,  and  observed, 
that  the  Reporc  had  been  laid  before  the 
board  of  Admiralty  in  1806,  but  not  acted 
upon  till  1807,  when  it  was  referred  to  a 
committee,  and  under  the  administration 
at  that  board  of  a  noble  friend  of  his,  then 
in  the  House,  it  was  determined  to  carry 
it  into  effect     The  improvements  then 
suggested  were  now  in  progress.    It  was 
therefore  manifestly  unjust  to  blame  the 
present  board  of  Admiralty  for  the  de^ 
fective  construction  of  vessels,  which  they 
were  adopting  every  means  to  remedyi 
With  regard  to  the  charge  of  the  noble 
lord  as  to  the  building  vessels,  and  sending 
them  out  in  frame  to  Canada,  that  mea- 
sure had    been  suggested    by  sir  John 
Warren ;  and  it  was  thought  far  more  ex* 
pedieiu  for  those  vessels  to  be  built  here 
and  sent  out  in  frame  to  Canada,  than 
for  the  artificers  sent  from  here  to  be  em- 
ployed in  building  such  vessels  in  our  co- 
lonies, where  their  time  might  be  occu- 
pied more  usefully  in  other  work.     As  to 
the  vessels  not  having  been  sent  to  their 
destination,  the    noble  lord,    if  be  bad 
looked   at    the   paper  in   his  possession, 
would  have  found  ihat  one  of  them  was 
actually  sent.     The    government    there 
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acted  apoD  their  knowledge  of  the  limited 
means  of  transport,  but  one  of  the  veisels 
certoinly  was  sent.  He  had,  therefore, 
only  to  repeat  what  he  had  before  urged, 
as  to  our  vessels  being  sufficiently  manned 
and  generally  well  adapted  to  the  service; 
and  the  expense  would  be  much  too  great, 
t>f  building  a  numerous  class  of  vessels  to 
compete  with  the  few  that  the  Americans 
possessed.  With  regard  to  the  last  mo* 
tion  of  the  noble  lord,  as  to  instructions 
'aent  out  to  the  officers  of  frigates,  not  to 
aeek  an  encounter  with  American  vessels, 
nominally  so  called,  but  in  reality  of 
much  larger  force,  the  instructions  having 
been  secret  and  confidential,  and  sent  to 
the  commanding  officers  on  stations 
wherever  necessary,  accompanied  by  other 
matters,  he  must  object  to  the  production 
of  such  letters  during  the  continuance  of 
the  war.  After  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  with  America  had  been  received, 
he  should  then  hare  no  objection  to  the 
production  of  the  documents  alluded  to. 
He  was,  however,  folly  prepared  to  justify 
in  this  instance,  as  in  others,  the  conduct 
of  the  board  of  Admiralty.  He  appre- 
hended, that  if  the  captain  of  a  frigate 
tought  an  encoonter  with  a  French  line-of- 
battle  ship,  that  he  would  be  of  course 
brought  to  a  court-martial ;  and  if  the  ho- 
Bourable  feelings  of  our  officers  command- 
ing frigates  of  an  infei*ior  rate,  led  them 
to  encounter  vessels,  nick-nsfmed  frigates, 
but  which  were  in  reality  line-of-batde 
ahips,  was  it  not  incumbent  on  the  board 
Admiralty  to  check  that  ardour,  and  pre- 
▼ent  the  useless  sacrifice  of  lives  ?  He  ob- 
jected to  these  frequent  discussions  of  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  subject,  as  highly  in- 
convenient; he  was  fully  prepared  to 
meet  the  noble  earl  upon  the  general 
question,  involving  the  conduct  of  the 
naval  administration  during  the  war  with 
America ;  but  he  could  not  but  object  to 
the  delay  of  this  discussion,  particularly  as 
the  ffreater  part  of  the  papers  moved  for 
by  the  noble  lord  had  no  reference  to  the 
question. 

The  Earl  of  DanUty  shortly  explained, 
and  observed,  that  the  size  of  the  Ame- 
rican frigates  was  fully  known  to  the  board 
of  Admiralty  three  years  ago ;  and  there- 
fore, the  useless  sacrifice  of  lives  on  board 
the  Macedonian,  the  Guerriere,  and  the 
Java,  might  have  been  prevented. 

The  first  twelve  motions  were  then 
agreed  to,  and  the  thirteenth  lord  Darnley 
Withdrew. 

(VOL.  XXIX.) 


MlLITAKY  ESTABLISRMBNTS  TH  TIME  OP 

PsACB.]  Lord  OrenviUe  rose  and  said  :— • 
In^consequeiif^e  of  the  notice  I  gave,  I  now 
rise  to  move  for  two  papers ;  and  as  I  un« 
d^rstand  no  objection  will  be  made,  and 
hardly  any  objection  could  by  possibility 
be  made  to  them,  a  very  few  words  will 
be  necessary  on  my  part.  The  first  mo- 
tion is  for  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the 
effective  force  now  maintained  by  this 
country  in  the  different  foreign  stations  in 
Europe.  The  second -motion  is  for  a  state- 
ment of  the  staff  establishments  maintained 
by  this  country  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  I  must 
beg  leave  to  remind  the  House,  that  at 
the  very  commencement  of  the  session,  I 
drew  your  lordships  attention  to  a  circum- 
stance which  I  then  stated,  and  which  I 
still  maintain,  to  be  unparalleled  in  the 
annals  of  this,  and  I  believe  I  might  say,  of 
any  other  country,— that  from  the  period 
when  the  allies  at  Paris,  made  a  termina- 
tion of  the  great  and  dreadful  contest  in 
which  we  were  then  engaged,  to  nearly 
twelve  months  after  that  triumph,  this 
country  continued  to  maintain  an  immense 
army  on  the  continent,  and  in  different 
parts  of  the  world.  Your  lordships  were 
informed  last  session,  that  the  expense  of 
a  very  laree  part  of  the  military  force  of 
all  the  nations  of  Europe,  was  to  rest  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, not  only  till  the  object  for  which  we 
were  at  war  was  attained,  or  for  any  short 
period  after,  but  during  the  whole  of  the 
year  in  which  that  engagement  was  made : 
so  that  nearly  up  to  the  time  at  which  I 
am  now  speaking,  we  have  been  subsidiz- 
ing almost  every  power,  military  or  un- 
military,  in  Europe;  and  these  powers 
whom  we  have  been  thus  subsidizing, 
have  meantime  been,  if  not  in  a  state  of 
direct  warfare,  in  a  state  of  hostile. prepa- 
ration and  menace.  This  was  the  unex- 
ampled condition  of  this  country ;  that 
we  were  a  great  nation,  not  subsidizing  its 
allies  for  the  support  of  its  own  interests, 
or  some  one  great  end,  but  subsidizing 
nations  to  support  against  each  other, 
opposite  and  contradictory  objects.  This 
was  the  disgraceful  situation  in  which  the 
country  was  placed  :  but  that  evil  is  now 
closed,  and  the  period  I  hope  has  arrived, 
when  the  last  farthing  of  British  money,  to 
be  employed  in  subsidizing  foreign  troops, 
has  been  expended ;  and  we  have  now  to 
consider,  how  that  which  remains  to  us  can 
be  employed  in  consolidating  our  owa 
(3N) 
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security,  augmenting  our  own  prosperity, 
and  alleviating  the  burthens  of  our  people. 
But,  my  lords,  though  we  have  come  to 
a  close  of  the  account  as  to  the  payment 
of  money,  the  papers   for  which  I  am 
about  to  move  will  prove,  that  we  have 
t)een  maintaining   in   different    parts   of 
Europe,  a  larger  army  than  in  any  former 
war  Great  Britain  ever  maintained;  main- 
taining nearly  twelve   months  after  the 
^lose  of  the  war  a  large  force,  the  expense 
of  which  is  thrown  on  the  already-over- 
bupthcned  shoulders  of  the  people.     The 
question  of  the  propriety  of  maintaining 
this  force  is  not  now  to  be  argued  ;  but  the 
fact  will  soon  be  on  the  table  of  the  House 
in  a  regular  form,  instead  of  being  only 
known  from  some  hint  in  some  speech  of 
some  person,  delivered  at  a  time  when 
pcrhapMi  there  were  hardly  any  iiearers. 
The  fact  will  now  be  before  us — a  fact 
certainly  new  and  wholly  voprecedented  ; 
and  if  it  is  to  be  justified  at  a1},«e  roust 
know  the  grounds  on  which  it  could  l^e  40 
justified.     When  this  subject  comes  to  be 
examined,  and  undoubtedly  it  will  be  exa- 
mined, two  distinct  views  must  be  taken 
of  it,  which  though  I  shall  not  now  enter 
upon.  I  think  it  fair  to  put  the  House  in 
possession  of:  the  first  is  its  effect  on  our 
financial  system  ;  the  other,  its  efiect  on 
our  political  interests  at  home  and  abroad. 
As  to  the  first  point:  when  in  the  last  year, 
by  a  most  extraordinary  turn  of  events  the 
contest  had  been  brought  to  a  close,  it  was 
thought  that  not  one  moment  would  be 
lost  to  replace  in  their  enjoyments  of  peace 
the  people  of  the  country,  but  more  ^spe* 
cially  in  those  enjoyments  to  which  there 
was  the   most  pressing  need  that  they 
should  be  restored.    We  had  called  on 
the  people  to  support  the  war  by  exertions 
unknown  to  us  before — by  exertions  which 
none  but  a  free  people  could  make.     We 
knew  the  zeal  and  cheerfulness  with  which 
the  people  had  submitted  to  their  burthens, 
under  the  .impression  of  the  necessity  of 
the  contest  in  which  we  were  engaged, 
and  that  whatever  difierences  existed  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  contest  should 
"be  carried  on,  or  Whether  greater^  or  less 
efforts  should  be  made  in  different  parts, 
no  dissentient  voice  for  many  years  was 
heard  as  to  the   necessity  of  hazarding 
every  thing— of  making  all  sacrifices  to 
maintain  the  contest.    Though  the  people 
cheerfully  submitted,  they  hoped  that  the 
exertions  would  be  continued  no  longer 
than  the  necessity  continued,  and   that 
parliament  would  feel  that  the  very  extent 
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of  their  exertions,  the  magnitode  of  their 
sacrifices,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  borne,  gave  a  claim  which  no  gene- 
rous breast  could  resist,  to  suitable  exer- 
tions — to  a  2eal,  animation,  and  an  ardour 
superior  even  to  that  of  the  people,  to 
relieve  them  as  much,  as  possible  from 
tlie  burthens  th^y  hare  borne.  Wheq, 
therefore,  such  an  enormous  expense  has 
beeti  incurred  for  the  support  of  troops  on 
the  continent,  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
peace,  it  will  be  necessary,  when  the  con- 
sideration of  that  expediency  is  entered 
upon,  that  not  merely  some  speculation  of 
possible  good — though  none  whatever  can, 
I  believe,  be  adduced— but  a  necessity  so 
pressing,  a  duty  so  imperious,  should  be 
made  manifest  to  do  that  which  we  must 
suppose  to  have  been  most  repugnant  to 
the  feelings— to  prolong  the  exertions  of 
the  country,  when  that  necessity  seemed 
no  longer  to  exist.  Such  necessity,  I  am 
persuaded,  cannot  be  proved,  and  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  measure  cannpt  be  sup- 
p4»rted ;  but  even  to  afford  some  palliation. 
It  wilt  he  necessary  to'  shew  that  some 
political  adhrantages  have  been  deriyed  to 
this  country.  And  if  none  have  been 
derived,  as  I  am  confident  is  the  case,  it 
must  be  shewn  that  some  advantages 
might,  by  possibility,  have  resulted  from 
the  employment  of  the  troops  in  the  quar- 
ters where  they  have  been  maintained.  As 
to  the  more  enlarged  view  to  be  taken  of 
the  measure,  as  afiecting  our  general  in* 
terests,  if  I  had  on  Friday  brought  forward 
the  present  motion  I  should  have  offered 
some  observations.  But  in  the  speech  of 
the  noble  earl  last  night,  among  many 
things  to  disapprove,  I  heard  with  pleasure 
that  the  moment  will  soon  arrive  when  the 
Hou9e  might  be  informed  of  the  result  of 
the  negociations  carried  on,  from  the 
entry  of  the  allies  into  Paris  to  the  moment 
when  I  am  now  speaking.  Though  this 
disclosure  has  been  made,  I  cannot  forbear 
remarking,  that  the  engagement  entered 
into  on  our  part  was,  not  to  maintain  oar 
army  as  long  as  our  own  interests  required 
it,  but  till  the  conclosion  of  the  negocia- 
tions to  be  carried  on  between  other 
powers— a  period  oyer  which  we  have  no 
control,  ana  depending  on  the  conduct  of 
powers  which  it  was  impossible,  for  us  to 
regulate — a  period  which  if  interpreted  to 
the  extent  of  the  terms  employed  in  the 
treaty  would  exceed  in  duration  any  time 
which  might  be  mentioned  to  show  tbo 
absurdity  of  that  engagement.  Such  ia 
the  state  of  the  engagement!  to  which  tbc 
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country  has  been  sabjected  ;  but  the  opi- 
nion of  one  of  the  King^s  niiniiiers  has 
been  given  as  to  the  probable  termination 
of  those  engagements.  That  term,  it  is 
said,  will  soon  arrive ;  and  when  the  result 
of  the  negociations  is  laid  before  your 
lordshipSfthis  one  point  must  be  discassted 
either  conjointly  with  the  general  ques- 
tion of  those  negociations,  or  separately,  as 
occasion  msy  require ;  and  I  shall  then 
submit  to  your  lordships  the  extreme  im- 
policy of  employing  British  troops  in  the 
diflTerent  parts  where  they  have  been 
maintained,  and  particularly  in  the  Ne- 
therlands. 

The  other  motion  it  is  still  leas  neces- 
sary to  eiplain.  Whatever  may  be  our 
policy  as  to  the  extent  of  the  military  esta- 
blishment of  the  country,  this  is  certain, 
that  the  House  should  know  what  efforts 
have  been  made,  after  tenor  twelve  months 
of  peace,  to  reduce  the  expenditure  of  the 
country  in  that  branch  in  which  it  most 
loudly  calls  for  reduction— the  different 
ataff  establishments  maintained  at  home 
and  abroad.  The  result  I  shall  not  antict* 
pate.  Bat  if  before  this  day  I  was  anxious 
to  know  the  result,  my  anxiety  has  been 
nowvincreased  to  a  degree  which  I  can 
hardly  describe.  The  necessity  of  a  peace 
establishment,  and  of  potting  the  military 
part  of  it  down  to  the  lowest  level  to  which 
by  any  possibility  it  can  be  reduced,  is 
obvious ;  and  I  am  prepared  to  show  on 
what  grounds  the  army  might  be  reduced 
in  point  of  establishment,  if  not  in  point  of 
expense,  to  the  level  in  which  it  stood 
when  the  late  unfortunate  contest  com- 
menced. But  now,  from  the  reports 
which  have  been  spread  abroad,  I  learn 
that  the  question  is  not  what  the  peace 
establishment  shall  be,  but  whether  we 
ever  shall  have  a  peac^  establishment  ?  I 
have  been  told  that  there  was  an  indivi- 
dual capable  of  proposing,  and  an  assem- 
bly of  English  gentlemen  who  had  endured 
to  hear  of  a  peace  establishment  of  19 
millions  a  year.  A  peace  establishment 
of  19  millions  a  year  1  I  have  not  had 
the  opportunity  of  consulting  official  do- 
cuments, from  the  short  time  since  I  have 
heard  the  report  I  hate  alluded  to  ;  but  by 
a  statement  which  I  have  seen,  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  the  report  is  cor- 
rect. Do  your  lordships  know  what  was 
the  amount  of  the  peace  establishment  at 
the  close  of  the  American  war  ^  The  great 
and  upright  man  who  then  was  at  the 
head  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  felt  it^ 
his  duty  to  reduce  the  establishments  to' 


the  lowest  point  at  which  they  could  be 
proposed.  He  proposed  to  the  cooiniittee 
a  detailed  estimate  of  the  peace  establish- 
meht,  at  a  time  when  we  had  no  ally  in 
Europe,  when  even  Holland  was  torn  fronx 
us,  and  France  was  more  flourishing  in 
wealth  and  power  than  she  now  is — the 
amount  was  less  than  five  millions  and  a 
half!  After  an  experience  of  five  years 
he  was  inclined  to  believe  that  the  first 
estimate  had  reduced  the  establishments 
below  their  proper  amount ;  and  in  the 
same  plain  and  intelligible  mode  in  which 
he  proposed  the  first  establishment,  he 
produced'  a  detailed  account  on  which  aa 
establishment  of  six  millions  only  was 
founded.  He  did  not  rest  ihere,  but  after 
seven  years  of  peace,  in  179'2,  when  the 
manufactures  and  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try had  begun  again  to  be  most  flottrrshing, 
he  proposed  a  reduction  of  200,000/.* ;  «nd 
your  lordships  will  remember,  that  these 
different  establishments  were  not  in  esti- 
mate merely,  but  that  the  supply  of  the 
year  1792  was  actually  less  than  six  miU 
lions.  I  must  beg  your  lordships  lo  cast 
your  eyes  on  the  present  situation  of  the 
country,  and  its  situation  in  1792;  and 
imagine  what  any  one  who  had  taken  part 
in  the  measures  I  have  mentioned,  must 
feel  at  hearing  that  any  man  could  propose 
(for  that  it  can  be  acquiesced  in  is  impos* 
sible),  that  the  peace  establishment  of 
this  country  should  be  19  millions  a  year  f 
I  see  no  reason  for  any  considerable  in- 
crease of  the  peace  establishment  beyond 
that  of  1792.  It  is  true  there  is  a  neces- 
sity of  garrisoning  two  or  three  towns, 
which  we  had  not  then  ;  but  it  can  be 
proved  that  a  necessity  does  not  exislrtq 
provide  any  additional  ^rce,  except  for 
perhaps  one  of  them.  The  others  are  of 
that  nature,  that  the  addkional  security 
they  afibrd  to  other  possessions  will  re* 
quire  no  increase,  but  will  authorize  a 
diminution  of  force.  I  allude  to  the  East 
Indies,  where  a  considerable  reduction  of 
force  will  be  required,  which  will  covev 
any  increase  which  may  be  made  in  other 
places.  But  though  the  force  necessary 
be  the  same,  I  allow  that  for  maintaining 
that  force  the  expense  must  be  greater. 
The  pay  of  the  troops  has  been  increased  ; 
a  boon  in  granting  which  I  readily  con- 
curred, and  which  I  would  not  consent  to 
withdraw.  On  the  pay  of  the  officers  an 
increase  has  been  made,  which  I  believe 
is  absolutely  necessary.  It  is  not,  there- 
fore, possible  to  reduce  the  peace  esu- 
blishment  exactly  to   the  same  sum  at 
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which  it  was  fixed  in  1792;  bat  the 
amount  of  force  may  be  the  same,  or 
nearly  the  same,  though  the  exfiense  of 
ipaintaining  that  force  may  be  varied  by 
the  circumstances  of  the  times.  I  shall 
not  pursue  the  details  of  the  subject ;  but  I 
tfiought  it  would  not  be  consistent  with 
my  duty,  if,  after  hearing  such  a  report 
as  has  been  spread  abroad,  I  did  not  oh 
the  first  meeting  of  your  lordships  call 
your  attention  to  the  dreadful  purpose 
which  is  harboured  of  making;  this  nation 
a  great  military  power.  We  cannot  dis* 
guise  the  fact.  No  one  can  hare  pro- 
posed a  peace  establishment  of  19  millions 
but  with  the  intention  of  changing  the 
constitution  of  the  country  in  such  sort, 
that  it  shall  no  longer  continue  a  free 
country— to  make  this  nation  rank  among 
the  great  military  nations  of  Europe.  On 
this  question  probably  your  lordships  will 
have  session  after  session  to  decide ;  but 
if  that  political  establishment  is  effected,  I 
shall  ceaie  to  take  a  part  in  the  business 
of  this  House,  and  to  keep  up  the  forms  of 
debate.  For  if  a  large  military  establish- 
ment is  permanently  kept  up^-if  this 
nation  becomes  a  military  power— we 
must  of  necessity  cease  to  be  a  free,  and, 
consequently,  a  happy  people.  His  lord- 
ship concluded  by  moving  for^  the  state- 
ments mentioned  in  his  speech. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool,  in  reply,  stated, 
that  the  subsidiai^  engagements  with  all 
the  powers  had  terminated  at  the  beginning 
of  October  last;  with  Austria,  Prussia, 
and  Spain,  two  months  before :  the  subsi- 
dies having  been  limited  to  a  time  deemed 
sufficient  to  enable  those  powers  to  march 
th«r  forces  back  to  their  respective  coun- 
tries, after  the  ilose  of  the  war.  As  to 
the  maintenance  of  troops  in  the  Nether- 
lands, the  fact  was  admitted,  and  would 
be  brought  by  the  papers  moved  for,  to 
which  he  bad  no  objection,  before  the 
House.  It  was  premature  to  enter  then  on 
the  discussion  of  the  subject;  but  he 
pledged  himself  to  prove,  not  only  that 
the  arrangement  was  wise,  but  that  it  had 
actually  been  productive  of  beneficial 
consequences.  As  to  the  peace  establish- 
ment, he  should  lay  the  fullest  information 
before  the  House,  and  should  court  inves- 
tigation on  all  branches,  and  take  all  mea- 
sures to  make  them  as  little  burthensome 
as  possible.  But  it  was  to  be  considered 
that  a  great  increase  had  taken  place  in 
the  pay  of  all  departments  of  the  service, 
which  would  render  an  establishment  on 
the  same  scale  as  that  of  179S  mach  more 


expensiTc*  The  expense  cntaikd  on  the 
country  was  enormous  ;  but  the  faith  of  the 
country  was  pledged  to  the  arrangemenu 
^on  that  subject,  some  of  which,  made  by 
the  administration  of  the  noble  lord  (Gren* 
ville),  were  neither  wise  nor  expedient.  It 
was  not  to  be  supposed,  bowever,  that 
with  all  the  colonies  we  were  possessed  of, 
the  same  miUtary  force  as  that  of  1792> 
would  be  fufficient.  Some  military  ibrco 
was  also  necessary  to  secure  internal  traa* 
qoillity,  and  to  maintain  the  character  of 
the  nation.  The  House  woold  be  mocb 
better  qualified  to  judge  on  the  subject 
after  a  full  examination  of  the  estinatee 
that  woold  be  laid  before  them ;  thoegh 
he  admitted  there  was  no  subject  on  which 
the  House  should  be  more  jealous,  than 
that  which  respected  the  amount  of  out 
establishments  in  time  of  peace 

The  Marquis  of  LamdownM  accepted  the 
pledge  of  the  noble  earl,  that  before  they 
were  called  on  to  accede  to  any  propo- 
sitions for  increasing  the  ordinary  peace 
establishment,  the  Honse  should  have  e 
complete  opportunity  of  investigating  the 
expense  of  the  several  departments.  As 
the  motion  was  not  objected  to»  he  should 
merely  join  with  his  noble  friend  in  pro» 
testing  against  any  event  which  might 
tend  to  change  the  military  system  of  the 
country.  As^  the  time  would  soon  come 
for  explaining  the  reasons  for  kepping  up 
so  large  a  force  on  the  continent,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  justify  that  measore,  that 
it  should  be  shown  to  have  been  done  fee 
Britbh  objects  alone,  and  that  the  conse« 
quence  would  not  be  to  involve  the  coon^ 
try  in  a  connexion  wUh  the  continent, 
u  any  change  was  to  be  efiected  in  the 
military  system  of  the  country,  he  hoped 
the  parliament  would  be  called  on  to  do 
it  with  its  eyes  open,  and  not  be  drawn 
incidentally  or  hurried  by  precipitation 
into  change. 
The  motions  were  agreed  to. 
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Tuesday,  February  21. 

Statb  of  thb  SraavTs  of  thi  Mxtroo 
FOLis.]  Mr.  JU.  A,  Taylor  rose  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  public  griev* 
ance,  which,  in  his  opinion,  required  both 
immediate  remedy*  and  future  precaution. 
The  only  question,  he  apprehended,  would 
be  as  to  the  nature  of  that  remedy  ;  for 
the  evil  of  which  he  complained  was  in* 
disputable  and  universally  felt,  yet  with* 
out  the  interference  of  parliament  would 
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probably  remain  uaredraiied.  He  wished 
to  Bubmit  to  the  House  the  necestity  that 
existed  of  preserving  the  pavements  of 
the  metropolis  in  soch  a  state  as  shoold 
not  endanger  the  safety  of  his  Majesty's 
•objects.  Many  aceidents  bad  already 
occurred  in  consequence  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  were  at  present  broken  up; 
and  not  long  since  a  coachman  had  been 
thrown  from  his  box,  and  killed  on  the 
spot.  He  had  been  told,  in  the  coarse  of 
his  inquiries  into  the  cause  of  this  shame-^ 
ful  disorder  and  negligence,  that  it  was 
an  evil  which  it  was  impouible  to  prevenu 
This  impouibility,  however,  he  was  de- 
termined to  try,  and  would  persevere  at 
the  risk  of  giving  offence  to  the  parish 
officers,  and  even  though  the  water  com* 
panies  should  pot  him  in  their  reservoirs, 
or  the  gas-light  company  into  their  fur- 
naces* The  city  of  London,  he  knew, 
vraa  exempted  by  charter;  but  he  trusted, 
that  when  they  saw  a  proper  system  of 
inspection  and  control  established  in  West* 
minster,  they  would  think  it  worth  their 
attention  to  imitate  the  example*  With 
respect  to  the  law  as  it  already  stood, 
there  was  no  distinction  between  streets 
and  highways,  the  former  being  so  deno- 
minated only  from  their  running  through 
inhabited  and  populous  places.  They 
were  indictable  at  quarter  seuions,  and  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  magistrates  to  asseis 
a  sufficient  rate,  and  direct  the  parochial 
overseers  to  institute  the  proper  repairs* 
The  law,  then,  was  entirely  with  him ; 
but  it  was  too  dilatory  in  ito  application, 
and  required  the  quickening  energy  of 
parliament  to  give  it  its  due  and  salutary 
efiect.  The  law  guaranteed  every  man's 
title  to  4he  terra  Jbrmm,  and  on  him  who 
obstructed  or  undermined  it  imposed  the 
obligation  of  fully  and  completely  repair- 
ing the  mischief  he  had  occasioned.  The 
streeu  of  Paris  were  not  subject  to  this 
inconvenience;  and  those  of  Edinburgh, 
and  from  that  to  I^eith,  were  equally  safe 
and  beautiful,  forming  an  inclined  plane, 
and  enabling  carriages  to  proceed  with 
equal  convenience  and  velocity.  What 
he  now  proposed  was,  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
enabling  the  crown  to  appoint  a  board  of 
commissioners,  and  to  divide  the  metro- 
polis into  four  or  five  districts.  These 
commissioners  were  to  act  gratuitously, 
and  to  be  composed  of  gentlemen  resident 
io  the  particular  district  over  which  they 
presided,  and  to  posaess,  as  a  qualification, 
S00(.  a  year,  or  10,000/.  in  money.  They 
were  to  he  called  on  to  publish  froper 


advertisements,  and  to  appoint  an  in- 
spector for  each  district,  whose  salaries^ 
with  those  of  a  few  clerks,  would  .consti- 
tute the  whole  expense  of  his  measure* 
The  salary  of  the  inspector  ought  to  be, 
he  conceivedi  not  less  iban  50o7.  per  an- 
num, as  he  should  be  a  person  of  uncor- 
rupt  character,  and  removable  by  the 
commissioners.  It  was  bis  intention,  if 
the  House  gave  him  leave  to  bring  in  the 
Bill|  further  to  propose,  that  the  Bill  shoold 
become  operative  three  months  after  its 
passing  into  a  law.  It  was  a  measure 
which  could  inflict  no  hardship  on  the 
parishes,  whose  duty  it  was  already  by 
law  to  prevent  all  nuisances  in  the  public 
streets.  He  should  also  introduce  a  com- 
pulsory clause  on  the  water  companies, 
restraining  them  from  taking  up  any  pave* 
ment  at  their  own  pleasure,  or  from  laying 
down  any  other  than  iron  pipes  in  future, 
as  well  as  to  limit  their  right  of  breaking 
up  a  street  to  a  particular  period  of  the 
year.  It  was  obvious  that  it  was  an  evil 
chiefly  experienced  in  the  winter  season. 
The  inspector  roust  be  armed  with  the 
power  of  levying  fines,  either  on  the 
parish,  or  the  authors  of  the  mischief,  and 
in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  evil, 
subject  to  the  revision  of  the  commission* 
ers*  He  should  also  propose  that  these 
provisions  might  equally  extend  to  the 
gas-light  companies,  and  the  commis- 
sioners of  sewers,  and  that  they  should  all 
be  interdicted  from  laying  down  wooden 
pipes  in  future.  He  did  not  wish  to  in* 
terfere  with  the  rivalship  of  different  com- 
panies ;  no  man  was  a  greater  enemy  to 
monopoly  than  himself;  his  only  object 
was  to  secure  to  the  public  what  they  had 
a  right  to  possess — a  good,  safe,  and  coqjp 
modious  carriage-road.  The  fact  was,' 
the  pavements,  after  being  so  opened,  were 
not  laid  down  again  sometimes  for  months, 
and  without  some  quick  and  compulsory 
measure,  he  was  convinced  the  evil  would 
continue  to  exist.  He  was  sorry  he  could 
not  compliment  the  right  hon.  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whom  he  then 
saw  in  his  place,  on  the  condition  of  the 
streets  near  the  Treasury.  From  thence 
to  Scotland*yard  their  state  was  disgrace- 
ful as  well  as  dangerous.  On  inquiring 
at  the  Treasury  on  this  subject,  he  had 
been  told  that  the  cause  was,ibere  waa 
no  money  there  [a  laugh] ;  but  he  trusted 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  not  sup- 
port such  an  assertion.  He  should  now 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the 
purposei  he  had  mentionedi  and  could 
§ 
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assure  the  House  that  nothing  would  give 
him  greater  satisfaciion  than  the  introduc- 
tion of  some  measure  better  calculated 
than  that  of  which  he  had  just  submitted 
the  outlines,  to  accomplish  the  objeq^  he 
bad  in  view—  ^ 

* si  quid  novisti  recti  us  istis, 

*  Candidus  imperti :  si  noo,  his  utere  mecum.' 

The  hon.  gentleman  concluded  with 
moving,  "  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  for  the  better  paving  of  the  streets 
of  the  metropolis." 

Mr.  Qaivert  inquired  whether  it  was 
the  hon,  member  s  intention  to  include 
the  borough  of  Southwark  in  the  provi* 
sions  of  his  Bill,  as  he  conceived  its  streets 
rather  deserved  the  eulogy  passed  on  those 
of  Edinburgh,  than  the  censure  on  those 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Taylor  replied,  that  in  a  bill  of  this 
nature,  it  was  impossible  to  except  any 
particular  district;  but  if  Bouthwark  re- 
quired no  inspection,  it  would  become 
liable  to  no  expense.  The  expense  al- 
ready borne  by  the  metropolis  was  im- 
mense, not  less  than  150,000/.  per  annum, 
while  that  of  his  Bill  would  be  no  more 
than  2,300/. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  Bill. 

New  Post-Officb.]  Sir  Jamtz  Shaw 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  im- 
proving the  West  end  of  ^  Cheapside,  St. 
Martin's-le-Grand,  &c.  and  for  providing 
a  site  in  that  part  of  the  town  for  a  New 
Post-office. 

Mr.  Chre^feU  declared,  that  the  objections 
formerly  urged  against  the  propriety  of 
changing  the  site  of  the  Post-office,  as 
being  attended  with  an  expense  of 
800,000/.  were  founded  on  a  misconcep- 
tion of  the  amount  required,  either  for  the 
purpose  of  a  removal,  or  of  altering  and 
improving  the  present  office,  to  render  it 
adequate  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  duties  of 
that  department.  He  had  carefully  cal- 
culated the  expenses  of  both,  and  found 
them  to  be  nearly  equal.  As  the  circum- 
stance of  expense  Was  therefore  removed, 
the  point  to  be  considered  was,  the  increase 
of  ornament  and  advantage  the  city  would 
derive  from  tho  proposed  change.  The 
compensation  for  the  property  to  be  pur- 
chased in  Cheapside,  St.  Martin's-le- 
Grand,  &c.  he  estimated  at  150,000/.; 
the  expenses  of  erecting  the  office  would 
be  140,000/.;  making  an  aggregate  of 
290,000/.  From  this  let  40,000/.  (the  price 
of  |he  materials  of  the  present  office)  be 
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deducted,  and  250,000/.  would  be  the  sum 
required.  To  purchase  the  ground  ne« 
cessary  for  altering  the  present  office,  in 
Lombard -street,  would  require  260,000/.; 
so  that,  as  the  estimates  were  nearly  equal, 
the  improvement  and  ornament  ofthe  city- 
ought  to  decide  in  favour  of  the  nevr 
situation. 
Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Courts  of  Justice.]]  Sir  John  New^ 
port  rose  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  impower  the  commissioners  ap* 
pointed  to  examine  into  the  fees  of  the 
courts  of  justice,  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  witnesses  to  be  examined  on  that  in- 
quiry. He  contended  that  such  powers 
were  necessary,  particularly  in  a  case  like" 
the  present.  It  had  been  stated,  on  a. 
former  evening,  that  the  officers  of  the 
courts  could  not  refuse  to  gire  evidence 
before  the  commissioners;  yet  it  was  ma- 
nifest that  without  such  a  bill  as  he  pro- 
posed there  was  no  compulsion  on  them 
to  attend,  while  no  persons  were  more 
likely  to  wish  for  concealment  than  those 
who^e  conduct  was  to  be  examined  into. 
Besides,  others  must  be  examined,  as  er 
parte  statements  would  not  be  folly  to  be 
relied  on.  It  had  been  the  constant  prac» 
tice  to  arm  committees  with  powers  to 
compel  attendance,  and  he  could  see  no 
reason  why  those  powers  should  not  be 
necessary  on  this  as  'well  as  on  any  other 
occasion.  As  one  instance,  he  would  al- 
lude to  the  Carnatic  commissroners^  who 
were  armed  with  such  powers.  The  de- 
tails of  his  Bill  would  be  liable  to  future 
discussion;  but  to  the  principle  of  it,  he 
did  not  see  how  there  could  be  any  ob- 
jection. He  therefore  moved,  '^'  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to' 
enable  the  commissioners  appointed,  or 
to  be  appointed  by  royal  commission, 
to  examine  into  the  state  of  tbe  coarts 
of  justice  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, to  compel  the  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses upon  tbem«  and  their  disclosure  of 
all  such  matters  respecting  the  same,  as 
may  be  within  their  knowledge,  and  under 
such  regulations  as  would  be  adopted  in  a* 
court  of  law.'' 

Mr.  Bathurst  contended,  that  there  was- 
no  occasion  for  such  a  Bill  as  was  proposed 
by  the  right  hon.  baronet.  The  commis- 
sioners appointed  in  1732  bad  acted  with- 
out any  such  powers,  and  yet  they  went 
on  in  accomplishing  the  objects  entrusted 
to  them.  The  instance  alluded  to  waa 
▼ory  widely  different  from  the  present 
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case;  for  the  Carnatic  qoestion  was  one 
of  abuses  in  general.  This  was  not  an 
inquiry  into  general  abuses,  bot  one  into 
fet%  actually  taken,  about  which  there  could 
be  no  secret.  .  The  right  hon.  baronet  did 
cot  state  any  abuses  in  any  department 
but  in  the  master's  office,  and  surely  the 
master  of  that  office  would  not  refuse,  for 
his  own  character's  sake,  to  give  evidence 
on  every^  thing  on  which  he  should  be 
examined  by  the  commission.  The  right 
hoo.  baronet  seemed  to  attack  the  entire 
body  of  the  magistracy,  as  if  unwilling  to 
give  evidence ;  or  why  make  a  law  to 
compel  them  to  give  it  ?  On  the  whole, 
he  saw  no  necessity  whatever  for  the  Bill, 
and  would  theretore  move  the  previous 
qoestion. 

Mr.  W*  Smith  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
Bill ;  becaase  it  was  hardly  to  be  sop- 
posed  that  persons  who  were  parties  to 
those  .abuses  which  the  comtqissioners 
svere  appointed  to  detect,  who  had  either 
committed  them,  connived  at  them,  or 
tempted  others  to  commit  them,  would 
voluntarily  come  forward  and  disclose 
theiih  It  might  be  true  that  the  commis* 
aionersof  1752  had  no  such  powers;  but 
was  that  a/eason  why  in  1815  such  powers 
should  not  be  granted  if  it  was  found  ne- 
cessary ?  A  strong  inducement  to  conceal- 
ment on  this  occasion  was  voluntary  at- 
tendance :  for  a  person,  who  would  draw 
on  himself  much  anger  from  his  superiors 
in  office  for  giving  information  in  such  a 
case,  could  not  be  at  all  blamed,  if  his 
giving  information  were  compulsory.  This 
was  a  question  of  mere  common  sense. 
If  i^  was  necessary  to  give  the  commis- 
sioners such  pollers  as  the  Bill  required, 
to  obtain  information,  bow  could  the  House 
refuse  them?  He,  for  bis  part,  thought 
the  powers  were  indispensably  necessary, 
and  would  therefore  vote  for  the  Bill. 

Sir  John  Simeon  hoped,  that  the  right 
hon.  baronet,  in  his  remarks  in  a  former 
debate,  on  the  masters  in  Chancery,  did 
not  mean  to  insinuate,  that  they  com- 
mitted, individually,  any  of  those  offences 
of  office  which  were  now  visited  by  his 
indignation.  He  believed,  that  if  the 
light  hon.  baronet  had  known  the  body 
of  the  masters,  he  would  acknowledge 
them  to  be  most  honourable  in  the  dis- 
charge of  dbeir  public  doty.  Had  the 
right  hon.  baronet  ever  known  a  case, 
among  the  many  abuses  be  has  learned, 
where  a  complaint  had  been  made  to  the 
masters  and  not  attended  to?  He  could 
with  confidence  defy  him  to  produce  it» 
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It  coold  not  for  a  moment  be  imagined, 
that  any  men  of  liberal  feelings  could  be 
induced,  for  a  paltry  fee,  to  render  their 
honour  suspected,  or  their  characters 
liable  to  imputation.  He  declared,  that 
if  on  the  first  motion  for  this  commission 
he  had  been  present,  no  motives  of  false 
delicacy  would  have  prevented  him,  as  it 
did  his  hon.  friend  opposite  (Mr.  Stephen), 
from  repelling,  with  indignation,  th^ 
slightest  breath  of  suspicion  affecting  the 
characters  of  the  body  of  masters. 

Mr.  Homer  did  not  think  the  panegyric 
pronounced  opon  himself  and  the  other 
masters  of  Chancery  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  any  answer  to  the  ob- 
servation of  his  hon.  friend.  The  House 
had  already  resolved  that  an  inquiry 
should  take  place;  and  the  only  question 
now  to  be  considered  was,  whether  this 
inquiry  should  be  effectual,  or  the  inten- 
tion of  the  House  last  session  should  be 
frustrated  or  eluded.  Mr.  Horner  as- 
serted, that  according  to  the  information 
he  had  received,  several  officers  of  these 
courts  had  acted  in  a  most  unjustifiable 
manner,  by  creating  of  their  own  autho- 
rity fees  which  not  only  were  not  autho* 
rized  by  the  judges  of  these  courts,  but 
were  expressly  contrary  to  an  act  of  par- 
liament. He  did  not  know  who  the  com- 
missioners were  that  had  been  appointed 
in  Ireland;  but  there  was  an  instance  ir» 
Scotland,  where  the  person  named  as  a 
commissioner  was  the  very  man  who  had 
for  twenty  years  acted  as  the  chief  officer 
of  the  court  in  which  all  the  abuses  com- 
plained of  had  arisen,  and  been  put  in 
continual  practice.  He  thought  it  very 
extraordinary  that  any  objection  should 
be  made  to  give  the  power  now  required 
to  the  commissioners,  to  summon  wit- 
nesses to  give  evidence  on  oath  ;  because, 
without  such  a  power,  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  appeared  to  him  to  be  nu- 
gatory. If  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
should  succeed  in  resisting  this  motion,  he 
had  no  doubt  but  that  all  future  endea- 
vours to  check  the  abuses  complained  of 
would  prove  fruitless. 

The  Attorney  General  said,  he  must  re- 
sist the  present  motion.  The  commis- 
sioners were  gentlemen  of  most  approved 
good  character ;  and  if  they  shewed  the 
smallest  dereliction  of  their  duty,  they 
would  forfeit  that  high  distinction  which 
their  previous  conduct  had  obtained.  His 
hon.  and  learned  friend  who  spoke,  last, 
had  complained,  that  persons  had  been 
appointed  commissioners  to  inquire  into 
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the  abuses  of  the  courts' of  KiqgVbench 
and  Chancery,  who  had  held  'ihe  situa- 
tions of  officers  in  the  former  court,  and 
masters  in  the  court  of  Chancery.  This 
night  be  the  case :  yet  he  would  renture 
to  say,  that  no  men  stood  higher  in  the 
estimation  of  the  world  than  those  who 
had  been  appointed  commissioners ;  they 
had  invested  in  them  all  the  powers  re- 
quisite to  enable  them  to  come  at  the 
truth.  The  objections  offered  by  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  were  not  available, 
because  they  could  jiot,  as  he  bad  as- 
•erted,  choose  their  own  time  to  be  exa- 
mined; and,  therefore,  could  never  be 
considered  in  the  light  of  volunteers. 
He  had  intended  to  submit  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  House,  that  it  would  be  a  high 
misdemeanour  to  refuse  to  obey  the  sum- 
mons of  the  commissioners:  and  who 
could  suppose  that  any  man  in  a  respec- 
table situation  would  render  himself  liable 
to  the  expenses  and*  punishment  of  a  mis- 
demeanour rather  than  attend  to  a  sum- 
mons which  called  on  him  to  do  no  more 
than  to  discharge  a  duty  which  he  owed 
to  himself  and  to  society,  by  telling  the 
truth?  The  power  required  to  be  given 
was  unnecessary ;  and  it  was  a  settled  and 
la  sound  principle,  that  the  legislature 
should  never  exert  its  powers  unneces- 
sarily. 

Mr.  Abercrambie  thought  the  powers 
asked  for  indispensably  necessary,  as  the 
inquiry  would  be  worse  than  useless 
without  them,  for  it  would  be  only  putting 
the  country  to  a  great  expense  without 
being  productive  of  the  least  benefit. 
The  commissioners  should  be  armed  with 
summary  powers  to  punish  in  case  of 
refusal  to  attend,  if  it  were  intended  to 
give  any  effect  to  the  measure.  The 
action  for  misdemeanour  was  so  slow  in 
its  oper^ion,  that  it  was  of  little  or  no  use., 
He  therefore  thought  the  Bill  indispen- 
sably necessary.  The  hon;  and  learned 
gentleman  urged  many  arguments  to  shew 
that  the  commission  had  not  the  neceuary 
powers,  and  added,  that  if  there  was  to  be 
no  method  of  compelling  witnesses  to  give 
evidence,  the  business  of  the  commission 
would  more  probably  be  eighteen  rather 
than  eight  years  before  it  was  completed. 
So  far  from  there  being  any  harm  in  giving 
full  powers  to  the  commissioners,  he  in- 
sisted that  this  was  the  only  means  of  pre- 
venting abuses,  and  effecting  the  ends  of 
justice. 

Mr.  FonBonhy  said,  the  present  question 
%M  one  that  was  the  most  essential  to 


the  doe  administration  of  justice  which 
had  ever  been  brought  under  the  consi- 
deration of  the  House.  Officers  who  had 
been  guilty  of  mal-practices.would  not  be 
very  forw'ard  or  anxious  to  give  informa« 
tion  that  might  criminate  themselves ;  and 
if  the  commissioners  had  not  the  power 
to  administer  oaths,  it  was  in  vain  to  ex- 
pect such  persons  would  divulge  the  truth. 
It  had  been  said,  that  the  last  commission 
made  out  for  this  purpose  had  continued 
eight  years  without  producing  any  de- 
sirable effect.  That  might  be,  and  be 
had  no  doubt  was,  very  true ;  and  he  could, 
therefore,  safely  predict,  that  if  the  pre- 
sent commission  was  not  vested  with  more 
extensive  powers  than  the  other  had  been, 
it  would  continue  18  years,  and  prove  in 
the  end  equally  inefficacious. 

Mr.  Stephen  thought  it  necessary  to  say 
a  few  words  by  way  of  explaining  why 
he  had  argued  against  the  motion  when 
last  before  the  House,  and  afWrwarda 
voted  in  favour  of  it.  On  hearing  the 
objection  made  to  MkaBters  in  Chancery 
being  appointed  commissioner^,  be  had 
expressed  his  surprise,  and  pledged  him- 
self that  if  any  mal-practtces  could  be 
shown  in  their  department  he  woold  tote 
for  the  motion.  To  bis  infitotte  surprise 
it  appeared  afterwards,  that  sotaethirtg  of 
this  kind  had  takto  place  in  a  particular 
department.  He  had,  therefore,'  acted  up 
to  nls  pledge ;  and  notwithstanding  be,  at 
the  present  moment,  thought  both  prac- 
tising barristers  and  masters  in  Chancery 
were  very  fit  persons  to  be  commissioners, 
he  would  still  vote  in  favour  of  the  present 
motion. 

Lord  Milton  believed  ihtr^  had  been 
abuses  in  all  the  courts  on  the  subject  of 
fees,  very  destructive  to  the  interests  of 
the  country,  and  more  particolarly  so 
from  falling  most  severely  on  the  lower 
orders  of  the  people,  who  had  most  need 
of  the  protection  of  the  legislature. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
the  question  was,  as  to  granting  powers  to 
a  commission  which  were  not  generally 
granted,  even  under  the  great  seal. 

The  House  divided :  For  the  previous 
question,  88:  Against  it,  76:  Majority 
against  sir  John  Newport's  motion,  12. 

TsANSFEa  OP  Genoa.]  Mr.  Latnbton^ 
in  bringing  forward  the  motion  which  he 
was  about  to  submit  to  the  House,  con- 
ceived that  where  the  fame  and  honour  of 
the  country  were  sullied,  by  any  measure 
of  government  or  their  agents,  it  was  as 
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much  the  duty  of  an  humble  individaal 
like  himtelfy  at  of  the  most  prominent 
member  of  the  HoDie,  to  ftand  forward* 
and  endeavour  to  call  down  apon  the  trant- 
action  that  reprobation  which  it  merited. 
He  now  alloned  to  the  late  transfer  of 
Genoa,  n  traneaction  the  foalneu  of  which 
had  never  been  exceeded  in  the  political 
bialory  of  this  coontry,  and  which  re- 
mained a  blot  on  .the  character  of  the 
nation.  He  hoped  that  miniatect  would 
not  be  permitted,  in  this  caie,  to  follow 
Che  courie  they  had  all  along  ponued— 
refusing  to  answer  to  any  charge  exhi* 
bited  against  them  in  that  House,  on  the 
pretext  th»t  the  subject,  conld  not  be  dis- 
cossed  till  the  whole  foreign  affairs  of  the 
coontry  came  nndcr  the  consideration  of 
parliament.  If  ministers  were  in  this 
manner  permitted  to  continue  their  si- 
lence, from  a  feaitns  of  Jnability  to  with- 
stand the  attacks  of  their  opponents,  and 
if  the  noble  lord  at  Vienna  was  to  be  al- 
lowed to  decide  on  the  most  important 
interests  of  the  coontry,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Cabinet  at  borne,  and  without 
the  knowledge  of  parliament,  the  func* 
ticns  of  that  Honse  were  at  an  end.  He 
trusted,  however,  that  if  the  right  bour 
gentleman 'shonld  persist  in  this  disho- 
nourable silence,  that  a  day  would  come 
when  the  country  would  no  longer  be  de- 
graded by  such  taciturn,  ministers.  If,  in 
private  life,  he  were  to  charge  a.  man  with 
a  participation  in  the  commission  of  a 
crime  disgraceful  to  his  bonoor  and  his 
reputation,  would  it  be  CM^gb  for  him  to 
turn  about  and  say,  he  was  innocent,  but 
be  could  not  defend  himself  until  the  re- 
turn of  a  companion  equally  imnlicated 
with  himself?  He  charged  his  Majesty's 
ministers  publicly  in  the  face  of  the 
House,  with  having  degraded  the  coontry 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world-^witb  having 
abandooed  a  pledge  given  to  a  nation  in* 
Tited  by  them,  to  independence.  The  dis- 
graceful measure  which  bo  deplored  was 
uafortunaiely  no  longer  peuding,  but  ac- 
complished ;  and  he  hoped  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  at  least  have  toe  merit 
not  to  add  duplicity  to  injustice,  or  to  en- 
deavour (o  deny  the  part  which  they  had 
taken.  The  uhfo|tunate  Genoese  had  not 
only  been  delivered  over,  like  droves  of 
of  cattle,  to  tho  king  of  Sardinia,  but  they 
had  been  so  delivered  oTcr  by  £ngland ; 
—England  had  been  the  instrument  of 
thia  oppression.  What  taliamanic  shield 
conld  defend  them  under  this  disgrace? 
What  balance  of  power  (a  \mm  always 
(VOL.  XXIX.) 


brought  forward  to  justify  every  act  of 
violence  or  rapine)  could  justify  such  a 
measure  ?  The  oen  balance  of  power  would 
always  l)e  found,  by  sovereigns^  in  tho 
steady  aflfections  of  the  people  to  their 
government.  But,  however  disgraceful 
many  of  the  measures  which  Europe  had 
lately  witneased,  to  no  particular  instance 
had  England  become  such  a  party  as  to  tho 
spoliation  of  Genoa.  In  April  1814,  lord 
William  Bentiock,  in  a  proclamation,  told 
the  people  of  Genoa  that  their  ancient 
government  was  restored,  and  that  be 
acted  on  the  principles  declared  by  tho 
allies  in  the  treaty  of  Paris.  The  more 
just  and  generous  the  views  professed  in 
that  treaty,  the  more  disgraceful  tho 
avaricious  squabbling  for  territory  which 
tbev  had  subsequently  displayed.  Lord 
William  Beutinck,  in  the  name  of  the 
British  government,  appealed  to  the  na* 
tional  feeling  of  the  Genoese,  recalled  to 
them  the  days  of  their  ancient  prosperity, 
and  pledged  his  country  to  reinstate  them 
in  their  former  privileges.  Was  there  an 
English  heart  which  did  not  beat  respon- 
sive to  such  a  proclamation  ?  Was  there  a 
man  in  the  country  who  was  not  con- 
vinced that  it  was  most  glorious  for  Eng- 
land that  the  English  arms  should  have 
been  so  employed  ?  Not  employed  in  acts 
of  oppression,  of  plunder,  or  spoliation, 
but  in  restoring  an  ancient  and  illustrious 
state  to  its  long-lost  rights.  Such  were 
the  promises  held  out  to  the  Genoese; 
but  far  different  was  the  execution.  In 
eight  months  afterwards,  when  they  had 
been  tantajixed  with  a  momentary  enjoy- 
ment of  their  ancient  privileges,  a  man- 
date arrived  from  the  degraded  and  de* 
testable  Congress  of  Vienna,  annulling  all 
that  had  been  done  in  favour  of  Genoese 
freedom,  and  delivering  op  that  unfor- 
tunate country  to  the  king  of  Sardinia. 
This  transfer  was  made  by  a  British  pro- 
clamation, signed  by  a  British  officer. 
This  was  an  act,  the  criniinality  of  which 
did  not  attach  alone  to  the  noble  lord  at 
Vienna,  or  the  ofl|cer  whose  name  appears 
to  it,  but  to  the  whole  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers.  In  this  proclamation  general 
Dalrymple  informed  the  people  of  Genoa 
that  the  government  appointed  by  lord 
William  Bentinck  had  been  delivered  op 
into  his  bands,  and  that  he  surrendered  it, 
by  command  of  the  Prince  Regent  of 
England,  to  the  king  of  Sardinia.  He 
wottkl  ask  his  Majesty's  ministers,  did 
they  or  did  they  not  avow  this  order?  If 
they  disavowed  it,  then  they  ought  to  de* 
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lirer  up  general  Dalrymple  to  the  conse- 
quences of  his  conduct.  If  they  avowed 
it,  let  them  come  manfully  forward  and 
justify  tbemselTes  in  the  eyes  of  the  na- 
tion, for  having  falsified  the  sacred  word 
of  England,  for  having  rendered  the  name 
of  England  for  the  first  time  suspected 
among  the  nations  of  Europe.  This  most 
infamous  measure  was  not  one  of  those 
which  ministers  could  avoid  explaining ; 
and  it  was  in  vain  for  them  to  think  they 
could  stand  acquitted  to  the  country  by 
maintaining  a  profound  silence  on  this, 
as  they  had  done  on  so  many  other  sub- 
jects. Such  silence  was  not  more  dift- 
graceful'to  themselves  than  to  the  country, 
who  suffered  them  to  be  at  the  head  of 
its  affairs;  and  no  one  who  had  its  honour 
and  character  at  heart,  but  must  regret  to 
«eeit  under  the  guidance  of  such  ministers. 
He  then  moved  for  copies  of  the  procla- 
mations addressed  to  the  Genoese  by  lord 
William  Bentinck,  dated  16th  April,  ISK 
aiid  by  general  Dalrymple  dated  Dec* 
27,  ]  8 1 4;  and  of  copies  of  the  instructions 
sent  by  his  Majesty's  government  to  lord 
William  Bentinck,  in  October,  1811,  for 
the  guidance  of  his  conduct  in  Italy;  of 
the  correspondence  between  his  Majesty's 
ministers  and  lord  William  Bentinck,  in 
March,  1814;  and  of  the  instructions  to 
the  Italians,  prisoners  of  war  in  this  coun- 
try at  that  period.  His  object  in  moving 
for  the  three  last  papers,  was  to  shew  that 
government  bad  not  only  guaranteed  the 
people  of  Genoa  from  the  attempts  of  the 
French,  but  from  all  the  world  beside. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
colonel  Wood  rose  at  the  same  instant,  but 
the  former  gave  way. 

Colonel  Wood  then  stated,  that  being 
nearly  connected  with  the  noble  lord, 
whose  conduct  had  been  that  niglit  ac- 
cused, he  hoped  the  Hoase  would  indulge 
him  in  offering  himself  a  few  minutes  to 
their  attention.  He  wished  to  suggest  to 
the  hon.  mover,  that  on  more  mature  con- 
sideration, he  would  see  the  unfairness  of 
prematurely  discussing  a  measure  in  the 
absence  of  the  individual  who  was  respon- 
sible for  it,  when  he  could  not  by  any  pos- 
sibility be  here  to  answer  for  himself. 
He  addressed  himMf  also  in  a  particular 
manner  to  an  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  Whttbread),  who  bad  cheered  the 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  in  the  hope 
that  he  would  consent  to  postpone  for  a 
few  days  the  discussion  of  this  subject. 
In  acting  otherwise,  he  would  be  departing 
frem  thf  conduct  far  which  he  had  uni* 


formly'  been  distinguished  m  his  long 
opposition,  of  meeting  his  adversaries  face 
to  face,  and  giving  them  an  opportunity  of 
answering  for  themselves.  He  hoped  he 
would  not  now  depart  from  the  practice 
which  had  always  hitherto  been  so  much 
to  his  honour.  He  put  it  to  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman and  to  the  House,  if  it  was  possible 
to  look  at  Genoa  as  aa  isolated  measure, 
and  unconnected  with  the  proceedings  at 
Vienna,  which  'had  for  their  object  the 
pacification  of  the  world.  When  they 
looked  at  this  Congress,  they  must  not 
expect  too  much— [a  laugh].  He  un- 
derstood the  meaning  of  this  laugh,  but 
he  would  repeat  the  observation.  The 
pacification  of  the  world  was  beyond  the 
reach  of  all  human  agency.  Every  mna 
must  be  fully  aware  of  the  jarring  and 
hostile  interests  of  the  dififerent  powers  at 
the  Congress.  He  trusted,  bowei^er,  that 
the  result  of  the  Congress  would  be  a 
temporary  repose  to  Europe  from  tyranny 
and  bloodshed—and  more  than  that  could 
not  be  expected  from  it.  The  annexation 
of  Genoa  and  other  proceedings,  most  no 
doubi  be  considered  as  the  proceedings  of 
the  government;  but  still  he  apprehended 
that  a  certain  latitude  must  be  understood 
to  have  been  given  to  the  noble  lord  when 
he  undertook  this  mission  ;  and  the  noble 
lord  himself  considered  that  he  had  sub- 
jected himself  to  a  fearful  responsibility. 
He  happened  to  be  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
at  the  hotfse  of  the  noble  lord^s  father, 
when  he  first  heard  of  bis  intention  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  quarters  of  the  allies.  The 
noble  lord  sent  a  letter,  informing  them  of 
this,  in  which  he  stated  that  he  was  sen- 
sible he  was  taking  on  himsdf  a  fearful 
responsibility,  but  he  considered  it  his 
duty  not  to  shrink  from  it*— he  knew  the 
generosity  of  the  people  of  England,  and 
their  readiness  to  make  allowance  for  the 
difficultiesin  which  he  was  placed  [Hear!]. 
A  day  would  soon  arrive,  when  the  noble 
lord  would  be  able  to  give  an  account  of 
his  conduct;  when  he  hoped  that  the 
whole  of  his  conduct  would  not  only  be 
creditable  to  the  people  of  England,  but 
satisfactory  to  the  House  and  the  nation ; 
and  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  ihe 
House  would  be  of  opinion  that  it  was 
proper  to  suspend  the  discussion  till  the 
atfair,  in  toto,  could  come  before  them. 
He  should  therefore  more.  That  the  House 
proceed  to  the  other  orders  of  the  day. 

The  Ckmedior  qfihe  Exeheguar  said,  that 
no  apology  was  necessary  on  the  part  of 
the  hun*  gentleman  .who  bad  brought  for- 
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ward  the  molion*  The  qaestioo  was  in 
iuelf  one  which  wmi  proper  for  the  con- 
sideration of  parliament;  and  he  had 
broaght  it  forward  in  an  able,  regular,  and 
parliamentary  manner.  When  he  said 
this,  he  hoped  the  House  would  take  into 
their  consideration  the  very  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case.  It  could  not  be 
leu  the  wish  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
than  of  their  opponents,  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity-afforded  them  to  exculpate  them- 
aelves  and  the  country  from  this  accusa- 
tion of  a  breach  of  national  faith ;  but  it 
was  impossible  to  enter  into  this  question, 
without  at  the  same  time  going  into  a 
variety  of  particulars,  which  could  not 
with  propriety  be  at  present  explained. 
He  claimed  this  temporary  suspension  on 
the  notoriety  of  the  circumstance,  that 
this  subject  was  intimately  connected  with 
all  the  great  questions  before  the  Congress 
at  Vienna.  Till  the  whole  of  these  ques- 
tions were,  therefore,  before  the  House, 
it  was  impossible  for  them  to  judge  cor- 
rectly on  this  subject.  He  would  deny 
that  the  national  honour  had  been  vio- 
lated. If  the  hon.  gentleman  thought  his 
Majesty's  ministers  had  degraded  the 
country,  he  would  ask  him,  under  what 
ministers  the  country  had  lately  risen  to 
auch  a  high  degree  of  splendour  and  pro- 
sperity? He  trusted  mmisters  would  be 
able  to  explain,  that  they  had  done  nothing 
to  degrade  the  splendid  character  of  the 
country;  and  in  that  hope  he  entreated 
the  House  to  suspend  their  opinion  of  the 
transaction  in  question  for  a  short  time. 
He  conceived  the  proceeding  to  the  other 
orders  of  the  day  was  not  a  course  suffi- 
ciently respectful  to  the  motion,  which  was 
one  that  ought  properly  to  be  entertained, 
and  one  which  gentlemen  on  the  other 
aide  of  the  House  could  not  be  more 
anxious  than  he  was  to  have  brought  under 
discussion.  He  should,  therefore,  request 
the  hon.  member  to  withdraw  his  motion, 
for  the  sake  of  allowing  him  to  meet  the 
original  motion,  by  the  previous  question. 
Colonel  Wood  accordingly  withdrew 
his  motion,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer moved  the  previous  question. 

Sir  Jama  Mackimoih  rose,  aod  spoke  in 
jobstance  as  follows : 

Sir:— I  rise  to  give  my  reasons  for 
heartily  supporting  the  motion  which  has 
been  brought  before  the  House,  with  so 
much  i^ijiiyir  of  talent  and  manliness  of 
spirit,  by  my  hon.  friend,  who  has  a  second 
time  maintained  his  hereditary  reputation 


for  independent  principles,  as  well  as  for 
distinguished  abilities. 

If  I  had  originally  felt  any  doubt,  whe- 
ther the  present  case  was  one  in  which 
justice  and  public  honour  called  aloud  for 
the  immediate  interposition  of  parliament, 
that  doubt  would  have  been  removed  by 
the  reasons  which  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  has  urged  in  support  of  his 
application  for  delay  of  trial.  He  pro- 
fesses the*  greatest  anxiety  to  meet  the 
charge,  but,  like  most  other  accused  men, 
he  declares  that,  for  reasons  known  only 
to  himself,  justice  cannot  now  be  done,  and 
that  the  inquiry  must  be  postponed  to 
a  more  convenient  season;  There  are  two 
questions  distinguishable  from  each  other, 
involved  in  the  motion  now  before  the 
House ;  whether  there  be  a  case  for  in- 

2uiry  at  all,  and  whether  the  present  be.a 
t  time  for  inquiry  ?,  On  the  first  of  these 
questions  there  seems  to  be  scarcely  any 
difference  of  opinion.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman by  his  professions  of  eagerness  for 
trial,  and  impatience  for  the  moment  of 
exculpation,  has  admitted,  that  the  cir* 
comstances  which  appear  on  the  surface 
of  this  transaction,  are  such  as  to  demand 
inquiry,  and  to  require  explanation  if  they 
can  receive  it.  What  has  been  urged  in 
behalf  of  delay,  derives  all  itsspeciousness 
from  a  confusion  of  two  distinct  principles. 
If  the  question  had  related  to  the  policy 
of  the  transfer  of  Genoa  to  Sardinia  (on* 
deratanding  the  word  '  polic]^'  in  its 
narrow  and  inferior  sense),  it  might,  with 
some  show  of  reason,  be  contended,  that 
the  time  is  not  yet  come  for  the  decision 
of  such  a  question.  Policy  is  almost 
always  a  balance  of  evils,  a  compromise 
between  opposite  inconveniences;  it  may 
depend  on  many  circumstances  which  it 
nmy  be  yet  unsafe  to  lay  before  the  public : 
it  may  be  influenced  by  the  temper  of 
one  state,  by  the  projecu  of  another,  by 
compensation  for  loss^  by  reward  for 
fidelity,  by  punishment  for  inconstancy; 
it  may  be  connected  with  measures  still 
depending,  so  that  it  cannot  be  estimated 
till  the  Congress  have  concluded  their 
arrangements.  The  answer  to  a  charge 
of  impolicy  in  this  case,  might  ceruinly 
depend  on  facts  and  documents  at  present 
unfit  to  be  communicated  to  the  House. 

But  impolicy  is  not  the  charge.  Thoush 
I  think  as  ill  of  the  prudence  as  of  the 
morality  of  this  transfer,  I  desire  for  the 
present  to  wave  all  consideration  of  its 
policy,  or  (to  speak  more  correctly)  of  that 
temporary  and  local  policy  whicn  is  dis^ 
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itinguiababie  from^  tbbugb  not  independent 
of  justice — tbe  grand  permanent  policy  of 
the  world. 

The  charge  is  one«  in  comparison  with 
which  all  questions  of  mere  policy  sink 
into  utter  insignificance*  The  King's  mi- 
nisters are  charged  with  the  greatest  crime 
ever  imputed  to  the  British  government  in 
its  relations  with  foreign  European  states ; 
the  greatest  crime  of  which  British  minis- 
ters can  be  accused,  except  a  conspiracy^ 
«gainst  the  liberties  of  their  country. 
They  are  charged  with  injustice  aggra- 
vated by  perfidy.  I  say  injusiice,  because 
I  contend  that  we  have  been  guilty  of  in- 
justice towards  the  independent  and  inno- 
cent people  of  Genoa»  even  if  we  had  not 
been  pledged  by  any  declarations, or  bound 
by  any  promises.  In  charging  this  as  a 
substantive  crime,  independent  of  all  en- 
gagemenu,  I  conceive  that  I  am  supported 
by  tbe  highest  authorities  in  public  law. 

["  We  have  s«en,''  says  Vattel,  "  that 
there  may  be  an  eooitable,  though  not 
perhaps  a  strictly  legal  obligation  to  restore 
to  a  third  party  booty  taken  from  the 
enemy,  of  which  that  third  party  had 
been  deprived  in  an  unjust  war.  The 
obligation  is  more  certain  and  more  ex- 
tensive with  respect  to  a  people  whom  our 
enemy  had  unjustly  oppressed;  for  a 
people  thus  spoiled  of  their  liberty^  never 
renounces  the  hope  of  recovering  it.  If 
they  are  not  voluntarily  incorporated  with 
the  conquering  state,  if  they  have  not 
freely  contributed  their  aid  against  us  in 
.the  war;  we  certainly  ought  to  use  our 
victory  not  to  change  their  masters,  but  to 
break  their  chains.  It  is  a  noble  fruit  of 
victory  to  deliver  an  oppressed  people,  it 
is  a  great  gain  thus  to  acquire  a  faithful 
friend."*] 

The  passage  seems  to  be  prophetically 
written  for  the  case  of  Genoa ;  the  Ge- 
noese were  our  friends,  if  not  our  allies; 
they  were  not  voluntarily  incorporated 
into  the  conquering  state,  they  did  not 
freely  contribute  their  aid  against  us.  We 
have  used  our  vicrory  to  change  their 
master,  not  to  break  their  chains ;  every 
part  of  our  conduct  is  condemned  by  the 
impartial  expositor  of  the  sense  of  roan- 
kind  on  the  morality  between  nationa. 
How  will  the  condemnation  be  evaded  ? 
Will  it  be  by  undervaluing  the  authority, 
as  in  the  case  of  Norway,  with  respect  to 
which  the  opinion  of  none  but  the  slaves 
of  fortune  can  be  changed  by  the  event  ? 
— — ^ — I  III. 

•  Vattel,  book  Ui,  chap.  13. 
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Will  they  oppose  to  it  any  authority  of 
eoual  value  ?  Can  they  quote  the  practice 
of  good  times  r  I  defy  them  to  produce  a 
single  example  in  which  a  just  oonqoeror» 
in  civilized  periods,  has  treated  the  rescued 
territory  of  a  friend,  as  if  it  ^ere  the  con* 
quered  province  of  an  enemy.  This  sub- 
version of  the  independence  of  Genoa,  is 
therefore  as  much  condemned  by  autho- 
rity, and  unwarranted  by  example,  as  it  if 
repugnant  to  the  plainest  mles  of  mo- 
rality between  friendly  states,  when  one 
had  been  oppressed  by  the  coonaoo 
enemy  of  all. 

The  second  charge  is  more  precise  and 
simple,  though  not  more  strong  than  the 
first ;  it  is  a  charge  that  our  ftiith  has  been 
pledged  to  Genoa,  and  that  our  faith  baa 
been  violated.  I  intreat  the  Hoase  to  con- 
sider the  nature  of  the  only  possible  de« 
fences  which  can  be  made  against  such  a 
charge.  How  can  they  be  secrets  of  state  ? 
How  can  they  be  contained  in  documents 
unfit  for  publication  ?  The  charge  admits 
only  one  of  two  answers  :  either,  that  tbe 
pledge  was  not  made,  or  that  the  promise- 
was  not  violated.  A  pledge  to  a  people, 
is  a  public  act.  A  breach  of  iaith  to  them, 
is  an  set  equally  public.  Neither  tbe 
pledge  nor  the  forfeiture  can  be  aflRscted 
by  confidential  communications,  nor  by 
secret  negociations.  The  whole  case  con- 
sists of  the  faith  pledged  in  the  name  of 
the  British  government,  by  lord  William 
Beiitinck,  and  forfeited  under  its  authority 
by  general  Dalrympfe.  Here  1  take  my 
stand,  and  I  defy  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
to  attack  my  position.  No  secret  decu« 
ment  can  influence  the  question,  whether 
the  faith  of  this  nation  has  been  pledged 
and  violated  to  the  people  of  Genoa  in 
the  face  of  Europe. 

Secret  documents  may  be  very  material 
to  their  policy ;  and  if  the  House  shall  de- 
termine that  the  discussion  ought  to  be 
postponed  till  such  documents  can  be  pro- 
duced, it  will  be  a  determination  for  the 
first  time,  I  am  sure,  in  the  British  Honse 
of  Commons,— >for  the  first  time,  I  believe, 
in  any  civilised  popular  assembly ,-^tbat 
there  may  be  some  interest  more  im- 
portant than  national  honour,  that  there 
may  be  some  policy  paramount  to  public 
faith,  that  interest  ana  policy  may  justify 
oppression,  injustice,  and  perfidy.  This 
conclusion  the  gentlemen  seem  not  willing 
to  adopt,  but  they  will  find  it  difficult  to 
escape  it.  They  are  evidently  reduced  to 
this  dilemma.  They  must  maintain,  either 
that  lome  lecret  circumstance  may  make 
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the  breach  of  a  public  promise  to  a  people 
ceafe  lo  be  perfidy,  or  that  there  may  be 
a  political  interest  which  may  justify  per* 
fioy.  They  moat  choose  between  an  ab« 
sard  and  an  abominable  proposition. 

It  is  therefore,  I  think,  efident,  that 
neither  the  parties  accosed  nor  the  public 
interest  can  sofl^r  from  immediate  discos* 
sion.  A  tery  short  re? iew  of  the  circom* 
stances  will  shew  how  mach  the  public 
hooonr  most  suffer  from  delay.  The 
charge  is  fbuuded  on  a  crime  already 
completed,  and  which  coatains  in  itself 
multiplied  breaches  of  faith. 

The  first  pledge  given  by  the  allied 
powers,  that  they  would  respect  Genoese 
independence,  was  the  declaration  of  M. 
Novoxilsoff  on  the  part  of  Russia,  on  the 
10th  of  July,  1805.  That  gentleman  had 
been  sent  to  mediate  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  France  at  the  request  of  Great 
Britain.  On  his  journey  to  Paris,  he  learned 
at  Berlin  the  incorporation  of  Genoa  with 
France— there  the  mediation  stopped.  In 
bis  note  addressed  to  M.  Hardenberg,  he 
declared,  that  after  such  an  act  as  the 
Tiolation  of  the  independence  of  Genoa,  all 
negociation  moM  be  Tain,  and  all  media- 
tion dishonourable.  Genoa  filled  op  the 
measure  of  Napoleon's  crintiss.  The  em- 
peror of  Russia  was  willing  to  mediate 
after  the  death  of  the  duke  d'Enghien, 
after  the  assonption  of  the  impcfrial  dig- 
nity, after  the  incorporation  of  Pied- 
mont, after  the  armed  mediation  which 
reduced  Switzerland  to  a  province,  after 
the  annexation  of  Lombardy  under  the 
name  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  Bot  the 
subversion  of  the  independence  of  Genoa 
exhausted  his  patience.  He  could  no 
longer  hold  intercourse  with  its  author, 
even  to  obuin  peace  for  a  friend.  How 
sacredly  most  the  faith  of  this  great  prince 
seem  to  have  been  pledged  to  the  people 
of  Genoa!  How  implicitly  most  they 
have  believed,  that  he  would  not  sofier  an 
act  to  be  repeated  which  he  had  thos  re- 
sented as  the  most  enormous  of  political 
crimes !  Austria  has  no  less  distinctly 
pledged  her  separate  faith  to  this  un- 
happy people.  In  September,  1805,  she 
alleged  the  osorpation  of  their  territory 
by  France  as  a  substantive  cause  of  war. 
England  had  given  a  still  earlier,  and,  if 
possible,  a  uinmgi^  separate  pledge  than 
either  of  her  great  allies.  At  the  nego- 
ciations  of  Amiens  she  refttsed  to  recog- 
nise the  French  usurpation,  then  called 
the  Ligurian  Republic— she  declared,  that 
she  could  .cooaider  nothing  aa  a  proof  of 


their  independence,  bot  the  restoration  of 
their  ancient  government ;  she  therefore 
declared  more  strongly  than  any  other 
power,  thai  she  coniinoed  to  acknowledgo 
her  ancient  friend  and  co-estate  in  the 
commonwealth  of  Europe,  the  republic 
of  Genoa,  as  still  of  right  existing. 

Besides  these  separate  and  early  pledges 
of  each  of  the  allied  powers,  there  is  n 
recent  and  collective  pledge  given  by 
them  all  in  the  treaty  of  Chaumont  en  the 
1st  of  March,  1814»  of  which  the  object 
was  declared  to  be  *'  a  general  peace^ 
under  the  protection  of  which  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  all  nations  may  be  estn- 
blished  and  secured.''  By  what  sophistry 
are  the  Genoese  people  excluded  from 
this  protection,  thus  sacredly  corenaiited? 
How  have  they  forfeited  their  claim  to  a 
restoration  thos  promised  to  all  statoi! 
Are  they  not  a  nation?  Is  a  repoblie 
which  has  nourished  for  800  years  not  n 
nation  ?  Is  that  people  not  emitiently  do* 
serving  the  name  of  a  nation,  which  baa 
shewed  as  many  proofs  of  national  spirit 
aa  any  in  Europe;  which  had  expelled 
foreign  invaders  more  often,  and^  after 
longer  periods  of  bondage  than  any  other; 
who  three  times  expelled  the  French  after 
long  possession ;  who  braved  a  bombard- 
ment  by  Louis  14th  in  the  zenith  of  his 
power;  and  whose  scarcely  armed  populace 
orove  ovt  a  brave  and  disciplined  Austrian 
garrison  from  their  capital  f 

But  all  these  solemn  declarations  are  not 
sufficient.  England  had  pledced  her  faith 
to  Genoa,  in  a  more  detailed  and  minute 
form,  and  for  that  reason,  I  presume,  she 
was  selected  as  the  principal  actor  in  the 
breach  of  that  faith.  When  lord  William 
Bentinck  appeared  before  Genoa,  the 
people  hailed  him  as  their  deliverer ;  they 
considered  their  restoration  to  their  an- 
cient independence  as  secured.  They 
hastened  to  do  that  which  Great  Britain 
had  required  of  them  in  1802,  as  the  con- 
dition of  obtaining  her  friendship;  they 
re-establibhed  their  ancient  government, 
with  such  reforms  as  the  lapse  of  time 
and  the  liberal  opinions  of  the  age  de- 
manded ;  they  engrafted  libefty  upon 
legitimate  authority;  they  founded  a 
reformed  government  upon  the  solid  basts 
of  ancient  institutions.  Lord  .William 
Bentinck,  instructed  by  his  own  just  opi- 
nions and  generous  sentiments,  instructed 
by  .the  acta  of  the  British  goverment  In 
1802,  Instructed  by  the  recent  and  solemn 
declaration  of  assembled  Europe  at  Chau- 
mont;   sofficicnily  authorixea  by  these 
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acts  and  declarations,  whether  he  had 
more  positive  iostructtons  or  not,  esta- 
blished the  reformed  constitution  in  the 
name  of  his  soTereign  and  his  country, 
.''  considering  the  wish  of  the  people  of 
Genoa  to  be  conformable  to  the  principles 
of  the  high  aliied  powers  to  restore  to  all 
their  ancient  rights  .and  privileges/'  Lord 
William  Bentinck  interpreted  the  treaty 
of  Chaomont  as  the  Geneose  did.  He 
did  not  intend  his  proclamation  to  be  a 
cruel  satire  on  the  future  conduct  of  these 
high  allies  ;  he  acted  upon  his  honeat  in* 
terpretation  of  their  language*  Perliaps 
it  was  a  case  in  which,  the  immediate  con- 
sequences of  the  act  being  irreparable, 
his  government  could  not  have  disavowed 
him :  at  all  events  the  disavowal  must 
have  .been  immediate;  it  must  have  been 
explicit,  it  must  have  been  as  public  as 
the  act  disavowed.  No  such  disavowal 
appeared ;  on  the  contrary,  the  Genoese 
government  was  established  :  the  Genoese 
flag  was  once  more  seen  in  the  ports  of 
the  Mediterranean.  AH  the  badges  and 
symbols  of  independence  were  displayed 
to  the  people  of  Genoa,  and  to  their 
neighbours,  by  the  authority  of  a  British 
officer,  without  interruption  from  the 
British  government. 

So  much  for  the  long^series  of  express 
er  implied  promises  made  to  the  Genoese 
people  by  the  allies,  and  chiefly  by  Eng- 
land. Now  comes  the  sad  and  shameful 
story  of  their  violation.  One  British  offi- 
cer was  chosen  to  announce  the  violation 
of  the  faith  pledged  by  another.— General 
Dalryrople  announced  to  the  Genoese  on 
the  27tb  of  December,  the  determination 
of  his  government  to  deliver  them  over  to 
the  king  of  Sardinia;  and  that  prince,  on 
the  7ih  of  January,  was  pleased  to  in- 
fprm  the  magistrates  and  citizens  of  the 
republic,  that  "  he  took  possession  of  his 
new  states.''  In  virtue  of  what  title? 
Of  the  ancient  fundamental  laws?  No! 
Of  the  voice  of  the  people  ?  They  hated 
his  government  more  than  that  of  any 
other  foreign  master — as  nations  are  na- 
turally and  reasonably  most  jealous  of 
their  neighbours  with  whom  they  have 
most  fiercely  contended,  and  from  whose 
power  they  have  most  to  dread.  By  the 
right  of  conquest  ?  Even  that  harsh  and 
odious  right  did  not  exist,  and,  if  the  two 
states  Were  lift  to  themselves,  probably 
never  would.  By  none  of  these,  the  only 
titles  to  authority  hitherto  known  among 
men !  But,  "  in  concurrence  with  the 
wishes  of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe. 
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A  new  language  in  public  law !  A  new 
title  to  authority  !  Or  rather,  an  avowed 
adoption  of  those  principles  of  partition  or 
plunder,  the  prime  source  of  all  the  cala* 
mities  of  Europe,  which,  originating  with 
the  spoilers  of  Poland,  and  copied  on  a 
gigantic  scale  by  the  leaders  of  France, 
bad  now  returned  to  their  first  seat,  with- 
out changing  their  nature  or  abating  their 
malignity.  What  is  it  but  declaring  that 
the  tenure  of  dominion  throughout  Europe 
is  to  be  the  pleasure  of  an  oligarchy  of 
sovereigns  at  Vienna,  who  have  no  more 
right  to  transfer  Genoa  than  the  county  of 
Middlesex  ? 

But,  says  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  we 
cannot  now  inquire,  because  the  Congress 
is  still  sitting.  Now,  for  that  i^eason,  Sir, 
I  conceive  that  we  ought  now  to  inquire* 
If  their  deliberations  had  been  finished, 
there  could  have  been  no  great  inconve- 
nience in  delay.  But  we  may  now,  by  im- 
mediate inquiry,  prevent  other  mischief. 
The  crime  against  Genoa  is  indeed  con- 
summated. But  we  may  contribute  to 
prevent  the  perpetration  of  like  ofiences 
against  other  nations;  or  at  least  we 
may  withdraw  Great  Britain  from  parti- 
cipation in  them. 

The  efibrts  of  a  minority  in  this  House 
may  be  despised  by  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tlemen ;  but  they  are  not  despised  in  other 
countries:  they  have,  during  the  pre- 
sent session,  been  acknowledged  by  the  Jin- 
dependent  and  enlightened  part  of  Europe 
as  speaking  their,  sentiment.  The  moral 
character  of  this  kingdom,  high  at  the 
moment  of  the  peace  of  Parisrand  of  which 
I  heard  with  pride  and  delight  in  the  re- 
motest vallies  of  the  Alps,  has  suflered  from 
this  and  other  recent  events.  The  popula- 
rity of  Englishmen  abroad  was  somewhatt 
restored  by  the  stand  made  in  this  place 
against  the  oppression  of  unoffending  states* 

That  moral  character,  our  firmest 
strength^  and  our  proudest  distinction,  is 
this  night  in  your  hands.  Your  vote  will 
determine,  whether  you  consider  any  in- 
terest as  a  justification  of  perfidy,  and 
whether  yon  approve  this  violation  of  the 
rights  ofGenoa,  the  representative  of  Italy, 
and  by  that  approbation  ratify  the  outlawry 
of  that  illustrious  and  unfortunate  coun- 
try, and  confirm  the  sentence  which  once 
more  irrevocably  condemns  it  to  that  pro- 
vincial degradation  which  has  so  long 
palsied  iis  powers,  and  blasted  its  bopes, 

Mr.  Wellesky  Pole  said,  'that  if  any 
doubt  had  existed  with  respect  to  the  real 
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object  of  th6  motion  then  before  the  Hoase, 
that  doobt  would  have  been  removed  by 
the  speech  of  the  learned  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down.  The  House  mast  now 
be  confinced  that  the  motion  was  brought 
forward  at  the  present  time,  and  under 
the  present  circumstances,  merely  as  a 
vehicle  of  attack  and  condemnation,  not 
only  of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  but  of  our 
allies  and  of  the  whole  Congress.  The 
House  was  called  upon  to  assent  to  a  mo* 
lion  brought  forward  for  such  a  purpose, 
without'  a  tittle  of  evidence,  without  a 
aingle  *  document  to  support  the  charge, 
which  rested  solely  upon  the  conjectures 
of  the  learned  gentleman  with  respect  to 
what  had  passed,  was  passing,  and  might 
hereafter  pass  at  the  Congrens.  It  was 
impouible,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  heard 
the  last  half  hour  of  the  learned  gentle- 
man's speech,  without  seeing  that  it  went 
entirely  upon  general  principles ;  that  it 
contained  dissertations  upon  the  law  of 
natrons,  and  comments  upon  the  conse« 
qoences  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
gress (upon  which  he  unsparingly  be- 
stowed every  species  of  opprobrious  epi- 
thet); and  this  the  learned  gentleman 
seemed  to  think  quite  sufficient  to  induce 
the  House>  without  further  evidence,  to 
pronounce  his  Majesty's  ministers  guilty. 
The  learned  gentleman  had  accused  mi- 
nisters of  a  great  and  heinous  ofience; 
Ro  heinous,  indeed,  that  he  had  declared 
he  could  not  conceive  a  greater,  unless 
that  of  a  conspiracy  ^against  the  liberties 
of  this  country,  and  had,  throughout  the 
whole  of  his  speech,  assumed  all  the  facts 
upon  which  his  argument  was  founded  as 
proved.  But  the  learned  gentleman  shonld 
recollect,  that  the  hon.  member  who 
brought  forward  this  motion  (certainly 
with  pretty  strong  language,  but  not  more 
than  might  be  expected  from  young  and 
ardent  minds),  declared,  that  he  wanted 
certain  documents  to  enable  him  to  prove 
to  the  House  the  charges  be  had  preferred ; 
and  the  learned  gentleman  should  also  re- 
member, that  his  riffht  hon.  friend,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  reply, 
did,  in  the  most  distinct  and  unequivocal 
terms,  deny  the  truth  of  the  charges,  and 
added,  that  when  all  the  documenu  could 
with  propriety  be  laid  upon  the  table,  the 
House  and  the  country  would  be  con- 
vinced bow  groundless  these  accusations 
were.  This  was  all  that  his  Majesty's 
ministers  could  do  consistently  with  their 
doty  to  their  country  or  to  themselves, 
when  called  upon  to  give  partial,  uncon* 


nected,  and  imperfect  information  upon 
the  important  subjects  now  under  discus- 
sion at  Vienna.  He  assured  the  House 
that  ministers  were  as  anxious,  quite  as 
anxious,  as  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  could  be,  for  a  iiill  discussion  upon 
this  subject ;  and  they  stood  pledged  ,to 
the  House,  that  when  the  hour  arrived  at 
which  disclosure  could  be  made  without 
danger,  every  document  should  be  pro- 
duced ;  and  then  the  House  and  the  coan* 
try  would  see,  that  in  no  one  instance  had 
the  national  honour  been  compromised,  or 
the  national  faith  violated.  This  was  tbo 
ground  upon  which  he  rested.  And  were 
ministers  to  be  told,  that  because  they  op* 
posed  the  production  of  papers  moved  for 
by  a  palpable  parliamentary  manoeuvre^* 
(he  did  not  mean  any  thing  invidious  by 
that  expression,  because  it  had  always 
been  considered  fair  for  parties  in  that 
House  so  to  assail  their  opponents) ;  but 
were  ministers,  he  repeated,  to  be  told, 
that  because  they  resisted  the  production 
of  partial  and  imperfect  information,  called 
for  bv  a  parliamentary  manoeuvre,  that 
therefore  they  were  to  be  considered  by 
the  House,  and  the  country,  as  guilty  of  a 
dereliction  of  their  duty  ?  He  was  sure  the 
House  and  the  country  would  not  so  de- 
cide. Had  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  a  right  to  say,  '  Because  you  will 
not,  to  suit  our  convenience,  produce 
these  papers  now,  you  are  therefore 
guilty,  and  shrink  from  investigation?' 
"  This  (said  Mr.  Pole)  is  not  fair  or  just,  and 
I  am  sure  that  the  country  will  feel  that 
it  is  not."  [Loud  cheers.!  Ministers 
did  not  desire  the  protection  of  that  House, 
they  demanded  its  justice;  and  by  the 
justice  of  their  case  they  were  content  to 
stand  or  fall.  He  did  not  mean  to  follow 
the  learned  gentleman  through  the  course 
of  his  argument;  but  be  might  be  per- 
mitted to  notice,  what  most  have  been 
observed  by  tYtry  gentleman  in  the 
House,  namely,  that  the  learned  gentle- 
man, throughout  bis  whole  speech,  begged 
the  qaestion,  and,  having  assumed  his  facts 
at  pleasure,  he  drew  his  inferences  with- 
out much  difficulty.  He  had  produced  a 
proclamation  issued  by  a  British  general 
upon  entering  a  town  which  he  had  taken 
atthe'point  of  the'bayoiiet,  and  this  he 
had  cdnsidered  as  conveying  a  solemn 
pledge  on  the  part  of  the  govomment  of 
this  country;  but  he  virould  not  enter  into 
details  at  present,  the  treatment  which 
ministers  had  experienced  was  not  fair ; 
be  was  sure  the  learned  gentleman  would 
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not  think  it  fair  if  applied  to  hioiself-^he 
woald  complain,  and  with  reason,  if  with* 
6ut  an  inqairy,  if  without  a  single  doca- 
fnent,  he  was  to  be  pronounced  guilty. 
If  the  ministers  had  expressed  a  wish  to 
prevent  all  investigation— if  they  had  in- 
timated 8  desire  to  suppress  any  informa- 
tion, then,  indeed,  their  conduct  would 
have  been  justly  open  to  censure :  but  he 
was  sure  that  there  was  no  impartial  roan 
in  the  House  or  in  the  country,  who  con- 
aidered  the  present  state  of  the  Congress, 
mad  the  expectation  of  the  immediate  re- 
turn of  lord  Castlereagh,  but  must  feel 
that  it  was  quite  impossible  for  govern- 
fnent  at  this  moment,  to  communicate 
every  information  which  would  be  neces- 
aary  to  a  fair  and  impartial  decision  upon 
this  subjaet.  The  delay  asked  was  but 
for  a  few  days ;  and  surely,  for  a  few  days, 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  might 
exercise  a  little  of  that  quality  of  which 
they  exacted  so  much  daily  from  minis- 
ters—'he  meant  patience:  if  they  would 
follow  so  good  an  example,  for  the  short 
time  required,  he  and  his  colleaguea  would 
pledge  themselves  that  they  would  not 
only  produce  every  information  respecting 
Genoa,  but  respecting  Saxooy  and  Poland> 
and,  in  a  word,  give  satisfactory  answers 
to  those  innumerable  questions,  which  had 
been  asked  with  so  much  ^ooii  Aiimoirr  and 
to  much  good  taoe,  almost  daily,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  session  to  the  pre- 
sent hour.  With  respect  to  bis  noble 
friend,  to  whom  such  frequent  allusions 
had  been  made,  he  begged'  to  repeat  a 
sentiment  which  gentlemen  had  on  a  for- 
mer occasion  attempted  to  ridicule,  but 
which  they  now  seemed  anxious  to  en- 
force, viz.  that  all  his  Majesty's  ministers 
were  equally  bound  and  equally  accoiunt* 
able  for  the  conduct  of  any  one.  That 
his  noble  friend  stood  pre-eminent  from 
the  arduous  task  which  he  had  to  perform, 
,mnd  from  the  burthens  imposed  upon  bim, 
every  one  would  admit:  but  the  ministers 
would  not  deserve  for  one  moment  to  re- 
tain their  situations,  if  they  attempted  to 
shift  upon  one  another  the  responsibility 
of  the  acts  for  which  they  were  all  re- 
sponsible; and  therefore  he 'had  no  hesi- 
tation in  declaring,  that  as  every  measure 
of  the  noble  lord  had  had  ibe  sanction 
of  hfs^o4leagoes,so  they  all  stood  equally 
•nswemkle  for  every  part  of  the  trans- 
action ;  and  bis  noble  friend  would,  on 
bis  return,  be  equally  anxioos  with  his 
colleagues  to  meet  the  fullest  investiga- 
tion, wad  equally  willmg  to  abide  by  the 
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sense  of  parliament.  There  w^as  only  one 
point  more  to  which,  before  he  sat  down, 
,he  wished  to  advert,  via. .  an  assertion  of 
the  learned  gentleman's,  that  ministers 
admitted  that  their  conduct  called  for  in« 
quiry.  To  that  assertion  he  gave  an  un- 
equivocal denial.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  made  a  very  serious  charge  againat 
ministers,  couched  in  Tery  strong  terms. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  not  from 
any  doubt  of  the  rectitude  of  their  own 
conduct,  it  was  that  they  ielt  an  inquiry 
necessary ;  and  when  it  did  take  place, 
ministers,  he  had  no  doubt,  woukl  stand 
fully  acquitted,  not  in  the  minds  of  the 
gentlemen  opposite— that  he  was  not  san- 
guine enough  to  hope-i-»bnt  in  the  justice 
of  the  Honse^  and  in  the  feelings  of  the 
country. 

Sir  James  Mackimosk,  in  explanation, 
said,  that  he  did  not  consider  the  docn- 
ments  he  had  stated  as  conclusive  eiridonoe 
of  guilt,  but  he  thought  that  they  were 
sufficient  to  call  on  ministers  for  an 
answer. 

Mr.  WkUbread  said,  that  he  could  not 
yield  to  the  entreaty  of  the  relation  of  the 
noble  lord,  not  to  discuss  this  snbject  in 
hn  absence.  He  thanked  him,  however, 
for  doing  him  the  justice,  to  believe,  that 
he  should  much  rather  sea  the  noble  lord 
in  his  place,  than  appear  to, call  for  any 
discussion  in  which  his  conduct  was  im- 
plioaied,  in  his  absence.  However''bighly 
be  felt  obliged  to  the  hon.  colonel  for 
what  he  had  said  of  his  character  in  other 
respects,  yet  he  could  not  consent  to  sacri- 
fice another  part  of  his  character,  which 
was  still  dearer  to  him,  and  that  was  his 
resolution  to  make  those  remarks  that  ap- 
peared to  him  necessary,  at  the  time  that 
he  judged  the  most  proper  for  making 
them.  He  was  not  alarmed  at  all  at  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
telling  the  House,  in  a  portentous  manner, 
that  what  he  said  would  be  found— «t 
some  time  or  another-^^otitled  to  great 
weight.  He  had  heard  similar  assertions 
from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  before, 
without  having  yet  discovered  the  weight 
of  them.  The  right  hon.  gentleman,  in 
bis  comments  upon  the  observmtiona.  that 
had  been  made,  had  introduced  .words 
that  never  were  more  misapplied.  He 
had  said,  that  his  honourable  friends  had 
proceeded  entirety  on  conjectures  of.  their 
own.  What  did  he  call  conjecture  I  Did 
he  mean  to  deny  the  proclandAtions  of 
lord  William  Beatinck,  and  of  general  Dal- 
rymple,  which  were  ao  generally   pub- 
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lisbed  }  Or  would  he  say  that  .those  pro- 
clamatioQS  amounted  ODiy  to  a  conjec- 
ture? It  appeared  to  him  that  those 
proclamations,  published  to  all  the  world, 
were  of  much  greater  weight  than  those 
reports  which  the  House  had  heard  of,  or 
than  those  private  letters  from  lord  Castle- 
reash  to  bis  friends  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
•tatmg  his  deep  sense  of  the  heavy  respon- 
sibility attached  to  the  delicate  situation 
in  which  he  had  been  placed  by  his  col- 
leaffoes.  It  was  certain  that  the  acts  of 
lord  Castleresgh  must  be  considered  as 
the  acts  of  the  government ;  and  yet  there 
were  some  minor  papers  from  the  frontiers 
of  Austria,  which  stated  that  lord  Castle- 
reagh  had  been  so  angry  with  his  col- 
leagues for  their  manner  of  answering 
questions,  that  he  bad  sent  them  positive 
instruction  not  to  expose  themselves  in 
that  way  for  the  future ;  and  that  in  con- 
aeqtience  of  this  instruction,  they  now 
preserved  the  most  profound  silence. 
if  this  should  be  the  case,  ministers 
would  be  exercising  that  virtue  they  so 
recommended— patience  upon  compul- 
sion.' They  really  appeared  to  have  car* 
ried  their  patience  to  the  utmost  length, 
suid  to  have  stood  rather  too  long  in  a 
white  sheet  In  the  early  part  of  the 
session  they  answered  all  manner  of  ques* 
lions  upon  their x  responsibility.  Their 
responsibility  bad  now  changed  its  nature, 
and  as  lucta  was  derived  d  fioa  lucendo,  so 
their  responsibility  at  present  was  to  pre« 
▼ent  them  from  answering  any  Questions. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had,  nowevery 
perhaps  without  being  aware  of  it,  spoken 
words  that  night  which  were  of  great  im- 
portance. He  had  pled'ged  both  himself 
and  his  colleagues,  that,  at  some  time  or 
another,  every  paper  would  be  furnished 
which  could  be  desired,  both  about  Genoa, 
Saxony,  Poland,  and  the  proceedings  of 
the  Consress  at  Vienna.  That  was  a 
pledge  For  which  he  should  hold  him 
responsible.  Although  it  was  not  the 
Chancel kor  of  the  Exchequer  who  had 
made  this  promise,  yet  another  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers,  the  Master  of  the  Mint, 
that  high  aifd  responsible  minister  of  the 
crown,  had  pledged  himself  that  the  House 
should  have  all  those  papers.  Notwith- 
standing the  avidity  of  ministers  for  their 
trial,  yet  when  it  was  proposed  to  obtain 
evidence  for  the  purpose,  they  refused  it. 
They  said  that  they  were  as  anxious  for 
the  trial  as  their  accusers  could  be  :  the 
only  difference  was,  that  their  accusers 
wished  to  go  to  the  trial,  bat  they  would 
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not.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
in  answer  to  the  hon.  mover,  had  made  a 
reasonably  moderate  speech,  after  his 
manner,  in  which  he  called  for  some 
delay.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
followed  him  said,  that  it  was  the  grouest. 
injustice  to  arraign  men  who  could  givA 
an  explanation  if  they  thought  it  proper. 
For  his  part,  he  should  be  much  more 
pleased  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  praise 
ministers  for  delivering  Europe,  (as  they 
said  they  had  done)  than  to  be  obliged  to 
condemn  them  as  parties  io  one  of  the 
foulest  acts  that  ever  disgraced  the  page 
of  history.  He  considered  that,  in  all 
such  cases,  policy  and  justice  were  inse* 
parable:  and  in  the  same  proportion  that 
he  condemned  the  injustice  and  immoraliiy 
of  this  transaction,  in  exactly  the  same 
proportion  did  he  conceive  it  one  of  the 
greatest  acts  of  political  folly  that  ever 
was  committed.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man had  not  ventured  to  deny  the  procla- 
mation of  the  king  of  Sardinia  any  more 
than  that  of  lord  William  Bentinck.  When 
Jiis  Sardinian  majesty,  however,  chose  to 
publish  that  he  took  possession  of  the 
Genoese  states,  he  was  happy  to  say  that 
he  had  been  mistaken,  and  never  bad 
been  able  to  take  possession  of  them* 
He  trusted  that  he  never  would  be 
able  to  take  possession  of  them,  but  that 
he  and  the  other  sovereigns  would  fiod 
themselves  tfrrcsted  in  their  unjust  career 
by  the  public  feeling  ail  over  Europe.' 
He  hoped,  that  the  discussions  in  that 
House,  and  the  sentiments  there  delivered, 
would  have  a  powerful  effect  in  arresting 
those  proceedings.  Supposing  lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  was  returned,  did  ministers  expect 
that  any  papers  could  be  found  in  his 
portfolio  which  would  justify  the  violence 
offered  to  Genoa?  When  lord  William 
Bentinck  was  sent  out  to  Italy  by  the 
marquis  Wellesley,  he  understood  that  he 
had  express  instructions  to  give  every  en- 
couragement to  the  object  of  effecting  a 
revolution  there.  Italian  prisoners  were 
enrolled  in  our  army,  with  the  express 
promise  thA  they  would  have  to  contend 
for  the  independence  of  Italy.  AIL  man- 
ner of  secret  societies,  free* masons,  and 
others,  were  .encouraged  to  co-operate  in 
effecting  a  revolution  to  secure  the  inde- 
pendence of  Italy.  "^  Even  the  particular 
man  was  naqaed,  who  was  to  be  placed  at 
the  bead  of  Italy  as  an  independent  nation. 
After  those  TiiBtructions,  lord  William  had 
a  right  to  address  the  proclamation  he  had 
done  to  them,  and   the  Genoese  could 
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have  no  doubt  of  this  language  being  th6 
lincere  .disposition  of  our  government. 
Mr.  Wbitbread  said/  be  sbould  much 
rather  have  been  in  a  situation  to  continue 
the  praises  which  in  the  early  part  of  last 
year  he  had  befttowed  on  the  magnanimity 
of  our  allies,  than  be  now  obliged  to  accuse 
them  for  descending  from  their  high  emi- 
nence, as  liberators  of  Europe,  and  truck- 
ling  ahout  territories  to  which  they  had 
no  titfe.  The  hon.  member  proceeded  to 
•tate,  that  lord  William  Bentinck^  in  his 
proclamation  reminding  the  Genoese  of 
the  ancient  glories  of  their  Dorias,  pro* 
iniiKed  them  the  restoration  of  their  ancient 
constitution :  but  before  the  1st  of  January 
their  hopes  were  disappointed,  and  the 
protocol  of  their  annexation  to  Piedmont 
arrivt'd  from  Vienna.  That  document 
elated  what  was  not  true,  namely,  that  the 
deed  was  assented  to  by  the  Genoese 
envoy  at  the  Congress ;  whereas  the  fact 
was,  that  he  protested  against  it  in  the 
■tr« ingest  terms.  There  had  also  appeared 
in  the  public  prints  a  whming  letter  from 
lord  Ciistlereagh  on  the  subject^  lamenting 
the  difficulties  in  which  he  was  placed, 
and  regretting;  that  such  should  have  been 
the   result.      There   appeared,   therefore, 
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and  it  was  not  yet  perhaps  too  late  for  the 
expression  of  public  opinion  to  have  some 
beneficial  effect  on  the  continent,  where 
none  could  speak  of  this  transaction,  if 
they  dared  speak  at  all,  without  indigna* 
tion  and  abhorrence.  True,  the  noble 
viscount  on  his  arrival  would  produce  his 
papers :  but  he  might  also  say,  the  mischief 
was  already  done^-— that  the  emperor 
Alexander  had  500,000  men  in  Poland  ; 
that  Austria  had  Italy  in  thraldom ;  Mid 
that,  in  short,  the  matter  cou|jd  not  be 
mended, — it  ^vas  in  vain  to  protest.  Soch 
might  be  the  sort  of  defence  set  op,  when 
it  was  too  late:  but  he  would  call  upon 
the  House  to  bring  those  to  justice  who 
had  disgraced  the  country  by  assenting  to 
so  gross  and  infamous  an  act.  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  last  night 
mentioned  an  exhortation  of  Mr.  Burke 
while  contemplating  the  probable  duration 
'of  the  late  war,  "  Durate,  et  vosmet  rebua 
servate  secundis!"  but  if  there  was  any 
sincerity  in  the  splendid  orations  which 
be  had  heard  that  gentleman  otter,  he 
would  now,  were  he  living,  unless  he 
belied  bis  own  professions,  himself  tell 
ministers  that  their  proceeding  towarda 
Genoa  was  a  compouud  of  fbliy  and  pro* 


.  liquet  ne  soni  plus  d  la  moi^  with  the  sove* 
reigns  assembled  in  Congress.  Then 
came  Victor  Emanuel  with  his  proclama- 
tion to  the  Genoese,  in  which  he  tells 
them  he  would  make  them  all  very  happy 
under  his  government :  but  so  very  dif- 
ferent were  the  feelings  of  the  Genoese, 
that  to  that  hour  his  Sardinian  majesty 
had  sent  no  troops  to  take  possession  of 
hit  newly  acquired  states,  from  the  fear  of 
their  being  assassinated.  So  strong  were 
the  hostile  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants, 
that  not  one  soldier  had  been  admitted 
into  this  place  that  wa^  to  prove  the  ark 
of  Sardinian  safety  ;  and  he  hoped  to  God 
that  Sardinian  troops  never  would  get 
possession  of  it!  Thus  this  miserable, 
unhappy  court  of  Sardinia,  while  exposed 
to  the  wanton  injustice  and  rapacity  of  the 
House  of  Austria,  which  enaeavoured  to 
lay  hold  of  the  very  citadel  of  Turin,  was 
compelled  to  receive  that  as  a  boon,  which 
instead  of  contributing  to  its  strength, 
would  prove  a  vital  source  of  weakness. 
All  this  had  been  done ;  and  yet  we  were 
intreated  to  watt  till  all  the  transactions 
of  Congress  were  finished.  He  would 
rather  say,  if  this  was  a  sample  of  them, 
what  would  the  full  harvest  be?  He 
should  judge  of  the  Hercules  by  his  foot  j 


Mr.  Bathurst  contended,  that  the  Amend- 
ment which  had  been  moved  did  not  in 
any  manner  negative  the  general  question; 
it  merely  went  to  substitute  another  time, 
which  would  be  more  convenient  for  the 
discussion  than  the  present.  When  that 
time  should  come,  he  had  kio  doubt  that 
the  hon.  niember^s  information,  upon 
which  he  so  coqfidently  relied,  would  be 
found  without  any  foundation,  as  it  mostly 
was — [Hear,  hear !  from  Mr.  Wbitbread]. 
Much  had  been  said  about  the  presence 
of  the  noble  lord  ;  but  were  it  possible, 
by  any  power,  that  the  noble  lord  could 
transport  himself  from  Vienna  to  London 
one  day,  and  from  London  to  Vienna 
another,  it  would  not  make  one  iota  of 
difierence  as  to  the  course  that  ought  to 
be  pursued.  While  such  momentons 
questions  were  in  agitation  at  the  Congress, 
the  good  sense  of  that  House  would  stop 
the  noble  lord,  supposing  it  possible  that 
he  could  be  present  and  willing  to  com* 
municate  what  the  emperor  of  Russia  said 
one  day,  what  the  king  of  Prussia  might 
say  on  another,  and  what  prince  Harden* 
berg  on  a  third.  Yet  a  similar  course 
was  what  the  hon.  mr mber  wished  should 
be  ponued,  in  order  that  Uie  minority  of 
that  House  might  decide  Ihe  mattort  which 
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were  peDdiog»  and,  to  ote  his  owd  Un- 
gttage,  interrupt  the  march  of  the  Congress 
-*[Uear,  hear !  from  Mr.  Whiibread  aod 
Mr.  Laaibtoii].— -He  yras  cheered  by  the 
hon.  member,  aod  the  hon.  mover  of  the 
questioo,;  and,  perhaps,  sach  proceedings 
might  suit  the  ardour    of   their    minds. 
With  regard  to  the  distinguished  indivi* 
dual  to  whom  the  management  of  those 
important  concerns  was  confided,  ii  would 
not  be  eaty  to  find  a  person  more  pecu- 
liarly  qualified  for  the  arduous  post;    a 
character  so  mixed  up  of  fir^nness  in  prin* 
ciple^  and  yet  of  conciliation  in  manner, 
that  it  was  equally  impossible  to  subdue 
the  one  or  to  ruffle  the  other.     He  be* 
lie?ed  bis  noble  friend  would  be  found  to 
have  supported  the  character  and  honour 
of  this  country  in  those  negociations  to  as 
high  a  pitch  as  they  had  eter  attained. 
Tite  boo.  gentleman  had  admitted,  him- 
self, that  it  would  be  impouible  to  discuss 
the  question  of  Genoa  without  undoing  or 
retarding  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress; 
and  that  very  admission  was  an  argument 
for  not  going  into  the  matter  now.    It 
was  not,  indeed,  proper  to  discuss  such 
questions  partially  or  imperfectly.    The 
non*  gentleman  had  said  that  he  should 
look  to  bis  right  hon,  friend  (Mr.  W.  Pole) 
for  the  prodoction  of  certain  papers,  if 
there  should  be  any  attempt  to  withhold 
them  manifetted  by  the  noble  lord  on  bis 
return:  now  he  wonld  ventura  to  affirm, 
that  not  a  word  wu  said  by  hit  right  hon. 
friend  of  any  papen  respecting  Saxony 
and  Poland— [loud  and  reiterated  cheen 
from  the  Opposition].  He  certainly  would 
affirm  it-— [[Hear,  bear !    from  Mr.  Whit* 
bread].    Did  the  hon.  gentleman  mean  to 
imply  that  he  was  uttering  an  untruth? 
[Mr.    Whitbread— «'  Certainly    not."] 
With  regard  to  the  motion  then  before 
the  House,  its  only  object  was  to  obtain 
two  proclamations  issued  by  two  British  of* 
ficert«-[Hear,  hear !  from  the  Opposition]. 
He  was  aware  that  certain  instructions 
were  added ;    bat  they  were  not  before 
the  public  ;  and  it  was  only  on  the  do« 
cuments  that  were  before  the  public  that 
the  discossioB  then  turned.    It  had  been 
asserted,  that  the  boqoor  of  the  country 
was  compromised ;    but  in  reply  to  that 
it  was  affirmed,  that  no  aocb  compromise 
had  taken  place :  and  in  common  justice, 
therefore,  the  judgment  of  the  House  ought 
to  be  suspended  till  the  time  should  arrive 
when  a  full  and  pomplete  explanation 
might  with  propriety  be  given.    For  these 
veasont  he  shojild  support  iho  Amaodmeot. 


Mr.  We(letUy  Pole  explained.  What  he 
stated,  or  meant  to  state,  was,  that  when 
his  noble  friend  came  home,  he  had  no 
doubt  he  would  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  commuuicitting  ample  iuforma- 
tion,  not  only  with  respect  to  Genoa,  but 
of  Poland,  baxuny,  and  every  other  riart 
where  Great  Britain  was  at  all  cuncemed 
in  the  transactions.  He  repeated,  there- 
fore, that  it  was  his  opinion  no  informa- 
tion would  be  withheld ;  but  the  hon. 
gentleman  would  not  take  him  au  pied  dt 
la  leure,  and  suppose  that  every  secret  and 
Confidential  dispatch  would  be  laid  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  tVhubreadexp\a\ntd.  With  respect 
to  the  right  lion,  gentleman  (Mr.  Bathurst), 
he  had  cheered  him,  not  because  he 
doubted  what  he  heard,  but  because  he 
knew  what  he  (Mr.  Whitbread)  heard. 
As  to  the  explanation  of  the  other  right 
hon.  gentleman,  he  was  not  at  all  disap^ 
pointed ;  he  knew  too  much  of  ministers 
to  take  any  thing  which  they  said  am 
fkd  de  la  Utirc 

Mr.  Homer,  In  an  animated  speech, 
took  a  view  of  the  conduct  of  the  British 
got ernment  towards  Genoa.  He  began 
by  stating,  that  if  the  House  rightly  felt 
the  question  then  before  them,  they  would 
be  aware  that  it  depended  in  no  manner 
whatever  upon  any  information  with  re- 
spect to  the  proceedings  of  Congress.  Ha 
certainly  did  not  understand  the  doctrine 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bathurst), 
that  the  House  of  Commons  had  ho  right 
to  interfere  in  any  acta  resulting  from 
negociationt  still  in  progress.  Would  it 
be  said,  that  it  was  not  the  duty  of  that 
House,  when  a  measure  had  been  adopted 
which  involved  the  honour  and  good  faith 
of  the  country,  to  raise  iu  voice,  and,  if 
possible,  stop  the  course  of  those  proceed- 
ings which  tended  to  degrade  the  British 
name  ?  He  would  boldly  affirm,  that  what 
had  been  done  was  contrary  to  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  nation ;  and  he  cared 
not  by  what  negociations,  or  by  what 
motitres  of  policy  that  act  was  preceded. 
The  apparent  breach  of  faith,  the  apparent 
violation  of  national  honour,  the  apparent 
cruelty  and  perfidy  of  the  deed,  might  be 
explamed ;  but  he  was  sure  it  never  could 
be  explained  without  the  abandonment  of 
all  that  constituted  the  moral  greatness 
and  political  dignity  of  a  nation.  1% 
seemed  to  be  acknowledged  on  the  other 
side,  that  the  transaction  bore  on  the  face 
of  it  the  appearance  of  a  breach  of  faith; 
but  it  was  hinted  that  the  general  policj^ 
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or  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  might  hare 
reqaired  it.     He  would  argue  it  in  a  way 
exactly  the  reverse;    and  would  assert, 
that  the  remote  considerations  of  pftlicy 
could  not  be  admitted  into  the  question  at 
all,  without  an  otter  abandonment  of  every 
iDoral  principle.     No  view  of  expediency, 
political,    financial,    or    military,    could 
ever  alier  his  opinion  of  the  transaction 
which  had  taken  place  at  Grenoa.     It  waa, 
indeed,    reviving  the   old    revolutionary 
language.     If  countries  were  to  be  par- 
titioned according  to  the  wHl  of  the  sove- 
reigns assembled  at  the  Congress— if  they 
were  to  indulge  in  the  same  unscrupulous 
practices  which  disgraced  the  worst  pe- 
riods of  the  French  Revolution,  wherein 
did  they  differ  from  those  men  who,  with 
pbilantrophy  in  their  mouths,  were  the 
scourges  of  society  ?     Was  this  to  be  the 
kind  of  general  peace  that  was  promised 
to  Europe  ?   Was  the  attachment  of  people 
to  their  sovereign,  to  their  ancient  laws 
%nd  constitutions,  to  be  totally  disregard- 
ed?    That  such   principles   were    acted 
vpon,  was  manifest  from  the  case  of  Saxony 
arid  Genoa;  but  never  till  the  latter  event, 
was  England  a  party  to  such  enormities. 
The  partition  of  Poland,  though  unfortu- 
nately not  opposed,  was  at  least  not  sanc- 
tioned by  this  country ;  but  now  we  could 
only  feel  remorse  and  self-repcoach   for 
our  share  in  the  perpetration  of  as  great 
an  act  of  injustice  as  any  that  the  annals 
of  revolutionary  France   could    display. 
Knowing  as  we  did  what  it  was  to  possess 
an  ancient  government  of  free  and  equal 
laws,  conscious  of  all  the  hereditary  feel- 
ings of  attachment  which  such  a  govern- 
ment was  calculated  to  inspire,  was  the 
House  now  to  sanction  a  crime  of  this 
magnitude,  with  a  full  impression  on  their 
minds  of  all  the  sufferings  which  it  roust 
have  inflicted  on  the  people  of  Genoa  r 
He  had   to  request  the  attention  of  the 
House   to  the  effect  produced   by  these 
proclamations  on  the  minds  of  the  Genoese 
people,  and  the  military  occurrences  that 
succeeded.  How  different  were  the  hopes  of 
Genoa  last  year  from  ber  present  condi- 
tion !  When  lord  William  Bentinck  landed 
in  Italy,  and  proclaimed  the  independence 
of  Italy,  the  animating  cry  spread  from 
village  to  village,  till  it  pierced  the  walls 
of  Genoa,  and   decided  the  fate  of  the 
French  army  within  them.     It  was  the 
moral  influence  of' that  sentiment  which 
produced  the  eQi^ct,  not  the  point  of  the 
l>ayonet.     Genoa  was  surrendered  by  the 
French,  because  the  people  trusting  to  the 


proclamation  of  a  British  officer,  would 
not  defiend  the  place;  and  what. were  the 
advantages  which  our  (Terfidy  obtained  for 
us  }  By  giving  us  possession  of  the  terri- 
tory round  Genoa,  it  gave  us,  in  effect, 
possession  of  the  whole  of  the  north  of 
Italy.  By  our  promises  we  gained  that 
advantage  ;  and  having  gained  it,  we  vio- 
lated those  promises.  To  the  latest  day 
of  her  servitude  Genoa  could  never  forget 
that  she  owed  her  bondage  to  the  perfidy 
of  Great  Britain.  This  might  throw  them 
into  the  hands  of  France,  who,  as  the 
strongest  part  of  Italy  had  been  transferred 
to  the  weakest  power  in  Europe,  might 
obtain  the  surrender  of  Genoa,  whenever 
they  pleased,  from  the  king  of  Sardinia, 
who  would  sign  its  transfer  in  order  to 
preserve  his  crown.  It  was  to  France 
alone  the  Genoese  could  hereafter  look  ; 
and  it  was  to  France  that  we  had  probably 
consigned  the  future  government  oi  this 
unfortunate  people.  Such  a  consideration 
was,  however,  in  his  mind,  of  far  inferior 
moment  to  the  paramount  question  re- 
specting which  the  House  was  called  oa 
to  decide— Had  the  faith  of  this  country 
been  violated*— aye  or  no}  All  the  facts 
on  which  such  a  decision  ought' to  be 
founded,  were  before  them ;  they  were 
contained  in  two  documents,  the  genuine- 
ness and  authenticity  of  which  it  bad  not 
been  attempted  to  deny.  If  the  facts  were 
admitted,  no  considerations  of  policy 
could  alter  or  jutttify  them.  That  naa 
must  have  a  peculiar  constitution  of  mind 
who  could  suffer  any  notions  of  political^ 
commercial,  military,  or  financial  expe- 
diency, to  enter  at  all  into  his  estimate  of 
the  character  and  justification  of  a  direct 
breach  of  a  moral  obligation.  Someibing 
had  been  said,  of  the  effiect  that  might  be 
produced  elsewhere,  by  such  discussions 
as  the  present.  He  cared  not  what  effect 
might  be  produced :  on  such  an  occasion 
be  considered  it  to  be  the  boonden  doty  of 
every  member  to  state  his  impressions, 
and  leave  those  impressions  to  produce 
the  eff'ect  that  belonged  to  them  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe. 

Mr.  Stephen  said,  that  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Batburst)  had  really 
treated  this  question  as  one  of  mixed 
policy  and  justice,  be  was  not  one  of 
those  the  constitution  of  whose  miod 
would  have  allowed  him  to  hesitate  a 
moment  in  supporting  the  present  molioii. 
He  should  not  then  have  thought  it  neces- 
sary either  to  wait  for  or  listen  to  any  de- 
fence.   If  the  pledged  faith  and  aacred 
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honour  of  Greal  Britain  had  been  violated, 
DO  conceivable  advantages  would  weigh 
in  hit  mind  more  I  bun  dust  in  the  balance 
against  that  sentence  of  condemnation 
which  he  hoped  would  ever  attend  fuch 
palpable  delinquency.  The  crime^  how- 
ever, was  denied  by  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters, who  only  required  of  the  House  not 
to  prejudge  a  question  which  would  come 
on  to  be  heard  in  its  proper  place,  and  be 
accompanied  by  proper  evidence.  He 
did  not  think  it  would  be  too  great  a 
ftrelch  of  courtesy  to  respect  this  declara- 
tion, and  to  suspend  their  opinion  upon 
this  question  till  they  should  possess  all 
the  means  of  fairly  trying  it.  Tlie  bon. 
member  for  Bedford  had,  on  a  former 
evening^  referred  to  a  document,  the 
authenticity  of  which  he  doubted,  but 
which  puf  ported  to  be  an  instrument  of 
consent  on  the  part  of  the  Genoese  to  the 
union  of  the  state  with  that  of  Piedmont. 
Sorely  if  there  was  then  any  reason  to 
suppose  that  such  a  protocol  had  been 
registered  in  Congress,  the  importance  of 
its  bearing  on  the  question  of  justice  ought 
alone  to  suspend  the  deliberations  of  the 
House.  He  admired  the  display  of  talents 
made  by  his  hon.  and  learned  mend,  who 
had  seconded  the  motion ;  but  he  thought 
there  was  no  person  who  ought  to  be 
more  cautious  against  coming  to  precipi- 
tate conclusions  on  subjects  of  national  law 
and  civil  justice.  He  had  been  glad  to 
hear  that  the  honour  and  bish  character 
of  this  country  were  eitolled  in  the  re- 
cesses ol  the  Alps ;  and  when  he  consi- 
dered virho  were  the  men  that  had  placed 
them  on  their  present  lofty  pinnacle,  be 
thought  it  would  hardly  be'  justice  to  the 
noble  lord  who  was  now  on  his  return,  to 
condemn  him  without  a  hearing. 

Mr.  S^onaoniy  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
the  reasons  from  which  the  opposition  to 
the  present  motion  sprung.  Was  the 
ground  of  the  defence  of  ministers  the 
onaothenticiiy  of  lord  William  Bentinck's 
proclamation  ?  Was  it  a  forgery  ?  If  so, 
%^hy,  then,  object  to  a  motion  which  would 
at  once  acquit  them  of  the  heavy  respon- 
sibility with  which  they  stood  charged  ? 
}4o  one  would  venture  to  assert  that  to  be 
the  ground  of  their  defence  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  admitted  the  subsUnce  of  the 
accusation.  Neither  would  it  be  hinted, 
as  their  subterfuge  or  defence,  that  lord 
William  Bentiock  had  no  power  to  pledge 
the  faith  of  the  coontry-^that,  in  fact,  he 
-had  exceeded  the  powers  intrusted  to  him. 
Mo  snch  bint  woold  be  thrown  out.    He 


knew  that  noble  lord,  and  believed  him  as 
incapable  of  signing  the  first  proclamation 
to  the  Genoese,  without  authority,  as  he 
would  be  in  afterwards  violating  it  with- 
out imperative  command.  He  would  as 
soon  believe  this,  as  that  the  most  honour* 
able  man  would  commit  the  basest  action. 
It  was  ridiculous  to  argue,  that  the  whole 
of  the  case  was  not  before  them;  the 
whole  of  it  was,  unless,  indeed,  the  public 
papers  moved  for,  as  having  been  issued, 
were  at  once,  from  authority,  declared 
forgeries.  Had  sir  J.  Dalrymple  also 
acted  unadvisedly }  Would  that  defence 
be  set  up  ?  If  these  points  would  not  be 
denied,  on  what  grounds,  he" would  asi^ 
could  hia  Majetty^s  government  attempt 
to  acquit  this  country  of  being  a  party  to 
so  foul  and  base  an  action  ?  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  concluded  by  contending  that 
there  was  sofficienl  information  before  the 
House  for  it,  to  enter  into  the  subject,  and 
that  he  hoped  ministera  would  be  able  to 
pat  forth  some  justification  against  so  fotd 
a  charge. 

Mr.  LamhiiM,  in  reply,  stated,  that  to  see 
whether  there  remained  a  spark  of  ancient 
Etoglish  spirit  in  the  breasts  of  the  rfepre* 
sentatives  of  the  nation,  he  should  call  for 
a  division.    A  division  then  took  place. 

For  the  previous  question  ••115 

Against  Mr.  Lambton's  Motion...  66 
Majority  •••••....•••m 

\Uqfthc  lUmoHty. 

Hurst,  R. 
Homer,  F. 
LambtoQ,  J.  G. 
langton,  G. 
Lyttelton,  W.  H. 
Leader,  W. 
Mackintosh,  sir  J4 
Milton,  lord 
Morpeth,  lord 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Martin,  H. 
Moore,  P. 
NeviUe,  K. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
North,  D. 
Ossulston,  lord 
Power,  R. 
Pym,  F. 
l4oby,  lord 
Pnttie,  F.  A. 
Philips,  G. 
Ponsonby,  G. 
PoDsonby,  W. 
Ridley,  M.  W. 
Romilly,  sir  S. 
Rowley,  sir  W. 
Ramsdeu.  J.  C. 
Smith,  W. 


Abercr6mhie,  J. 
Anson,  G. 
Barham,  J. 
Bennet,  H.  G. 
Baring,  sir  T. 
Baring,  A. 
Bernanl,  A. 
Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Campbell. 
Caiew,R«S. 
Calvert,  C. 
Daly.  J. 
Dundas,  L. 
Douglas. 
Elliot,  W. 
Fitzroy,  lord  J. 
Fremantle,  W.  H. 
Ferguson,  J. 
Grant,  J.  P. 
Gordon,  R. 
Geary,  sir  W. 
Guise,  sir  W. 
GrenfelL  P, 
Grcenhill,  R. 
Heathcote,  sir  G. 
Howorth,  H. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Heron,  sir  R. 
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Shelley,  T. 
Talbot,  11.  W* 
Tierney,  G. 
Whitbread,  S. 


Wynn,  C. 
Wharton,  J. 
Wilkins,  W. 
Walpole,  G. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WedMtday^  February  22. 

Gaol  Fees  Abolition  Bill.]  On  the 
fnotioD|  that  this  Bill  be  read  a  second 
lime. 

Sir  W,  Ofr<»  said,  he  should  certainly  feel 
it  hts  duty  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
on  the  Billi  by  moving  that  instead  of  its 
being  now  read«  it  should  be  read  that  day 
six  months.  The  Bill  would  be  most  uii* 
just  in  its  operation  upon  the  gaols  ol'  the 
city  of  London,  because  as  the  fees  in 
those  gaols  were  to  be  abolished,  and 
not  in  the  King's- bench.  Fleet,  and  Mar- 
shalsea  prisons,  the  consequence  would 
be  that  prisoners  would  remove  themselves 
from  the  latter  to  Newgale  and  the  other 
city  gaols,  which  would  thus  become 
over-crowded. 

Mr.  Bennet  explained  the  reason  why 
lie  exeepted  these  prisons.    They   were 
not  prisons  belonging  either  to  a  particular 
town  or  county,  but  generally  appertain* 
ing  to  the  country  at  large.  Even  in  those 
gaols,  however,  be  was  no  advocate  for 
the  continuance  of  fees.    He  had  already 
given  notice  of  a  commission  to  inquire 
into  them,  which  he  hoped  would  termi- 
nate with  their  entire  abolition.     Upon 
the  present  occasion  he  did  not  like  to 
clog  his  Bill  with  additional  clauses,  which 
might  endanger  its  progress,  as  was  the 
case  last  session ;  but  it  would  be  compe* 
tent  for  any  member  to  submit  any  clause 
which  he  might  deem  expedient.     With 
reference  to  the  additional  expense,  which 
it  was  said  the  Bill,  in  its  present  form, 
would  entail  upon  the  city  of  London,  he 
bad  reason  to  think  it  greatly  exagge- 
rated;   and    notwithstanding    the    pane- 
gyric which  had  been  on  a  former  occa- 
sion pronounced  on  the  state  of  the  cily 
gaols,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that 
great  improvements  were  still  essentially 
necessary.     In    some    the  allowance  of 
food  was  scanty  and  wretched  ;  in  others 
no    religious    attendance    was    afibrded. 
Here  the  hon.  gentleman  referred  to  the 
report  on  this  subject,  and  shewed,  that 
notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mon council  in  1810,  the  magistracy  ol 
London  took  no  efiective  steps  until  the 
following  year.    In  the  severe  winter  of 
18lS,  he  had  himself  witnessed  in  one  of 
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those  prisons  the  utmost  wretchedness :  in 
a  small  ropm  containing  thirteen,  six  were 
without  bedding  or  covermg  of  any  kind. 
The  hon.  member  also  remarked  upon  the 
laxity  of  morals  which  prevailed  m  those 
receptacles. 

6ir  James  S^w  agreed  in  the  principle  of 
the  Bill;  his  only  objection  was,  that  it  did 
not  embrace  ail  the  gaols, of  the  metrop«ilis. 
The  late  crowded  state  of  the  prisons* 
which  alone  caused  the  privations  com- 
plained of,  arose  from  the  uiimber  of  per- 
sons confined  (aud  mo«tly  committed  by 
their  own  Iriends)  fur  the  purpose  of 
claiming  the  benefii  of  the  Iiuolvent  Act, 
However  scanty  the  allowance  to  pri- 
soners might  hc^ve  appeared  to  the  boa. 
gentleman,  he  could  assure  him  it  amounted 
to  a  very  large  sum. 

Mr.  ^o(fori<  explained  the  nature  of  the 
Bill.     In  many  counties  of  England  the 
i'te8  were  already  abolished  in  the  gaols, 
and  the  effect  of  the  present  Bill  would 
be  to  abolish  them  generaily.    The  three 
prisons   alluded   to   were    not    included, 
because  they  had  nothing  to  do    with 
county  rates ;  they  belonged  to  particular 
cooru,  and  persons  from  every  part  of 
the  empire  might  be  transferred  to  them. 
He  had  discoursed  with  the  keepers  of 
many  prisons  upon  the  utility  of  ket,  and 
among  others  with  Mr.  Newman^  who 
was  a  man  of  great  humanity  of  character; 
they  all  agreed  that  they  might  be  abo- 
lished to  great  advantage ;  and  Mr.  New- 
man said,  their  only  use,  if  any,  was,  that 
prisoners  who  coukl  not  pay  their  fees 
sometimes  behaved  the  better,  in  hopee 
that  the  keeper  might  forgive  them.  Tbat» 
however,  was  but  a  partial  effect,  that 
might,  in  some  instances,  result  from  the 
practice,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  held  out 
as  a  general  principle.    The  hon.  alder- 
men had  done  their  duty  to  their  consti- 
tuenu,  by  standing  op  against  a  measure 
of  general  benefit   to  the  kingdom— [• 
laogbj— and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
do  its  duty  by  protecting  a  prisoner  who 
had  cleared  himself  by  law,  but  who  waa 
prevented  from  regaining  his  liberty,  ex- 
cept by  the  forbearance  of  his  gaoler,  or 
the  casual  bounty  of  benevolent  indivi- 
duals. 

Sir  IV.  Cwrtii  explained,  and  said,  be 
would  not  oppose  the  Bill,  if  it  included 
all  the  prisons  of  the  empire. 

Mr.  H*  Sutmner  said,  the  King^s^bench, 
Fleet,  and  Marsbalsea  prisons  had  been 
exempted,  from  the  peculiarity  of  the  cir* 
cumstances  in  which  they  happened  l# 
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be  placed ;  bot  be  had  no  doobl*  when 
that  was  understood,  some  regulation  re- 
fpecting  them  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  AUlerman  Atkku  contended  that 
the  hon.  mover  had  not  done  justice  to 
the  city  of  London,  by  omitting  to  men* 
tion  that  a  new  prison  was  now  building 
for  the  reception  of  debtors,  which  would 
prevent  the  other  prisons  from  being  so 
crowded.  The  corporation  of  the  city 
bad  endeaTOured  to  meet  the  feelings  of 
the  House,  bot  it  appeared  they  were  still 
under  iis  displeasure. 

Mr.  Gordom  thought  that  much  blame 
attached  to  the  city  magistrates.  Want 
of  room  did  not  surely  infolve  a  paucity 
of  food  and  fqel. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikint,  in  explanation, 
aaid,  that  each  prisoner  in  Newgate  was 
allowed  fourteen  ounces  of  bread  per  day, 
and  a  certain  proportion  of  meat,  which 
depended,  however,  upon  the  number  of 
prisoners. 

Mr.  Holford  said,  that  when  he  made 
inquiries  he  found  that  instead  of  fourteen 
ounces  of  bread  the  prisoners  received 
only  ten,  and  that  instead  of  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  meat,  they  very  ohen  received 
none. 

Mr.  Alderman  Smkh  said,  the  prisoners 
always  had  their  proper  allowance,  some* 
times  more  and  sometimes  less  [a  laugh]. 
What  he  meant  was,  that  the  number  of 
prisoners  who  received  the  allowance  was 
aometiroes  more  and  sometimes  less,  aitd 
that  the  distribution  to  each  prisoner  was 
in  proportion.  He  contended  also  that 
the  prisons  in  London  were  better  con- 
ducted than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
kingdom* 

Ine  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

Couars  op  Jusnce.]  Mr.  Siepkem  said, 
that  he  rose  with  great  reluctance  to  no- 
tice a  misrepresenution  of  his  speech  last 
night,  on  the  subject  of  the  Bill  of  a  right 
hon.  baronet,  for  inquiring  into  abuses  in 
the  Courts  of  Justice.  If  the  error  in  a 
morning  paper,  in  which  his  sentiments 
bad  been  misrepresented,  were  suffered 
to  pass  unnoticed  by  him,  it  would  be 
calculated  to  give  offence  to  the  feelings 
of  others  as  it  had  done  to  his  own.  He 
was  much  surprised  on  being  told  this 
morning,  before  he  had  read  any  of  the 
papers,  that  one  of  them  had  reported  him 
to  have  admitted  the  existence  of  abuses 
in  m  particular  department,  meaning  that 
of  the  masters  in  Chancery,  and  to  have 
oaid,  that  he  voted  on  that  ground  for  the 


proposed  commission  of  inquiry.  The 
hoQ.  and  learned  gentleman  then  read  the 
whole  of  the  misrepresentation  he  com* 
plained  of ;  and  observed,  that  so  far  from 
faavitog  acknowledged  the  diicovery  of 
any  abuses,  he  had  said  that  no  ground  had 
been  made  out  of  the  existence  of  abuses 
in  that  department,  and  if  any  gentle- 
man  could  prove  their  existence,  the  mea* 
sure  should  have  his  vote.  It  must  be  in 
the  recollection  of  most  of  the  |fentlem«| 
who  now  heard  him,  that  this  was  the 
very  reverse  of  what  he  had  skid  in  the 
lask  evening's  debate,  when,  in  conse«» 
quence  of  an  alliMioo  made  to  his  vote  on 
the  former  occasion,  he  had  risen  to  ex« 
plain  the  grounds  of  it*  He  had  then,  aa 
before,  condenmed  the  inqoiry,  aa  not 
being  called  for  by  any  abosea  either 
proved,  or  distinctly  alleged  to  exist,  but 
gave  the  reason  why  he  had  voted  for  i^ 
after  having  expressed  that  opinion  a^inst 
it.  It  was  becahse,  finding  some  insmna* 
tions  which  seemed  to  point  at  the  office 
of  the  masters  in  Chancery,  among  those 
in  which  abuses  were  supposed  to  exist  % 
he  had  invited  explanation  on  that  point, 
and  had  declared,  that  if  any  gentleman 
would  assert  the  existence  of  abuses  in 
that  quarter,  he  would  vote  for  the  in- 
quiry. And  an  hon*  and  learned  member 
having,  in  reply,  declared  his  belief  in 
such  abuses,  though  not  as  proceeding 
from  the  masters  themselves,  he  had 
thought  it  became  him  to  vote  for  the 
motion.  Such  was  the  explanation  ho 
had  given  the  last  night ;  and  it  was,  to 
be  sure,  a  very  extraordinary  misrepre* 
sentation  of  it,  to  state  that  he  had  ad« 
mitted  the  existence  of  the  abuses  in  qoes* 
tion.  It  was  to  make  the  challenging 
inquiry  a  confession  of  the  charge*  U 
was  virtuslly  to  make  him  impute  blame, 
not  to  himself  only,  but  to  his  colleagues, 
than  whom  men  of  purer  honour  were  not 
to  be  found  in  his  Majesty's  dominions. 
It  was  impossible  that  he  could  pass  over 
such  a  misrepresentation  unnoticed ;  jret 
as  he  did  not  suppose  it  to  be  wilful,  he 
would  content  himself  with  having  thus 
publicly  corrected  it* 

CommittxbovWays  AND  Means.}  On 
the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, the  House  resolved  into  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  the 
purpose  of  re- considering  aome  of  the 
resolutions,  the  further  proceedings  on 
which  were  postponed  yesterday  evening. 

Mr.  CretfM»  assunuog  that  the  now 
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taxes  proposed  woald  be  sofficient  for  the 
payment  of  the  charge  of  the  loan  for  the 
present  year»  wished  to  kn9W  from  the 
right  hoQ.  gentleman*  if  it  was  likely  they 
would  continue  to  be  sufficient  for  the 
provision  for  the  charges  on  the  loans  that 
would  be  required  during  the  four  years 
that  it  was  calculated  the  winding-up  of 
the  arrears  of  the  war  would  takei  or 
whether  the  country  was  to  be  liable  to 
additional  taxes  for  that  purpose  ? 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Exohequer  replied, 
that  under  all  the  circumstance  of  the  case 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  give  a  defi- 
nitive answer,  but  such  as  he  could  afford 
lie  would  be  happy  to  make  to  the  hon. 
gentleman.  The  plan  which  he  had 
stated  the  other  evening  certainly  pro- 
ceeded on  the  supposition,  that  instead  of 
performing  that  operation  at  once,  the 
funding  of  the  arrears  of  the  war  should  be 
diOused  over  four  years.  The  taxes  wh  ich 
be  had  proposed  were  calculated  to  be 
sufficient,  not  only  to  the  payment  of  the 
charge  on  the  loan  of  the  present  year, 
but  to  the  payment  of  the  charge  on  the 
loans  dufing  the  four  years  to  which  he 
had  alluded;  at  the  same  time  some 
addition  might  be  necessary.  It  was  to 
be  considered,  that  the  peace  establish- 
ment would  be  on  a  more  expensive  scale 
than  it  had  ever  been  on  former  occasions, 
and  that  during  the  four  years  there  would 
be  a  necessity  to  provide  for  the  charges 
oo  a  loan  of  4  or  5  millions  in  each  year. 

Mr.  Tftemey  was  desirous  to  know  if  he 
was  to  understand  that  the  six  millions 
derived  from  the  prolonged  war  taxes 
were  to  be  so  derived  during  the  four 
years,  together  with  the  five  kuillions  of 
new  taxes.'  At  the  close  of  the  winding 
up,  what  would  become  of  those  six  mil- 
lions? 

.  The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  six  millions  certainly  formed  a 

tart  of  the  J  3  millions  revenue  which  he 
ad  recommended  to  be  raised.  It  would 
be  for  the  wisdom  of  parliament,  at  a  fu- 
ture period,  on  a  comparison  of  what 
might  appear  to  be  the  necessary  esta- 
blishment of  that  period  with  the  means 
possessed  by  the  country  to  maintain  it, 
to  determine  on  the  disposition  of  those 
six  millions. 

Mr.  Tierney  observed,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  then  supposed  that  the* 
war  taxes  in  question  would  continue  to 
produce  six  millions. 

The  C^anceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  replied 
ia  the  affirmatiye. 
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,Mr.  Poneonby  observed,  that  parliament 
were  in  consequence  voting  supplies,  not 
for  the  present  year  alone,  but  for  four 
years  t5  come.  When  did  the  ri^ht  hon. 
gentleman  mean  to  inform  the  House  of 
the  extent  of  the  peace  establishment 
which  he  intended  to  advise  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  would  take  the  earliest  opportu- 
nity that  circumstances  would  allow,  of 
making  a  particular  statement  on  that 
subject.  As  to  the  supply,  parliament 
were  merely  voting  the  supply  for  the 
present  year. 

Sir  GUberi  Heaihcole,  adverting  to  a  ru- 
mour which  he  described  as  prevalent,  of 
an  intention  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's 
government  to  appropriate  a  part  of  the 
taxes  now  to  be  raised  to  the  purpose  of 
repairing  the  fortresses  of  Belgium,  begged 
to  know  whether  or  not  that  was  the  fact  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  him  at  that  time 
to  give  an  answer  to  the  hon.  baronet's 
question. 

The  Resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

Statb  of  the  Corn  Laws.")  The  order 
of  the  day  being  read,  for  taking  into 
further  consideration  the^  report  which, 
upon  Friday  last,  was  made  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom 
it  was  referred  to  consider  of  the  State  of 
the  Corn  Laws ;  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
said  Report  be  referred  to  the  committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  it  is  referred 
to  considcLr  further  of  the  state  of  the  Com 
Laws.  And  the  order  of  the  day  being 
read,  for  the  House  to  resolve  iuelf  into 
the  said  committee. 

Colonel  Gore  Langton  opposed  the  mo- 
tion. The  country,  after  a  war  of  unpa- 
ralleled taxation,  and  in  the  moment  of 
anticipated  plenty,  .ought  not,  he  said,  to 
be  disappointed  by  such  a  measure  as  that 
proposed.  He  did  in  his  conscience  be« 
lieve  that  the  sentiments  of  tlfe  great  ma* 
jority  of  the  people  on  this  subject— an 
opinion,  formerly  expressed  so  strongly- 
remained  unaltered  ;  and  that  they  looked 
with  fearful  apprehension  to  any  change 
being  made  in  thv  corn  laws. 

General  Gatcojfne  was  convinced,  that  it 
was  from  the  necessity  of  postponing  the 
measure  last  year,  that  it  was  lost.  Aa 
hon.  member  had  stated,  that  this  procras- 
tination had  siven  an  opportunity  for  m 
farther  investigation  of  the  subject,  and 
that  he  thought  it  likely  to  be  more  satis- 
factory.    He   was   conviced,    howevei^ 


961] 


SitUe  ^ihg  Cam  Lawi. 


Feb.  22,  1815. 


[m 


tKai  ibe  people  at  large  remained  moch  in 
ibe  same  eentimeht  as  they  entertained 
last  year,  and  this  sentiment  was  again 
expressed  by  the  innumerable  petitions 
which  crowded  the  table  of  the  House. 
There  was  scarcely  a  large  town  in  the 
kingdom  which  had  not  sent  up  its  prayer, 
that  no  alteration  might  be  made  in  the 
corn  laws.  They  had  seen  no  other  ahe» 
ration  take  place,  in  consequence  of  the 
labours  of  the  committee,  but  an  increase 
in  the  price  of  bread  ;  and  though  it  had 
been  said,  that  those  wbo  were  guided 
by  reason,  rather  than  by  feeling,  were 

Senerally  right,  he  was^  of  an  opinion 
ircctly  the  contrary ;  for  in  whatever  re- 
lated to  the  subsistence  of  human  life, 
those  who  wer^  guided  by  feeling  were 
aure  to  have  reason  on  their  side.  The 
House  being  composed  of  the  great  body 
of  landholders  in  the  kingdom,  and  the 
representatives  of  the  people,  most  come 
to  the  discussion  with  feelings  of  another 
kind.  He  did  not  mean  to  say,  that  there 
would  be  any  bias  on  their  mindi  on  this 
account,  but  only  that  having  an  interest 
in  the  land,  their  feelings  could  not  be 
€jcpected  lo  be  the  same  as  those  of  the 
populace  at  large,  who  subsisted  on  the 
produce  of  the  land.  It  appeareil  a  most 
extraordinary  part  of  the  measure,  that 
the  House  was  called  on  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  corn  into  the  country  for 
three  months;  and  that  there  was  still  to 
be  an  importation  going  on  under  the 
warehousing  system.  As  corn  was  a  very 
perishable  commodity,  he  conceived  that 
when  it  was  imported  into  this  country, 
to  be  kept  in  warehouse  till  the  price  at- 
a«ined  a  certain  height,  there  must  be 
ftome  provision  made  for  the  importer, 
who  would  otherwise  sustain  a  dead  loss 
upon  his  property.  Unless  some  clause 
wrere  introduced  to  this  effect,  the  conse* 
qoence  would  be  most  serious,  and  no 
persons  would  be  induced  to  import.  But 
tbis  might  be  said  to  be  only  one  of  the 
mumttut  of  the  subject  On  the  principal 
point,  it  woold,  in  his  opinion,  be  most  ju- 
dicious in  government  to  reduce  the  im* 
poitation  price  lo  72«.  which  would  be  a 
oottcient  protection  to  the  farmer.  The 
first  consideration  should  be  the  interest 
of  the  consumer.  The  main  body  of  the 
pcfople  were  the  consumers,  and  not  the 
jurowers.  It  was  justly  observed  by  Adam 
Smith,  that  the  questions  which  must  al* 
ways  be  acquiesced  in  were  those  which 
related  to  religious  opinions  and  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life.  He  was  confident  that 
(VOL.  XXIX.) 


the  price  now  proposed  was  laid  too  high. 
It  was  jmpoesible  that  the  importation  of 
foreign  corn  could  produce  the  injury  de* 
scribed;  for  it  had  been  admitted  and 
proved  that  the  whole  annual  quantity  did 
not  exceed'  one-fortieth  part  of  the  con- 
sumption ;  it  was  impossible  that  this  one 
part  could  affect  the  price  of  the  thirty* 
nine,  though  that  of  the  latter  might  affect 
the  price  of  the  one  part.  There  were, 
certainly,  some  causes  which  had  ope* 
rated  of  late,  to  aff*ect  the  quantity  con* 
sumed ;  one  of  these  was  the  return  of  the 
great  number  of  prisoners  of  war,  who 
amounted  to  about  100,000.  This  must 
have  had  some  eff*ect.  Another  cause 
was  the  dumber  of  persons  who  had 
gone  from  this  country  to  visit  the  conti« 
nent,  and  who  miffht  amount  lo  $0  or 
60|000.  The  combined  effect  produced 
by  this  change  must  have  produced  more 
effect  than  had  been  counteracted  by  the 
importation  of  foreign  corn.  If  this  waft 
the  case,  we  were  likely  to  have  bread 
cheaper;  and  if  encouragement  was  given 
to  the  landed  interest  to  continue  the 
price  at  805.  it  could  not  be  expected  thai 
they  would  make  any  great  reduction  in 
their  rents*  He  thought  that  this  was  n6 
more  a  time  to  settle  the  price  of  bread  or 
rent,  than  to  settle  what  should  be  the 
expenses  of  the  peace  establishment,  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  had 
said  could  not  be  ascertained  for  four  or 
five  years  to  come.  He  was  firmly  of 
opinion,  that  before  the  House  should 
separate  for  the  soinmer  recess,  the  price 
of  bread,  which  we  were  now  eating  at 
less  than  a  shilling,  woold  be  nearer 
eighteen-pence.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  agree  to  go  into  a  committee  on 
the  subject,  wherein  clause  by  clanse 
might  be  discussed. 

Mr.  Rose  intended  no  opposition  to  the . 
present  motion,  fbr  he  thought  the  mea* 
sure  would  be  best  discussed  in  a  com- 
mittee.  The  House  had  determined  upon 
having  a  statement  npon  this  subject; 
and  not  being  prepared  to  make  one 
themselves,  had  referred  it  to  a  committee, 
who  had  sitten  and  presented  the  House 
with  their  report:  and  now  the  House 
were  called  upon  to  say,  **  I  will  shot  my 
ears  to  your  statement,  and  take  up  the 
case  as  it  is,  and  not  discuss  whether  any 
alteration  in  the  price  of  corn  be  necessary 
or  no."  He  was  as  anxious  for  the  low 
prfce  of  bread  as  his  hon.  friend,  but  he 
differed  with  him  upon  the  propriety  of 
of  the  present  division* 

(8Q) 
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Mr.  Gore  Langtcn  said, that,  conscioas  of 
the  rectitade  of  his  intentions,  no  conside- 
ration upon  earth  should  induce  him  to 
withdraw  his  present  intention  of  dividing 
the  House. 

Mr.  Calcraft  thought  it  necessary,  from 
the  situation  in  which  he  stood,  to  say  a 
few  words.  As'  he  agreed  in  principle 
with  ^the  hon.  gentleman,  he  regretted  he 
should  not  be  able  to  vote  with  him ;  but 
understanding  the  resolutions  were  to  be 
taken  into  discussion  in  detail,  so  as  to 
jafibrd  an  opportunity  of  explaining  their 
principles,  he  agreed  in  the  propriety  of 
^oing  into  a  committee.  Thinking,  how- 
ever, the  cheapness  of  corn  essential  to 
the  prosperity  of  the  country,  he  should 
^endeavour  so  to  modify  the  resolutions  (if 
they  were  suffered  to  pass  at  all),  as  to 
Tender  them  less  mischievous ;  and  if  they 
could  not  be  so  modified,  he  should  oppose 
the  whole  Bill  on  the  principle  stated  by 
the  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Proihcroe  said,  that  his  opinions 
vvere  very  similar  to  those  of  the  hon. 
^ntleman  who  had  just  sat  down.  He 
opposed  the  proposition  in  the  first  in- 
stance ;  but  as  the  House  had  got  into  the 
jniddle  of  the  discussion,  he  did  not  think 
it  would  be  fair  to  interrupt  it. 
.  Mr.  Whitbread  declared,  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  to  go  to  the  division  upon 
jlhis  question  without  stating  the  mischiefs 
ihat  he  thought  likely  to  result  from  the 
faon.  gentleman's  perseverance  in  opposing 
the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair.  One 
thing  every  bod}*  must  .  be  aware  of, 
namely,  that  on  such  a  subject  as  the  pre- 
fent,  any  thing  like  heat  or  irritation  was 
jmost  earnestly  to  be  deprecated.  What 
his  opinions  on  the  main  question  were, 
lie  would  at  that  time  abstain  from  men- 
tioning ;  but  he  thought  it  unfair  by  the 
0tep  taken  by  the  hon.  gentleman  to  create 
false  impressions,  and  to  force  persons  to 
▼ote  in  apparently  direct  contradiction  to 
their  principles,  because  that  apparent 
contradiction  was  involved  in  their  disin- 
clination to  interrupt  the  discussion  of  the 
subject.  He  hoped  the  hon.  gentleman 
^vas  not  inexorable.  If,  however,  he 
should  prove  so,  he  hoped  he  would  find 
bimself  in  a  very  small  minority  indeed. 

Mr.  Skaio  Ltfcorc  said,  that  if  this  were 
the  only  opportunity  ^ of  opposing  the 
principle  of  the  proposed  measure,  he 
might  perhaps  vote  with  the  hon.  gentle- 
man who  opposed  the  Speaker's  leaving 
the  chair ;  but  as  there  would  be  many 
opportunities  for  takiog  the  sense  of  the 
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House  on  that  principle,  be  should  cer» 
tainly  support  the  original  motion. 

Mr.  Fhilipi  lamented  the  persereranca 
of  the  hon.  gentleman,  and  declared,  that 
whatever  might  be  his  opinions  on  tha 
main  question,  he  must  vote  for  the  codi?* 
m  it  tee. 

Mr.  Homer  expressed  a  high  respect 
for  the  hon.  gentleman  who  opposed  the 
motion,  but  felt  that  he  could  not  vote 
with  him.  Probably  his  sentiments  oa 
the  main  subject  were  not  less  decided 
than  those  entertained  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man ;  but  in  dividing  against  him,  he  did 
not  conceive  that  he  was  departing  from 
consistency.  He  came  down  to  the 
House  with  a  sincere  desire  of  hearing  the 
question  fully  discussed ;  for  however 
strong  might  be  his  own  opinions,  be 
thought  it  due  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject  to  hear  the  opinions  of  all  who  had 
considered  it,  and  to  ascertain  the  various 
modes  in  which  the  evidence  which  had 
been  adduced  had  struck  various  minds. 

The  House  then  divided : 
For  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chai  r  1 97 

Against  it • • ....^.•.      6 

Majority 191 

List  of  the  Minoriiy. 

Atkins,  alderman  Shaw,  sir  James 
Calvert,  Charles  Tellers. 

Leigh,  R.  Holt  Curtis,  sir  W. 

Lubbock,  J.  W.  Langton,  col.  Grore. 
Smithy  alderman  C. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Baring  rose — 

Mr.  Robinson  thought  as  the  three 
first  Resolutions  were  not  objected  to,  it 
might  perhaps  be  as  well  to  pass  them  at 
once,  and  take  the  discussion  on  the 
general  question  when  they  came  to  the 
rourlh. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  his  observations  would 
be  founded  on  the  fourth  Resolution,  which 
brought  the  whole  -subject  before  the 
House. 

The  three  first  Resolutions  were  then 
read  and  agreed  to.  On  the  fourth  Reso- 
lution, which  fixes  the  prices  at  which 
wheat  shall  be  imported,  Mr.  Rose  and 
Mr.  Baring  offered  tp  address  the  com* 
mittee.    The  chairman  named  Mr.  Rose. 

Mr.  Whuhread  reminded  the  chairman 
that  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Baring)  baring 
risen  to  speak  before  the  right  hoo.  gen- 
fleman  proposed  to  pass  his  three  first 
Resolutions,  might  be  regarded  as  having 
poiMBiion  of  the  committee. 
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Mr.  Ro9e  denied  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
maa  had  been  in  possession  of  the  com- 
Boittee.  He  had  offered  himself  thus 
earty,  in  consequence  of  bis  having  been 
called  on  by  the  hon.  gentleman  on. a 
former  day.  He  was  very  willing,  how- 
everi  to  give  way  to  biro,  as  he  bad  no 
wish  to  trespass  on  the  committee  before 
they  were  perfectly  at  leisure  to  hear 
bim. 

Mr.  Baring  then  said,  that  he  would 
certainly  have  given  way  to  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Rose),  if  it  had  not  been 
understood  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
moTe  an  amendment  to  the  Resolutions 
DOW  before  the  committee.  Had  he 
known,  howeTer,  that  the  right  lion,  gen- 
tleman would  use  the  same  line  of  conduct 
which  he  followed  last  year,  for  the  sake 
of  the  cau9e  in  which  he  felt  an  interest, 
he  would  have  left  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man to  have  taken  that  part  which  be  now 
entered  upon  himself.  But  he  had  seen 
with  regret,  that  on  a  former  night  no 
part  was  taken  in  the  debate  by  the  right 
Don.  gentleman,  and  it  was  natural  for 
faim  to  conclude  that  he  had  altered  his 
opinion. 

His  own  opinion  upon  the  principle 
upon  which  the  measure  before  the  House 
proceeded,  remained  unaltered.  The 
aabject  had  been  before  the  House  last 
session  and  the  session  before,  and  nothing 
had  passed,  to  induce  him  to  alter  the  opi- 
nion which  he  then  delivered  respecting 
the  course  which  he  considered  it  was  the 
particular  duty  of  tbe  House  to  pursue  as 
to  the  general  principle.  But  he  was 
willing  to  allow  that  there  existed  a  con« 
siderable  state  of  distress  in  tbe  agricul- 
tural interest  of  tbe  country  at  tbe  present 
moment,  arising  from  a  derangement  of 
the  circulation  and  property  of  the  coun- 
try. Whaterer,  therefore,  might  be  his 
opinion  as  to  the  general  principle,  it  was 
his  duty  to  endeavour  to  find  a  remedy,  if 
possible,  to  what  be  considered  a  temporary 
distress.  Though  in  a  state  of  commercial 
distress,  it  would  be  improper  and  impo- 
litic to  give  to  individuals  Exchequer-bills 
for  the  purpose  of  trading  on  them ;  yet 
if  in  a  distress  of  the  nature  of  the  pre- 
sent, by  aft>rding  an  occasional  remedy, 
the  fall  might  be  broken  of  the  reduction 
of  prices,  and  the  individuals  might  be 
saved,  the  attempt  ought  certainly  to  be 
made.  It  appeared  to  him  that  something 
might  be  done  without  injuring  the  ge- 
neral interests  of  the  country,  and  without 
fiolatiog  those  general  principles,  which 
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he  should  be  the  last  person  in  the  world 
to  wish  to  depart  from.  He  wished  at 
present  to  deliver  a  few  observations  on 
the  general  principle  itself,  because  that 
was  the  point  which,  in  hrs  apprehension, 
would  be  principally  discussed  that  night. 
He  was  aware  that  there  was  a  serious  in« 
tention  entertained  bv  a  considerable  ma« 
jority  to  force  through  the  measure  in  its 
present  shape;  and  he  would  therefore 
take  the  liberty  of  now  submitting  a  few 
remarks  on  that  subject  to  the  committee. 
The  state  of  the  case  was  this :  after  a 
war  unexampled  for  its  extent  and  the 
exertions  which  had  been  made,  the  return 
of  peace  had  been  productive  of  great 
confusion  in  almost  all  our  transactions,  and 
it  might  well  have  been  expected  to  be  so. 
No  consequences  could  have  been  with 
more  certainty  anticipated  Ifrom  a  return 
of  peace,  than  that  some  distress  would 
take  place.  Any  person  who  had  at  all 
reflected  on  the  subject,  must  have  fore« 
seen,  from  the  Talne  to  which  land  had 
risen  in  consequence  of  a  number  of  cir* 
cnmstances,  that  on  the  return  of  peace,  a 
great  change  would  necessarily  take  place. 
Knowmg  the  great .  influence  which  tba 
land  proprietors  bad  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  it  was  natural  for  those  per- 
sons who  were  feeling  the  effects  of  this 
change  to  apply  for  relief  from  their  dif- 
ficulties. And  the  question  now  was, 
whether'  upon  this  representation  of  the 
case,  the  House  were  to  infringe  the  prin* 
ciple  by  which  the  commerce  and  indus- 
try of  the  country  was  regolated,  and  to 
give  the  persons  petitioning  a  remedy 
which  would  have  the  eflect  of  deranging 
the  whole  labour  of  the  country,  and  the 
scale  by  which  alone  our  manufactures 
could  be  enabled  to  meet  others  with  sue* 
cess  in  the  market  of  Europe.  The  ques- 
tion was,  whether  they  were  to  afford  such 
relief  to  the  agricultural  interest  as  would 
enable  landed  proprietors  to  keep  up  tbe 
rents  and  value  of  lands,  and  the  price  of 
food,  beyond  that  at  which  it  would  natu* 
rally  be  at.  This  was  certainly  an  artifi- 
cial system  for  the  country  to  be  in,  though* 
as  was  stated  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
who  opened  the  business,  it  was  not  a  new 
system.  It  was  desirable  that  they  should 
understand  the  extent  to  which*the  legis- 
lature had  protected  the  landed  interest  of 
the  country  at  the  expense  of  the  coif- 
sumers.  He  would  attempt  to  shew  this, 
and  what  they  were  called  on  farther  to 
do  by  the  measure  now  before  them.  The 
population  of  Great  Britaioi  that  was,  of 
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England  and  Scotland^  he  would  take  at 
lii^  millions.  Dr.  Adam  Smith  bad  stated 
our  consumption  of  food  at  nearly  a  quar- 
ter of  bread*coni  for  each  individoah  and 
as  much  of  other  corn  for  cattle,  and  for 
being  converted  mto  drink.  Supposing 
this  estimate  of  Dr.  Smith  to  be  correct, 
he  should  say,  the  price  of  the  quarter  of 
wheat  in  this  country,  if  there  were  no 
corn  laws,  would  be  something  about  45#. 
This  was  evident  from  the  average  price 
of  France  and  the  other  countries  opposite 
to  us.  Wheat  might  be  brought  io  the 
ports  of  Flanders  and  France,  at  about  40f. 
«  quarter.  On  an  average  of  a  number  of 
years,  it  had  been,  in  France  and  Flanders, 
about  40«.  or  rather  something  under  that. 
Allowing  5f,  a  quarter  for  traasmisaion, 
we  should  have  it  in  England  at  about  45#. 
if  there  were  no  corn  laws ;  because  we 
were  so  geographically  situated  that  the 
price  of  corn  here  would  always  be  the 
average  of  the  surrounding  countries,  from 
our  facilities  of  water*carriage  and  other 
circumstances.  The  present  importation 
price  was  65«.  a  quarter ;  and  there  was  a 
difference  of  20f.  a  quarter,  which  was 
paid  for  the  protection  of  the  landed  inte* 
•rest.  ThisdilFerence,  on  the  consumption 
of  our  whole  population,  made  a  sum  of 
12^  millions  of  pounds.  But  then  to  this 
must  be  added  the  other  corn  employed 
for  cattle  and  for, drink,  &c.  which  was 
estimated  by  Dr.  Smith  at  the  half  of  the 
former,  or  6,250,000/.  making  in  the  whole 
18,750,000/.  This  was  a  tribute  paid  by 
the  consumers  for  the  support  of  the  landed 
interest. 

He  was  not  going  into  the  question  just 
DOW,  whether  they  put  this  sum  into  their 
pockets,  or  whether  this  sum  was  nec«s- 
sary  to  enable  them  to  grow  corn.  He 
was  sure,  however,  he  was  stating  the  fact 
under  the  mark,  when  he  stated  this 
bounty  at  about  18,750,000/.  The  pro- 
position of  now  adding  I5i.  to  the  quarter, 
or  raising  the .  import  price  from  65s,  to 
80s.  would  give  an  additional  14  mil- 
lions, making  in  all  32J50,000/.  paid  by 
the  consumers  to  the  persons  who  grew 
their  food.  His  wish  was,  that  the  ques* 
tion  should  be  fully  and  fairly  discussed, 
without  having  recourse  to  any  thing  of 
an  inflammatory  nature.  He  did  not  with 
to  be  understood  as  stating  that  this  was 
■o  omich  into  the  pockets  of  the  landed 
interest ;  but,  undoubtedly,  he  had  in  this 
/estimate  rather  undervalued  the  amount 
paid  by  the  consumers  to  the  agricultural 
interest.    If  ifaey  were  to  take  it  in  any 
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other  way,  they  would  obtain  as  high  a 
result.  The  number  of  acres  in  an  arable 
state  amounted  at  least  to  60  million«» 
Every  person  who  had  read  the  reports 
would  see,  that  if  no  alteration  took  place 
in  the  corn  laws  the  rent  of  land  must  at 
least  be  diminished  to  the  extent  of  lQa» 
an  acre.  But  the  pasture  land  must  also 
b^  taken  into  the  estimate.  The  queatioo 
waS|  therefore,  whether  the  country  gea-r 
tlemen  should  give  up  lOt.  an  acre  all 
over  the  kingdom,  or  whether  the  con« 
sumers  were  to  pay  to  the  growers  a  a«Bi 
of  40  or  50  millions  a  vear  beyond  wbmt 
they  would  pay  in  other  ctrcumstaocea* 
It  was  impossible  to  look  at  this  snbiect 
without  seeing  that  the  growers  of  cora 
in  this  country  received  a  bounty  on  agri* 
culture  which  the  agricylturists  of  no 
other  part  of  the  world  enjoyed.  If  he 
were  to  look  at  the  condition  of  the  gen« 
tlemen  who  possessed  great  landed  pro<« 
perty  in  this  country,  and  to  compare  i% 
with  that  of  landed  proprietors  in  olher 
countries,  he  could  not  avoid  seeing  that 
the  Jaws  protected  them  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  and  gave  them  a  greater  advan* 
taffe  for  their  land  than  was  obtained  in 
other  parts  of  the  world.  In  France,  for 
instance,  might  be  seen  persons  of  large 
landed  property,  living  on  the  produce  of 
that  property,  in  the  manner  of  the 
country  gentlemen,  and  even  the  nobility^ 
in  this  island  in  former  times.  But  it  waa 
only  in  this  country  where  landed  gentle* 
men  could  go  to  great  towns,  and  beve 
great  disposable  incomes  to  spend  where* 
ever  they  chose.  Any  person  ehe  bad 
considered  the  relative  situation  of  gen» 
tlemen  of  landed  property  in  this  and  in 
foreign  countries,  could  not  but  be  strock 
with  the  advantages  they  enjoyed  here. 

But  he  would  leave  this  subject  of  an 
additional  bounty,  for  the  purpose  of  draw* 
ing  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
great  importance  of  the  question.  It  waa 
true,  that  the  commercial  and  mannfac* 
turing  interests  had  not  declined  during 
the  existence  of  this  system,  but  had 
thriven,  on  the  contrary,  to  a  great  degree. 
But  then,  the  system  might  be  carried  toe 
far.  Though  with  the  high  price  of 
labour,  arising  from  the  high  price  of 
food  in  this  country,  compared  witb 
foreign  countries,  our  manufactures  had 
not  hithertastiiTKred,  the  diiTerence  might 
be  carried  so  far  as  at  last  to  destrny  all 
competition  with  foreign  manuOscturera* 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  whether  this  effect 
would  b«  produced  by  the  additional  X^ 
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«  qattrter^  or^hat  boiii  the  indastry  of  ihe 
coantry  could  possibly  bear ;  it  was  cor* 
tain  tbai  ihe  price  of  labour  might  at  last 
be  raised  so  high  as  utterly  to  destroy 
competition  vith  foreigners.  By  adopt- 
ing the  principle  now  contended  for  by 
ihe  landed  interest  the  most  serious  mis- 
chief might  be  done.  Here  he  could 
not  help  ad?ertiDg  to  a  most  whimsical 
eort  of  evidence  adduced  httore  the  Lords, 
and  to  be  found  in  their  report.  One 
could  hardly  concefve  the  nature  of  the 
nnderstanding  thai  should  require  an  ez« 
plaaation  of  the  propositioop  that  the 
price  of  labour  was  aficcted  by  the  price 
of  aabsistence.  This  proposition  was  laid 
down  by  every  writer  who  had  written  on 
Ihe  subject.  He  had  heard  that  the  evi- 
dence uloded  to  by  him»  was  introduced 
by  a  noble  lord  (Lauderdale)  remarkable 
far  the  subtlety  of  his  distinctions  in 
■setters  of  political  economy.  If  any 
gentleman  should  so  into  this  sobjecti  he 
anight  afterwards  also  go  into  it ;   but  he 


could  DOS  conceive  that  any  evidence  ad 
dnoed  to  controvert  the  proposition  he  had 
just  stated,  would  have  any  effect  on  the 
Hoose.  Whatever  may  have  taken  place 
in  particular  branches  at  particular  tiroes, 
BoUiing  wai  more  certain  than  that  labour^ 
in  the  long  run,  most  always  depend  on  the 
price  of  tbemeans  of  subsistence.  That  the 
price  of  agricultural  labour^  in  particular, 
was  afftcted  by  the  price  of  the  means  of 
aubsistence,  was  to  be  found  in  every  part 
of  the  evidence.  Whether  they  received 
ibis  as  the  wages  of  labour,  or  in  the 
ahape  of  ao  allowance  under  the  poor 
laws,  it  was  always  so  much  bread.  Mr. 
Bonnet  told  them,  that  the  labourer  had 
so  much  bfeadp  either  from  the  fermer  or 
the  parish,  and  3d,  a  week  for  luxuries. 
There  could,  therefore  be  no  doubt  as  to 
agricultural  labour.  It  was  certain  thst 
the  importation  price  would  bring  the 
price  of  bread  and  corn  in  the  market 
along  with  it.  It  had  been  argued  by  his 
bon.  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Western),  that 
this  consequence  wouki  not  follow.  His 
boo.  friend  had  stated,  that  on  his  con- 
science, if  he  thought  the  measure  would 
have  the  efiect  of  making  bread  dearer, 
be  would  net  recommend  it ;  but  he  was 
convinced  it  wouki  make  bread  cheaper. 
He  beNeved  hit  hon.  friend  had  sincerely 
spoken  his  conviction  on  this  subject;  but 
ke  could  not  conceive  the  constitution  of 
that  person's  understanding  who  thought 
the  measure  wouki  have  any  such  effect. 
Il  bad  been  atated  by  the  agricultural 


interest,  that  if  they  could  not  get  80s.  a 
quarter  ibr  their  wheat,  they  would  be 
under  the  necessity  of  throwing  op  their 
lands«->tbat  they  could  out  live  on  less. 
If  the  measure,  then,  were  to  have .  the 
effect  of  knaking  bread  cheaper,  it  would 
produce  the  dire  eSect  of  making  tho 
agriculturists  throw  up  their  lands.  They 
had  at  present  66«.  and  they  contended 
that  this  ought  to  be  raised  to  SOf,  fiui 
this  measure  would  have  the  effect  of 
bringing  the  farmers  to  that  state  of  dis<* 
tress  from  low  prices,  that  they  could  nol 
cultivate  their  lands,  and  then  what  be* 
came  of  the  question  of  the  indepcadena 
supply  which  we  were  to  derive  only 
from  ourselves  ?  We  shook!  then  come  to 
the  horrible  situation  of  being  dependent 
on  foreign  countries  for  the  food  whicb 
our  own  farmers  could  no  longer  raasa* 
But  no  man  could  look  to  this  measom 
and  say,  that  it  would  have  the  efiect  eC 
producing  cheap  food.*— If  it  were  stated 
that  it  would  have  the  eftct  of  giving  a 
fair  remunerating  price  to  the  farmer,  and 
that  it  was  for  the  general  welfare  thai 
sucb  a  remuneration  should  be  affi>rded 
him,  then  he  couki  understand  this.  But 
when  persons  contended,  that  a  relief 
should  be  given,  that,  according  to  their 
own  shewing,  would  have  the  efiect  of 
aggravating  the  distress,  he  wished  to  ash 
them  how,  if  the  prices  should  be  low« 
the  farmers  were  to  live  ? 

But  laying  askle  this  genera]  reasoning 
out  of  their  own  statement,  he  would  as& 
what  was  the  state  of  this  country  }  Of 
one  which  consumed  more  than  it  grew^ 
the  price  of  corn  must  depend  on  the  rate 
at  which  the  excess  can  be  either  brought 
from  abroad,  or  obuined  by  extraordinary 
means  from  land  which  would  not  other- 
wise  be  applied  to  the  growing  of  com** 
It  was  said  by  gentlensen  on  the  other  sido 
of  the  question,  that  there  would  be  im 
excess,  and  that  this  country  could  grow 
as  much  com  as  was  necessary  for  our  own 
supply,  but  that  we  were  prevented  from 
doing  this  by  the  present  low  prices ;  that 
there  were  cold  clay  lands  which  could 
not  remain  under  perfect  cultivation  at 
these  low  prices ;  and  that,  if  this  measom 
shooUi  not  be  carried,  these  lands  most 
be  thrown  out  of  tillage.  But  if,  on  thie 
subject,  there  could  be  any  doubt  as  to  tbn 
prices  in  the  market  following  the  impor- 
Ution  price,  they  had  only  to  look  Into 
the  history  of  ihe  com  laws  to  have  it  re* 
moved.  On  looking  back  they  would 
find  that  an  alteratioo  oft  Ibe  impostatiov 
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price  had  always  produced  a  correspond- 
ing and  instantaneous  change  on  the  price 
in  the  market.  Whenever  they  raised  the 
protection  to  the  grower,  it  was  found  thai 
this  rise  was  invariably  followed  by  an  in- 
crease of  price  to  the  consumer.  For  the 
five  years  preceding  1764,  when  an  alte- 
ration took  place,  the  price  of  the  quarter 
of  wheat  was  1/.  10«.  2d. ;  and  for  the  five 
years  from  1764  to  1769  it  was  2/.  Qs,  2d. 
The  raising  of  the  importation  price  in 
1764  was  therefore  instantly  attended  with 
a  great  corresponding  rise  to  the  consumer. 
That  no  rise  of  price  took  place  for  a  long 
period  before,  was  owing  to  government 
leaving  alone  the  laws ;  for  no  material 
alteration  in  them  had  taken  place  for 
about  65  yeafrs.  In  1764,  however,  it  at 
once  rose  from  U  iQs.  to  21,  3f«  Prices 
continued  nearly  the  same  Irom  1764  to 
1794,  during  which  period  no  alteration 
of  the  importation  price  bad  taken  place* 
In  1794  the  importation  price  was  again 
altered.  For  the  five  years  before  1794 
the  price  was  2/.  7«.  the  quarter ;  and  for 
the  five  years  from  1794  to  1799,  it  was 
3L  4«.  Thus  it  would  be  found  that  a  rise 
of  price  to  the  consumer  bad  invariably 
followed  every  alteration  in  the  importa- 
tion price.  Whether  or  not  the  farmer 
could  live  at  the  present  importation  price, 
or  what  further  protection  should  be  af-*' 
forded  to  the  farmer,  was  another  ques- 
tion, and  he  would  come  to  it  presently; 
but  no  person  could  doubt  that  the  raising 
the  import  price  of  corn  would  be  attended 
with  a  rise  in  the  price  of  corn  in  the 
market. 

Gentlemen  had  taken  different  views  of 
the  causes  of  importation  and  exportation 
of  corn  at  diff<?rent  periods  of  our  history. 
The  great  cause  of  the  increased  importa- 
tion of  late  years,  was  the  increase  in  the 
population  of  the  country,  the  increase  of 
our  manufactures,  and  our  different  esta- 
blishments. From  tbisy  and  not  from  other 
circumstances,  we  had  become  a  great  im- 
porting ^country;  and  yet,  notwithstand- 
ing we  had  been  an  importing  country, 
the  prices  bad  always  continued  high. 
This  made  quite  against  tha  argument, 
that  when  importation  of  foreign  corn  was 
suffered,  prices  would  be  low.  For  the 
last  twenty  years,  we  had  continually  im- 
ported corn ;  and  the  excess  was  sreater 
than  at  any  time  before  on  record.  We 
had  never  before  imported  one  half  of 
what  we  had  imported  during  the  last  20 
years.  One  would  think,  on  the  princi- 
ples of  the  propowrs  of  the  meaiure,  that 
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this  excess  would  have  bad  the  effect  of 
discouraging  our  agriculture.  Now,  what 
was  the  fact?  There  never  was  such  an 
improvement  in  our  agriculture,  as  had 
taken'place  during  the  last  15  or  20  years. 
This  not  only  disproved  the  argument, 
that  importation  was  injurious  to  our  agri- 
culture, but  it  shewed  also  that  the  in* 
creased  importation  had  arisen  from  an 
increased  population,  and  not  from  any 
detriment  to  our  own  agriculture. 

But  then,  according  to  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  it  was  of 
the  utmost  importance  that  we  should  b« 
independent  on  foreign  countries  ^  r  a 
supply  of  food ;  and  we  should,  of  ^^onrse^ 
by  keeping  out  foreign  corn,  force  into 
cultivation  all  the  lands  in  the  kingdom, 
at  whatever  expense,  for  the  sake  of  being 
independent.  Here  be  would  observe  that 
no  government  which*  had  the  least  regasd 
for  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  peopte 
entrusted  to  their  care,  ever  went  on  so 
absurd  a  principle  as  to  force  in  this  man* 
ner,  what  gentlemen  were  pleased  to  call 
an  independent  supply.  This  was  acting 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  wise  provision 
by  which  nature,  in  varying  the  prodaca 
of  different  countries,  had  made  them  all 
dependent  on  one  another.  Some  coon- 
tries  were  suited  to  corn ;  other  countries 
possessed  mines,  fiisheries,  and  other 
means  by  which  men  could  gain  a  subsist- 
ence, but  were  not  adapted  for  com.  If 
Malta  and  Norway  had  in  this  mfnnee 
taken  it  into  their  heads  to  make  tbecn* 
selves  independent  of  foreign  countries  for 
a  supply  of  food,  they  might  long  have 
scratched  their  barren  rocks  and  barren 
bills,  before  they  could  have  produced 
one-tenth  part  of  the  subsistence  which 
they  procured  in  exchange  for  their 
fisheries,  and  the  other  branches  of  in- 
dustry which  nature  had  plaoed  within 
their  reach.  Undoubtedly,  they  might 
have,  in  this  way,  forced  soma  laiHi  jnto 
cultivation  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  neglected.  In  Malta  the  peopiJe  even 
went  so  far  as  to  bring  soil  from  £{^ypt« 
and  spread  it  on  their  rocks.  There  .waa 
no  limit  to  the  perseverance  of  human 
industry  ;  but  on  4hat  principle  of  forcing 
a  supply  from  your  own  soil,  for  yoar  own 
population,  your  population  never' can  ex- 
ceed your  own  produce,  and  the  conse- 
quence, therefore,  of  that  would  be,  that 
yon  must  cut  down  your  population  tn 
suit  vour  corn,  instead  of  regulating  tbn 
supply  of  corn  by  the  population.  Thia 
wai  not  lengthening  the  bed  to  the  inaa^ 
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but  shortening  the  man  to  the  bed.  The 
consequence  of  this  system  on  oar  own 
Goontry  would  be  this — tboogh  it  was  not 
like  Malta  or  Norway,  unfit  for  the  pro- 
duction of  food,  yet  it  was  in  many  cases 
in  an  analogous  titoation.  Scotland,  for 
instance,  was  not  fitted  for  the  growth  of 
wheat.  In  some  parts  of  the  south  of 
Scotland,  he  was  aware  that  the  cuUira* 
lion  of  wheat  was  practised ;  but  in  ge- 
neral the  country  was  naturally  ill  adapted 
for  it.  What  would  be  thought  of  the 
folly  of  the  peopk  of  Scotland — a  people 
remarkable  for  their  ability  and  wisdom-— 
if  on  this  principle  no  persons  were  to  be 
permitted  to  lire  in  that  country  except 
they  brought  meal  and  bread  witii  them  ? 
Instead,  liowever,  of  acting  in  this  manner, 
a  country,  comparatively  speaking  barren, 
was  occupied  hy  a  people  full  of  industry 
and  enterprize,.  who  brought  from  every 
quarter  of  the  world  that  which  nature  had 
refused  at  home.  In  the  southern  parts  of 
l^lngiaod  there  were  many  districts  some- 
what in  the  same  situation;  and  the 
greatest  part  of  the  country  was  more  un- 
favourable for  agriculture  than  many  of 
the  countries  on  the  continent.  It  was 
evident  that  we  had  more  bad  harvests,  for 
instance,  than  there. were  in  the  country 
over-against  us.  By  this  system  of  forcing 
an  independent  supply,  we^  should  be 
abandoning  all  those  resources  which  we 
derived  from  our  industry  in  every  part  of 
Ihe  empire.  Whether  this  additional  15r. 
on  the  quarter  would  drive  the  cotton^ 
iron,  and  other  manufactures  out  of  the 
country,  he  would  not  pretend  to  say ;  but 
4his  he  would  say,  that  every  advance  on 
tlie  price  of  corn,  and  consequently  in  the 
price  of  labour,  was  giving  an  advaptage 
to  oar  competitors  in  the  market  of  Europe, 
and  that  we  ought  to  be  on  our  guard  how 
we  hazarded  any  measure  which  might 
have  the  efllect  of  ruining  any  branch  of 
our  industry,  and  thus  sacrificed  the  means 
which  bad  already  contributed  so  much  to 
our  wealth  and  prosperity. 

The  effect  of  the  very  h>gh  price  ob- 
tained for  grain  within  the  few  last  years, 
had  been,  not  only  to  bring  new  lands  into 
cultivation,  but  it  bad  had  the  advantage 
of  introducing  improved  modes  of  tillage, 
hj  which  the  land  already  brought  into 
employment  was  rendered  much  more 
productive.  No  pains/  no  labour,  no  ex- 
pense need  be  spared,  a  farmer  might 
make  hisfielda  like  the  ground  of  the  most 
highly  cultivated  gardens,  if  he  were  ade- 
fmteiy  renMUieraied»    by  the  price  of 


grain  bearing  a  proportion  to  the  expenses 
he  incurred.  He  had  heard  that  one  large 
farmer  had  been  obliged  to  give  up  his 
system  of  hand-hoeing  in  consequence  of 
the  depression  in  the  value  of  corn ;  but 
if  the  gentlemen  who  supported  this  mea* 
sure  proceeded,  a  system  of  hand*raking 
might  also  be  adopted,  and  farmers  migha 
even,  at  a  future  period,  find  it  worth  whilo 
to  employ  immense  watering*pots  for  irri<* 
gating  their  land  in  seasons  when  there 
was  a  deficiency  of  rain.  But  while  these 
experiments  were  making  the  consumer 
would  be  suffering,  and  the  result  must 
inevitably  be  to  reduce  the  price  of  corn 
that  had  been  raised  by  these  artificial 
means  to  its  proper  level :  we  might  then 
not  only  supply  sufficient  for  the  con* 
sumption  of  our  own  inhabitants,  but  again 
become  a  country  exporting  the  surpluf 
not  required  for  our  own  maintenance, 
since  the  consumers  themselves  would, 
after  a  certain  lapse  of  time,  be  destroyed 
by  the  effect  of  our  own  proceedings. 
Such  were  the  general  considerations  thai 
had  induced  him  to  persevere  in  the  senti* 
ments  he  had  entertained  and  expressed 
in  the  last  session  of  parliament :  in  tha 
mean  time  he  had  endeavoured  maturely 
to  weigh  the  arguments  on  both  sides;  and 
the  result  was  a  confirmation  in  his  ori- 
ginal opinion,  not  only  that  it  would  be 
impolitic,  but  that  it  would  be  little  short 
of  madness  and  folly,  to  add  to  the  bounty 
already  afforded  to  the  growers  of  com. 

But  leaving  these  general  principles  on 
which  the  question  might  be  safely  decided, 
and  admitting  ^he  foreign  supply  to  the 
fullest  extent,4ie  begged  to  submit  to  the 
House  a  few  observations,  by  which  he 
thought  he  could  establish,  that  the  claims 
now  made  by  the  land-owners  and  farmers 
were  unreaionable  and  unjustifiable.  .In 
fact,  the  more  he  entered  into  the  detail 
of  this  subject,  the  more  absurd  and  exor- 
bitant did  those  claims  appear.  He  wished 
for  no  evidence  but  that  already  before 
the  House  in  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee; for,  notwithstanding  the  obvious 
bias  with  which  the  witnesses  gave  their 
testimony,  they  had  made  out  a  story  that 
would  be  the  ruin  of  the  case  they 
had  been  adduced  to  support.  He  did 
not  mean  to  accuse  them  of  being  ope- 
rated upon-  by  any  motive  that  waa  not 
extremely  natural;  but  no  man  could 
read  the  testimony  of  a  single  individual^  ^ 
without  discovering  the  fact,  that  his  in- 
formation received  at  least  a  colour  from 
the  influence  of  bis  own  interest.     la 
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the  year  1804,  when  a  law  was  passed  for 
the  improvement  of  the  situation  of  the 
farmer,  he  professed  himRelf  satisfied  with 
what  the  legislature  bad  dune  for  him ;  and 
what,  Mr.  Baring  begged  to  know,  had 
■inoe  that  period  occurred  to  make  it 
necessary  that  the  House  of  Commons 
ahould  again  listen  to  his  case  ?  A  great 
deal  had  been  said  in  the  committee,  and 
out  of  it,  regarding  the  augmented  ex- 
penses  to  which  the  farmer  was  now  ex- 
posed :  the  great  increase  in  the  price  of 
labour,  of  manure,  of  implements,  and  of 
the  other  requisites  for  his  occupation, 
had  been  much  dwelt  upon;  but  it  became 
gentlemen  who  supported  the  other  side  of 
the  question  to  shew,  what  expenses  he 
was  now  obliged  to  incur  that  would  not 
be  proportionably  diminiahed  by  the  re- 
daction of  the  price  of  bread  ?  Had  they 
done  80^  or  was  it  possible  that  they  should 
do  so  ?  And  in  this  respect  the  excellent 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  subject  to  the  House  had 
been  particularly  defective.  It  scarcely 
required  argument,  for  all  persons  most 
be  aware  that,  excepting  taxes,  there  was 
not  a  single  expense  to  which  a  fiirmer 
was  exposed,  that  would  not  be  diminished 
in  the  same  rate  with  the  main  article  of 
subsistence.  Horses  ought  not  to  be  ]n« 
eluded,  since  they  formed  always  a  part 
of  the  stock  of  the  land,  and  were  often 
bred  upon  it;  there  were  other  charges  of 
a  lesser  nature,  but  that  which  had  been 
principally  relied  on  in  the  House  and 
before  tbe  select  committee,  was  the 
mvticle  of  manore.  It  was  very  unfor- 
tonate  for  those  who  opposed  this  measure, 
that  they  had  dwelt  so  much  upon  this 
particular  item,  for  it  waa  the  article  of 
manore  that  shewed  most  unequivocally 
the  absurdity  of  the  argument.  One  of 
the  hon.  members  for  Hertfordshire  (Mr. 
Brand),  on  the  former  night,  had  said  a 

great  deal  upon  tbe  expense  to  which 
rmers  In  his  neighbourhood  had  been 
pot  for  soot,  as  a  dresaine  for  the  land ; 
but  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  in  time  of 
peace  no  soot  could  be  procured  }  Would 
BO  fires  be  lighted  and  no  chimneys  swept ; 
and  would  it  not  follow  as  a  consequence, 
that  the  price  of  the  article  would  be 
dimkiisbed?  Oil  cake  was  another  ex- 
pense that  a  farmer  incarred ;  but  it  bad 
already  fallen  to  nearly  half  its  price,  and 
the  pressors  would  in  future  willingly  sell 
it  at  any  price,  rather  than  procure  for  it 
no  market  at  all.  Stable  dung  would  of 
course  be  increased  in  quantity,  far  if  corn 
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were  so  cheap,  more  horses  vrould  be  kept 
by  persons  who  before  were  not  able  to 
afford  them,  and  it  therefore  appeared  tbat 
manure  would  not  only  be  greater  in 
quantity,  but  much  cheaper  in  price. 
But  the  main  expense  to  which  the  farmer 
was  exposed,  was  that  of  labour ;  but  it 
was  not  a  little  singular,  that  in  the  evi« 
dence,  the  agriculturists  had  made  their 
calculations  invariably  upon  a  high  price 
for  labour  and  a  low  price  for  grain,  so 
that  the  deduction  was  most  unfair.  There 
was  no  man  who  would  venture  to  deny 
that  the  price  of  labour  would  be  lowered 
by  the  fall  of  corn.  Some  of  the  questiona 
put  to  the  witnesses  before  the  committee 
upon  ^his  point  were  rather  extraordinary  ; 
one  of  them  waa  asked,  if  the  price  of 
wheat  were  fi^ed  at  80i.  per  quarter,  and 
the  charge  for  labour  continued  the  same 
as  at  present,  what  would  be  the  profit  of 
the  farmer }  Mr.  Webb,  to  whom  it  waa 
proposed,  of  course  could  give  no  answer, 
and  told  the  committee,  in  as  civil  a  mode 
aa  possible,  that  they  had  required  him  to 
reply  to  an  absurdity.  Most  of  the  evi- 
dence was  adduced  to  prove  that  SOU.  per 
quarter  would  be  a  fit  price  to  be  fixed« 
prottded  tbe  prices  df  labour,  of  manure^ 
and  of  implements,  continued  tbe  aame  aa 
at  the  present  moment ;  but  every  gen* 
tieman  who  so  contended  ought  also  to 
shew  how  such  contradictions  were  recon« 
citable,  and  how  it  was  possible  that  tbe 
pric^  of  the  various  articles  used  in  agri« 
culture  could  remain  unaltered. 

After  all  the  arguments  had  been  ad« 
duced,  assertions  were  resorted  to  by  tbe 
committee;  and  the  most  extraordinarr 
was,  that  the  rent  of  the  land  had  in  troth 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  It  waa 
very  easy  for  any  set  of  gentlemen,  in 
framing  a  report,  to  set  down  any  atate^ 
ments  they  pleased,  since  no  contradictioa 
could  at  the  time  be  given ;  but  he  would 
be  glad  to  hear  any  hon.  member  rise  in 
the  House,  and  upon  his  own  responsi* 
bility,  in  the  face  of  the  country,  maintain 
that  the  amount  of  rent  paid  by  the  tenant^ 
bad  actually  no  bearing  or  relation  to  tbe 
subject  of  discussion.  In  the  documents 
before  the  House,  one  instance  waa  given 
of  Mr.  Brodie,  a  great  Scotch  former,  who 
rented  land  to  the  amount  of  6,000/.  per 
annum ;  aome  years  ago  he  had  onl  v  paid 
2,0001.  or  28t.  per  acre ;  and  would  it  be 
seriously  argued  for  a  moment,  that  if 
from  tbe  rent  of  0,000/.  which  he  now 
paid,  be  were  reduced  by  the  effect  of 
peace  to  4,000/.  it  would  not  have  n  ma* 
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terial  operation  upon  the  price  of  com 
be  should  grow  ?  He  was  convinced  that 
only  a  moderate  sacrifice  on  the  part  of 
the  owners  of  land,  would  produce  all  the 
advantages  sought  by  the  present  mea* 
sure.  Of  the  price  of  the  crops  it  was 
said,  that  the  portion  that  came  to  the 
landlord  on  the  best  soils,  was  one-third, 
on  average  soils  perhaps  one-fourth,  and 
on  the  wet  cold  clays,  so  much  talked  of, 
only  about  one-fiflh.  No  man  would  pre* 
tend  that  it  was  fit,  by  means  of  an  act  of 
parliament,  to  keep  up  an  adventitious 
rent  for  the  benefit  of  the  owner  of  the 
soil ;  or  that  the  House  should  be  called 
upon  to  do  more  than  to  enable  the  farmer 
to  proceed  with  the  cultivation.  The 
Question  was,  what  would  so  enable  him  ? 
Of  the  80f.  per  quarter  he  would  calculate 
that  the  landlord  obtained  20«.  as  his  pro- 
portion, and  the  remainder  went  to  the 
tenant  for  profit,  and  for  the  discharge  of 
the  expenses  of  tillage.  Suppose  instead 
of  20f.  the  owner  of  the  land  were  to  re- 
ceive only  1 5s.  and  the  profits  and  ex- 
penses of  the  tenant  were  to  be  reduced 
m  the  same  proportion,  one«fourth,  that 
would  leave  60i.  as  the  price  that  ought 
to  be  named  after  which  grain  might  be 
imported  into  the  country,  that  is,  if  a 
farm  were  now  let  for  2,000/,  a  year,  that 
the  landlord  should  only  receive  1,500/. 
HI  future;  and  it  would,  he  admitted,  be 
reasonable  to  reduce  the  profits  of  the 
tenant. 

All  men  wonld  acknowledge  that  the 
improvements  in  the  situation,  habits,  and 
comforts  of  the  tenants,  had  kept  pace 
with  those  of  the  landlords.  Formerly  a 
farmer  thought  it  a  high  luxury  if  he  was 
rich  enough  to  enjoy  his  ale;  but  now,  on 
entering  thejr  houses,  you  were  not  only 
treated  with  a  bottle  of  Port,  but  some- 
times even  with  Madeira.  The  sons  of 
these  wealthy  agriculturists  were  all  fine 
gentlemen;  instead  of  following  the 
plough,  they  were  following  the  hounds ; 
and  the  daughters,  instead  of  milking  the 
cows,  were  using  cosmetics  to  their  hands, 
that  they  might  look  delicate,  while  strum- 
ming on  the  harpsichord.  Supposing,  how- 
ever, all  that  he  had  hitherto  advanced 
to  be  ill-founded,  still,  upon  the  shewing 
of  the  other  side,  the  price  of  80i.  was 
loo  high,  and  could  not  be  justified.  Se- 
veral witnesses  before  the  select  committee 
bad  given  their  opinions  in  favour  of  a 
lower  estimate.  Mr.  Maxwell  and  Mr. 
Crabtree  had  stated  75s.  to  be  a  fair  price 
to  be  fixed,  while  Mr.  Mann  had  descended 
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at  low  as  72s.  «t  which  he  conceived  the 
farmer  would  be  adequately  remunerated ; 
indeed,  if  it  should  come  to  the  simple 
question,  what  was  the  price  that  ought  to 
be  named,  beyond  which  importation 
should  be  allowed,  he  did  not  beliete  that 
any  man  who  had  considered  the  subject 
would  hesitate  a  moment  in  rejecting  the 
sum  of  80f.  That  was  admitted  by  many 
witnesses  to  be  exorbitant^ 

He  bad  now  arrived  at  the  last  part  of  his 
subject.  Upon  the  general  principle  on 
which  he  had  first  observed,  he  enter* 
tained  no  doubt;  and  upon  the  second 
part  of  his  subject  be  was  equally  confi* 
dent  that  the  House  would  view  it 
with  very  difierent  eyes  from  those 
of  the  select  committee,  before  it  pro* 
ceeded  to  legislate  upon  a  matter  of  su|:h 
incalculable  importance.  His  object'  in 
troubling  the  committee  that  night,  was 
to  endeavour  to  persuade  members  that  it 
wqold  be  more  advisable  to  adopt  some 
measure  of  a  temporary  nature,  which 
might  afford  relief  under  those  difficulties, 
the  existence  of  which  neither  he  nor  any 
other  man  denied.  It  was  impossible 
to  refuse  assistance  under  these  circum- 
stances; but  it  was  the  duty  of  parliament 
to  take  care  that  the  aid  was  afforded  in  a 
manner  not  only  efiTectualf  but  expedient. 
This  might  be  accomplished  by  fixing 
the  Importation  price,  for  a  stated  period, 
at  a  higher  rate  than  corn  at  present  bore« 
and  it  was  most  probable  that  the  value 
of  grain  in  this  country  would  never  be 
far  above  or  below  the  sum  fixed  for  its 
entrance  into  the  coi^otry.  Provided  this 
relief  were  only  of  a  temporary  nature,  it 
was  of  less  consequence  what  was  the 
amount  fixed,  whether  80f .  or  70f. ;  but  it 
was  his  wish  that  it  should  fall  back  by  a 
gradual  diminution. 

The  result  of  such  a  plan  would  be,  that 
the  farmer  would  be  able  to  get  rid  of  i. 
produce  at  a  fair  price,  while  it  wou1«t 
aflford  time  for  the  expiration  of  the  old, 
and  give  warning  to  those  who  might 
enter  into  new  leases.  He  had  a  great 
objection  to  propping  and  bolstering  up 
any  system,  whether  mercantile  or  agri- 
cultural ;  and  that  it  might  not  continue 
longer  than  was  necessary,  he  should 
propose,  as  his  first  amendment,  that  the 
words  '  for  a  time  to  be  limited,'  should 
be  inserted  in  the  third  Resolution.  The 
other  questions  respecting  the  sum  to  be 
fixed  for  importation  would  afterwards  be 
arranged,  when  it  would  be  of  less  mo- 
ment;  and  he  beliered  thai  there  wer% 
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many  gentlemen  who  would  rapport  him 
in  the  proposal  of  a  temporary  measure^ 
al'houah  th«y   might  not  concur  in  the 
price  which  it  would  be  6t  to  name  at 
the  sum  above  which  importation  should 
be  allowed.     He  regretted  that  the  ques- 
tion had  been  agitated  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, when  the  6nances  were  so  unsettled, 
and  the.pubh'e  accounts  so  confused ;  when 
the  circulation  ^as  so  corrupted  by  paper 
currency*  the  evil  of  whicbf  though  at- 
leuded  with  some  advantages^  had  been 
augmented    by    the    numerous    country 
banks,  and  which  would  not  be  without 
its  important  influence  upon  the  measure 
before   the   House.     He    concluded   by 
mbving  his  amendment  for  a  temporary 
measure,  intimating  his  intention  of  pro- 
posing 1Q$.  as  the  sum  above  which  corn 
might  be  obtained  from  foreign  countries. 
.    Mr.  Preston  <;omplimented  the    great 
body    of  land-owners,  who,  be  argued, 
were  liberal  and   moderate  men,    more 
anxious  for  the  general  welfare  than  for 
their  'own  private  emolument.    He  ob- 
served that  the  opinion  of  many  of  the 
witnesses  was,  that  80i.  was  not  a  suffi- 
ciently high  price  for  the  protection  of 
the  farmer,  the  produce  of  whose  industry 
was  burthened  with  so  many  imposts  paid 
to  the  church,  the  king,  and  the  poor.     He 
enlarged  on  the  advantage  derived  to  the 
commonweal  from  an  increase  of  arable 
land,  and  observed  that  Henry  the  7th,  a 
politic  prince,   took  every  possible  step 
to  prevent  arable  land  from  being  laid 
waste,  for  land  was  only  cultivated  on 
Recount  of  some  positive  encouragement, 
pasture   being  always  ^  certain   profit, 
while  the  profit  of  tillage  was  uncertain* 
Lord  Coke  also,  a  man  whose  wisdom  was 
proved  in  every  word  he  wrote,  and  who 
wrote  more  than  most  men  had  read,  in 
Tellingham's  case,  gave  his  opinion  in 
Javour  of  an  increase  of  arable  land,  and 
observed,  that  the  common  law  had  given 
it  the  preference.    More  modern  writers 
liad    enumerated    the    disadvantages    of 
growing  land  into  pasture,  and  had  stated 
them  to  be  *<  the  lack  of  strong  and  ^ble 
men  for  the  King's  service,  the  waste  of 
populous  villages,  the  decay  of  churches, 
9nd  the  neglect  of  God*s  service."    Those 
gentlemen  who  had  maintained  that  the 
quantity  of  butcher's  meat  would  be  in- 
creased by  the  land  being  thrown  into 
pasture,  must  have  been  wholly  onac^ 
quainted  with  the  subject :  since,  from  the 
preen  crops,  and  the  large  sums  employed 
ip  raising  them,  had  the  butcher's  meat 
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produced  on  farms  been  wonderfally  in* 
creased,  and  means  aflforded  of  maintain* 
ing  the  contest  against  France ;  since  the 
navy  could  not  otherwise  have  been  aup« 
plied  with  beef  and  pork«    Estates  which 
had    produced     100^.    now    produced 
GQOWi.  of  animal  food,  and  more  food  for 
the  cs^ttle  was  now  produced  in  winter 
than  formerly  was  produced  in  summer. 
The  increase  of  the  rent  of  farms  which 
had  taken  place  of  late  years,  arose  in 
part  from  a  ^al  increase  of  value;   aa 
much  capital  had  been  expended  by  the 
tenants  in  improvements,  and  bad,  through 
that  medium,  gone  to  augment  the  pro* 
perty  of  the  landlords.    It  was  to  be  re« 
collected,  too,  that  the  revenue  of  the 
government  was  more  than  equal  to  the 
whole  rent  of  the  land.    The  inhabitanta 
of  great  towns,  he  thopght,  could  not 
complain  of  the  price  of  bread,  as  the 
hardship  did  not  fall  on  them,  but  on  the 
poor  agricultural  labourers.    He  did  doI 
wonder  that  the  citizens  of  London  should 
be  clamorous  against  the  proposed  altera* 
tion  in  the  corn  laws»  because  they  paid 
30  per  cent,  for  bread  more  than  they 
ought  to  do,  and  than  was  paid  at  Exeter. 
It  was  the  same  with  meat,  which  io 
London  cost  lOd.  a  pound,  whilst  it  only 
cost  in  Exeter  from  5d.  to  6d.    The  House 
had  heard  a  right  hon.  gentleman  oppo* 
site  called  the  Man  of  the  People  [a  laugh]: 
but  he  held  a  book  in  his  hand  which 
contained  much  better  reasoning  than  the 
pamphlet  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  it 
was  the  book  of  the  marquis  de  Mirabeau*. 
the  friend  of  mankind.    He  had  spent  all 
last  Sunday  in  taking  that  book  to  pieces, 
and  it  was  one  of  the  hardest  works  he  had 
ever  had— [a  laugh].    It  was  one  of  the 
best  books  he  had  ever  read,  and  be  had 
extracted  the  substance  of  it,  from  which 
the  members  of  the  House  might  learn 
more  in  an  hour,  than  nine-tentlu  of  them 
had  learnt  in  all  their  lives.    The  main 
point  was  this—*'  Make  your  soil  as  pro- 
ductive  as  you  can,  the  productiveness  of 
the  soil  is  the  only  road  to  cheap  bread/' 
Whatever  capital  the  farmers  could  be 
encouraged   to  expend  in  the  land,  the 
people  would  in  the  end  partake  of  it* 
Those  who  opposed  the  encouragement 
of  agriculture  could  only  do  so  for  some 
sinister  and  wilful  purpose.     It  had  been 
said,  that  the'  proposed  measure  woold 
make  labour  dear,  and  depress  the  maoa- 
factores;    yet  it  would  be  remembered^ 
that  on  the  India  question  it  was  asserted^ 
that  the  British  manufacturera  could  ea» 
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derselltbt  Indians*  who  liTed  on  twopence 
ft  day.  It  WM  evident  that  this  country 
owed  ita  superiority  in  manufactores,  not 
to  the  cheapneit  of  provisions,  but  to  the 
auperiority  of  capital,  talents,  and  ma- 
chinery. If  the  reduced  scale  was  adopt- 
ed|  the  House  would  do  more  evil  in  an 
:  hour  than  could  t>e  repaired  in  an  age. 

Sir  Prtdaiek  Flood  supported  the  ori- 
ginal resolutioui  and  said  he  was  surprised 
the  two  last  so  learned  speakers  had 
not  mentioned  the  name  of  Ireland.  He 
wished  the  House  had  been  In  possession 
of  the  sentiments  delivered  at  a  great 
public  meeting  of  the  county  whicn  he 
bad  the  honour  to  represent,  at  which 
were  present  great  numbers  of  the  lay, 
spiritual,  and  other  agricultural  classes^— 
[a  laugh.]  *  That  meeting  had  deemed  it 
'impossible  that  the  agriculturists  and 
inanufacturers  could  have  two  distinct  In- 
terests, and  that  an  enemy  to  one  class 
could  not  be  a  real  friend  to  the  other. 
There  were  one  or  two  circumstances 
'With  respect  to  Ireland,  which  he  wished 
to  mention.  That  country  had  sent  to 
Great  Britain  in  11  years,  com  to  the 
value  of  11  millipns;  in  the  year  1812 
alone,  to  the  amount  of  S  millions.  Unless 
the  legislature  afforded  encouragement, 
the  land  there  could  not  continue  to  be 
cultivated,  and  that  export  would  no 
longer  take  place;  for  to  eupply  this 
country,  land  in  that  island  had  been 
brought  into  tillage,  which  was  so  stub- 
bom,  that  it  required  six  bulls  [a  laugh] 
to  plough  it.  lie  should  have  approved 
of  85«.  rather  than  80f.  if  the  House 
would  agree  to  it  And  he  thought  it 
was  of  consequence  that  the  measure 
should  be  permanent,  since  a  certain 
market  was  of  the  utmost  importance. 

Lord  Btaiiti^  siud,  that  after  the  very 
clear  manner  in  which  the  measure  bad 
been  opened  by  his  right  hon.  friend,  he 
had  hoped  that  all  the  gentlemen  who 
took  part  in  the  discussion  would  have 
abstained  from  examining  it  as  a  question 
of  partVf  and  above  all,  that  they  would 
have  abstained  from  throwing  out  topics 
of  inflammation.  He  was  sorry  to  find 
that  in  this  hope  he  had  been  somewhat 
disappointed.  The  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  had  attempted  to  narrow  the 
question  as  with  respect  to  those  who  took 
the  side  of  it  that  he  did,  but  to  indulge 
themselves  in  a  very  wide  field  of  discus- 
aion.  They  statecl  the  question  shortly 
to  be  one  between  the  landholders  and 
4lle  whole  community;    and  sometimes 


ihey  put  the  land-owners  on  one  side,  and 
the  poor  on  the  other.  He  must  deny 
that  this  was  any  thing  like  a  fair  state- 
ment of  the  case.  He  should  contend 
that  this  was  no  question  between  the 
interest  of  the  country  gentlemen  and 
the  manufticturers,  or  between  the  land- 
holders and  the  poor.  When  they  talked 
of  the  whole  community,  he  could  n6t 
exactly  see  what  they  meant.  Did  they 
forget,  that  upon  the  land*holder  de- 
pended the  farmers,  the  labourers  they 
employed  in  agriculture,  and  the  diu 
ferent  mechanics,  and  little  shop-keepers 
In  the  country  towns,  that  were  supported 
entirely  by  the  agricultural  interests  ?  If 
all  the  persons  thus  interested  in  the  pro« 
sperity  of  agriculture  were  reckoned,  he 
believed  that  the  majority  of  the  country 
would  be  found  on  the  side  of  the  ques« 
tion  which  he  supported,  and  that  those 
Who  were  called  in  argument  the  whole 
community,  would  be  found  to  be  a  mi- 
nority. 

When  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Baring) 
had  stated  that  corn  might  be  imported  at 
45f.  a  quarter,  and  that  all  the  excess  of 
price  above  that  was  a  tax  levied  on  the 
commupity  for  the  benefit  of  the  land- 
holders, he  was  really  surprised  at  hearing 
such  an  argument  from  a  gentleman  so 
acute  and  clear  in  his  comprehension. 
What  was  that  contiguous  country  frbm 
whose  ports  we  were  to  be  supplied  at 
that  price }  It  was  France.  It  was  there- 
fore necessary  to  compare  the  situation  of 
that  country  with  that  of  Great  Britain. 
France  had  a  population  of  26  or  27 
millions,  a  revenue  of  about  35  millions, 
and  a  debt  of  70  millions.  In  Great 
Britain  (be  should  not  speak  of  Ireland  at 
present)  the  population  was  12  millions 
and  a  half,  the  taxes  60  millions  a  year, 
and  the  debt  between  8  and  900  millions. 
It  therefore  appeared  that  the  people  of 
France  were  taxed  at  the  rate  of  less  than 
\L  for  each  individual,  while  the  people 
of  this  country  were  taxed  at  the  rate  of 
5/.  for  each.  Under  such  unequal  cir- 
cumstances, it  was  impossible  that  there 
could  be  an  equality  of  prices.  The  hon. 
gentleman  had  thought  proper  to  make 
many  remarks  on  the  mode  of  expense  of 
the  farmers  and  their  families.  It  appeared 
to  him,  however,  surprising  that  he  should 
have  forgotten  the  growth  of  the  wealth 
and  ma|[nificence  of  the  trades-people 
within  the  same  time.  They,  too,  occa^ 
sionally  indulged  themselves  with  wide 
as  well  as  the  ftxmers;  but  he  was  so  far 
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from  being  displeased  at  this,  that  be  was 
bappy  to  see  the  increasing  wealth  of  the 
mercantile  part  of  the  community.  He 
must  deny  the  statement  of  the  hon.  gen* 
tleman  that  the  land -holders  of  other 
countries  resided  more  upon  their  estates 
than  the  land-holders  of  England.  He 
believed  that  the  very  reverse  was  the 
fact*  He  believed  that  there  was  not  a 
country  upon  earth  where  the  landholders 
resided  so  much  upon  their  estates.  They 
there  formed  the  connecting  link  between 
the  crown  and  the  people,  and  diffused 
blessings  through  the  country  in  conse- 
jquence'of  their  residence,  superior  to  what 
*  the  land -owners  of  other  countries  did. 
And  yet  this  was  the  cflass  of  people  that 
It  was  now  .endeavoured  to  bola  up  to 
public  odium.. 

An  hon.  gentleman  who  epoke  on  a 
former  night  (Mr.  Marryatt)  had  professed 
the  greatest  disinterestedness  in  the  capa- 
city of  a  country  gentleman,  and  had 
spoken  of  the  great  increase  of  rent  on  a 
farm  that  was  in  hit  family  for  a  long 
time.  This  increase  the  honourable  mem* 
ber  seemed  to  think  was  too  great,  and 
therefore  that  it  ought  to  be  given  up  ior 
tbe  good  of  the  country*    Such  conduct 
he  would  allow  to  be  very  disinterested. 
An    hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Baring)   bad 
stated  the  evidence  on  the  report,  as  if  no 
one  had  thought  of  a  higher  price  than 
80f«    He  might,  however,  see  in  that  re* 
port,  that  Mr.  Arthur  Young,  Mr.  Wake- 
field, and  others,  did  think  of  a  higher 
price,  and  stated  it.  For  his  part,  he  conld 
not  atuch  much  weight  to  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Mann,  which  had  been  so  much 
relied  on  upon  the  other  side.   Mr.  Mann 
was  not  a  farmer,  but  a  merchant  (a  very 
respectable  man  no  doubt),  but  be  was  a 
merchant  who  had  taken  a  farm.    He  had 
not  stated  the  result  of  his  experience,  for 
he  had  none  ;    but  he  had  stated  what  he 
supposed  that  his  experience  wonld  be  in 
future,  from  the  calculations  that  he  had 
made.    As  to  the  taking  off  the  property 
tax,  he  would  allow,  that  that  m\ist  make 
Bome  difference,  but  not  nearly  so  much  as 
was  generally  supposed.    On  an  average 
calculation  of  a  farm  of  100  acres,  all  the 
direct  taxes,  including  the  tenant's  pro- 
perty tax,  might  be  calculated  at  18/.  l«. 
4d,  while  the  poor  rates  alone  amounted 
to  $3L  19«.  2(L  He  would  rate  the  tenant's 
property  tax  at  2f.  6(L  an  acre, « at  the 
▼ery  highest.    Now,  as  the  average  of  a 
wheat  crop  was  at  least  three  quarters  to 
^he  tcrei  if  w<^  were  to  divide  this  Jbalf 
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crown  by  three,  it  wonld  appear  that  lOiL 
a  quarter  was -as  much  as  that  property 
tax  affected  the  price  of   wheat.    Tbe 
parochial  taxes,  on  the  other  hand,  might 
be  considered  as  a  charge  of  2j.  lOd.  on 
the  quarter.  The  removal  of  the  property 
tax,  besides,  could  not  be  considered  as 
clear  gains  to  the  farmer.    Other  taxes 
were  necessarily  imposed  in  their  place. 
The  addition  to  tbe  assessed  taxes  wouki 
be  felt  by  the  farmer,  and,  as  he  heard 
that  they  now  drank  port  vvine  instead  of 
ale,  the  new  duty  of  20/.  a  tun  most  also 
partly  be  paid  by  them. 
-    In  the  depressed  state  of  agriculture  for 
the  hst  twelve  months,  some  relief  was 
absolutely  necessary.    Numbers  of  persons 
had  been  turned  out  of  employment,  and 
the  pressure  of  the  poor-rates  was  become 
intolerable.     It  would  be  said  by  some 
that  this  depression  was  but  temporary. 
Supposing  even  that  it  did  proceed  from 
temporary  causes,  that  would  not  remove 
the  burthen  from  the  different  parishes. 
Most  enormous  losses  had  been  suffered  in 
the  last  year ;  and  if  some  speedy  remed/ 
was  not  administered  by  the  wisdom  and 
firmness  of  the  legislature,  the  agricultural 
interests  of  the  country  might  soon   be 
completely  ruined.     It   was  not  asking 
for  a  ffitfiimttm  of  price,  to  ask  for  a  price 
to  be  fixed  at  which  foreign  farmers  might 
be  allowed  to  import  their  corn,  duty  free. 
The  price  of  corn  in  all  the  markets  of 
England  and  Scotland  was  in  a  great  mea- 
sure governed  by  the  price  at  Mark- lane. 
He  believed  it  was  perfectly  true,  as  had 
been  stated  by  one  hon.  gentleman,  that 
it  was  the  increase  and  improvement  of 
our  agriculture  which  principally  enabled 
this  country  to  get  out  of  the  desperate 
contest  in  which  we  bad  been  so  long  en- 
gaged, with  honour  and  success^      Our 
agriculture  could  not  be  qarried  on  upon 
an  extended  and  improved  scale  but  by 
the  application  of  large  capitals.    It  was 
impossible  to  give  the  farmers  a  remedy 
for  what  losses  they  had  already  met,  but 
it  was  possible  to  save  them  firom  still 
greater    losses.      He   believed  that   the 
country  never  yet  sustained  so  great  a  loss 
as  it  would  sufier  now,  if  the  legislature 
were  not  to  interfere, 

A  great  deal  had  been  said  against  the 
improvement  of  poor  lands.  If  such  ex- 
pressions were  to  go  forth  as  tbe  senti- 
menu  of  the  legislature  upon  the  subject, 
it  would  cut  up  all  improvement  by  tbe 
roots.  The  light  lands  would  be  Ant 
thrown  opt  pf  cultivation  iqtp  degepenUn 
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and  inferior  pasture.  In  many  dittricli  of 
the  cooniry  •  want  of  capital  wag  still 
strongly  fait;  so  slow  was  the  application 
of  capital  to  agricoltore  even  where  there 
had  been  encouragement.  How  much 
slower,  then,  would  be  the  application  of 
it,  if  it  was  pointedly  discouraged  by  the 
legislature?  When  an  bon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Baring)  talked  about  attempting  to 
cultivate  sand  and  ropks,  did  he  recollect 
what  was  the  state  of  the  county  of  Nor- 
folk before  the  new  and  sciehtific  svstem 
of  agriculture  had  been  introduced  there  ? 
Had  he  forgotten  what  was  due  to  the 
exertions  of  the  late  lord  Townsbend  ? 
Norfolk  was  now  a  pattern  to  other  eoun* 
tries  >hich  were  more  favoured  in  their 
soil.  From  the  improvements  of  agricul- 
ture, we  might  now  see  the  progress  of 
cultivation  op  the  sides  of  bills,  which  had 
never  before  been  ploughed.  But  what 
wiM  to  become  of  such  land  as  that  of 
Norfolk,  if  such  employment  of  capital 
were  discouraged  ?  What,  also,  was  to 
become  of  the  comparatively  poor  land  of 
Scotland,  which  of  late  presented  such  a 
grateful  prospect  ?  Every  man  who  loved 
his  country  must  be  alarmed  at  the  very 
idea  of  any  retrograde  motion  in  such  a 
flourishing'  system;  yet  such  was  the 
threatened  consequence  of  rejecting  the 
measure  under  coiuideratlon,  not  only  to 
England  and  Scotland,  but  to  Ireland  also, 
the  adequate  encouragement  of  whose 
agriculture  was  so  essentially  necessary  to 
the  prosperity^  the  tranqniiliaatioo,  and, 
without  offence  to  the  last  speaker*  he 
would  add,  to  the  civiliiation  of  a  great 
pa^t  of  its  people. 

But  he  wished  now  to  come  to  the  great 
qiiestioo— What  was  the  coontrv  from 
wtitch  the  sentlemen  on  the  other  sido 
expected  to  draw  their  supply  ?  He  thought 
that  it  could  not  be  too  often  rung  in  the 
ears  of  the  House,  that  that  countrv  was 
France*  Previous  to  the  Revolution 
France  had  not  been  an  exporting  country, 
but  had  become  so  through  the  destruction 
of  tnany  abuses,  and  the  division  of  pro* 
party  during  her  politicai  convulsions; 
and  thouch  sho  bad  supported  enormous 
armies,  she  was  perfectly  cultivated  every 
where,  and  highly  productive.  On  this 
sabfect  the  noble  loitl  read  part  of  a  letter 
from  an  English  gentleman  at  Paris,  who 
auted,  that  toe  price  of  com  was  so  low, 
that  it  must  occasion  the  ruin  of  farmers 
in  England,  shonld  importation  continue 
to  be  allowed.  Notwithstanding  that 
i^rsipce  bMd  beea  obliged  to  support  armies 
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lo  the  amount  of  800«000men,  tlie  harvest 
had  proved  so  abundant  this  year,  that 
144  pottnds  of  wheat  had  sold  in  the  mar* 
ket  for  15  frsihcs,  or  about  ]5««  of  our 
money,  and  the  legislature  had  taken 
some  measures  on  the  subject.  He  con- 
tended, that  were  our  supplies  to  be  de- 
rived from  that  quarter,  not  all  the  British 
navy  could  bring  sufficient  quantities  tot 
England,  supposing  peace  with  France 
should  last  several  years :  yet  by  the  ope- 
ration of  causes,  above  the  power  of  man, 
a  scarcity  might  take  place  in  that  coun- 
try as  well  8s  here.  What,  then,  would 
be  the  consequence  of  having  suffered  our 
agricultural  resources  to  be  diminished  f 
For  the  long  continuance  of  peace  he 
placed  tha  firmest  confidence  on  the  wise 
and  virtuous  Prince  who  had  succeeded 
our  bitter  enemy,  and  on  the  moderation 
of  the  government  of  this  country.  But 
should  we  be  driven  into  a  war  with 
France,  her  hostility  would  be  tremendous, 
when  she  would  find  herself  at  once  our 
enemy  and  our  granary.  He  hoped, 
indeed,  that  even  wars  might  in  future  be 
conducted  upon  more  liberal  principles 
than  hitherto ;  but  still  he  %:ould  not  risk 
the  entire  subsistence  of  the  nation  on 
snch  a  hope,  nor  be  content  to  rely  on  the 
generosity  of  an  enemy.  The  noble  lord 
concluded  with  adverting  to  the  whole- 
some advice  contained  in  the  old  English 
toast,  <<  the  plough,  the  loom,  and  the 
sail,''  and  trusted  that  the  day  would 
never  come  when  the  plough  should  bo 
degraded  firom  its  proper  station.  For 
shonld  that  day  arrivci  whatever  might  be 
the  degree  of  our  commercial  prosperity, 
the  best  interest  of  the  empire  would  be 
overthrown,  our  foreign  commerce  noto- 
riously bearing  scarcely  the  proportion  of 
one*tenth  to  bur  internal  trade.  There- 
fore it  behoved  parliament  to  guard  with 
peculiar  care  tne  interest  of  our  home 
market,  of  which  agriculture  was  the  main 
foundation  and  most  solid  support. 

Mr.  Ro$e  congratulated  the  gentlemen 
en  the  other  side  upon  the  aUe  advocate 
thev  bad  obtained  in  bis  noble  friend  who 
bad  Just  set  down.  With  respect  to  hia 
own  views  upon  this  subject,  he  could  as* 
sure  the  House  that  they  had  undergone 
no  change  whatever,  and  that  be  had  no 
motive  that  Could  give  any  undue  degree 
of  bias  to  bb  judgment.  He  agreed  with 
bis  noble  friend,  that  the  hen.  |^nt)emao 
(Mr.  Baring)  was  not  correct  in  sutinc 
that  com  could  be  so  cheaply  exported 
from  Francot  w$  the  bon.  gentleman  coolA 


#67]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

not  have  included  in  hit  calcnlation  the 
expense  which  the  French  farmer  mpat 
iacnr  in  conveying  his  corn  to  the  ports 
&r  exportation ;  but  he  difiered  from  bis 
noUe  friend  as  to  the  degree  of  competi* 
tion  to  be  apprehended  from  French  corn 
growers.  He  thought  the  hon.  gentleman 
mistaken  in  two  or  three  things  which  had 
fallen  from  him.  The  hon.  gentleman 
hM  said,  that  45s.  was  the  natural  price  of 
the  quarter  of  wheat  in  this  country,  for 
that  in  France  it  was  only  40s.  and  that 
at  that  price  the  country  paid  a  tax  of 
iBflSOfiMn  for  the  protection  of  the 
agricoUnral  interest.  He  must  differ  from 
the  right  hon.  gen^eman^  and  could  not 
allow  that  the  country  paid  any  tax  to 
the  agricultural  interest  at  such  a  price* 
Wheat  was  not  at  40«.  in  France;  and  the 
expense  of  collecting  it  and  bringing  it 
to'the  .ports  from  which  it  was  to  oe  ex- 
ported, was  certainly  more  than  51.  If, 
therefore,  the  importation  was  left  entirely 
free,,  it  would  not  reduce  the  price  of 
ivheat  to  45«.  and  consequently  the  coun- 
try would  not  pay  any  tax  at  that  price. 
France  had,  no  doubt,  bad  a  most  redun- 
dant harvest :  but  still  the  apprehensions 
eoepressed  in  consequence  of  the  low  price 
of  corn  that  harvest  naturally  produced, 
were,  in  his  judgment,  exceedingly  ex- 
aggerated. But  yet  he  was  no  advocate 
iorthe  idea  of  leaving  the  English  agricul- 
turist unprotected,  or  of  letting  this  coun*^ 
fry  be  exposed  to  a  total  dependence  dn 
foreign  supplv.  No  such  notion,  indeed, 
ever  entered  his  mind.  His  prirtciple  al- 
ways was  to  protect  the  grower,  while 
the  consumer  should  be  secured  his  due 
fricilities.  He  was  eqnallv  averse  to  the 
propositions  of  leaving  either  the  import 
or  export  of  com  totally  free  and  un- 
fettered ;  and  therefore  be  opposed  the 
resolution  of  last  jraar,  which,  without  the 
reeomniendation  of  any  committee,  or,  as 
he  conceived,  any  d«e  consideration,  was 
upon  a  sudden  burst  adopted,  for  allowing 
the  imrestrained  exportation  of  corn.  This 
resolution  he  considered  as  quite  erroneous 
io  oolicy,  and  as  involving  a  most  mate- 
rial departure  from  the  system  that  had 
governed  the  country  for  above  five  hun- 
dred years.  It  was,  indeed,  a  total  aban- 
donment of  the  wise  course  recommended 
for  the  regulation  of  the  corn  trade  by 
that  able  committee  over  which  the  late 
hwd  Liverpool  presided.  With  respect  to 
tile  report  of  the  late  committee  upon  the 
subject  of  agriculture,  an  mteNigent  wit- 
IMss,  Mr.  Wel^i  deposed^  that  the  ex- 
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penses  of  the  farmer  were  likely  to  foil  to 
what  they  were  in  1792,  excepting  only 
the  taxes:  and  calculating  open  the  evi- 
dence of  that  gentleman,  with  whom  he 
had  since  had  the  advantage  of  some  con* 
versation,  the  rate  fixed  in  the  resolotion 
before  the  committee  was  certainly  too 
high.    This    gentleman's  sincerity,  too, 
was  rendered  unquestionable  by  the  fact, 
that  all  the  leases  in  which  he  had  lately 
been  engaged,  were  executed  upon  the 
calculation  that  rents  must  fall.    Am  to 
the  removal  of  the  property  tax,  the  relief 
which  that  measure  would  afford  to  the 
farmers  was  undeniable,  and   his  noble 
friend  was  not  correct  in  stating  that  they 
would,  in  lieu  thereof,  be  liable  to  many 
incumbrances  from  the  proposed  advance 
of  the  assessed  taxes,  as  that  advance  ap» 
plied  only  to  carriages  and  horses  kept 
for  pleasure.     Nor  was  his  noble  friend 
Correct  in  his  allusion  to  the  poor-rafes, 
whh  which  the  cdontry  to  which  bis  noble 
friend  belonged  (Scotland)  was  certainly 
not  much  burthened.    But  the  fact  was, 
that  these  rates  were  generally  much  more 
likely  t6  fall  than  to  rise,  and  this  probap 
bility  rested  upon  a  variety  of  obvious 
considerations*     Upon  the  Report  of  the 
committee  of  1813,  he  should  feel  ashamed 
to  make  any  comment,  founded,  as  that 
Report  notoriously  was,  upon  the  evidence 
of  three  Irish  gentlemen,  whose  evidence 
proceeded  from  very  limited  views.     But 
even  the  last  Report  was  evidently  drawn 
up  in  a  hurry ;  for  it  was  there  stated, 
that  116  witness  recommended  a  less  im* 
port  price  than  90s*  while  many  witnesses 
stated  that  it  ought  to  be  more.     But  to 
those  who  read  the  appendix,  this  state- 
ment would  appear  to  be  unfounded.    In 
fact,  there  was  no  surveyor  but  Mr.  £aflton, 
who  mixed  the  character  6f  surveyor  with 
that  of  farmer,  by  whom  a  higher  rate 
than  SOs.  was  recommended,  and  even  be 
was  of  opinion  that  if  the  expenses  of  the 
farmer  should  fall  to  the  rate  at  which 
they  were  in  1792,  the  import  price  might 
be  reduced  to  (i4s.  and  thus  corroborating 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Webb.     Mr.  Bennel 
had  no  doubt  recommended  96s, ;  but  then 
this    gentleman    was    a    very    extensive 
former.     There    were    other    witnesses, 
however,  whose  opinion  fell  short  of  80r. } 
for  instance,  Mr.  Maxwell  recommended 
70s.  and  with  him  Mr  Mann  concurred. 
Mr.  Lowe,  too,  the  Scotch  grower,  whose 
authority  was  entitled  to  the  utmost  at- 
tention,  had    written  to  state  that  75s« 
,  would  be  a  sufficient  protecting  price^  and* 
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wilb  that  opiDion  he  (Mr*  Rose)  entirely 
concurred.  But  some  witnesses  reconi- 
mended  a  less  sum ;  and  all  the  surveyors 
concurredj  that  even  with  the. existing 
rents  and  charges  to  which  the  agricultu- 
ristt  were  subject  at  the  time  of  their 
examination,  80«.  would  afford  an  ample 
protection.  Could  it,  then,  be  matter  of 
wond.er  that  he  (Mr,  Rose)  should  have 
opposed  the  establishment  of  a  rate  so 
high  as  14U.  which  was  recommend  by 
the  committee  to  which  he  bad  already 
alluded  only  eighteen  months  ago?  He 
was  as  adverse  as  any  man  to  the  oppres- 
sion or  discouragement  of  our  agricul- 
turists; but  surely  his  resistance  to  such 
an  extravagant  proposition  could  not  be 
deemed  unjust  or  unfair ;  nor  could  he  be 
condemned  either  for  resisting  the  esta> 
blishmentof  90f«  which  was  proposed  last 
year.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  con* 
eluded  with  repeating,  that  he  should,  by 
the  establishment  of  a  due  protecting 
duty,  be  always  ready  to  give  every  en* 
couragement  to  the  growers  of  coni« 
consistently  with  the  fair  interest  of  the 
consomera;  and  in  doing  so  he  should  feel 
that  he  was  only  acting  upon  the  system 
which  bad  regulated  the  policy  of  thia 
country  for  ages. 

Mr,  Pomonty  declared  his  decided  opi* 
nion,  that  the  resolutions  proposed  to  the 
committee  were  proper*  and  as  such  be 
felt  tbeaa  entitled  to  bif  support  Whau 
ever  unpopularity  might  attach  to  this 
opinion^  strange  as  it  might  appear,  that 
unpopularity  would  be  to  him  an  addi* 
tional  reaeon  why  he  should  give  those 
resolutions  his  support.  When  the  mi- 
i^iaters,  with  whom  it  was  his  lot  generally 
to  contend  upon  adverse  points,  came  for- 
ward, as  on  the  present  occaaion  they  did, 
with  a  measure  fraught  with  general, 
though  to  many  unpalatable  consequences* 
he  would  be  ashamed  of  himself  i^  th'mk- 
ing  that  measure  a  right  one,  he  took  ad* 
vantage  of  whateTer  unpopularity  might 
attach  to  it,  to  withhold  the  concurreocc 
of  his  aid  to  promote  a  common  object  in 
which  they  fortuitously  agreed.  The  vete 
vrhich  he  meant  to  give,  was  not  one  de- 
duced from  partial  calculations  of  detail, 
but  from  a  series  of  general  principles. 
First,  be  was  deeply  impressed  with  the 
coaTiction,  that  no  country  that  aimed  at 
greatness,  should  for  an  instant  admit  into 
her  policy,  that  the  main  subsistence  of 
ber  people  should,  under  any  circum- 
stances, be  dependent  opon  the  resources 
of  a  foreign  power.    However  true   \i 


might  be,  that  perfect  freedom  of  vouh 
merce  should  exist  among  nations  in  ge^ 
ueral,  and  even  among  individuals  in  par* 
ticular;  it  was  yet  equally  true,  that.io 
almost  every  instance  it  was  impossiblo 
that  this  equality  could  practically  aulh* 
sist;  and  even  if  it  were  possible,  and  that 
in  this  particular  case  its  practicability^ 
was  manifest,  still  he  would  contend  tba^ 
it  wcHild  be  unwi^  to  adopt  it  upon  tho 
present  occasion.  How  was  it  possiblo 
to  command  this  equality,  so  loudly  sought 
for?  Could  they  satisfy  themselvea  thai 
they  could  command  the  future  concur*, 
rence  of  foreign  legislatures,  so  as  to  leave 
a  safe  chance  of  their  not  being  exposed  to 
a  complete  state  of  dependence?  The 
farmer  had  as  ^good  a  right  to  the  fair  pro* 
taction  of  his  capital  and  industry  as  the 
manufacturer;  and  when  the  latter  came 
forward  and  aaid,  that  it  would  be  safe  foi^ 
him  to  part  with  the  jprotection  which  he 
now  enjoyed  from  foreign  competitioB# 
then  also  it  would  be  safe  for  the  farmer 
to  introduce  perfect  freedom  into  the  cooa* 
merce  of  gram* 

He  would  lay  it  down  as  another  prio-i 
ciplcthatof  all  dassesithe  farmer  and  the 
labourer  in  agriculture  should  be  most  fa- 
voured in  the  policy  of  every  great  counlry* 
He  did  not  mean  imduly  nvoured,  for  no 
man  was  more  sensible  of  the  vsJue  of  the 
manufacturing  and  commercial  classes; 
but  in  point  of  importance,  whether 
viewed  as  to  peace  or  war,  they  were  tub* 
ordinate  to  tne  agriculturists.  In  peaoe« 
if  he  looked  at  moral  conduct,  they  were* 
generally  speaking[f  superior  ;  and  in  war* 
the  pursuit  of  agriculture  produced  a  set 
of  robust  and  hardy  people,  superiorly 
qualified  for  military  service.  It  waa 
stated,  however,  that  this  was  m  mefsure 
mainly  intended  to  raise  renia;  to  €oi(tiou» 
those  whicb  were  high,  or  to  raise  those 
which  had  fallen.  He  was  neilber- 
ashamed  nor  afraid  to  say  that  thia  was  a 
good  consequence:  for,  did  the  other 
classes  of  society  really  think  that  they 
could  derive  any  advantage  from  ra« 
ducing  the  farmer  and  the  gentleman  ia 
the  scale  of  society  ?  He  would  adc  the 
manufactorars  and  the  shopkeepers  who 
were  to  be  the  purchasers  of  their  com^ 
modities,  if  the  agricultural*  classes  wero 
impoverished;  where  would  they  find 
another  or  a  better  market?  In  truth,  their 
interests,  rightly  considered,  wero  the 
Mune  with  uioee  of  agriculture.  It  waa 
impossible  for  a  great  country  that  waa 
highly  agricultural  not  to  be  alao  highly 
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manafiictaring.  There  might  be  some 
exceptions  to  this  in  the  states  of  anti* 
qoity ;  but  in  modern  times  it  would  be 
found  almost  uniformly  true;  and  one 
eonsequence  of  this  was,  that  the  home 
market  was  always  the  best. 

There  wu  another  tiew  which  he  wished 
to  take.  To  raiso  rents^  it  was  said,  was  a 
srievance.  Nay,  one  writer,  he  had  seen, 
had  the  absurdity  to  assert,  that  rent  made 
no  part  of  the  wealth  of  a  state.  ^What 
was  rent?  It  was  merely  surplus  produce, 
nothing  more.  It  was  that  which  was  left 
of  the  produce  of  the  soil,  after  the  farmer 
was  repaid  for  his  labour  and  his  capital 
in  rendering  his  ground  productive.  That 
soil  which  was  rendered  the  most  produc- 
tive left  the  greatest  surplus,  and  paid  the 
most  rent.  Who,  then,  could  say,  that 
the  national  capital  was  not  thereby  in- 
creased ?  He  then  adverted  to  the  state  of 
Ireland,  and  confessed  that  her  condition 
weighed  heavily  with  him,  in  a  considera- 
tion like  the  present.  She  never  could* 
now  become  a  manufacturing  country,  at 
least  comparatively  with  this.  He  need 
not  state  the  cause.  He  would,  however, 
say,  (and  he  meant  no  invidious  retrospec- 
tion) that  the  power  of  Ensland  had  been 
for  600  years  levelled  at  ner  depression, 
foolishly,  indeed,  for  the  one  country,  as  it 
was  ci'uelly  oppressive  for  the  other ;  and 
the  bitter  consequence  was,  that  the  re- 
sources of  Ireland  had  been  diverted  into 
nnnatural  channels.  It  were  vain  to  dwell 
upon  this  recollection.  The  articles  of 
union  had,  however,  set  at  rest  the  possi- 
bility of  Ireland  being  a  manufacturing 
country ;  she  could  be  an  agricultural  one, 
and  from  her  exercise  of  this  occupation, 
could  meet  and  aid  the  consumption  of 
British  manufactures.  The  law  of  his  right ' 
hon.  friend  (sir  John  Newport),  not  long 
since  enacted,  for  the  free  importation  of 
srain  into  this  country  from  Ireland,  bad 
done  more  for  the  general  benefit  of  the 
whole  empire,  than  any  public  law  had 
effected  since  the  Navigation  Act.  [Hear, 
bear !]  Look  to  the  fact.  See  the  supply 
of  food  this  country  had  received  by  that 
auspicious  measure.  And  would  any  gen- 
tleman who  heard  him,  prefer  that  such  a 
channel  of  intercourse  should  take  its 
source  in  the  Baltic,  in  preference  to  the 
nearer  and  more  immediate  opening  which 
the  sister  kingdom  presented  ?  He  was 
sure  he  would  not;  futly  believing  that  the 
tinie  had  at  length  gone  by  when  the  mis- 
chievous mode  of  disregarding  Ireland  was 
practised.    He  would  as  soon  now  intrust 
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the  affairs  of  Ireland  to  the  consideratioa 
and  adjustment  of  the  British  representa- 
tives in  parliament,  as  he  would  to  that  of 
any  other  body  composing  a  part  of  the 
legislature  of  the  empire. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  here  referred 
to  the  calculating  daia  regulating  the  im- 
portation  price  of  grain ;  and  in  his  opinion 
the  standard  of  80r«  was  alone  the  fair 
remuneration.  His  view  of  the  question 
led  him  to  accept  that  price ;  and  at  no 
other,  be  thought,  could  a  safe  protection 
be  relied  on.  His  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Baring), 
for  whose  talents  and  extended  informa- 
tion on  this,  as  on  all  other  subjects,  he 
felt  not  only  the  hiehest  respect,  but 
admiration,  had  started  opinions  different 
from  his  own ;  but  he  could  not  concur  in 
the  notions  which  characterised  his  hon. 
friend's  view  of  the  subject—indeed  he 
thought  thejr  were  peculiarly  unfortunate. 
The  limitation  and  reducing  scale  were 
particularly  objectionable :  for  what  would 
be  their  direct  operation  ?  Nothing  less 
than  this— that  the  farmer  would  be  told, 
for  a  certain  time,  and  no  longer,  that  his 
interest  was  worth  consideration.  If  be 
was  entitled  to  any  aid  at  all,  to  be  effective 
it  should  have  a  prospect  of  permanency ; 
otherwise,  the  agriculturist  would  not 
trust  his  capital  to  so  fluctuating  a  security ; 
he  would  not  incur  the  risk  of  sinking  his 
property  in  a  pursuit,  the  rewsrd  of  which 
might  be  intercepted  by  a  foreigner  at  the 
moment  when  the  British  grower  was 
seekinff  the  fair  remuneration  of  liis'enH 
barked  capital  and  industry. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  it  had 
been  said  that  the  measure  in  contempla* 
tlon  would  make  food  dearer  for  the  people, 
and  that  the  legislature  ought  to  view  with 
caution  a  proposition  tending  to  such  a 
consequence.  He  admitted  they  should 
do  so,  as  far  as  was  reasonable  and  con- 
sistent with  the  public  weal,  and  with  such 
other  regulations  as  they  were  bound  to 
regard.  He  would  even  admit  that  a 
necessary  result,  flowing  from  the  present 
motidh,  would  be,  that  probably  on  the 
very  day  of  its  adoption,  an  increase  of 
price  in  food  would  take  place.  But  he 
would  utterly  deny  thst  such  a  permanent 
effect  would  arise.  On  the  contrary,  the 
standard  would  affix  a  regulating  price, 
which  would  prevent  that  fluctuating 
value,  so  pregnant  with  evil,  and  would 
by  a  steady  market,  in  the  course  of  time^ 
bring  the  staple  article  of  food  to  a  fair 
and  proper  eoitivalent.  He  would  there- 
fore implore  toe  House  not  to  admit  tha 


903] 


SudeqfihiCorBtdOOi. 


Fib.  92,  18l5# 


I9M 


&llacy>  that  two  distinct  iateretu  were  at 
▼ariance  ia  the  prefent  ditcaasion.  The 
great  body  of  the  consamers  should  know, 
that  to  the  Jabour  of  agriculture  they  most 
owe  that  constant  and  uniform  supply  of 
anbsistence  which  can  alone  be  insured  by 
A  fair  and  adeqoate  compensation.  Mr. 
Pooaooby  concloded  with  declaring, 
amidst  loud  cheerib  that  for  these  reaions 
be  should  give  his  cordial  assent  to  the 
tesolations  which  had  been  proposed. 

Mr.  IVkiibmd  said,  that  he  was  not  sor* 
prised  that  the  Honse  should  hare  strongly 
felt  the  argumentative  speech  of  his  right 
hon.  friend  who  bad  jost  sat  down.  In 
his  opinion,  however,  both  writers  and 
apeakersonthe  present  question  had  mocb 
exaggerated  their  conflicting  cases.  In 
•ndeavooring  to  make  op  his  mind  on  the 
|M»int  now  before  them,  he  thought  that 
the  efficacy  of  legislation  in  this  question 
bad  been  greatly  over-rated.  It  was 
pretty  clear  that  the  measure  would  be 
Dearly  nugatory  to  the  farmer  for  the 
present,  and  woulil  probably  not  have  that 
eflect  in  future  whiib  was  expected. 
With  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  an 
hon.  friend  of  his,  he  must  say,  that  he 
thought  a  commonity  to  which  he  (Mr. 
W*j  belonged*  bad  l>een  rather  hardly 
dealt  with  by  him,  as  well  as  by  the  right 
hon»  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  on 
a  former  evening.  The  reproach  that 
had  been  cast  upon  them  (most  unmeritedly 
he  woald  say),  he  hoped  now  to  do  away, 
by  informing  his  hon.  friend  and  the  House 
that  the  price  of  beer  had  been  lowered 
that  day  ;^hear,  heari  and  a  laugbJ-^-not 
in  consequence  of  the  threat  of  the  Chan* 
eellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  the  clamour 
pat  of  doors^  hot  in  consequence  of  certain 
measures  that  bad  been  taken,  and  which 
•nly  waited  to  be  put  in  execution,  till  it 
was  known  what  were  the  plans  of  the 
fight  hon.  gentleman.  The  price  would 
have  lieen  lowered  before,  had  those  plans 
been  known  belbre*  He  had  presided  that 
day  at  a  ineettng  of  tradesmen,  where  the 
proposition  bad  been  received  with  as  much 
nnanhni^  and  good-hui||^r,  as  the  Honse 
bad  received  the  information  he  had  just 
given  them,  althongh  they  could  not  help 
thinking  that  the  attack  upon  then;  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  rather 
cutting  and  unmerited.  Sometimes,  bow- 
ever»  the  meekest  of  men  and  the  most 
modest  of  women  said  the  severest  things. 
Before  he  discussed  the  subject  of  that 
evening's  debate*  he  wished  to  advert  to 
what  had  been  said  of  the  great  profits  of 
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the  brewers.  The  price  of  a  barrel  of 
beer  was  fifteen  shillings  more  at  present 
than  it  was  in  1701,  and  of  those  fifteen 
shillings  government  took  eleven;  while 
the  real  increase  of  pro6t  upon  every  pot 
of  beer  to  the  brewer,  comparing  the 
present  period  with  that  of  176  i,  was  only 
about  four*fifths  of  one  halfpenny,  [hear!] 
And  yet,  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
uke  away  the  taxes,  the  brewers  would  be 
most  happy  to  sell  their  beer  still  lower. 
Having  thus  vindicated  them«  he  would 
now  vindicate  the  land-owners  and  farmers. 
It  had  been  said,  and  most  unjustly,  that 
the  present  measure  was  a  combination 
among  the  great  landed  proprietors  to 
keep  up  the  rents  of  the  country  at  a  most 
exorbitant  rate.  It  was  no  such  thing-^ 
[hear,  hear ! J;*-or  if  it  were,  indeed^  a 
combination,  it  was  a  combination  to  pre« 
vent  the  depreciation  of  rent  beyond  its 
just  value,  and  with  it  the  depreciation  of 
all  other  property.  The  clamour  that  had 
been  raised  against  high  rents,  was  a  most 
unfounded  and  a  most  unwise  clamour, 
and  had  always  excited  his  indignatloik 
Taking  the  country  throughi  the  rents  had 
not  been  raised  beyond  what  they  ought 
to  be,  according  to  existing  circumstances  j 
and  it  should  never  be  forgotten,  that  the 
landed  interests  were  inseparable  from  onr 
commercial  prosperity.  An  hon.  gentle* 
man  (Mr.  Marryatt)  had  stated  the  im- 
mense rise  of  rent  that  bad  uken  place  on 
a  property  of  his,  as  a  sort  of  challenge  to 
land«holders:  but  they  in  their  turn  had 
an  eqoal  right  to  ask,  what  had  been  the 
profiu  of  his  commerce.  The  rise  of  rents 
bad  not  been  an  iniquity.  It  was  a  fair 
increase,  resulting  partly  from  the  deprov 
ciation  of  money  and  the  rise  of  prices^ 
It  was  a  popular  thing  to  say  to  the  land* 
lords,  Down  with  your  rents;  but  be  would 
assert  they  ought  not  to  come  down.  How 
much  of  the  capital  of  landlords  had  bcea 
expended  on  inclosores,  on  roads*  on  drain* 
ing  ?  All  the  bogs  between  this  and  his 
country  had  been  drained  since  the  time 
that  general  Oglethorpe  shot  snipes  in 
Berkeley- souare.  The  farmer,  in  what 
were  called  the  good  old  times,  often 
slaved  on  his  land  ;  but  an  increase  of  rent 
had  in  many  instances  stimulated  his  exer* 
tions,  and  in  a  few  years  he  had  found 
himself  with  much  more  money  in  bia 
pocket  than  before.  He  was  therefore  per- 
fectly convinced  that  there  bad  been  an  un* 
founded  clamour  aeainst  the  rise  of  rents. 
With  regard  to  the  witnesses  that  bad 
been  examined,  it  was  diflteolt  to  draw 
(?8) 
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any  6xed  conclusions  from  their  evidencei 
as  they  were  all  called  to  answer  a  parti> 
cular  purpose.  He  felt  at. every  step  the 
difficulty  of  legislating  upon  the  subject; 
and  the  more  he  considered,  it  the  more 
he  was  convinced  that  no  plan  of  legisla- 
tion could  accomplish  what  was  antici- 
pated. When  the  price  of  bread  was 
higbj  the  popular  feelings  bljnded  the 
judgment ;  and  he  could  remember  when 
it  was  the  fashion  of  the  times,  counte- 
nanced too  by  the  then  lord  chief  justice 
of  England,  to  attribute  it  all  to  the  acts 
and  practices  of  forestallers,  regraters,  and 
middle-men.  It  was  now,  however,  a  lime 
vrhen  the  people  might  be  told  that  the 
forestaller,  the  regrater,  and  the  middle- 
man were  doing  more  good  in  their  pri- 
vate dealmgs  than  could  be  done  by  all 
the  plans  for  public  granaries  and  ware- 
houses. The  middle*man  was  always  the 
friend  of  the  people.  He  collected  corn 
during  a  time  of  cheapness,  to  sell  it  out 
during  a  time  of  dearness;  and  if  in  his 
•peculations  he  sometimes  went  beyond 
the  mark,  he  required  no  other  punish- 
ment thao  what  his  avarice  received  from 
being  disappointed  in  its  calculations. 
On  I  he  subject  of  wages,  he  had  some 
years  ago  delivered  an  opinion,  to  which, 
however  unpopular  it  might  be,  he  still 
adhered,  namely*  that  more  human  misery 
was.  produced  by  over- payment  than  by 
under-pay  ment.  Large  wages  led  to  idle- 
ness, extravagance,  and  dissipation.  There 
was  one  class  of  the  labouring  community 
who  had  not  so  fully  the  means  in  their 
own  hands  of  remedying  an  increase  in 
the  price  of  corn,  greater  than  that  to 
which  those  wages  were  adequate,  be 
meant  the  agricultural  class.  A  rise  in 
the  wages  of  agricultural  labour  did  not 
rapidly  follow  a  rise  in  the  price  of  corn ; 
but  then  a  fall  did  not  rapidly  follow  a  fall 
in  the  price  of  corn.  The  wages  of  the 
agricultural  labourer  had  lately  risen; 
the  price  of  corn  had  fallen-— he  was, 
therefore,  \eh  in  a  better  situation  than 
that  which  be  bad  until  recently  enjoyed. 
He  by  no  means  thought  those  wages  too 
high  at  present;  on  the  contrary^  he 
thought  that  when  corn  became  higher 
they  would  be  too  low.  He  was  not  one 
of  those  who  approved  of  the  exercise  of 
what  wu  called  old  English  hospitality 
towards  the  labouring  classea  in  the  coun* 
try«-*of  the  cutting  up  of  barons  of  beef, . 
and  the  swigging  of  barrels  of  ale.  No- 
thing contributed  so  much  to  prodigality, 
profligacy,  and  dLmluteoes^  ai  thi«  mia- 
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named  hospitaility ;  but  he  was  folly  sen- 
sible  of  the  advantages  which  those  labour- 
ing classes  derived  from  the  residence  of 
their  landlords  amongst  them.  In  this 
respect,  England  had  a  great  superiority- 
over  other  countries.  In  England  there 
were  many  landlords  who  constantly  re* 
sided  amongst  their  tenantry ;  and  those 
larger  owners  of  estates,  who  during  a 
period  of  the  year  attended  their  dntiea 
in  parliament,  as  soon  as  those  were  over 
generally  returned  to  their  estates,  to  per- 
form their  not  less  in^portant  duties  in  the 
country.  In  other  nations  the  principal 
land-owners  were  drawn  to  and  retained 
about  the  court,  to  add  to  what  was 
termed  its  splendour,  by  the  display  of 
red  and  blue  ribbons,  and  crosses  of  one 
kind  or  another,  which  as  soon  as  they 
received  they  buttoned  their  coats  to  hide 
— fooleries  which  now  appeared  to  be  the 
object  of  imitation  elsewhere.^  There  was 
no  place  in  which  the  landlords  were  so 
much  attached  to  the  soil  as  in  England. 

He  would  now  consider  the  other  side 
.of  the  question,  on  which,  also,  great  ex- 
aggeration had  taken  place.  The  philo- 
sophers did  not  quite  satisfy  him.  They 
were  occasionally  inconsistent  in  their 
arguments.  It  was,  however,  evident, 
that  any  superabundant  production  of 
corn  in  the  country  would  produce  an 
increased  population.  Mr.  Malthas  had 
proved  the  elasticity  of  the  principle  of 
the  population,  and  that  let  people  plough, 
sow,  reap,  and  work  their  hearts  out,  there 
would  always  be  found  some  little  brat  or 
other  to  consume  the  superabundant  corn 
which  this  activity  might  produce.  Nor 
was  a  want  of  habitations;  a  check  to  po- 
pulation. He  remembered  a  young  wo- 
man having  called  on  him,  and  told  him 
that  she  had  lately  married,  and  wanted 
a  bouse  on  his  estate.  He  told  her  that  he 
had  no  house  tp  give  her,  and  i^ked  her 
why  she  had  not  thought  of  that  before 
she  married?  "  Lord  bless  you.  Sir," 
was  the  reply,  "  I  was  thinking^of  some- 
thing tXwt  V*  [A  langh.]  The  popolation 
of  the  country  was  working  op  in  every 
way.  How  much  would  it  be  incraaaed 
by  the  return  to  their  homes  of  the  dis- 
banded soldiers  and  paid-off  sailors, 
whose  wives  would  be  much  more  prolific 
when  in  their  keeping  than  they  had  been 
while  in  the  keeping  of  the  right  hon« 
gentlemen  opposite.    [A  laugh.] 

Much  apprehension  had  been  expressed 
lest  we  should  be  inuQdated  with  foreiga 
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corn  to  come?  Some  taid  from  France. 
Others  conlended  that  thai  was  impracti- 
cable«   but    that    it  would    come   from 
.  Dantzic ;  wjiile  a  third  set  characterized 
that  supposition  as  absurd,  and  declared 
that  from  America  an  overwhelming  im« 
portation  might  rationally  be  expected. 
For  bis  part,  he  did  not  fear  our  being 
overwhelmed  with  foreign  com,  although 
in  times  of  scarcity  we  might  obtain  a 
supply  that  would  be  very  serviceable. 
Whatever  encoaragement  we  might  give 
by  acts  of  parliament  to  the  importation 
of  foreign  corn,  the  state  of  the  continent 
had  been,  was,  and  onfortonately  would, 
be  apprehended,  long  be  such,  that  fo- 
reign governments  would  prevent  the  ex- 
portation of  their  com.    France  was  at 
that  moment  going  to  slop  the  exportation. 
As  for  the  Baltic,  what  .could  be  feared 
from  the  northern  countries?    Look   at 
the  harassed  and  desolate  state  of  Poland. 
Was  it  to  be  feared  that  an  act  of  the 
British  government  would    immediately 
turn  Poland  into  a  fertile  country  ?  And 
were  that  practicable^was  not  the  king  of 
Prussia  strengthening  the  opinions  of  those 
who  thought  with  him  (Mr.  Whitbread), 
that  no  danger  of  an  overwhelming  impor- 
tation existed  in  that  quarter,  by  imposing 
oppressive  duties  on  the  exportation  of 
corn?   In  his  opinion,  goveraments  and 
legislattires  had  no   more    contcol  over 
such  matters  th^n  they  had  over  the  air. 
What  could  be  more  vigorous,  Tigilaot, 
and  omnipresent  than  the  power  of  Boo. 
n9part6  while  it  endured  ?  yet,  when  he 
attempted  to  prevent  us  (in  imitation  of 
.cur  disgraceful  example)  from  receiving 
sustenance  from  France,  he  failed.    The 
French  wanted  money  more  than  corn, 
we  wanted  corn  more  than  money;  the 
elastic  force  of  the  raw  material  burst  its 
bands,  and  French  ships  arrived  in  British 
ports  laden  with  that  forbidden  cargo.    So 
It  was  when  Buonaparte,  in  his  hostility 
.to  England,  attempted  to  compel  Russia 
from  sending  os   any  articles  of  naval 
.equipment.    As  in  the  other  instance,  the 
elastic  force  of  the  raw  material  burst  its 
bands,  and  the  exports  which  were  in  con- 
sequence made  to  this  country  from  Ruuia, 
occasioned  those  complaints  on  the  part 
of  the  French  emperor  which  led  to  his 
invasion  of  the  Russian  empire,,  and  even- 
tually to  the  condition  in  which  things 
now  were—a  condition  which  almost  in- 
duced some  people  among  us,  who  could 
not  sell  their  wheat  quite  so  well  as  they 
,did  formerly,  to  exclaim^  "  that  it  woald 


be  better  to  set  Boney  up  again/'  [A 
lattgh.3  They  considered  him  as  an  in« 
gredieut  which  tended  to  enhance  the 
money  market.  If  this  spirit  were  per- 
mitted to  gain  head,  he  was  afraid,  if  he 
might  use  such  contradictory  terms,  thst 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  must 
declare  war  again,  in  order  to  keep  peace 
with  the  people  at  home.  [A  laugh. J  Ad« 
verting  to  the  subject  of  averages,  he  con- 
tended that  their  fallacy  was  gross,  shkI 
generally  allowed.  It  had  been  allowed 
by  the  right  hon.  the  vice-president  oi  tha 
board  of  trade,  who  had  neverthelcM  said 
that  he  must  take  them,  because  he  did 
not  know  what  else  to  do.  As  a  legislator, 
that  right  hon.  gentleman  ought  to  endea* 
vour  to  discover  what  to  do.  For  his  part, 
he  could  not  agree  to  the  proposed  Reso- 
lutions, unless  some  more  correct  mode  of 
obtaining  the  averages  was  resorted  to. 
He  had  been  told  by  several  well*  informed 
persons,  that  had  the  averages  been  fairly 
struck  throughout  the  kingdom,  the  porta 
would  have  been  shut  so  long  ago  as  No- 
vember. Were  llie  averages  better  taken 
therefore,  they  would  afibrd  greater  pro* 
tection  to  the  farmer.  In  the  first  place 
he  would  say,  "  take  the  averages  better, 
and  the  ports  will  sooner  be  shut."  In  the 
second  place,  "  now  the  ports  are  shut, 
wait  until  you  see  the  effect  before  you 
adopt  any  new  measures.''  He  was  not 
afraid  of  any  inundation  of  corn  from 
abroad;  because  be  knew  it  would  not 
come.  He  was  not  afraid  of  meeting  the 
foreigner  in  the  market,  because  he  knew 
that  nobody  would  buy  foreign  wheat  if 
they  could  get  English  at  the  same  price. 
The  exportation  in  the  last  year  from  Ire* 
land  alone,  had  been  as  great  within 
30,000  quarters. as  in  any  former  year; 
and  thus  the  Irishman  was  able  to  meet 
the  foreigner  bblh  in  quantity  and  quality. 
He  had  heard  the  sages  of  the  Corn-market 
predict  long  ago,  that  com  would  never 
again  be  cheap  in  this  country.  Thank 
God,  he  had  lived  to  hear  them  lament, 
that  it  was  not  likely  to  be  again  dear. 

Lord  BinmiMg  rose  to  explain.  He  de« 
nied  that  he  had  held  any  language  hos- 
tile towards  France,  as  had  been  attri« 
buted  to  him  ;  but  had  said,  on  the  con« 
trary,  that  be  hoped,  trusted,  and  be- 
lieved, that  we  should^  in  consequeact*  of 
the  good  understanding  between  the  Bri- 
tish government  and  the  amiable  Fr«-nch 
monarch,  maintain  the  reUiiona  of  peace 
and  amity  with  that  country  for  many 
years  to  come. 
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Mr.  Pmuomby  deprecated  hasty  diacm-  | 
sion.    The  bitterest  foe  to  the  coontry 
could  DOl  wish  ]|Dy  thing  better. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then 
moved  an  adjoominent  of  the  debate; 
which  was  agreed  to,  it  being  then  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 
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Thtrsday,  February  23* 

Trial  bt  Jury  in  Scotland.]  The 
order  of  the  day  upon  which  their  lord- 
ships  were  sammoned,  being  read. 

The  Lori  Chancelhr  said,  he  had  now 
the  honour  to  propose  to  their  lordships, 
for  a  second  reading,  the  Bill  for  farther 
extending  the  system  of  Jury-trial  in  Scot- 
land.     Their  lordships  would   recollect, 
that  he  had  before  presented  a  bill,  which 
be  had,  with  leaye  of  the  House,  with- 
drawn, and  then  presented  this  Bill,  which 
he  considered  as  a  very  material  improTe- 
menu    He  felt  great  satisfaction  in  stating, 
that  the  measure  was  likely  to  be  agree- 
able to  those  for  whose  ben^t  it  was  de- 
signed.    How  the  system  of  Jury- trial 
had  gone  so  much  into  desuetude  in  Scot- 
land, he  did  not  know;   but  when  the 
Court  of  Session  was  established,  the  pro- 
cess of  brieres  out  of  Chancery  had  given 
way  to  the  process  by  summons.    That 
court  acted  both  as  a  court  of  law  and 
equity,  but  whether  this  had  or  had  not 
been  attended  with  advantage  to  Scotland, 
It  was  now  probably  of  little  use  to  in- 
quire.   After  that  system  had  been  so 
Ions  established,  however,  he  was  per- 
suaded that  it  would  be  felt  to  be  a  de- 
sirable object  that  nothing  should  be  done 
except  what  was  agreeable  to  the  people 
of  Scotland*    He  himself  wished  that  the 
measure  could  be  carried  further ;  but  at 
the'same  time  he  was  aware  of  the  import- 
ance of  effecting  the  change  gradually, 
and  in  a  manner  the  most  satisfactory  to 
those  chiefly  concerned.  There  was  matter, 
however,  for  a  great  deal  of  discussion  in 
the  committee ;  but  the  question  now  was 
merely  this— whether  their  lordships  would 
consent  to  introduce  the  principle  to  this 
extent.    If  their  lordships  agrf^ed  to  this 
as  the  first  step,  and  adopted  the  measure 
now,  even  to  this  partial  extent,  he  was 
aati^ed  that  at  no  distant  period  those 
itoble  lords  who  thought  that  the  matter 
ought  to  be  carried  further,  woald  have 
their  wishes  gratified,  and  that  the  feelings 
of  the  country  would  go  along  with  them.' 
It  was  enough  for  him  to  state  this  much 


now.  Though  this  measure  did  not  go  the 
length  which  some  thought  desirable,  be 
thought  it  a  great  deal  better  even  to  do 
this  than  .to  do  nothings  He  would  not« 
therefore,  by  endeavouring  to  carry,  the 
matter  to  the  extent  to  which,  in  his  own 
opinion,  it  might  be  osefnlly  carried,  risk 
the  loss  of  that  utility  with  which  the 
measure  in  its  present  state  would  be  at- 
tended, if  it  pleased  their  lordships  to 
adopt  it. 

The  Earl  of  Mcrtan  said,  that  this  Bill 
contained  a  great  many  excellent  regula- 
tions for  the  conduct  of  Jury-trial,  bat 
there  was  one  thing  which  the  Bill  could 
not  do.  It  could  not  make  and  prepam 
the  minds  of  men  for  the  reception  and 
exercise  of  this  species  of  trial  to  its  full 
extent,  and  it  was  necessary  that  the  ez* 
periment  should  be  made  in  this  manner 
for  the  present,  since  the  plan  coald  only 
be  considered  as  an  experiment.  It  bad 
arisen  out  of  the  vast  arrear  of  Scotcb 
causes  in  their  lordships  house.  There 
was  one  great  source  of  the  number  of 
appeals  brought,  %>iq|iich  he  bad  not  heard 
noticed  by  any  one  who  had  spoken  on 
the  subject ;  he  meant  what  was  called  the 
nobik  ijicium  of  the  Court  of  Session.  He 
did  not  mean  to  cast  any  imputation  on 
the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Session,  who 
only  did  what  their  predecessors  had 
done,  and  exercised  the  power  with  great 
discretion.  This  power  was  that  of  inter- 
posing to  give  relief  where  the  law  bore 
too  hard  upon  an  individual.  Tl^e  conse- 
quence of  this  was,  that  a  great  number  of 
persons  who  knew  the  law  to  be  against 
them,  began  to  exercise  their  nolnk  qfichtm^ 
and  br<)ught  actions  in  the  hope  that  they 
might  succeed  by  the  means  of  this  noink 
qfficium  of  the  Court  of  Session.  This  was 
therefore  a  great  encouragement  to  litiga- 
tion in  the  court  below,  and  consequently 
brought  a  number  of  additional  appeals  to 
their  lordships  house. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  he  agreed  that  it  vraa 
highly  desirable  that  Jury- trial  in  civil 
cases  should  be  further  extended  in  Scot- 
land, and  if  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
on  the  wooUack  had  proposed  that  in  the 
shape  of  a  resolution,  there  was  no  man 
in  the  House  who  would  not  willingly 
have  concurred  in  it ;  but  when  a  Bill  was 
introduced,  the  principle  must  be  looked 
at  with  referei^e  to  what  ^as  contained  in 
that  Bill.  Looxing  at  the  Bill  in  this  point 
of  V4ew,  he  must  say,  that  he  was  hostile 
to  the  principle  of  this  Bill.  His  first 
objection  to  the  meaiuie  wa^  that  it  was 
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optional  with  the  court  whether  to  order 
the  Jory-trial  or  not ;  whereas,  in  his  opi- 
nion! in  qoeations  of  damages,  it  oogbt  to 
be  imperatiTe  opon  them  to  allow  this 
mode  of  trial  at  the  requisition  of  the 
porsuer  or  defender.  This  was  what  had 
Deen  propoaed  by  the  writers  to  the  signet, 
lind  was  by  far  the  most  sensible  plan. 
His  next  objection  to  the  Bill  was,  (bat 
the  jury  were  only  to  decide  on  the  facts 
instead  of  deciding  on  the  facts  and  the 
law,  on  general  issues,  as  in  England.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  this  limitation  of  the 
powers  of  juries,  the  judge  was  to  give 
them  directions  in  matters  of  law.  For 
what  purpose  give  them  directions  as  to 
the  law,  if  they  were  not  to  consider  and 
decide  upon  it }  This  must  mean  one  of 
two  things  :  it  must  mean,  that  the  jury 
were  merely  to  report  the  facts  to  the 
judge,  or  that  they  were  to  take  his  law 
ana  not  their  own,  and  that,  too,  he  con- 
tended, in  tiolation  of  the  oath  which  they 
were  required  to  take.  It  would  have 
been  desirable,  that  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  should  have  set  himself  to  reconcile 
these  contradictions  in  this  curious  Bill, 
which  he  had  disclaimed  as  he  had  the 
former  Bill.  This  constitution  depended 
upon  two  great  and  leading  principles ; 
1st,  that  the  laws  were  to  be  made  with 
the  consent  of  the  people,  by  their  repre- 
sentatives ;  2d,  that  the  laws  were  also  on 
general  issues  to  be  interpreted  by  the 
country ;  and  hence  the  trial  by  jury  was 
emphatically  and  even  technically  called, 
'  trial  by  the  country/  The  principles 
which  ought  to  regulate  the  powers  of 
juries  with  respect  to  their  verdicts,  had 
been  clearly  stated  by  one  of  the  greatest 
lawyers  that  this  country  had  ever  pro* 
duced.  Chief  Justice  Yaughan,  that  emi- 
nent judge,  had  stated,  that  on  general 
issues,  juries  must  decide  on  the  law ;  and 
the  rest  of  the  judges  of  the  Common-pleas 
concurred  with  him.  Suppose  a  juryman 
understood  the  law  better  than  the  judge, 
was  he  to  give  up  his  own  law,  and  adopt 
that  of  the  judge  ?  The  noble  and  learned 
)ord  on  the  woolsack  had  done  well  to  re- 
ject the  expresnon  of  the  Scotch  junto, 
that  this  was  a  Bill  for  the  introduction  of 
Jury-trial  in  civil  cases  into  Scotland.  It 
had  been  introduced  in  revenue  causes 
•t  the  time  of  the  Union,  and  the  jury  was 
required  to  be  unanimous  aa  in  England. 
When,  then,  the  way  had  been  already, 
prepared,  and  the  experiment  already 
tried  and  found  to  answer  so  completely, 
were  they  to  luftr  tbemiel ves  to  be  led  by 


a  parcel  of  Scotch  lawyers  ?  It  was  u^^ 
that  the  minds  of  the  people  were  not  pre* 
pared  for  a  measure  that  should  carry 
the  matter  farther,  and  that  nothing  for- 
ther  would  be  acceptable.  What  evi« 
dence  bad  they  of  this  ?  It  did  not  appear 
that  there  was  any  thing  like  unanimity 
among  the  lawyers  for  confining  the  mea« 
sure  in  this  manner.  It  was  only  carried 
in  its  present  state  by  51  against  29,  m 
majority  of  about  20,  composed,  perhaps^ 
of  a  number  of  boys,  who  knew  little 
about  the  matter.  There  was  another  re* 
markable  clause  in  this  Bill,  for  which  it 
was  impossible  for  any  Englishman  or  any 
impartial  Scotchman  to  vote,  a  clause 
which  enabled  the  judge  to  pack  the  jury^ 
which  in  cases  where  a  view  was  required, 
enabled  him  to  choose  whom  be  pleased 
out  of  the  pannel;  a  thing  which  waa 
monstrous  and  infamous;  a  thing  unheard 
of  before,  and  a  thing  which  it  was  impos- 
sible to  support  by  any  plausible  argu* 
ment.  He  remembered  a  story  which  was 
in  circulation  about  forty  years  ago,  about 
a  man  of  great  property  who  wanted  a 
wife,  and  went  to  the  opera  and  play* 
house,  and  whenever  he  saw  a  fashionable 
woman  whom  he  thought  unmarried,  be 
went  to  her  and  said,  '*  l^^^'IT  ^'  ^^^»  ®' 
would  you  rather  not  ?"  This  address, 
coming  from  one  who  was  a  total  stranger, 
constantlj  produced  the  answer,  *'  I  had 
rather  not.''  In  the  same  manner,  thia 
junCo  of  Scotch  lawyers  might  probably 
have  disgusted  many  by  the  manner  io 
which  they  proposed  this  measure.  It 
was  with  them,  "  Jury  or  not,  or  bad  yoa 
rather  not  }*'  Another  curious  feature  In 
this  Bill  was,  that  it  was  only  to  continue 
in  operation  for  seven  years,  while  the 
judge  was  appointed  for  life.  He  was 
aware  that  an  eminent  man  could  hardly 
be  found  to  accept  the  situation  unless  il 
was  to  be  for  life.  But  why  not  intro- 
duce a  proper  measure,  and  make  it  per- 
petual ?  And  after  all,  the  judge  might 
have  nothing  to  do,  for  it  might  please 
the  Court  of  Session  to  refer  nothing  to 
this  mode  of  decision.  He  hoped  at  any 
rate  that  a  clause  would  be  introduced, 
providing  that  an  annual  account  should 
be  sent  to  this  House  of  the  proceedings 
under  the  Bill.  He  objected  to  this  Bill^ 
therefore,  as  unconstitutional.  The  Ian* 
guage  was,  "  Wait  for  some  time— try 
this  first,  and  you  may  have  a  more 
perfect  measure  afterwards."  Suppose  a 
colonel  of  an  English  regiment  wished  to 
teach  his  troops  the   English   exercise. 
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alteration  might  b«  made  in  the  laws  re- 
specting the  importation  of  foreign  corn. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  to  consider  further  of  the  State 
of  the  Corn  Laws. 

Mr.  Walter  Burrell  combated  the  argo- 
ments  urged  on  a  former  evening  against 
the  Resolutions  which  had  been  submitted 
by  his  right  hon.  friend.  These  argu* 
ments,  he  said,  had  no  foundation  in  truth, 
and  were  fallacious  in  the  extreme.  He 
replied  to  what  had  fallen  from  an  hon. 
member  respecting  clay  lands.  He  did 
not  mean  to  say,  that  they  were  as  good 
as  some  other  soils ;  but  he  knew  that  they 
Tery  often  produced  three  quarters  per 
acre,  and  if  well  culti?ated,  as  much  as 
four  quarters,  and  the  weight  and  quality 
of  the  grain  were  excellent.  Now,  if 
those  lands  were  thrown  out  of  cultivation 
in  consequence  of  the  low  price  of  corn, 
what  would  l>ecome  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  districts  in  which  they  prevailed  ? 
Could  they  feed  upon  furze,  or  would  the 
manufacturers  come  forward  and  relieve 
them  ?  It  had  been  said  also,  that  the 
farmers  would  be  able  to  sell  their  pro- 
duce lower,  because  the  property  tax  was 
taken  off;  but  during  the  last  year  they 
had  paid  the  property  tax  upon  their 
losses,  and  not  upon  their  profits.  The 
great  object  which  the  Resolutions  in  ques- 
tion had  in  view  was  the  protection  of  the 
iarmer  in  the  growth  of  corin,  so  that  he 
might  receive  the  fair  reward  of  his  la- 
bour, and  at  the  same  time  the  establish- 
ment of  such  a  system  as  would  ultimately 
lead  to  a  supply  of  grain  upon  reasonable 
terms.  This  object,  he  contended,  the 
resolutions  were  eminently  calculated  to 
obtain ;  and  they  should,  therefore,  have 
bis  unqualified  support— a  support  which 
he  was  satisfied  was  in  unison  with  the 
feelings  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
farmers  in  Sussex,  from  whom  he  bad  pre* 
tented  a  petition,  on  a  former  night,  to 
that  House. 

Lord  Jocdjffi  stated,  that  he  was  one  of 
those  who  very  seldom  addressed  the 
House;  he  would  not  detain  them  by 
going  into  a  detail  upon  the  diflferent 
topics  connected  with  this  question,  nor 
in  following  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
moved  the  amendment  (Mr.  Baring), 
through  that  range  of  statement  which  he 
had  produced  to  the  House,  in  a  speech, 
in  his  mind  more  calculated  to  mislead 
the  public  understanding,  than  any  speech 
Im  erer  heard  detivered.    The  noble  lord 
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said  he  had  had  the  honour  of  presenting 
a  petition  to  the  House,  signed  by  above 
500  of  the  most  enlightened  and  respect* 
able  agriculturists  of  the  county  he  had 
the  honour  to  represent;  and  be  wodd 
venture  to  say,  no  petition  more'  fully 
proving  the  present  inefficacy  of  the  corn 
laws  ever  was  presented  to  the  House.  In 
the  course  of  tne  few  wprds  he  had  to  say* 
he  would  take  the  liberty  of  adverting  to 
that  petition,  and  reading  one  or  two  re« 
solutions,  feeling,  that  to  use  the  sen- 
timents of  his  constituents  in  their  own 
expressive  language,  would  have  much 
greater  weight  with  the  committee  tbaa 
any  thing  he  could  offer  himself.  He 
thought  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to 
state  to  the  House  the  vast  anxiety  and 
interest  that  occupied  the  public  mind  ia 
Ireland  upon  this  subject;  for  they  must 
be  aware  of  the  great  extent  of  ^^icnltare 
that  covered  the  whole  face  of  that  country; 
nor  did  he  assume  too  much  in  attribnting 
to  that  agriculture,  those  resources  and 
energies  which  had  enabled  Ireland  so  ma* 
terially  to  contribute  to  the  present  situa- 
tion  of  afiairs  upon  the  continent,  and  to 
the  restoration  of  that  peace  in  Enropot 
which  now  so  happily  prevailed  through* 
out  the  world.  Here  the  noble  lord  ad« 
verted  to  some  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
petition  from  the  county  of  Lowth,  proving 
that,  in  the  three  months  proTioua  to 
Christmas  last,  by  the  returns  from  Lon* 
don,  of  January  2,  ISld,  258,812  quarter! 
of  foreign  wheat  were  imported  into  Lon« 
don,  and  only  350  of  Irish ;  and  In  the  same 
period,  48,611  quarters  of  foreign  oats 
were  imported  into  London,  aikl  onljr 
2,770  of  Irish ;  and  that,  in  the  week  Ibl* 
lowing  the  2d  of  January,  1815,  S5,590 
quarters  of  foreign  wheat,  with  24,088 
quarters  of  foreign  oats,  were  imported  into 
London,  and  not  a  grain  from  Ireland. 
Surely,  continoed  he,  these  are  uncontra* 
dieted  facts,  which,  whether  looking  to 
the  present  situation  of  the  empire,  or  to 
its  future  resources,  call  upon  the  legia* 
latore  for  amendment.  And  here  he  could 
not  help  noticing  what  fell  from  the  hon; 
member  last  night,  who  moved  the  amend- 
ment ;  who,  in  the  face  of  that  assembly, 
in  the  fece  of  the  country,  and  in  the 
face  of  common  sense,  ventured  to  com« 
pare  the  advantage  of  having  our  re* 
sources  within  ourselves,  and  deriving 
our  subsistence  from  our  own  soil,  with 
the  precarious  reliance  of  pf  oceriog  our 
subsistence  from  'a  foreign  market,  whicli 
might  be  withheld  whta  we  wero  ia  Ibo 
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utmost  want*  and  produce  an  onparalleled 
calamity,  and  such,  be  thooght  might  be 
the  caie  with  thi«  country,  if  the  House  j 
agreed  to  the  wishes  of  the  hon.  gentle-  * 
inan  :  for  how  could  any  one  suppose  that 
the  British  and  Irish  farmer,  who  had 
great  taxes  and  burthens  to  bear,  could 
Cultivate  his  land,  and  raise  bis  grain  at 
the  same  prices  as  the  foreign  farmer, 
who  had  none  of  these  drawbacks  to  con- 
tend  with  ?  With  regard  to  Ireland,  the 
noble  lord  thought,  by  what  he  had  stated 
from  the  resoluiioos  he  had  read,  that  the 
House  must  see  the  great  alarm  that  pre- 
Tailed  in  the  agricoltpral  world  there  on 
this  subject.  He  had  receiTed  a  letter 
from  an  eminent  agriculturist  in  the  county 
of  Lowth,  who  said  such  was  the  dismay 
amongst  them,  that  if  the  best  farm  in  Ire- 
land was  offered  to  him  for  nothing,  he 
being  obliged  to  till  the  land  under  exist- 
ing prices,  he  would  not  accept  the  boon. 
Surely,  this  state  of  things  required  the 
interhfrence  of  the  legislature.  Even  the 
hon.  gentleman  must,  in  bis  candid  mo- 
ments, see  the  injustice  that  was  done  to 
the  farmer ;  he  must  feel  that  the  manp- 
facturer  of  the  soil  bad  as  good  a  right  to 
protection  aa  any  other  whatsoerer.  For 
no  one  could  say  that  the  time  would  not 
again  return,  when  England,  forced  into 
the  contest,  would  not  want  those  resources 
Within  herself,  of  which  she  would  be  de- 
prived, if  by  following  the  advice  of  those 
on  the  opposite  aide,  we  should  deny  to 
the  farmer  that  solid  and  permanent  se- 
-^urity  which  alone  would  enable  him  to 
preserve  those  resources  within  this  coun- 
try which  experience-  had  already  shewn 
were  so  necessary  for  the  prosperity  of 
the  empire.  He  should,  under  all  the  cir* 
comstances,  vote  for  the  resolutions  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman ;  at  the  same  time 
he  was  by  no  means  certain  that  the 
wutximum  of  80s.  proposed  by  biro,  was 
sufficient  to  give  that  protection  to  the 
agricultoriat,  for  which  he  .  contended. 
But  if  it  was.  not  found  efficacious,  he 
truated  government  would  again  come 
forward,  in  that  manly  and  praiseworthy 
manner  they  had  done  upon  this  occasion, 
and  propose  to  the  House  some  other  ar* 
rangement  which  would  afford  a  perma- 
nent and  satisfactory  protection  to  the 
manufacturer  of  the  soil.  The  noble  lord 
concluded  by  trusting,  that  however  the 
House  legislated  on  the  subject,  they  would 
ever  bear  in  |heir  minds  huw  nearly  con- 
nected it  was  with  the  dearest  intereata  of 
Ireland.  ^ 
(VOL.  XXIX.) 


Mr.  FinU^  said,  the  question  was  o£ 
such  importance,  that  it  required  the  most 
cautious  and  deliberate  inquiry^  For 
himself,  as  he  had  found  the  utmost  diffi- 
culty in  examining  it,  so  he  felt  the 
greatest  diffidence  in  delivering  his  opi* 
nion.  He  was  convinced,  however,  that 
in  order  to  secure  an  economical  and  per« 
manent  supply  of  grain,  some  restriction 
was  necessary;  and  therefore  he  should 
support  the  resolutions  for  that  reason* 
and  because  they  would  no  less  protect 
the  manufacturing  than  the  agricultural 
interests  of  the  country.  It  was  most 
evident,  that  unless  the  price  of  grain  ex« 
ceeded  70i.  a  quarter,  a  great  part  of  the 
land  in  this  country  most  go  out  of  culti- 
vation ;  and  we  must  depend  upon  foreign 
supply  for  the  support  of  our  population* 
It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that 
foreign  supply  might  perhaps  be  withheld 
from  us  at  the  very  moment  when  most 
we  needed  it ;  and  it  was  in  vain  to  talk 
of  any  regulations  between  governments 
for  securing  it.  The  people  always  felt 
a  degree  of  alarm  at  seemg  grain  exported, 
however  low  its  price  nuKht  happen  to  be  ; 
and  if  the  price  were  high,  it  would  be 
impossible  t6  restrain  the  popular  feeling. 
He  had  himself  witnessed  that  last  summer, 
when  he  was  in  France,  at  the  time  the 
new  regulations  respecting  the  exporter 
tion  of  com  were  promulgated,  and  whea 
the  price  of  it  was  extremely  moderate  in 
that  country.  With  respect  to  the  con- 
flicting intereats  embraced  in  the  present 
question,  he  perfectly  agreed  in  the  opi- 
nion exprened  by  the  hon.  member  for 
Bedford,  in  his  most  eloquent  and  arousing 
speech  last  night,  that  great  exaggerationa 
bad  taken  place  on  both  sides.  As  to  the 
price  at  which  protection  ought  to  be  af- 
forded to  the  farmer,  he  was  only  anxious 
that  it  should  not  be  affiirded  at  a  higher 
rate  than  the  necessity  of  the  case  actually 
demanded. 

Sir  John  Newport  observed,  that  the 
measure  had  two  classes  of  opponents. 
That  party,  highly* respectable  as  he  al- 
lowed >at  to  be,  and  operating  more  by 
their  talents  than  their  number,  who 
openly  avowed  their  hostility  to  it — the 
political  economists;  and  those  whose 
enmity  was  more  covert";  who,  while  they 
professed  to  protect  agriculture,  were  dis** 
posed  to  narrow  that  protection  so  much 
as  to  render  it  utterly  unavailing.  The 
situation  of  the  question  in  this  respect 
might  be  compared  to  that  of  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade ;  which  had  also  twa 
(3T) 
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classes  of  opponents.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  was 
much  longer  deferred  by  th«  opposition 
of  the  gradual  abolitionists  than  by  that 
of  the  opponents  of  abolition  altogether. 
Without  some  efficient  protection  it  was 
impossible  that  our  farmers,  surrounded 
by  difficulties,  could  be  successful  in  the 
struggle  against  foreign  agriculturii^ts. 
There  was  also  much  of  political  conside- 
ration in  the  question ;  as  it  was  by  no 
means  fitting  that  this  countr}*^  should 
depend  for  its  subsistence  on  the  caprice 
or  on  the  hostility  of  other  countries. 
Alluding  to  the  speech  made  last  night 
by  his  hon.  friend,  the  member  for  Taun- 
ton (Mr.  Baring),  he  observed,  that  two 
or  three  topics  were  introduced  into  that 
speech  which  had  better  been  spared ;  but 
more  particularly  the  attempt  to  draw  a 
line  pf  demarcation  between  the  different 
erders  in  Great  Britain,  which  really  did 
not  exist;  for  it  was  well  known  that 
there  was  a  much  more  intimate  con- 
nexion between  the  landlords  and  the 
tenantry  in  this  country  than  in  any  other 
in  Europe.  His  hon.  friend  had  alleged, 
that  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  a  great 
majority  of  the  House  to  force  this  n\ea* 
sure  upon  the  people.  This  was  not  the ' 
case ;  and  the  assertion  was  one  of  those 
exaggerations  which,  upon  such  a  subject 
as  the  present,  was  peculiarly  to  be  de- 
precated. The  only  object  of  which  he 
knew  was  to  ddopt  such  measures  as  were 
calculated  to  secure,  not  the  temporary, 
but  the  permanent  interest  of  the  people. 
It  had  been  roundly  asserted  by  his  hon. 
friend,  that  parliament  were  about  to 
give  a  security  to  the  agricultural  interest 
which  had  neyer  been  giren  to  any  other 
interest,  commercial  or  manufacturing. 
Let  any  one  look  at  the  statute  book,  and 
they  would  find  that  (he  reverse  was  the 
fact.  They  would  find  that  every  de- 
scription of  commercial  and  manufac- 
turing interest  was  there  protected  by  ex- 
press provisions.  What  was  proposed, 
therefore,  was  only  to  extend  to  the  agri- 
cultural interest  that  protection  which 
other  interests  had  long  enjoyed;  and  in 
80  doing,  eventually  to  benefit  the  whole 
community.  Great  reliance  seemed  to 
have  been  placed  on  the  eflfect  to  be  pro* 
duced  on  the  feelings  of  the  House  by  a 
representation  of  the .  hardships  of  the 
labouring  population  of  this  country.  If 
the  labouring  population  of  the  country 
had  an  interest  different  from  that  of  the 
•ther  part  of  the  population^  it  shoold  be 
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recollected  that  another  class  of  the  labour* 
ing  population  should  enter  into  the  caU 
culation,  l^esides  the  manufacturing  class. 
Out  of  twelve  millions  and  a  half,  the 
population  of  this  country,  there  were  not 
less  than  from  four  to  five  millions  depen- 
dent on  agriculture  ;  and  out  of  six  millions 
of  the  population  of  Ireland,  there  were 
at  least  four  millions  of  the  same  class. 
Here,  therefore,  were  from  eight  to  nine 
millions,  out  of  a  population  of  eighteen 
millions  and  a  half,  employed  in  agricul* 
ture  ;  and  yet  these  were  pronounced  not 
worth  attention!  Could  any  thing  be 
more  monstrous  ?  While  speaking  of  Ire- 
land, the  interest  of  which  country  seemed 
to  have  been  strangely  forgotten  on  this 
subject,  it  might  not  be  uninteresting  to  state 
how  far  she  had,  as  an  agricutoral  coon- 
try,  been  affected  by  the  last  Intercourse 
Act  which  had  been  passed,  and  in  what 
proportion  Great  Britain  had  been  benefited 
by  her  exertions.  During  the  three  years, 
1804-5-6,  which  preceded  the  passing  of 
the  Intercourse  Act,  Ireland  exported  to 
England  975,000  quarters.  In  the  three 
subsequent  years,  1808-9-10,  the  exporta- 
tions  reached,  under  the  Intercourse  Act, 
1,800,000  quarters,  and  the  three  last 
years  it  had  amounted  to  2,]70,0(X)  quar- 
ters. To  this,  he  presumed,  it  would  be 
said,  that  Ireland  was -sufficiently  bene- 
fited by  this  exportation.  But  was  she 
benefited  alone  ?  No,  precisely  in  the  pro- 
portion of  the  increase  in  the  demand  for 
corn  upon  Ireland  from  Gjreat  Britain,  had 
been  the  increase  in  the  demand  for 
woollens  upon  Great  Britain  from  Ireland. 
The  export  of  woollens  from  Great  Britain 
to  Ireland  in  the  years  which  he  had 
already  mentioned  when  speaking  of  the 
increasing  exportation  of  corn  from  Ire- 
land to  Great  Britain,  had  increased  from. 
2,100,000  yards  to  2,300,000  yards ;  and 
from  2,300,000  yards  to  3,700,000  yards. 
On  this  subject,  therefore,  as  on  every 
other,  the  interests  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  were  the  same.  It  was  the  in- 
terest as  well  as  the  duty  of  parliament  to 
guard  the  interests  of  a  country  so  able 
and  so  willing  to  contribute  to  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  empire.  It  might  be 
supposed  that  the  increasing  demand  on 
the  part  of  Ireland  for  British  manufactures 
had  been  occasioned  by  an  increasing  de* 
mand  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  for 
Irish  manufactures ;  but  that  was  not  the 
case.  Durinff  the  periods  to  which  be  had 
alluded,  the  demand  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  for  Irish  liaena  bad  actvwUy  fallen 
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off;  which  proved  that  it  was  not  that 
resource,  but  the  sale  of  her  core,  which 
had  enabled  Ireland  to  make  ^so  great  a 
demand  for  the  woollens  of  Great  Britain. 
Considering  that  it  was  a  most  essential 
object  both  to  the  roanafacturer  and  to 
the  agricoltaristy  that  the  empire  should 
be  maintained  in  a  state  independent  of 
the  caprice  or  enmity  of  other  countries 
with  respect  to  its  supply  of  food— con- 
sidering that  the  interests  of  the  manufac- 
turer and  agriculturist  were  inseparably 
connected — considering  that  the  interests 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  were  inse- 
parably connected—- looking  at  all  the  ob- 
jects and  interests  at  stake,  he  did  think 
that  e?en  if  the  manufacturer  were  called 
upon  to  make  some  sacrifice  (which,  he 
contended,  was  nevertheless  not  the  casej 
as  a  good  citizen,  he  was  bound  to  make 
it.  It  hud  been  asked,  why  the  Irish  should 
feel  so  much  uneasiness,  when  the  decrease 
of  her  exports  was  only  30,000  quarters  ; 
but  she  had  also  decreased  2l6,(KX)  quar- 
ters in  foreign  exports,  to  Spain,  Portugal, 
&c.  A  country  like  Ireland  might  feel 
difficulties,  even  though  exportation  in- 
creased. There  were  many  farmers  who 
had  not  capital  to  enable  them  to  hold 
back  from  the  market,  and  who  most,' 
therefore,  sell,  whether  for  profit  or  loss. 
They  must  go  to  market  even  though  it 
was  going  to  their  rjiin.  He  was  con- 
vinced it  was  an  essential  thing  even  for 
our  manufacturers  that  we  should  be  in* 
dependent  of  foreign  countries.  The  real 
■trength  of  the  country  was  concerned  in 
it,  and  in  every  view  of  our  interests  it 
was  necessary  that  a  legislative  measure 
iimilar  to  the  one  proposed  should  be 
enacted. 

Mr.  PraMand  Ltwi$  declared,  that  after 
all  the  attention  which  he  had  been  able 
to  bestow  on  this  subject,  he  was  convinced 
not  only  of  the  expediency,  but  of  the  ab- 
•olote  necessity  of  some  legislative  inter* 
ference  to  avert  impending  ruin  from  the 
agricultural  interest;  although  he  knew 
that  on  this  subject  he  differed  materially 
in  opinion  from  many  individuals,  to  whose 
aentiments  he  had  been  accustomed  to  pay 
the  greatest  respect.  In  the  course  of  the 
argumenu  which  had  been  urged  on  the 
question,  much  misrepresentation  had 
taken  place  with  respect  to  tbo  present 
price  of  com  in  France,  which  had  been 
atated  at  a  rate  much  lower  than  that 
which  it  was  in  reality.  In  the  meeting 
which  had  taken  place  on  this  subject  oat 
of  doors,  authentic  docnmenu  had  been 
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produced,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the 
present  price  of  corn  at  Paris  was  5B$.  a 
quarter,  and  that  although  in  some  of  the 
provinces  it  was  so  low.  as  36t.  and  38s.  a 
quarter,  yet  that  the  average  price  through- 
out France  was  46j.  and  not,  as  had  been 
erroneously  said,  40f.  It  should  be  consi- 
dered also,  that  this  calculation  had  been 
made  at  the  old  rate  of  exchange,  24 
livres  to  the  pound.  The  fall  in  the  price 
of  corn  did  not  altogether  depend  on  the 
quantity  imported.  Recently,  a  greater 
fall  had  taken  place,  particularly  in  barley, 
than  the  importations  would  warrant.  The 
fact  was,  that  the  state  of  the  country 
during  the  last  war  had  given  rise  to  the 
existing  circumstances ;  for  during  the 
war  such  impediments  had  necessarily 
been  thrown  in  the  way  of  importation, 
that  the  native  agriculturist  was  encou- 
raged to  an  extension  of  his  exertions ; 
and  now  that  our  ports  had  been  open  to 
all  the  nations  of  Europe,  the  sudden 
change  had  exposed  him  to  the  impend- 
ing ruin,  which  it  was  the  object  of  the 
proposed  measure  to  avert.  With  respect 
to  the  rate  at  which  the  importation  price 
should  be  fixed,  he  thought  that  it  ought 
to  be  as  low  as  possible.  The  object  was 
not  to  fix  such  an  extravagant  price  as  to 
bring  soils  into  cultivation  naturally  unfit 
for  it,  but  solely  to  protect  the  farmer  from 
imminent  danger.  It  was  known  that 
there  were  infinite  variations  of  price 
throughout  the  different  markeu  of  the 
different  parts  of  this  kmgdom.  For  in- 
stance, the  price  received  by  the  farmer  ia 
Northumberland  and  East  Lothian  mast 
be  much  less  than  that  received  by  the 
farmer  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  metro- 
polis, as  the  freight  and  charges  of  bringi* 
ing  the  grain  to  the  port  of  London  waa  to 
be  deducted  from  it.  The  subject  of 
averages  was  involved  in  considerable 
difficulty.  The  kingdom  was,  it  was  well 
known,  divided  into  twelve  districts ;  the 
quantities  of  grain  sold  in  the  markets  of 
each  district,  and  the  average  prices,  were 
stated  in  a  return  ;  and  the  corn- inspector, 
from  the  twelve  returns,  took  an  average 
for  the  whole  kingdom.  There  were 
many  objections  to  this  mode.  At  one 
market  in  Norfolk  there  were  in  one  week 
109  quarters  sold,  and  at  another  market 
4.000  quarters;  and  the  return  was  as 
much  influenced  by  the  one  aa  the  others 
In  the  maritime  diHricU  of  Wales  and 
Cornwall  the  prices  were  generally  higher 
than  in  London.  Farmers  were  generally 
aware  tbat  the  prices  in  the  Geaette  were 
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not  to  be  depended  on.  The  only  security 
they  could  have  of  an  approximation  to 
accaracyi  would  be  in  the  universality  of 
the  transaction.  The  fact  was,  that  the 
law  of  1 804  had  never  yet  been  in  opera- 
tion ;  and  it  would  be  desirable  to  have 
the  mode  devised  by  that  law  altered.  If, 
by  correcting  the  manner  of  takihcc  the 
average,  three  or  four  shillings  could  be 
obtained,  he  would  prefer  769.  to  805.  under 
the  present  mode.  He  wished  to  advert 
shortly  to  the  atate  of  our  currency,  which 
was  at  present  without  a  standard.  The 
House  ought  to  have  their  eyes  open  to 
this  in  fixing  the  importation  price ;  for 
the  necessity  for  the  present  alteration  had 
mainly  grown  out  of  the  depreciation  of 
our  currency.  He  could  not  help  advert- 
ing to  the  great  improvement  in  legislating 
with  respect  to  corn,  which  had  taken 
place  since  the  middle  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  2nd.  At  that  time  it  was  im- 
possible to  buy  corn  for  the  purpose  of 
selKng  it  again.  Now  vbere  was  a  per- 
fectly free  trade  between  all  parts  of  £ng« 
land,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  a  free  expor- 
tation, and  only  a  trifling  impediment  to 
a  free  importation. 

Lord  Pioby  declared  his  intention  of 
▼oUog  for  the  resolutions,  being  fully  im- 
pressed, that  whatever  benefit  and  pro- 
tection were  held  out  to  the  agriculturist, 
equally  improyed  the  manufacturing  in- 
terests. He  said,  that  an  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Baring)  was  himself  a  striking  in- 
stance of  the  advantages  which  were  pos- 
sessed by  merchants'  sons,  and  he  saw  no 
reason  why  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
^rmers  should  not  share  them. 

Mr.  Caicrqft  was  sorry  that  any  measures 
on  the  subject  of  the  corn  laws,  should  be 
pressed  at  the  present  time  ;  but  as  they 
were,  he  should  not  refrain  from  entering 
into  the  consideration  of  them.  The  hon. 
member  (Mr.  Baring)rhad  talked  of  an 
immense  tribute  which  the  other  classes  of 
society  paid  to  the  landed  interest  Though 
he  was  one  of  the  landed  interest,  he  did 
not  conceive  that  be  was  under  any  obliga- 
tion to  any  of  the  other  classes  for  what 
they  had  purchased  from  him  as  a  farmer 
or  landholder.  The  hon.  member  had 
also  talked  of  a  want  of  connexion  between 
the  landlords  and  tenantry  of  this  country. 
Those  who  were  acquainted  with  England, 
most  know  that  the  lajadholders  passed 
one  half  of  the  year  in  the  midn  of  their 
tenantry.  On  these  poinu  be  certainly 
could  not  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  of  bis 
koo.  friend.    Hot  could  he  agree  with 
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gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that  this  was, 
at  least  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  a  question 
unconnected  with  rent.  Rent  was  cer- 
tainly a  component  part  of  the  price  of 
the  produce  respecting  which  they  were 
now  legislating.  Look  at  it  in  Scotland^ 
and  look  at  it  in  Ireland.  They  had  it  ia 
evidence  Trom  a  farmer  in'  East  Lothian, 
that  for  420  acres  he  paid  a  rent  of  2,500/1. 
a  year,  and  that  the  value  of  the  produce 
might  be  5,0004  one  half  of  which  went  to 
the  landlord*  So  much  for  the  subject  of 
rent.  An  hon.  gentleman,  who  had  spoken 
on  this,  as  he  did  on  all  subjects,  with  great 
ability,  was  surprised  how  so  much  effect 
could  be  produced  in  discouraging  our 
agriculture  by  so  small  an  importation. 
He  could  easily  satisfy  the  hon.  gentleman 
how.  The  quality  of  the  French  com  was 
this  last  year  so  much  better  than  our  owir« 
that  the  millers  would  not  buy  the  latter 
unless  they  could  almost  get  it  for  nothing; 
^nd  hence-a  comparatively  small  importa- 
tion bad  produced  such  a  bad  efiect  in 
respect  to  our  farmers.  When  he  had 
ever  put  the  question  to  our  farmers,  what 
price  -they  could  have  got  for  their  inferior 
wheat  had  there  been  no  foreign  importa- 
tion ?  the  answer  was — almost  any  thing 
that  we  should  have  asked.  It  was  troe, 
that  barley  had  almost  been  a  drug,  not- 
withstanding the  exportation  of  it  had  ex- 
ceeded the  importation.  In  fact,  it  could 
hardly  be  sold  at  any  price.  But,  then, 
this  was  because  government  were  no 
longer  purchasers,  and  because  the  tax  laid 
on  malt  by  government  had  the  effect  of 
preventing  the  lower  people  from  getting 
that  beverage  which  every  English  labourer 
ought  to  have,  and  which  every  English 
labourer  wished  to  have.  The  legislature 
ought  not  to  interfere  in  imposing  any  re- 
strictions on  importation,  unless  it  could  be 
made  out  that  such  restrictions  were  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole  community.  The  in- 
terference ought  in  the  first  place  to  be 
beneficial,  and  then  it  became  a  question* 
if  the  interference  ought  to  be  to  the  extent 
proposed  by  the  resolution.  He  hM  op* 
posed  the  Corn  Bill  the  year  before  the 
last^  and  he  had  not  to  regret  that  he  had 
done  so.  He  had  never  known  a  Bill  of 
such  importance  attempted  to  be  carried 
through  on  such  imperfect  evidence.  He 
bad  only  voted  against  it,  and  for  that  vote 
he  had  received  the  thanks  of  all  his  neigh* 
hours,  both  farmers  and  others.'  The  pre- 
sent measure  came  forward  at  a  time  when 
the  agriculturists  were  certainly  labouring 
under  a  considerable  degree  i»C  distress 
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tnd  a  more  perfect  inqoiry  bad  been  made 
than  thai  on  which  the  former  measure  was 
brought  in ;  but  aiill  there  was  not  suflfi- 
cient  evidence  for  them  to  legislate  on. 
We  stood  now  in  a  new  order  of  things, 
and  the  farmer  was  secure  from  importa- 
tion for  ihree  months  to  come.  The  prices 
for  a  great  many  years  past  had  never 
been  so  low  as  the  rate  at  which  importa- 
tion was  prohibited.  The  property  tax 
had  an  effect  on  the  dealings  of  every 
order  in  the  community,  and  the  repeal  of 
that  tax  ought,  therefore,  to  be  taken  into 
account  in  any  legislative  measure  of  the 
nature  of  the  present.  For  these  reasons* 
as  the  farmer  was  secured  for  three 
months,  be  coold  have  wished  the  post- 
ponement of  the  subject  for  six  or  seven 
weeks,  during  which  interval  the  House 
might  have  been  employed  in  making  fur- 
ther inquiry.  But  not  to  press  this  objec* 
tion,  and  dealing  with  the  question  as  it 
now  stood,  a  permanent  and  a  temporary 
measure  were  now  before  the  House*  He 
was  at  first  inclined  to  a  temporary  mea- 
sure; but  on  farther  consideration  tt  ap- 
peared to  him  almost  as  a  matter  of  indif- 
ference ;  because  if  this  permanent  mea- 
sure should  be  found  inimical  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  community,  he  was  con- 

'  vinced  i^  would  soon  become  temporary ; 
and  if  the  temporary  measure  was  found 
on  trial  to  answer  its  purpose,  it  would  be 
continued.  For  this  reason  be  should  not 
vote  for  the  temporary  measuro. 

With  respect  to  the  importation  price, 
the  lower  the  rate  at  which  the  farmer 
could  be  protected,  the  more  satisfactory 
it  would  be  to  the  country,  and  the  more 
likely  to  answer  the  end  desired.    It  was 

*  to  be  kept  in  view  that  the  most  flourishing 
state  of  our  affricolture  had  taken  place 
not  only  under  importation,  but  the 
greatest  importation  ever  known  in  this 
country.  It  was  found  that  this  importa- 
tiori  did  not  at  all  interfere  with  the  profits 
of  the  farmer.  The  farmer  need  not  in 
ordinary  years  look  with  any  degree  of 
alarm  at  any  imjportation ;  and  from  what 
he  knew  of  the  feeling  of  the  farmers  on 
this  subject,  he  did  not  believe  that  they 
did  look  with  alarm  at  it.  The  late  meet- 
ing at  K«nt  had  not  been  generally  au 
tended  .  by  the  farmers.  The  farmers 
throughout  the  country  were,  he  believed, 
waiting  with  patience  to  see  what  the 
House  would  do  for  them,  without  troubling 
then^  with  ahy  solicitation.  The  rise  of 
I5a„  from  65f.  to  80t.  was  an  immense 
•om— almost  30  per  xent.  at  one  jumpi-* 
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and  that  at  a  time  when  our  wheat  was  of 
the  worst  quality,  and  the  quantity  of  it 
not  great.  The  House  ought  to  be  cau- 
tious how  they  raised  the  price  of  the 
means  of  subsistence  beyond  what  the 
wages  of  labour  could  purchase;  if  they 
did  so,  we  must  revert  to  the  system  we 
had  followed  during  the  war,«>that  was, 
paying  the  wages  of  agricultural  labour 
out  of  the  poor  rates.  Was  this  state  of 
things  desirable  during  a  peace  ?  Nothing 
but  necessity  could  justify  such  an  expe* 
dient.  It  had  been  said^Woold  you  have 
raised  the  wages  of  labourers  to  20f.  and 
25s.  a  week,  which  had  often  been  paid  of 
late  to  large  families?  In  his  opinion  it 
would  have  been  better  to  do  so  than 
resort  to  the  expedient  in  question.  It  had 
been  said  by  some  gentlemen,  that  wheat 
would  not  rise  after  passing  this  measure 
to  the  utmost  limit  of  the  importation  price; 
it  might  be  so,  but  this  year  be  had 
no  doubt  that  it  would.  If  there  was  an 
average  of  80s.  taken,  the  best  wheat 
would  be  sold  at  100«.  a  quarter.  On 
taking  up  any  provincial  newspaper,  the 
House  would  soon  be  convinced  of  tbis» 
He  would  appeal  to  any  practical  man  if, 
on  an  average  of  80t.,  the  best  wheat 
would  not  fetch  lOOf.  Was  it  necessary 
that  tho  best  wheat  should  be  at  lOOs.  to 
give  a  protection  to  the  farmer  ?  With 
regard  to  the  information  laid  before  tho 
House  as  to  the  expenses  of  farmersi  he 
had  only  to  observe,  that  it  was  zn  ex  parte 
evidence  throughout  No  cross-questions 
were  put  to  the  witnesses;  nothing  could 
be  more  unsatisfactory,  or  more  fallacious, 
than  the  statements  of  the  expense  of 
growing  an  acre  of  wheat.  So  much  was 
stated  for  fetching  in  the  corn,  and  so 
much  for  taking  it  out.  This  was  not  the 
way  that  farmers  went  to  work  in  paying 
for  their  labour :  they  might  as  well  say 
they  took  it  in  hackney-coaches:  they 
found  the  story  answered  their  purpose* 
and  that  it  was  oelieved  by  those  to  whom 
they  told  it.  The  farmers  were  a  prudent 
and  a  cautious  people,  and  knew  their 
business.  .This  was  their  business,  their 
trade ;  and  he  did  not  blame  them,  when 
they  foond  people  willing  to  believe  them 
to  make  such  sutements.  It  was  natural 
for  them  to  wish  to  make  the  best  bargain, 
and  to  set  the  greatest  profit  they  could; 
and  with  this  view  it  was  not  likely  they 
would  be  much  disposed  in  any  statement 
before  their  landlords  to  exaggerate  their 
profits,  or  onder-rate  their  expenses.  Ho 
ahonld  bo  very  sorry  if  any  farmer  of  hts 
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acquaintance  were  to  be  duped  by  such 
a  statement. 

The  situation  of  Ireland  formed,  assured- 
ly^an  important  consideration  in  this  ques- 
lion«  and  above  all,  in  matters  of  this  nature, 
it  was  most  (it  that  it  should  be  considered  an 
integral  part  of  the  empire,  for  which  the 
House  was  legislating.     If  in  making  tip 
his  mind,  one  thing  more  than  another 
had  bad  weight,  it  was  the  effect  the  mea* 
stire  was   calculated  to   have   upon  the 
aister  kingdom.     But  to  those  who  were 
8p  anxious  to  give  Ireland  protection,  he 
woald  put  one  question:   could  not  the^ 
agriculturists  there  grow  their  corn  at  a 
cheaper  rate  than  the  farmers  in  England  ? 
The  taxes  there  were  much  lower :  they 
had  no  poor  rates,  no  land  tax,  no  pro- 
perty tax;  and  with  respect  to  labour, 
three  men  in  Ireland  could  be  paid  with 
the  same  sum  that  would  be  given  to  one 
man  in  England.     A  noble  loi-d  (Binning), 
who  bad  so  ably  argued  last  night,  had 
made  all  his  calculations  upon  the  Scotch 
land  and  English  expenses;  knowing  that 
the  son  of  a  peer  of  Scotland  was  not 
allowed  to  sit  for  a  Scotch  borough,  he 
had  felt  it  a  matter  of  duty,  although  he 
took  the  part  of  his  native  soil,  not  to 
forget  that  he  was  an  English  representa- 
tive.   Several  causes  had  operated  against 
the  farmers,  amongst  others,  the  intricate 
conduct  of  the  millers;  in  his  own  neigh* 
bourbood  they  were  the  great  purchasers 
of  grain ;    but  in  making  their  returns  to 
the  inspector  they  ^always,  by  some  sin- 
gular accident,  forgot  to  state  the  value  of 
any   inferior  samples  they  had  bought, 
while  the  returned  price  of  grain  was  kept 
up  unfairly,  by  their  scrupulous  accuracy 
in  mentioning  the  highest  price  of  the 
finest  wheats  they  had  purchased.     This 
circumstance  had  tended  to  mislead  those 
who  had  calculated  the  average,  and  his 
opinion  was,  that  72f.  would  be  the  fairer 
price  to  be  named,  allowing  9s.  per  bushel; 
the  present  price  was  65s.  and  allowing 
Is.  per  quarter  in   addition,  he  thought 
would  answer  every  purpose  that  the  most 
sanguine  supporters  of  the  measure  could 
expect    To  the  Irish   growers  it  would 
aflford  advantages  beyond  those  that  were 
enjoyed  by  this  country.    He  was  anxious 
that  in  any  vote  upon  this  subject  that  the 
House  should   be  unanimous,  since  the 
operation  of  such  a  resolution  in  the  coun- 
try  would  be  much  more  advantageous, 
and  tend  to  convince  all  classes  that  their 
interests  had  been  duly  and  anxiously  coo* 
•ulted.    He  lamented  that  the  other  czpo- 
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riment  had  not  first  been  tried,  since  the 
recent  shutting  of  the  ports  would  be 
attributed  to  the  contemplation  of  the 
propositions  now  upon  the  table.  There 
were  many  members  in  the  House  who, 
like  him,  owed  their  daily  bread  to  farmers. 
That  he  depended  entirely  upon  his  rents 
he  fairly  acknowledged ;  but  be  hoped  that 
this  circumstance  did  not  interfere  with 
the  discharge  of  his  parliamentary  duty 
to  the  people  of  England,  and  he  was  con- 
vinced that  other  members  would  feel 
themselves  equally  bound  to  act  upon 
public  principle  and  not  upon  private 
interest.  He  heard  it  said  amongst  the 
public,  that  the  House  was  too  landed. 
This  objection  had  never  been  made 
before;  but  he  thought  that  there  were 
other  interests  sufficiently  powerful  in 
parliament,  to  check  any  attempt  which 
the  landed  interest  might  make  to  obtain 
an  undue  influence.  He  recommended 
unanimity  to  the  House.  The  candour 
and  temper  with  which  the  discus&iooa 
had  hitherto  been  carried  on,  would  do 
great  credit  to  parliament,  and  great  good 
to  the  community.  Should  the  measure 
be  duly  considered  and  progressively  in- 
troduced, its  effect  would  be  more  satis* 
factory.  The  people  were  not  ignorant  of 
the  distresses  of  the  farmers,  and  their 
opinion  had  lately  undergone  a  great  al* 
teration.  The  tradesmen  in  country  towns 
had  begun  to  feel  that  since  farmers  bad 
less  money  to  sp«:nd,  they  themselves  had 
less  to  receive.  This  led  them  to  rnquire 
into  the  cause  of  the  farmers  want  of  means, 
and  to  wish  th.it  some  relief  should  be 
granted  them.  He  concluded  by  recom- 
mending that  the  resoiuiious  should  be 
modified  as  be  had  mentioned.  If,  he  said, 
the  House  proceeded  in  a  slow,  considerate, 
and  dispassionate  manner,  he  had  no  doubt 
but  the  conclusion  of  their  deliberations 
would  be  highly  satisfactory  to  the  conn- 
try  at  large.  Above  all,  he  wished  them 
to  pay  attention  to  the  wants  and  neces- 
sities of  the  mrddling  and  lower  orders  of 
the  community. 

Sir  N.  CoUkurU  observed,  that  although 
it  should  ever  be  the  great  object  of  his 
public  exertions  to  support  the  best  inte- 
rests of  Ireland,  and  however  desirous  he 
should  be  to  have  those  interests  considered 
with  the  most  anxious  attention,  stili  be 
thought  that  in  every  question  of  moment 
no  separate  interesu  ought  to  weigh  against 
the  more  urgent  claims  of  toe  entire 
empire.  In  the  present  question,  he  was 
happy  to  find  them  perfectly  united*    Ht, 
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could  not  conceiYe  on  what  ground  of 
national  'policy^  the  *hon.  member  who 
spoke  last  should  refuse  to  Ireland  an 
equally  protecting  duty  with  England  ;  if» 
indeed,  any  difference  should  be  made, 
the  advantage  ought  to  be  giren  to  Ireland, 
labouring  as  she  was  under  the  want  of  a 
sufficient  capital.  The  agriculture  of  Ire- 
land should  be  encouraged^  as  being  con- 
ducive to  the  general  prosperity,  and  not 
exposed  to  an  unjust  competition  with 
foreign  growers,  injurious  in  a  serious  de- 
gree even  to  our  artisans  and  manufacturers. 
He  could  not  believe  that  the  effect  of 
the  proposed  resolutions  would  be  an  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  bread ;  for  if  he  had 
entertained  such  an  idea,  he  could  not,  as 
the  representative  of  a  populous  and  com- 
mercial city,  support  the  meashre.  The 
temporary  expedients  proposed  by  some 
members,  were  not  an  efiectual  remedy; 
but  a  specious  guise,  concealing  an  ultimate 
misfortune,  inducing  the  landholder  to  ex- 
pend his  capital  at  present,  and  deceiving 
him  by  the  show  of  protection*  while  it 
insured  the  certainty  of  his  future  ruin. 
He  trusted  the  House  would,  on  this  occa* 
■ion,  give,  by  its  firmness,  a  proof  to  all 
the  world,  that  it  was  determined  to  afibrd 
protection  to  agriculture. 

Mr.  Frotheroe  congratulated  the  House 
on  the  good  temper,  wisdom,  and  modera- 
tion, with  which  the  question  had  this  year 
been  discussed:  he  had  feared « that  the 
weight  of  government  influence  would 
have  been  employed  to  turn  the  scale 
against  the  real  merits  of  the  question; 
but  the  subject  had  been  introduced  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  in  a  wiay  that  re- 
moved all  apprehension  of  that  kind.  His 
opinions  were  certainly  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  measure  proposed,  although  he  was 
not  at  all  surprised  at  the  opinion  that 
seemed  to  prevail  in  the  House ;  he  was 
not  more  surprised  that  the  resolution 
shonld  have  been  opposed.  Charity  began 
at  homci  and  every  man  was  naturally 
anxious  to  support  the  system  by  which 
hif  own  peculiar  interests  were  promoted. 
It  was  not  bis  intention  to  draw  invidious 
distinctions ;  but  it  might  fairly  be  said  that 
the  land-owner  and  land -holder,  were  much 
benefited  by  the  removal  of  the  property 
tax.  while  many  of  the  supplies  necessary 
in  consequence  of  its  repeal  were  taken 
almost  exclusively  out  of  the  pocket  of  the 
manufacturer  and  merchant.  He  admitted 
that  the  farmers  might  labour  under  tem- 
porary distress,  and  be  felt  for  their  situa- 
tion ;    but  he  was   persuaded   that  the 


remedy  was  out  of  the  reach  and  province 
of  the  legislature.  If  it  came  to  that  alter- 
native, he  should  certainly  vote  in  favour 
of  72f.  the  lowest  price  that  had  been 
mentioned,  as  being  the  lesser  evil. 

Sir  John  Stewart  felt  assured,  that  what- 
ever regulations  the  House  might  adopt, 
his  countrymen  in  Ireland  would  be  well 
satisfied.  It  gave  him  sincere  pleasure  to 
see  the  two  kingdoms,  who  had  often  had 
subjects  of  dispute,  once  more  hand  in 
hand  co-operating  for  the  same  end.  At 
a  time  when  a  party  of  sovereigns  at 
Vienna,  with  the  map  of  Europe  before 
them,  with  unhallowed  fingers  were  carv- 
ing out  kingdoms  which  they  were  them- 
selves to  appropriate;  while  they*  were 
augmenting  their  subjects  and  increasing 
their  warlike  means  in  every  way ;  while 
Saxony  was  dismembered  to  gratify  one 
potentate,  and  Poland  was  appropriated  to 
satiate  the  ambition  of  another,  under  the  * 
exploded  pretext  of  fraternization,  it  be- 
hoved this  empire  to  look  well  to  her  own 
security,  and  by  making  herself  indepen- 
dent of  foreign  aid,  either  for  provisions  or 
for  soldiers,  to  prepare  against  any  war 
into  which  we  might,  not  long  hence,  be 
driven.     He  did  not  mean  to  bold  out  any 

gloomy  prospects,  but  assuredly  the  con- 
uct  of  our  late  allies  was  not  such  as  to 
justify  calculations  on  a  protracted  state  of 
tranquillity.  The  chief  resource  of  every 
country  was  its  ^agriculture ;  in  proportion 
as  that  was  improved,  population  was  found 
to  increase;  and  if  due  encouragement  were 
giren,  instead  of  18  millions,  Great  Britain 
might  in  a  short  time  have  to  number  28 
millions  of  inhabitants— not  slaves  bought, 
sold,  and  exchanged,  but  freemen,  attached 
to  the  soil  that  gave  them  birth,  and  in- 
sured them  plenty  and  prosperity.  After 
adverting  to  the  reverse  of  the  picture,  he 
called  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
the  relative  situation  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  with  respect  to  the  intercourse 
carried  on  between  them,  the  latter  pay  ine 
in  corn  for  the  manufactures  she  obtained 
from  the  former,  affording  to  each  other 
the  most  material  support.  If  the  agri- 
culture of  the  sister  kingdom  were  dis- 
couraged, she  would  no  longer  be  able  to 
supply  England  with  grain,  and  having  no 
other  produce,  would  be  unable  to  pur- 
chase our  manufactures  now  exported  to 
the  extent  of  two  millions  and  a  half. 
Ireland  had  been  the  nursery  for  the 
soldiers  and  sailors  that  had  fought  our 
battles,  and  the  garden  that  had  furnished 
us  with  subsistence  during  the  struggle. 

i 
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Mr.  Morriit  recommended, '  that  in 
arguing  this  question,  or  any  other,  ge- 
neral principles  should  not  be  lost  sight  of. 
The  most  important  consideration  was  un- 
questionably that  of  labour,  regarding 
which,  much  had  been  said  in  the  peti- 
tions, and  a  strong  feeling  certainly  existed 
out  of  doors ;  but  it  seemed  to  be  for- 
gotten, that  the  price  of  labour  would  be 
governed  by  the  price  of  corn,  and  that 
whether  it  were  high  or  low,  was  a  matter 
of  indiiference  to  the  peasant,  provided  his 
wages  bore  the  same  proportion  to  it. 
He  observed  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, even  to  the  manufacturer,  that 
the  agriculturists  should  be  supported,  for 
the  decline  of  the  home  trade  would  far 
outweigh  any  advantage  to  be  derived 
from  the  foreign  consumers.  The  farmers 
were  loaded  with  the  charge  of  the  ecclesi- 
astical establishment — the  support  of  the 
poor,  which  had  been  of  Itae  years  much 
increasing--and  of  the  roads,  which  were 
of  so  much  benefit  to  the  commerce  of 
the  interior.  How  could  it  be  said,  then, 
that  there  was  a  freedom  of  trade,  if  the 
Agriculturists  were  subjected  to  so  many 
'  burthens  without  countervailing  advan- 
tages ?  The  House  should  consraer  w)ie- 
iher  they  would  abandon  the  proposed 
measure  in  acquiescence  to  the  clamours 
raised  against  If,  or  persevere  in  a  line 
of  conduct  which  they  could  fairly  say, 
at  least,  bad  not  impoverished  the  coun- 
try ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  had  prevented 
us  from  depending  on  foreign  nations  for 
the  supply  of  our  most  necessary  wants. 
It  had  been  said  that  Buonaparte,  with  all 
bis  efforts,  was  not  able  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  corn  into  this  country; 
but  though  he  had  not  prohibited  the  im- 
portation, he  had  changed  the  prohibition 
into  a  tribute.  The  House  might  not  now 
apprehend  the  renewal  of  that  prohibition 
which  had  been  endeavoured  to  be  put  in 
execution ;  but  if  the  country  did  not  grow 
corn  enough  for  herself,  could  she  always 
depend  on  those  nations  from  which  she 
had  been  accustomed  to  draw  her  sup- 
plies ?  Could  the  north  of  Europe,  France, 
and  America,  be  relied  on?  Was  there  no 
danger  in  depending  on  the  governments 
of  foreign  nations  ?  We  had  hitherto  been 
able  to  maintain  our  maritime  superiority. 
But  were  we  sure  of  being  always  able 
to  preserve  that  superiority  ?  If  we  should 
lose  it,  and  those  countries  from  which  we 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  drawing  our 
subsistence  should  be  under  the  control 
of  oar  enemy,  what  would  be  our  condi- 
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tion  ?  He  thought  it  better  that  the  price 
at  which  importation  should  be  prohibited 
should  rather  be  too  large  than  too  smalls 
as  an  inadequate  standard  might  be  of  in- 
calculable evil,  whilst  a  higher  nominal 
price  would  sooner  lower  the  actual  price 
by  forcing  capital  into  the  branch  of  in- 
dustry in  question.  He  should  accord* 
ingly  support  the  original  resolutions. 

6ir  William  Curtis  thought  that  any  one 
would  be  led. to  suppose  from  the  argu- 
ments of  many  gentlemen,  that  the  corn 
trade  had  never  before  been  under  any 
restrictions.  There  was  no  greater  proof 
that  it  was  always  the  intention  of  the  law 
to  protect  the  farmers,  than  that  the 
existing  law  protected  them  to  GSs»  per 
quarter.  As  that  Act  was  now  in  opera- 
tion, and  the  ports  were  shut  against  im- 
portation, he  should  wish  to  try  the  effect 
of  the  existing  law  before  any  alterations 
were  made  on  it.  He  thought  it  appeared 
to  be  pretty  generally  agreed  that' some 
price  or  other  must  be  fixed  as  a  remune* 
rating  price  to  the  farmer.  That  which 
was  fixed  in  1804,  he  was  convinced  was 
not  sufficient  now.  He  conceived,  how- 
ever, that  BOs.  was  too  high  a  price  to  fix^ 
and  that  72f.  would  be  amply  sufficient. 

Sir  Egerion  Brydges  supported  the  reso- 
lutions. He  said,  he  considered  that  the 
depression  of  agriculture  would  be  as  in- 
jurious to  the  manufacturer  as  to  the  far- 
iuer.  Who  would  buy  the  manufactorera 
articles,  if  the  landed  interest  were  not 
able  to  purchase  ?  The  depression  of  agri- 
culture, would  be  the  diminution  of  the 
price  of  tl^se  articles.  If  any  one  branch 
of  the  wealth  of  nations  ought  to  be  en- 
couraged more  than  another,  it  was  agri- 
culture. It  was  that  on  which  all  de- 
pended. It  differed  from  every  other 
source  of  prosperity,  as  it  was  the  first 
necessary.  Even  were  foreign  countries 
able  to  supply  us,  we  ought  not  to  de- 
pend on  them.  We  knew  that  agriculture 
had  increased  our  population.  Ask  the 
manufacturer  himself  what  was  to  become 
of  that  increased  population,  if  agriculture 
was  depressed.  Even  should  some  incon- 
veniences threaten  to  resuft  from  the  en- 
couragement of  agriculture  by  keeping 
up  a  sufficient  price  for  corn,  we  ought  to 
run  the  risk  of  less  evils  in  order  to  avoid 
so  great  an  eyil  as  the  decrease  of  our 
agricultural  population. 

Mr.  Lockhan  wished  to  call  tbe  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  one  of  the  argumenta 
made  use  of  by  those  gentlemen  who 
opposed  tbe  original  resolutions.    They 
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asserted,  that  the  only  consequence  which 
could  result  from  adopting  iheir  plans 
would  be,  the  throwing  out  of  cultivation 
a  quantity  of  poor  land,  and  they  seemed 
to  think,  that  this  would  not  be  an  unde* 
sirable  thing ;  because  they  conceived  it 
was  better  that  capital  should  be  with- 
drawn from  that  channel,  to  be  applied  to 
a  more  profitable  purpose.  Now,  with 
respect  to  reniovins  capital  from  land,  it 
was  impossible.  The  money  once  laid 
out  in  improving  land  was  sunk  in  it,  and 
could  not  be  recalled.  You  might,  un- 
doubtedly, refrain  from  sinking  any  far- 
ther sums  in  its  cultivation;  but  to  talk  of 
withdrawing  capital  from  it,  was  to  apply 
a  mere  mercantile  idea,  where  the  go- 
verning principles  were  entirely  dissi- 
milar. He  should  be  glad  to  know  what 
was  meant  by  the  term  '  poor  land  ?'  Did 
it  apply  to  clayey,  sandy,  chalky,  or 
gravelly  soils?  These  soils,  it  should  be 
observed^  produced  a  great  deal  of  suste- 
nance fur  the  country.  If  these  "^oils 
were  to  be  taken  out  of  cultivation, 
where,  he  would  a^k,  were  they  to  procure 
provisions  for  those  who  were  now  fed  by 
them,  who  were  employed  in  tilling  them, 
{ind  whOp  if  tbey  were  given  up,  wuuld  be 
thrown  out  of  employment?  It  was  clear 
that  they  roust  be  fed  from  the  products  of 
that  land  which  was  sufficiently  rich  to 
grow  corn  without  a  very  expensive 
aystem  of  agriculture.  Would  not  this 
raise  the  price  of  corn  produced  on  those 
fine  soils  ?  And  would  not  the  poor-rates, 
which  the  bad  soils  hitherto  helped  to  de- 
fray, be  thrown  entirely  on  those  of  a  dif* 
ferent  description  ?  A  private  interest 
seemed  too  much  to  be  pursued  in  consi- 
dering this  question.  Many,  to  save  a 
paltry  penny  in  the  price  of  the  quartern 
loaf,  would  abandon  the  interest  of  the 
landholder,  and  with  it  his  own  ultimate 
interest.  Let  the  House,  for  ins^tance, 
look  to  the  stock-holder.  He  certainly 
had  ju9  in  rem,  but  be  had  not  jus  in  re. 
Who  paid  the  dividends  which  be  re- 
ceived ?  Beyond  a  doubt  the  land-ovrners. 
He  meant  not  to  overlook,  or  to  depre- 
ciate that  which  was  derived  from  com- 
merce. But  let  the  rent  of  the  land-owner 
cease,  and  where,  be  would  like  to  know, 
were  the  dividends  to  come  from  ?  Those 
-who,  conceiving  they  might  sofTer  a  tri- 
fling loss  from  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tions now  before  the  House,  thought  fit  to 
oppose  them,  were,  he  was  satisfied,  over- 
looking interesu  of  major  importance ; 
and  they  would  ultimately  find,  if  tbey 
(VOL.  XXIX.) 
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refused  to  grant  to  agriculture  a  fair  and 
just  protection,  that  their  fortunes  were 
placed  on  a  mere  ideal  and  visionary  basis. 
After  the  most  mature  consideration  he 
was  able  to  give  the  subject,  he  fully 
agreed  in  the  propriety  of  the  resolutions. 

liord  Compion  supported  the  resolutions. 
He  observed,  that  unless  a  drawback  waa 
allowed  on  corn  exported  from  this  coun- 
try equal  to  the  taxes  paid  by  the  grower* 
the  export  could  not  be  said  to  be  free. 
So  if  corn  imported  was  not  subjected  to 
duties  equivalent  to  the  taxes  paid  by  our 
farmers,  these  4>ersons  were  exposed  to  an 
unfair  competition.  It  was  said  that  the 
foreign  grower  was  also  taxed.  This  waa 
true,  but  by  not  taxing  corn  imported, 
they  alio  wen  the  foreign  growers  to  raise 
imposts  on  this  country.  If  encourage- 
ment was  given  to  manufactures,  however 
detrimental  to  the  health,  morals,  and  bap* 
piness  of  our  population,  be  could  con- 
ceive no  reason  why  a  similar  protection 
should  be  refused  to  agriculture. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Grant  rose  to  state  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  support  the  resolo* 
tions  introduced  by  the  right  hon.  gentle* 
man,  and  to  oppose'  the  amendment.  He 
could  itot  but  congratulate  the  committee 
on  the  support  which  the  resolutions  h§d 
received  from  his  Majesty's  ministers ; 
and  also  on  the  change  of  opinion  which 
was  observable  in  several  gentlemen  since 
the  quesiLoit  was  last  discussed,  partiqu* 
larly  in  the  alteration  which  appeared  in 
the  sentiments  of  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Finlay),  who  represented  one  of  the  largest 
manufacturing  cities  which  returned  a 
member  to  that  House.  If  he  thought 
the  adoption  of  this  measure  would  have 
the  effect  of  raising  the  price  of  grain,  no 
consideration  on  earth  should  induce  him 
to  give  it  his  support.  But  it  was  precisely 
because  ^e  was  of  opinion,  that  an  enact- 
ment of  this  kind  was  necessary  to  keep 
down  the  price  of  grain,  that  he  should 
vote  for  the  resolutions.  He  had  listened 
with  great  attention  to  every  thing  that 
bad  been  said  against  those  resolutions, 
and  particularly  to  what  bad  fallen  from 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  moved  the  amend- 
ment; and,  he^confessed,  be  could  not 
find  a  single  argbment  that  appeared  to 
be  warranted,  either  by  the  principles 
that  ought  to  govern  this  question,  or  by 
the  state  of  the  facts.  They  had  been  told, 
and  all  the  arguments  against  the  resolu- 
tions proceeded  on  the  same  assumption^ 
that  they  were  about  to  raise  the  price  of 
bread-corn:  that,  by  so  doing,  they  would 
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raise  the  price  of  labour  $  and  that  the 
contequence  would  be  an  increase  of  the 
price  of  manufactures,  which  would  pre* 
Tent  British  goods  from  entering,  with 
any    prospect   of    success,    the    foreign 
market.    They  had  also  been  told,  that  it 
would  be  ad?antageou8  for  this  country 
to  draw  its  supply  of  grain  from  foreign 
ports,  in  order  to  support  our  manufac- 
turing superiority ;  ana  that  it  was  most 
important  to  leare  trade,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  capitali  perfectly  free.     He  hoped 
to  shew,  that  those  who  supported  the 
resolutions  were  as  much  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  lea?ing  free  the  employ- 
ment of  capital,  as  the  gentlemen  who 
spoke  on  the  other  side  of  the  question. 
Under  the  circumstances  of  the  country, 
he  was  of  opinion,  ^hat  a  restriction  on 
the  importation  of  grain,  and  the  giving  to 
the  grower,  what  was  not  very  accurately 
termed  'a  monopoly  of  the  home  market,' 
were  the  only  true  means  of  lowering  the 
price  of  corn.     This  position  could,  he 
conceived,  be  proved,  by  a  reference  to 
fii'cts ;  leaving  aside  that  theory  by  which 
so  many  persons  had  been  led  astray. 
They  had,  in  the  tracts  on  the  corn  laws, 
a  connected  history  of  the  prices  of  grain, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of 
James  I.    And,  in  applying  them  to  the 
present  case,  lest  it  might  be  supposed  that 
temporary  circumstances  had  affected  them, 
be  had  taken  his  data  on  long  periods :«- 

Middling  Wheat  per  Qaarter. 
'       Average  Price, 
For  1 1  yean,  ending  1605...^^.  1  12  10 

80 16S5...       1  14    1 

20 1645...       1  19    1 

80 1665...      8    4    4 

Here  it  was  evident,  that  during  this  pe- 
riody  when  the  trade  was  open,  the  price 
of  wheat  had  risen  from  1(.  I2f.  lOcI.  to 
S2.  4s*'  44<.«— more  than  one-thii^.  Then 
came  the  Act  of  Charles,  which  protected 
he  home  grower  of  corn.  Under  this 
Act,  the  average  price  of  corn  for  20 
years,  from  1665  to  1685,  was  tl.  I6x.  7(1. 
instead  of  2t  4i.  4dL  It  contnmed  to  fall 
till  the  year  1764;  and  it  was  a  rery 
curious  circumstance,  that  the  average  of 
SO  years  preceding  the  last-mentioned 
period,  was  only  II.  lis.  8il.  per  quarter, 
Deing  considerably  below  Uie  average  of 
CO  years,  ending  with  the  4th  of  James  I, 
notvrithstanding  the  depreciation  in  the 
Talue  of  money.  It  was  said,  that  the 
increased  price  of  com  arose  frem  the 
increased  population,  and  from  the  hi- 
trease  of  wealth  in.  the  coantry.    But, 
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surely,  no  one  could  argue,  thst  from  the 
time  of  Charles  'J,  up  to  the  year  1764, 
the  country  nad  stood  still  in  those  re- 
spects; and  yet  it  was  very  clearly  proved^ 
that  whatever  might  have  been  the  in- 
crease of  the  population,  or  the  augmen- 
tation of  wealth,  the  price  of  grain  had 
decreased,  during  that  period,  under  the 
corn  laws.    In  I764|  the  corn  laws  were 
abolished,  and  the  average  price  of  the 
quarter  of  corn  stood  thus :— For  20  years 
ending  1784,  2(.  4s.  6d. :    For  20  years 
ending  1804,  2/.  I9s,  6d,      Thus,  they 
found,  that  an  increase  in  the  price  of 
wheat  took  place  in  the  reign  of  James  1, 
when  no  restriction  existed.    The  corn 
laws  introduced  in  the  reign  of  Chsrles  2, 
which  protected  the  grower,  operated  for 
100  yesrs,  to  diminish  the  price.     This 
system  was  abandoned  in  1764,  and  the 
consequence  was,  that  a  very  great  in- 
crease of  price  was  occasioned.    He  would 
only  request  of  gentlemen  to  point  out 
some  other  way  in  which  this  eflect  was 
produced.    Till  that  was  done,  he  should 
remain    of  opinion,    that  the  moderate 
average  was  the  consequence  of  whole- 
some laws,  and  that  the  high  rate  of  corn 
was  occasioned  by  the  want  of  piroper 
protection  for   the   agricultural  interesL 
Much  had  been  said  about  making  this 
an  exporting  country.     Now,  he  would 
state,  that  England  became  ah  exporting 
country  in  1705,  and  continued  so,  under 
the  Act  of  Charles  the  2nd,  until  1764^ 
when  that  Act  was  repealed,   and  she 
ceased  to  export.     Iti  the  20  years  pre- 
ceding  1764,   350,000  quarters  of  corn 
were  exported,  on  an  average ;  since  that 
period  we  had  been  obliged  to  import. 
Thus  it  appeared,  from  experience,  that 
the  regular  operation  of  laws  which  se- 
cured the   home-market  to  the  grower, 
had  rendered  the  price  of  com  cheaper, 
and  had  also  enabled  us  to  send  graia 
abroad.— The  hon.  gentleman  then  pro- 
ceeded to  argue,  in  answer  to  those  who 
reprobated    the   forcing    capital,    by    a 
bounty,  to  be  employed  In  channels  to 
which  it  would  not  otherwise  find  its  way, 
that  the  sacrifice  of  a  little  wealth,  either 
where  national  security  or  national  suste- 
nance demanded  it,  was,  in  fact,  highly 
E otitic ;    and  in  support  of  this  opinion^ 
e  quoted  Dr;  Adam  Smith.    He  perfectly 
agreed  with  him,  that  where  the  security  of 
a  country  was  concerned,  it  was  proper  to 
give  up  wealth  to  secure  safety^-aod,  in 
the  same  manner,  where  the  sustenance  of 
the  people  wai  at  itake,  it  waa  tnne  policy 
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to  gire  vp  money  to  obtain  food*  Tho 
ibrciog  capital  from  oae  line  of  in* 
dustry  into  another  misht  be  injudicioot| 
might  be  prodactiTe  of  lost  to  the  com- 
munity; but  it  could  not  at  all  events 
hare  the  effect  of  making  the  article 
dearer,  which  it  wu  the  object  of  that 
line  of  industry  to  produce.  They  had 
an  example  in  the  case  of  iron.  Great 
duties  had  been  imposed  on  the  import  of 
this  article.  The  oonsequence  was.  that 
iron  was  now  more  plentiful  in  this 
country  than  when  we  had  been  de- 
pendent on  foreign  nations  for  that  com- 
modity. Now,  in  so  important  an  article 
as  bread,  was  it  not  wortn  while  to  lose  a 
little  for  a  time,  in  order  to  be  hereafter 
independent  of  other  countries?  By  Adam 
Smith,  who  was  so  muoh  looked  up  to  on 
the  subject,  two  cases  were  stated  in  which 
it  would  be  advisable  to  lay  burthens  on 
the  competition  of  foreigners.  The  first 
was  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and 
he  instanced  the  Navigation  AcU  Ac- 
cording to  the  arguments  of  the  opposers 
of  the  Resolutions,  the  country  was  a 
loser  by  the  Navigation  Act,  and  had 
better  have  been  supplied  with  freights 
by  foreigners*  But  if  in  that  case  it  had 
been  thought  proper  to  sacriSce  wealth 
for  safety,  we  should  now  sacrifice  it  for 
food.  He  did  not  fear  a  continual  inun- 
dation of  foreign  corn  ;  but  the  mischief 
was,  that  by  interfering  with  the  market, 
the  foreign  growers  prevented  our  farmers 
from  stretching  the  productiveness  of  the 
land  to  the  utmost,  and  when  the  pinch 
came,  they  would  not  be  able  to  supply 
ua.  The  next  case  in  which  Adam  Smith 
thought  restraints  should  be  imposed  on 
foreign  competition  wasf  where  a  tax  was 
imposed  on  the  production  of  the  com* 
nodity  at  home.  In  this  condition  was 
the  agriculture.  It  was  the  same  thing 
whether  a  positive  tax  was  imposed  on 
the  production  of  a  commodity,  or  whe- 
ther it  was  exdaded  from  benenis  enjoyed 
by  other  branches  of  industry.  Capital 
also  employed  in  agriculture  was  subject 
to  many  imposts,  from  which  that  em- 
ployed in  other  lines  was  exempted.  In 
the  way  of  exclusion  from  benefits,  agri* 
culture  was,  in  comparison  with  other 
branches  of  indttstrT»  most  disadvantage- 
coaly  circumstanced,  or  it  might  be  said 
most  heavily  taxed.  For  such  were  the 
duties  imposed  on  the  importation  of 
foreign  goods  of  moat  kinds^  that  they 
amoonted  to  an  absolute  exclusion  of 
competition  in  fiftvoar  of  onr  manufac- 


turers. For  example,  woollen  cloths  im- 
ported, paid  too/,  per  cent.,  cotton  goods 
85^  lOf.  per  cent.,  glass  114/.  per  cent., 
brass  and  copper  goods  59/.  per  cent., 
earthenware  79/.  per  cent,  dressed  leather 
142/.  per  cent,  gold  and  silver  goods  80/«, 
gilt  ware  100l.,&c.  &c.  Whv,  then,  was 
capita]  employed  in  agriculture  to  bo 
subject  to  such  a  disadvantage  as  to  bo 
excluded  from  that  protection  which  the 
laws  afforded  to  capital  employed  in  all 
other  branches  of  industry  ?  l\  was  said 
by  some,  that  this  system  of  protection 
and  exclusion  was  a  bad  system.  But 
the  system  was  formed,  ana  it  was  not 
proposed  to  destroy  it*  And  it  was  ne« 
cessary  to  support  the  impolicy  (if  it  was 
such)  of  the  legislature,  by  rendering  it 
uniform,  because  if.  any  one  branch  was 
made  an  exception,  the  conseijuence  must 
be  ruinous  to  it;  and  if  agriculture  was 
the  branch  in  question,  the  consequence 
was  ruinous  to  the  whole  community. 
Countervailing  duties  w^e  clearly  neces- 
sary to  the  amount  of  the  internal  taxa^ 
tiouy  in  the  case  of  agriculture,  as  mucl^ 
as  in  other  cases.  As  to  the  price  of  80f. 
which  was  fixed  by  the  Resolutions,  it  had 
no  more  to  do  with  the  ordinary  price  of 
grain  than  of  any  thing  else.  The  price 
would  depend  on  the  supply,  which  would 
depend  on  the  capiul  applied  to  produce 
it.  The  price  SOU.  was  the  scarcity- 
price  ;  the  price  at  which  when  the  crop 
was  not  equal  to  the  consumption,  the 
foreign  grower  would  supply  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  year.  The  Resolutions  in- 
sured to  the  coumry  that  in  an  ordinary 
year  the  price  would  be  much  below  that 
price.  Such,  he  conceived,  would  be  the 
operation  of  the  measures  proposed  \  the 
price  of  grain  would  be  lowered,  and  the 
country  would  at  the  same  time  be  inde* 
pendent  ia  ordinary  years,  whilst  in  yeara 
of  scarcity  the  deficiency  would  be  sup* 
plied  from  abroad ;  but  if  the  event  waa 
jotherwise,  the  parliament  would  have  i^ 
in  its  power  to  correct  the  evil. 

Mr.  Uanat  began  by  stating,  that  be 
should  not  pay  much  attention  to  the  cal* 
eolations  on  either  side.  From  the  man* 
ner  in  which  the  question  was  opened,  he 
had  no  hesitation  \n  saying,  thst  the  right 
hon,  gentleman  (Mr.  Robinson)  had  ma* 
nifested  a  more  atatesosan-1  ike  mind  thaa 
any  of  those  by  whom  his  propositions 
were  supported  ;  for  that  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman  ksd  folly  recopiixed  the  great 
principles,  which,  accordmg  to  the  highest 
authorities,  ought  to  regulate  our  com* 
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mercial  policyj  admitting  that  a  case  of 
necessity  should  be  mad|3  out  for  any  de- 
viation from  those  principles,  and  that  the 
House  had  only  to  balance  between  diffi- 
culties— between  the  nature  of  the  neces- 
sity, and  the  deference  that  was  due  to  the 
great  radical  principle^  of  a  free  trade. 
That  this  principle  was  entitled  to  respect, 
was  not,  he  maintained,  the  opinion  of 
what  were  denominated  mere  modern 
speculatists,  but  of  the  soundest  thinkers 
upon  commercial  policy,  aided  by  the  ex- 
perience, of  practical  men,  who  most  na> 
turally  deemed  the  success  of  agriculture 
as  the  main  basis  of  commercial  pro- 
sperity. Those,  then,  who  concurred  with 
such  thinkers,  could  not  be  regarded  as 
theorists  only,  nor  were  they  fairly  liable 
to  the  attempts  made  to  depreciate  their 
judgment.  He  was  indeed  surprised  at 
these  attempts,  as  if  the  denomination  of 
/political  economists' could  detract  from 
the  authority  of  any  gentleman  who  op- 
posed the  measure  before  the  committee. 
But  who  were  they  who  resorted  to  nick- 
"names  upon  this  occasion?  Why,  the 
very  men  who  admitted  that  the  know- 
ledge of  political  economy  required  deep 
reading,  and  that  what  appeared  para- 
doxes to  superBcial  observers,  were,  upon 
further  investigation,  proved  to  be  just 
and  rational  views.  Those,  indeed,  who 
used  the  nick-name  alluded  to,  endeavoured 
themselves,  by  the  leger-de-main  of  figures, 
and  a  complication  of  details,  to  confer  a 
rational  dharacter  upon  a  proposition 
which  had  all  the  complexion  of  a  paradox 
—which,  in  fact,  appeared  utterly  irre- 
concilable with  reason.  Bat  in  reviewing 
these  extravagancies,  he  was  glad  to  find 
that  the  report  of  the  committee  of  that 
House  was  not  disfigured  by  such  ob- 
servations as  appeared  in  the  report  of 
the  other  House  of  Parliament ;  for  in  the 
latter  he  was  really  astonished  to  find 
these  statements  :^-fir8t,  that  the  price  of 
provisions  had  truly  nothing  to  do  with 
thc^  price  of  labour;  and,  secondly,  that 
the  amount  of  rents  had  no  material  in- 
fluence upon  the  chaises  of  agriculture. 
But  there  was  another  theory,  still  more 
extraordinary,  from  the  advocates  of  the 
proposition  before  the  committee,  and 
which,  be  believed,  had  never  been 
broached  since  the  days  of  Cromwell; 
namely,  that  (he  land  did  not  really  be- 
long to  the  proprietors^  but  to  the  com- 
munity.— Nay,  in  addition  to  these  strange 
doctrines,  an  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
Preston),  who  was  among  those  by  whom 
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theorists  had  been  decried,  had  that  day 
sent  him  the  tract  of  the  marquis  de  Mira- 
beau  upon  Political  Economy,  which  he 
had  alluded  to  in  his  speech,  calculating, 
no  doubt,  that  it  would  serve  to  produce 
an  impression  upon  his  mind :  but  hig 
hon.  friend  was  under  a  serious  mistake 
as  to  the  nature  of  that  celebrated  writer't; 
opinion.  For  the  marquis  de  Mirabeau 
belonged  to  that  class  of  economists  who 
maintained  quite  an  opposite  doctrine  to 
that  of  the  hon.  gentleman  ;  and  also  that 
all  the  taxes  necessary  to  the  support  of 
(he  state,  should  be  drawn  directly  from 
the  land. 

But  as  to  political  economy  generally, 
upon  what  ground  could  gentlemen  pre- 
tend to  depreciate  its  character,  unless 
they  meant  to  deprecate  the  exercise  of 
reasoning  upon  the  subject  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  committee  f  However, 
in  consistency  with  their  system  of  de- 
preciation, as  to  political  economy,  they 
had  thought  proper  to  treat  with  levity 
the  treatise  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  which 
was  in  fact  but  a  collection  or  digest  of 
maxims,  which,  instead  of  being  any  in- 
novation, had  long  been  held  sacred  among 
the  best  -writers  this  country  had  ever 
known.  But  it  was  also  well  known,  that 
the  opinions  contained  in  the  work  of  Dr. 
Adam  Smith  were,  after  full  examination, 
recommended  by  the  sanction  of  our  most 
distinguished  statesmen, — by  Mr.  Pitt  for 
instance,  and  also  by  Mr.  Burke,  who 
traced  the  history  of  Dr.  Smith's  opinions, 
demonstrating  that  those  opinions,  instead 
of  being,  as  some  alleged,  mere  plagiarisms 
from  those  of  the  French  economists,  were  . 
the  original  growth  of  our  own  country, 
from  which  they  had  been  borrowed  by 
the  economists  of  France.  The  justice, 
however,  of  Dr.  Smith's  great  principles 
was  recognized  by  the  statesman-like 
view  of  the  right  hon.  opener  of  this  ques- 
tion, who  had  not  given  the  weight  of  his 
authority  to  the  untenable  proposition, 
that  because  the  manufacturers  enjoyed 
some  protecting  duties,  the  agriculturists 
were  entitled  to  the  measure  he  proposed, 
which  was  a  kind  of  orgumentum  ad  Aoms- 
netn.  Still  less  did  Ihe  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  manifest  any  disposition  to  support 
the  assertion,  that  the  agriculturists  suf- 
fered by  the  protecting  duties  granted  to 
the  manufacturers;  and  in  what  instance, 
he  would  ask,  could  the  British  agricul- 
turists be  conceived  so  to  suffer  ?  From 
what  country  could  they  obtain  any  ar- 
ticle of  manufacture  necessary  for  their 
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consatnption»  at  n  cheaper  rate  than  they 
could  purchase  it  at  home,  supposing  trade 
perfectly  free,  and  that  protecting  duties, 
as  to  manufactures,  were  totally  done 
away  ?  Could  coarse  woollen  cloths,  for 
instance,  be  purchased  cheaper  any  where 
than  in  England  ?  or  could  any  other 
article  be  had  on  better  terms  elsewhere  ? 
The  only  article,  indeed,  which  could  be 
supposed  cheaper  elsewhere  was  linen, 
which  was  the  manufacture  of  Ireland. 
For  himself,  however,  he  had  no  difficulty 
in  declaring,  that  all  the  protecting  duties 
(as  they  were  called)  at  present  in  exist* 
encc  in  this  country,  were  but  so  many 
clogs  and  impediments  to  out  commercial 
prosperity  ;  and  that,  whatever  might  be 
the  gain*  which  must  be  partial  and  com- 
paratively insignificant,  derived  probably 
to  the  most  insignificant  in  trade,  the  effect 
of  the  whole  system  must  be,  that  the 
produce  of  our  natural  wealth  was  con* 
siderably  diminished. 

But,  reverting  to  the  main  question,  and 
bearing  in  mind  the  grounds  stated  by  the 
right  -hon.  opener,  he  maintained  that  no 
necessity  was  made  out  for  any  departure 
from  the  main  principles  of  trade,  to  the 
justice  of  which  that  right  hon.  gentleman 
bore  testimony.  If  the  proposition  be* 
fore  the  committee  were  merely  a  tempo- 
rary measure,  to  relieve  any  temporary 
pressure  upon  the  farmers,  he  confessed 
that  he  should  have  felt  much  inore  diffi- 
culty in  opposing  it;  but,  as  a  measure  of 
permanent  legislation,  he  could  not  hesitate 
to  enter  his  protest  against  it.  Sympathy 
foV  the  suffering  of  individuals  would  natu- 
rally dispose  one  to  plead  for  the  former; 
but  every  consideration  of  sound  national 
policy,  which  he  was  able  to  appreciate, 
urged  him  to  resist  the  latter.  But  the 
object  of  granting  temporary  relief  to 
individual  distress,  had  been  disclaimed 
by  the  advocates  for  the  proposition- 
before  the  committee,  who  thought  proper 
to  rest  their  pretensions  upon  considera- 
tions of  permanent  policy;  and  here  he 
was  at  issue  with  them.  He  was  aware 
of  the  distress  of  the  agriculturists  under 
existing  circumstances,  and  he  had  all  doe 
feeling  for  their  situation  ;  but,  then,  he 
recollected  the  cause  of  that  situation, 
which  recollection  was  necessary  to  a  doe 
estimate  of  the  policy  of  this  measure. 
The  present  distress'  of  the  agriculturists 
was  owing  to  the  great  stimulus  which  the 
circumstances  of  the  war  had  given  to 
agriculture;  which  stimulus  was  now 
withdrawn.  The  operation  of  that  stimolus. 


which  offered  a  strong  proof  of  the  pro* 
sperity  and  health  of  our  commercial 
system,  encouraged  the  farmers  to  offer 
exorbitant  rents  for  land,  and  also  to  lay 
out  large  sums  upon  that  land  ;  they  must 
naturally  suffer  by  the  cessation  of  such  s 
stimulus.  They  had,  in  fact,  been  too 
sanguine  in  their  speculations,  and  hence 
the  losses  of  which  they  now  complained. 
But  the  farmers  were  not  the  only  persons 
who  suffered  from  too  extensive  specula* 
tions.  Such  sufferings,  also,  too  frequently 
happened  in  every  branch  of  trade,  and 
did  it  therefore  follow  that  an  application 
should  be  made  to  parliament  to  repair  the 
loss?  It  would,  indeed,  be  impossible  for 
parliament  to  make  good  such  losses;  ami 
it  would  be  unjust  to  make  an  attempi  to 
withdraw  from  the  profits  of  other  classes 
of  the  community,  to  repair  the  losses  sua* 
tained  by  any  class  of  unsuccessful  speco* 
lators« 

But,  in  considering  the  case  of  the  agrf«' 
colturists  (as  an  exception  was  demanded 
in  their  favour),  in  looking  at  their  present 
diQicolties  or  losses,  the  House  was  called 
upon,  in  justice,  to  look  also  to  the  cause 
of  that  loss,  which  naturally  brought  into 
view  their  antecedent  profits.  The  most 
interesting  distress  among  the  farmers— 
that  which  in  his  mind  was  most  entitled 
to  commiseration,'was  certainly  the  case 
of  the  agriculturists  of  Ireland :  but  that 
case  also  was  the  result  of  the  artificial 
stimulus  given  to  Irish  agriculture  by  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  war.  No  / 
one,  he  believed,  felt  a  more  lively  con- 
cern for  the  interest  of  Ireland  than  that 
of  which  he  was  sensible,  and  which  should 
always  regulate  his  conduct,  as  he  thought 
it  must  the  mind  of  every  man  who  duly 
appreciated  the  general  interests  of  tlie 
empire.  He  was  therefore  happy  to  wit- 
ness the  pregnant  proof  which  the  present 
situationof  Ireland  afforded  of  its  advancing 
prosperity.  For  that  situation  served,  in  , 
his  view,  to  demonstrate  that  its  commer- 
cial enterprise  bad  of  late  years  been  con* 
siderably  exerted,  and  that  a  great  quan- 
tity of  capital  had  been  employed  in  that 
most  useful  branch  of  industry,  its  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  Ireland  had  iherefore 
experienced  a  check  from  the  conclusion 
of  peace — [a  smile  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House].  Gentlemen  might  smile,  he  said> 
but  he  would  maintain  that  this  check 
afforded  a  proof  of  the  advanced  prosperity 
of  Ireland.  For  the  present  was  noto- 
riously the  first  instance  on  record  in  the 
history  of  Ireland  in  which  that  country 
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bad  experienced  any  check  in  iudomesiic 
circamstances  from  the  conclusion  of  peace 
by  the  mother  country ;  and  this  check 
he  regarded  as  an  evidence  that  it  partook 
of  oor  prosperity,  the  interruption  of  which 
naturally  occasioned  a  participation  of  oor 
losses.  Then,  as  to  the  disadvantage  re- 
sulting to  the  lands  lately  applied  to  tillage 
in  this  country,  upon  which  a  large  sum 
must  have  been  expended,  he  was  fully 
aware  that  that  disadvantage  was  entitled 
to  consideration*  This  disadvantage  must 
be  universally  regretted.  But  what  relief 
could  bjB  expected  by  the  sufferers  from 
the  proposed  measure^  especially  if  it  were 
true,  as  the  advocates  of  this  measure 
alleged,  that  the  effect  of  it  must  be  to 
reduce  the  price  of  corn  ?  According  to 
the  deposition  of  witnesses  before  the  com- 
mittee, 96f.  per  quarter  was  necessary  to 
enable  farmers  to  grow  that  article ;  nay, 
according  to  the  allegation  of  some  gen- 
tlemen, less  than  135f.  would  be  insuffi- 
cient; and  bow  then,  in  the  name  of 
common  sense,  could  the  sum  be  deemed 
an  adequate  remuneration  for  this  species 
of  culture  ?  or  still  more,. how  could  the 
proposed  regulation  operate  to  reduce  the 
price  of  corn  ?  How,  indeed,  could  gea« 
tlemen  who  supported  ^  these  depositions 
aind  alleffations,  plead  for  a  measure  so  self- 
destructive  as  the  present?  The  light 
lands,  or  those  lately  devoted  to  agricul- 
ture, most  still  suBer  all  the  distress  that 
was  deprecated,  especially  through  the 
competition  of  the  more  fertile  soil  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  richer  lands  of  this  country ; 
and  the  result  must  still  be  to  throw  those 
light  lands  out  of  cultivation. 

With  respect  to  oor  independence  of 
foreign  supply,  he  was  ready  to  admit, 
that  if  a  dependence  upon  foreign  supply 
were  likely  to  be  the  result  of  the  existing 
system,  that  likelihood  would  form  a  legi- 
timate ground  for  the  proposed  measure. 
And  here  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
took  notice  of  the  exception  of  Dr.  Smith 
with  regard  to  our  navigation  law,  which 
exception  referred  to  a  provision  for  aor 
national  safety,  which  was,  in  all  cases,  a 
predominant  consideration.  But,  return- 
ing to  the  apprehension  ol  our  dependence 
upon  a  foreign  supply  of  com,  the  hon. 
and  learned  membier  treated  that  appre- 
hension as  quite  exaggerated  and  visionary. 
Indeed  it  had  been,  he  observed^  most  te« 
nacioosly  maintained  by  the  advocates 
for  this  apprehensioni  that  it  would  be 
impossible  lor  the  whole  navy  of  England 
to  import  any  very  large  proportion!  much 
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less  an  adequate  supply  of  corn,  for  our 
subsistence.  This,  however,  these  gentle- 
men seemed  to  feel  an  admission  hostile 
to  their  oyyn  proposition;  and  therefore, 
in  order  to  take  off  the  weight  of  such  ad- 
mission, they  asserted  that  even  a  small 
quantity  of  imported  corn  would  have  a 
material  effect  upon  the  market  price. 
This,  however,  he  could  not  admit,  A 
comparatively  small  quantity  of  imported 
corn  might  affect  the  market  price  upon  a 
particular  day,  or  for  a  few  days ;  but  the 
price  must  ultimately  and  permanently 
depend  upon  thte  proportion  of  the  supply 
to  the  demand,  and  the  proportion  of 
supply  from  abroad,  was  in  no  degree 
likely  to  be  connderable.  But  supposing 
the  supply  to  be  even  considerable,  the 
apprehensions  expressed  on  this  subject 
were  still,  in  his  mind,  exceedingly  exag- 
gerated and  fallacious ;  nor  was  it  even 
probable  that  we  should  have  to  depend 
upon  foreign  supply  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  endanger  the  interests  of  our  own  agri- 
culture. A  great  deal  of  this  apprehen- 
sion had  been  propagated,  which  was 
negatived  by  the  papers  on  the  table* 
especially  with  regard  to  the  supply  de« 
rived  from  what  was  called  our  natural 
enemy.  He  would  readily  admit,  that  if 
it  could  be  rendered  apparent,  that  in  any 
event  we  should  have  to  depend  upon 
France  fpr  food,  a  protecting  duty*  as  it 
was  termed,should  be  immediately  granted 
to  avert  such  a  calamity ;  and  to  this  grant 
he  would  accede,  not  from  any  commer- 
cial jealousy,  which  he  should  always  de- 
precate, but  from  political  jealousy,  to 
which  it  would*  in  such  a  case,  be  oor  doty 
to  attend.  But  what  was  the  fact  ?  Was 
France  a  corn-exporting  country  ?  iDid  it 
not  appear  from  the  papers  on  the  table 
that  our  great  import  of  corn  had  been  not 
from  France,  but  from  Holland  and  from 
Belgium,  the  sovereign  of  which  was  of 
our  own  creation  ?  Thus  we  derived  a 
supply  of  corn,  not  from  a  natural  enemy* 
as  France  was  denominated,  but  from  oar 
own  probably  permanent  ally.  Bnt 
France  could  never  be  regarded  as  a  great 
exporting  country  of  corn.  If  she  were* 
it  would  be  a  proof  of  her  impoverish- 
ment ;  for  no  rich  country  was  ever  a  great 
exporter  of  corn.  No ;  the  poor  country 
was  always  the  exporter  of  that  article  to 
the  rich,  for  which  she  received  manufac* 
tares  in  return.  France  had,  in  fact,  be* 
come  for  the  last  vear  an  exporter  of  corn* 
in  consequence  of  an  extremely  redundant 
bar? ut|  and  from  the  same  cause  she  was 
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aD  exporter  in  the  yeat  1810.  But  France 
coold  never  be  expected  to  rifal  this 
country  in  agriculture ;  for  from  every 
information  that  had  reached  aS|  her  sys- 
tem of  agricolture  was  exceedingly  infe- 
rtor  to  our  own,  while  her  grain  was  also 
materially  inferior  in  quality.  How,  then, 
could  it  be  apprehended  that  we  should 
have  to  depend  upon  that  nation  for  supply 
in  any  event,  especially  when  we  had  to 
look  not  only  to  Holland  as  a  medium  for 
furnishing  the  produce  of  the  banks  of  the 
Khine,  but  to  Flanders,  to  the  Baltic,  to 
Poland,  and  to  America  also?  With  a 
peace,  indeed,  so  consolidated,  as  the  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  promised,  he 
thought  all  appreheoiton  on  this  score 
quite  visionary.  But  even  calculating  upon 
the  renewal  of  war,  or  the  re-appearance 
of  some  extravagant  tyrant,  who,  with  a 
combination  of  all  the  powers  of  Europe, 
should  speculate  upon  our  total  exclusion 
from  continental  commerce,  he  should  still 
think  such  an  apprehension  groundless. 
For  it  was  notorious  from  experience, 
that  even  when  the  experiment  of  this  ex- 
elusion  was  made,  namely  from  1810  to 
1812,  a  larger  importation  had  taken 
place  into  this  country,  especially  from 
France,  than  was  ever  known  within  the 
same  compass  at  any  former  period.— The 
apprehension,  then,  of  depriving  this  coun- 
try of  foreign  supply  must,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, be  regarded  as  totally  chi- 
merical—[hear !].  As  to  ^  provision  to 
guard  against  fluctuation  of  prices,  which 
the  advocates  of  the  measure  before  the 
committee  promised,  the  bon.  member 
stated,  that  for  the  last  seven  years,  when 
oar  importation  of  com  was  greater  than 
at  any  former  period,  the  fluctuation  was 
much  less  than  during  anv  period  of  the 
same  duration  since  the  Revolution,  and 
this  fact  he  had  ascertained  by  lexamining 
the  Eton  tables.  Within  the  last  seven 
years,  too,  it  was  notorious  that  our  api- 
culture had  been  in  the  moat  flourishing 
state,  much  more  flourishing,  indeed,  than 
when  it  was  most  the  fashion  to  grant 
bounties  upon  the  export,  and  to  impose 
restrictions  upon  the  import  of  corn.  So 
much  as  to  the  pretence  of  a  steady  price, 
which  was  looked  for  by  some  gentlemen 
as  the  result  of  the  proposed  measure.  In 
bis  opinion,  however,  the  best  security  for 
a  steady  price— that  is,  for  a  fair  price  to 
tbe  consumer,  wu  not  a  measure  the  wit- 
nesses adduced  to  support  which  deposed 
that  eo$.  or  even  9^.  was  necesnry  to 
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advocates  argued  that  its  tendency  woald 
be  to  reduce  the  price  of  that  article,  but 
to  leave  the  dealer  in  com  subject  to  this 
impression,  that  if  he  raised  his  price  to 
an  undue  rate,  corn  would  be  imported. 
This  impression,  he  conceived,  and  com- 
mon sense  would  sanction  the  conception, 
would  be  the  best  means  of  keeping  com 
at  a  fair  price,  And  correcting  all  excesses. 
On  these  grounds  he  felt  himself  called 
upon  by  an  imperious  sense  of  duty  to 
resist  the  proposition  before  .the  com- 
mittee, more  especially  as  no  ground  of 
necessity  was  shewn  to  support  it,  and  as 
all  the  arguments  adduced  in  its  favour 
appeared  to  him  utterly  fallacious.  At  the 
same  time  he  begged  it  to  be  understood* 
that  he  was  roost  anxious  for  the  interest 
of  agriculture,  which  he  conceived  essen* 
tially  important  to  our  domestic  trade* 
compared  to  which  indeed  he  regarded 
ev^iy  other  branch  of  trade  as  nugatory. 
But  the  proposition  before  tbe  committee 
was  in  his  view  materially  adverse  to  that 
interest. 

Having  said  thus  much  as  to  agricultoret 
the  hon.  and  learned  member  thought  it 
proper,  as  connected  with  this  subject*  to 
advert  shortly  to  the  state  of  our  manu* 
factures,  the  condition  of  our  labourers  in 
husbandry,  and  the  nature  of  our  finances. 
As  to  the  first  of  these,  namely,  our  mana« 
factures,  he  would  ask*  was  it  necessary 
at  this  moment  to  enhance  the  price  of  oar 
manufactured  articles  ?  The  necessary  re- 
quisites to  enabto  us  to  preserve  our  supe- 
riority in  our  manufactures  were  two* 
capital  and  skill.  These  were  not  neces- 
sarily domiciled  in  this  country ;  but 
might,  like  any  of  the  other  goods  of  for- 
tune, take  to  themselves  wings  and  fly 
away :  and  it  was  no  unfiair  or  unreason- 
able  thing  to  conjecture*  that  if  to  the  dif« 
ficulties  under  which  our  manufiictures 
now  laboured,  were  added  the  proposed 
regulations  as  to  the  price  of  corn*  those 
would  be  speedily  followed  by  a  departure 
from  this  country  of  the  capital  and  skill 
which  had  hitherto  given  life  to  our  manu- 
factures, seeing  we  were  about  in  the  same 
breath  to  multiply  the  taxes  on  our  manu- 
factures* and  to  increase  the  price  of  corn. 
The  second  point  to  which  he  had  re* 
ferred,  was  the  condition  of  labourers  en- 
saged  in  the  affairs  of  husbandry.  This* 
he  agreed,  did  not  depend  on  any  defect 
1h  the  system  itself,  but  on  the  poor  laws* 
and  the  mal-administration  of  them,  by 
which  part  of  the  wages  of  the  agricultural 
labourers  was  in  some  districts  paid  out  of 
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the  poor-rates.     There  could,  he  thought, 
be  no  difficulty  in  framing  a  law  to  reach 
this  sabject;  but  certain  gentlemen  thoogh't 
it  more  meritorious  to  pay  such  labourers 
out  of  the  poor-rates,  than  to  sufier  an  ad- 
vance of  wages  to  take  place  ;   and  the 
very  same  persona  who  were  outbidding 
each  Other  in  the  purchase  of  leases  of 
lands,  seemed  the  most  mis-giving  as  to 
the  price  of  labour.    It  was  the  high  price 
of  corn   which    had   produced   this,  and 
would  continue  it.     There  was  no  other 
way  of  liberating  our  peasantry  from  a 
state  of  villainage  than  by  restraining  the 
price  of  corn.  .  What  could  be  more  de- 
grading than  that  a  man  in  the  vigour  of 
healthful  labour  should  receive  the  allow- 
ance of  a  pauper  ?     It  reduced  our  free 
labourers  co  a  state  of  bondage ;  and  this 
enormous  mischief  the   present  measure 
had  the  strongest  tendency  to  increase. 
The  third  point  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
was  that  of  our  financial  arrangements. 
The  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life  mt^st 
either  enter  into  consideration  in  all  the 
arrangements  of  goverom^nt,  or  of  the 
greater  part  of  them.     It  might  be  asked, 
Upw  would  you  pay  the  dividends  on  the 
national  debt  unless  you  were  to  keep  the 
rate  of  provisions  high  ?  To  this  he  could 
only  say,  that  it  was  true  the  country  had 
raised  large  sums  at  a  diminished  rate,  and 
that  they  would  have  to  pay  them  at  a 
higher  rate  on   account  of  the  artificial 
state  of  their  money  ;  but  was  any  man 
hard}'  enough  to  say  that  that  artificial 
state  ought  to  be  kept  up  ?  If  so,  that  man 
must  be  guilty  of  a  continual  fraud  on 
those  great  creditors  of  the  country  on 
whom   this  deceit    had    originally   been 
practised.     Observe,  then,  what  was  our 
situation.     With  exhausted  manufactures 
^^witb  a  debt  accumulating  out  of  all  pro- 
portion—and with  our  labourers  paid  out 
of  our  poor-rates,  were  we  still  to  lengthen 
out  this  artificial  mode  of  proceeding  ?  The 
man  who  could  look  such  a  situation  in 
the  face,  bad  stronger  nerves  than  he  had. 
The  best  course,  according  to  his  idea^ 
was  to  do  nothing.     Eighty  shillings  per 
quarter  was  a  minimum  which,  he  was  satis- 
fied, even  from  the  evidence  before  the 
committee,  it  was  not  necessary  to  fix ;  but 
the  minimum  might  have  been  safely  fixed 
at  a  much  smaller  sum. 

Mr.  Uuskiston  felt  it  impossible  to  give 
a  silept  vote  on  a  question  which,  it  was 
agreed  on  all  hands,  was  one  in  which  all 
classes  were  interested.  It  was  a  subject 
cooplicated  with^every  qtTestioO/  arisiog 
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out  of  political  economyi  which  could  at 
any  time  engage  the  attention  of  the 
statesman ;  and  that  such  a  question  should 
induce  a  difference  of  opinion,  was  not  at 
all  surprising.  The  Report  of  the  com- 
mittee, with  the  drawing  of  which'Some 
fault  had  been  found,  went  only  to  this, 
that  the  surveyors,  in  their  evidence, 
proved,  that  for  a  number  of  years  lands 
had  never  been  let  for  less  than  10^.  per 
bushel,  or  8O5.  per  quarter,  a  fact  which 
was  borne  out  by  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Webb,  a  witness  relied  upon  on  the  other 
side.  He  then  proceeded  to  shew  that  the 
Report  was  not  liable  to  any  of  the  other 
objections  thrown  out  against  it  by  other 
hon.  members.  In  adverting  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  foreign  supply,  and  the  conse- 
quences likely  to  result  from  it  to  our 
native  agriculture,  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man put  the  supposition  that  the  arable 
land  of  England  were  to  produce  one-fifth 
less  than  it  now  produced.  Would  not 
France,  in  that  case,  do  what  Ireland  had 
done?  Would  not  her  agriculture  receive 
a. stimulus  from  our  demand  ?  There  were 
many  who  could  remember  when  Ireland 
was  ah  importing  country  ;  yet  now,  from 
our  encouragement,  and  that  alone,  she 
had  become  largely  an  exporting  one. 
An  hon.  member  had  said,  why  not  try 
the  experimeixt,  and  put  other  countries 
in  the  same  condition  with  respect  to  our- 
selves that  Ireland  was?  He  would  tell 
the  hon.  gentleman  why  that  experiment 
would  not  do.  Ireland  was  under  our 
control,  and  other  countries  were  not : 
besides,  did  not  Ireland  receive  our  ma- 
nufactures in  return,  and  were  we  quite 
sure  that  other  countries  would  do  so? 
But  Ireland  was  compelled  to  receive 
them.  France  would  unquestionably  in- 
crease her  exports,  if  we  afforded  her  suf- 
ficient encouragement,  by  pouring  our 
capital  into  the  hands  of  her  agriculturists. 
He  could  tell  the  committee  that  large 
imports  from  France  had  arrived  on  the 
southern  coast  of  England,  where  the 
markets  were  so  overstocked,  that  the 
English  farmer  could  not  get  a  bidding 
for  his  grain  at  any  price.  He  had  seen 
the  invoices  of  those  cargoes ;  and  after  all 
the  charges  of  conveyance  were  added, 
they  could  afford  to  sell  the  corn  so  im- 
ported under  50s.  It  had  been  said  that 
the  price  of  provisions  had  no  influence 
upon  the  wages  of  the  labourer  ;  it  was  a 
novel  theory,  and  one  which  scarcely  re- 
quired refutation;  for  nothing  could  be 
more  obvious  than  that  in  the  long  rua 
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Ihe  one  most  affect  the  otber.  What 
would  be .  the  efiect  if  the  agricalture  of 
the  GOQDUry  were  allowed  to  h\\  back, 
as  was  recorouieDded  by  aoother  hon. 
member  ?  The  capital  was  so  amalga- 
mated and  incorporated  with  the  general 
improvement  ot  land,  io  draining,  em* 
banking,  &c.  that  it  was  impossible  for 
the  agriculturist  to  withdraw  it  in  the 
same  way  as  might  be  done  in  commercial 
speculations;  we  capital  so  invested, 
tberelbre,  would  be  so  much  national 
wealth  tltfown  away«  Nofbing  could  be 
more  delusive  than  the  opinion  that  cheap- 
ness in  the  price  of  provisions  was  always 
m  benefit.  On  the  contrary,  cheapness 
without  a  demand  (or  labour  was  a  symp- 
tom of  distress.  The  French  had  cheap- 
ness without  capital ;  and  it  was  a  proof 
of  progressive  decay.  An  hon.  gentle- 
man who  spoke  on  the  preceding  eTeniog 
had  indulged  in  some  observations  upon 
the  greater  luxury  in  which  our  farmers 
now  lived,  and  lamented  that  they  some- 
times  preferred  a  bottle  of  wine  to  a  mug 
of  ale.  For  his  own  part,  he  thought  the 
change  extremely  natural;  and  that  it 
was  the  necessary  consequence  of  im- 
proved skill,  and  enlarged  profits.  Had 
not  the  same  effects  taken  place  in  the 
commercial  world  ?  Did  notour  merchants 
now  think  it  desirable  to  exchange  the 
city  for  the  squares  at  the  west  end  of  the 
town  ?  And  instead  of  dining  at  one  pr 
two  o'clock,  with  their  clerks,  as  their 
forefathers  did,  were  they  not  now  to  be 
eeen  sitting  down  to  a  table  profuse  in  its 
Tariety  of  dishes,  at  six  andseven  o'clock  ? 
But  he  did  not  complain  that,  it  was  so. 
He  honoured  the  industry,  and  gloried  in 
Ihe  success  which  occasioned  it;  and 
though  the  comparison  might  appear  in- 
Tidious,  he  was  driven  into  it  by  the 
equally  invidious  comparison  made  by 
the  hon.  gentleman.  From  the  whole  of 
the  evidence  which  had  been  given  before 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  it  was  clear, 
an  his  opinion,  that  less  than  80f.  as  a  pro- 
tecting price,  would  not  remunerate  the 
farmer;  but  that  at  that  price  he  would 
be  remunerated,  if  prop«rly  protected. 
Nor  did  be  at  all  anticipate  the  dangers 
which  seemed  to  be  apprehended,  that 
because  80i.  were  fixed  as  the  protecting 
price,  corn  could  never  be  at  a  less  price, 
as  the  experience  of  the  last  century 
abundantly  proved  that  the  market  price 
of  corn  was*  frequently,  nay,  almost  al- 
ways below  the  protecting  price.  In  be- 
half of  the  agriculturist,  in  be&alf  of  the 
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manufacturer,  in  behalf  of  the  public  cre- 
ditor, in  behalf  of  the  whole  community, 
he  recommended  the  adoption  of  his  right 
hon.  friend's  proposition. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  that  although  he  would 
not  withdraw  his  amendment,  he  would 
not  inconvenience  the  committee  by  press- 
ing it  to  a  division. 

Mr.  Baring's  amendment  was  then  nega^ 
tived  without  a  division. 

Sir  ilf.  W.  RidUy  moved  another  amend- 
ment, namely,  to  substitute  76ff.  for  80s.  as 
the  price  at  which  the  prohibition  of  im- 
portation was  to  take  place.  ., 

Mr.  Frankland  Lcwii  inquired  whether 
or  not  it  was  intended  to  make  any  altera* 
tion  in  the  mode  of  taking  the  averages  ? 

The  Chancellor  qfilie  Exchequer  observed, 
that  if  the  averages  were  calculated  on  the 
principle  of  comprehending  quantity  aa 
well  as  value,  76i.  a  quarter  would  mard. 
the  agricultural  interest  a  security  as  great 
as  they  would  derive  from  80s.  in  the 
event  of  a  continuation  in  the  present 
mode  of  taking  them. 

A  long  conversation  ensued  on  the 
comparative  merit  of  the  two  modes  of 
taking  the  averages,  in  which  Mr.  Rose, 
Mr.Mring,M|.  Robinson,  Mr.  W.  Smith, 
Sir  W.  Geary,  Mr.  F.  Lewis,  Mr.  Alder- 
man Atkins,  Mr.  Calcraft,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  &c.  participated.  Mr. 
Baring,  as  the  question  seemed  to  create 
great  diversity  of  opinion,  moved  that  the 
chairman  should  report  progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again.  Mr.  Whitbread  sup* 
ported  this  proposition;  Mr.  Hoskissoa 
recommended  to  the  committee  to  adhere 
to  the  old  method  of  taking  the  average. 

Sir  M.  W.  RidUy,  understanding  that 
the  rate  of  t^Os.  according  to  the  present 
mode  of  taking  the  average,  would  not 
press  more  heavily  on  the  consumer  than 
the  rate  of  76«>  if  the  new  mode  of  taking 
the  average  were  adopted,  withdrew  hia 
amendment. 

Mr.  Protberoe  moved,  as  an  amend- 
ment, to  substitute  76#.  for  8<)#.  the  mode 
of  taking  the  average  remaining  as  it 
wasi 

The  gallery  was  then  cleared  for  a  divi- 
sion ;  but  the  committee  continued  in  de- 
bate for  above  an  hour,  in  the  course  of 
which  Mr.  Whitbread  recommended,  aa 
the  channel  for  communicating  4beir  pro- 
ceedings to  the  public  was  closed,  that 
they  should  adjourn.  The  question  of 
adjournment  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion ;  and  on  an  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Baring,  to  substitute  72s.  for  80i.,  a  divi« 
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sioD  ultimately  took  place,  when  the  ntim^ 
ben  Were, 

For  the  Amendoient  65 

For  the  original  Motion 209 

Majority •••.,...•  Hi 

At  half  past  three  in  the  morning;  the 
chairman  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 
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Fridmft  Fthruwry  24. 

Gaol  Chaplains'  Bill.]  Mr.  Harst 
moved  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  for  providing  clergy- 
men to  officiate  in  county  gaols. 
,  Mr.  Giddy  stated,  that  when  the  Bill 
went  into  a  committee,  he  shonld  move 
that  its  provisions-  be  extended  to  houses 
of  correction  and  penitentiary  hotses. 

Sir  T.  Baring  adverted  to  the  necessity 
which  existed  for  providing  proper  cler* 
gymen  for  penitentiary  houses  and  houses 
of  correction.  In  those  places  spiritual 
assistance  was  needed  as  much  as  in  the 
county  gaols ;  he,  therefore,  ^pggested  the  ' 
propriety  of  withdrawing  the  present  Bill, 
lor  the  purpose  of  introducing  another, 
the  provisions  of  which  would  embrace 
prisons  of  the  description  he  had  just 
alluded  to. 

'  Mr.  Hurtt  said,-  he  was  not  aware  of 
the  extent  of  duties  which  devolved  upon 
clergymen  attending  houses  of  correction, 
and  therefore  the  Bill  he  had  introduced 
idid  not  go  to  enact  any  thing  with  re- 
ference to  them.*  As  he  was  perfectly 
aware  6f  the  fatigue*  and  labour  which 
attended  the  situation  of  chaplain  to  a 
county  gao!|  he  had  drawn  up  the  present 
Bill,  with  a  view  only  to  that  class  of  per- 
sons. He  could  not,  therefore,  consent  to 
withdraw  his  Bill ;  but,  in  the  committee, 
lie  would  cheerfully  agree  to  an  extension 
of  its  provisions,  as  rar  as  the  necessity 
of  Che  case  demanded. 

The  Biil  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

GLovcESTEa  Gaol — ^PBTmoN  of  John 
Perring.]  Sir  Samuel  RomUly  said,  he 
had  been  requested  to  present  two  peti- 
tions to  the  House,  the  one  from  a  person 
now  imprisoned  in  Gloucester  gaol,  the 
other  from  a  man  who  had  lately  been 
confined  there.  As  the  Petition  of  John 
Perring,  the  first-mentioned  person,  kn* 
puted  some  improper  conduct  to  a  ma- 
gistrate of  the  county  of  Gloucester, 
be  thought  ii  vi{(ht  that  the  House 
ibould    be    acquainted   witi^    its    con- 


tents. The  petitioner  stated*  that  he  waa 
confined  in  Newgate,  Gloucester,  as  a 
debtor  of  his  Majesty ;  that  he  had  become 
bail  for  a  man  of  the  name  of  Grey  (who 
had  assaulted  Mr.  Cunningham,  the  gaoler), 
who,  having  absconded,  he  became  ac- 
countable for  the  sum  mentioned  in  the 
bail-bond  ;  that  the  gaoler  had  taken  a 
great  dislike  to  him,  in  consequence  of 
his  havhig  become  bail  for  this  man,  and 
treated  him  with  great  severity  ;  that  he 
was  not  confined  in  the  same  place  with 
the  debtors,  but  for  17  days  had  been 
placed  in  solitary  confinement;  that  no 
person,  not  even  the  members  of  his  fa- 
mily, were  permitted  to  see  him,  except 
in  the  presence  of  one  of  the  turnkeys ; 
that  his  letters  were  intercepted  and 
opened ;  that,  being  in  great  distress  and 
misery,  he  endeavoured  to  apply,  by  letter, 
to  a  friend  for  the  loan  of  5i. ;  that  this 
letter  was  stopped,  and  prevented  from 
reaching  the  person  to  whom  it  was  di- 
rected I  that,  in  the  last  session  of  parlia- 
ment, a  petition  on  this  subject  was  pre« 
sented  to  the  House  of  Lords ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  some  inquiry  was  made 
into  the  facts  of  the  case  by  a  magistrate 
for -the  county  of  Gloucester;  that  this 
inquiry^ did  not  procure  any  relief  for  the 
petitioner,  who  was,  on  the  contrary, 
treated  with  more  severity  than  belbre ; 
that  his  having  published,  in  the  Gloucester 
Newspaper,  an  advertisement,  thanking 
earl  Stanhope,  in  the  name  of  the  persons 
imprisoned  In  Gloucester  gaol  for  his  in- 
terference tn  their  behalf  m  the  House  of 
Lords,  which  advertisement  concluded 
with  a  compliment  to  »viscooat  Sidmouth, 
was  the  cause  of  his  having  experienced 
additional  severity  '  in  his  confinement. 
Having  thus  stated  the  principal  contents 
of  the  Petition,  he  moved,  <*  That  it  be 
now  read.'' 

Sir  W,  Guue  observed,  that  several  of 
the  complaints  which  had  been  made  by 
the  petitioner  were  found  to  be,  on  exami- 
nation, futile  and  ridiculous.  The  regu* 
lations  of  the  gaol  in  question  hod  met 
with  the  approbation  of  several  of  the 
justices  of  asslaet  as  well  as  of  the  magis- 
trates of  the  county.  To  give  the  House 
an  opportunity  of  informing  themselves 
fully  on  the  question,  he  should  move  for 
the  Report  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  department,  on  the  iubjecl 
of  the  Gloucester  gaol. 

The  Speaker  informed  the  hon.  baronet, 
that  the. question  immediately  before  tha 
^oQse  nuMt  be  first  disposed  of«     . 
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Mr.  IBemkei  laid,  he  understood  that  Mr.  i 
Perriag  .was  detained  for  the  amount  of 
the  prison  fee^  which  were  W.  12«.  and 
ivisbed  to  know  why  some  satisfactory  in- 
qoirv  had  nol  been  made  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  Addingion  said,  if  he  bad  known 
that  his  learned  friend  intended  to  present 
this  Petition,  he  would  have  prepared  bim* 
self,  in  order  to  lay  before  the  House  all 
the  information  in  bis  power.    The  fact 
was,  that,  in  the  office  to  which  he  be- 
longed, the  business  was  divided  between 
the  two  under  secretaries  of  state.    His 
.  colleague  conducted  the  civil,  and  he  at- 
^tended  to  the  military  department.    The 
House  would  not,  therefore,  be  surprised, 
that  he  should  be  unprepared  to  answer 
immediately,  since  be  had  not  received 
,any  previous  notice  on  the  subject* 

Sir  S,  /2omi7/y-did  not  think  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  have  given  the  right  hon;  gen- 
tleman any  notice  of  bis  intention  to  pre- 
sent this  Fetitibn,  since  it  merely  com- 
plained of  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the 
gaoler,  and  that  no. relief  was  granted,  by 
one  of  the  magistrates  of  the  county,  to  the 
person  who  stated  that  he  was  aggrieved. 
.  The  Petition  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table*  Sir  S.  Romiily  next  pre- 
sented the  Petition  from  William  Hudson, 
after  which  it  was.  ordered,  "  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions, 
that  there  be  laid  before  this  House,  a 
copy  of  the  Report  made  by  the  reverend 
Robert  Halifax,  one  of  the  visiting  magis- 
trates of  the  gaol  of  Gloucester  to  lord 
viscount  Sidmouth,  one  of  his  Majesty's 
principal  secretaries  of  state,  on  the  subject 
of  alleged  abuses  in  the  said  gaol,  with  a 
copy  of  the  letter  of  lord  viscount  Sid- 
mouth to  the  gaoler  of  the  said  gaol,*  in 
consequence  of  such  report. 

State  of  thb  Corn  Laws.]  Sir  James 
Shaw  presented  a  Petition  from  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  livery  of  London, 
in  Common*ball  assembled,  praying  that 
the  House  would  reject  any  measure  which 
tended  to  lay  a  duty  on 'the  importation 
of  corn.  In  laying  this  Petition  before 
the  House,  the  hon.  baronet  said,  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  that  the  effect  of  the  Tote 
of  the  preceding  evening  would  be,  to 
ra^se  the.  price  of  bread  beyond  what  it 
averaged  during  the  last  ten  years  of  war. 
^e  would  ask  the  House  seriously,  whether 
tihey  were  prepared  to  go  to  this  length  ? 

He  held  in  his  hand  an  accouott  taken 

... 


from  tbe  regular  office,  of  the  average 
price  of  the  quartern  loaf,  in  London,  from 
the  year  1804  to  the  year  1»I4.  The 
average  price  was  HJ.  and  a  fraction. 
Now,  assuming  tbe  average  of  the  quarter 
of  wheat,  in  England,  to  be  SOs.  tbe  de- 
scription of  wheat  of  a  quality  proper  to 
be  manufactured  into  flour,  for  the  con- 
sumption of  London,  would  at  least  be 
95s.  per  quarter.  Indeed,  from  tbe  best 
information  he  could  obtain,  it  appeared^ 
probable  that  it  would  exceed  th'at  sum, 
and  rise  as  high  as  lOOf.  But,  taking  it 
at  tbe  former  sum,  it  would  bring  the 
price  of  the  quartern  loaf  to  \Qd,  •  He 
wished  gentlemen  to  consider  this  a  fair^ 
plain  statement  of  facts,  about  which  there 
could  be  no  controversy,  since  the  thing 
was  capable  of  perfect  demonstration.  By' 
the  returns  of  the  Cocket-office  for  the  last 
ten  years,  it  appeared,  that  the  average 
price  of  corn  was  8S«,  5i.,  of  flour 
91#.  5^d,t  and  of  the  quartern  loaf,  14(f. 
If  the  protecting  price  were  raised  to  80ii;, 
it  was  clear  that  fine  grain  would  fetch  at 
least  95«.,  and  thus  the  price  of. bread 
would  be  higher  than  it  wa^  in  the  ten 
last  years  of  war. 

Lord  Ossulsion  said,  that  SOf.  being  the 
maximum,  the  moment  corn  arrived  at  that 
price,  importation  would  be  permitted. 

Mr.  Barmg  observed,  that  if  the  state- 
ment of  the  noble  lord  were  correct,  then 
tbe  limitation  was  entirely  useless. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikins  said,  that  if  the 
protecting  price  were  fixed  at  an  average 
of  SOs.  it  was  by  no  means  improbable 
that  fine  flofir  would  be  105f.  He  then 
proceeded  to  object  to  the  present  mode 
of  striking  the  average.  London,  he 
conceived,  to  which  corn  was  sent  from 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  ought  to  be  al- 
lowed to  fix  its  own  average,  and  the  qua- 
lity, as  well  as  the  price  of  the  grain* 
ought  to  be  considered  in  striking  that 
average.  In  the  proper  stage  of  the 
business,  he  would  take  the  sens^  of  the 
House  on  tbe  mode  in'  which  the  average 
ought  to  be  struck,  and  also  on  the  pro- 
priety of  permitting  London  to  enjoy  tbe 
advantage  be  had  already  spoken  of.  He 
trusted,  that  some  hon.  member,  of  more 
weight  than  himself,  would  move  for  a 
call  of  the  House,  before  this  imporunt 
question  was  finally  decided. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Sir  Jama  Shoo  moved  for  "  a  return  of 
the  average  prices  of  wheat,  flour,  and 
the  quarteoi  loaf,  within  the  bills  of  mor* 
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tality,   from  the  year  1804  to  the  year 
1813,  both^incluaive/' 

I'he  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  begged 
the  hon.  baronet  to  extend  his  motion  to 
a  period  previous  to  that  to  which  it  was 
now  confined ;  and  it  would  also,  he 
thought,  be  desirable,  that  the  account 
should  come  down  to  the  latest  possible 
moment.  That  the  House  might  judge 
what  was  the  effect  of  the  Act  of  1804, 
the  return  ought,  he  conceived,  to  go  back 
to  the  year  1791. 

Sir  James  Shaw  said,  the  chief  object  of 
his  motion  was  to  shew,  that  by  the  mea- 
sure which  they  adopted  last  night,  bread 
would  be  raised  to  a  dearer  rate  than  the 
citizens  of  London  had  been  accustomed 
to  pay  for  it  during  10  years  of  war. 
Now  when  they  were  entering  on  a  period 
of  peace,  and  when,  he  humbly  thought, 
the  citizens  of  London  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect to  eat  their  bread  cheaper  than  in  a 
time  of  warfare,  that  House  were  about  to 
raise  the  price.  Neither  should  it  be  for- 
gotten, that  at  the  present  moment,  many 
of  the  burthens  which  afiected  the  agri- 
cultural interest  were  removed.  The 
property  tax,  which  pressed  so  heavily 
en  ihero,  was  abolished;  the  price  of  labour, 
the  price  of  timber,  the  price  of  iron,  in 
aholrt,  the  price  of  almost  every  thing  ne- 
cessary for  agriculture,  was  reduced  ;  and 
yet,  at  this  moment,  they  were  about  to 
sanction  a  measure  that  would  raise  the 
price  of  bread  in  the  city  of  London, 
which  contained  one-tenth  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  kingdom,  to  a  height  that  it 
had  not  reached  during  10  years  of  war- 
fare. [Hear,  hear!]  If  the  right  hon.^en- 
tleman  pleased  to  move  for  other  returns 
to  support  his  view  of  the  question,  he 
was  at  liberty  to  do  so ;  but  those  which 
be  now  called  for,  were  sufiBcient  for  his 
purpose. — The  motion  was  agreed  td. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then 
moved,  "  That  the  House  do  resolve  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  to 
consider  further  of  the  State  of  the  Corn 
Laws.''  On  the  motion  that  the  Speaker 
leave  the  chair, 

Mr.  Calcrajfl  said,  that  as  the  subject  had 
been  discussed  at.  length  duting  the  pre- 
ceding night,  he  should  not  at  present 
trouble  the  committee ;  but  on  Tuesday 
next,  or  whatever  day  the  report  should 
be  received,  he  shoufd  think  it  his  duty, 
notwithstanding  the  decision  of  last  night, 
to  take  the  sense  of  the  House  again  on 
the  amount  of  the  protecting  price. 

Mr.  Shijineli  witfied  the  agriculture  to 
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be  protected,  but  not  beyond  the  neces* 
sity  of  the  case.  He  should  be  ready  to 
support  any  proposition  for  a  protecting 
price  under  SOs. 

The  House  then  went  into  the  com- 
mittee. On  the  fifth  Resolution  being 
read  9 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikms  said,  he  belieired 
this  was  the  proper  period  for  explaining 
his  view  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
average  ought  to  be  taken.  He  recom- 
mended that  it  should  be  struck  on  wheat 
alone,  and  not  on  meal  and  flour,  as  well 
on  the  weight  as  the  price ;  and  that  no 
wheat  should  be  introduced  into  the  aye- 
rage  that  was  not  fit  to  make  flour. 

Mr.  Rohmon  observed,  that  the  present 
was  not  the  proper  time  to  offer  the 
amendment  since  the  committee  bad  al- 
ready agreed  to  a  resolution,  which  stated, 
that  the  average  should  be  struck,  in  the 
manner  at  present  established  by  law.  If, 
therefore,  they  were  now  to  come  to  a 
resolution  to  alter  that  system,  they  would 
be  contradicting  the  opinion  already  ex- 
pressed. The  hon.  member  had  better, 
therefore,  defer  his  amendment,  until  the 
report  was  brought  up.  The  effect  of 
his  proposition,  however,  would  evidently 
be,  rather  to  keep  up  than  to  lower  the 
average.  If  he  only  tootf  his  average  from 
that  wheat  which  was  suitable  for  the 
manufacture  of  the  best  flour,  it  would 
be  the  means  of  always  keeping  the 
average  price  very  high;  and  the  in- 
terest of  neither  ot  the  parties  would  be 
promoted  by  this  alteration. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikm  said,  he  would  re« 
serve  his  observations  for  another  stage  of 
the  business. 

The  Resolutions  were  then  agreed  to, 
and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
on  Monday* 
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Monday,  Febnuuy  97. 

Gaol  Fees  Abolition  Bill.]  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Bennet,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  on  this  Bill. 

Mr,  Alderman  Atkms  thought  that  the 
Bill  would  throw  a  great  burthen  on  the 
city  of  London,  by  not  being  extended  to 
the  King's-bench  prison,  the  Fleet  and 
Marshalsea.  He  had  no  objection  to  the 
principle  of  die  Bill,  which  be  considered 
founded  on  hamanity ;  but  as  he  thought 
it  anjost  that  it  should  not  extend  alike  to 
all  gaols,  he  would  recommend  to  let  it 
lie  over  for  some  time. 
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Mr.  Bainei  could  not  see  how  the  city 
of  London  could  be  at  all  injured  by  the 
Bill.  He  had  already  explained,  that  no 
prisoner  could  remote  himself  to  the  city 
gaols  by  Habeas  Corpus.  He  therefore 
could  not  consent  to  any  postponement. 

Sir  James  Shaw  said,  that  the  persons 
fearing  arrest  would  get  their  friends  to 
arrest  them  in  Loudon,  in  the  gaols  of 
which  they  would  have  no  fees  to  pay, 
rather  than  wait  to  be  •  arrested  where 
they  would  have  to  remove  themselves  to 
the  King's-bench,  the  Fleet,  or  Marshal- 
sea  prison,  where  they  would  have  fees 
to  pay.  If  the  hon.  gentleman  would 
pledge  himself  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish 
the  fees  of  those  three  prisons,  he  would 
not  object  to  the  present  Bill. 

Mr.  Iknnet  said,  he  would  move  for  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
fees  of  those  prisons,  but  that  he  could 
not  as  yet  pledge  himself*  to  any  farther 
measure. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkins  thought  it  wonder- 
ful why  the  hon.  gentleman  should  have 
any  objection  to  extend  the  benefits  of 
his  Bill  to  the  unfortunate  prisoners  in  the 
King's -bench  prison,  the  Fleet,  and  the 
Marsbalsea,  more  than  the  prisoners  of 
any  other  gaols.  Were  they  not  equally 
entitled  to  pity  and  to  relief?  Did  the 
hon.  gentleman  conceive  that  they  were 
more  criminal  than  any  other  prisoners?' 
He  had  no  objection  that  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  should  p^y  the  gaolers 
of  the  city  prisons  out  of  the  consolidated 
fond,  as  well  as  the  gaolers  of  the  King's- 
bench  and  the  Fleet.  But  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  not  consent  to  let  his  Bill 
lie  over  for  some  time,  or  pledge  himself 
to  brinfr  in  a  bill  for  abolishing  the  fees 
of  the  King's-hench,  Fleet,  and  Marsbal- 
sea, he  should  think  it  his  duty  to  take  the 
tense  of  the  House  on  the  measure. 

Mr.  Holford  said,  that  the  Bill  ex- 
tended to  all  county  gaols ;  but  that  the 
gaols  of  the  courts  of  judicature  were  dif- 
ferent from  county  gaols,  and  that,  there- 
fore, it  might  be  necessary  to  provide  for 
the  latter  differently  from  the  former. 

Sir  C  Monck  thought  the  city  of  Lon- 
don bound  to  maintain  its  prisons  without 
any  such  aid  as  the  gaol  fees. 

Sir  Jomts  ^aw  gave  great  credit  to  the 
principle  of  the  Bill.  The  city  did  not 
desire  exemptions  from  public  burthens, 
but  objected  to  the  exemption  of  the  three 
large  prisons  for  debtors,  the  effect  of 
vrhich  on  them  would  be,  that  many  per- 
sons arretted  ia  Loadoo  or  the  country. 
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to  gain  the  benefit  of  lord  Redesdale's 
Act,  would  be  fixed  on  them.  If  this  Bili 
was  good  generally,  why  not  so,  as  re* 
specied  those  three  g^eat  prisons?  Oti 
what  principle  could  they  be  excepted  ? 
Why  should  not  the  benefit  of  these  wise 
alterations  be  generally  extended  ?  He 
hoped  the  hon*  member  would  recoosideir 
this  subject. 

The  Bill  went  through  the  committee. 

I 

AvfiRAGB  Prices  or  Wheat,  &c.] 
Mr.  Frankland  Lewis^  adverting  to  a  de- 
claration made  by  a  worthy  alderman  on 
Friday  evening,  that  if  the  proposed  mea- 
sure respecting  corn  were  carried  into  ef- 
fect, bread  would  probably  be  14^.  or 
I6d»  the  quartern  loaf,  lamented  that  a 
statement  so  unfounded,  and  so  calculated 
to  mislead  and  agitate,  had  gone  forth  to 
the  public.  He  had  sat  formerly  in  a 
committee  ou  the  assize  laws,  and  it  had 
at  that  time  been  agreed  by  the  committee, 
and  even  by  interested  individuals  who 
were  in  attendance,  thnt  it  was  fair  to 
consider  si3(  bushels  and  three  quarters  of 
wheat  as  equal  to  a  sack  of  flour.  If  this 
were  so,  then  when  wheat  should  be  805.' 
a  quarter,  the  quarten  loaf,  including  alt 
charges,  ought  not  to  be  more  than  one 
shilling.  Against  this  statement  there 
were  only  some  imaginary  and  absurd 
differences  between  the  average  of  wheat 
in  the  market,  and  the  wheat  of  which  it 
was  fit  to  make  flour  for  bread.  To  set 
this  matter  in  n  clearer  light,  be  would 
move,  "  That  there  be  laid  before  the 
House  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of 
wheat  at  the  Corn-exchange,  per  quarter, 
and  of  floor,  per  sack,  from  the  year  1759 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1814;  distinguish- 
ing the  variations  in  the  same  from  month 
to  month  in  each  year.'' 

Sir  James  Shato,  in  reply' to  the  observa- 
tions made  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  on 
what  had  fallen  from  him  on  Friday,  said, 
that  facts  were  better  than  theories  at  all 
times ;  and  the  facts  were  these,  namely, 
that  for  ten  years,  viz.  from  1804  to  1815 
inclusive,  the  average  price  of  wheat  had 
been  SSs,  Sd.  a  quarter,  of  flour  Sis,  5J<f. 
and  of  the  quartern  loaf  14|(/.  He  had 
been  given  to  understand,  that  if  the  average 
price  of  wheat  throughout  England  should 
be  80t.  a  quarter,  the  fine  wheat  of  which 
the  flour  was  made  for  the  bread  con- 
sumed in  the  city  of  London,  would  be 
95s.  He  allowed  that  this  was  a  point  of 
speculation,  but  he  suted  it  on  the  best 
information  he  bad  been  able  to  obtain. 
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Mr.  Rolnnaon  observed,  that  it  was 
rather  singular  that  becaase  the  worthy 
.alderman  stated  that  while  wheat  was  at 
88«.  a  quai;{ter9  the  quartern  loaf  was  at 
14^.  the  worthy  alderman  should  thence 
conclude,  that  under  the  operation  of  a 
measure  by  which  corn  could  not  be 
raised  to  a  price  above  805,  a  quarter  the 
quartern  loaf  would  be  l6tL\  [Hear! 
hear!] 

Mr,  Baring,  in  reply  to  the  last  obser- 
vation of  the  hon.  gentleman,  contended, 
that  in  no  event  would  wheat,  by  the  ope> 
ration  of  the  new  measure,  be  left  under 
SOs,  and  that  the  measure  would  have  a 
constant  tendency  to  keep  it  above  that 
price.  He  had  no  doubt  the  worthy  ma- 
gistrate was  accurately  informed  with 
respect  to  the  facts  which  he  had  stated 
to  the  House.  The  efiect  of  the  measure 
would  be  to  enhance  the  prices  of  bread, 
and  to  pot  a  bounty  into  the  pocket  of  the 
grower ;  and  with  reference  to  an  obser- 
vation made  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  made  the  present  motion,  as  to  the 
danger  of  making  such  remarks,  he  would 
ask  how  the  question  could  fairly  be 
argued  without  making  them }  He  wished 
to  sa}'  nothing  to  inflame  the  public 
mind  :  but  he  knew  of  no  way  in  which 
he  could  argue  the  question,  if  he  did  not 
say  that  he  thought  the  measure  was  an 
attempt  to  enhance  the  price  of  bread, 
and  to  procure  a  bounty  for  the  growers 
of  corn.  Fairly,  he  could  not  argue  it, 
without  looking  on  that  as  its  inevitable 
result. 

Mr.  Brand  suspected  that  there  was 
some  gross  deception  used  by  those 
who  were  between  the  growers  and  con- 
sumers of  corn— the  corn-dealers,  the 
meal-men,  the  bakers,  &c.  in  the  city  of 
London,  by  which  the  public  were  pre- 
vented from  having  bread  at  a  fair  and 
moderate  price  [Hear,  hear !].  He  con- 
tended, that  if  an  investigation  were  set 
on  foot  into  the  way  in  which  the  market 
was  managed,  it  would  so  be  found,  and 
that  it  would  also  be  found,  that  when 
the  average  price  of  bread  was  SOs.  a 
quarter,  the  quartern  loaf  need  not  be 
more  than  is.  The  object  of  the  measure 
was  to  prevent  wheat  from  ever  being 
more  thail  SOs.  a  quarter,  and  at  the  same 
lime  to  give  confidence  to  the  agricul- 
turist, in  order  that  he  might  produce  a 
sufficient  supply. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atlcim  quoted  the  ave- 
rages of  the  different  districts  to  prove 
that  there  was  a  difference  of  21s.  a 
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quarter  between  some  of  them  and  the 
Average  of  the  whole  ;  while  that  of  Lon* 
don  difiered  but  2s«  from  the  average  of 
the  whole.  It  was,  indeed,  impossible 
that  any  combination  of  dealars  could 
keep  up  the  average  in  the  city  of  London. 

Mr.  Manyait  said,  it  was  well  ascer- 
tained that  if  the  average  price  cf  wheat 
were  at  63s,,  the  quartern  loaf  would  be 
at  Hid,  and  if  the  price  were  SOs.  the 
same  loaf  would  be  Is.  Sd,  He  hoped, 
therefore^  the  House  would  suspend  their 
judgment  till  such  time  as  they  could  re- 
concile and  fix  the  averages  with  a  view 
to  the  general  benefit  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Prankland  Lewis  said,  the  propor- 
tion between  the  price  of  wheat  and 
bread  was  regulated  by  statute.  The  law 
said,  that  when  the  average  price,  that 
was,  the  price  of  good,  bad,  and  middling 
wheat  was  so  much,  that  the  price  of  the 
quartern  loaf  should  be  so  much ;  that, 
for  instance,  when  the  quarter  of  wheat 
was  79s.  8<f.  the  quartern  loaf  should  be 
at  Is.  When  wheat  was  79s.'  Si.  the 
proportion  that  the  price  of  the  sack  of 
flour  ought  to  bear  to  it  was  665.  Sd.  This 
was  the  positive  enactment  of  the  statute 
on  the  subject. 

Sir  Janies  Sluxm  said,  the  price'  of  bread 
in  the  metropolis  was  not  fixed  by  the 
average  price  of  wheat,  but  by  the  ave- 
rage price  of  flour.  It  was  in  the  power 
of  magistrates  to  fix  the  assize  either  by 
the  average  psice  of  wheat  or  the  average 
price  of  flour;  and  the  magistrates  of 
London  had  generally  been  of  opinion 
that  the  fairest  way  of  fixing  it  was  by 
the  price  of  floor. 

Mr.  Rose  expressed  himself  obliged  to 
the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  F»  Lewis)  for 
the  valuable  information  which  he  bad 
communicated  to  the  House  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  averages.  He  had  always  been 
unable  to  account  for  the  circumstance  of 
the  price  of  bread  being  invariably  higher 
in  London  than  in  the  rest  of  the  country. 
The  difference  had  been  often  stated  as 
high  as  10  per  cent.  In  a  paper  before 
the  House,  it  was  distinctly  stated,  that 
for  eight  or  nine  years  back  the  price  of 
bread  had  been  3d.  higher  in  London 
than  in  the  other  market  towns  of  Eng- 
land. This  perplexed  him  extremely. 
At  first  he  thought  it  might  have  arisea 
from  a  monopoly  among  the  millers ;  but 
he  was  afterwards  convinced  that  this 
could  not  be  thb  cause,  because  floor  had 
been  imported  from  all  parts  of  the  conn* 
try  to  London.    HoWj  with  this  permissioo 
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to  import,  the  prices  had  always  qoo- 
tioaed  so  moch  higher  in  London  than 
elsewhere^  was  a  subject  which  was  otterljr 
inexplicable  to  him ;  and  he  conceiyed  it 
night  be  a  fit  object  for  inquiry. 

Mr.  P,  Ltwii  said,  he  would  explain 
why  the  price  of  flour  was  so  much 
higher  iit  London  than  in  the  country. 
In  the  one  case,  37 1  pounds  was  allowed 
for  a  quarter  of  wheat ;  and  in  the  other, 
437  lb.  making  a  difference  of  66  pounds 
in  the  quarter. 

The  return  was  then  ordered. 
Mr.  Alderman  Aikuu  mofed  for  an 
account,  from  the  first  week  of  November 
last,  to  the  I8th  of  February,  containing 
returns  of  the  quantities  of  grain  sola 
during  that  period,  from  which  the  afe* 
rages  had  been  estimated,  framed  in  such 
a  manner  that  the  weekly  averages  might 
be  seen. 

Lord  A.  Hamilum  observed,  that  the 
subject  of  averages  was  the  point  on 
which  the  discussion  hinged,  and  without 
some  information  as  to  what  the  intentions 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers  on  that  subject 
were,  the  House  scarcely  knew,  what  they 
were  to  look  forward  to.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Robinson)  had  stated,  in 
opening  the  question,  that  no  alteration 
whatever  was  to  take  place  as  to  fixing  the 
averages.  It  was  well  known  that  there 
was  a  great  variation  in  the  mode  of 
taking  the  averages  in  different  districts. 
In  some,  Scotch  grain  was  excluded;  in 
some,  Irish  grain  ;  in  some,  both ;  and  in 
others,  neither.  ^Was  he  to  understand 
that  in  future  the  average  was  to  be  taken 
from  the  quantity,  as  well  as  the  price  of 
the  grain  sold  ?  If  it  was  in  contemplation 
to  pass  the  Bill  with  the  present  mode  of 
taking  the  averages,  then  it  might  be 
proper  to  reduce  the  importation  price,  it 
might  be  reduced  from  80f.  to  76s.  the 
quarter ;  but  if  there  was  to  be  an  altera* 
tion  with  respect  to  the  averages,  then  the 
House  were  totally  in  the  dark.  Farmers 
and  landlords  had  not  hitherto  had  the 
benefit  of  the  law  as  it  existed.  It  was 
well  known  that  corn  had  been  lower  in 
all  the  markets  of  the  country  than  the 
importation  price,  long  before  the  impor- 
tation was  stopped ;  and  that  the  farmers 
could  not  obtain  a  price  for  their  corn,  in 
consequence  of  the  competition  of  foreign 
com  in  our  market. 

Mr.  Robiiuon  said,  he  certainly  did  state 
on  opening  the  subject,  that  he  was  sensible 
of  the  objections  to  the  existing  mode  of 
the  averages,  but  that  he  did  not 
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see  how  that  mode  could  be  got  rid  of,  and 
that  he  conceived  it  better  to  leave  the 
subject  as  it  was,  than  to  substitute  any 
other  mode  jn  its  place.  He  still  adhered 
to  that  opinion.  Whatever,  therefore,  the 
House  should  think  proper  to  fix  with 
respect  to  the  importation  price,  they 
would '  do  it  on  the  understanding  that  the 
averages  were  to  remain  as  at  present. 
That  there  was  a  difference  between  tho 
present  mode  and  others  which  might  bo 
devised,  he  was  willing  to  admit ;  but  he 
was  convinced  the  more  the  subject  was 
examined  into,  the  more  difficult  it  would 
be  found  to  come  to  any  precise  knowledge 
of  that  diff*erence.  One  week  there  was  a 
difference  of  4f.  and  another  week  a  dif- 
ference of  5d.  With  respect  to  the  obser« 
vation  of  the  noble  lord,  on  excluding 
Scotch  and  Irish  corn  in  Uie  average,  the 
law  required  British  corn,  including  Scotch 
corn,  but  excluding  Irish  and  foreign  corn. 
The  return  was  then  ordered. 

Statb  op  tbb  Corn  Laws.]  On  the 
question,  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee, 
on  the  State  of  the  Corn  Laws,  be  brought 
up, 

Mr.  Barclay  rose  for  the  first  time.  He 
said,  it  was  with  considerable  reluctance 
he  stood  up  to  oppose  a  string  of  resolu* 
tions  which  had  been  sanctioned  by  so 
large  a  majority.  From  the  short  time  he 
had  sat  in  the  House,  it  might  perhaps  be 
deemed  presumptuous  in  him  to  diner  so 
directly  in  opinion  from  so  many  gentle- 
men of  much  longer  parliamentary  ex- 
perience than  he  had  to  boast;  but  he  teh 
himself  imperiously  called  on  by  what  he 
deemed  his  duty,  to  enter  his  serious  pro« 
test  against  these  resolutions,  and  the 
principle  on  which  they  were  founded*  If 
he  understood  that  principle  right,  the 
landholders  now  came  forward  and  ^laimed 
from  the  House  and  the  country  a  compen* 
sation  for  the  capital  which  they  had  in- 
vested in  the  improvement  of  their  own 
estates.  Surely,  by  the  same  role,  the 
manufucturers  had  an  equal  right  tp  come 
t6  the  House,  and  ask  a  compensation  for 
the  capital  they  had  expended  in  enlarg- 
ing their  several  manufactories,  in  obtain- 
ing new  machinery,  and  in  the  purchase 
of  raw  materials,  which,  during  many 
years  of  the  late  war,  had  lain  by  them  a 
mere  drug  and  a  dead  weight.  Tlie  manu- 
facturer, however,  had  taken  no  such  step : 
he  was  content  to  take  his  chance  in  both 
the  home  and  foreign  market,  and  to  de- 
pend on  the  goodness  and  superiority  of 
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his  manufactures  to  fetch  htm  sdch  ft  price 
as  might  remunerate  hiro,  both   for  the 
capital  he  had  laiH  out,  and  the  labour  he 
had  bestowed.     He  was  content  that  the 
wares  he  dealt*  in   should    go  fairly  to 
market,  and  there  find  their  own  level 
against  every  sort  of  competition.    The 
landholders,  on  the  contrary,  not  satisfied 
with  tW  high  prices  of  corn  during  so 
many  years  of  war,  which  bad  in  all  in- 
stances doubled  their  rents,  and  in  many 
had  trebled  them,  came  to  the  House  and 
required  at  its  hands  a  compensation  for 
that  capital,  which  had  already  procured 
them  so  many  advantages,  in  the  continual 
advance  of  their  rents  during  sd  long  a 
period   of   time, — during  all    which  the 
middling  and  labouring  classes  of  the  com* 
munity  had  been  struggling  with  difficol- 
tieSi  and   patiently  and  loyally  suffering 
privations  from  wnich  they  could  expect 
no  deliverance  if  these  resolutions  should 
be  carried  into  effect,— -privations  which 
they  had  all  along  been  promised   they 
should  be  relieved  from,  when  Providence 
should  send  them  the  blessings  of  peace. 
Those  blessings,  sb  long  looked  for,  and  so 
much  desired,  had  been  granted,  by  our 
being  now  at  peace  with  all  the  world  ; 
and  yet,  if  these  resolutions  were  carried 
into  effect,  the    manufacturers    and   the 
labouring  classes  most  greatly  suffer,  be- 
cause the  high  price  of  corn  must  increase 
the  price  of  lat>oor,  and  that  could  not  be 
done  without  endangering  the  manufactu- 
rer's competition  in  all  foreign  markets. 
He  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  no  body 
of  men,  however   respectable,  ought  to 
expect  a  compensation  for  the  capital  they 
expended  for  their  own  benefit,  or  for  the 
taxes  they   paid  in  common  with  other 
bodies  of  men,  according  to  iheir  several 
circumstances  in  life.    He  must,  therefore, 
once  more  protest  against  the  resolutions, 
and  object  to  the  report  being  brought  up. 
Mr.  Graiian  said,  that  the  tendency  of 
the  arguments  of  the  opponents  of  the 
present  measure,  was  to  reduce  the  people 
of  this  island  to  depend  for  bread  on  the 
will  of  foreigners — to  reduce  (he  people  of 
England  to  the  necessity  of  being- fed  by 
the  charity  of  France.     He  was  far  from 
asserting  ihat  such  a  high  tax  on  corn 
would  be  imposed  by  foreign  governments, 
or  that  they  would  prohibit  it  from  being 
exported  to  England.     The  question  was, 
whether  parliament  in  its  wisdom  would 
reduce  the  people  of  England  to  depend  on 
foreign  states.   The  House  were  to  consider 
whether  domestic  corn  could  contend  in 
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our  markets  with  foreign  com.  That 
foreign  corn  would  drive  thp  home  corn 
out  of  the  market,  and  that  we  could  not 
contend  with  foreigners,  was  a  point  which 
all  were  nearly  agreed  on.  No  man  could 
Ibok  at  the>  reports  and  the  evidence 
without  being  convinced,  that  without  an 
alteration  in  the  existing  laws,  we  must  be 
undersold  by  foreigners  in  our  own  mar- 
kets. The  growers  of  foreign  corn  were 
not  subject  to  the  burthens  paid  by  our 
agriculturists,  and  could  therefore  afford  to 
sell  their  produce  much  cheaper.  The 
question  was,  whether  the  farmers  of  this 
country  should  give  op  tillage  for  want  of 
that  encouragement  and  protection  which 
was*  afforded  to  the  manufacturer.  That 
countries  of  such  extent  and  capacity  of 
improvement  as  England  and  Ireland, 
should  be  allowed  to  lie  waste,  and  that  we 
should  derive  those  supplies  from  foreign 
countries  which  our  own  was  so  well  able 
to  yield  to  us,  was  a  proposition  of  to 
monstrous  a  nature,  that  he  wondered  how 
it  could  have  been  entertained. 

It  had  been  argued  as  if  the  protection 
afforded  to  tillage  would  have  the  effect 
of  driving  our  manufacturers  out  of  the 
market  of  Europe,  and  as  if  the  prosperity 
of  our  manufactures  and  our  agriculture 
were  two  things  altogether  incompatible. 
But  there  was  no  evidence  to  shew  that  a 
fair  protection  to  the  agriculturist  was  ia- 
compatible  with  the  success  of  our  menu* 
factures.  The  manufacturers  had  made  oot 
no  case  to  shew,  that  if  corn  were  to  be  at 
SQs.  the  quarter,  the  manufactures  could 
not  be  successfully  carried  on,  but  that  if 
it  were  at  75s.  the  manufactures  would 
flourish.  The  language  of  the  manufac* 
turers  seemed  to  be  this :  pay  us  an  etior* 
mous  price  for  our  manufectures^  and  give 
up  tillage,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  sell 
our  goods  cheap  to  other  countries.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  then  proceeded  to 
examine  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Adam  Smith 
respecting  the  price  of  labour.  He  was 
aware  that  the  price  of  corn  did  influence 
the  price  of  labour ;  but  it  was  also  in* 
fluenced  by  other  articles  of  prime  neces- 
sity which  were  to  corn  in  the  proportion 
of  two  to  five.  Corn  was  a  necessary,  bnl 
not  the  only  necessary  of  life.  The  rule 
of  an  unlimited  freedom  could  not  be  ap- 
plied till  the  consent  of  all  the  other  na- 
tions of  the  globe  was  obtained.  While  a 
protection  was  given  to  ail  our  roanuiac* 
tures,  was  corn  to  be  the  only  exception  } 
and  were  husbandmen  to  be  deprived  of 
that  protection  and  encouragement  which 
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wM-gtTCD  to  titty  other  clatt  in  the  com- 
munUy?  The  langaage  of  the  manufac- 
turera  was  this :  git e  as  such  a  price  as  we 
pleMe  for  our  cloth  and  our  hardware,  and 
allow  us  to  give  you  such  a  price  as  we 
please  to  gi?e  you  for  your  com. .  It  was 
not  enough  to  say,  that  the  people  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  procure  corn  from  the  places 
where  it  could  be  got  cheapest;  it  was 
necessary  also  to  shew  that  the  foreign 
markets  were  perpetoally  accessible. 

Much  had  been  said  respecting  the 
commercial  relationship  of  the  country, 
by  those  who  seemed  to  hare  forgotten 
that  the  political  relatioiuhip  was  much 
more  important,  and  in  fkct  governed  the 
whole.  The  existence  of  the  nation  de- 
pended upon  grain ;  those  who  supplied 
us  had  our  lives  in  their  hands— they  were 
the  mutors  of  our  very  being;  our  re* 
eourcesi  our  finances,  our  trade,  must  de- 
pend upon  the  will  of  others;  and  would 
It  be  wise  to  put  the  trident  itself  into  the 
hands  of  those  who  would  be  our  enemies, 
the  moment  it  ceased  to  be  their  interest  to 
be  our  friends?  Instead  of  continuing  a 
physically  independent,  we  should  become 
a  physically  dependent  people.  Suppose 
we  were  morally  certain  that  we  could 
obtain  a  supply  of  grain  from  abroad,  did 
it  follow  as  C'.rtainly  that  we  could  obtain 
that  supply  at  a  cheap  rate  ?  Might  it  not 
at  some  future  period  be  the  policy  of  the 
country  from  which  it  was  derived,  to  lay 
a  heavy  duty  upon  com  ?  and  might  not 
England,  that  had  ruined  her  own  agricul- 
turists, be  compelled  to  pay  an  exorbitant 
tax  for  the  very  subsistence  of  her  inhabi- 
tants ?  The  market  at  home  was  always 
certain,  the  market  abroad  always  on- 
certain  ;  by  looking  only  to  the  home 
market,  we  should  encourage  all  brancjies 
of  trade,  as  well  the  merchant  as  the  agri- 
culturist; by  looking  to  the  foreign  market, 
we  should  effectually  throw  our  own  land 
cut  of  tillage.  With  the  assistance  of 
Ireland,  the  empire  was  independent  of  the 
world.  By  discouraging  the  farmer,  we 
not  only  made  the  whole  world  inde^ 
pendent  of  us,  but  we  actually  degraded 
ourselves  into  supplicants  and  petitioners 
to  those  who  had  been  our  bitterest  ene- 
mies. Let  us  employ  and  foster  our  own 
means,  and  we  should  have  more  corn  than 
any  amount  to  which  even  the  imagination 
could  extend.  Give  to  Ireland  the  encou- 
ragement to  which  she  was  entitled,  and 
the  question  would  not  be  whether  we 
wanted  corn,  but  how  we  should  dispose 
of  our  abundance:   then,  indeed*  would 
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arise  another  care  for  the  government; 
for  the  grower  might  be  smothered  in  his 
own  abundance.  How  many  thousand 
acres  were  there  in  Great  Britain  yet  un- 
cultivated ?  how  many  thousand  more  in 
Ireland,  that  might,  by  due  encouri|ge- 
ment,  be  converted  into  the  best  land  for 
the  production  of  wheat  ?  And  would  the 
House  consent  to  cast  away  food  placed 
in  our  own  power,  for  the  miserable  and 
mistaken  policy  of  procuring  grain  cheaply 
for  one  year,  and  of  entailing  dependence 
and  famine  upon  the  country  ever  after- 
wards ? 

It  had  been  formerly  the  practice  of 
England  to  repress  Ireland,  to  keep  back 
her  produce  and  manufactures ;  but  she 
had  flourished  notwithstanding ;.  and  after 
a  series  of  years  she  had  now  become  an 
exporting,  instead  of  an  importing  coun- 
try; and  in  1806,  during  the  administra- 
tion of  a  right  bon.  baronet,  (Sir  John 
Newport)  the  intercourse  was  opened  be- 
tween tho  two  countries,  without  restric- 
tion. The  result  was,  that  Ireland  was  at 
this  time  a  great  agricultural  country,  and 
was  able  to  supply  to  this  country  mora 
than  two  millions  of  quarters  annual ly» 
and  actually  at  one  period  covered  the 
whole  demand  of  Great  Britain,  notwith- 
standing the  great  increase  of  her  popula- 
tion. What  had  been  the  cause  or  this 
improvement,  but  the  stimulus  given  by 
the  possession  of  the  home  market  ?  Having 
raised  Ireland  to  this  situation,  would  par- 
liament, by  rejecting  the  measure  before 
the  House,  compel  her  agriculturists  to 
neglect  the  land  they  had  so  industriously 
brought  into  tillage  ?  Would  it  consent 
that  the  population  that  had  fed  us  should 
themselves  be  starved  ?  Her  industry  had 
now  raised  her  to  importance  in  agricul- 
ture ;  and  was  it  the  wish  of  the  opponents 
of  this  measure,  that  she  should  change 
her  system  and  become  of  importance  in 
manufactures :  she  would  then  be  con- 
verted into  a  subsidiary  country  in  respect 
of  supply,  and  a  rival  country  in  respect 
of  manuUctores.  That  would  be  the.  re- 
snlt  of  the  arguments  of  the  opponents  of 
these  Resolutions— and  was  that  what  they 
desired  ?  The  right  bon.  gentleman  then 
took  a  short  view  of  the  state  of  the 
financea  of  Ireland,  proving  that  she 
transmitted  lar|(e  sums  to  this  country,  by 
means  of  remittances  to  absentees,  and 
the  purchafe  of  woollens  and  other  mann- 
&ctures«  Were  her  agriculture  destroyed, 
how  would  she  he  able  to  continue  theso 
paymenu?  It  was  a  question  not  merely 
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touching  those  connected  with  IrelMnd/ 
bat  the  whole  landed  and  commercial  in- 
terest of  this  portion  bf  the  empire.  At 
present  the  remittances  to  absentees  were 
calcalated  at  two  miltions  ;  by  proper  re* 
gulations,  by  the  improveitient  or  their 
estates,  the  sum  would  be  augmented  one* 
third  ;  and  by  reducing  the  farmers,  hot 
only  this  additional  third  would  be  with- 
drawn, but  perhaps  half  of  the  brigitial 
sum  that  had  been  hitherto  transmitted. 
There  were,  howevet",  higher  consftf^r^- 
lions,  that  must  have  more  Weight  than 
any  thing  he  had  hitherto  stated  :.  Ireland 
Was  a  country  with  many  prejudices 
against  England,  some  of  them  well 
founded — she  was  connected  by  ties  that 
at  various  periods  had  appeared  fn  datogef 
of  being  destroyed  :  at  present  the  union 
appeared  firm  and  lasting:  biit  it  re- 
mained for  this  country  either  to  weaken 
the  bonds  or  to  render  them  indissoluble. 
How  was  this  to  be  effected  ?  By  making 
the  two  countries  mutually  dependent 
upon  each  other.  IreUtid,  if  this  Bill 
Were  passed,  would  continue  to  take  the 
ibanufactures  of  Creat  Britain,  and  Great 
Britain  would  continue  to  take  the  grain 
of  Ireland.  Tfius  they  Wbuld  be  united, 
not  merely  by  the  link  of  law,  but  by 
tbe  firmer  bonds  of  absolute  Adcessity. 
The  two  countries.  With  the  saltoe  general 
interests,  instead  of  rivals,  wbuld  become 
firm  and  steady  friends— -they  would  be 
physically  identified  with  eftch  other — 
mutually  dependent  upon  each  other-^ 
And  fbr  ever  motuaify  ind'epetident  of  fhe 
rest  of  the  civilized  globe.  On  these 
xffrounds  he  gave  his  entit*e  cohcorrenee  (o 
the  ResoYutions  before  thfe  House. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  vras  toiidtts  to  <«6ttect 
&  mistake  that  seemed  to  prevail  in  the 
House,  that  the  iiitefesDi  of  dfe  Itodhblder 
and  of  the  manufacturer  were  conflicting 
hkd  incompatible.  They  Weile,  in '  the 
view  of  enlightened  (Policy,  the  same; 
end  the  success  or  rtiin  of  the  one,  was  the 
success  or  min  of  the  other :  Inasmuch  as 
fhe  country  generally  had  been  enriched 
by  the  anle  of  our  manufiictures,  the  hnd- 
hoMera  had  received  their  share  of  the 
Wealth  and  advantages.  It  had  been  the 
wise  policjr  of  former  governments  to 
keep  the  price  of  the  chief  article  of  sub* 
sistence  as  low  as  possible ;  opoh  this  prin- 
ciple Mr.  Pitt  had  acted  with  success,  but 
the  system  was  now  slbout  to  be  changed. 
It  was  undoubtedly  true,  that  the  rent  of 
land  would  be  diminished  bjjr  the  unlimited 
imporUtion  of  corn  i  butifthe  Resolutions 
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npoti  the  table  passed  in  their  {Jireseiit 
shape,  the  manufactures  of  the  towns 
would  be  destroyed,  and  the  land  intist 
consequently  be  depreciiited ;  com  might 
be  grown,  but  paupers  would  be  the  only 
customers  fbr  it.  It  WaS  in  truth  impos* 
sible  to  separate  the  two  interests.  Tile 
value  of  land  within  knetnory  had  increased 
in8omep^acesthfee-ft>ld^  thb  oWnera  Isad 
derived  their  benefit  froth  the  political 
state  of  things,  &nd  tlbW  they  most  isafkr 
the  depreciation  prbtluted  by  an  alteTktioki 
in  that  politick!  State.  With  respect  to 
oiir  mahtofkcturers,  it  wa's  alMwed,  that 
during  the  War  otir  triumphant  sittontion 
on  the  sea  had  enabled  us  to  force  a  trade 
without  rivals ;  but  now  we  were  open  Uy 
Competition,  it  would  be  madness  ih  ns  to 
throw  fresh  obstacles  in  the  wky  of  those 
who  hikd  so  many  to  contend  against  In 
his  opinion,  it  tnight  be  fairly  argued  that 
the  manufacturer  hAd  been  the  great 
benefactor  of  the  landed  interest.  He  did 
not  say  that  his  desigr»  vvas  to  serve  the 
hnd-owoer.  That  faad,beeii  the  effect  of 
the  floUrishfOg  state  of  bur  tdSmufacitn'ei» 
and  in  the  dimculties  now  to  be  encoun- 
tered the  land-owner  ought  to  participate. 
By  the  Yneasures  xloW  u|ion  the  table  the 
wise  system  pursued  fbr  years  was  ^bout 
to  be  subverted,  and  the  Ubourers  pre- 
vented from  potting  the  real  wealth  of  the 
country  into  that  marketable  shape  by 
^hich  this  country  had  hitherto  been 
made  the  envy  of  sorroondibg  nAtibnt. 

Mr.  Y&rh  observed,  that  the  present 
question  was  not  whether  any  restriction 
at  sll  should  be  imposed,  for  it  appeiired 
to  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  some 
provision  of  this  kind  was  necessary.  The 
boh.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.Barmg)  h«i 
made  sohie  severe  observations  on  ^e 
landed  interest ;  he  seemed  to  think  thtt 
they  w^hed  to  bolster  crp  their  high  rents 
by  a  legislative  enactment ;  but  sorely  ^o 
person  could  think  of  seriously  im&ntlithtg 
such  a  charge*  When  iUch  an  obiervtttion 
wSis  made  with  reference  to  the  land-owners, 
chey  might  retaliate,  and  Accuse  the  ttreat 
And  opulent  merchants  Who  opposed  thn 
restriction>  with  a  design  to  extend  th«ir 
commei'ce,  by  throwing  open  this  trid^. 
Now  he  believed,  on  his  conscience,  thsft 
no  such  feeling  existed  in  toy  qOaHerof 
that  House.  He  was  convinced,  that  botft 
(be  merchants  and  the  landholder*  wishSsI 
to  deHde  this  Question  in  Che  way  moat 
beneficial  to  (ne  community  at  iergfe. 
His  hon.  friend  who  spoke  last  hsfd  very 
justly  observed,  that  the  interest  of  tbt 
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SaQVfaolarfir  jpri^  tbi^  Mime  with  tbut  of 
e  land-Qwner.  He  wm  correct  m  his 
iutemeqt;  ^i^  t^e  penoxM  who  e^dea- 
foured  to  ezciie  a  aiversity  of  opinioa 
fietween  those  two  iQter^Uf  cpold  not 
effect  any  good  by  their  efibrti.  4o  hoo. 
lind  learned  j;entlejnan  on  a  f^r^er  ef  en- 
log  had  adip^tei|«  that  ih^  qc^estion  wai. 
whether  this  country  could  be  supplied 
jrith  corn  from  her  o^n  imoiediate  re- 
f  Qi^rces  \  or  whether  it  was  not  necessary 
that  her  supply  should  come  from  abroad  \ 
Aod  he  had  particularly  observed,  th#t^ 
if  it  could  be  proved,  ihat  the  system  of  a 
tree  trade  would  oblige  this  country  to 
depend  on  France  for  Ihe  p^9essary  of 
life^  it  would  he  sufficient  to  make  him 
Cbl^^e  his  opiqion.  Now.  he  W^uld 
place  himself  qi^  this  gronqd,  (ht|t  England 
could  be  rendered  perfectly  free  of  foreign 
countries  for  a  supply  of  corn— and  llu^ 
the  bon.  and  learned  gentleman  himself 
had  admitted  tp  be  a  m9s(  desirable  thing, 
Th^  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  seemed 
.  to  argue  pn  thi^  qoesiioA»  as  if  it  were  i| 
new  case— as  if  the  legiala^^fe  bad  never 
before  imposed  any  restriction  on  the  im* 
portation  of  corp.  But  every  ^rte  kpewi 
that  the  very  principle  they  were  noff 
preparing  to  act  on^  had  been  adop^e^,  if 
pot  from  the  times,  of  Cjiarles  the  ^d,  at 
least  from  those  pf  king  VViHi^ ;  apd 
wa^  in  fact,  9^  old  as  any  other  part  of 
tbo  system  which  governed  the  trade  of 
^his  country  •  It  was  true,  that,  00  a  que^* 
lion  of  so  delicate  and  critical  a  nature,  i|s 
one  affecting  the  food  of  the  people,  a 
case  of  necessity  should  be  made  qut  by 
|)ioie  who  proposed  any  alteration  in  the 
|aw.  That  necessity,  be  conceived*  bad 
been  admitted  by  almost  every  persoq  who 
bad  taken  a  part  m  the  debate.  All  agreed 
|hat  e  restriction  should  take  place,  though 
A  difierepce  of  opinion  existed  aa  to 
ihe  importation  price;  some  preferring 
74iu  soipe  76s.  and  some  8O1.  He  here 
protftted  f^aintt  what  had  fallen  froip 
jmme  of  those  who  had  delivered  their 
afptiments.    He  could  not  consider  thif 

Suestion,  as  it  related  to  the  united  kiug- 
om  of  Great  Britaip  and  Irelapd,  merely 
10  a  commercial  point  of  view,  on  th^ 
same  footing  as  it  might  be  considered 
with  reference  (o  Breipen  or  Hamburgh. 
)t  was  indeed  said,  that  this  was  a  com- 
mercial and  manufacturit^g  cquntry.  He 
coald  noi  admit  this  in  the  sepse  attached 
to  the  appellation  by  some,  gentlemen. 
That  it  was  a  great  commercial  country 
be  allowed— 4iat  it  waf  a  great  iigricultoral 
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coqntry  before  it  was  a  con^mercial  one* 
Nay*  even  if  its  comperce  and  ipanufac^ 
tures  wer^  to  be  annihilated*  i(  v^ould  sti(( 
continue  a  greftt  co\^ntry,  and  p^intain  itf 
independeoce  tbrpughout  Europe*  It  cer^ 
thinly  neither  had  been  nor  could  be  sq 
d^peqdeQt  upon  its  o^anufac tores  4s  the 
hon.  barope^  ^ho  had  just  spokep*  had 
conceived  it  to  be.  But  those  wl|o  tboughl 
that  onr  manofacturei,  ifhick)  had  con* 
tinned  to  flourish  during  the  ea^trfordiqnrjlt 
events  of  (be  long  revolutionary  war^ 
would  be  equi^lly  sticceasfol  now  tof 
natiqns  of  the  continent  were  in  a  stat^ 
of  profound  peace,  might  $nd  thejpaselve^ 
egregioualy  deceived.  The  Freqf  b  people, 
now  brought  bj^ck  to  fU'der,  ^ould  b<^ 
anxious  to  prevent  tbqr  introduction.  K\ 
f  II  events  it  woqld  be  too  mi^ch  to  spppoif} 
tbi^t  we  ought  tQ  sacrifice  every  tbmg  t^ 
pnr  miuiufacti|res.-<But  the  fulvocatef  qf 
the  manufacturing  interests  h^d  no^  con« 
descended  to  tell  us  in  what  manner  thq 
proposed  ipeasnro  would  hf^Te  ^be  efibc| 
of  raising  the  price  of  corn*  If  pur  ma* 
nufacturers  sbo^ld  Q9t  b^oceforward  bq 
able  to  compete  with  foreign  countries, 
the  circun^stance  would  not  bo  owing  tq 
this  meuure*  But  the  Bill  w^  not  in- 
tended \o  raise  the  price  of  corn ;  its  ob« 
j^ct  was  to  prevent  the  forei|;ner  front 
coming  into  this  cpontry  with  bis  produce* 
to  the  jqjury  of  our  owq«  and  even  to  an 
extent  which  would  be  ruinous.  For 
many  years  after  the  prices  had  been 
fixed,  front  ^n-eafly  part  of  the  last  cen* 
tury  ^ill  17*64,  the  price  wes  always  lower 
than  it  had  been  beforcj  because  the  agri* 
culturist  felt  himself  ao  miich  at  ease  ai 
to  be  able  to  aSbrd  corn  at  a  reasonable 
price.  It  wonld  oe  the  height  of  absurdity 
to  give  the  comfipnity  reason  to  believe 
th|t  for  a  year  or  two  only,  they  might  have 
corn  %\  q  very  low  price,  and  aft^ r  thi^t 
to  let  them  have  the  prospect  of  its  being 
considerably  dearer.  It  was  folly  to  talk 
of  the  impossibility  of  this  country  no^ 
being  able  to  grow  corn  eqough  for  its 
vfboie  consumption.  From  a  calculation 
which  he  held  in  his  hand  it  appeared^ 
that  uking  Great  Britain  ^d  Ireland  to- 
gether* the  auperficial  oontenu  were  65 
millions  of  acres,  and  the  population  of 
the  empire  about  17  milliopa.  Supposing 
thM  1^  opinions  oat  of  the  17  eat  wbeatei| 
bread,  and  that  the  rest  subsisted  on  oata 
or  other  grain,  and  that  each  individual 
of  the  fui  mer  portion  consumed  about  q 
quarter  of  wheat*  did  any  man  believe 
that  the   land  woulc}  not  produce  thf 
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whole  of  the  qaantity  required  ?  He  woald 
admit,  that  be  had  been  a  great  iceptic 
on  tbe  subject  of  the  oecessity  of  importa- 
tion ;  but  he  bad  altered  his  opinion,  on 
minutely  examining  into  it.  In  tbe  last 
year  It  appeared  that  670,000  quarters  of 
corn  had  been  imported ;  but  oF  these* 
430,000  were  imported  from  Germany, 
Holland,  Flanders,  and  France,  all  within 
the  last  quarter  of  a  year.  He  would  not 
take  into  the  account  any  importations 
which  might  come  from  America  or  from 
Poland,  because  the  circumstances  of  ex- 
pense,  of  freight,  and  navigation,  and  the 
distance  from  which  they  would  be 
brought,  would  operate  against  the  intro- 
duction of  any  material  quantity ;  but  as 
to  the  importations  from  the  rest  of  £urope, 
it  would  in  a  moment  be  seen,  that  if 
430,000  Quarters  of  wheat,  and  200,000  of 
oats  coald  be  imported  in  one  quarter  of  a 
year  from  countries  of  the  continent,  in- 
dependent of  France* — tbe  agricultural 
interests  of  this  country  must  be  placed  in 
a  state  of  imminent  hazard.— With  respect 
to  the  opinions  of  tbe  Corporation  of  Lon- 
don upon  this  subject,  he  did  not  place 
much  reliance  upon  them.  It  was  not 
the  same  corporation  that  existed  in  the 
time  of  William  or  of  Anne,  or  in  that  of 
the  two  first  princes  of  the  House  of 
Brunswick.  And  when  he  looked  to  the 
public  principles  which  bad  latel}'  ema- 
nated from  that  body,  and  considered  the 
purposes  to  which  they  had  occasionally 
lent  themselves,  he  could  not  withhold  the 
remark,  that  they  were  not  entitled  to  tbe 
'same  respect  as  heretofore.  It  was  very 
natural  that  a  great  and  populous  city, 
like  that  of  London,  should  desire  to  have 
their  bread  at  a  cheap  rate,  without  re- 
garding the  means  by  which  that  end  was 
acquired.  It  was  immaterial  to  them 
whether  the  com  came  from  France  or 
from  Poland,  or  from  whence  it  came,  so 
as  bread  ^as  at  a  low  price ;  but  be  could 
not  help  saying,  ana  he  waa  sure  the 
House  would  agree  with  him  in  tbinkinj^, 
that  it  waa  impossible  so  great  a  mass  of 
people  could  be  capable  of  forming  a 
judgment  of  those  measures  which  were 
best  calculated  for  the  advantage  of  tbe 
community  at  large,  and  tbe  more  espe* 
cially,  wben  it  was  recollected  that  their 
own  personal  interest  was  at  variance  with 
that  of  the  great  body  of  the  public.  It 
was  impossible  for  such  people  to  argue 
on  the  subject ;  and  on  this  account  he 
would  not  give  way  to  their  opinion.  It 
vas  ibii  outcry  for  cheap  brrad  which 
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demolished  the  Roman  po^er :   Panem  ei 
drcenses  was  the  demand  of  the  people  ; 
the  demagogues  joined  in  the  clamour^ 
and  the  government  was  at  last  obliged  to 
furnish   them    with    bread  gratuitously ; 
then  they  neglected  the    cultivation   of 
their  own  fertile  lands,  and'  looked  for 
their  supplies  to  Sicily  and  to  Egypt :  hot 
after  this,  the  hardy  race  of  labourers— 
rusticorum  mascula  miliium  proiirs— became 
extinct.      With  the   loss  of   agriculture 
went  their  liberty,  their  power  soon  foU 
lowed,  and  hence  the  fall  of  that  once 
great  and  flourishing  city.     The  inha- 
bitants of  London  amounted  to  one  mil- 
lion, and  if  these  depended  upon  France 
and  Holland  and  Flanders,  for  corn,  what 
would  become  of  Kent,  of  Sussex,  and  of 
Essex  ?   As  it  was,  in  consequence  of  the 
importations  from  abroad,  he  well  knew 
that  scarce  a  farmer  had  sent  a  grain  of 
corn  to  market.     The  price,  in  fact,  at 
which  it  was  selling,  would  not  pay  them 
for  their  labour.     How  was  it  possible  that 
the  agriculture  of  this  country  coald  bear 
a  competition  with   the    agriculture    of 
France  or  Flanders  ?    The  ports  of  those 
countries  lay  fully  as  convenient  for  the 
London  market  as  the  ports  of  Norfolk, 
or  even  l^ex.    To  his  own  knowledge 
there  were  farmers  within  Q5  mites  of  the 
metropolis,  that  could  not  sell  their  cora 
at  all.    The  miller  would  not  buy  a  graia 
of  it  while  they  could  be  supplied  with 
foreign  corn.    If  the  city  of  London  was 
to  be  fed  entirely  on  foreign  com,  it 
wonld  probably  bave  the  effect  of  making 
com  cheaper  for  a  few  years,  but  in  the 
end  it  would  entirely  put  down  the  agri- 
culture of  this  kingdom.    Some  corn  land 
might,  indeed,  be  laid  down  for  pasture^ 
but  a  great  part  of  it  would  soon  be  oc- 
cupied by  thistles  and  brambles.    Could 
it,  then,  be  a  matter  of  doubt  for  an  in* 
stant,  whether  we  .ought  to  encourage 
foreign  corn  in  preference  to  our  own? 
There  surely  could  be  no  idea  of  any  thing 
so  absurd.   Suppose^  for  any  reason,  good, 
bad,  or  indiflerent,  the  foreign    powera 
should,  at  a  future  period,  stop  the  expor* 
tation  of  corn,  what  would  become  of  us, 
if,  from  its  previous  inundation,  we  had 
suflfered  the  agriculture  of  our  owncoantry 
to  decline  ?    It  had  been  said,  that  thta 
country  would  cease  to  be  great,  without 
a  preponderance  in  commerce  and  manu* 
factures.    Those  who  thought  so,  shoold 
cast  their  eyes  back  upon  what  had  l^ely 
happened.    We  had  seen  a  great  country 
— great  without  either  ntnefactam  or 
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commerce,  which  had  conquered  nearly 
the  whole  of  Europe.     He  wonid  never 
admit  that  the  agricultore  of  our  country 
should  be  thrown  back— such  a  measure 
would  be  an  act  not  only  of  the  most  se- 
rious impolicy,  but  of  injustice ;  and  he  was 
persuaded,  that  if  the  matter  was  fairly 
stated,  the  poorest  man  in  the  country 
would  exclaim  '  No !'  to  such  a  proposi- 
tion.   Wilh  regard  to  the  price,  there  was 
a  difference  of  opinion,  as  to  whether  it 
should  be  72i  TGs.  or  805.  He  was  at  first 
rather  for  the  low  price ;  but  a  low  price 
bad  always,  in  his  mind,  been  coupled 
with  the  notion  of  a  graduated  scale  of 
prices,  and  he  had  thought  that  if  16s. 
were  laken  as  the  first  price  for  opening 
the   ports,   ihen  it  might  be  carried  up 
to  80ff.,  or  till  the  price  at  which  corn 
might  be  imported  free ;    but  when  it 
was  resoWed   to   fix  a  price,  without  a 
acale  of  adrance,  then  he  was  for  SOi. 
For  as  the  aTeragea  were  admitted  to  be 
incorrect,  and  as  they  did  not  gite  a  fair 
ad?antage  to  the  farmer,  he  had  a  right  to 
expect  the  higher  price  rather  than  the 
lower.    On  the  whole,  he  was  nerer  more 
convmced  of  any  thing  in  his  life  than 
that  this  measure  was  necessary  ;   and  he 
ifaooght  that  its  adoption  would  not  fail  to 
restore  that  confidence  which  was  now 
lost  amongst  our  agriculturists.    It  nerer 
could  raise  the  price  of  bread ;    but  its 
cfi^t  would  be  to  gite  us  a  supply  at 
home,  and  when  a  time  of  scarcity  might 
happen  we  should  be  able  to  get  a  supply 
from  abroad.    On  these  grounds  he  ihould 
Yote  for  the  reception  of  the  Report 

Mr.  Pkil^  said,  he  had  listened  with 
great  attention  to  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  who  hao  just  sat  down,  in 
the  supposition  that  he  would  ha? e  come 
lo  no  less  a  conclusion  than  that  the  secu- 
rity of  the  country  depended  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  measure  of  which  he  had 
proved  himself  so  strenuous  an  advocate. 
After  all,  however,  he  could  discover  no 
oiher  reason,  in  the  course  of  the  rieht 
lion,  gentleman's  Ions  speech,  for  keepmg 
up  the  high  price  of  corn,  than  that  the 
people  of  Rome  had,  by  being  clamorous 
lor  low  pricea,  thrown  themselves  into  the 
hands  of  demagogoeSi  and  had  eventually 
lost  their  liberty.  Tliis  was  certainly  a 
novel  argument  at  the  present  day,  but  it 
wu  not  one  which  was  likely  to  be  at- 
tended with  much  weight.  It  had  been 
aaid,  however,  that  some  regulations  were 
necessary.  He  would  ask  why  ?  By  an 
ratraordtaary  concurrence   a  monopoly 


had  been  given  to  the  home  growers^  in 
consequence  of  importations  not  taking 
place,  but  now  that  importations  did  take 
place ;  it  was  proposed  to  make  the  mono* 
poly  prices  permanent.  This  was  a  specie* 
of  legislation  which,  upon  cool  observa* 
tion,  he  apprehended  few  would  be  in* 
clined  to  support.  The  terror  which  had 
been  attempted  to  be  excited  respecting 
the  importations  from  France,  was  of  the 
most  groundless  description.  The  fact 
was,  that,  comparatively  speaking,  the  im* 
portatiuns  from  that  country  had  been 
little  or  nothing.  But  even  admitting  the 
full  force  of  this  argument,  he  would  ask 
in  what  manner  were  these  importations 
to  be  paid  for  ?— -In  money  ?  No :  in 
manufactures — in  an  exchange  of  equiva* 
lents  according  to  the  natural  course- of 
such  transactions.  Gentlemen  could  not 
be  so  ignorant  as  not  to  knpw  that  this 
country  could  not  be  an  importing,  with* 
out  also  being  an  exporting  country— «we 
could  not  be  an  exporting  country  without 
an  accumulation  of  wealth;  and  the  wealth 
so  obtained  he  considered  would  turn  out 
in  effect  to  be  the  best  security  which  the 
landholder  could  enioy. 

With  respect  to  Uxes,  upon  which  so 
much  had  been  said,  he  contended  that 
the  manufacturer  had  been  infinitely  more 
oppressed  in  this  way  than  the  agricol* 
turist.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  uken  off  the  income  tax,  it  wso  Uue ; 
but  he  had  imposed  new  taxes  upon  the 
manufacturers— -meuures  which  were 
hailed  by  the  House  with  general  applause. 
This,  however,  was  not  sufficient ;  for  at 
the  very  moment  these  oppressive  steps 
were  taking,  a  more  grievoua  and  destruc- 
tive burthen  was  contemplated,  by  pro- 
posing a  permanent  high  price  of  grain. 
The  difficulties  with  which  the  manufac- 
turers had  to  struggle,  were  sufficiently 
great  without  this  new  imposition ;  and 
if,  as  had  been  said,  this  class  ot  society 
constituted  one  half  of  the  population  of 
the  country,  he  would  ask,  why  their  in- 
terests should  not  be  protected  with  as 
much  anxiety  as  those  or  the  agricoltorisu? 
For  his  own  part,  he  was  of  opinion,  that 
upon  the  manuhctures  of  the  coonuy  de- 
pended its  prosperity  ;  and,  therefore,  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  adoption 
of  any  measure  calculated  to  diminish 
those  manufactures,  would,  in  the  end, 
prove  subversive  of  the  welfare  and  inde- 
pendence of  Great  Briuio.  Only  two 
days  back,  one  of  the  most  experienced 
cotton  spinners  in  this  country  called  upon 
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Uie  contrary,  clear,  that  w^hether  thai 
House  raised  the  import  price  of  corn  or 
not,  the  cotton  manafactares  of  France 
would  still  go  on,  secure  against  the  com- 
petition of  our  manufacturers. 
.  But  as  to  the  success  of  the  cotton  ma- 
nufactures of  France,  it  seemed  extraor- 
dinary, if  the  hon.  gentleman's  asser- 
tion were  correct,  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  should  ha\re  thought  our 
cotton  manufactures  still  able  to  bear  the 
proposed  additional  tax  upon  the  raw  ma- 
teriaL  Certainly,  if  the  assertion  of  the 
hon.  gentleman  were  well  founded,  the 
proposition  of  this  tax  would  appear  ab- 
surd. But  as  to  the  state  of  our  manufac- 
lures  generally,  it  was  quite  preposterous 
to  suppose,  that  a  cessation  of  the  mono- 
poly which  the  circumstances  of  the  war 
allowed  us  to  enjoy,  should  not  affect  our 
manufacturers,  without  any  reference  to 
the  price  of  corn.  As  to  the  recommen- 
dation of  an  hon.  member  (Mr.  Baring), 
that  the  land-owners  should  reduce  their 
rents,  he  submitted  that  an  acquiescence 
in  that  recommendation  would  not  pro- 
duce the  effect  upon  which  the  hon.  mem- 
ber calculated,  while  it  would  be  essen- 
tially unjust  to  the  land-owners,  and  ma- 
terially injur  ions  to  the  general  interest. 
For  even  if  the  land -owners  were  imme- 
diately to  comply  with  the  hon.  member's 
wish,  it  did  not  follow  that  a  declension  in 
the  price  of  the  styeral  articles  of  con- 
sumption would  be  the  consequence ;  that 
the  wages  of  labour  would  fall,  or  that 
the  state  of  our  currency  would  be  more 
rapidly  improved.  The  present  sttfte  of 
prices  then  continuing  the  same,  the  land- 
owner, with  a  rental  reduced,  for  instance, 
from  three  to  two  thousand  pounds  a  year, 
would  still  have  to  pay  the  same  sum  that 
was  at  present  demanded  for  every  article 
of  consumption*  And  how,  he  would  ask, 
was  this  to  be  done?  In  fact,  the  land- 
owner most,  in  such  an  event,  reduce  his 
expense,  and  this  reduction  would,  of 
course,  operate  to  prejudice  the  manufac- 
turer and  mechanic.  But,  independently 
of  this. consideration,  the  interest  upon  the 
public  debt,  amounting  to  about  forty 
millions,  must  still  be  paid  ;  and  were  the 
rental  of  the  land-owners  reduced  in  the 
proportion  advised  by  the  hon.  gentleman, 
those  land-owners  would  scarcely  be  able, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  pay  any 
thing  else  than  their  proportion  of  that 
interest.  Then,  as  to  day-labourers,  if 
they  were  to  be  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment, by  the  discouragement  of  agricul- 
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tore,  an  additional  burthen  would  be  im- 
posed upon  the  landed  interest ;  from 
which  burthen  the  manufacturers  would 
be  comparatively  free. 

He  would  not  say  that  the  better  landa 
would  not  be  still  cultivated,  but  the 
lighter  lands  most,  undoubtedly,  be  thrown 
out  of  cultivation,  were  the  measure  under 
consideration  rejected  ;  and  no  one  could 
contemplate  without  alarm,  the  idea  of 
having  the  country  thrown  back  to  the 
state  in  which  it  was  sixty  years  ago,  es* 
pecially  considering  our  increased  popo* 
lation.  In  viewing  the  merits  of  ihis 
question  he  had  always  Ireland  in  his  mind, 
as  might  be  naturally  supposed.  It  waa 
clear  that  the  agricultural  produce  of 
Great  Britain  would  not  be  able  tojkeep 
pace  with  our  increased  population ;  and 
where,  then,  should  we  look  to  supply  the 
deficiency  ?  Sorely,  not  to  France  or  to 
Belgium,  or  any  other  foreign  state,  while 
we  could  be  supplied  from  Ireland,  which 
formed  a  part  of  our  own  empire,  ai^d 
which  being  always  secure  to  us,  was  ca- 
pable of  furnishing  us  with  an  abundant 
supply.  As  to  France,  he  confessed  that 
be  did  not  feel  the  jealousy  which  some 
gentlemen  professed  respecting  a  supply 
n'om  that  Quarter ;  for  should  we  really 
stand  in  need  of  corn,  the  object  would 
naturally  be.  to  obtain  it  on  the  cheapest 
terms ;  and  if  France  could  afford  to  sup- 
ply us  on  those  terms,  he  should  rather 
have  it  from  thence  than  elsewhere— cer- 
tainly rather  than  from  North  America; 
But,  referring  to  those  who 'would  hav«  a 
free  import  of  provisions,  he  should  ask, 
why  not  also  allow  the  free  import  of 
sheep  and  oxen,  for  they  were  articles  of 
provision  as  well  as  corn?  and  if  the 
principles  of  those  gentlemen  were  good 
for  any  thing,  it  should  comprehend  the 
whole.  In  examining,  however,  the  prin- 
ciples of  free  trade,  which  thoAe  gentle- 
men maintained  in  opposition  to  all  the 
experience  and  established  policy  of  this 
country,  which  ever  consulted  the  means 
of  rendering  us  independent  of  foreiga 
supply,  with  a  view  to  our  national  safety 
and  internal  quiet,  his  mind  naturally 
turned  to  the  fate  of  Norway.  What,  he 
would  ask  those  gentlemen,  facilitated  ihe 
subjection  of  that  country  ?  What  ren« 
dered  it  impossible  for  that  people  to 
withstand  foreign  attack,  but  its  depen- 
dence on  other  nations  for  a  supply  of 
corn  ?  Here  an  important  lessiou  was  to  be 
learned,  which,  notwithstanding  the  supe- 
rior importance  of  this  great  nation  and 
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itf  Tftrioat  means  of  supply,  which  iniisi 
ever  save  it  from  a  similar  condition,  was 
enlitled  to  due  coosideraiion.    Again  he 
would  recommend  those  gentlemen  to  con- 
sider that  sQch  a  measure  as  that  before 
the  House,  which  by  no  memns  rendered 
certain  any  rise  in  the  price  of  bread,  was 
calculated  to  guard  the  country  against 
that  alarm,  which,  in  times  of  scarcity,  was 
so  apt  to  produce  an  artificial  enhance- 
ment of  this  necessary  article.    But  still 
more    those  gentlemen    should  bear  in 
mind,  that  in  consistency  with  their  prin- 
ciple  of  free  trade  they  should  not  only 
resist  the  proposition  for  raising  the  im* 
port  price  of  com  to  SOs-o^they  should  go 
still  farther,  and  more  the  repeal  of  the 
existing  law  for  fixing  the  import  price  at 
63s.    Thus  they  would  consult  their  wish 
for  a  complete  medom'of  trade  in  the  im- 
port and  export  of  com.— Another  point 
to  ^hich  he  thought  it  material  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House,  and  which  had  not 
been  sufficiently  touched  upon,  was  with 
respect  to  the  ute  of  those  employed  in 
agricultnral   labour.     If  agriculture  was 
refused  4he  necessary  encooragemefit,  a 
great  proportion  of  those  labourers  must 
be  thrown  out  of  emptoy ment ;  and  what, 
be  would  ask,  was  to  become  of  them  ? 
They  could  not  look  for  employment  in 
manufactures,  because  they  were  destitute 
of  the  necessary  skill,  and  also  because 
the  manufactories  were,  he  apprehended, 
a^lready  crowded  with  hands.    These  la- 
bourers,, then,  would  have  no  resource  but 
in  the  poor-rates,  by  which,  according  to 
what  he  conceived  the  impolicy  of  Eng- 
land, such  persons  must  be  maintained 
whether  they  worked  or  not.    Thus,  those 
labourers  would  have  to  be  supported  at 
the  expense  of  the  community  without 
yielding  any  degree  of  productive  labour 
in   return  ;   that    expense,  too,  bearing 
principally  upon  the  landed  interest.  This 
MCumbranQe,  combined  with  all  the  cir- 
cumstances which  he  had  already  stated, 
held  out  a  prospect  which  must  make  a 
due  impression  upon  that  House  and  upon 
the  country  at  large,  all  classes  of  which 
were,  in  fact,  equally  interested  in  the  suc- 
cess of  this  measure. 

Mr.  PhUipi,  in  explanation,  stated,  that 
in  having  said,  the  machinery  employed 
in  the  cotton  manufactories  of  France  was 
better  on  the  average  than  that  in  Eng- 
land, he  did  not  mean  that  that  machinery 
was  better  than  the  best  to  be  found  in 
this  country.  The  hon.  member  repeated 
bis  conviction,  that  this  measure  would 
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serre  to  raise  the  price  of  corn  above  its 
natural  level,  and  thus  to  lay  a  tax  upon 
the  manufacturers  and  all  other  classes  of 
the  community,  for  the  delusive  idea  of  a 
benefit  to  the  agricultural  interest. 

Mr.  Mairryaii  said,  that  no  gentleman 
was  more  disposed  to  give  encouragement 
to  agriculture  than  himself,  in  order  to 
make  the  people  of  this  country  indepen- 
dent of  foreigners  for  a  supply  of  com. 
He,  however,  could  not  go  the  length  of 
supporting    the    resolutions.     The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  said  (as  others  had 
done),  that  this  measure  would  have  the 
efiect  of  tuaking  corn  cheap.    Before  this 
could  be  mMe  out,  it  must  be  shewn  that 
8Qff.  wu  not  more  than  63s,    The  conse- 
quence of  raising  the  protecting  price, 
woold  be  to  increase  the  regular  price  of 
grain*    Though  they  had  been  repeatedly 
told,  the  English  agriculturist  could  not 
compete  with  the  French  corn-grower,  on 
account  of  the  weight  of  taxation  sustained 
by  the  former,  the  gentlemen  who  had 
stated  thiS|  had  not  thought  fit  to  tell  them 
the  aqfiount  of  the  taxes  paid  by  the  latter. 
They  ought  to  know  that  one  tax  paid  by 
the  French  farmer,  the  eontrilmiion/ontiercf 
was,  in  amount,  more  than  all  those  which 
fell  on  the  English  agriculturist.    The  ad- 
ditional centime  lately  laid  on,  made  it 
amount  to  one-fourth  of  the  produce  of 
the  land,  so  that,  in  point  of  fact,  tha 
French  farmer  was  in  the  same  situation 
as  if  a  land-ux  of  20f.  in  the  pound  had 
been  laid  upon  him ;  and  yet  they  were 
told  the  English  farmer  could  not  com- 
pete with  them.    In  this  statement  he  waa 
supported  by  Mr.  Malthos,  who  had  takets 
the  produce  of  this  tax  at  a  third  of  that 
of  the  land.    In  last  July  the  French  mi- 
nister of  finance,  in  a  statement  which  be 
put  forth,  in  which  ha  very  feelingly  com*, 
plained  that   42  departments  had  been 
taken  from  France,  and  that  but  S(^  re- 
mained to  her,  had  sUted  that  the  produce 
of  the  comrUnuitmfandirt  on  these  depart* 
menu  amounted  to  no  less  than  276,000,000 
of  livres,  about  thirteen  or  fourteen  mil- 
lion sterling.     An  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Whitbread),  in  noticing  what  had  fallea 
from  him  on  a  former  evening,  had  said, 
in  reference  to  what  he  had  advanced,  that 
he  should  like  to  know  the  profits  of  his 
commercial  concerns  in  the  year.   He  waa 
surprised  to  hear  this  from  that  quarter, 
as  that  hon.  gentleman  had  so  recently- 
declaimed  in  that  House  against  the  power 
given  to  the  property-tax  commissioners 
as  inquisitorial  and  outrageous.    He  had 
(SZ) 
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glren  it  many  hard  Dames ;  kmt  it  seemed^ 
horn  the  speech  to  which  he  hed  referred^ 
that  be  was  of  opinion  that  power,  which 
•ught  never  to  have  been  given  to  the 
commiasionera  of  the  property-tax*  misht 
with  safety  be  lodged  elsewhere.    For  his 
own  part,  he  bnelieved  that  if  the  profits 
of  the  hon.  gentleman's  brewery  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year  cooM  be  disclosed 
without  impropriety,  the  public  would  be 
satisfied,  that  however  anxious  the  hon. 
member  had  been  for  their  interests,  he 
had  not  been  quite  negligent  of  hia  own. 
He  wished  to  remind  the  House,  that  not 
many  years  had  elapsed  since  the  French 
revolutionary  policy  was   fcnrmed    upon 
principles  similar  to  some  of  those  by 
which  ihe  present  measure  was  defended, 
and  that  the  efiects  of  that  policy  had 
been  to  drive  manufacturers  out  of  France, 
and  iir  a  short  time  so  to  injure  the  landed 
proprietors  themselves  as  to  reduce  the 
value  of  land  from  25  and  SO  to  5  and 
6  years  purchase.    He  admitted  that  some 
protection  was  necessary,  and  that  a  cer- 
tain boundary  was  to  be  established :  but 
be  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  pro- 
posed measure  overleaped  that  boundary. 
Mr.  Dwna  Giddy  spoke  ui  favour  of  the 
Resolutions.     The  only  alternative  they 
'had  to  eonstder  wag,  whether  the  country 
should  depend  upon    foreign  supply,  or 
raise  its  own ;  ana  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
preferring  the  latter*     He   declared  his 
belief  to  be,  not  that  the  effect  of  the  mea* 
sure  before  the  House  would  be  to  render 
com  cheaper  than  at  present,  but  to  pre- 
vent its  eves  becoming  inordinately  dear. 
If  any  unpopularity  attended  an  opinion 
of  this  kind«  he  was  ready  to  meet  it 

Mr.  Baring  rose,  in  consequence  of  the 
observations  of  which  he  had  been  the 
subject.  For  himself,  and  the  gentlemen 
who  took  the  same  view  of  the  question 
.  which  he  did,  he  disclaimed  any  anxiety 
for  popularity,  which  must  be  short-lived, 
rf  the  measures  ihey  recommended  should 
prove  injurious  to  the  country.  In  most 
instances  he  was  satisfied  the  interests  of 
the  nation  were  best  confided  to  its  great 
land-holders,  but  when  they  came  to  dis- 
qora  a  question  so  immediately  afFeC^tng 
Iheir  own  personal  interesu  as  the  state 
of  rents,  ana  the  value  of  the  produce  of 
land,  il  was  fit  they  should  be  cautioned 
against  tsiking  a  narrower  ?iew,  from  the 
bias  they  must  necessarily  have,  than  they 
Were  accustomed  to  take,  of  the  tendency 
and.efiect  of  measures  submitted  to  their 
O0Qsideration^   During  the  whole  of  thb 


StttU  qfihe  Cam  ham.  [107d 

long  discussion,  he  had  heard  nothing  ta 
favour  of  the  Report  now  at  the  bar :  he 
had  heard  nothing  to  satisfy  him  that  80 
shillings  ought  to  be  the  protectinE  price. 
He  had  heard  the  agriculturists  cned  up, 
and  the  manufacturers  spoken  of  as  the 
scum  of  the  earth — [murmurs,  and  loud 
cries  of  **  No,  no,'^}'^but  nothing  had  been 
said  to  justify  the  proposed  importation 
price,  and  he  found  it  opposed  in  every 
part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  up 
stairs.      He  had  ofl^red    his  sentiments 
before ;  but  there  was  something  so  absurd 
in  goipg  in  direct  opposition  to  the  report 
of  that  committee  without  one  word  being 
said,  which  he  coald  consider  as  a  justifi- 
cation of  thmr  taking  such  a  course,  that 
though  he  would  not  again  go  through  the 
evidence,  he  could  not  but  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  that  which  bad  been 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 
The  witnesses  were   agreed,  that  some 
protection  to  the  agricultural  interests  waa 
necessary.    It  was  generally  asserted  by 
them,  that  with  the  present  charges,  pre* 
sent  rents,  and  present  taxes,  80s.  would 
he  necessary.    Four  or  five  of  the  persons 
examined  had  named  a  lower  price.    Mr, 
Maxwell  had  said  75s.  would  be  n.  high 
limiting  price— ^if  that  could  be  got,  the 
farmer  could  have  no  cause  for  complaint. 
Mr.  Crabtree  had  named  75s.,  Mr.  Mann 
72ff.,  Mr.  Giles  76s.,  or  from  that  to  80s. 
Mr.  Webb,  when  asked    if  the  farmer 
could  afford  to  grow  corn  at  the  present 
prices  if  his  expenses  continued  the  same  } 
answered :  "  Yon  ask  me  that  which  it 
would    be    absurd  to  assume-^f  bread 
falls  in  price,  other  tbinos  must  fail  with 
It.''— -He  had  heard  nothing  ^  reconcile 
him' to  the  protecting  price  of  80s.;  and 
unless  be  did  hear  some  satisfactory  argu- 
ment for  it,  he  should  in  the  first  instance 
vote  against  the  report  being  brought  op 
from  the  bar.    He  controverted  the  state- 
ment which  they  had  heard,   that  the 
farmer's  rent  was  of  no  importance  to  the 
price  of  grain ;  and  proceeded  to  show  that 
the  effect  of  the  measure  now  submitted  to 
them,  if  it  received  the  sanction  of  parlia- 
ment, must  be  to  bring  a  quantity  of  bad 
land  iqto  cuiti ration,  which  could  not  be 
made  fit  to  raise  corn  upon,  but  at  a  great 
expense  \    In  replying  to  the  argument 
used  with  respect  to  rents,  he  stated  that 
it  was  true  when  rents  were  low,  there 
was  no  stimulus  for  farmers  to  exert  them* 
selves  in  the  growth  of  com,  and  that  high 
rents  rendered  exertion  necessary.    Mt 
the  stimulua  was  found  in  the  low  price  of 
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Ibeir  produce,  which  compelled  them  lo 
increase  iu  qoaality.  If  it  were  trae«  as 
had  been  asserted  by  an  bon«  gentleman, 
that  our  manofacturers  were  beaten  out  of 
the  market  by  foreign  coao  petition  when 
wheat  was  at  65#.  per  qoarter,  what  would 
Ihey  be  when  it  should  come  to  ttOf.  ?  It 
was  by  the  manufacturers,  directly  and 
indirectly,  that «  very  considerable  part  of 
the  taxation  wu  paid ;  to  touch  the  ma- 
nulkctyring  interest,  therefore,  was  to 
deteriorate  the  finances  of  the  country. 
There  was  another  and  a  powerful  argu- 
ment which  ought  to  operate  against  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  measure.  If  the 
House  preferred  an  artificiml  to  an  inartifi- 
cial state  of  currency,  they  would  agree  to 
the  Resolutions; .  but  they  mi^t  be 
assured  that  if  they  kepi  up  the  price  of 
com,  ihey  would  nev«r  return  to  a  money 
circulation.  He  still  maintained,  notwith- 
standing what  had  been  said  by  an  hon. 
gentleman  on  that  subject,  thait  the  high 
price  of  bread  was  in  fact  a  bounty  given 
to  the  grower  by  the  consumer.  The 
hon.  member  concluded,  amidst  consider- 
able marks  of  impatience  for  the  i)oestioa 
on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Fiiugirald  said,  that  it  wu  not 
alone  because  be  felt  most  earnestly  on 
this  subject  that  he  desired  to  offer  him- 
self to  the  House,  but  because^  exhausted 
am  the  Houw  might  be,  and  exhausted  as 
the  subject  too  was,  he  yet  could  not  sufier 
the  language  of  the  hon.  gentleman  to 
pass  without  animadversion.  The  hon. 
Ifentleman  had  said,  that  he  questioned 
not  the  motives  of  others,  yet  the  whole 
of  his  speech  was  made  up  of  the  most 
namanly  insinuations.  He  would  not 
condescend  to  repel  them.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  stated  his  argument  as  appK- 
cable  to  oar  manufactures,  and  he  had  in- 
atanced  that  of  ootion;  and  the  whole 
.question  of  their  competition  in  foreign 
jaarkets  with  the  manufacture  of  France^ 
for  instaacoi  was  a  question  of  price.  He 
•faould  have  told  the  House  that  it  was  a 
question  of  prohibition.  Your  cotton 
jnanufactures  were  prohibited  in  France 
without  reference  to  any  thing  but  their 
being  British.  They  were  prohibited  in 
France,  in  Austria,  and  in  other  states. 
The  hon.  gentleman  wiH  assert,  perhaps, 
that  they  may  still  find  their  way  into 
foreign  markeu  where  they  will  haye  to 
eneet  the  maaofaotuse  of  France ;  but  he 
^could  inform  the  hon.  gentleman  that  they 
did  not  only  find  their  way  into  these 
narket^  but  at  this  itty  moment  large 


quantities  had  been  carried  into  France; 
certainly  not  under  circumsunces  which 
could  add  either  to  the  facility  or  the 
cheapness  of  their  entry  there— since  the 
prohibition  remained  in  force,  and  they 
could  not  expect  it  to  be  abandoned  by 
the  French.  He  doubted  not  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  was  not  unapprised  of 
the  circumstances  he  alluded  to.  He 
would  assure  him  of  the  fact ;  and  it  was 
sufficient  to  prove,  that  it  was  not  a  ques- 
tion of  mere  price.  The  hon.  gentleman 
had  smiled  at  his  mention  of  Spain.  But 
the  House  would  recollect,  that  in  that 
was  included  the  supply  of  the  South 
American  provinces,  which  were  yet  de- 
pendent on  the  Spanish  monarchy.  The 
monopoly  of  cotton  was  secured  to  tha 
Philippine  Company;  and  though  soma 
relaxation  in  other  parts  of  the  commer- 
cial policy  of  Spain  had  been  given,  or 
hoped  for,  siill  in  this  article  of  cotton 
the  system  was  rigidly  acted  on,  and 
avowed  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  cotton  manufactures  of  Catalonia* 
Bat  the  first  fact  he  alluded  to  would  be 
sufficient.  He  could  not  haye  appre- 
hended the  rivalry  of  these  states.  He 
too,  as  well  as^n  hon.  gentleman  who  had 
preceded  him,  confided  in  the  skill,  in  the 
mdustry^  in  the  capital  above  all,  em- 
ployed in  British  manufactures— in  the 
internal  advantages  of  our  coitntry,  our 
cheapness  of  fuel,  the  advantages  of  our 
inland  navigation,  and  more  lAan  tbese^ 
in  the  spirit  of  enterpriae  which  had 
created  for  us  these  markets,  and  which 
he  trusted  would  he  beneficially  em* 
ployed.  Still  the  hon.  gentleman  says^ 
that  if  we  perpetuate  the  artificial  system 
of  the  country,  there  is  an  end  to  our  hope 
of  a  returning  circulation  iu  specie.  Why 
Sir,  said  the  right  hon*  geutlemaui  the 
direct  contrary  as  far  as  the  effect  of 
these  resolutions,  will  be  the  result  which 
we  have  a  right  to  look  for.  When,  did 
our  foreign  exchanges  become  most  ad- 
vene ?  When  we  were  compelled  to  send 
out  our  gold  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
supply  of  foreign  sustenance.  Much  of 
it  was  merely  owing  to  that;  all  of  it  in 
the  year  J  801  might  be  ascribed  to  that 
cause ;  and  it  u  not  a  little  remarkable^ 
that  it  has  begun  to  droop  as  the  foreign 
corn  has  begun  to  come  in  in  the  last  foor 
or  eight  months,  and  aa  you  have  ceased 
to  look  to  these  countries  for  your  support. 
But  the  hon.  gentleman  continues  to  aa- 
sert,  that  we  have  fixed  a  price  which  can 
never  be  below  80s*    He  must  remind 
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him,  that  the  qaestion  of  80«.  was  not  that 
now  before  the  Hoase ;  the  question  was, 
whether  it  was  right  that  any  thing  should 
be  done;  whether  the  Report  should  be 
broQghtup?  It  was  now  a  general  ques- 
tion ; '  and  when  we  arriTed  at  the  parti- 
cular resolution,  it  would  be  the  right  time 
to  discuss  the  particular  provision  of  price. 
But  did  the  hon.  gentleman  mean  to  say, 
that  it  had  not  been  already  well  argued 
on  that  ground?  Why,  Sir,  the  debate 
on  a  whole  preceding  night  was  on  no- 
thing else.  The  House  had  patiently 
heard  the  hon.  gentleman  and  himself 
more  than  once  to  that  very  poiilt.  If  he 
bad  been  to  be  convinced,  the  speech  of 
the  member  for  Essex  would  have  con- 
\  vinced  him.  The  hon.  gentleman  chose 
to  insinuate,  nay  it  was  no  insinuation,  for 
he  had  directly  charged  us  with  imposing 
a  monopoly  price  on  corn,  with  6xing  a 
rate  which  never  could  be  less  than  the 
protecting  price ;  and  this,  too,  says  the 
hon.  gentleman,  imposed  on  the  poor  for 
the  benefit  of  the  landholder.  Inteply, 
we  may  remind  hiip  also,  thai  in  Ireland, 
now  an  exporting  country,  a  country  of 
which  the  population,  although  agricul- 
^  toral,  has  increased  in  an  unexampled  de- 
'  gree — in  Ireland,  which  thirty  years  ago 
received  her  food  from  you,  when  the 
proteciing  price  was  about  38<.  the  barrel, 
a  price  correspondent  with  that  of  63«. , 
per  quarter,  the  average  price  has  been 
for  the  last  six  weelcs  26s.,  that  is,  at  the 
rate  of  20s.  and  more  below  63i.  per 
quarter,  your  protecting  price.  And,  as  if 
to  refute  the  hon.  gentleman  even  when 
he  allowed  it,  the  price  since  the  ports 
have  been  entirely  shot,  although  he  will 
admit  beyond  our  protecting' price,  the 
fall  has  already  been  3  or  4i.  a  quarter. 
I  shall  abstain.  Sir,  from  arguing  this  as 
an  Irish  question.  It  is  unnecessary  so 
to  argue  it ;  it  would  be  ungrateful  to  do 
to.  Not  a  man  has  spoken  who  has  not 
recognized  our  right  to  protection ;  and  I 
bail  Ihe  liberality  which  hat,  I  may  say, 
pervaded  the  House  of  Commons  *^ since 
these  discussions  have  begun,  as  holding 
out  a  prospect  of  much  more  than  these 
regulations  can  give,  of  a  recognized 
commonity  of  rights,  as  a  pledge  of  the 
sincere  wi^  of  the  representatives  of 
Great  Britam  and  Ireland,  for  the  con- 
current prosperity  of  both.  I  will  not 
recur,  said  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  to 
the  periods  of  national  Jealousy,  I  look 
forward  to  the  days  of  prosperity  which 
\        are  yet  to  come.    I  regard  tbii  measure 
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as  one  which  gives  the  best  pled^fe  of  i% 
as  one  which  shews  that  you  forget  not 
that  country  which  has  contributed  to  the 
support  of  the  empire,  to  its  defence,  and 
to  its  glory.  I  will  not  delay  the  House 
from  coming  to  the  decision  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  deprecates — nor  have  I 
myself  ever  given  a  vote  with  a  more 
entire  conviction  that  I  give  it  in  the  right. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood  said,  he  did  not  ex* 
pect  to  have  heard  it  stated,  as  it  was  by 
an  hon.  member,  that  no  arguments  had 
been  used  in  favour  of  bringing  up  the 
report.  The  most  powerful  of  all  argu- 
ments 'was,  the  majority  of  209  to  65  in 
favour  of  the  resolutions.  ^  He  denied  that 
he  was  partial  or  interested  on  this  ques* 
tion;  for  he  had  not  a  rood  of  land  in 
Britain,  and  only  a  very  moderate  oro- 
perty  in  Ireland.  The  opponents  or  the 
measure  did  not  seem  to  understand  the 
interests  of  the  country.  Gentlemen 
should  read  their  books  before  they  came 
there  to  speak ;  that  used  to  be  the  custom 
in  former  days,  but  he  was  sorry  to  see 
that  the  manners  of  modern  times  differed 
very  much  from  those  of  their  predeces- 
sors. He  could  -not  read  books  now,  hot 
he  could  read  letters ;  and  that  very  day 
he  had  received  seven  from  Ireland,  de- 
claring that  such  was  their  distressing 
situation,  that  unless  speedily  relieved 
they  must  stop  the  plough  and  the  barrow. 
For  his  own  part,  he  sincerely  hoped  the 
proposed  measure  would  be  adopted ;  and 
that  neither  Great  Britain  nor  Ireland 
would  prefer  foreign  aid  to  domestic 
eupply.  Before  he  sat  down  he  moat 
complain  of  a  misrepresentation  in  some 
of  the  prints,  in  consequence  of  a  mis- 
statement by  an  hon.  gentleman,  resulting 
from  a  misapprehension.  The  hon.  gen» 
tleman  had  chosen  to  make  him  guilty  of 
a  gross  bull.  [The  hon.  baronet  pro- 
nounced the  last  word  with  an  emphasis 
which  excited  universal  laughter  in  the 
House.]  The  hon.  gentleman  had  con« 
verted  the  bollocks  which  he  (sir  F.  Flood) 
had  talked  of  as  harnessed  to  a  plough  in 
Ireland  into  bolls,  and  the  misapprehen« 
sion  and  mis-statement  and  misrepresenta* 
tion  had  been  copied  into  msny  of  the 
country  papers. 

Mr.  Whubftad  professed  his  regret  at 
having  turned  the  hon.  baronet's  bullocka 
into  bulls ;  but  as  he  had  seen  a  boll  draw« 
ing  the  plough  in  England,  he  supposed 
that  there  might  sometimes  be  six  bulla 
so  employed  on  the  heavy  lands  in  Ire* 
land.    With  respect  to  bii  bftfing  ^-'  ^ 
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»n  hoD.  member  (Mr.  Marry«u)  to  expose 
<  the  state  of  bis  commercial  profits,  he  had 
only  done  it  in  order  to  shew  him  the  ah- 
surdity  of  his  own  argument.  He.  had 
merely  told  him,  that  if  he  called  on  the 
land-owners  to  giye  an  account  of  their 
rents,  they  had  an  equal  right  to  ask  from 
him  an  account  of  his  profits.  As  to 
what  had  been  said,  that  he  would  be 
found  to*  have  pretty  well  taken  care  of 
bis  own  interests,  he  belieted,  from  what 
be  knew  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  this 
conduct  on  his  part  would  only  give  the 
hon.  gentleman  a  higher  opinion  of  his 
sense.  The  grave  soreness,  or  sore  gra- 
TiCy,  with  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
commented  on  his  expression,  showed, 
however,  that  in  that  part  of  his  speech, 
at  least,  he  bad  not  failed. 

Mr.  Courtenay  followed  in  farour  of  the 
resolutions,  on  the  principle  of  general 
«tiUty ;  but  declared,  that  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  as  general  satisfaction  as  po^ 
sible,  he  would  have  no  objection  to  lower 
the  average  to  76«. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkins  asked,  whether 
the  House,  from  their  experience  of  for- 
mer measures,  could  say  that  the  impor- 
tation price  had  no  effect  on  the  price  in 
the  market  ?  He  should  be  ashamed  of  his 
4>wn  judgment  if  he  could  allow  himself 
to  be  impressed  with  such  an  idea.  With- 
out ascertaining  the  proper  node  of  taking 
the  averages,  they  were  proceeding  to  fix 
the  limit  at  which  importation  ought  to 
be  allowed. 

Sir  Gtorge  Warrendtr  sAid,  if  the  whole 
lands  of  England  were  let  without  rent, 
it  would  make  no  alteration  whatever  in 
ih»  price  of  corn.  The  price  was  regu- 
lated by  the  demand  and  not  by  the  rent. 
He  supported  the  resolutions,  and  hoped 
that  80f.  would  be  found  the  maximum  in- 
stead of  the  iRMtBitMi  of  the  price  of  corn. 

Lord  Latodkt  said,  he  had  objected  to 
•  measure  similar  to  the  present  last  year. 
From  the  necessity  of  the  case,  ht',  how- 
ever, now  felt  no  disinclination  to  grant 
relief  to  agriculture.  He  was  deeply 
i^onnected  both  with  the  agricaltural  and 
the  manufactoring  interest,  and  stated 
that  he  was  not  aware  that  any  chanxe 
had  taken  place  in  the  sentiments  of  the 
manufacturers  on  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion* The  nature  of  these  was  already 
aufficiently  known,  and  be  was  sorry  to 
differ  from  them.  His  object  wu,  not  to 
support  the  system  of  high  rents,  but,  to 
use  a  technical  phrase,  to  leave  things  to 
le^  downward.    Hit  present  ?ote  was 


J  directed  by  the  firm  persauion  that  in 
taking  the  line  he  was  now  following,  he 
would  best  serve  the  interests  of  the  com^* 
munity  at  large. 

General  Gaacojfne  declared  his  intention 
to  divide  the  House  on  the  question  of 
bringing  op  the  Report.  If  supported  by 
a  majority,  he  should  then  move  that  the 
Resolutions  be  recommitted,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting  72  instead  of  80ff. 

Sir  Tkamoi  Adand  supported  the  Reso-^ 
lotions,  add  thought,  that  an  alteration  of 
the  law,  as  it  now  stood,  would  be  for  the 
general  good  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Ho§e  wished  to  remind  the  hon* 
general,  that  in  votiog  for  the  bringing 
up  the  Report,  he  did  not  pledge  himself 
to  the  latter  aom. 

The  question  was  then  loudly  called  for« 
and  the  House  divided : 

For  bringing  up  the  Report...  235 

Against  it 38 

Majority    ., •••..  — — J97 

On  the  question.  That  the  Report  be 
now  read, 

Mr.  Baring  complained  that  the  measure 
should  be  pushed  a  step  farther  at  that 
late  hour  ofihk  night. 

Mr.  RoUmoh  stated,  that  not  merely  the 
principle,  but  the  precise  sum  of  which 
the  protection  price  should  be  fixed,  had 
t>een  already  amply  diKossed  ;  he,  there* 
fore,  saw  no  undue  piecipiution  in  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  Caicrqft  said  it  would  be  hard  to  go 
into  a  fresh  discussion  at  that  time  of 
night,  when  it  wu  impossible  to  expect 
auention  on  the  part  of  the  Honse.  It 
would  be  his  busineu  to  wade  through 
three  very  long  Reports,  and  he  was  afraid 
the  House  would  not  have  patience  to 
listen  to  him.  [Cries  of  Go  on.]  The  matter 
did  not  press  in  such  a  degree  as  to  induce 
them  to  go  on  at  that  late  hour*  The  porta 
were  now  closed.  No  gentlemen,  sorely, 
would  wish  to  hurry  the  measure  through 
with  such  precipitetion  u  te  give  a  foun- 
dation for  any  class  of  society  to  say  that 
they  h^  been  taken  by  surprise* 

Mr.  Baring  no  sooner  got  up,  than  loud 
and  repeated  cries  of '  Spoke,  spoke !  Chair, 
chair !'  burst  from  every  part  of  the  House. 
After  a  few  words  from  the  Speaker,  the 
hon.  gentleman  said,  that  it  was  only  ne* 
cessary  to  observe  the  impatience  of  the 
House,  to  be  convinced  of  the  propriety 
of  adjourning  the  question.  When  he  saw 
gentlemen  toning  down  after  midnight, 
resolved  to  attend  to  nothing,  and  with 
nothing  in  their  mind  but  their  vote>  he 
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fcit  himself  boond  to  move  the  qtwstion 
of  adjoiirmnetit. 

Mr.  Homer  row  to  second  his  hon. 
friend's  mottoni  both  on  account  of  the 
IsiteneBs  of  the  honr,  and  because  lie  per- 
ceived symptoms  of  impatience  in  the 
advocates  for  Che  measure,  which  could 
not  fail  to  firevent  any  thing  like  a  patient 
bearing. 

Mr.  Martyaii  trusted  that  the  House 
trouM  consent  loan  adjournment.  Several 
returns  of  the  average  price  of  the  quartern 
loaf  moved  for  some  nights  since  by  an 
hon.  alderman,  and  other  papers  ordered 
4hat  very  evening,  had  not  yet  been  pro- 
duced ;  and  without  being  in  possession  of 
she  information  which  they  contained,  it 
would  be  unfair  to  proceed  any  further 
with  the  Resolutions. 

Mr.  Huakis8on  was  astonished  that  it 
should  be  supposed  it  was  intended  to 
press  this  measure  through  the  House  with 
undue  precipitation.  It  was  now  ten  days 
aince  the  Resolutions  had  been  proposed. 
For  the  greatest  part  of  that  time  they  had 
been  attentively  debated,  and  now  the 
^question  merely  was,  whether  the  Report 
should  be  taken  into  C9nsideration.  'Ilie 
House  bad  sat  late  some  nights  since  on 
the  Resolution  which  fixed  the  protecting 
price  at  80i.  On  its  opponents  stating 
that  new  matter  had  been  introduced,  the 
debate  had  been  sdjoumed  till  Thursday, 
and,  after  a  discussion  of  twelve  hours, 
that  resolution  had  been  confirmed  *  by  a 
division.  Yet  the  hon.  gentleman  now 
wished  to  take  a  third,  and  a  lo«g  view  of 
the  subject.  He  was  anxious  to  hear 
what  new  matter  he  had  to  produce,  and 
therefore  did  not  wish  that  view  shooM  be 
postponed.  He  could  not  suppose  there 
was  any  intention  to  create  a  ckimonr  out 
of  doors,  in  order  to  exercise  an  undne  in- 
fluence in  the  House.  He  trusted  the 
character  of  parliament  would  not  be 
compromised  by  tricks  and  shuffling,  and 
hoped  that  the  hon.  gentleman,  en  consi- 
dering the  subject  more  maturely,  wosM 
consent  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cakrqft  complained  of  having  been 

.  charged  with  a  wish  to  create  a  clamour 

out  of  doors.    Insinuations  to  that  effect 

bad  been  thrown  out,  which  he  regretted 

bad  not  been  withheld. 

Mr.  HuikUion  did  not  know  whether  he 
was  correct  in  calling  to  order^-what  he 
had  stated  was,  that  he  hoped  the  House 
would  consider  that  out  of  doors  there  were 
many  opportunities,  and  many  persons 
feady  to  take  advantage  of  thtm,  to  create 
an  undue  influeace.  ; 
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Mr.  Cakraft  thought  that  this  explana- 
tion only  confirmed  the  charge  of  which 
he  complained.  It  was  not  a  direct  onej» 
but  an  insinuation  that  improper  motives 
had  existed. 

The  call  for  the  question  then  became 
so  loud,  that  strangers  were  ordered  Us 
withdraw,  and  a  division  took  place. 

For  the  adjournment    ••••..••.    M 

Against  it '  212 

Majority    —-'170 

The  question  "  That  the  Report  be  now 
read,"  was  then  put ;  upon  which  iho 
House  again  divided : 

Yeas 193 

Noes 99 

Majority    ..••••... —.164 

The  question  of  adjournment  being 
again  moved  by  Mr.  Baring,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Horner,  was  agreed  to  witbont  a 
division,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  foliowmg  gentlemen  voted  in  tha 
minority  on  the  above  divisions : 

Ida  <if  the  Minority, 

Abercrombie,  J.  Marryatt,  Joseph 

Atkins,  John  Onslow,  Serjeant 

Allan,  A.  Palmer,  Cofonel 

Barclay,  Charles  Philips,  Georee 

Baring,  Alexander  Portman,  £.  B. 

Bdlland,  Mr.  Protheroe,  Edward 

Buller,  J.  Ramsbottom,  J. 

Butterworth,  J.  Shaw,  Benjamin 

Calvert,  Charles  Shaw,  Sir  James 

Davis,  R.  H.  Smith,  Samuel 

Dundas,  Hon.  L.  Smith,  John 
Estcourt,  T.  G.           '  Smith,  Robert 

Fremantle,  W.  H.  Whitbread,  Samuel 
Hammer^ey,  H.  «,„,  ,  ,^. 

Harvey,  Charles  lBLL»a. 

Homer,  Fraods  Gascoyne,  I. 

Dibbodc,  J.  W.  Langlon,  W.  Gore. 
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Scotch  Trial  by  Jvav  Bill.]  The 
order  of  the  day,  upon  which  their  lord- 
ships were  summoned,  being  road#  the 
Hoose  resolved  into  a  committee  on  the 
above  BtIL 

Earl  Siaikope  deprecated  the  idea  of 
their  lordships  considering  the  eneaanre 
before  the  committee,  as  having  the  ^ 
vourable  opinion  of  the  people  of  Scot- 
land, without  proof  that  it  was  so*  An 
attempt  to  induce  the  mombeia  of  the 
House  to  vote  contrary  to  their  own  opi- 
nions, was  lihe  putting  chains  about  their 
necks.  They  could  not  put  one  aboni  his 
neck,  nor,  he  hoped,  on  that  of  the  noble 
and  karoed  loid's  opposilo.    The  lawyers 
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of  Edinburgh  certataly  diSsred  in  Ibtir 
opioions  about  (be  Bill,  and  in  many  other 
parts  of  that  country  they  were  hostile  to 
it.  In  illustration  of  this,  his  lordship  re* 
ferred  to  some  communications  he  had  re- 
ceifed  from  Glasgow  and  other  places, 
and  heiezpressed  his  hope  that  their  lord- 
ships would  follow  their  own  excellent 
opinions  with  respect  to  the  Bill|  and  not 
be  dictated  to  by  others. 

The  first  Enacting  clause  being  under 
consideration,  the  Lord  Chancellor  moFed 
as  an  amendment,  that  the  words  '  in 
matters  of  fact,'  be  left  out.  After  a  short 
expression  of  concurrence  from  lord  Gren- 
▼ille,  earl  Stanhope  rose,  and  as  a  friend 
to  the  trial  by  jury,  generally  begged 
leave  to  thank  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
for  his  amendment. 

A  long  conversation  relative  to  the  Bill 
took  place.  Lord  Grenville  objected  to 
the  extent  of  discretion  allowed  to  the 
court,  and  moved  to  insert  words  to  the 
effect,  that  cases  of  personal  injorv  and 
verbal  wrongs  siiould  imperatively  be 
carried  before  a  jury.  The  I/>rd  Chan- 
cellor, after  entering  into  some  detail  as  to 
the  practice  of  Courts  of  Equity,  requested 
the  noble  lord  to  withdraw  bis  amend- 
ment, and  propose  it  in  the  shape  of  a 
substantive  clause.  To  this  lord  Gren« 
Tille  agreed.  A  variety  of  amendments 
were  made  in  the  Bill,  on  the  motion  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  between  whom  and 
lord  Ellenboroogh  a  discussion  took  place 
respecting  the  mode  of  sending  cases  to  a 
jury,  which  ended  in  the  latter  declining 
to  propose  any  amendments.  The  Lord 
Chancellor  and  lord  Redesdale  urged  the 
propriety  of  confining  the  measure  to  its 
present  limited  state,  as  most  acceptable, 
nnder  present  circumstances,  in  Scotland. 

The  Lord  Chanctttor^  when  he  came  to 
the  clause  in  the  Bill  which  relates  to  the 
jury  delivering  their  verdict,  stated  tt 
to  be  absolutely  necessary  that  there 
should  be  a  provision  to  have  it  declared 
whether  the  Jury  should  act  by  a  plu- 
rality of  voices,  or  whether  they  should 
be  unanimous  in  their  verdict.  He  said, 
that  he  entertained  a  clear  opinion  on 
that  subject,  but  it  would  be  better  dis- 
cussed on  the  Report;  and  in  order  that 
that  diKunion  might  take  place  with  the 

S[reater  advantage,  he  should  move  to  in- 
ert the  words  which  were  used  in  the 
Act  of  queen  Atine,  establishing  trial  by 
jury  in  1707,  viz.  t^— "  that  in  all  verdicts 
to  be  given  by  the  jury,  the  whole  num- 
ber of  twelve  must  agree." 


The  Marquis  of  Lamdaime  returned 
thanks  to  the  noble  and  learned  lord  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  conducted 
himself  throughout,  and  for  the  attention 
he  had  shewn,  and  particularly  for  ihe 
amendment  he  had  last  proposed ;  without 
which,  he  could  not  have  given  hi^  assent 
to  the  proposed  measure  ;  as  from  all  he 
had  ever  heard  or  could  learn  upon  the 
subject,  the  unanimity  of  the  jury  was 
the  fomdation  and  essence  of  the  institu- 
tion. That  trial  by  jury  formed  the  most 
excellent  part  of  the  judicial  institutions 
of  this  country,  and  unanimity  the  best 
part  of  that  incomparable  institution;  and 
he  hoped  the  noble  and  learned  lord  would 
not  allow  the  House  to  separate  without 
declaring  his  opinion. 

The  Lord  OumceUar  said,  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  decline  delivering  his  opinion,* 
which  was  fixed  and  clear,  from  long 
practice,  experience,  and  observation ;  and 
that  he  was  roost  decidedly  convinced  that 
the  principle  of  the  Jury  agreeing  in  their 
verdict  was  essential  to  that  mode  of  ad- 
ministering justice ;  so  much  so,  that  he 
doubted  whether  any  beneficial  efTecia 
could  result  from  the  Bill  unless  this  prin- 
ciple was  adopted. 

The  Earl  of  LuuderdaU  strongly,  ex-* 
pt^ssed  his  opinion  in  favour  of  unanimity, 
and  stated,  that  since  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment enabling  juries  to  give  their  verdict 
verbally,  when  they  were  unanimous  in 
criminal  cases,  no  instance  had  occurred 
at  Glasgow  of  a  verdict  having  been  givea 
in  writings  such  progress  had  already  been 
made  towards  unanimity. 

Viscount  MeiviUe  stated,  that  be  had 
thought  very  anxiously  upon  the  subject, 
with  a  desire  to  form  a  correct  judgment, 
in  order  that  this  important  institution 
might  be  introduced  into  Scotland  in  its 
best  and  most  perfect  form :  that  at  times 
he  had  doubted,  but  after  repeated  con- 
sideration, after  viewing  the  effects  of  it  in 
this  country,  and  being  convinced  that  the 
people  of  Scotland  would  see  the  import- 
ance of  having  jury  trial  given  to  them  in 
the  sitape  in  which  it  had  been  attended 
with  so  much  benefit  to  the  administration 
of  justice  in  this  country,  be  had  com- 
pletely made  up  his  mind  to  adopt  the 
words  proposed  by  the  noble  and  learned 
lord.  It  was  not  new  in  Scotland,  having 
been  used  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  for 
more  than  a  century. 

The  Duke  of  itfon/roie  concurred  entirely 
in  the  amendment  of  the  Lord  Chauoellur, 
and  observed,  that  he  might  have  had 
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tion,  had  it  not  been  that  the  measure  was 

to  Trained  as  to  be  purely  experimental. 

He  was  satisfied,  that  in  the  great  towns 

of  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  where  it  would 

be  first  tried,  and  would  be  best  under- 

atood,  there  would   be    no  difficulty  in 

carrying  trial  by  Jury  into  execution,  in 

this  formi  which  in  this  country  had  been 

attended  with  so  much  adfantage  in  ci? il 

cases,  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  rest  of  the 

country  would  readily  adopt  it. 

The  Earl  of  Rotsfyn  entirely  concurred 
in  the  opinion  of  the  other  noble  lord»y 
and  rejoiced  to  find  that  there  was  not  a 
single  person  in  that  House,  either  con- 
nected  with  Scotland  or  of  experience  in 
the  law  of  England,  who  had  any  doubt 
upon  this  subject.    He  paid  many  com- 

gliments  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  lord 
lelf  ille,  and  was  satisfied  their  opinions 
would  hate  great  weight  in  Scotland.  He 
observed,  that  requiring  unanimity  created 
that  disposition  of  mind  which  tended  to 
produce  an  agreement  by  the  attention  it 
compelled  the  jury  to  pay  to  the  case ;  and 
he  had  no  doubt  of  its  being  well  eicecuted 
in  that  form  in  Scotland. 

Lord  Erddne  could  not  let  the  measure 
pass  in  silence.  There  was  no  native  of 
Scotland  who  had  bad  so  much  experience 
of  trial  by  jury  as  himself,  and  he  was 
convinced  that  the  unanimity  of  the  jury 
was  of  the  very  essence  of  the  institution. 
He  could  not  but  congratulate  the  House 
on  the  strong  expression  of  their  opinion 
cm  this  material  part  of  the  Bill,  and  he 
thanked  the  noble  and  learned  lord  for 
having'brought  it  forward. 

Lord  Redesdaie  went  at  considerable 
length  into  the  principles  which  ought  to 
govern  in  the  constitution  of  Juries,  draw* 
ing  his  conclusion  clearly  and  forcibly  in 
favour  of  unanimity,  stating  how  impor* 
tant  it  was  that  the  Amend/nent  should 
be  adopted,  as  the  Jury  would  by  this 
means  be  led  to  that  deference  to  reason 
and  that  due  and  serious  consideration  of 
their  subject  which  could  not  be  obtained, 
where  the  matter  was  decided  by  a  plu- 
rality of  voices,  because,  in  that  case»  the 
solution  of  every  question  of  difficulty 
was  by  immediately  proceeding  to  a 
vote. 

The  question  wu  then  put,  and  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor was  carried  nan.  dii.  The  Bill  then 
went  through  the  committee,  and  was  or- 
dered to  be  reported  on  Friday. 


T\ieMday,  February  26. 

Knights  of  the  Bath.]  Mr.  Gordon 
wished  to  ask  the  right  bon.  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  whether  he  con« 
ceived  it  probable  that  he  would  be 
ch^ged  by  the  Prince  Regent  with  any 
communication  to  that  House,  upon  the 
subject  of  the  newly  created  Order  of  the 
Bath.  A  modification,  it  was  understood, 
had  taken  place  in  the  fee -expense  of 
this  knighthood.  Was  the  public  or  the 
government  to  pay  any,  and  what  part  of 
this  charge  ? 

The  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  he  was  not  charged  with  any  commu- 
nication from  the  Prince  Regent  upon  this 
subject,  and  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
foresee  whether  he  should  or  not.  He 
was  not  aware  that  the  House  or  the  public 
had  incurred  any  pecuniary  expenses. 

Mr.  Gordon  then  gave  notice,  that  he 
would  bring  the  subject  before  the  House 
on  that  day  se'nnight. 

Motion  ok  continuing  tvs  Militia 
Embodied  in  time  of  Peace.]  Sir 
Samuel  RomiUjf  ilid  not  think  it  necessary 
to  apologize  to  the  House  for  again  bring- 
ing under  its  consideration  a  subject  of 
such  great  importance.  It  did  not,  how- 
ever, stand  in  the  situation  in  which  it 
stood  on  his  former  motion.*  The  defini- 
tive treaty  of  peace  with  France  had  at 
that  period  been  but  recently  signed,  and 
the  negociations  at  Ghent  were  still  pro- 
ceeding with  little  hope  of  their  speedy 
termination.  Those  negociations  haa 
since,  however,  been  happily  brought  to  a 
close;  and  although  the  treaty  had  not 
yet  received  the  ratification  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  there  was  uo 
great  danger  that  by  a  refusal  on  tis  part 
the  warwith  America  would  be  prolonged. 
It  was  true,  that  several  of  the  militia  regi- 
ments had  been  some  time  since.disbanded  ; 
but  the  circumstance  that  a  part  remained 
embodied  nine  months  after  the  treaty 
which  secured  the  peace  of  Europe,  aod 
when  no  symptom  of  rebellion  or  insurrec- 
tion existed  in  the  country,  afiorded  ample 
ground  for  parliamentary  notice.  The 
militia  ser?ice  exacted  the  most  severe 
sacrifice  from  the  lower  orders  of  the 
people.  To  the  opulent  it  was  simply  a 
tax ;  but  to  the  lower  orders  it  waa  a  com- 
pulsory personal  service,  under  circuai- 
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stances  of  peculiar  hardship,  of  separation 
from  their  homes  aad  families,  of  aban- 
donment of  their  civil  occupations,  of  de- 
privation of  civil  privileges,  and  of  sub- 
jection to  military  law.  It  should,  there- 
lore,  only  be  required  when  the  exigen- 
cies of  th6  moment  demanded  it ;  when 
the  state  was  in  immediate  danger,  when 
a  foreign  force  had  lafided  or  threatened  to 
land,  or  when  an  insurrection  or  rebellion 
had  actual  ly  taken  place ;  for  the  mere  ap- 
prehension of  one  was  not  a  sufficient  cause 
for  embodying  the  militia.  The  constitu- 
tion required  that  the  exercise  of  the  royal 
prerogative  of  embodying  the  militia 
should  be  accompanied  by  a  declaration  of 
Uie  circumstances  which  demanded  it; 
that  those  circumstances  should  be  stated 
to  parliament,  if  sitting ;  and,  if  not  silting, 
thai  they  should  be  summoned  for  the 
purpose  of  having  them  stated  to  them. 
Feeling  as  he  did  on  this  subject,  he  con- 
isidered  it  as  his  public  duty  to  a9sert  that 
the  regiments  which  remained  embodied 
were  so  contrary  to  law,  and  that  those 
which  had  been  disbanded  were  illegally 
detained  for  some  time  previous  to  their 
having  been  bo  disbanded.  To  be  aware 
of  this,  did  not  require  great  legal  know- 
ledge :  it  demanded  only  a  knowledge  of 
the  principles  of  the  constitution;  and 
every  county  member  was  as  competent  to 
determine  upon  it  as  were  the  crown  law,** 
vers.  He  most  once  more  protest  against 
Its  being  inferred,  as  the  consequence  of 
his  doctrine*  that  the  persons  who  were 
inrolled  in  the  militia  regiments  could  quit 
those  regiments.  They  had  no  right  what- 
ever  to  do  so.  They  were  inrolled  to 
eontinoe  "  as  long  as  the  militia  should 
remain  embodied."  The  legislature  had 
never  contemplated  such  a  dangerous  pro- 
ceeding as  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  the 
snilitia  themselves  the  power  of  judging  on 
this  subject.  He  begged,  therefore,  utterly 
to  disclaim  all  those  alarming  doctrines 
which  had  been  imputed  to  him. 

Without  going  into  the  history  of  the 
militia  from  the  earliest  times,  he  would 
merely  state  that  the  King  never  had 
power  to  call  for  the  personal  services  of 
his  subjects  except  in  cases  of  actual 
invasion  and  rebellion.  The  Act  of  £dw. 
5,  declared,  that  no  man  should  be  com- 
pelled tb  go  out  of  his  county,  unless  when 
oecessity  required,  and  in  case  of  strangers 
invading  the  country.  The  preamble  of 
the  Act  of  the  4'2d  of  the  present  King, 
chapter  90,  stated,  that  it  was  of  import- 
mice  to  the  internal  defence  of  the  realm« 
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that  the  militia  should  be  embodied ;  and 
the  1 1 1th  section  enacted,  that  in  all  cases 
of  actualjnvasion,  or  in  danger  thereof,  or 
in  case  of  insurrection  or  rebellion,  it 
should  be  lawful  for  his  Majesty  to  draw 
out  and  embody  the  militia.  There  was 
no  declaration  of  the  time  when  the  militia 
should  be  disembodied ;  but  the  legisla- 
ture had  thought  proper  to  impose  restraints 
on  .the  prerogative  of  the  Crown.  It  had 
been  said,  that  the  King,  having  once  called 
out  this  force,  might  afterwards  keep  it 
embodied  during  his  pleasure ;  and  the 
only  answer  which  ministers  gave  was, 
that  they  were  responsible  for  their  advice. 
He  maintained,  however,  that  every  law 
ought  to  be  interpreted,  not  according  to 
the  strict  letter,  but  agreeably  to  its  true 
intent  and  meaning.  When  all  the  causes 
of  calling  out  the  militia  ceased,  there  was 
no  ground  for  keeping  it  embodied.  The 
Crown,  no  doubt,  had  great  discretion  in 
judging  when  those  causes  ceased  ;  but  if 
it  were  clear  to  every  man,  that  every 
cause  had  ceased,  there  was  no  longer  any 
ground  for  the  exercise  of  such  discretion* 
If  ministers  would  say,  that  there  was  any 
danger  of  invasion,  or  that  there  existed 
any  rebellion  or  insurrection  in  the  coun* 
try,  they  would  then  be  justified  in  keep- 
ing this  national  force  embodied ;  but  they 
could  not  pretend  that  any  of  those  cases 
existed;  for  there  was  not  the  smallest 
danger  of  invasion,  and  there  had  been 
scarcely  a  period  in  his  Majesty's  reign  iit 
which  the  country  was  more  tranquil  thaii 
at  the  present  moment.  He  repeated, 
therefore,  that  it  was  not  only  a  rule  of 
law,  but  also  a  maxim  of  common  sense, 
that  '  cessante  caosd  cessat  effisctus.' 

It  had  been  urged,  however,  that  there 
was  a  construction  of  this  law  by  usage ; 
and  that  while  a  war  continued,  the  pro- 
bability of  invasion  was  to  be  inferred. 
But  this  construction  could  not  be  main* 
tained ;  for  he  defied  his  Majesty's  advisers 
to  produce  an  instance  where  the  militia 
had  been  kept  embodied,  except  in  time 
of  actual  war,  and  when  the  enemy  three* 
tened  to  invade  our  coasts.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  the  last  war,  the  ministers  of 
that  day  did  not  keep  the  militia  embo- 
died. And  yet,  what  were  the  circom* 
stances  under  which  that  peace  was  made  f 
Did  any  man  acquainted  with  the  situation 
of  the  country  think  that  it  was  likely  to 
be  of  long  duration  r  Could  it  be  forgotten, 
that  the  man  who  was  then  at  the  head  of 
the  French  government,  under  the  modest 
title  of  First  Consul,,  had  made  alliances 
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of  advocates  for  the  Crown.    He  was  well 
aware  that  these  opinions  came  with  more 


with  difiereni  powers,  and  cherished  the 
most  inveterate  hatred  towards  this  coun- 
try i  And  yet,  with  the  knowledge  of  all 
these  circumstances,  within  a  fortnight 
after  the  news  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  having  been  signed  had  reached 
this  country,  the  Secretary  of  War  consi- 
dered it  expedient  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
augment  the  militia.  The  noble  lord,  in 
whose  department  this  matter  now  rested, 
(lord  Sidmouth)  was  then  at  the  head  of 
the  administration;  but  neither  he,  nor 
those  who  acted  with  him,  dared  to  give 
such  interpretation  to  the  law  as  they  now 
thought  proper  to  advance*  At  present 
-  they  entertamed  a  difTercfUt  opinion ;  and 
perhaps  they  thought  that  the  exultation 
which  the  last  peace  had  produced,  would 
be  a  good  opportunity  for  imposing  addi- 
tional burthens  on  the  people,  and  calling 
on  them  to  make  fresh  sacritices.  He  did 
not  know  whether  they  entertained  such 
notions ;  but  this  he  would  say,  that  till  the 
present  period  his  Majesty's  ministers  had* 
never  ventured  to  give  such  construction 
to  the  law.  He  had  seen  the  Opinion  of 
the  Crown  Lawyers.*  which  was  avowed 
by  ministers,  and  said  to  speak  their  lan- 
guage. He  must  beg. leave,  however,  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  sub- 
j.ect  of  publishing  the  law  of  the  land  by 
the  opinion  of  the  law  officers.  This,  he 
contended,  was  quite  a  new  practice  ;  and 
he  would  add,  that  the  opinions  of  his 
Majesty's  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General 
were  not  entitled  to  any  more  authority 
than  those  of  any  other  two  barristers  who 
had  not  the  same  advantage  of  the  royal 
favour.  The  opinions  of  such  persons 
would^  indeed,  be  entitled  to  more  consi- 
deration, because  they  would  not  be  given 
under  any  bias.  But  it  appeared,  that  the 
opinions  of  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor 
General  were  to  be  taken  as  declaratory 
of  the  law,  and  that  the  colonels  of  regi- 
ments were  to  read  them  at  the  head  of 
their  men,  in  order  to  remove  all  doubts 
vpon  the  subject.  But  what  would  the 
House  think  of  this  matter  ?  He  would 
refer  to  the  case  of  raising  ship-money 
under  the  reign  of  Charles  1.  Did  they 
suppose,  that  if  the  opinion  of  sir  John 
Finch,  who  was  then  attorney  •general, 
had  been  taken  on  that  measure,  that  it 
would  have  been  satisfactory  to  the  nation? 
It  was  extremely  improper,  that  the  law 
should  be  received,  not  from  the  judges, 
but  from  those  who  were  to  act  the  part 
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weight  to  the  country,  since  they  were 
the  opinions  not  of  the  Attorney  and  Soli- 
citor General  only,  but  also  of  the  chief 
justice  of  Chester,  [hear,  hear  1 J  who  might 
have  to  decide  on  this  very  law  in  his 
judicial  character.  It  was  therefore  the 
opinion  of  ajpdge,  given'  at  the  instance 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers.  But  bow  had 
those  ministers  acted  ?^  They  had  first 
taken  their  measures,  and  then  asked  for 
advice ;  they  had  kepi  the  militia  embo* 
died,  and  then  inquired  whether  they 
were  impeachable  for  what  they  had  done* 
Could  any  man  suppose  that  they  would 
not  take  great  pains  to  procure  an  opinioa 
favourable  to  themselves  ?  With  respect 
to  the  opinion  of  the  chief  justice  of 
Chester,  be  would  repeat,  that  it  ought 
not  to  have  been  given;  since  a  judge 
ought  not  to  give  an  opinion  till  he  had 
heard  ihe  whole  matter  in  dispute,  and 
attended  to  the  arguments  of  the  contend* 
ing  parties. 

But  the  circular  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  the  colonels  of  militia  said,  that 
some  doubts  having  been  ezpreued  as  to 
the  legality  of  keeping  the  militia  embo- 
died, the  question  had  been  referred  to  the 
Attorney  ai\d  Solicitor  General/ and  the 
law  being  thus  ascertained,  the  colonels 
were  to  read  it  at  the  head  of  their  regi* 
ments,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the 
minds  of  their  men.  The  two  first  lines 
of  that  answer  were,  however,  not  a  little 
remarkable.  "  We  have  had  the  honour/' 
said  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General, 
*'  to  receive  your  lordship's  letter  of  yes* 
terday's  date.''  Now  he  thought,  that  it 
would  have  been  proper  to  take  more  time 
than  twenty-four  hours  to  look  into  the 
old  law  upon  the  subject,  and  to  ascertain 
the  estent  of  the  prerogative  qf  the  Crown. 
The  question  which  ministers  had  asked 
was,  whether  it  was  imperative  on  the 
Crown,  under  any  circumstances,  to  disem* 
body  the  militia :  and  the  opinion  said» 
there  was  nothing  imperative  in  the  Act ; 
that  there  was  a  discretion  in  bis  Majesty's 
ministers,  subject  to  responsibility,  if  they 
advised  the  Crown  to  continue  the  militia 
embodied  improperly,  when  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  did  not  make  it 
expedient.  We  had  often  heard  of  neces* 
sity  being  urged  in  defence  of  an  illegal 
measure :  but  that  was  the  tyrant's  plea ; 
and  therefore,  instead  of  necessity,  we  had 
here  the  word  expediency ;  so  that  as 
long  as  nuaisters  should  think  it  expedient 
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to  detain  men  from  their  families,  and 
subject  them  to  -all  the  seterities  of  martial 
law,  there  was  no  remedy  but  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  advisers  of  the  Crown.  But, 
was  this  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  people  ? 
In  what  time,  in  what  country,  under  what 
arbitrary  gorernment,  were  not  ministers 
responsible?  Was  it  because  ministers 
were  said  to  be  responsible,  that  the 
militia  were  to  be  kepi  out,  when  they 
onght  to  be  disembodied?  Should  the 
security  of  our  liberties  depend  on  what 
ministers  might  deem  expedient?  Our 
ancestors,  whose  wisdom  had  been  the 
theme  of  such  frequent  panegyrics  in  that 
House,  had  thought  proper  to  impose 
restraints  on  the  prerogatire  of  the  Crown ; 
but  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General 
said,  that  as  long  as  any  part  of  the  militia 
remained  embodied,  ministers  might  call 
out  again  such  part  u  had  been  dis- 
charged :  for  it  was  also  laid  down  in  the 
opinion  in  question,  that  whereas  by  sect. 
I4i,  of  the  Act  of  the  42nd,  it  was  de- 
clared lawful  to  disembody  any  part  or 
portion  of  the  militia,  a{|er  being  embo- 
died, and  from  time  to  time  to  draw  out 
again  such  part  or  portion  so  disembodied, 
they  were  of  opinion  tbat  if  the  external 
relations  and  internal  situation  of  the 
country  were  such  as  to  call  for  and  jus* 
tify  a  reduction  of  any  part  or  portion  of 
^  tlie  militia,  it  was  in  the  power  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty's ministers,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
discretion  rested  in  them,  to  suspend  any 
order  issued  for  such  reduction  or  disem- 
bodying, but  not  carried  into  execution ; 
and  further,  as  long  as  any  regiment  con- 
tinued to  be  embodied,  under  this  section, 
to  call  out  again  all  the  rest  of  the  milttta 
actually  disembodied.  According  to  this 
opinion  his  Majesty's  ministers  might,  at 
nny  time  when  they  deemed  it  expedient, 
call  out  again  the  whole  of  the  militia  now 
disembodied.  The  House  ought  to  reflect 
on  the  use  which  might  be  made  of  this 
doctrine  in  after-times.  One  stretch  of 
authority  led  to  another.  By  this  stretch 
of  power  in  the  present  case  they  were 
aecuring  a  similar  privilege  to  his  Majesty's 
ministers  in  all  time  to  come.  By  keeping 
one  regiment  on  foot  they  might  at  any 
time  call  out  the  whole  of  the  militia, 
without  any  impediment  from  those  safe- 
gaards  which  the  legislature  had  thought 
proper  to  devise. 

The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  tbcn 
went  into  an  examination  of  the  doctrine 
maintained,  that  because  by  the  Local 
Militia  Act  the  local  nuUtia  ^onld  not  be 


kept  embodied  six  weeks  after  the  enemy 
being  repelled,  6r  the  suppression  of  an 
insurrection,  the  Crown  waa  not  caMed  on 
to  disembody  the  militia,  as  there  was  no 
similar  specification  in  the  Act  of  the 
42nd,  Would  any  man  say  that  an  act  of 
pafl lament  which  underwent  no  discussion 
at  the  time  it  passed  the  House,  could  be 
understood  to  throw  any  light  on  the  in* 
tention  of  parliament  when  they  passed 
the  Militia  Act?  No  inference  whatever 
could  be  drawn  from  this.  The  single 
question  after  all  was  this — ^whether,  the 
causes  for  calling  out  the  militia  having 
ceased,  the  power  of  keeping  them  em« 
bodied  ougot  not  to  cease  also?  This 
doctrine  of  the  Crown  could  hot  but  be 
attended  with  the  most  fatal  effect  The 
tendency  of  most  of  the  measures  of  late 
years  adopted  with  regard  to  the  militia, 
was  to  leave  every  thing  burthensome,  and 
to  take  away  every  thing  beneficial  ia 
that '  service.  They  made  the  service 
such  that  every  day  men  of  landed  pro« 
perty  were  more  and  more  disinclined  to 
enter  it.  He  would  ask  whether  more 
effectual  means  could  be  taken  for  pre- 
venting a  man  from  accepting  a  commis* 
sion  in  the  militia  when  the  country  waa 
in  danger,  than  the  idea  that  his  services 
were  to  be  continued  as  long  as  ministers 
shoukl  think  fit,  on  the  pretext  that  a  ba* 
lance  of  power  was  not  yet  adjusted  ?  But 
the  greatest  hardship  was,  in  his  opinion^ 
that  suffered  by  the  privates,  who  not 
having  the  means  of  procuring  substitutes, 
were  compelled  to.  serve  in  person,  and 
subjected  to  the  cruel  severity  of  the  mi- 
litary  law  against  their  wills.  He  could 
not  help  adverting  to  the  expreuiona 
made  use  of  by  an  hon.  baronet  not  now 
present  fsir  Francis  Burdett),  by  which 
he  qualined  the  military  law.  Such,  ho 
had  said,  were  the  severities  of  the  milt* 
tary  law,  and  such  the  liability  to  be  con* 
pelted  to  serve  in  the  militia,  that  every 
man  in  this  country  might  be  said  to  be 
subjected  to  the  lasli.  He  did  not  alto* 
gether  approve  of  the  expression  made 
use  of;  but  he  could  not  avoid  thinking 
it  extremely  hard  that  these  men  should 
be  called  out  to  defend  their  wives  and 
children  and  their  country,  and  be  kept 
embodied  so  long  as  his  Majesty's  Minis- 
ters should  deem  expedient;  or  so  long 
as  one  independent  nation  should  be  trans- 
ferred to  another  onhypocritical  pretenceSp 
or  so  long  ui  we  should  think  proper  to 
keep  up  a  military  force  on  the  continent* 
The  hon.  gentlemaB  concluded  by  movingi 
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**  That  nme  rooDibf  having  now  elapsed 
•ince  Ihe  definitiTe  treaty  of  peace  with 
France  was  signed ;  and  this  country  hav* 
ing  during  the  whole  of  that  pieriod  been 
at  peace,  not  with  France  only,  but,  with 
every  power  in  Europe;  and  no  .cause 
whatever  having  existed,  or  now  existing, 
for  apprehending  invasion  by  a  foreign 
enemy,  or  any  insurrection  or  rebellion 
within  the  realm;  it  is  contrary  to  the 
spirit  and  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
Act  of  42  Geo.  S,  c.  90,  to  continue  any 
part  of  the  militia  force  of  this  country 
still  embodied/' 

Mr.  Bathurst  complimented  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  on  having  very 
fairly  stated  his  own  opinion  upon  the 
subject ;  but  he  said  it  appeared  to  him 
that  he  had  only  taken  a  partial  view  of 
the  matter,  and  had  omitted  to  notice  one 
part,  which  he  had,  perhaps,  not  thought 
necessary  to  tbe  question.  He  had  not 
alluded  to  our  exact  situation  with  respect 
to  America,  as  we  were  actually  at  war 
with  that  power  when  be  made  his  former 
remarks ;  and  he  must  know  that. we  were 
carrying  on  the  war  at  this  moment,,  and 
must  continue  to  do^so  until  peace  was 
completely  attained.  With  respect  to  our 
foreign  relations,  it  had  been  thought  ne- 
cessary to  keep  up  large  military  forces, 
till  every  thing  was  settled  on  the  conti- 
nent ;  and  thus  our  situation,  so  far  from 
being  different  from  what  it  was  when  tbe 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  brought  the 
subject  forward  before  Christmas,  was  in 
iiact  exactly  tbe  same*  The  propriety  of 
keeping  our  forces  on  the  continent  was  a 
topic  on  which  other  considerations  are 
existing.  He  therefore  thought  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  varied 
the  point,  because  on  the  former  occasion 
lie  drew  a  distinction  between  the  spirit 
and  the  legality  of  the  Act ;  but  at  pre- 
sent his  remarks  could  not  be  considered 
as  a  fair  construction  of  it.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  admitted,  that  in 
tjie  words  of  the  Act,  there  was  no  limi- 
tation to  be  found  as  to  time,  and  he  had 
correctly  described  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  militia  niight  legally  be 
callnl  out;  but  he  (Mr.  Bathurst)  con- 
tended, if  it  had  been  designed  that  the 
militia  should  hot  he  kept  embodied  after 
the  cause  which  originally  called  them 
out  had  ceased,  that  the  same  caution 
would  have  been  observed  in  providing 
for  their  being  disbanded,  as  was  thought 
necessary  when  describing  the  circum- 
ftances  under  which  they  were  to  be  em- 


bodied. The  militia  had  been  kept  op 
under  existing  circumstances  on  the  re- 
sponsibility of  min*  ^ers.  The  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  had  worked  himself  up 
to  say,  while  speaking  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  ministers,  that  tbe  ministers  of 
every  country  were  responsible.  Did  the 
bon.  and  learned  gentleman  really  mean 
to  assert  this?  If  he  did,  be  could  wish  to 
know  what  be  meant  by  responsibility. 
If  he  meant  that  they  were  responsible  to 
the  despot  whom  they  served,  be  would 
admit  the  fact ;  but  be  would  deny  that 
they  were  responsible  to  the  people. 
The  measure  of  keeping  up  the  militia 
did  not,  in  this  instance,  rest  wholly  on 
the  responsibility  of  ministers,  as  it  had 
the  approbation  of  parliament  who,  six 
months  after  the  peace  was  concluded, 
had  sanctioned  their  remaining  embodied* 
by  voting  the  sums  wanted  for  their  pay, 
cfotbing,  &c.  That  House  had  negatived 
the  motion  brought  forward  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman  before  Christmas, 
and  immediately  after  had  voted  the  con* 
tinuance  of  the  militia  for  two  months 
longer.  Under  these  circumstances,  he 
contended  that  this  measure  was  not  one 
which  rested  on  the  mere  responsibility  of 
ministers,  but  on  the  admitted  necessity 
of  the  case.  With  the  view  tbe  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  took  of  the  subject, 
why,  instead  of  bringing  forward  abstract 
questions,  did  he  not  move  the  House  to 
address  the  Crown  to  recall  the  army  now 
abroad,  or  to  withhold  the  supplies  de« 
manded  to  pay  and  maintain  them  f  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  seemed 
disposed  to  assume  that  the  country  could 
only  he  in  danger  of  invasion  from  a 
neighbouring  country.  Would  it  be 
maintained  that  means  were  not  to  be 
taken  to  guard  against  such  an  event,  not 
only  when  we  were  at  war  with  France, 
but  also  when  we  were  at  war  with  Spain, 
with  Russia,  with  Denmark,  or  with  any 
other  country  r  But  the  militia  had  not 
been  called  out  merely  when  invasion 
was  actually  expected.  At  the  time  lord 
North  called  out  the  militia,  he  had  suted 
invasion  to  be  a  mere  bugbear.  Tbe 
principle  had  been  admitted,  that  the 
militia  were  to  be  kept  embodied  to  en- 
able the  government  to  send  out  the 
regular  army,  when  this  became  ne« 
cessary  for  the  security  of  the  country. 
The  propriety  of  using  the  militia  in  this 
manner  must  be  acknowledged  ;  for  ought 
a  nation  like  this  to  keep  her  armies  in  a 
state  of  inactivity!  tiU  «n  ambitioiis  nio» 
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.fiarcby  ber  eneiDy»  having  conqoered 
Juloscow  or  Vi^nDa*  should  be  enahied  to 
turn  mil  his  forces  to  her  subjogaiion  ?  If 
it  was  legal  to  use  the  militia*  that  the 
regular  force  night  be  sent  on  foreign 
sertice,  it  most  be  seen,  that  miniatersy 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  ihe 
coumry«  were  justified  in  not  diHembody- 
iug  it.  Though  peace  was  aigoed»  we 
were  not  yet  in  a  state  of  peace  with 
.America,  and  m  considerable  British  force 
was  at  present  necessarily  employed  on 
•the  continent  of  Europe.  This  situation 
of  things  made  it  expedient  to  keep  the 
militia  embodied  after  the  war  was  con- 
sidered to  be  terminated ;  and  in  doing 
.this,  ministers  had  met  with  the  concur- 
.rence  of  parliament.  He  defended  the 
conduct  of  ;niniaters  in  continuing  to  keep 
up  some  particular  regiments  of  militia 
which  had  been  ordered  t»  be  disem- 
bodied. Thisy  at  the  time*  was  found 
expedient ;  and  did  the  kon.  and  learned 
gentleman  mean  to  say  it  was  the  duty  of 
ministers  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  judges 
on  the  subject •  before  they  decided  on 
such  a  measure  ?  With  the  opinion  of  one 
of  his  learned  friends  (the  Attorney«gene- 
ral)  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
quarrelled  on  account  of  his  being  a 
judge*  This  was  a  little  remarkable»  after 
he  bad  expressed  a  wish  that  the  opinion 
of  the  judges  should  be  given  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  militia  once  called  out,  he 
again  contended,  might  legally  be  kept 
embodied  by  ministers  so  long  as  the  si* 
tuation  of  the  country  made  such  a  mea- 
sure expedient.  The  argument  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  when  speak- 
ing of  the  peace  with  America,  if  he  were 
disposed  to  take  it  up,  would  go  to  justify 
ministers  in  keeping  up  the  militia  in  time 
of  peace,  lest  America,  or  France,  or  some 
other  power  should  not  be  faithful  to  its 
engagements.  When  the  militia  was  dis- 
. banded  after  the  peace  of  Amiens,  things 
•were  on  quite  a  diiferent  footing  from  what 
•they  had  been  in  since  the  treaty  of  Paris. 
The  peace,  at  the  time  that  measure  was 
resorted  to,  had  been  definitively  con- 
cluded. Since  the  last  peace  was  signed, 
•great  questions  had  still  been  pending; 
•part  of  oar  regular  army  was  employed 
on  the  contiaent,'and  to  supply  their  place 
•it  had  been  necessary  to  keep  up  the 
militia.  When  this  subject  was  last 
brought  before  the  House,  it  had  been 
truly  slated,  that  more  regiments  of  mi- 
litia would  be  disembodied  as  soon  as  tbfs 
coald  be  aafdydone.    This  promise  had 


been  observed,  and  the  remainder  would 
be  disbanded  as  soon  as  that  conclusion 
had  been  put  to  the  pending  negociations 
which  they  had  every  reason  to  hope  and 
believe  would  shortly  take  place.  He 
admitted  the  cause  of  the  militia  having 
been  called  out,  but  he  maintained  thai 
circumstances  had  justified  its  beihg  kepi 
up.  The'  principle  on  which  minister 
had  acted  in  this  in  «tance,  bad  been  re- 
cognised by  parliament  in  the  distinction 
made  between  the  old  militia  and  the 
local  militia,  in  determining  with  respsd 
to  the  latter,  after  what  period  it  lihouKl 
be  disembodied.  The  regular  militia  bad 
always  been  intended  to  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  ministers  on  their  responsi- 
bility, subject  to  the  control  of  parlia- 
ment. He  denied  that  thi»  force  so  kepi 
op  with  the  consent  of  parliament  was  al 
all  to  be  compared  to  a  standing  army« 
and  repelled  the  assertions  made  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  as  4o  the 
injury  which  the  militia  itself  must  sustaio 
from  the  course  pursued  by  ministers  oa 
this  occasion.  As  to  the  evils  complained 
of  with  respect  to  the  personal  feelings  of 
the  individuals  in  the  militia,  who  were 
kept  from  their  homes,  compulsorily  made 
to  serve,  and  subjected  lo  the  lash,  (to  use 

the  words  of  an  hon.  ^aronei) (.Sir  S. 

Romilly  said  he  had  not  used  such  words.] 
—Mr.  Bathurst  said,  he  had  uttered  them 
as  the  words  of  an  hon.  baronet.  This 
was  the  picture  drawn  of  persons  sub- 
jected to  military  discipline.  In  the  mi- 
litia, however,  it  would  be  found,  that  net 
more  than  one  in  ten  served  for  himself; 
the  rest  were  substitutes  serving  from 
choice.  He  did  not  mean  to  undervalue 
the  sacrifices  made  by  these  persons,  but 
asserted  them  to  be  necessary  for  the 
general  good  of  the  country.  They  mighl 
think  their  case  hard  when  they  saw  other 
corps  disembodied;  but  this  wu  but  a 
comparative,  and  not  an  absolute  hardship. 
They  might  think  it  unlucky  that  their 
regiments  were  not  among  those  who  were 
first  disbanded ;  but  while  a  partial  dis- 
embodying of  the  militia  was  not  unlawful, 
this  could  not  be  prevented.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  briefly  recapitulated  bis 
objections  to  the  principle  of  the  motion  ; 
and  asserted,  that  what  had  been  done  by 
ministers  in  the  present  instance,  bad  al- 
ready received  not  merely  the  ucit,  bal 
the  positive  approbation  ot  parliament, 

Mr.  Ahercrombie  said,  he  conceived,  till 
be  heard  the  right  hon.  gentlemnn  wha 
had  JQst  aat  doiin#  thai  the  queation  th» 
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of  invasien;  'the  militia,  therefore,  accoril. 
ing  to  the  arffuments  which  had  been  used, 
should  ha?e  been  disbanded.  The  militia, 
it  appeared  to  him,  might  be  kept  ap  at 
any  time  when  it  was  thooght  necessary 
to  send  the  regular  force  out  of  the  king- 
dom, since  in  war  there  might  aAways  be 
supposed  to  be  danger  of  in? asion.  In  the 
late  war  not  only  the  commerce,  but  the 
coasts  of  the  kingdom  were  exposed  to 
aiiaoyance  from  the  American  privateers. 
In  the  case  of  the  militia  law,  as  of  other 
acts,- the  enactments  might  remain,  when 
the  circumstances  4>f  the  preamble  no 
longer  existed ;  therefore  it  was  not,  in 
his  opinion, necessary  that  the  militia  force 
should  be  immediately  reduced,  when 
there  was  no  longer  danger  of  invasion, 
insurrection,  or-rebeJlion. 

The  Attww^f  Gemral  eaid,  that  if  be  did 
not  offer  himself  to  ihe  attention  of  the 
House,  it  might  be  supposed  that  be  had 
changed  his  opinion ;  but  notwithstanding 
what  had  been  said,  that  opinion  was  not 
only  unaltered  but  confirmed.  When  the 
subject  was  first  discussed,  he  had  only 
been  able  to  support  bis  opinion  by  what 
reasons  he  could  adduce :  now  he  could 
confirm  it  by  all  the  arguments  they  had 
heard  on  the  subject.  His  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  taking  for  his  text  the 
opinion  which  had  been  spoken  of,  had 
observed,  that  that  opinion  was  delivered 
on  the  dav  after  the  case  was  stated  to 
them  (the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General). 
This  observation  was  to  be  answered  by 
another  obser? ation  of  the  same  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman,  that  the  subject  wae 
involved  in  no  technical  difficulties,  and 
could  not  fail  to  be  understood  by  any 
county  member,  not  at  all  habituated  ta 
the  consideration  of  legal  questions.  Hia 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  and  the  other 
learned  gentleman  near  him  (sir  A.  Pig- 
gotl),  when  they  filled  the  two  offices  of 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  General,  might 
remember  that  (hey  were  often  called  on 
to  deliver  opinions  more  suddenly  than 
they  could  wish.  The  opinion  he  had 
delivered  was,  however,  not  stated,  nntil 
he  had  conversed  with  several  oentlemen 
of  the  profession,  none  of  whom  had  enter* 
tained  any  doubt  on  the  subject.  In  de* 
livering  that  opinion,  they  had  not  assomed 
any  power  of  promulgating  the  law  on  the 
subject  with  authority ;  nor  would  it  have 
been  proper  that  the  judges  should  have 
been  called  on  to  deliver  their  opinion. 
The  judges  would,  he  believed,  have  keai* 


House  had  to  consider  this  nigffat  was, 
whether  any  reason  could  be  given  for 
keeping  up  the  militia.  Parliament  had 
determined  under  what  circumstances  it 
should  be  called  out ;  but  as  they  could 
not  determine  when  that  cause  should 
cease,  no  time  for  disembodying  it  had 
been  fixed.  It  was  now  for  the  House  to 
consider  if  any  of  those  causes  now  exist- 
ed, and  if  in  their  iibsence  ministers  could 
justify  keeping  it  embodied.  The  right 
ton.  gentleman  had  at  one  time  seemed 
disposed  to  rest  his  arguments  on  the 
American  war.  Did  he  mean  to  say,  that 
an  invasion  was  to  be  apprehended  from 
America?  This  country  had'  formerly 
been  at  war  for  several  years  with  Ame- 
rica,  before  the  minister  thought  of  calling 
out  the  militia.  It  was  not  called  out  in 
the  former  American  war  till  France  took 
a  part  in  it.  Now,  however,  the  great 
evil  against  which  it  was  designed  to  pro- 
tect the  country  was  treated  as  a  bugbear, 
and  the  people  were  juggled  out  of  the 
aums  necessary  to  support  it,  when  no  oc* 
casion  for  it  was  shewn  to  exist.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  found  that  the 
Americn  war  was  not  enough  for  his  ar- 
gument, and  he  then  gave  the  true  reasons 
for  its  being  kept  up— the  necessity  of 
supplying  with  the  militia^^he  place  of 
the  regular  troops  now  employed  in  Flan- 
ders. The  right  hon.  gentleman  con* 
aidered  parliament  to  have  sanctioned  this 
measare  because  they  had  voted  certain 
sums  on  acoount,  which  were  called  for 
by  the  noble  lord  (Palmerston)  before 
Christmas,  and  which  were  stated  to  be 
but  a  small  part  of  those  neqessary^  to 
meet  the  military  expenditure  of  the  year. 
To  press  .this  as  a  proof  that  the  measare 
had  been  considered  and  approved  of  by 
parliament,  was  qojustifiable.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  said,  that  the  militia 
being  kept  embodied,  had  not  been  felt  as 
a  hardship  to  the  extent  supposed,  as  not 
more  than  one  man  in  ten  served  com- 
pulsorily.  This  statement  might  be  cor- 
rect, as  to  the  number  of  persons  serving 
lor  themselves,  compared  with  those  of 
substitutes ;  but  be  could  state,  on  per- 
fectly good  authority,  that  their  not  being 
disembodied  was  a  grievance  which  was 
deeply  felt  and  complained  of. 

The  Hon.  F.  IkmgUu  observed,  that  all 
the  arguments  of  bis  hon.  and  learned 
friend  bad  reference  to  the  period  at  which 
the  militia  was  to  be  called  out,  not  to  the 
time  at  which  it  was  to  be  disbanded. 


For  many  years  there  bad  been  no  dimger  I  tated  before  ihey  had   dcliTered  tbeir 
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opinions  on  such  a  subject^  which  might 
have  come  before  them  in  their  different 
courts.  He  allowed  that  the  opinion  of 
any  other  two  lawyers  is  Westminster* 
hall,  of  the  same  standings  would  be  as 
yaloable  as  that  which  had  been  delivered 
by  himself  and  his  learned  friend  ;  but  he 
could  not  allow  the  validity  of  the  argu» 
menty  that  the  opinion  in  question  was  to 
be  less  regarded  because  they  were  sup- 
poSed  to  be  biassed  by  the  Crown.  On 
the  supposition  that  they  were  well  dis« 
posed  towards  the  iiecretary  of  Stale,  was 
It  to  be  argued  that  they  would  have  de- 
livered an  opinion  for  his  private  informa- 
iion«  by  which  he  would  have  been  led  to 
act  illegally }  On  the  contrary,  any  opi- 
nion which  they  should  thus  give,  would 
of  course  be  given  with  a  more  than  ordi- 
nary degree  of  caution.  With  respect  to 
the  remark  of  his  hon<  and  learned  friend, 
on  the  propriety  of  his  combining  the  two 
offices 4>f  chief-justice  of  Chester  and  at- 
torney-general in  his  own  person,  he  would 
remind  him,  that  he  was  not  the  only 
person  who  bad  held  those  two  situations; 
and  he  was  convinced  that  if  the  noble 
lord  (Kenyon)  who  was  once  appointed  to 
them,  had  conceived  that  there  was  any 
thing  objectionable  in  the  appointment, 
he  would  have  declined  holding  the  two 
offices.  Caies  had,  however,  occurred,  in 
which  the  judges  were  called  on  for  their 
opinions,  on  poLits  that  were  likely  to 
come  before  them  judicially  at  some  future 
period.  Of  this  description  was  the  ques- 
tion propounded  to  all  the  judges,  with  lord 
Mansfield  at  their  head,  who,  being  asked 
whether  an  individual  who  had  been  in 
the  army,  but  who  bad  withdrawn  himself 
from  the  service,  could  be  tried  by  a  court- 
martial  for  offences  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  while  he  was  connected  with 
it,  answered  in  the  affirmative ;  reserving 
to  themselves,  if  the  case  ever  came  before 
them,  a  right  to  alter  their  opinion,  if  on 
farther  consideration  it  appeared  neces- 
aary.  When  he  and  his  learned  friend 
the  Solicitor  General  gave  their  opinion, 
they  had  not  Slated  that  it  was  lawful  for 
the  King  to  keep  the  militia  embodied  as 
long  as  ministers  thought  fit;  but  the 
case  was,  that  being  asked  whether  any 
precise  time  was  fixed  in  the  Act  at  which 
the  militia  was  to  be  disembodied,  they 
had  answered,  that  no  precise  time  was 
fixed,  though  the  Act  manifested  a  great 
anxiety  that  the  time  should  not  be  unne- 
cessarily prolonged,  but  that  the  tinie  of 
diabandiog  was  left  to  the  discretion  of 


the  Crown ;  always  remembering  that  tha 
ministers  acted  on  their  responsibility  in 
advising  the  Crown  to  continue  the  militia 
embodied.  Now  as  to  the  use  which  bad 
been  made  of  the  opinion,  he  thought  it 
fair  enough,  though  he  had  not  been  con- 
sulted on  the  subject.  The  militiamen 
who  were  put  under  loartial  law  might, 
when  they  heard  it  sahl  that  it  was  an 
illegal-  act  to  keep  the ,  militia  embodied, 
naturally  conceive  that  it  was  also  legal  in 
them  to  subtract  themselves  from  that  ser- 
vice. K  was  right,  therefore,  that  hia 
Majesty's  ministers,  in  order  to  keep  them 
tranquil,  should  let  them  know,  not  only 
that  ministers  acted  on  their  responsibility, 
but  that  they  had  taken  the  opinion  of 
their  ordinary  legal  advisers. 

Sir  A.  Piggoit  said,  it  should  be  his  endea« 
vour  to  bring  back  the  House  to  the  real 
merits  of  the  question,  from  which  it  had 
widely  deviated.  The  present  measure  of 
keeping  the  militia  embodied  had  been 
defended  on  the  practice  of  minisleri.  He 
considered  it  of  the  deepest  importance  to 
the  country  that*  the  act  of  parliament 
relative  to  calling  out  the  militia  should  b^ 
well  understood ;  and  if  it  were  not,  ho 
thought  Uie  legislature  should  take  the 
earliest  opportunity  to  make  it  so.  It  waa 
a  question  of  law,  and  he  had  never  yet 
read  a  law  book  which  directed  him  to 
look  for  legal  information  in  the  practice 
of  ministers.  If  he  did,  he  should  say  that 
ministers  only  Itoghed  at  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment— they  made  it  a  jest,  and  had  always 
some  bugbear  or  other  to  render  it  of  no 
avail.  The  Act  absolutely  required  that 
before  the  King  should  be  allowed  to  call 
out  the  militia,  he  should  be  able  to  prove 
to  his  people  by  proclamation,  either  that 
there  was  an  invasion,  imminent  danger  of 
an  invasion,  a  rebellion,  or  an  insurrection 
in  the  country.  In  1792,  when  the  militia 
was  calted  out  by  proclamation,  it  waa 
ridiculed  by  every  one.  There  was  no 
invasion,  nor  danger  of  invasion-^io  re« 
hellion— no  insurrection — nothing  but  the 
noisy  brawling  of  a  few  dirty  boys  at 
Dundee,  which  ministers  were  well  assured 
was  put  a  total  stop  to  be/ore  the  proclama- 
tion was  issued  ;  and  yet  the  proclama- 
tion in  1792  stated,  that  this  act  of  parlia- 
ment was  enforced  on  account  of  existing 
riots  and  insurrections ;  and  his  Majesty 
afterwards,  from  the  throne,  addressed 
both  Houses  of  parliament  in  the  same 
language,  when  he  thus  accounted  to  them 
for  calling  them  together  in  fourteen  days 
I  notice.    At  a  former  period  of  our  history. 
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when*  there  was  a  rebeHiofi  in  Amerioa, 
the  war  was  carried  one  for  several  years 
without  the  militia  being  called  oat  at  all ; 
nor  was  the  measure  ever  thought  of  till 
France  insidiously  4ent  her  aid  to  our 
colonies,  and  then  no  one  could  deny  that 
there  tnightF  not  'be  imminent  danger  of 
an  inTssion.  AiAhe  treaty  of  Amiens 
efvary  body  was  ^are  that  the  peace  was 
not  likely  to  be^of  long  duration,  and  yet 
the  militia  was  speedily  disembodied  a^er 
the  peace  was  made.  The  House  ought 
to  look  at  the  principle  on  which  ministers 
were  actiilg  at  present.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Bathurst)  had  confessed 
there  was  no  danger  of  invasion,  but 
avowed  the  conduct  of  ministers  in  keep- 
ing up  the  militia  was  justifiable;  because 
we  were  under  the  necessity  of  having  a 
large  force  on  the  continent  for  the  pur- 
poses of  government.  What,  then,  was 
the  amount  by  which  ministers  might  be 
confined  ?  It  had  been  argued,  and  was 
atated  in  the  written  opinion  of  his  hon. 
'and  learned  friends,  that  there  were  no 
words  which  say  when  the  King  shall  dis- 
embody ^e  militia.  True:  but  surely 
there  must  be  a  time  ;  they  could  not  be 
kept  up  for  ever.  The  Act  said  most  es- 
pressly, '  You  shall  not  call  out  the  militia. 
And  march  them  from  their  own  counties, 
but  for  special  purposes.'  When,  therefore, 
ihese  purposes  no  longer  existed,  the 
cause  for  keeping  them  together  ceased. 
How  monstrous,  then,  was  it  to  say,  that 
when  all  the  causes  had  ceased,  his  Ma- 
jesty might  continue  to  keep  the  militia 
embodied!  He  was  of  opinion  that  to 
keep  up  the  militia,  because  it  was  thought 
wise  to  keep  a  part  of  our  regular  force  on 
the  continent,  would  be  to  give  theCrowq 
new  powers,  of  which  he  did  not  see  the 
limits.  It  was  to  give  the  King  a  sword 
which  he  might  keep  as  long  as  he  lived. 
Because  the  House  of  Commons  voted  the 
pay  of  the  militiaman,  as  they  must  do 
while  he  continued  embodied,  it  was  not 
to  be  assumed,  that  ministers  were  not 
responsible  for  omitting  to  disband  the 
militia.  As  well  might'  it  be  assumed, 
that  ministers  were  not  responsible  for  the 
use  of  the  army,  because  that  Housa  had 
voted  its  pay. 

TIxe  SolicUor  General  began  by  vindi* 
eating  the  motives  from  which  he,  and  his 
learned  friend  the  Attorney  General,  had 
acted,  in  giving  their  opinion  to  his  Ma- 
jesty's government,  and  declaring,  that 
for  nimself,  and  he  was  sure  be  might  say 
is  much  for  his  learned  friendj  be  would 


not  be  found  one  moment  in  the  office  he 
had  the  honour  to  hold,  if  any  adminis- 
tration  were  to  require  from  him  a  legal 
opinion  diflTereut  from  what  his  conscien«> 
tious  belief  might  be*  He  could  safely 
affirm,  that  though  he  had  given  many 
opinions  which  he  feared  were  erroneoas, 
he  had  never  ventured  to  deliver  one  that 
was  not  honest.  As  to  the  influence 
which  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of 
the  Crown  might  be  expected  to  have,  he 
never  entertained  the  idea  that  they  were 
to  b^  put  for-th  to  guide  the  public  judg* 
ment,  nor  did  he  apprehend  that  those 
opinions  could  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  discussions  in  that  House.  His  hon. 
and  learned  friend  who  spoke  last  bad  con* 
tended,  that  though  the  Militia  Act  con- 
tained nothing  which  was  imperative  as  to 
the  precise  period  at  which  the  militia 
ought  to  be  disembodied,  yet,  the  occa« 
sion  for  calling  them  out  having  ceased, 
it  became  the  bounden  duty  of  his  Ma« 
jesty's  ministers  to  advise  that  they  should 
be  disembodied.  In  bis  opinion,  that 
mode  of  argument  was  giving  up  altoge- 
ther the  first  part  of  the  question,  as  to 
the  illegality  of  continuing  the  militia, 
and  making  it  a  matter  of  discretion  on 
•the  part  of  ministers  to  advise  that  they 
should  or  should  not  be  disembodied,  ac- 
cording' to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  tiroes.  In  the  Local  Militia  Act  it 
was  distinctly  enacted,  that  sis  weeks 
afler  a  given  event  they  should  be  <lis« 
embodied ;  and  why  was  not  a  similar  pro- 
vision introduced  into  the  other  Militia 
Acts?  For  the  best  of  all  reasons;  be- 
cause, though  they  were  called  out  but 
upon  particular  emergencies,  yet,  when 
those  emergencies  ceased,  there  might 
still  be  existing  circumstances  deeply  af- 
fecting the  general  interests  and  safety  of 
the  country,  which  would  render  it  advi- 
sable to  continue  them  embodied  for  a 
further  time.  With  respect  to  the  ille- 
gality, therefore,  of  keeping  the  militia 
embodied,  having  given  the  subject  as 
much  consideration  as  it  was  in  his  power 
to  do,  he  was  still  of  the  opinion,  con- 
scientiously and  without  any  bias,  that 
the  Crown  having  called  out  the  militia 
upon  a  legal  occasion,  it  was  not  impera^ 
tively  bound  to  disembody  them  upon  the 
ceasing  of  that  occasion ;  continuing  them 
so  embodied,  subject,  of  course,  to  those 
checks  and  that  control,  which  the  par- 
liament could  constitutionally  exercise. 
Accordingly  it  was  not  stated,*  nor  was  it 
intended  to  be  stated,  that  the  King  was 
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b«ond  to  disembody  Ihem  at  any  parti- 
cular period.  As'  to  the  propriety  of 
now  continuing  those  regiments  embodied 
which  were  not  yet  disbanded,  he  should 
not  discuss  that  question,  because  ht  was 
not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  all  the 
causes  that  influenced  ministers  in  their 
determination.  He  should  only  observe, 
in  conclusion,  that  he  felt  some  saiisfac- 
tion  in  reflecting  that  the  opinion  which 
he  had  given,  and  which  he  still  main- 
taided,  was  sanctioned  by  the  concurrence 
of  high  authority  in  another  place. 

Lord  MUum  said,  that  he  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  paying  compliments:  but  from 
all  that  he  knew,  or  had  ever  heard  of  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  who  had  just 
tat  down,  ho  was  disposed  to  feel  the 
highest  respect  for  his  judgment :  but  he 
thought  he  had,  on  the  present  occasion, 
narrowed  the  question  too  much.  An 
apology  was  certainly  due  from  him  (lord 
Milton)  for  venturing  to  give  an  opinion 
upon  a  legal  subject ;  but  he  apprehended, 
the  present  was  one  that  embraced  other 
views  of  it  than  those  which  were  merely 
technical.  He  could  not  help  thinking, 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  questions 
had  been  put  by  lord  Sidmouth,  in  his 
letter  to  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  that 
they  were  of  a  nature  similar  to  what,  in 
courts  of  justice,  were  called  leading 
questions ;  and  that  the  law  officers  could 
not,  in  point  of  fact,  give  any  other  an- 
•wer  than  the  one  they  did.  Ministers 
need  not  have  asked,  whether  it  was  im* 
perative  upon  the  Crown ;  from  the  words 
of  the  Act,  to  disembody  the  militia,  be- 
cause it  was  impossible  to  read  the  Act 
without  seeing  there  was  nothing  in  it 
which  could  be  construed  into  such  a  po- 
sitive provision^ [Hear,  hear!  from  the 
ministerial  benches.J  He  anticipated  that 
cheer;  but  the  hon.  gentleman  would 
aorely  remember,  that  in  every  cast  they 
ought  to  consider  the  spirit  and  scope  of 
an  act  of  parliament,  as  well  as  the  letter ; 
and  was  it  possible  to  take  in  the  whole 
of  the  militia  laws  and  maintain  the  argu* 
ment  that  the  militia  was  a  force  which 
might  be  kept  permanently  standing  dur- 
ing a  period  of  peace.  That,  however, 
was  the  amount  of  the  opinion  expressed 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  gentlemen  oppo- 
aite;  and  it  was  one  which  no  person, 
whose  mind  was  not  sophisticated  with 
legal  quibbling,  would  venture  to  support. 
His  hon.  and  learned  friend  (sir  S.  Ro* 
milly)  had  been  accused  of  inconsistency, 
because  he  contended,  that  though  it  was 
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illegal  to  continue  the  militia  embodied* 
yet  it  would  be  also  illegal  if  any  militia- 
man were  to  refuse  to  march  at  the  com- 
mand of  his  officer.  For  his  own  part, 
he  saw  no  inconsistency  in  that  argument* 
for  while  the  militia  Jid  continue  to  be 
embodied,  ihey  were  subject  to  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Crown;  and  it  was  another 
question  whether  the  Crown  was  acting 
illegally  in  so  continuing  their  services. 
It  might  be  illegal  in  the  Crown  to  do  a 
certain  thing,  and  yet  it  would  be  equally 
illegal  in- the  subject  to  question  the  con* 
duct  of  the  Crown.  Ue  knew,  indeed,  of 
no  process  by  which  a  militia-man  could 
try  the  question  without  first  committing 
some  act  that  should  make  him  amenable 
to  a  court-martial.  He  contended  that 
.ministers  kept  the  militia  embodied  upon 
flimsy  pretences.  A  right  hon.  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Bathutst)  had  said,  that  no 
complaints  had  been  made  by  the  militia- 
men who  continued  embodied.  H^  would 
venture  to  say,  however,  that  such  was 
not  the  fact.  He  had  himself  received  a 
letter,  written  in  no  measured  terms,  from 
a  militia-man  in  the  North  York  militia* 
complaining  of  the  grievance  he  suflered 
by  not  returning  to  his  home  now  the  war 
was  concluded;  and  a  noble  relative  of 
his,  who  introduced  the  subject  in  another 
place,  had  received  a  memorial,  signed, 
by  above  SOO  individuals  of  the  Derby 
militia,  complaining  of  the  same  griev- 
ance :  and  yet  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
with  all  the  insolence  of  a  minister,  had 
come  down  to  that  House,  and  stated  that 
no  discontent  existed.  In  his  opinion, 
they  had  a  just  right  to  complain  of  unfair 
and  cruel  usage  in  being  kept  embodied 
*'  under  the  iron  hand  of  military  law." 
It  was  too  bad  to  insult  the  House  by 
stating  that  no  complaints  had  beeii  made. 
If,  in  case  a  new  European  war  should 
break  out,  ministers  wished  again  to  fill 
the  ranks  of  the  militia,  let  them  now  keep 
their  faith  with  the  militia,  and  not  put  it 
in  the  power  of  the  disafiectedj  those  who 
were  always  ready 

**  spargers  voces  in  vulgum  ambigots," 
to  tell  the  men, '  Recollect  that  language, 
aqd  those  promises  which  were  held  out 
in  J  803,  and  broken  in  1814. V 

Mr.  BaikurU  explained.  What  he  had 
stated  was,  that  complaints  had  not  ge- 
nerally been  made  by  the  militia  regi* 
menu  still  embodied.  With  regard  to 
the  manner  in  which 'the  noble  lord  had 
expressed  himself,  he  would  leave  the 
House  to  judge  whether  upon  that  or  any 
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•tber  occasion,  the  epithet  could  be  more 
justly  applied  to  him  than  to  the  noble 
lord. 

Lord  Milton  explained.  He  had  not 
affirmed  that  complaints  were  general 
among  the  militia  regiments,  but  only  in 
those  which  came  under  his  knowledge ; 
and,  inferring  from  them,  it  was  natural 
to  suppose  that  they  existed  elsewhere. 

Sir  Murk  Wood  stated,  that  the  regi- 
aieni  of  militia  to  which  he  belonged  had 
been  much  dissatisfied  at  the  idea  of  being 
disbanded  ;  and  that  when  they  were  told 
there  would  be  occasion  for  the  continu- 
ance of  their  services,  every  symptom  of 
dissatisfaction  had  disappeared.  The  ar- 
gument with  respect  to  the  disembodying 
of  the  militia,  would  have  been  urged 
with  more  force  five  or  six  years  ago; 
for  when  Buonaparte  was  losing  his  armies 
in  Spain,  whilst  the  praams  lay  rotting  in 
his  harbours,  and  be  had  not  a  single 
▼esiel  at  sea,  there  certainly  was  no  dan- 
ger of  invasion.  Was  Ireland  now  in  a 
state  to  be  left  without  a  military  force  ? 
There  was  no  police  in  that  country  ;  and 
it  would  have  been  inhumanity  in  minis- 
ters to  have  withdrawn  th6  militia  which 
maintained  its  peace.  A  noble  lord  had 
said,  that  the  militia  was  sufifered  to  con- 
Unue  in  time  of  peace.  Was  this  a  time 
of  peace,  when  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  with  America  had  not  yet  been 
received,  and  the  continent  of  Europe  was 
not  yet  settled  ?  He  wished,  should  a  new 
act  be  produced  on  the  subject,  all  the 
present  groondi  for  calling  out  the  militia 
should  be  leflout ;  that  the  right  ef  doing 
it  should  remain  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Crown;  but  that  ministers  should  come 
down  to  parliament,  to  explain  the  grounds 
M  which  they  should  adopt  the  measure, 
that  h  iiitghtl)e  confirmed  or  withdrawn, 
according  as  its  propriety  should  be  made 
more  or  less  apparent. 

Lord  Stanley  supported  the  motion.  He 
thought,  that  althbugh  no  specific  time 
was  marked  for  the  disbanding  of  the 
militia,  it  was  clearly  implied.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  coqiplaints  were  much 
more  general  than  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man supposed.  He  understood  that  great 
djscontent  was  felt  by  those  regiments 
that  were  kept  in  Ireland. 

Sir  Frederick  Flood  defended  the  state 
of  the  police  in  Ireland.  There  were  68 
resident  magistrates  in  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford, who  had  kept  the  peace  without  the 
aid  of  the  militia.  He  approved  of  the 
interchange  of  the  regiments,  u  it  was 


right  that  the  people  of  England  should 
know  the  character  of  Irishmen,  and  the 
people  of  Ireland  that  of  Englishmen,  to 
tighten  the  bond  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Ljfttelion,  when  told  by  high  legal 
authority,  that  it  was  left  at  tbe  discretion 
of  the  Crown  to  keep  the  militia  embodied 
as  long  as  it  pleased,  considered  that  de- 
claration a  subject  of  sufficient  alarm : 
but  when  it  was  added,  that  so  long  as 
Ireland  should  be  dissatisfied,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  keep  the  militia  on  foot  in 
order  to  subjugate  the  people  of  that 
country,  he  must  think  that  we  stood  in  a 
very  precarious  position.  lie  disapproved 
of  keeping  up  a  great  militia  force  in  time 
of  peace,  not  only  on  constitutional 
grounds,  but  also  on  account  of  the*  great 
augmentation  of  expense,  which  was  a 
circumstance  that  oagbt  not  to  be  lost 
sight  of  at  the  present  moment. 

Mr.  AdtUngton  wished  to  set  a  noble 
lord  right  with  respect  to  the  Derbyshire 
militia.  That  regiment  had  arrived  in 
their  own  county,  and  he  believed  in  tbe 
very  town  of  Derby,  for  the  purpose  of 
>  being  disembodied,  when  the  order  reach« 
ed  them  for  continuing  longer  embodied* 
Upon  this  a  number  of  them,  amounting 
to  ISO,  and  not  to  300,  as  had  been 
stated,  presented  a  very  respectful  memb- 
rial,  asking  an  explanation  of  the  reason 
of  this  order.  The  memorial  was  sent  bv 
sir  H.  Tori^ens,  to  the  department  to  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  belongj  and  an 
answer  was  immediately  returned.  After 
the  receipt  of  this  answer,  there  were  no 
symptoms  of  dissatisfaction  in  the  regi- 
ment. As  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
case  had  been  stated  for  the  opinion  of 
the  law-officers,  he  did  not  know  how  tbe 
quesdon  could  have  been  put  in  any  other 
way  more  likely  to  elicit  a  full  and  satis* 
factory  opinion  as  to  the  point  of  law. 

Sir  J.  Newport  observed,  that  if  the 
proceedings  of  Congress  formed  a  groond 
for  maintaining  an  additional  inuitary 
force  in  this  country,  then  the  mighty 
promises  and  flattering  prospects  held  oat 
on  that  subject  were  merely  delusive ;  and 
as  to  Ireland,  he  could  assure  government, 
that  if  it  calculated  only  upon  preserving 
that  country  by  a  military  force,  the  te- 
nure of  it  was  very  feeble  indeed.  He 
added,  that  if  the  police  were  inefiective 
in  Ireland,  the  fault  must  rest  with  the 
administration. 

Mr.  Peel  asserted,  that  a  militarjr  force 
was  never  called  into  action  in  Ireland 
but  fa  aid  of  the  civil  power,  while  go* 
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*>erniDeQt  had  made  every  due  provision 
for  the  efficiency  of  the  latter.  Wiib 
regard  to  the  expression  of  '  subjugating 
Ireland/  he  deprecated  the  use  of  it  as 
utterly  inapplicable  to  the  case  of  that 
country,  and  to  the  disposition  of  the  Bri- 
tish goTemment.  Sure  he  was,  that  no- 
thing  was  farther  from  the  intention  of 
government  than  to  employ  English  sol- 
diers for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  Ire- 
land»  and  he  was  sincerely  sorry  that  such 
an  insinuation  should  have  escaped  an 
hon.  member.  The  friendly  disposition, 
indeed,  of  governiQent  towards  Ireland, 
was,  he.  thought,  sufficiently  manifested  in 
the  measure  in  progress  through  the 
House  with  respect  to  the  com  laws. 

Mr.  l^udion  explained,  that  he  had 
been  misunderstood.  If  he  had  said  what 
was  attributed  to  him,  he  had  done  so  with 
a  reference  to  the  view  of  the  subject 
taken  by  the  hon.  colonel. 

Lord  George  CacauUth  said^  that  there 
had  been  great  mistakes  about  the  Derby- 
shire regiment.  It  never  had  reached 
the  town  of  Derby  in  order  to  be  disem- 
bodied, and  had  proceeded  no  further 
than  Banbury. 

Sir  &  Romilly  replied  with  considerable 
force  to  the  several  speakers  against  the 
motion.  The  Militia  Acts  admitted,  he 
maintained,  hot  of  two  constructions, 
either  that  the  militia  should  remain  em- 
bodied only  until  the  cause  specified  in 
those  acts  ceased  tci  exi«t,  or  that  that 
force  might  be  kept  embodied  as  long  as 
the  Crown  thought  proper  ;  and  he  would 
ask,  whether  the  crown  lawyers,  or  any 
lawyers  in  the  country,  were  prepared  to 
sanction  the  latter  construction  ?  He  would 
assume  not ;  and  yet,  such  was  virtually 
ihe  meaning  of  the  argument  and  autho- 
rity by  which  this  principle  of  bia  motion 
bad  been  resisted.  As  to  the  grounds 
stated  to  support  the  plea  of  expediency, 
by  which  it  was  attempted  to  justify  the 
measure  his  motion  deprecated— such.  Cor 
instance,  as  the  continuance  of  a  war  with 
America,  the  proceedings  at  Congress,  or 
the  existence  of  what  was  called  a  party 
apirit  in  Ireland—he  could  not  cooceive 
when  such  grounds  were  likely  to  cease ; 
for  we  had|  and  were  always  likely  to 
have,  a  party  spirit  in  this  country  also ; 
mnd  therefore  if  the  existence  of  a  party 
apirit  were  held  to  warrant  the  keeping  of 
4he  militia  embodied,  be  could  not  sup- 
pose a  time  when  that  force  was  likely  to 
be  disembodied.  After  observing,  that 
t|ie  politico-judicial  opinions  which  had 


been  delivered  elsewhere  upon  this  eub* 
ject,  were  by  no  means  entitled  to  the 
weight  of  judicial  decisions,  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  stated  bia  conviction, 
that  whether  the  minister  acted  illegally 
or  unconstitutionally  or  not,  the  militia- 
man was  bound  to  adhere  to  bis  oath,  and 
amenable  to  military  law:  but  if  illegally 
punished,  )iow  could  the  soldier  obtain  re« 
dress  unless  by  an  action  which  must 
follow  his  endurance  of  the  punishment } 
Adverting  to  the  remarks  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bathurat),  upon 
what  he  was  pleased  to  call  his  (sir 
Samuel's)  pathetic  lamentations  for  the 
privations  and  suffering  of  the  militia  re* 
tained  in  service,  he  animadverted  upon  it 
with  peculiar  point;  observing,  that  if 
people  were  taken  by  force  from  the  civil 
walks  of  life,  and  compelled  to  remaia 
under  arms  without  any  necessity,  he 
could  not  conceive  any  diiference  between 
their  case  and  that  or  the  army  so  tyran- 
nically treated  by  the  late  Ruler  of  France ; 
adding,  that  a  sympathy  for  the  poorer 
order  of  the  people  was  one  of  the  first 
duties  of  a  represenutive,  especially  where 
that  duty  was  enforced  by  a  recoUaetion 
of  the  services  which  those  of  that  ordeo 
who  belonged  to  the  militia,  had  eata* 
blished  to  the  gratitude  and  esteem  of 
their  country.  That  such  men  most  ba 
anxious  for  relief  from  their  military  stalc« 
and  for  a  return  to  the  enjoyment  of  their 
domestic  comforts,  was  naturally  to  be 
expected ;  and  that  man  moat  be  onmind* 
ful  of  the  feelings  of  common  homanitr» . 
as  well  as  of  the  duties  of  a  legislator,  who 
would  not  be  desiraos  to  gratify  that 
anxiety. 
The  House  divided: 
For  the  motion......f...i.«.«.....»  76 

Against  it ~...  179 

Majority —103 


Lutqflht 

Abercromble,  hon.  J. 
Althorpe,  lord 
Atherley,  A. 
Bennety  hon.  H.  G. 
Brand,  hon.  T. 
Burrell^  hon.  P.  R.  D. 
Birch,  Jos. 
Baring,  Alex. 
Calvert,  C. 
Carew,R.S. 
Calcrah,  J. 
Cocks,  hon.  J.  S. 
Dundas,  hon.  L. 
Dmicannon,  lord 
Dickenson,  W.  * 


Daly,  rt.  hon.  D.  B. 
Elliot,  right  hon.  W. 
Folkestone,  lord 
Ferguson,  R.  C. 
Fin&y,  K. 
Fitzroy,  lord  J. 
Grant,  J.  P. 
Grattan,  right  hon.  H. 
Gordon^  R. 
Greenhill,R. 
Geary,  sir  W. 
Grenfell.  P. 
Guise,  sir  W. 
Hammersleji  H« 
Homei^  F. 
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Halsey,  J: 
Heron,  sir  R. 
Harcourt,  J. 
Iloworth,  H, 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Hamilton,  sir  H.  D. 
Jervoise,  G.'P. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
tyttelton,  hon.W.  H. 
Lemon,  sir  W. 
Leader,  W. 
Lewis,  Frankland 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Mackintosh^  sir  J. 
Martin,  J. 
Martin,  H. 
Moore,  P. 
Newport,  air  J. 
North,  D. 
PhiUps,  G. 
Fonsonby,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Pousonby,  hon.  W. 
Power,  R. 
Preston,  R. 

^iggot^  sir  A. 


Proby,  lord 
Palmer,  C. 
Rorailly,  sir  S. 
Ramsden,  J.  C. 
Russell,  lord  G.  W. 
Smith,  S. 
Smith,  T.  A. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  W. 
Smith,  R. 
Stanley,  lord 
Sebright,  sir  J. 
Shelly,  T. 

Tavistock,  marq.  of 
Tiemey,  right  hon.  G.  ^ 
Tremaync,  J.  H. 
Wilkins,  W. 
Wharton,  J. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Walpole,  hon.  G. 

Telleas. 
Milton,  lord. 
Fremantlc,  W.  H. 


State  of  the  Corn  Trade.]  On  the 
order  of  the  day,  for  retomin^  the  ad* 
journed  debate  upon  the  motion  made 
yesterday,  for  reading  the  Report  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom 
it  was  referred  to  consider  further  of  the 
state  of  the  Corn  Laws,  be  now  read ;  and 
the  same  being  read,  the  House  resumed 
the  said  adjourned  debate ;  and  the  Report 
was  read.  The  first,  second,  and  third  Re* 
solutions  of  the  Committee  were  agreed 
to.     On  the  fourth  being  read, 

Mr.  Cahrqft  said,  at  that  time  of  night 
(between  11  and  12,)  aAer  the  long  dis* 
cossion  with  which  the  House  had  been 
occupied,  he  would  trespass  as  short  a 
while  as  possible  on  their  attention  upon 
the  subject  of  the  amendment,  which  be 
should  propose  lo  be  substituted  to  one  of 
.the  Resolutions.  By  the  vote  of  the 
House  the  price  at  which  the  importation 
of  wheat  was  allowed,  was  fixed  at  80s. 
Now,  he  could  make  it  appear^  thai  this 
|5rice  was  beyond  what  the  most  sanguine 
supporters  of  the  measure  could  substan* 
tiate  from  the  evidence.  Ireland  was  an 
importani  feature  in  this  question ;  and  be 
believed  it  was  the  wish  of  every  member 
of  that  House,  that  the  wanti  of  this 
country,  with  respect  to  the  primary 
means  of  subsistence,  should-  be  derive^ 
in  preference  from  Ireland.  But  when  he 
said  this,  he  believed  be  should  have  little 
difficulty  in  proving,  that  the  price  pro* 
posed  to  the  committee  went  (ar  beyond 
that  remuneration  which  was  necessary  to 
enable  Ireland  to  push  her  cultivation  almost 


to  any  extent.   There  was  not  much  infor- 
mation before  the  House  op  the  expense  of 
the  cultivation  of  land  in  Ireland;    for 
neither  in  the  committees  of  1613  or  ISI4 
had  this  subject  been  much  explained.  The 
only  evidence  he  could  find,  on  looking 
at  the  Report,  was  that  of  Mr.  Wakefield. 
When  asked  if  he  thought  a  price  of  70r. 
for  wheat  in  Ireland  sufficient  to  induce 
them  to  cultivate  wheat  in  that  country, 
he  ansvi^ered,  he  should  think  it  would  be 
sufficient  to  induce  them  to  cultivate  wheat, 
supposing  the   climate  would    allow  it. 
This  gentleman  had  written  a  great  deal 
about  the  agriculture  of  Ireland,  was  sup- 
posed  to  be  well   acquainted   with   the 
state  of  that  country,  and  having  been 
brought  forward  by  those  who  favoured 
the  alteration  in  the  corn  laws,  could  not 
be  supposed  to  be  inclined  to  under-rate 
the  price.     When  he  was  farther  asked 
with  reipect  to  the  quality  of  the  In'sh 
wheat,    he  answered  that  it  was,  from 
the  wetness  of  the  climate,  not  of  the 
highest  quality.    It  was  to  be  considered 
that  70s.  was  not  the  price  of  superior  but 
of  average  wheat;    and  that   the  best 
would  be  at  least  10s.  a  quarter  higher. 
The    expense   of  cultivation,    from    the 
cheapness  of  labour  and  the  want  of  poor* 
rates,  must  be  much  less  in  Ireland  than  in 
this  country ;  and  by  quoting  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Wakefield,  be  bad,  in  his  opinion* 
completely    disposed    of   that    question. 
With  respect  to   Scotland,   it  appeared 
from  the  evidence,  that  the  smallest  sacri- 
fice on  the  part  of  the  landlord  would 
enable  the  fiirmera  there  to  furnish  wheat 
at  as  low  a  rate  as  in  Ireland.  Mr.  Brodie, 
who  paid  2,500i.  for  rent,  stated  bis  pro- 
duos  to  amount  to  3«700/.  and  in  this  case 
the  4^nt  bore  a  very  considerable  propor- 
tion indeed  to  the  value  of  the  whole. 
Was  it  too  much  to  call  on  the  landlord  of 
that  country  to  make  some  sacrifice  ?  With 
respect  to  Ireland,  the  Irish  landlord  or 
tenant  might,  without  interfering  with  the 
subsistence  of  the  people,  fix  any  price 
on  their  wheat  they  pleased,  as  wheat 
was  not  the  food  of  the  body  of  the 
people  there.  Without  en  tering,  therefore* 
mto  more  detail  regarding  Ireland  and 
Scotland,  he  conceived  the  fact  established, 
tbat  70s.  a  quarter  was  a  fair  ami  ample 
remunerating  price.    With  respect  to  the 
evidence  of  this  country,  it  branched  out 
into  more  details,  and  the  whole  of  the 
inquiry  was  nearly  confined  to  thai  object. 
But  there  was  no  one  witnes8|  on  being 
asked,  at  what  rate  tbe  farmer  conld  af- 
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ford  to  sell  wheat,  who  did  not  gaard 
hiqatelf  in  stating  a  priccLas  high  as  809. 
Iboogh  many  of  the  witnesses  gave  a  lower 
•Dm,  by  sayini^f  that  if  rent,  labour,  and 
taxes,  continued  as  they  were,  he  thought 
the  turn  of  809.  a  proper  remunerating 
price.  It  became  the  gentlemen  who 
brought  forward  this  measure,  to  shew, 
before  they  proposed  so  high  a  sum  as 
805.,  that  rent,  labour,  and  taxes,  would 
continue  the  same.  It  was  not  bis  wish 
to  deteriorate  the  condition  of  the  landed 
gentlemen  of  this  country  ;  but  he  really 
conceived  that  they  would  be  in  a  better 
situation,  if,  by  a  small  sacrifice  of  rent, 
ibey  should  enable  farmers  to  reduce  the 
price  of  their  commodities,  as  taxes  had 
been  already  lowered  to  themselves.  As 
labour,  and  taxes,  and  corn,  had  already 
fallen,  he  should  like  to  know  why  on  this, 
as  well  as  on  former  occasions  when  corn 
bad  fallen,  rent  should  not  also  fall  ?  With 
respect  to  the  question  as  it  might  affect 
the  revenue,  it  was  unquestionably  true, 
that  in  the  case  of  any  great  and  sudden 
diminution  of  the  incomes  of  the  class  of 
persons  in  question,  the  revenue  and  trade 
of  the  country  must  also  suffer  considera* 
biy.  But  be  considered,  that  the  sacrifices 
which  ought  to  be  made  by  landed  pro- 
prietors,  were  such  as  would  not  endanger 
the  revenue.  All  the  surveyors  had  stated 
that  it  was  necessary  to  make  four  rents 
on  a  farm.  Assuming  this  estimate^  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  reducing  the  price 
from  80s.  to  72s.  on  a  farm  of  lOOl.  rent? 
If  the  farmer  paid  one  rent  of  100/.  to 
the  landlord,  two  rents  being  200/.  in  ex* 
penses  of  cultiyation,  and  reserved  lOOL 
to  himself,  in  ail  4001.,  supposing  this  400/« 
to  be  only  reduced  40(.  a  year,  this  would 
enable  the  farmer  to  sell  his  corn  10  per 
cent,  cheaper,  which  would  be  exactly  8«. 
in  the  quarter.  Out  of  the  rent,  labour, 
and  taxes,  this  sacrtfiee  could  be,  and 
ought  cheerfully  to  be  made.  Labour 
bad  already  been  reduced  in  the  districu 
with  which  he  was  acquainted,  more  than 
10/.  per  cent.  The  taxes  on  land  had 
been  reduced  17|  per  cent.  The  great 
expense  of  wear  and  tear  would  necessa* 
rily  also  be  reduced.  The  collar-maker's 
bill,  for  instance,  would  necessarily  be 
reduced  by  the  fall  of  the  farmer's  con- 
itoodjty.  In  this  country,  wheat,  being  the 
aobsistence  of  the  people,  was  the  measure 
of  labour ;  and  the  moment  wheat  fell  in 
price,  the  effect  on  labour  would  follow. 
He  was  convinced  that  the  House  would 
aerer  be  backward  io  making  such  lacri- 
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iices  as  the  state  of  the  country  rendered 
necessary.  The  landlord  had  been  re* 
lieved  of  10/.  per  cent,  and  received  now 
100/.  where  he  before  only  received  90/. 
Where  the  case  required  the  sacrifice,  he 
would  have  no  hesitation  in  giving  another 
10  per  cent.,  and  with  this  the  farmer 
would  be  enabled  to  make  out  his  40/.  and 
to  sell  his  corn  at  72«.  the  quarter,  which 
price  was  as  low  as  the  people  of  this 
country  could  expect,  for  some  time  at 
least,  to  receive  their  subsistence  at. 
When  circumstances  should  admit,  it 
might  afterwards  gradually  be  lowered  to 
an  ordinary  price.  He  had  pointed  out 
no  sacrifice  which  at  all  interfered  with 
the  comforts  of  the  land-holders.  Even 
on  a  small  income  there  would  be  hardly 
any  sacrifice;  they  would  find  by  this 
means  the  country  contented;  they  would 
live  ID  a  neighbourhood  where  all  would 
be  satisfied,  when  they  saw  that  the 
highest  classes  were  making  sacrifices  as 
well  as  themselves.  But  if  they  pressed 
this  measure  to  the  utmost  extent,  at  this 
high  price  the  people  would  eat  their 
bread  with  very  little  satisfaction,  when 
they  found  that  the  same  rents  were  re* 
ceived  by  the  landlords  that  were  received 
under  very  different  circumstances.  He 
believed  he  had  stated  the  evidence  fairly, 
when  he  bad  said  that  no  one  witness 
stated  80f.  as  a  remunerating  price,  who 
did  not  also  express  a  reservation,  that 
this  was  on  the  supposition  that  rent, 
labour,  and  taxes,  continued  the  sam«« 
One  respectable  witness,  Mr.  Mant,  even 
said,  that  the  price  of  72f.  was  sufficient. 
He  would  ask  gentlemen,  if,  in  acting  as 
managers  of  other  people's  concerns* 
they  would  not,  on  such  an  occasion  as 
this,  give  a  preference  to  Mr.  Mant's  eri* 
dence,  because  it  was  in  favour  of  the 
great  mass  of  the  population.  An  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  F.  Lewis)  had  stated,  that 
the  bread  was  Is.  the  quartern  loaf,  when 
the  quarter  of  wheat  was  at  about  80r. 
But  speaking  legislatively  and  practically, 
were  two  different  things.  He  would 
take  upon  him  to  say,  that  this  proportion 
of  the  act  -of  parliament  bad  never  yet 
been  realized  either  in  town  or  country* 
When  the  average  waa  04«.  a  quarter^ 
they  were  buying  bread  in  this  town  at 
Is.  the  quartern  loa£  They  bad  heard 
the  most  contradictory  declarationa  on 
the  subject  of  averages,  and  nothing  could 
yet  be  inferred  with  certainty  on  that 
subject.  The  present  proposed  rise  waa 
out  of  all  proportioDf  when  compared 
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with  former  rises  in  the  importation  price. 
In  former  times  the  legislature  had  gone 
about  this  subject  with  great  caution.    It 
was  true  the  rise  in  1804  was  from  48«.  to 
6S«.  the  quarter;   but  then  it  had  been 
reduced  in  1794  from  34«.  to  48«.  having 
from   1761  to  1794  been  as  high  as  54s. 
An  advance  of  9s.  a  quarter  was  consi* 
dered  as  a  great  step  formerly ;    but  the 
present  advance  from  63s-  to  80i,  being 
17s.  was  no  less  than  33/.  per  cent,  on  the 
article  of  subsistence,  which  was  the  rule 
of  labour  throughout  the  country.'    He 
could  not  help  referring  to  the,  evidence 
of   the  two  Mr.  Scotts,  one  of  them  a 
member  of  the  House,  and  the  father  one 
of  the  best  agricalturists  in  the  country* 
Mr.  Scott,  sen.  guarded  himself,  as  the 
surveyors  had  done,  in  fixing  the  price 
according  to  the  present  state  of  rents, 
wages,  and  taxes.    In  the  present  state  of 
things,  when   labour  and  taxes  had  al* 
ready  been  reduced,  and  whej;}  rent  might 
also  be  reduced,  ought  this  high  sum  of 
60is.  to  be  still  persisted  in?  He  should  be 
•orry  that  a  vote  of  this  kind  should  pass 
without  its  standing  on  the  Journals,  that 
such  an  Amendment  as  the  present  was 
proposed ;  because  he  was  convinced,  the 
day  would  soon  come,  when  those  who 
might  carry  a  higher  sum  would  find  out 
their  mistake,  and  be  glad  to  return  to 
what  they  had   formerly  rejected.     The 
hon.    gentleman  concluded    by  moving 
that  *  72s.'  should  be  inserted  instead  of 
'801.* 

Mr.  Uuskision  complimented  the  hon. 
member  on  the  .candour  which  he  bad 
displayed  in  the  statements  which  he  had 
just  delivered.  What  principally  induced 
him  to  differ  with  the  hon.  gentleman  waS| 
that  he  had  rather  assumed  certain  propo** 
sitions  than  attempted  to  prove  them.  He 
|iad  assumed,  for  instance,  that  the  im« 
portation  price  would  necessarily  be  the 
market  price.  This  proposition  was  com^ 
pletely  controverted  by  facts,  and  by  the 
present  state  of  things.  During  the  last 
year,  and  1813,  with  no  foreign  importa« 
Uon,  the  price  was  as  low  as  67s.  Sup* 
posing  an  importation  price  of  80i.  to  have 
lieen  then  fixed,  what  effect  could  this,  he 
would  ask,  have  had  on  the  price  in  the 
market?  The  hon.  gentleman  had  not 
gone  at  length  into  the  evidence,  and  in 
this  he  would  follow  his  example.  One 
of  the  witnesses  principally  relied  on  by 
gentlemen  who  took  the  other  side  of  the 
question,  was  Mr  Maxwell.  With  the 
highest  idea  of  Mr»  Maxwell,  it  was  mat* 
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terial  to  observe,  that  in  answer  to  the 
question  respecting  the  circumstances  he 
took  into  consideration  in  fixing  rent,  he 
stated  that  his  practice  in  valuing  land 
since  1801  had  ceased,  except  on  very 
particular  occasions.  This  was  three  years 
prior  to  1804,  when  the  importation  price 
was  carried  up  to  63s.  Another  of  the 
witnesses,  Mr.  Crabtree,  ought  hardly  to 
have  been  considered  as  in  favour  of  the 
other  side.  He  had  stated  that  the  farmer 
might  be  able  to  manage  at  201.  a  load, 
that  was  80f.  a  quarter  ;  but  then  he  ad- 
mitted that  he  would  not  at  this  price  be 
able  to  keep  all  bis  lands  in  tillage,  at 
present  so  employed.  The  right  hon.  gen« 
tleman  continued  at  considerable  length 
to  comment  on  the  evidence,  in  order  to 
show  the  fallacy  of  the  assertion  on  the 
opposite  side,  that  if  the  original  resolu- 
tions were  carried  into  efiect,  corn  would 
never  be  below  80s.  a  quarter;  and  he 
ridiculed  the  supposition  that  a  monopoly 
could  by  possibility  exist  in  that  article 
among  the  large  body  of  farmers  and 
dealers  in  the  kingdom.  Of  this  he  was 
persuaded*  that  unless  the  resolutions  were 
maintained  up  to  80i.  those  who  were  now 
the  most  clamorous  against  the  measare, 
and  for  whose  interest  it  was  as  much 
calculated  as  for  the  interest  of  any  other 
class  of  the  community,  would  deeply 
lament  it. 

Mr.  Rote  entered  into  a  statement  of 
the  opinions  of  different  witnesses,  in 
proof  that  the  highest  price  ought  to  be 
80s.  though  some  of  them  thought  that 
75s.  would  be  a  good  protecting  price  for 
the  farmer.  From  the  whole  of  their  rea« 
soning,  however,  he  was  inclined  to  con* 
tend  for  8Us. 

Mr.  W*  Smith  was  of  opinioD,  that  the 
agricultural  interest  was  the  great  and 
paramount  interest  of  the  country^  end  the 
home  market  the  most  important  for  trade 
and  manufactures.  Yet  the  difficoltiee 
with  which  the  country  must  necessarily 
have  to  struggle  for  some  time  to  come, 
eould  only  Im  conquered  by  every  clase 
of  society  participating  in  the  hurtbenat 
and  the  landholders  equally  with  the  rest. 
Being  of  opinion,  that  fixing  the  price  at 
80s.  would  have  the  effect  of  keeping  corn 
up  at  thai  price,  he  should  vote  for  the 
amendment  The  hon.  member  spoke  for 
some  time  in  illustraiion  of  this  opinion, 
and  combated  many  of  the  arguments 
that  had  been  urged  by  diflerent  gentle* 
men  under  a  contrary  persuasion. 
Mr^  r€cl  said,  that  the  production  of 
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corn  was  the  maou  Facta  re  oF  Ireland  as 
much  as  the  manufacture  of  linen ;  and 
ererv  argument  in  support  of  the  latter, 
would  equally  apply  to  the  former,  Ire- 
land had  a  claim  to  our  protection  beyond 
any  foreign  country.  We  ought  not  to 
shut  oar  doors  on  her«  but  afford  her  that 
protection  which  she  had  given  to  us 
when  we  most  required  it. 

Mr.  Baring  would  not  trouble  the  House 
at  that  late  hour  with  a  word  upon  the  ge- 
neral principle^  but  simply  as  to  the  fit- 
ness of  price.  On  the  former  discussion, 
no  person  had  shewn  the  necessity  of 
fixing  it  at  SOi. ;  but  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Hoskisson)  had  now  stood  forward 
as  the  champion  who  should  prove,  that 
the  farmer  could  not  be  protected  ander 
that  sum.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  given  great 
offence  for  speaking  plainly  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  rent;  but  taking  a  farm  at  1,000/. 
a  year,  and  lowering  it  to  6001  to  say  that 
the  farmer  could  not  then  afford  to  sell  his 
corn  cheaper,  was  complete  sophistry.  He 
thought  the  House  should  <touch  the  ques- 
tion of  price  with  as  much  delicacy  as  that 
of  rent  There  were  no  less  than  four  out 
of  the  sixteen  witnesses,  who  were  agricul- 
turists, who  stated  their  opinion  that  the 
price  should  be  under  80r.  That  sum  was 
formed  upon  the  supposition  that  rent  and 
taxes  would  continue  the  same;  but  if 
those  charges  were  to  be  reduced,  they 
admitted  that  80s.  was  beyond  the  price 
which  was  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
the  farmer.  He  concluded  with  declaring, 
that  he  would  oppose  the  original  proposi- 
tions in  every  stage  of  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  Pde  Carew  preferred  the  original 
Resolutions,  as  being  fair  and  beneficial 
towards  Ireland. 

Mr.  Stum  was  of  a  similar  opinion. 

The  House  divided  : 

For  the  Amendment 35 

Against  it 154 

Majority  in  favour  of  80<...  — -119 

The  sobsequent  Resolutions  of  the  com- 
mittee were  then  agreed  to;  and  leave 
was  ffiven  to  bring  in  a  Bill  upon  the  said 
ReaoTotions. 
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State  of  the  Silver  Currency.]  Mr. 
GretifeU,  seeing  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  his  place,  thought  this  a  fit  time 
to  ask  him  a  question,  before  the  House 
proceeded  to  dispose  of  a  measure  now  in 
progress  respecting  the  currency  of  Ire- 


land. He  wished  to  know  if  it  was  in  the 
contemplation  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
to  take  any  steps  to  improve  the  silver 
circulating  medium  of  this  country— he 
particularly  referred  to  the  depreciated 
state  of  the  shillings  and  sixpences.  His 
reason  for  asking  this  question  now  was, 
that  at  present,  to  his  knowledge,  a  great 
importation  of  the  silver  coin  of  France 
was  constantly  taking  place,  and  the  silver 
thus  brought  into  the  country  was  forced 
into  circulation  as  shillings  and  sixpences; 
and  he  thought  it  too  much  that  the  people 
of  England  should  be  placed  in  a  situatioa 
that  compelled  them  to  receive  the  depre- 
ciated currency  of  another  country,  at  a 
loss  of  at  least  10  per  cent.  He  recom- 
mended the  adoption  of  a  measure  to  re- 
medy this  evil,  similar  to  that  which  had 
been  resorted  to  some  years  ago,  which 
had  furnished  the  nation  with  a  supply  of 
Rood  copper  coin.  The  same  course  which 
had  been  pursued  on  that  occasion,  might 
successfully  be  acted  upon  at  present,  and 
he  would  propose  that  the  attendant  ex- 
pense should  be  met  in  the  same  way.  It 
was  his  opinion  that  the  expense  of  re- 
forming the  silver  coin  would  not  be  felt 
more  by  the  nation,  than  tbat  to  which 
they  had  been  subjected  when  the  new 
copper  coinage  was  first  produced. 

The  CkanosUor  qf  the  Exchequer  waa 
sure  his  hon.  friend  would  be  disposed  to 
believe  that  ministers  would  not  at  all  re- 
pine at  having  their  attention  drawn  to 
this  important  subject.  The  evil  referred 
to  was  one  which  it  would  be  most  de- 
sirable to  remedy.  He  felt  thir;  but  at 
the  same  time  he  also  felt  that  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  state  of  the  silver  currency, 
was  one  of  greater  difficulty,  as  well  as 
ffreater  importance,  than  that  which  had 
formerly  been  brought  under  the  consi- 
deration of  government,  when  a  change 
was  contemplated  with  respect  to  the 
copper.  The  copper  monies  in  circula- 
tion had  only  been  regarded  as  tokens, 
and  were  not,  like  the  silver  coin,  issued 
according  to  a  regulated  standard,  by  law 
established.  Be^re  a  change  in  the  silver 
circulating  medium  were  attempted,  his 
opinion  was,  that  it  would  be  proper  to 
restore  our  currency  of  gold.  Without 
this,  he  could  not  hope  for  any  great  be- 
nefit from  an  alteration  of  the  silver  ;  but, 
the  circulation  of  gold  once  restored,  it 
would  be  of  great  importance  that  the 
silver  should  be  recovered  from  the  depre- 
ciation into  which  it  had  fallen.  In  this 
situation  of  things,  the  best  expedient  that 
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with  former  rises  ia  the  importation  price. 
In  former  times  the  legisUtare  bad  gone 
about  this  subject  with  great  caution.  It 
was  true  the  rise  in  1804  was  from  48«.  to 
6S«»  the  quarter;  but  then  it  bad  been 
reduced  in  1794  from  34«.  to  48«.  having 
from  1761  to  1794  been  as  high  as  34*. 
An  advance  of  9^  a  quarter  was  consi* 
dered  as  a  great  step  formerly ;  but  the 
present  advance  from  QSi*  to  80|.  being 
]7«.  was  no  less  than  33/.  per  cent,  on  the 
article  of  sobsistencef  which  was  the  rule 
of  labour  tbrotighont  the  country.'  He 
could  not  help  referring  to  the  evidence 
of  the  two  Mr.  Scotts.  one  of  them  a 
member  of  the  House,  and  the  father  one 
of  the  best  agriculturists  in  the  country^ 
Mr.  Scott,  sen.  guarded  himself,  as  the 
surveyors  had  done,  in  fixing  the  price 
according  to  the  present  state  of  rents, 
wages,  and  taxes.  In  the  present  state  of 
things,  when  labour  and  taxes  had  al* 
ready  been  reduced,  and  whej^  rent  might 
also  be  reduced,  ought  this  high  sum  of 
gOs.  to  be  still  persisted  in  ?  He  should  be 
aorry  that  a  vote  of  this  kind  should  pass 
without  its  standing  on  the  Journals,  that 
such  an  Amendment  as  the  present  was 
proposed ;  because  he  was  convinced,  the 
day  would  soon  come,  when  those  who 
might  carry  a  higher  sum  would  find  out 
their  mistake,  and  be  glad  to  return  to 
what  they  had  formerly  rejected.  The 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  moving 
^hat  '  12$.*  should  be  inserted  instead  of 
'80f.* 

Mr.  Uushissan  complimented  the  hon. 
member  on  the  candour  which  he  had 
displayed  in  the  statements  which  he  had 
just  delivered.  What  principally  induced 
him  to  differ  with  the  hon.  gentleman  waS| 
that  he  had  rather  assumed  certain  propo<* 
iltions  than  attempted  to  prove  them.  He 
|iad  assumed,  for  instance,  that  the  im* 
portation  price  would  necessarily  be  the 
market  price*  This  proposition  was  com- 
pletely controverted  by  facts,  and  by  the 
present  state  of  things.  During  the  last 
year,  and  1813,  with  no  foreign  importa« 
tion,  the  price  was  as  low  as  67«.  Sup* 
posing  an  importation  price  of  80i.  to  have 
lieen  then  fixed,  what  effect  could  this,  he 
would  ask,  have  bad  on  the  price  in  the 
market?  The  hon.  gentleman  had  not 
gone  at  length  into  the  evidence,  and  in 
this  he  would  follow  his  example.  One 
of  the  witnesses  principally  relied  on  by 
gentlemen  who  took  the  other  side  of  the 
question,  was  Mr.  Maxwell.  With  the 
highest  idea  of  Mr.  Maxwell,  it  was  ma« 
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terial  to  observe,  that  in  answer  to  the 
question  respecting  the  circumstances  he 
took  into  consideration  in  fixing  rent,  he 
stated  that  his  practice  in  valuing  land 
since  1801  had  ceased,  except  on  very 
particular  occasions.  This  was  three  years 
prior  to  1804,  when  the  importation  price 
was  carried  up  to  63«.  Another  of  the 
witnesses,  Mr.  Crabtree,  ought  hardly  to 
have  been  considered  as  in  favour  of  the 
other  side.  He  had  stated  that  the  farmer 
might  be  able  to  manage  at  20i.  a  load, 
that  was  80f.  a  quarter  ;  but  then  he  ad- 
mitted that  he  would  not  at  this  price  be 
able  to  keep  all  his  lands  in  tillage,  at 
present  so  employed.  The  right  hon.  gen« 
tieman  continued  at  considerable  length 
to  comment  on  the  evidence,  in  order  to 
show  the  fallacy  of  the  assertion  on  the 
opposite  side,  that  if  the  original  reaolu- 
tions  were  carried  into  efiect,  corn  would 
never  be  below  80t.  a  quarter;  and  he 
ridiculed  the  supposition  that  a  monopoly 
could  by  possibility  exist  in  that  article 
among  the  large  body  of  farmers  and 
dealers  in  the  kingdom.  Of  this  he  was 
persuaded,  that  unless  the  resolutions  were 
maintained  up  to  SOs,  those  who  were  now 
the  most  clamorous  against  the  measure, 
and  for  whose  interest  it  was  as  much 
calculated  as  for  the  interest  of  any  other 
class  of  the  community,  would  deeply 
lament  it. 

Mr.  Roie  entered  into  a  statement  of 
the  opinions  of  different  witnesses,  in 
proof  that  the  highest  price  ought  to  be 
80s.  though  some  of  them  thought  that 
75f.  would  be  a  good  protecting  price  for 
the  farmer.  From  the  whole  oftheir  rea- 
soning, however,  he  was  inclined  to  con* 
tend  for  8U«. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  was  of  opinioD,  that  the 
agricdltural  interest  was  the  great  and 
paramount  interest  of  the  country^  and  the 
home  market  the  most  important  for  trade 
and  manufactures.  Yet  the  difficoitiee 
with  which  the  country  must  necessarily 
have  to  struggle  for  some  time  to  come, 
could  only  be  conquered  by  every  class 
of  society  participating  in  the  burthens, 
and  the  landholders  equally  with  the  rest. 
Being  of  opinion,  that  fixing  the  price  at 
80s.  would  have  the  efiect  of  keeping  corn 
up  at  thai  price,  he  should  vote  for  the 
amendment  The  hon.  member  spoke  for 
some  time  in  illustration  of  this  opinion, 
and  combated  many  of  the  arguments 
that  had  been  urged  by  difierent  gentle* 
men  under  a  contrary  persuasion. 

Mr^  i^l  uii,  that  the  production  of 
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corn  was  the  manufacture  of  Ireland  as 
mach  as  the  manufacture  of  linen;  and 
ererv  argument  in  support  of  the  latter, 
would  equally  apply  to  the  former.  Ire- 
land had  a  claim  to  our  protection  beyond 
any  foreign  country.  We  ouebt  not  to 
shut  our  doors  on  her«  but  afFord  her  that 
protection  which  she  had  given  to  us 
when  we  most  required  it. 

Mr.  Baring  would  not  trouble  the  House 
at  that  late  hour  with  a  word  upon  the  ge- 
neral principle,  but  simply  as  to  the  fit- 
ness of  price.  On  the  former  discussion, 
no  person  had  shewn  the  necessity  of 
fixing  it  at  805. ;  but  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Huskisson)  had  now  stood  forward 
as  the  champion  who  should  prove,  that 
the  farmer  could  not  be  protected  under 
that  sum.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  given  great 
offence  for  speaking  plainly  upon  the  sub* 
ject  of  rent;  but  taking  a  farm  at  1,000/. 
a  year,  and  lowering  it  to  6001  to  say  that 
the  farmer  could  not  then  afford  to  sell  his 
corn  cheaper,  was  complete  sophistry.  He 
thought  the  House  should  touch  the  ques- 
tion of  price  with  as  much  delicacy  as  that 
of  rent  There  were  no  less  than  four  out 
of  the  sixteen  witnesseSy  who  were  agricol- 
larists,  who  stated  their  opinion  that  the 
price  should  be  under  80r.  That  sum  was 
formed  upon  the  supposition  that  rent  and 
taxes  would  continue  the  same;  but  if 
those  charges  were  to  be  reduced,  they 
admitted  that  80t.  was  beyond  the  price 
which  wu  neceuary  for  the  protection  of 
the  farmer.  He  concluded  with  declaring, 
that  he  would  oppose  the  original  proposi- 
tions in  every  stage  of  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  Pole  Carew  preferred  the  original 
Resolutions,  as  being  fair  and  beneficial 
towards  Ireland. 

Mr.  Stum  was  of  a  similar  opinion. 

The  House  divided : 

For  the  Amendment. .•...,..     35 

Against  it 154 

SUjority  in  favour  of  80<...  -—119 

The  subsequent  Resolutions  of  the  com- 
mittee were  then  agreed  to ;  and  leave 
was  ffiven  to  bring  in  a  Bill  upon  the  said 
ReaoTotions, 
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State  of  the  Silver  C  u  erbnc y.  ]  Mr. 
GretifeU,  seeing  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer in  his  place,  thought  this  a  fit  time 
to  ask  him  a  question,  before  the  House 
proceeded  to  dispose  of  a  measure  now  in 
progress  respecting  the  currency  of  Ire- 


land. He  wished  to  know  if  it  was  in  the 
contemplation  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
to  take  any  steps  to  improve  the  silver 
circulating  medium  of  this  country— he 
particularly  referred  to  the  depreciated 
state  of  the  shillings  and  sixpences.  His 
reason  for  asking  this  question  now  was, 
that  at  present,  to  his  knowledge,  a  great 
importation  of  the  silver  coin  of  France 
was  constantly  taking  place,  and  the  silver 
thus  brought  into  the  country  was  forced 
into  circulation  as  shillings  and  sixpences  ; 
and  he  thought  it  too  much  that  the  people 
of  England  should  be  placed  in  a  situatioa 
that  compelled  them  to  receive  the  depre- 
ciated currency  of  another  country,  at  a 
loss  of  at  least  10  per  cent.  He  recom- 
mended the  adoption  of  a  measure  to  re- 
medy this  evil,  similar  to  that  which  had 
been  resorted  to  some  years  ago,  which 
had  furnished  the  nation  with  a  supply  of 
Rood  copper  coin.  The  same  course  which 
had  been  pursued  on  that  occasion,  might 
successfully  be  acted  upon  at  present,  and 
he  would  propose  that  the  attendant  ex- 
pense should  be  met  in  the  same  way.  It 
was  his  opinion  that  the  expense  of  re- 
forming the  silver  coin  would  not  be  felt 
more  by  the  nation,  than  tbat  to  which 
they  had  been  subjected  when  the  new 
copper  coinage  was  first  produced. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Excheqiter  W9a 
sure  his  hon.  friend  would  be  disposed  to 
believe  that  ministers  would  not  at  all  re- 
pine at  having  their  attention  drawn  to 
this  important  subject.  The  evil  referred 
to  was  one  which  it  would  be  most  de- 
sirable to  remedy.  He  felt  tbi» ;  but  at 
the  same  time  he  also  felt  that  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  state  of  the  silver  currency, 
was  one  of  greater  difficulty,  as  well  as 
ffreater  importance,  than  that  which  had 
formerly  been  brought  under  the  consi- 
deration of  government,  when  a  change 
was  contemplated  with  respect  to  the 
copper.  The  copper  monies  in  circula- 
tion had  only  been  regarded  as  tokens, 
and  were  not,  like  the  silver  coin,  issued 
according  to  a  regulated  standard,  by  law 
established.  Be^re  a  change  in  the  silver 
circulating  medium  were  attempted,  his 
opinion  was,  that  it  would  be  proper  to 
restore  our  currency  of  gold.  Without 
this,  he  could  not  hope  for  any  great  be- 
nefit from  an  alteration  of  the  silver  ;  but, 
the  circulation  of  gold  once  restored,  it 
would  be  of  great  importance  that  the 
silver  should  be  recovered  from  the  depre- 
ciation into  which  it  had  fallen.  In  this 
situation  of  things,  the  best  expedient  that 
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hail  been  thought  of,  was  to  use  Bank 
tokens,  and  this  had  remedied  some  of  the 
inconTeniences  complained  of;  but  the 
whole  could  not  be  altogether  removed, 
till  the  circulation  of  gold  was  restored. 
Without  being  able  to  reform  our  own 
silver  currency  at  present,  he  thought  it 
might  be  practicable  to  prevent  foreign 
money  from  circulating  in  this  country. 
This,  on  giving  some  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, he  was  inclined  to  think  might  be 
effected.  On  this  head  he  should  be  happy 
to  receive  any  additional  hints  from  his 
hon.  friend,  or  from  other  hon.  gentlemen, 
and  he  was  sorry,  that,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, he  could  not  pledge  himself  to  any 
course  of  action,  till  the  question  had  re- 
ceived further  consideration. 

Mr.  GroifeU  thought  Bank  tokens,  re- 
presenting shillings  and  sixpences,  would 
be  of  great  service  in  the  present  situation 
of  the  country ;  and  he  now  gave  notice, 
that  if  some  such  measure  were  not  brought 
forward  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, he  would  shortly  submit  a  proposi- 
tion to  that  effect  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House. 

Corn  Bill.]  Mr.  Frederick  Robinson 
presented  a  Bill  to  amend  the  laws  now  in 
force  for  regulating  the  Importation  of 
Com;  and  the  same  was  read  the  first 
tique.  On  the  motion,  that  it  be  read  a 
second  time  on  Friday, 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikuu  requested  to  know 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  to  make  any  alteration, 
which  mi^ht  give  an  opening  by  which 
the  difienng  parties  might  have  a  chance 
to  meet  in  their  mutual  endeavoura  to 
establish  that  which  each  thought  for  the 
public  welfare.  He  wished  sincerely  to 
ascertain,  whether  a  mediatory  measure 
could  not  be  agreed  upon,  by  which  the 
present  jarring  ideas  q(  gentlemen  on 
either  side  might  be  brought  more  into 
unison.  He  was  not  a  man  who  would 
lend  himself  either  to  popular  fear  or 
popular  favour ;  but  in  a  question  of  such 
vast  importance,  he  would  certainly  be 
happy  to  see  the  House  come  to  some  kind 
of  accommodation,  by  adopting  some  of  the 
lower  prices,  instead  of  adhering  obsti- 
nateljr  to  those  higher  ones,  which  had 
certamly  been  voted  by  great  majorities. 
He  threw  out  these  suggestions  for  the 
consideration  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
opposite,  whose  personal  credit  might  be 
said  to  be  at  stake  in  this  proceeding. 

Mr.  Robinsm  replied^  that  it  was  obvious 
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that  in  the  present  stage  of  the  proceeding 
nothing  could  be  done  as  to  the  sum  which 
should  be  made  the  protecting  price.  -He 
had  already  stated  that  sum  which,  to  the 
best  of  his  judgment,  appeared  most  likely 
to  effect  the  object  in  view.  If,  when  the 
Bill  was  committed,  the  committee  should 
prefer  another  sum,  they  were  perfectly 
competent  to  adopt  it :  but  not  having 
himself  heard  any  thing  during  the  late 
discussions  to  induce  him  to  change  his 
opinion,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  he 
should  recommend  the  adoption  of  any 
other  sum  than  that  which  he  had  already 
named.  As  to  the  question  of  personal 
credit,  he  did  not  consider  his  personal 
credit  at  all  at  stake  in  the  present  ques- 
tion. He  had  iindertaken  the  doty  per- 
sonally, a  painful  one  to  him,  of  bringing 
the  subject  forward ;  it  was  for  parliament 
to  determine  upon  it. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkifu  said,  that  there 
had  appeared  on  the  preceding  evening  a 
feeling  in  the  House  favourable  to  76s. 
being  named  as  the  protecting  price.  Had 
such  a  proposition  been  submitted  to  the 
House  then,  he  thought  it  very  likely  to 
have  been  agreed  to.  He  thought  it  mlKbC 
be  well  to  make  that  the  price  at  which 
corn  migh't  be  imported,  or  to  make  72f. 
the  price,  with  a  duty  attaching  to  the 
foreign  corn  brought  into  the  country. 

Mr.  Lockhart  could  not  allow  that  there 
was  a  popular  opinion  or  fury  against  the 
Bill.  On  the  contrary,  he  was  persuaded 
that  the  general  sentiment,  even  in  com* 
mercial  towns,  was  in  favour  of  the  mea- 
sure, particularly  in  those  towns  in  the 
midland  counties,  which  he  was  in  the 
habit  of  visiting,  and  in  which  it  was 
generally  believed  that  some  measure  on 
the  subject  was  absolutely  necessary.  He 
denied  that  the  sole  object  of  the  Bill  was 
to  meet  the  feelings  of  the  agricultural  in« 
(erest:  its  grand  aim  was  to  prevent  those 
great  fluctuations  of  price  to  which  corn 
had  for  some  years  been  liable,  by  giving 
such  a  stimulus  to  the  grower  as  would 
induce  him  to  employ  his  capital  in  the 
creation  of  a  regular  and  adequate  supply. 

Lord  LoMctlla  said,  he  had  voted  on  the 
preceding  night  for  80s.  as  the  protecting 
price,  but  he  had  only  voted  for  thif  in 
opposition  to  the  72s.  which  bad  been 
proposed »  He  stated  this,  that  his  con- 
duct might  not  be  considered  inconsistent 
if  he  voted  for  any  price  between  them, 
that  might  be  proposed  in  the  progress  of 
the  Bill. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  thought  that  the  sug- 
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gestioo  of  the  worthy  tMefman  was  cnti* 
tied  to  great  attention.  He  had  already 
espreMed  his  own  opinton>  which  re- 
mained unchanged,  althoogh  he  was  wil« 
ling  to  bow  to  the  superior  judgment  of 
the  House.  But  he  could  not  avoid  saying* 
tbaty  in  his  opinion,  a  bounty  on  the  im* 
portation  of  com,  when  the  price  was  high, 
would  be  by  far  a  more  preferable  mea- 
sure, than  the  one  embraced  by.the  Bill. 

Mr.  Alderman  C.  Smiih  denied  the  truth 
of  the  assertion  made  by  an  hon*  gentle* 
man,  that  in  mercantile  towns  the  general 
opinion  was  faToorable  to  the  proposed 
alteration. 

General  Gateoj/im  contended,  that,  as 
the  measure  stood,  there  was  but  one  opi- 
nion upon  the  subject,  and  that  was  an 
adverse  one*  No  petition  had  been  put 
into  his  bands  by  his  constituents,  because, 
aware  of  the  general  hostility  towards  the 
proposedalteration,andof  the  conciliatory 
disposition  of  his  Majesty's  government, 
they  did  not  conceive  that  such  a  petition 
could  be  requisite.  In  a  short  time,  how- 
ever, petitions  wouM  be  poured  in,  not 
only  from  Lancashire,  but  from  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  against  the  Bill.  Althoogh 
he  would  not  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
upon  the  present  motion,  he  pledged  him- 
self to  let  no  other  stage  of  Ihe  measure 
pass  without  doing  so. 

Mr.  FM0y  thought  that  if  the  protect- 
ing price  were  75f.  or  I6s.  it  would  meet 
with  the  approbation  of  the  manufacturing 
and  commercial  inter^su. 

Mr.  Borti^  said,  it  was  pretty  well 
known  to  ministers  that  a  strong  feeling 
against  this  measure  existed  in  the  country. 
In  some  parts  of  Lancashire  it  appeared 
rising  to  an  alarming  height.  The  general 
irritation  would  not  be  allayed  by  hurry- 
ing the  measure  through  the  House.  He 
thought  it  would  be  but  decent  to  give 
time  for  petitions  to  be  presented  for  and 
against  it.  This  was  a  suifficient  argument 
for  not  proceeding  to  the  second  reading 
on  Friday.  He  therefore  moved,  as  an 
amendment,  that  the  Bill  should  be  read  a 
second  time  on  Friday  se'nnight 

Mr.  Fetir  Moore  said,  he  had  that  very 
day  received  a  letter  from  his  constituents 
at  Coventry,  in  which  they  stated,  that 
afVer  the  very  numerous  petitions  poured 
into  the  House  against  this  measure  in  the 
course  of  the  last  session,  they  could  not, 
but  with  difficulty,  bring  themselves  to 
believe,  that  the  same  House  of  Commons 
would  seriously  attempt  to  bring  forward 
the  same  measure  at  the  present  period, 
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much  Ihss  that  they  would  attempt  to 
hurry  the  Bill  through  the  House.*  Find- 
ing, however,  that  they  had  been  mistaken 
on  that  head,  he  might  rely  on  it,  there 
would  be  one  or  more  petitions  from  that 
great  manufacturing  city,  fully  ezpresiiog 
their  opinions  against  any  such  measure 
being  adopted  at  present;  and  they  bad 
no  doubt,  but  they  should  be  joined  by 
every  manufactming  town  and  city  in  the 
country.  For  bis  own  part,  he  should 
be  glad  to  know  whether  this  measure 
really  emanated  from  bis  Majesty's  minis- 
ters as  composing  the  government  of  the 
country,  or  whether  it  was  the  measure 
onl^  of  a  single  individual  of  their  body. 
This  Question,  if  viewed  in  its  proper  light» 
should  be  taken  as  a  matter  of  private 
business,  like  an  inelosure  bill,  a  canal 
bili^  &c.;  and  in  every  such  matter  of 
Mctun  and  iMan,  ministers  had  in  general 
thought  it  proper  to  withdraw  themselves 
—to  stand  aloof,  and  to  leave  the  partiea 
concerned  in  the  premises  to  contend  the 
matter  among  themselves.  But,  in  the 
present  instance,  government  had  inter- 
fered With  their  overwhelming  interest, 
and  had  joined  the  landholders  with  all 
their  might,  to  enable  them  to  carry  a 
measure,  which,  if  so  carried,  was  neither 
more  nor  less  than  levying  an  extraordi- 
nary tax  on  the  major  part  of  the  com- 
munityv  This  was,  in  his  opinion,  highly 
unconstitutional,  and  contrary  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  House ;  for  it  was  taxing  one 
set  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  for  the  benefit 
of  another  set,  instead  of  the  good  old 
principle,  that  all  should  be  taxed  alike, 
allowing  for  their  different  gradations  in 
society.  If  we  must  k>e  taxed  to  the 
amount  of  forty  millions,  let  it  be  done 
equally,  in  a  fair,  open,  and  bold  manner; 
but  do  not  let  particular  classes  be  penned 
up  like  sheep  In  a  fold»  to  be  fattened, -or 
leaned,  or  starv^,  according  to  the  will 
and  pleasure  of  ministers  and  their  ad« 
herents. 

Sir  John  SAHghi  observed,  that  if  ha 
thought  the  elect  of  the  present  measure 
would  be  to  raise  the  price  of  bread,  he 
would  not  support  it.  It  was  impossible 
that  the  agricultural  interest  could  be  so 
stupidly  ignorant  as  not  to  perceive  that 
their  good  was  intimately  connected  with 
our  comnsercial  prospenty*  The  ot^ect  ' 
the  landed  proprietor  must  have  in  view 
was  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country ; 
and  short*sighted,  indeed,  vrould  that  po- 
licy be,  which  was  calculated  to  depress 
any  class  of  the'commanity.    Instead  of 
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tfais  measure  raising  the  price  of  bread 
from  U.  Sd.  to  U.  6<f.«  he  was  convinced 
the  higher  the  protecting  price  was,  the 
lower  would  the  average  price  be  to  the 
'  consumer. 

Mr.  Grenfell  thought  that  this  measure 
would  not  have  the  effect  of  rendering 
the  people  dependent  on  the  land-owners 
for  their  food,  as  was  contended  by  that 
hon.  member  for  Coventry ;  but  that  it 
would  have  the  efFeet  of  making  them  in-; 
dependent  of  all  foreign  supply* 

Mr.  Manyait  rose  to  express  the  satis- 
faction he  should  feel«  if  any  proposition 
for  adopting  a  medium  price  between  72s. 
and  80s.  should  be  made  by  the  noble 
Iprd  who  had  alluded  to  this  subject  (lord 
Lascelles),  or  soma  otl^er  great  landed 
proprietor.  Such  a  proposition  would 
come  with  a  better  grace  from  one  of  the 
landed  proprietors,  than  from  any  person 
connected  with  commerce  or  manufac« 
tures.      They   had    ahready   sufficiently 

S roved  their  power  in  the  House,  and  he 
oped  they  would  now  also  shew  their 
moderatioA.  Unless  some  measure  of 
this  kind  were  to  be  brought  forward,  he 
would  support  the  amendment. 

On  the  Speaker's  ordering  strangers  to 
withdraw^  previous  to  a  division,  there  ap- 
peared a  disinclination  on  the  part  of  se- 
veral members  to  divide* 

Mr.  C  Calveri  declared,  that  those  he 
represented  were  unanimouiBly  against  the 
measure^  and  Aated  it  to  be  his  determi- 
nation to  take  the*  sense  of  the  House  dn 
the  question  nOw  under  consideration. 

Sir  Gilberi  Heaiheote  said,  he  had  never 
yet  taken  any  part  in  this  question ;  but 
having  come  to  the  House  on  another 
business,  he  was  forced  to  take  some  part 
now.  He  could  not  help  thinking  that  a 
delay  of  one  weak  eould  not  a^ct  the 
question,  and  might  be  of  great  benefit. 
He.had  not  yet  formed  an  opinion  on  it 
one  wav  or  another,  but  possibly  by  Fri* 
vday  seVinight  he  should  be  able  to  make 
up  his  mind. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gram  said,  if  he  thought 
that  any  considerable  number  of  persons, 
from  the  attention  which  they  might  give 
to  this  question  in  the  course  of  another 
week,  would  be  enabled  to  form  more  ma* 
ture  opinions Tespecting  it  than  they  could 
'at  present  do,  he  should  have  no  difficulty 
in  voting  for  the  amendment;  but,  believ- 
ing that  theaubject  had  been  already  ably, 
amply,  and  extensively  discussed,  and 
knowing  that  it  had  also  been  agiuted  last 
year»  he  could  see  no  utility  for  any  for- 
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ther  delay.  He  wished  to  say  one  word 
as  to  the  petitions  which  had  been  laid 
before  them.  No  man  could  pay  greater 
deference  to  the  opinions  of  the  people 
than  himself,  and  no  man  was  in  general 
more  disinclined  to  take  a  part  contrary 
to  their  wishes:  but  be  conceived  the 
way  in  which  these  petitions  onght  (o  be 
interpreted  was  this:  the  House  were 
called  on  in  them  to  decide  according  to 
the  best  of  their  own  judgments ;  for  if  any 
other  consequence  was  to.be  given  to  these 
petitions,  he  knew  not  what  the  Honse 
were  delegated  there  to  do.  With  the 
utmost  tenderness  for  the  feelings  of  the 
people  on  every  subject  which  deeply 
agitated  them,  he  was  sure  there  was  no 
question  in  which  they  could  form  less 
accurate  opinions  than  on  that  at  present 
before  the  Honse.  It  had  been  said,  that 
this  was  a  question  between  the  landed 
interest  and  manufacturers.  If  there  waa 
a  person  in  the  House  who  could  view  the 
question  in  that  light,  he  would  take  it 
upon  him  to  say,  that  he  was  not  only  one 
of  the  most  perverse,  mischievoua,  and 
unfeeling,  but  also  one  of  the  most  igr  ^rant 
of  mankind.  [Hear,  hear !]  The  interests 
of  the  two  classes  could  not  possibly  be 
separated,  for  they  could  not  go  on  with- 
out the  assistance  of  each  other.  Ho  be* 
lieved  that  every  man  had  already  made 
up  his  mind  one  way  or  another  on  the 
subject,  and  he  did  not  suppose  there  were 
one  half  dozen  members  whose  opinions 
would  be  altered.  The  sooner  the  ques* 
sion  was  set  at  rest  the  better;  and  the 
people  would  ere  long  be  convinced,  that 
the  government  which  had  proposed,  and 
the  persons  who  had  supported  this  mea- 
sure, had  done  their  duty  to  them  by  at* 
tending  to  their  true  interests. 

Mr.  Alderman  C  ^aii^A  supported  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkim  conceived  that 
the  House  could  not  come  to  a  decisioo 
on  this  question  before  knowing  the  most 
correct  principles  on  which  the  averages 
might  be  ascertained.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, the  measure  would  not  be  hurried 
through  the  Honse. 

Sir  /.  Newport  was  against  any  further 
delay,  as  the  general  sense  of  the  House 
had  been  fully  expressed  upon  the  prin* 
ciple  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Cakrafi  said,  an  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  bad  asserted  that  this  question 
had  already  been  most  ably,  amply,  and 
extensively  discussed,  and  that  there  were 
not  half  a  doaen  members  whose  opinions 
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would  be  changed.  Thit  wat  a  pretty 
atoQl  aMertioD.  In  the  divisions  that  had 
already  taken  place»  not  one  half  of  the 
representativei  of  the  people  had  yet 
Toted  on  the  question;  and  he  would 
take  upon  him  to  say,  thai  many  members 
who  had  attended  had  not  yet  voted*  from 
which  it  was  reasonable  to  infer  that  they 
bad  not  yet  made  up  their  minds.  But 
ihisi  surely,  was  a  strange  argument  to  be 
made  use  of  in  that  House.  When  fight- 
ing the  battles  of  the  constitution  and  the 
people,  with  his  hon.  and  right  hon. 
friends  around  bim,  it  was  never  argued, 
when  there  was  a  majority  on  any  mea- 
aure  affecting  the  interests  of  the  commu* 
nity,  ibat  that  was  a  reason  why  no  iar- 
iher  time  should  be  given  for  its  conside- 
ration. He  lamented  that  the  hon.  gen- 
tiemen,  on  whose  bench  he  so  seldom 
appeared,  but  with  whom  he  had  for- 
merly had  the  honour  and  the  happiness 
to  vote,  were  so  changed  as  they  now  ap- 
peared to  be.  A  something  seemed  to 
have  come  over  them,  and  to  have  ob- 
scured their  sight  on  this  occasion,  for 
which  he  could  not  account,  but  which 
he  could  not  but  deeply  regret,  as  it  pre- 
cluded him  from  acting  with  them.  He 
strenuously  opposed  the  Bill,  and  urged 
the  propriety  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wkubrtttd  remarked,  that  though 
he  was  inclined  to  support  the  amend- 
ment, he  must  make  an  observation  on  the 
speech  of  his  hon.  friend  who  had  just 
sat  down.  That  hon.  gentleman  had 
thought  proper  to  attack  the  whole  bench 
of  opposition,  whom  he  professed  his  in- 
tention of  leaving,  at  the  same  moment 
thai  he  me  them  credit  for  the  best  mo- 
tives and  the  most  liberal  opinions.  He 
could  only  say,  that  whenever  the  hon. 
gentleman  might  choose  to  return  amongst 
them,  they  would  be  very  bappy  to  re- 
ceive him ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  he 
hoped  that  in  all  his  attacks  upon  them, 
he  would  be  as  ready  to  eulogize  their 
principles  as  he  had  that  night  shewn 
himself,  at  the  moment  of  abandoning 
their  connexion.  As  to  the  question  be- 
fore the  House,  he  thought  it  advisat>le 
not  to  make  a  show  of  precipitation,  where 
no  precipitation  could  be  intended.  There 
was  no  occasion  for  any  hurry ;  and  there- 
iblre,  though  he  must  allow  that  to  him 
it  did  not  appear  that  fixing  Friday  next 
-was  any  extraordinary  urgency  of  the 
bosineu,  yet  he  conceived  that  a  delay 
-could  not  but  be  useful  where  dispatch 
might  be  liable  to  misiniMwpretatioQ* 
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The  House  divided : 

For  the  Amendment  ....••.•...•...  30 

Against  it lOO 

Majority •••  —79 

iMt  qftht  Minariiy. 

Atkins,  J.  Lambton,  J.  G. 

Baring,  A.  Lubbock,  J. 

Bakington,  T.  Lefevre,  C.  Shaw 

Butterworth,  J.  Marryatt,  Jos. 

Barclay,  Charles  Peel,  sirlt. 

BoUand,  Mr.  Philips,  G. 

Calcraft,  J.  Smith,  W. 

Davis,  H.  Smith,  C. 

Forbes,  C.  Smith,  R. 

Fr^mantle,  W.  H.  Tiemey^  right  hon.  Q. 

Gascoyne,  gen.  Wilbenorce,  W, 

Guise,  sir  W.  Whitbread,  S. 

Gaskill,  B.  White,  M. 
Howorth,  H.  Tellers. 

Heathcote,  sir  O.  Calver^  C. 

Homer,  F.  Moore,  P. 
Keene,W. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be 
read  a  second  time  on  Friday* 

Motion  roa  ah  AnnaBss  aasptcTiN* 
cvaTAiN  Spanish  Subjects  sbmt  pkom 
GiBaALTAR  TO  Cadiz.]  Mr.  WkuhrtaA 
rose  for  the  porpose  of  calling  the  atten* 
tiott  of  the  House  to  the  conduct  of  ge- 
neral Smith  and  sir  James  Doff,  am)  of 
submitting  a  motion  upon  the  subject  to 
the  House,  pursuant  to  his  notice.  He 
commenced  by  observing,  that  whatever 
good  or  evil  might  arise  from  the  discus- 
sion, it  must  be  attributed  to  the  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whose 
recommendation  had  induced  him  to.  sub- 
mit his  opinions  in  the  form  of  a  distinct 
motion.  It  had  originated  in  various 
questions  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  put  to 
ministers  regarding  the  instrumentality  of 
certain  agents  of  this  government  at  Cadis 
and  Gibraltar,  in  forwarding  the  designs 
of  the  infernal  Inquisition,  now  re-esta* 
blished  in  Spain.  In  order  to  explain, 
palliate,  or  justify  the  conduct  of  general 
Smith  and  sir  James  Duflf^  ceruin  doco- 
menu  had  been  laid  upon  the  table,  in 
opposition  to  which  a  sutement  had  been 
published  in  one  of  the  ptfblic  joornalS| 
which  denied  many  material  particulars* 
He  had  required  of  ministers  an  explana- 
tion  or  reconcilement  of  these  discord- 
ances,  when  the  right  boo.  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  declared,  that 
he  much  doubted  whether  earl  Bathurst» 
in  whose  department  the  subject  lay,  was 
bound  in  duty  to  require  from  general 
Smith,  the  governor  of  Gibraltar,  and 
(kom  sir  -  James  Duff,  oar  cooaul  at  Cadix, 
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any  further  details,  to  reconcile  or  coDfirm 
the  contradictions.  Until  that  day,  said 
he,  Mr.  Wh  j^bread  did  not  think  that  there 
had  been  a  man  in  the  House  or  in  the 
country,  who  would  have  attempted  to 
vindicate  or  to  palliate  the  conduct  of  the 
parties  so  disgracefully  concerned*  Ge- 
neral. Campbell  (whose  authority  had  been 
cited  by  general  Smith  as  a  precedent  for 
his  conduct  in  this  transaction)  being  dead, 
and  sir  James  Duff^  from  a^e  and  in- 
firmity, sinking  fast  into  the  grave,  until 
he  was  recommended  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  to  bring  forward  a  dis- 
tinct declaratory  resolution,  Mr*  Whit- 
bread  had  intended  to  have  dropped  the 
matter,  thinking  that  the  notice  that  had 
already  been  taken  of  it  would  be  a  suffi- 
cient warning  for  the  future,  and  some- 
thing like  an  adequate  punishment  for  the 
past.  He  was  now,  therefore,  only  acting 
with  the  consent  of  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  and  be  hoped  by  common  consent 
to  obtain  a  declaration  that  would  release 
Gi;eat  Britain  from  a  most  weighty  impu- 
tation .upon  the  part  she  had  taken  with 
regard  to  the  unfortunate  subjects  of  Old 
and  New  Spain.  From  .the  moment  that 
Ferdinand  7  entered  Spain,  an.  impression 
had  prevailed  (not  upnaturally,  consider- 
ing the  events  that  had  occurred),  that 
this  country  gave  its  approbation  and 
countenance  to  the  measures  of  the  go- 
vernment formed  under  the  restored  king. 
It  would  be  recollected  that  general  Wbit- 
tingham,  an  officer  bearing  an  English 
commission,  and  who  had  been  instru- 
mental in  the  defence  of  Spain  against 
her  enemies,  and  who  had  shared  the 
proud  glories  of  Barrosa,  was  the  roan 
svhp  commanded  the  army,  that,  on  its 
march  into  Madrid,  subverted  the  govern- 
ment of  tiie  Cortes,  for  the  establishment 
of  a  tyranny  more  horrible  and  ferocious 
than  thtf  bloody  reign  of  Robespierre,  and 
completed  an  act  of  royal  ingratitude  the 
most  signal  among  ajl  those  many  acts  of 
ingratitude  with  which  history  branded 
aovereigns.  Ail  Spain  firmly  believed, 
that  were  it  not  for  English  money,  Ferdi- 
nand could  not  niaintain  his  despotic  sys- 
tem against  the  virtuous  indignation  of  bis 
fubjects.  It  was  that  that  had  enabled 
general  Whittingham's  army,  marching 
with  perfidy  inscribed  on  one  side  of  its 
banners*  and  tyranny  on  the  other,  to 
eiiect  the  overthrow  of  the  infant  liberties 
of  iheir  country.  Yet  he  found,  that  on 
the  lOth  of  May,  52,617^  had  been  ad- 
iranced  to  generjii  Whittingham  for  the 
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services  of  that  army  ;  eervices  which  had 
set  Ferdinand  on  the  bloody  throne  which 
he  occupied,  and  from  wmch  it  was  pro- 
bable he  would  speedily  be  hurled.  The 
people  of  Spain  had  besides  seen  the  dnke 
of  Wellineton,  their  deliverer,  who  bad 
received  all  his  titles  and  honours  and  re- 
wards, that  had  been  heaped  upon  him 
with  a  hand  of  lavish  liberality  by  the 
Cortes,  on  th^  enthronement  of  Ferdi- 
nand, at  his  feet  lay  down  those  dignities, 
and  from  his  hand  again  receive  them. 
They  had  beheld  the  British  ambaasador 
at  Madrid,  without  instructions  from  home, 
hasten  toacknowledge  the  re-instated  Sove- 
reign of  Spain,  whom  at  a  distance  the 
suffering  nation  had  adored,  until  by  nearer 
approach  they  had  been  able  to  discern  his 
deformities.  They  had  seen  the  British 
Cabinet  seconding  the  designs  of  this  new 
government  by  the  arrest  of  oboozions  in- 
dividuals, who  had  given  ofience  to  the 
new  tyranny  by  formerly  having  maui- 
tained  the  superiority  of  the  Cortea.  With 
regard  to  the  New  World  also,  the  acu  of 
ministers  in  this  country  had  confirmed 
the  apprehensions  of  the  friends  of  free- 
dom in  Spain  and  its  colonies,  if  colonies 
or  dependencies  they  could  now  be  called, 
that  would  inevitably  be  independent,  if 
the  efibrts  and  prayers  of  all  good  men 
could  be  efiTectoal.  They  imagined^  and 
truly,  that  England,  far  from  remaining 
neuter  in  the  straggle  between  Old  and 
New  Spain,  had  actually  supplied  to  the 
former  arms,  ammanitioo,  and  clothing  for 
the  expedition  that  was  again  to  sotgogate 
the  latter.  Connected  with  this  subject 
was  the  arrest  of  the  four  individnaia  aft 
the  time  general  Campbell  was  governor 
of  Gibraltar,  who  were  now  rotting  in  the 
dungeons  of  Ceuta ;  and  the  conduct  of 
general  Smith  with  respect  to'  the  indivi. 
duals  whose  case  was  now  particalarijr 
before  the  House,  bad  not  a  little  con* 
firmed  the  opinion  prevailing  in  Spain* 
that  the  unhappy  natives  were  abandoned 
to  a  fate  they  had  so  little  merited.^The 
hon.  gentleman  then  adverted  to  the  docu- 
ments laid  upon  the  table  relative  to  thia 
question,  and  particularly  called  the  atten« 
tion  of  the  Hoose  to  the  conduct  of  the 
under  secretary  of  st^te  (Mr.  Goulborn), 
who  only  yesterday  had  commonicaiecl 
to  parliament  an  important  paper,  which, 
however,  was  an  after-thought,  a  new  dia« 
cqvery  of  an  old  convention  in  1704,  be- 
tween general  Rainsford  and  the  Spaniab 
governor,  respecting  the  delivery  of  da* 
serteri,  smug^l^wib  uid  heinoo^  offenders* 
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It  bad,  io  fiKt,  nolhtng  lo  do  with  the  pre- 
sent qoettion,  tad  hftd  ne?er  been  referred 
to  by  lord  Bathartt»  in  the  correspondence, 
M  palliating  or  jostifying  the  conduct  of 
general  Smith  and  sir  James  Doff.  Mr. 
Whitbread  then  proceeded  to  read  to  the 
House  the  letter  of  lord  Batharst  to  general 
Smith,  dated  Jaly  2i,  1814,  calling  for  a 
atatement  of  the  facts  relative  to  the  arrest 
ofM.  Puigblanc,  M.  Correa,  and  others, 
and  expressing  a  hope  that  the  represen- 
tation made  respecting  his  condnct  was 
not  correct.  Well  might  the  noble  lord 
.indulge  in  such  a  hope,  for  until  the  Alien 
Act  passed,  of  which  such  improper  use 
bad  been  made  of  late,  it  was  the  boast  of 
this  eountry  that  freedom  flourished  where- 
ever  the  British  flag  wu  displayed.  The 
hon.  member  went  on  to  detail  the  parti- 
culars in  the  dispatch  of  general  Smith, 
and  the  contradictions  giyen  by  BL  Poig- 
•blanc  with  regard  to  his  entrance  with 
his  companions  into  Gibraltar,  under  fic- 
titious names ;  the  truth  was,  that  they 
had  been  provided  with  passports  under 
the  authority  of  the  governor  of  Cadiz, 
in  their  own  names,  and  countenigncd  by 
air  James  Duff,  the  British  consul.  One 
of  these  passports  Mr.  Whitbread  pro- 
duced to  the  House,  which  had  been  gwen 
to  Don  Miguel  Cabrera,  an  individual  who 
had  eMaped  to  this  country.  Learning, 
however,  of  the  proceedings  tet  Gibraltar, 
and  dreading  the  operation  of  the  Alien 
Act  in  this  country,  he  had  fled  from  this 
land  of  freedom,  *this  asylbm  of  distress, 
as  it  had  been  in  former  times  triumphantly 
called,  to  France,  hoping  there  to  receive 
that  protection  which  in  England  he  could 
not  obtain.  The  truth  was,  therefore, 
that  M.  Puigblanc  did  not  enter  Gibraltar 
tinder  any  concealment;  they  had  the 
permission  of  the  British  and  Spanish  au- 
thoriiies :  sir  James  Duflfknew  it,  and  ret, 
aoon  afterwards,  repenting  of  what  he  had 
done,  in  the  teeth  of  his  own  act,  and  in 
defiance  of  his  own  knowledge,  he  had 
been  guilty  of  the  perfidy  of  making  this 
false  pretence  to  general  Smith,  for  the 
arrest  of  these  unfortunate  persons.  The 
consequence  was,  that  M.  Puigblanc  and 
the  companions  of  his  flight  from  the  fury 
of  their  ioquisitorial  persecutors,  were 
arrested  and  delivered  to  a  Spanish  com* 
oiandant,  and  in  irons  were  conveyed  back 
4o  Cadis,  where  M.  Puigblanc  was  for- 
mally tried,  and  acquitted  of  the  oflence 
charged  ;  at  the  same  time;  however,  he 
was  informed  that  he  mtist  yet  remain,  to 
be  tried  before  another  tribunal— the^in- 


uuiaition.  Having  little  hope  that  he 
should  escape  from  the  fangs  of  that  in- 
human monster,  after  writing  a  memorial 
to  government  (whiqh  was  entrusted  to 
sir  James  Duff,  but  which  Mr*  W.  be* 
lieved  never  arrived),  the  British  consul 
consented  to  his  escape  to  England ;  and 
in  this  country  he  shortly  afterwards  ar* 
rived,  lo  make  known  tlie  persecution  to 
which  he  had  been  made  an  innocent 
victim.  The  hon.  member  then  went  mora 
into  detail  of  the  contents  of  the  papers 
upon  the  table,  repeating  the  accusation 
against  the  British  consul,  that  he  had 
been  guilty  of  gross  perfidy  towards  those 
to  whom  he  had  given  his  official  protec- 
tion ;  and  against  general  Smith,  that  he 
had  forfeited  the  plighted  faith  of  the 
country,  which  until  now  had  been  the 
protection  of  the  injured,  and  the  assertor 
of  the  rights  of  the  oppressed*  Fortu- 
nately all  the  en^nes  of  the  Inquisition 
had  not  at  that  time  been  again  set  at 
work,  and  M.  Poigblanc  made  bis  escape, 
with  which  sir  James  Dufi^  did  not  think 
proper  to  interfere,  and  he  was  now  in 
England,  where  he  and  all  hn  countrymen 
might  live  at  ease,  notwithstanding  the 
apprehension  which  the  conduct  of  the 

governor  of  Gibraltar  had  given  rise  to. 
uch  was  the  eflfect  of  firee  ducussion,  that 
in  spite  of  the  disgraceful  powers  cf  the 
Allen  Act,  in  Great  Britam  they  were 
safe-»ln  Great  Britain  they  were  free* 
M.  Correa,  who  had  been  denounced  by 
sir  James  Duff  on  the  Robeapierrian  prin- 
ciple, as  a  friend  to  persons  who  had  lra« 
duced  the  British  name— as  mmpamni  dfkn 
nuptci  was,  in  fact,  no  author,  nor  had 
ever  published  any  thing. '  He  had  risen 
to  the  rank  of  captain  in  the  Spanish  ser- 
vice, and  had  performed  eminent  personal 
services  in  execution  of  the  commands 
of  the  duke  of  Wellington ;  he  had  two 
sons  who  were  taken  prisoners  by  the 
French  while  fighting  in  the  defence  of 
their  country,  in  whose  cause  they  had 
received,  one  eleven,  the  other  four 
wounds.  He,  when  he  saw  fhe  measures 
pursued  by  Ferdinand,  thousht  that  a  man 
who  had  fought  as  he  had  done,  had  a 
right  to  remonstrate  to  him*  He  aooord- 
ingly  addressed  a  temperate  letter,  in  which 
he  begged  him  to  considef,  that  to  assume 
despotic  power  was  not  the  road  to  insqra 
his  own  happiness  or  that  of  his  subjecli, 
and  implored  him  to  accept  the  limited  mo- 
narchy, and  the  constituuon  of  Spain.  For 
this  crime  he  was  tried  and  sentenced  far  1 0 
years  lo  the  gnlleyt,  and  here  Im  waa  now 
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expiating  that  oflbnce.  Bat  if  any  of  the 
patriots  of  Cadiz,  with  the  fires  of  the  In* 
qaisitioD  dancing  before  their  eyes,  were 
asked,  whether  they  woald  prefer  the 
situation  ,of  Smith  •or  of  Correa,  they  would 
exultingly  accept  the  suffering^  of  the 
latter  ;  for  the  chains  i>f  Correa  might  be 
broken,  bat  those  of  general  Smith  and  his 
associates  could  never  be  loosened.  An- 
other circumstance  was  developed  in  the 
correspondence  before  the  House,  which 
would  shew  that  he  had  not  formerly  pro- 
ceeded on  a  slight  foundation.  Among 
the  papers  before  tiiem,  was  a  letter  from 
earl  Bathurst  to  sir  James  Daff,  inquiring 
whether  he  had  been  active,  as  was  re- 
ported, in  preventing  the  escape  of  per- 
sons who  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of 
the  Soimish  government.  The  answer  was, 
that  it  was  the  practice  of  the  ambassadors 
at  the  Spanish  Court  not  to  suffer  aliens  to 
go  to  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions 
without  passports,  and  that  he  had  re- 
cently renewed  the  order  on  that  subject, 
which  had  been  in  existence,' and  directed 
it  to  the  masters  of  merchant  vessels.  To 
explain  this  proceeding  there  was  another 
letter  produced,  in  which  the  under  secre- 
tary of  state  for  the  home  department  cut 
no  very  great  figure.  It  was  a  letter  from 
Jqha  Hi  ley  Addington,  esq.  to  £•  Cooke, 
esq.  stating  that  it  was  not  deemed  proper 
by  lord  Sidmouth  that  persons  should  be 
.allowed  to  enter  the  kingdom  without 
passports  from  oor  ambassadors  at  the 
different  courts,  and  the  consuls,  and  that 
it  was  not  thought  proper  that  such  pass- 
ports should  be  granted  to  objectionable 
{persons,  and  begging  Mr.  Cooke  to  move 
ord  Castlereagh  to  take  proper  measures 
for  in€brming  the  foreign  ministers  on  the 
mibjecL  Now,  on  what  authority  was  this 
direction  given,  before  the  passing  of  the 
Alien  Act,  the  powers  of  which  had  been, 
as  he  was  prepared  to  prove,  grossly 
abused?  There  was  not  any  power  to 
prevent  strangers  from  entering  this  king- 
dom ;  and  he  should  consider  it  an  unjus- 
tifiable  assomption  of  power  until  better 
informed  on  the  subject.  Why,  too,  was 
tbit  regulation  made  in  1819,  when  the 
Alien  Act  first  passed  in  1794?  What 
peculiar  circumstances  were  there  new  to 
call  for  such  a  regulation  ?  But  was  sir 
James  Duff  to  think  that  the  members  of 
the  Cortes  were  the  persons  against  whom 
this  regulation  was  to  be  exercised  ?  those 
members  of  the  Cortes  who,  a  year  or  two 
ago,  were  hailed  with  acclamations  from 
nU  renks^^o  whom  all  offices  were  open 
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<<^while  now  they  could  not  obtain  audic 
ence  from  secretary,  or  under  secretary^ 
or  clerk,  with  exalted  head.  There  was  a 
question,  relating  to  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  the  last  Alien  Act,  which  he 
should  take  that  opportunity  of  mention- 
ing. It  was  the  practice  of  the  gOTem- 
ment  not  to  allow  any  foreigner  to  remain 
in  this  country,  unless  he  had  a  passport 
from  the  ambassador  from  his  country, 
at  this  Court.  A  Portuguese  of  the  name 
of  Corraja,  who  came  to  this  country,  and 
could  not  get  a  passport  from  the  cheva* 
Her  de  Souza,  the  Portuguese  ambassador, 
was  by  an  unjustifiable  exercise  of  the 
Alien  Act,  seized  and  sent  to  Lisbon  :  he 
passed  from  Lisbon  to  the  Brazils,  and  laid 
hrs  case  before  the  Prince  Regent.  He 
took  his  trial,  and  was  acquitted,  and 
loaded  with  honours.  What,  then,  would 
have  been  the  fate  of  M.  Puigblanc,  if 
he  or  his  associate  had  reached  this  coun- 
try before  the  expiration  of  the  last  Alien 
Act?  He  hoped  the  under  secretary  of 
state  would  explain  the  conduct  of  the 
government  as  to  this  Portuguese,  and  re* 
lieve  the  fame  of  his  noble  relative  (lord 
Sidmouth],  and  the  character  of  the  coun- 
try, from  imputations  so  foul  as  thoae 
which  had  been  cast  on  them.— Mr.  Whit- 
bread  then  proceeded  to  notice  die  letter 
of  Mr.  Stedman,  one  of  the  persona  who 
were  instrumental  in  procuring  tho  arrest 
of  the  obnoxious  Spaniards  at  Gitiraltaf, 
on  which  he  animadverted  with  great 
severity.  Nothing,  he  observed,  could  be 
more  ardent  than  the  joy  and  exultation 
which  this  man  expressed,  when,  like  a 
jackall,  he  had  discovered  the  prey  which 
those  lions  were  hontine.  They  had 
heard  of  familiars  of  the  Inquisiuon«>let 
Mr.  Stedman  but  leave  Gibraltar— let  him 
CTom  the  lines  and  proceed  into  Spain-— 
and  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  the 
alacrity  he  bad  shewn  on  this  occasion 
would  be  rewarded  with  immediate  em- 
ployment. The  hon.  gentleman  coii« 
cluded  by  expressing  his  earnest  hope 
that  the  House  would  adopt  the  Address 
he  should  have  the  honour  of  proposing. 
Indeed  he  thought  it  impossible  that  they 
could  separate  tbat  night  without  express- 
ing the  feelings  of  indignation  which  they 
entertained  at  transactions  of  so  atrocious  a 
nature,  which  tended  to  render  suspected 
the  character  which  this  nation  had  here- 
tofore borne  for  justice  and  good  iaith. 
He  then  moved, 

'*  Ibat  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Kegeot,  to 
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tbattk  his  Boyml  Highness  for  the  comma- 
nicatioQ  made  to  this  Hoase,  in  compli- 
ance with  their  former  Addresses,  of  the 
correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
between  the  ear!  Batharst  one  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's principal  secretaries  of  state*  sir 
James  Duff,  his  Majesty's  actual  consul  at 
Cadiz,  and  major-general  Smith,  lately  in 
command  of  the  fortress  of  Gibraltar, 
toQching certain  Spanish  sabjectswho  had 
taken  refuge  in  that  fortress,  and  were  de- 
liyered  op  by  major-general  Smith  to  the 
Spanish  authoritiesr  together  with  the 
papers  accompanying  tbe  same ; 

*'To  express  to  his  Royal  Highness  oar 
entire  disapprobation  of  tbe  transactions 
disclosed  by  those  papers,  which  this 
House  considers  to  be  iniurions  to  the 
honour  of  the  nation,  contrary  to  that 
spirit  of  hospitality  to  foreigners  by  which 
our  laws  are  distinguished,  unjustinable  on 
the  part  of  the  cifil  and  military  officers 
concemedi  and  signally  cruel  towards  the 
unhappy  persons  in  question : 

«'  Earnestly  to  request  his  Royal  High- 
ness that  he  will  cause  to  be  expressed  to 
sir  James  Duff  and  major-general  Smith, 
in  the  strongest  terms,  the  displeasure  of 
his  Royal  Higbneu  at  their  conduct,  and 
to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  neceuary 
to  prerent,  in  any  case,  the  recurrence  of 
soch  acts : 

**  AboTe  all,  to  implore  his  Royal  High- 
ness to  cause  the  most  efficaci<Ris  steps  to 
be  taken  to  obtain  the  liberation  of  the 
persons  who  may  be  still  confined,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  asylum  they  had  sought  in 
the  Britnh  territory  having  been  violated 
or  refused  by  any  British  officer." 

The  Hon.  W.  L.  Baikursi,  in  a  maiden 
speech,  opposed  the  motion.  He  argued 
that  the  bon.  mover  had  tsken  a  roost 
exaggerated  view  of  the  subject.  It  was 
true,  that  sir  James  Duff  had  apprised 
general  Smith  of  the  departure  of  certain 
persons  from  Cadis ;  but  it  was  not  a  fact, 
that  he  had  called  upon  general  Smith  to 
give  them  up*  The  particular  situation  in 
which  general  Smith  stood,  ought  to  be 
taken  into  consideration.  At  the  time  the 
circumstance  took  place,  he  had  been  a 
very  short  tiipe  governor  of  Gibraltar,  to 
which  situation  be  was  appointed  on  the 
death  of  general  Campbell.  Soon  after, 
he  received  two  letters,  one  from  sir  James 
Doff,  tbe  other  from  the  governor  of  Cadis, 
stating  that  persons  guilty  of  ol^qces 
against  the  state  had  entered  the  garrison. 
These  persons  were  asserted  to  have  gone 
into  Gibraltar  under  feigned  names.    M. 


Poigblanc  he  knew,  denied  this.  But  It 
appeared,  even  from  his  own  statement, 
that  he  did  not  enter  the  garrison  properly. 
He  did  not,  as  he  should  have  done,  go 
before  the  town-major,  and  procure  from 
him  a  proper  passport;  hot  he  had  come 
in  with  a  permit.  He  thought,  in  such  a 
case  as  this,  judgment  ought  to  take  place 
of  feeling ;  and  that  the  hon.  gentleman 
should  not  have  indulged  in  invectives 
against  general  Smith,  on  the  mere  autho- 
rity of  a  paragraph  in  a  newspaper.  Sir 
James  Duff,  against  whom  so  much  ob- 
loquy was  levelled,  was  an  individual 
upwards  of  80  years  of  age,  during  one 
half  of  which  he  had  tilled  the  situation 
of  consul  at  Cadiz,  in  a  manner  that  gained 
him  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. The  hon.  gentleman  said,  he  was 
in  that  city  a  few  years  ago,  and  soch  a 
mad  enthusiast  for  the  patriotic  cause  be 
never  saw.  He  could^not,  therefore,  con- 
sider him  such  a  mere  tool  of  arbitrary 
power  as  he  was  said  to  be.  He  meant 
not  to  de(end  the  conduct  of  general 
Smith,  but  some  allowance  ought  to  be 
made  for  the  discretion  necessarily  con^ 
fided  in  the  commander  of  a  garrison. 
As  they  were  likely  to  hear  no  more  of 
similar  transactions,  an  end  having  been 
put  to  them  by  the  letter  of  lord  Bsithnrst, 
he  thought  tnere  was  no  necessity  for 
passing  so  severe  a  censure  on  general 
Smith,  and  sir  James  Duff^  as  that  which 
was  contained  in  the  proposed  Address. 

Mr.  Gordtm  defended  tbe  conduct  of  sir 
James  DuK  who  had  merely  informed 
general  Smith  of  facts  necessary  for  him 
to  know,  without  giving  an  opinion  as  to 
the  course  he  should  pursue.  He  allowed 
that  general  Smith  had  gone  a  little  too 
far,  though  his  conduct  was  palliated  by 
the  agreement  with  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment, and  the  manner  in  which  Correa' 
and  Puigblanc  had  entered  the  garrison. 

Mr.  Hart  Davit  said,  that  as  general 
Whittingham's  name  had  been  introduced 
into  this  discussion,  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  say  something  in  his  vindication. 
General  Whittingham  was  not  only  a 
British  subject,  but  a  Spanish  officer.  He 
had  been  made  colonel  for  distinguished 
services  at  the  battle  of  Baylen,  which 
made  the  Spanish  general  Castanos  recom- 
mend him  for  promotion.  What  was  an 
officer  in  the  Spanish  service  to  do  iii  the 
circumstances  in  which  he  was  placed  ? 
He  had  a  commission  given  him  by  the 
Cortes,  but  it  was  in  tbe  name  of  the  King. 
Having  receiTcd  an  order  from  his  supe- 
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Tior  officer,  general  BA\o,  to  inarch  ihfa 

certain  direction  towards  Madrid,  what 

could  he  do  bnt  obey  the  order  he  10  re- 
ceived ?     How  was  he  to  know  that  the 

object  of  the  march  was  to  OYortorn  the 

constitution  ?     As  to  the  statement  of  his 

hariog  received  SQfiOOL  from  this  country 

for  raising  a  corps,  he  knew  well  that 

ffeneral  Whittingbam  had  pointedly  re- 

tosed  any  appointment  which  should  be 

connected  with  the  receipt  of  money,  ahd 

that  It  wu  only  by  accident  that  he  had 

received  this  sum,  which  was  immediately 

banded  over  by  bim  to  another*    General 

Whittingbam  had   left  a  very  lucrative 

profession  in  this  country,  with  no  other 

object  than  gaining  military  reputation. 

Besides  his  services  at  Bavlen,  he  had 
'  equally  distinguished  himself  at  the  battles 

of  Medellin  and  Alcala.    He  had  been 

ten  years  in  the  Spanish  service,  and  he 

believed  that  no  British  officer  would  say, 

that  under  the  circumstances  in  which  he 

was  placed,  he  could  d9  any  thing  else 

than  obey  the  order  given  him  by  his 

superior  officer, 

.  Mr.  GotUbwrn  observed,  that  though  he 

should  not  follow  the  hon.  mover  in  the 

wide  range  he    had    taken,   he  should 

remark  that  the  patriotic  government  bad 
taken  as  decided  steps  towards  Spanish 

America  as  the  present  government  of 

Spain  had  done—steps  which  had  pro- 
duced more  fatal  results*  He  allowed 
that  general  Smith  had  been  unfortunately 
guided  ha  his  conduct,  but  the  House 
should  not  judge  harshly.  Sir  James 
Duff  was  an  old  and  meritorious  servant  of 
the  public,  and  had  only  guarded  general 
Smith  against  some  persons  of  doubtful 
character.  He  contended  that  sir  James 
had  done  no  more  than  his  duty  in  making 
the  communication  to  general  Smith;  and 
with  respect  to  general  Smith  himself  he 
having  succeeded  by  an  wifortonate  acci* 
dent  to  the  command  of  that  fortress,  felt, 
perhaps,  a  more  than  ordinary  respon- 
sibility imposed  upon  him  in  the  discharge 
of  bis  duty.  The  hon.  gentleman  said,  be 
was  desirous  of  relieving  the  character  of 
general  Smith  from  the  charge  of  having 
falsified  the  facts  as  they  had  occurred ; 
and  if  the  hon.  member  who  made  the 
motion  had  exerted  his  usual  lagacity  and 
acoteness,  he  thought  he  would  not  have 
dwelt  so  strongly  upon  that  point  as  he 
had.  The  hon.  member  admitted  Ujat 
M.  Poigblaoc  entered  the  garrison  witn  a 
permit  signed  by  the  Spanish  consul ;  and 
he  would  put  it  to  the  hon.  gentleman 


whether  he  could  for  a  moment  suppose  it 
desirable,  that  in  a  fortress  so  peculiarly 
situated  as  Gibraltar  was,  the  Spanish 
consul  should  be  the  judge  of  who  was 
and  who  was  not  fit  to  enter  it.  The 
usual  practice  of  that  garrison  was,  that 
all  persons  arriving  at  it,  should  present 
themselves  before  the  town-major  with 
their  passport,  which  he  communicates  to 
the  governor  or  commander-in-chief,  who 
issues  his  permit  for  their  residence  on  the 
rock.  When  it  was  found,  therefore,  that 
the  individoalsin  question  had  entered  the 
garrison  in  a  manner  that  contravened 
the  standing  rules  of  the  place,  and  under 
fictitious  names  also,  as  he  (Mr.  G.)  had 
reason  to  believe  they  did,  general  Smith 
was  certainlv  called  upon  to  take  some 
notice  of  such  a  circomstance.  His  reason 
for  believing  that  they  entered  under  fic- 
titious names  was,  that  general  Smith,  in 
reply  to  a  second  letter  from  lord  Bathurst^ 
reqairing  him  again  to  recollect  that  par- 
ticular circumstance,  persisted  in  the 
declaration  that  be  had  found  them  there 
under  fictitious  names.  Mr.  Stedman,  in 
his  letter  to  the  Spanish  consul,  sUted  that 
they  were  so  discovered,  and  that  sUte« 
ment  was  made  at  a  moment  when  he 
could  not  suppose  the  transaction  would 
ever  become  a  matter  of  inquiry,  and 
when  it  most  have  been  perfectly  indif- 
ferent to  the  Spanish  consul  whether  they 
were  residing  there  under  fictitious  namea 
or  not.  l^rom  that  combination  of  circum* 
stances,  therefore,  it  was  a  fair  inference, 
in  his  opinion,  that  Don  Antonio  Puigblanc 
and  Don  Miguel  Correa,  did  pass  them* 
selves  into  the  fortress  under  false  names. 
In  conclusion,  he  should  certaioly  oppose 
the  motion  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  on.  the 
ground  that  though  general  Smith  had 
certainly  acted  with  a  great  want  of  cau* 
tion,  yet,  bis  conduct  baring  been  so  long 
before  that  House,  and  havinv  undergone 
a  censure  which,  in  the  opnion  of  the 
hon.  member  himself,  was  sufficient,  no 
further  proceedings  seemed  to  be  neces- 
sary. A  repetition  of  the  evil  in  future 
was  not  likely  to  occur;  and  to  adopt  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  gentleman  would  only- 
he  to  give  useless  oain  to  individuals,  who 
had  acted  more  from  erroneous  impres« 
sions  than  from  intentional  dereliction. 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  spoke  to  the  fol- 
lowing  efiect : 

Mr.  Speaker ;— Important  as  I  origi* 
nally  conceived  this  question  to  be,  it  baa 
receifed  a  great  accession  of  importance 
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from  iIm  tpeech  of  tli»  koii«  geoytnao 
who  baft  jai^  adikposatd  ibe  iiause,  who 
1mm  lOMfo  aa  cJaborate  apalogy  for  iba 
coAiliict  of  generid  Smnki,  a«d  wha  hat 
expratsly  jutiifieili  that  af  ua  Jbsiea  Dmflv 
Wheo  ihe  acta  of  Mftboidinale  affitf^rfi 
wbkk  diagrace  iba  faonoiwtbla  naaae  and 
goMfouB  cbacacur  of  Bfiuuii}  by.  vio* 
fciUttg  tke  notft  laered  righto  oH  baapitalUy^ 
ara  tbutaaxiooily  excuaedandexUDualed» 
by  an  koo.  gn^lrmin  boldibg  a  reapect* 
able  olfi«o«  it  bocanaa  aqoastioo*  wb«Uier 
iha«B  acta  be  adopted  and  mada  tbair  own 
fay  the  gairarnmeoft  of  Grceal  Brkaia*  la 
caiea.  so  atraciooa^  loipiioity  ia  aaowaib 
l4ikawariu  cansure  ia  a  cowardly  confea- 
sioo,  thai  we  baTo  nekfaer  ihe  boneaty 
to.  eoadanoy  nor  the  boldneaa  to  juaiify 
crioaasii  It  ought  aai  to  ba  the  cbatoe  of 
Mioirterti  aUhRMgfa  \k  be  oftaa  the  dealiny 
ol  adrecataa  im  a  deaperate  oaasi^  to  cover 
dafeoca  onder  the  disgoiaa  oi  paiiiatioo» 
and  to  seek  the  fche  advantage  viiboni  in* 
cttning  the  odium  of  a  joatificatioA  of 
.  Iba  crimes  of  tbair  dieafts.  ShaU  we 
prooiaioi  lo  Europe,  by  r^ecking  tbia  ad* 
dreas^  thai  we  cooaidef  this  barbaroua 
brcack  of  a  hQBpitality«  sacred  aoaoog 
aawagafli  aa  baadiy  deaetving  of  the  mildest 
^eoMore?  Shall  a  British  consul  pronapt» 
aad  a  Brttish  general  perp etaate  a  viola- 
liao  of  the  rights  of  aiippliant  atrangofs^ 
at  which  an  Arab  Sheik  woukl  have  abad- 
^ttx^ ;  and  shall  we  bear  of  notUng  but 
excoso  and  apology>  and  tendernoaiw  and 
ienity,  towards  the  auihorsof  ibis  iadeliUe 
jiataonal  disgvace^ 

The  hen*  geiUkiman  oomptoina  of  ray 
boD.  friend^  to  haroig  spokaa  of  tlia 
obafactar  of  the  Spaniab  gayaromant^ 
which  he  thinka  fT>itei|n  to  the  quaation. 
Wbat^.Sirl  In  aqaesuo»  relatwg  ta  Ihe 
surrender  of  priaoners,  is  ibe  aoial  cha»- 
racter  of  iha  government  to  which  ihuy 
are  suffpeaderedi  a  matter  foreign  ia  tfaie 
deoiaien  f  I  will  not  say  that  it  ia  abso« 
lutely  deciaivo  of  the  qoestioQy  bceanaa  I 
heliuvu^  that  the  mertta  of  on  govern* 
jnent  ooald  haire  joatified  ancha  snrsendes. 
Bui^  eerluioly,  the  deoierita  of  the  go»- 
iwrnment  may  Ibrai  ito  higheat  aggravn* 
lion.  b.  there  no  difierence  between  sor- 
rewibring  ppisonera,  to  Mr  trials  or  to 
barbarooa  oppression?  to  judges^  or  to 
mordevera  ?  to  the  J}tf  of  Algiers,  or  to 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  ?  U  not  the 
praoiice  of  motaally  surrendering  com* 
moB  offaaders,  wherertc  it  preveth, 
iaanded  on  thai  degree  of  confidanee, 
which  the  civilised  nations  of  Cbristan- 
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dom  reaaonaUy  feel  io  each  otlier 's  jjistice, 
and  in  the  expectation^  justified  by  ex- 
perieoce>  that  soch  common  offenders  will 
be  foirly  deak  by»  and  punished  only  if 
they  ace  gjuilty  ?  The  whole  deference  of 
the  courts  of  one  country  for  those  of  ai^ 
other  proceeds  on  the  same  principle,  ao4 
would  be  unw^FiHAtable  without  it.  What 
respect  would  any  European  tiibuoal  af- 
fect for  the  judgments  of  courts  ail  Mo^ 
f oGco  ?  In  proportion  as  any  government 
of  Chriatendom  degenerates  into  a  re- 
semblance to  Morocco  and  Algiers^  the 
propriety  of  surrendering  the  most  com- 
mon, culprits  into  their  bands«  becomes 
doubtfol*  and  the  guilt  of  betraying  to 
them  political  fiwttivesi  is  aggravait^  a 
thousand- fold*  It  might  well*  be  quev 
tioned«  whether  a  government  that  bad 
just  re-established  the  Inqaisitien  had  not 
ibfffeited  all  claim  lo  be  treated  as  a 
member  of  Europe ;  and  if  we  were  con- 
sidering the  surrender  of  a  feion  to  such 
a  government^  we  might  reasonably  fear, 
that  under  pretence  of  a  char^  of  tbift 
or  murder,  he  was  in  truth  to  be  tried  for 
the  imaginary  crimes  of  heresy  or  witc^ 
craft. 

I  believe,  Sir»  thaA  I  may  venture  te 
lay  it  down*  if  net  aa  a  part  of  the  coor 
suetudiaary  law  of  nations,  at  least  as 
agseeable  to  the  usage  of  good  lime% 
that  tbongh  nations  may  often  agree  mu- 
tually to  give  up  persons  charged  witk 
the  common  offencea  against  afi  human 
society,  civiliaed  states  afibrd  an  inviola- 
ble asyiom  to  political  emigrants---I  ley 
aside  what  may  have  occurred  since  the 
French  Revolution.  None  of  the  irregu- 
laritiea  which  it  may  have  produced  on 
one  «de»  or  provoked  on  the  other,  are 
worthy  of  being  quoted  as  examples,  or, 
indeed,  mentioned  for  any  other  purpose 
than  to  be  avoided.  In  the  century  whidk 
preceded  that  Revolntion,  which  were 
the  good  times  of  £urope,  I  may  venture 
to  challenge  any  man.  to  produce  an 
example  of  a  deviation  from  this  hamane 
usage.  If  we  are  desirous  of  returning  to 
thosf  good  times,  we  can  only  do  so  by 
reaaming  the  usages,  and  re-establishing 
the  principles  which  made  them  good. 
None  of  its  usages  was  more  salutary, 
none  of  itsprtnciplea  more  venerable,  than 
the  inviolable  right  of  political  asylum. 

The  surrender  of  common  oiienders  is 
evidently  the  case  provided  for  in  the 
convention  just  laid  before  the  Uonsev 
between  the  govevnev  of  Gibraltar  and 
the  commander  of  Ihe  Spanish  lines  in 
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1794 :    it  provides  fpr  the  delivery  of  de- 
serters, smugglers  and  feloDs;  and  thoagh 
it  afterwards  employs  more  general  words, 
it  is  evident  that  their  generality  is  re* 
stricted  by  the  instances  which  are  ena- 
fnerated,  and  by  the  nature  of  the  case. 
Ko  convention  entered  into  by  a  foreign 
governor  can  be  construed  to  extend  to 
political  accusations.    It  would  be  an  act 
^f  the  most  extreme  presumption  and 
audacity  for  him  to  attempt  to  stipulate 
for  the  surrender  of  persons  labouring 
under  such  accusations;  they  might,  for 
aught  he  knew,  be  persons  with  whom  his 
government  had  already  formed  just  and 
legitimi^  connexions.     So  limited,  the 
convention  ef  1794  is  no  exception  to  the 
doctrine  for  which  I  contend :    it  is  no 
breach  of  the  law,  or  departure  from  the 
approved  usage  of  nations,  however  much 
it  may  be  doubted,  whether  it  did  not 
stipulate,  to  do,  what  cannot   be  done 
without  a  violation  of  the  law  of  England. 
Havioff  thus  stated  the  general  princi- 
ples, and  having  briefly  shewn  that  the 
convention  of  1794,  brought  down  to  over- 
whelm us,  implies  no  deviation  from  them, 
and  affords  no  colour  for    the    present 
transaction,  I  must  now  review,  as  shortly 
as  I  can,  the  facts  of  the  case :  and  I  must 
say,  that  I  should  have  willingly  forborne 
to  animadvert  on  the  conduct  of  sir  James 
Doff,  out  of  consideration  for  his  own  age 
*and  services,  and  for  the  respectable  feel- 
ings of  his  relation,  my  hon.  friend  (sir 
H.  Dalrymple  Hamilton),  who  addressed 
the  House  on  his  behalf;  but  I  am  com- 
pelled, with  whatever  reluctance,  to  re- 
Ilnquifth  that  course.    One  hon.  gentle* 
man  (Mr.  Goulburn)  has  declared,  that 
air  James  Duff  has  only  '  done  his  duty ;' 
another  hon.  gentlemai^  (Mr.  Bathorst) 
who  addressed  the  House,  I  believe,  for  the 
first  time,  with  so  much  promise  of  talent, 
and  with  an  occasional  embarrassment  so 
graceful  in  a  case  where  his  noble  father  was 
even  remotely  interested  (though  I  must  in* 
terrupt  my  course  to  say,  that  the  noble  lord 
u,  perhaps,  the  only  public  person  in  the 
whole  transaction  against  whom  no  party 
can  insinuate  the  least  blame);  that  hon. 
gentleman    complains   of   '  exaggerated 
statements'  against  sir  James  Dulu     The 
copduct  of  that  gentleman  might  have 
been  covered   by  his  infirmities  and  by 
his  merits.    The  defence  of  it  by  his  re- 
spectable relations    would    naturally  be 
sacred  from  attack;    but  when  it  is  thus 
sanctioned  by  public  authority,  it  must  be 
freely  discussed. 


Mr.  WUOrea^t  Motion  rapedbg         [1 UO 

About  ten  days  after  Ferdinand  the 
Seventh  had  denounced  vengeance  and 
proscription  against  every  Spaniard  who 
dared  to  exercise  his  reason,  or  to  prefer 
law  to  lawless  despotism;  when  he  bad 
made  known  his  resolution  to  re-establish 
civil  and  religious  tyranny  on  the  ruins  of 
that  unwisely  constructed,  though  gener- 
ously conceived,  edifice  of  liberty, on  which 
alone  his  own  title  to  sovereignty  could 
be  rested;    Don  Antonio  Puigblanc*    a 
learned  and   virtuous  man,  professor   of 
Hebrew  in  the  University  of  Alcala,  con- 
scious of  having  committed  the  now  un- 
pardonable crime  of  writing  against  the 
Inquisition,  determined  to  seek  safety  by 
flight  to  Gibraltar,  when  he  naturally  ex* 
pected  that  from  such  a  charge  be  should 
find  an  ^iviolable  refuge  under  the  domi- 
nion of  a  hospitable,  powerful,  free,  and 
Protestant  nation.     For  this  purpose  he 
obtained  a  passport    from    Valdesi   the 
governor  of  Cadiz,  which,  on  the  I44h  of 
May  was  counter-signed  by  sir  James 
Duff.    On  the  l5th  he  sailed  for  Gib- 
raltar, where  he  arrived  in  the  evening, 
and  landed  next  morning.    On  the  16th, 
17  th,  and  18th,  he  and  his  friend  appeared 
publicly  in  every  part  of  the  fortress,  met 
and  exchanged  the  customary  civilities 
with  the  consul  of  their  nation,  having 
landed  and  entered  the  fort  by  a  permit 
given  to  them  in  exchange  for  their  pass- 
port, and  having  given  their  names  to  the 
inn-keeper  with  whom  they  lodged,  to 
be  given  by  him  to  the  town-major,  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  fortified  places. 
But  on  the  I6th,  a  few  hours  after  sir 
Jjsmes  Duff  had  countersisned  this  pass- 
port, he  secretly  dispatched  a  Jetter  to 
the  government  of  Gibraltar  to  defeat  its 
effect,  and  to  violate  the  security  for  which 
he  had  so  lately  pledged  the  national 
faith.    In  order  to  ensure  the  violation  of 
his  own  passport,  he  points  it  oat  as  a 
means  of  detecting  the  very  persons  whom 
it  professed  to  protect.     The  possession  of 
this  solemn  promise  of  security  wss  to  be 
the  mark  by  which  the  destro^rers  were 
to  distinguish  the  victims.— A  British  con- 
sul informs  a  British  governor  that  be 
may  recognize  the  proper  persons  to  be 
arrested  and  delivered  up,  by  their  having 
entered  his  fortress  with  a  passport  gua- 
ranteed by  British  faith.— >0n  the  evening 
of  the  18(h,  the  governor,  alive  to  such 
honourable  and  generous  soffgestioos,  ar» 
rssu  the  uohappy  victims  of  their  confi- 
dence in  a  British  passport.    His  secre* 
tary,  Mr.  StedmaOj  who  seems  to  deligi^t 
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in  sach  miitions,  and  to  be  worthy  of 
lbeai»  offers  the  prisoners  to  the  Spanish 
consal,  as  persons  who  had  entered  the 
fort  under  nciitioos  names,  without  adrert* 
ing  to  the  secret  dispatches  from  Cadia, 
and  notifies  their  apprehension  to  sir 
James  Daff  as  a  consequence  of  his  dis- 
patch*  withoMt  any  allusion  to  the  sup- 
posed fictitious  names.  They  were  sent 
under  an  English  guard  (I  shudder  at 
ottering  the  words)»and  humanely  received 
by  the  Spanish  commandant  at  Algesiras, 
who»  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  executed 
that  sad  doty  which  sir  James  Duff,  and 
general  Smith*  and  Mr.  Stedman,  had 
so  eagerly'  and  so  joyfully,  undertaken. 
He  expected*  no  doubt,  never  to  hear  of 
them  more ;  but  he  was  miraculously  dis- 
appointed. After  an  imprisonment  of 
four  months  in  the  dongwMis  of  Cadia, 
these  men,  pronouncedto  besuch  dangerous 
criminals  by  sir  James  Duff,  were  de- 
clared to  be  innocent  by  the  tribunals  of 
their  enemies.  Thev  had  sought  refuge  in 
a  British  territory,  uom  oppression  by  the 
Inqubition— they  found  refuge  from  the 
barbarous  treachery  of  £nglishtnen,  in  the 
justice  of  Spanish  tyrants.  Don  Antonio 
Pttigblanc,  after  haTing  escaped  the  fires 
of  the  Inquisition  and  the  betrayers  of  the 
suppliant,  has  reached  this  island,  and  now 
listens  to  the  narratiTC  of  his  wrongs. 

On  the  part  of  sir  James  Doff  it  is  said, 
that  he  granted  the  passport  before  he 
knew  the  dangerous  character  of  these 
poor  gentlemen,  that  he  was  bound  to 
send  the  information  to  Gibraltar  as  soon 
as  he  discovered  it,  and  that  his  letter 
contains  only  information,  without  sug- 
gesting imprisonment  or  surrender. 

The  slightest  examination  of  dates  and 
circnmstances  overthrows  this  defence. 
What  new  information  respecting  well- 
known  persons  could  sir  James  Doff  have 
collected  in  a  few  hours?  The  crime  of 
Mr.  Pulgblanc  was  a  publication  of  two 
years  standing.  He  contributed  to  abo- 
lish the  Inquisition  in  1812:  "  The  very 
head  and  front  of  his  offending  has  this 
extent,  no  more/^  Could  sir  James  Duff 
have  been  ignorant  of  this  great  crime 
when  he  granted  the  pauport?  He  who 
bad  residM  forty  years  in  Cadia,  he  who 
took  so  active  a  part  in  Spanish  politics, 
he  who  b  represented  as  such  an  entho- 
siait  in  the  cause  of  Spain,  who  felt  such 
enthusiasm  for  the  government  of  the 
Corteai  end  who  is  ready  to  transfer  his 
enthusiasm  to  every  succeeding  govcm- 
miint!    He  who  is  ^ome  so  mufib  a 


Spaniard  in  head'  and  heart,  as  to  despise 
our  English  and  Protestant  prejudices 
against  the  Inquisition  f  Could  he  be  two 
years  ignorant  of  a  celebrated  work  against 
that  tribunal,  published  in  the  city  where 
he  so  long  resided,  and  where  ho  bad 
performed  so  conspicuous  a  part?  He 
does  not  even  impute  any  new  offence  to 
Paigblanc :  the  crime  was  known  to  him- 
self as  well  as  to  the  public  when  he  coun- 
tersigned tKe  passport;  which  he  almost 
instantly  employea  clandestine  means  to 
violate. 

It  is  perfectly  vain  to  represent  the 
letter  of  sir  James  Duff  as  any  other  thaa 
a  suggestion  to  arrest  and  deliver  up  these 
unfortunate  sentlemen:  for  what  other 
reason  does  be  enumerate  and  display 
their  crimes?  Why  does  he  charge  Mr. 
Pulgblanc  with  the  atrocious  guilt  of  hav- 
ing attacked  the  Inouisition  ?  Why  does 
he  charge  another  of  them  with  the  almost 
equally  enormous  offence  of  aiding  an 
opposition  paper  ?— So  Sted man  understood 
him,  for  he  immediately  wrote  to  inform 
sir  James,  that  on  the  receipt  of  his  letter 
thev  were  immediately  apprehended*  He 
understood  sir  James  so  well  as  even  to 
prombe  that  measures  should  be  taken 
•*  to  discover  and  apprehend  other  persona 
of  a  similar  description."  The  letter  of 
the  consul  wu,  indeed,  evidently  con- 
certed with  that  of  Villavicencio,  the  new 
governor  of  Cadis,  who  applied  for  the 
surrender  of  the  victims,  and  who  could 
have  learned  from  the  consul  only  **  that 
some  of  them  were  provided  with  pass- 
ports from  a  legal  authority."  And  in  a 
subsequent  letter  from  sir  James  to  Sted- 
man,  of  the  24th,  he  completely  admits 
thb  construction  of^his  letter,  by  thanking 
the  government  of  Gibraltar,  in  the  name 
of  Viilavicencio,  for  having  apprehended 
the  fugitives  and  betrayed  them  into  his 
dungeons. 

Viilavicencio,  indeed,  »  capable  of 
much.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Regency 
under  the  Cortez ;  and  with  a  forwanlness 
in  servility,  I  believe  unrivalled  amons 
his  fellow  apostates,  he  was  the  first  and 
fiercest  persecutor  of  his  colleagues  and 
brethren.  But  on  the  10th  of  May  he 
was  only  on  his  way  to  Cadis,  and  he 
seems  to  have  been  entirely  instructed  and 
prompted  in  thb  affair  by  the  Britbh 
consul,  the  prime  mover  and  instigator  of 
the  whole  treachery. 

I  am  obliged  in  thb  discussion  to  lay 
aside  all  consideration  of  the  character 
and  serf  ices  of  air  James  Du£    Let 
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cfaaraoter  be  as  ptre  and  his  senrices  as 
eninent  as  his  warmest  friends  can  desire 
lo  represent  tiievn,;  tliey  only  aggravate 
tbe  miBcbief  of  his  oooduct  on  this  occa- 
Tbe  more  respectable  he  is  as  a 


stall. 


public  servant,  ibe  more  w»il  bis  acts  be 
regarded  as  the  acts  of  hn  country.  And 
certainly  if  his  character  be  so  high,  be 
eail  sufier  little  by  tbe  disavowal  of  one  of 
bis  acts ;  it  is  tbe  more  necessary  for  tbe 
pofotic,  and  the  less  ivK|Qrieiis  tm  him. 
«  And  now.  Sir,  I  proceed  to  the  cose  of 
genera)  Smith,  who  has  almost  been  given 
ttp.  His  condoet  is  too  utterly  irtdefen- 
aible  to  «iake  any  attempt  at  justification- 
decent  or  safe.  He  is  the  iasmediate,. per- 
petrator of  this  treason  mgaiost  tbe  honour 
of  bis  country,  and  bis  guiH  stands  proved 
by  his  own  narrative.  But- we  are  told 
Ihait  he  has  been  suflicieaily  pvnished  by 
the  censure  in  lord  Batborst's  letter.  The 
froth  is,  thai  lord  Batburst's  letter  to  gene- 
r»l  SflMtli  is  only  an  inquiry  int»  the  facts 
of  the  case,  and  a  direction  for  hiscondvct 
in  fntore.  Lord  Batfaurst  had  too  much 
■ense  and  honour  to  pronounce  any  cen* 
sure  on  his  coodua  till  he  bad  seen  bis 
own  slaiement  of  it.  We  have  that  states 
mem  before  us  ;  and  upon  bis  statement 
we  call  upon  yon  to  censure  and  to  dis* 
kvow  him.  We  aro  told  that  be  was  but 
a  temporary  commandant  of  Gibraltav, 
untearned  in  the  laws  and  usages  of 
nationsb  But  I  am  infonned  that  be  was 
long  an  oflker  in  the  garrison,  and  I 
am  sore  that  no  oi&oer  could  deserf«  to 
command  at  Oibraltar  for  a  day  who  did 
not  feel  an  instinctive  horror  at  betraying 
soppnants— who  did  not  instantly  perceive 
tbe  wide  interval  which  separates  common 
thieves  and  murderers,  from  tbe. members 
of  an  unsuccessful  political  party ---and 
aboif«  all  from  those  who  fled  from  the 
tyranny  of  Ferdinand  the  Sevenths        ^ 

It  is  said  that  much  allowance  is  to  be 
made  for  the  rigorous  measures  to  which 
the  governor  of  a  fortress  may  be  reduced. 
i  perfectly  agree  that  military  necessity 
will  justify  whatever  it  compels.  But 
^ith  lord  Mansfield  in  the  case  of  Fabrigas 
and  Mostyn  I  say,  let  the  necessity  be 
alleged— let  tbe  .  necessity  be  proved. 
Let  not  tbe  vague  words  necessity,  and 
foitress,  and  military  regulations,  supply 
tbe  deficiency  of  justification.  ^ 

It  is,  ladeeid,  contended,  that  these  un- 
happy gentlemen  were  guilty  of  some 
breach  'of  tbe  regulations  established  at 
Oibraltar  in  their  mode  of  entering  ibnt 
Costrem.  I  deny  tbe  f att;  km  ta  cut  sboit 


tbe  dispute,  admit  it  lor  a  memettt,  and 
wliat  is  tbe  oonsequeaoe  ?  Tbnt  tisey 
might  have  been  apprehended  ;  that  they 
miglyt  have  been  fairly  tried  belWe  acsun* 
martial  of  ebat  garrison,  who  might  liaTe 
sentenced  them  to  suob  punisbment  as- 
their  offence  seemed  to  merit,  even  eoi 
death,  if  they  proved  to  km  spies.  .1  adnnt 
all  this.  But  where  oogbt  ibe  ptmisbnnsiit 
to  be  inilscttf'd  ?  Certainly  in  the  place 
where  the  nfibnee  was  cooNnitted  ;  in  tibe 
place  where  tfaa  court  bad  authority^  in 
the  fortress  for  whose  security  the  example 
of  the  punishment  was  intended  to  pro'vide. 
Where  is  tbe  trial  ?  Where  is  tbe  puniih« 
ment  here  ?  A  breach  of  tbi  regolotions 
at 'Gibraltarniigbt  justify  tbe  apprehension 
of  these  gentlemen  ;  bot  it  nevar  can  jus- 
tily  their  surrender.  It  has  nothing  to  di> 
with  thevr  nnrrender.  The  govervMr  of 
Cadis  is  not  the  provost  marti^  of  Oibral- 
tar:  be  M  not  to  punish  breaches  of  its' 
regulations.  The  surrender  is  the  anan- 
swerable'  and  odious  part  of  tbe  charge* 
It  is  therefore  vain  to  speak  of  regulation.s 
or  of  military  necessity,  or  of  the  rigbos 
of  a  military  governor.  Oeneral  Smitb 
did  not  exercise  these  rights  :  the  nec^» 
sity  is  ncA  even  pretended.  It  is  not  in 
the  dongeone  of  Cftdix  that  a  breach  of 
the  regulations  of  Oibraltar  is  te  be  pn^ 
nished. 

'« But  they  entered  tbe  fortress  under 
fictitious  names.''  Now,  Sir,  this  is  a 
serious  fact.  It  is  publicly  denied  by 
Don  Antonio  Poigblanc.  He  charges 
general  Smith  and  Mr.  Stedman  tvitb  in- 
tentional and  deliberate  falsehood,  for  the 
base  purpose  of  blackening  tbe  fogitltet 
whom  tliey  bad  lietniyad.  Ho  accoset 
general  Smith  with  having  invented  this 
falsehood  to  palliate  his  treachery,  and  wiili 
having  repeated  it,witb  a  knowledge  Wits 
falsehood,  three  months  afterwards  la  tbe 
Secretary  of  State.  Ood  forbid  that  i 
should  impute  falsehood  to  a  British  officer 
till  he  bad  been  heard  in  his  own  defence. 
I  heartily  pray  that  general  Smith  mty  be 
able  to  refute  a  charge  so  deeply  eflecting 
his  personal  honour.  But  thus  much  1 
must  say,  that  it  is  a  charge  wbich  be 
cannot  pass  over  in  contemptuous  silence 
with  safety  to  bis  character,  fl  is^  my 
duty  now  Id  state  tbe  facts  wblcb  Impe* 
rioiwly  demand  a  decisive  explanation; 
and  I  will  take  it  upon  me  toaffimi  that 
when  they  are  stated,  no  man  in  this 
House  will  doubt,  that  if  general  •Smith 
does  not  immediately  implore  u  court« 
'     for  tbu  Tindication  of  bli  b#no^i 
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it  wtll  be  impotsiWe  for  the  gvariiftm  ef 
the  faonow^f  the  army  toavcM  m  inquiry 
whether  fai»«iftiBe  can  Temaiii  on  its  ho* 
nourable  list.  The  conduct  impaled  to 
bkn  is  thm  which,  ef  all  otiiers,  is  most 
rniMrorthy  •of  an  officer  and  a  genlloman;. 
and  tbongh  I  trust  he  will  prove  his  mno* 
cence,  i  am  bound  to  say  that  the  accu- 
saticm  <resta  as  groonds  which  nbsolutely 
rehire  svch  proof. 

When  it  n  said  that  these  gentlemen 
entered  Gfbraliar  under  Gctitioos  names, 
the  tirst  qoestion  which  naturally  occurs 
is,  why  ^  Had  they  any  reason  to  doHht 
that  the  British  territory  would  continve 
as  in  all  pest  times  the  sacred  refuge  of 
the  oppressed  ?  Did  they  not  know  that 
we  had  received  the  fogitires  from  Philip  ^ 
and  the  dake  -of  Aiba  ?  Had  they  not 
heard  how,  even  under  a  soperstitious 
tyrant  like  their  own,  this  nation  had  weU 
coined  and  cherished  those  who  fled  fVom 
the  persecutions  of  Loiis  1 4,  Ibe  confessors 
and  martyrs  of  the  Protestant  faith ;  that 
admirable  body  of  exifes  who  more  than 
repaid  every  land  which  they  visited,  by 
the  example  of  their  piety  sffid  virtue,  as 
well  as  by  the  snbordioate  advantages  of 
art,  and  industry,  and  wealth  f  Had  they 
observed  in  our  recent  history  any  eaarlc 
of  degeneracy  from  ancient  virtue  ?  Did 
we  belie  the  character  of  our  ancestors,  in 
our  reception  of  that  other  body  of  emi* 
grants  from  Prance,  who,  flying  before  a 
bloody  tyranny  which  profaned  the  vene^ 
rable  name  of  a  Republic,  found  here  seen* 
rity  and  friendship,  and  left  behind  them 
a  spotless  reputation  f  What  calumniator 
of  ifhik  nation  could  have  infused  into  them 
a  distrust  of  u  British  fertren  ?  What  could 
prompt  them  to  insult  our  character,  by 
the  supposition  that  disguise  was  neeesaary 
to  avoid  our  treachery  ? 

By  what  infetuation  could  they  destroy 
the  safety  of  the  passports  which  they  had 
carried  with  them  ?  These  passports  were 
granted  to  them  only  the  day  before, 
under  their  real  names.  When  they  ob- 
tained them  they  most  have  intended  to 
use  them,  and  consequently  to  enter 
Gibraltar  under  the  real  names  mentioned 
in  the  passports.  Whdt  motive  can  be 
conceived  f«>r  their  dosiring  to  reject  the 
security  afiorded  by  the  passports,  and 
choosing  to  enter  a  foreign  fortress,  where 
military  regulations  are  and  must  be  rigidly 
enforced,  without  any  official  protection, 
and  with  the  extremely  dangerous ^circom* 
stance  of  a  fictitious  name  ?  And  this,  too, 
after  Iheyhad  proclaimed  at  Cadia  their 


names  and  destination  for  Gibraltar,  and 
when,  (according  to  their  own  statement, 
winch,  if  St  be  false,  may  be  very  easily 
refuted,)  they  gave  in  their  passport  on 
their  arrit at,  and  thus  supplied  the  means 
of  delecting  the  ficiitioas  names.  If  they 
thought  a  fictitious  name  a  better  protec- 
tion than  0  British  passport,  why  did  they 
solicit  the  passport  ?  why  did  they  |iot  de** 
stroy  it?  why  did  they  put  itinte  the  hands 
of  the  public  authorities  at  Gibraltar  ?  I' 
must  own  that  I  cannot  explain*  any  of 
these  circumstenues. 

But  farther,  it  is  extremely  observable 
that  in  Mr.  Stodman's  letter  to  sir  Jamea 
Duff  of  May  the  19th,  this  remarkable  cifw 
cufflstance  of  fletitfous  names  is  totally 
passed  over.  Considering  the  tone  of  the 
letter,  it  vrould  have  been  natural  to  have 
said|  ^  Thafogh  the  villains  had  your  pass* 
poru,  yet  they  were  afraid  to  trust  to  them, 
and  came  here  under  fictitious  numek.^' 
No  allusion  to  what  is  now  said  to  be  the 
very  reason  of  the  arrest.  *'  I  bad  thn 
honour  to  reoeive  y^>urs  of  the  I6ih  kni 
night,  aod  immediately  laid  it  before  the* 
commander  of  the  forces,  who  promptly 
issued  orders  for  the  apprehension  of  the 
persons  named,  and  I  am  happy  to  inform 
you  that  in  less  than  two  hours  Pulghlane 
and  Gorrea  were  mide  prisoners/'  These 
are  the  words  of  Stedman  ;  and  I  defy  any 
man  to  say  that  in  their  natural  aignilica* 
tioB  they  do  not  import  that  the  letter 
from  the  consolato  was  not  the  Irue  and 
the  sole  cause  of  the  apprehension  of  these 
gent!  emen. 

General  Smith  indeed  in  his  letter  to 
lord  BsRJharst  of  the  9tst  of  August  uays, 
thai  ^  a  ^ert  time  ufter  the  receipt  of  sir 
James  Duff's  leltor,  a  report  was  made  to 
him  that  two  persons  answering  the  de- 
scription, had,  by  licti(ious  names,  made 
their  way  into  the  place.''  A  most  fortn* 
nate  coincidence  indeed  between  the  re« 
port  and  the  letteiu,  and  the  more  won** 
derful  because  from  Stedman's  words  we 
should  have  concluded  that  no  time  passed, 
and  certainly  that  no  event  so  remarkable  - 
as  the.  discovery  of  the  fictitious  names 
had  occurred  between  the  arrival  -of  the 
letters  and  the  apprehension  of  the  fogi- 
trvesv  But  unfortunately  it  opens  another 
difficulty.  These  persons  had  entered  the 
fbrton  the  morning  of  the  1 6th;  they  lived 
at  a  public  inn  ;  they  frequented  the  com* 
mon  walks ;  they  had  been  seen  by  the 
Spanish  consul.  How  came  the  report  of 
the  entry  of  two  strangers  on  the  morning 
of  the  1 6th,  to  he  for  the  first  time  made 
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to  4be  i^ofernor  on  the  evening  of  the 
ISIh?  Her&iodeed  difficoUiet  crowd  upon 
iM.  Urrutia^  the  Spanish  console  on  the 
lilth  demands  them  by  their  true  names, 
and  appears  ne?er  to  haye  heanl  that  they 
had  assttroed  any  other,  till  he  is  informed 
of  it  by  Mr.  Stedman's  answer.  How  did 
he  learn  their  real  names  if  they  had  not 
Appeared  at  Gibraltar  under  them  ? 
,  But  why  should  I  waste  the  time  of 
the  House  ?  It  is  manifest  that  if  the  as- 
iomption  of  fictitious  names  were  true  in 
point  of  facti  it  could  not  be  the  true  cause 
of  the  detention  ;  this  we  have  on  the 
confession  of  Stedman.  He  conclodes^hos 
the  letter  of  the  19th  already  stated :  «'  I 
have  received  some  information  relative 
to  Lopes  and  Don  Miguel  Cabrera ;  and 
if  they  are  here»  I  hope  they  will  soon  be 
discovered.  I  am  to  inform  you  that  roea- 
i\,ures  are  taken  to  discover  and  apprehend 
aqy  other  persons  of  a  similar  descrip* 
tion."  Did  Lopez  and  Cabrera  enter 
under  false  names  ?  It  is  not  even  pre- 
tended ;  yet  they  too  were  to  be  arrested  : 
or  if  they  had»  was  the  same  diseoise  as- 
sumed by  the  undefined  Multitude  whom 
this  rest^orer  of  general  warrants  describes 
as  *  persons  of  a  similar  description/ 
whom  he  had  taken  measures  *  to  dis- 
cover  and  apprehend  V  It  is  apparent 
that  this  plan  was  to  convert  Gibraltar 
into  a  vast  Bow*street  for  Ferdinand  7,  and 
that  the  consulate  of  Cadiz  were  by  per- 
fidious passports  to  betray  fugitives  into 
his  toils  tgain.  If  the  fictitious  names 
could  justify  the  apprehension,  what  have 
they  to  do  with  the  surrender  ? 

Indeed  I  should  have  thought  this  cir- 
cumstance of  false  names  not  to  be  de- 
serving a  long  discussion,  if  it  had  not 
given  rise  to  a  most  grave  charge  of  in- 
tentional falsehood  against  a  general  of- 
ficer in  the  Britisli  army,  ana  if  I  were 
not  most  conscientiously  convinced  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  his  Majesty's  government 
to  inquire  judicially  whether  general 
Smith  can  retain  his  commission,  and  to 
ascertain  whether  Mr.  Stedman  can  conti- 
nue to  fill  any  station  in  his  Majesty's 
service. 

For  part  of  the  conduct  of  sir  James 
Du£r,  the  part  of  it  which  has  probably 
produced  the  most  wide-spreading  mis- 
chief, and  for  much  of  the  spirit  which 
breathes  tjirough  his  words  and  actions, 
I  am  sorry,  to  say  that  I  think  there  is 
some  excuse,  if  not  jostificatioo,  in  the  in- 
structions which  he  received  from  the  go- 
vernment of  his  country.     This  is  the 


most  important  part  of  the  melancholy 
and  disgraceful  transaction  before  us,  and 
I  must  entreat  the  serious  attention  of  the 
House  to  it. 

On  the  6ih  of  May  1813,  instructiona 
were  transmitted  from  the  office  of  the 
foreign  secretary  of  state  to  ail  his  Ma- 
jesty s  ministers,  consuls,  and  vice-consols, 
requiring  that  all  persons  proposing  to 
embark  for  the  British  dominions  should 
apply  to  them  for  passports,  which  where- 
ever  the  character  or  object  of  the  person 
seemed  (to  the  minister,  consul,  or  vice- 
consul,)  to  be  objectionable,  were  to  be 
refused. 

Authorized  and  stimulated  by  these  in- 
structions, it  is  but  too  certain  that  the 
consulate  of  Cadiz  refused  even  treacherous 
passports  to  many  who  sought  to  fly  from 
their  tyrants,  and  who  were  not  yet  dis- 
abused with  respect  to  their  long  confi- 
dence in  the  inviolability  of  British  terri- 
tory. How  many  gentlemen  of  liberal 
education  and  condition,  how  many  oC 
those  who  led  the  resistsnce  which  saved 
Spain  may,  from  such  refusals,  be  now 
galley  slaves  at  Ceuta,  or  languishing 
through  the  short  remainder  of  their  lives 
in  a  pestilential  dungeon  in  the  Philip- 
pines, we  shall  perhaps  never  know. 
These  foul  deeds  are  now  involved  in  the 
impenetrable  darkness  which  shrouds  the 
Spanish  monarchy.  But  when  we  see 
that  the  friends  of  liberty  are  treated  as 
the  vilest  criminals,  we  may  be  well  as- 
sured that  at  Cadiz  alonei  the  number 
would  be  sufficient,  if  we  could  contem- 
plate their  present  sufferings,  to  silence  the 
stoutest  champion  of  the  consul  and  the 
governor — perhaps  to  alarm  the  authors  of 
the  instructions  themselves* 

Not  content  with  those  terrible  powers, 
those  powers  unknown  to  our  ancestors, 
unheard  of  in  any  other  government  calling 
itself  free,  vested  by  the  Alien  Act ;  they 
transfer  their  exercise  by  these  instructions 
from  the  highest  officers  of  the  state,  who 
execute  them  under  the  eye  of  the  public, 
under  the  constant  control  of  parliament, 
under  every  sort  of  legal  and  moral  re- 
sponsibility, to  several  hundreds  of  agents 
abroad ;  many  of  them  obscure,  many 
of  them  foreigners;  where  the  abuse  of 
their  power  can  scarcely  ever  be  known, 
where  no  public  overlooks  them,  and  no 
parliament  has  much  chahce  of  ever  know- 
ing their  ofiences.  By  a  clandestine  in- 
struction, which  nothing  but  the  accidental 
course  of  this  Investigation  would  have 
brought  before  the  House,  Uiey  confer  the 
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Eower  of  shutting  the  gates  of  national 
ospitaltty— of  shotting  <«  the  gates  of 
mercy  on  mankind/'-^upon  every  vice- 
consul  from  Archangel  to  the  soathern 
extremity  of  Morocco !.  It  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible to  imagine  a  discretion  more  likely  tO 
be  abused — I  certainly  mean  no  disrespect 
to  those  who  are  charged  with  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  their  country  abroad ; 
nor  is  it  really  disrespectful  to  any  body  of 
men,  to  describe  the  temptations  to  which 
they  are  peculiarly  exposed.  From 
pecoliar  temptations,  no  profession  or  con- 
dition  of  human  life  is  exempt.  The 
consul  or  vice-consul  is  most  commonly  a 
trader  in  the  port  where  he  is  established* 
Will  he  be  quite  sure  to  estimate  impiir- 
tially,  the  claims  to  a  passport  of  a  rival 
speculator  tn  commerce  }  Will  he  easily 
pant  a  passport  to  him  who  desires  to  go 
to  England  to  carry  on  a  law*suit  against 
bimself,  perhaps  to  complain  of  his  op- 
pressions to  government,  or  to  the  criminal 
courts  ?  By  these  instructions  he  is  armed 
with  authority  to  defeat  the  commercial 
apecolations  of  his  rivals,  to  shut  the  King's 
court  on  suitors  or  men  aggrieved,  to  con- 
trol the  course  of  public  justice.  He  may 
adopt  the  prejuaices  of  his  neighbours 
agamstan  unhappy  individual^^he  may  be 
deterred  from  protecting  him,  by  the 
Tulgar  clamour  which  he  secretly  despises 
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this  treachery  of  our  governors  and  consuls; 
to  the  spirit  of  the  instructions  under  which 
they  acted,  and  to  the  anxiety  so  strangely 
manifested,  to  screen  them  from  the  mild 
censure  of  this  address !  General  Mina,  the 
celebrated  leader  of  Guerillas,  who  had  so 
greatly  distinguished  himself  in  the  cause  of 
Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  was  obliged  on  hia 
restoration,  like  most  of  those  to  whom  he 
owed  his  throne,  to  fly  from  the  vengeance 
of  that  grateful  monarch.  Fortunately  for 
him,  he  did  not  throw  himself  on  the  bos* 
pitality  of  the  governor  of  Gibraltar^->he 
did  not  appeal  to  the  compusion  of  his 
alliea  and  companions  in  arms-»he  took 
refoge  in  France,  and  he  found  a  secure 
and  respected  refuge  among  those  officers* 
whose  blood  he  had  so  liberally  spilt,  but 
who  felt  and  honoured  his  valour.  A 
Spanish  agent  (I  hope  not  a  diplomatic 
minister)  had  the  audacity  to  order  a  com- 
missary of  police  to  arrest  this  gallant 
Spaniard  in  the  city  of  Paris.  The  re- 
spectable person  who  wu  then  minister  of 
police,  communicated  this  usurpaiion  to 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty.  That  prince,  in 
the  spirit  of  the  charter  which  he  granted 
to  his  people  (as  long  as  they  observe 
which,  I  pray  that  they  may  securely 
reign,)  instantly  dismissed  the  commissary 
of  police,  directed  the  Spanish  agent  to 
quit  Parts  in  24  hours,  and  gave  the  ne< 
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of  the  country  where  he  resides— he  ms}< 
ensure  favour  or  the  means  of  wealth  from 
them,  by  driving  back  into  their  dunf^eons 
the  suppliant  who  had  implored  permiuion 
to  enter  England— he  may  pay  his  court 
to  unworthy  English  ministers  by  secretly 
oppressing  those  whose  principles  are  ob- 
noxious to  them,  but  whose  character  is 
too  high  to  be  safely  oppressed  in  the  face 
of  England.  If  aocb  instructions  had 
existed  in  the  age  of  Louis  14tb,  can  we 
doubt  that  many  of  those  who  were  after- 
wards a  blessing  and  an  ornament  to  this 
country  would  have  perished  obscurely 
and  miserably  in  the  ^llies  ?  With  such 
a  pretext,  is  it  credible  that  no  consul 
would  have  paid  his  court  to  his  own  and 
to  the  French  government,  by  the  refusal 
of  passports  to  the  obnoxious  Protcsunts  ? 
If  they  had  existed  in  1792,  who  will 
venture  to  say,  that  they  might  not  have 
furnished  cowardice,  or  malignity,  or  cor- 
ruption, with  a  pretext  for  sendins  one 
more  blameless  bead  to  the  scafiblds  of 
Aobespierre? 

What  a  shocking  contrast  does  a  late 
act  of  the  government  of  France  afford  to 


honourable  protection  as  before  to  general 
Mina.  It  is  true  tbf  t  neither  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  nor  any  other  that  has  any 
pretensions  to  liberty,  possesses  those  mon- 
strous powers  over  aliens,  which  can  only 
be  excused,  if  they  be  excusable,  by  unpa- 
ralleled perils,  and  of  which,  as  all  shadow 
of  peril  is  now  past,  I  hope  ministers  will 
hasten  to  divest  themselves. 

Indeed,  Sir,  the  question  seems  to  me  of 
deep  and  unspeakable  importance.  We 
shall  be  numbered  among  the  accomplicea 
of  these  men,  if  we  refuse  to  disavow  their 
crimes.  The  refusal  of  the  House  to  cen- 
sure them,  the  anxiety  of  ministers  to  ex- 
cuse them,  will  con6rm  a  most  disgraceful 
and  injurious  sospicion,  which,  true  or 
false,  is  already  but  too  prevalent,  that 
the  secret  influence  of  Great  Britain  is 
not  neutral  in  the  struggle  between  despo- 
tism and  liberty  in  Spain;  or  rather,  in  the 
cowardly  persecution  raging  in  that  coun- 
try against  the  defenceleu  friends  of  li- 
berty, and  carried  on  by  a  monarch  who 
owes  to  them  his  throne.  Men  in  office  may 
speak  of  these  events  with  official  reserve. 
This  may  be  fit  for  them.    But  no  inde* 
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pendent  EnglUhnmn  cooceiklf  hia  kidig- 
naiuMn.  AU  Eurof  e  r^g^nils  %ke  stale  of 
Spain  with  akame  aod  abhorvenGe,  and 
bei^rtUy*  prays  hf  ihp  downfaU  of  its  go** 
VitriMBefit.  No  ausipiision  Bu>re  gen«caJ4y 
ivjui'ioas  to  tbe  British  character  could 
prev«*)»  -than  that  wis  secrttly  pcompt  or 
eiren  coQDive  at  those  acts  which  we  dare 
not  jti9tify. 

The  v^iieffatipQ  aod  eathusiaatic  attacli- 
ivient  felt  towards  this  coiHi^kry  by  the 
luffTs  of  liberty  and  of  justice,,  in  other 
€«uotrief  has  long  foroaed  a.  more  consi- 
derable part  of  our  moral  force  than  vulgar 
politiciaos  may  perhaps  believe.  They 
•re  our  disinterested  ujMubsidiaed  allies* 
Their  opioien  ka«  exercised  a  constant 
ihoud^h  often  invisible  influence  on  the 
measures  of  government.  During  the 
greatest  past  of  the  eighteenth  century 
their  reverence  formed  much  of  oar  im- 
portance  and  dignity ;  detached  ii*om  us 
>|)  the  Anurr ican  war,  overwhelmed  in  the 
convulsions  of  the  revolutions*  it  irevtved 
.with  tenfold  force  under  the  pressure  of 
military  despotism,  and  had  pefhaps 
reached  its  zenith  at  the  treaty  of  Paria. 

God  grant  thnt  the  present'  and  similar 
events  may  not  since  thai  time  have 
robbed  us.  of  much  of  this  honourable 
strength !  It  was  bonded  on  the  spoiless 
faith  of  this  kingdom.  It  wiMi  founded  on 
the  inviolable  aay  him  of  her  sacs edterrttory . 
It  was  founded  aihove  all  on  tiiat  noble 
system '  el  wisdom  and  justice  the  fi^e 
constitution  of  England ;  which  made  ns 
•heervant  of  fiailh  and  hospitable  to  the 
oppressed;  the  school  of  every  virtue,  the 
source  of  the  iafevior  benefits  of  wealth 
and  power;  the  model,  the  pride,  the 
hope,  the  consolniion  of  the  human  race. 
When  our  national  faith  is  now  mentioned, 
I  must  hangdowa  my  bead  with  shaoie  and 
dejection;  it  is  bartered  for.Aleamndria; 
it  is  bartered  for  Savoy ;  it  ia  btoriedin  the 
aame  grave  with  the  independence  oi 
Genoa.  Ouff  teftitory  is  no  longer  a  city 
of  refuge;  our  flag  is  no  longer  tlie 
symbol  of  secoiiily  and  the  badge  of  hope 
to  the  eye  of  th«  oppressed  exile.  A 
Briti^  consul  has  become  an  alguasil  of 
the  Inquisition,  and  a*  British  general  has 
become  a  gaoler  for  Ferdinand  7  ;  while 
the  desponding  friends  of  freedom  begin 
to  epprehend,  that  whatever  remaina  of 
aAtachmenfc  to  the  la^s  of  their  forefathers 
nay  still  linger  in  the  bosoms  of-  the 
people  of  England,  her  miaisiers  have 
learned  from  familiar  acquaintance  rather 
te  fear  thao^lolove  liberty. 
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Mr.  ^0^^^*Pe/r  said,  that  nolwitb- 
standing  the  very  elaboiate  speech  of  tbs 
hoo«  and  learned  genthtman  wh^i  had-  jnst 
sat  down,  it  sppeared  to  him  that  the  que»* 
tion  before  the  House  lay  in  a  vesy  narrow 
compass.  The  hon.  geotlemao,  who  had 
brought  forward  the  B«>4)ioe,  had  with 
great  esndnur  and  justice  declased^  thnt  he 
was  satisfied  that  the  secretary  ofi  slafte  had 
shewn  every  disposition  to  remedy  the 
mischief,  and  to  repair  that  hreneh.  of  hos^ 
pitality  which  the  commanding  officer  at 
Gibraltar  had,  from,  an  erroneous  concept 
tion  of  his  duty,  committed.  He  bad 
declared  that  he  should  tiot  have  made 
this  motion,  conceiving  that  genecal  Saaith 
and  sir  James  Duff  had  already  been  sufii^ 
ciently  punished,  if  something  which  had 
£slien  from,  his  right  hon.  friend,  the  Cfaan» 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  had  not  made 
a  further  discussion  necessary.  He  was 
ready  to.  admit,  that  ibe*  conduct  o( 
general  Smith  could  not  be  justified,  and 
be  assented  that  bia  hon.  friend  (Mr.  GouW 
burn)  h^  not  attempted  to  defend  it;  be 
had  merely  endeavoured  m  sheW'  the  mi»- 
conceptioa  under  which,  thai  officer  acted* 
and  to  proTe  that  for  that  misconoep&ion 
he  had  aliwady  been  sufficiently  ponishcd. 
Indeedi  he  thought  the  subject  had  been 
so  ably  discussed  and*  elumdated  hf  his 
hon.  frieod^  that  he  should  not  have  thonght 
it  necessary  for  him  to  trouble  the  House, 
if  it  had  not  been  fev  some  extraneous 
matter  which  had  been  insrodnoed  bgr  the 
hon.  mover,  and  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down,  and 
which  he  felt  it  impossible  to  safer  to  pass 
without  notice. 

The  hon.  gentlemanr  who.  brought  foi^ 
ward  the  question,  had  thought  proper  to 
enter  into  a  discussion  upon  the  pmseot 
state  of  Spain,  and  to  animadvert  in  severe 
and  harsh  lerms  upon  the  conduct  of  king 
Ferdinand  and  upon  his  govmmment.  The 
hon.  gentleman  had  also  added!  that  in^ 
pressinoa  had,  gone  abroad  thail  the  gowrm* 
meat  of  this  country  had  assisted  the  king 
of  Spain  in  the  conduct  which  he  had  pun- 
sued  since  his  return.  He  begged  to 
nbservev  that  he  was  at  a  lose  to  oonoeive 
what  good  the  hon.  gentleman  auf  pased 
could  arise  from  such  animadveratons, 
upon,  and  such  language  towards,  an  ally 
of  this  country.  Wh^ver  the  House  or 
the  ministers  might  think  of  the  oondaot 
of  the  Spanish  government,  nothing  that 
they  could  say  or  do,  could  prevent  iha 
sovereign  of  an  independent  country  from 
I  governing  bis  awn  dominionsas  be  pleased; 
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Mo  neii  could  deplore  the  condaci  of  the 
Spaowti  goTernmeok  more  than  his  Ma« 
josty'i  ministers  did  ;  but  when  gentlemen 
asserted,  that  the  king  of  Spain  and  his 
ministers  stood  alone  in  that  country,  that 
the  people  were  inimical  to  king  Fer- 
dinand, and  disapproved  of  his  conduct  in 
annulling  the  cortes,  he  assured  them  that 
tdey  were  entirely  mistaken;  and  tt^was 
important  that  he  should,  by  stating  a  few 
historical  facts,  set  them  right  upon  (hat 
subject :  he  begged,  however,  in  so  doing, 
to  guard  himself  from  the  supposition, 
ihat  h^,  or  any  of  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
approved  of  the  conduct  which  he  was 
about  to  describe ;  for  he  assured  the 
House,  that  if  ever  the  time  should  come 
when  the  whole  of  the  conduct  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's  ministers,  of  our  ambassador  in 
Spain,  and  of  the  commander  in  chief  in 
that  country,  could  be  made  public,  it 
would  appear,  that  nothing  had  been  left 
undone  tnat  could  be  done  by  advice  or 
representation  to  prevent  those,  events 
vrhich  every  one  must  deplore. 

But  the  hon.  gentleman  should  not  run 
away  with  the  opinion,  that  there  was  but 
one  sentiment  in  Spain  respecting  the 
Spanish  government.  Upon  the  return 
of  the  king  of  Spain  to  his  dominions,  he 
sveni  to  Valencia,  and  the  hon.  mover  had 
expressed  his  regret  that  the  British  am- 
bassador, sir  Henry  Wellesley,  had  gone 
thither  to  meet  the  king.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  not,  indeed,  blamed  that  con- 
duct, but  he  had  lamented  it.  The  hon. 
gentleman,  however,  should  recollect,  that 
sir  Henry  Wellesley  was  sent  as  ambas* 
.  aador  to  king  Ferdinand,  in  whose  name 
the  cortes  and  the  regency  carried  on  the 

fovernment,  and  that  therefore,  when  the 
ing  returned  to  his  dominions,  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  British  ambassador  to  pay  his 
respects  to  the  sovereign  to  whom  he  was 
accredited.  But,  when  the  king  arrived 
at' Valencia,  he. was  met  by  the  general 
officers  of  bis  army,  and  by,  a  great  variety 
•f  other  persons,  who  all  implored  him  to 
put  aa  end  to  the  then  existing  govern- 
ment, and  to  remove  the  cortes.  Through- 
out the  whole  of  bis  journey  he  heard 
nothing  but  the  same  language  of  detest- 
ation at  the  government  of  the  regency 
and  the  cortes.  He  regretted  very  much 
that  such  should  be  the  case,  but  the  fact 
was  so.  The  king  arrived  at  Aranjuez  on 
the  1  Ith  May ;  his  proclamation  annulling 
the  old  government  was  dated  the  ith  of 
May,  and  issued  «t  Madrid  on  the  1  Ith  ; 
and  OB  that  day  a  part  of  the  members  of 
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the  cortea  wero  piit  in  prison.    What  fol- 
lowed ?     On  the  1 3th,  the  king  set  out  for 
Madrid.     Upon  that  occasion,  the  whole 
population  of    the    country    assembled ; 
ihey  took  the  mules  from  his  carnage, 
and  he  was  drawn  from'  Aranjuez  to  his 
capital,  amidst  the  enthusiastic  acct^iroa- 
tions  of   the   largest  assembla^^e  cf  the 
people  that  had  ever  been  known  in  Spain. 
lit,  therefore,  gentlemen  thought  that  the 
conduct  of  i\te  king  in  removing  the  cortea 
was  unpopular  in  Spain,  they  were  com- 
pletely mistaken*     He  wished   that  the 
people  of  Spain  felt  as  the  people  of  £ng« 
lana  did ;    Intt  it  should  be  recollected, 
that  aa  the  latter  would^not  sufier  any 
foreign  nation  to  interfere  with  their  inter- 
nal government,  so,  on  the  other  hand« 
it  was  rather  too  much  for  them  to  say, 
that  they  had  a  right  to  dictate  to  another 
peopk   what  sort  of    government    they 
should  have,  and  to  revile  them  because 
they  did  not  think  and  feel  like  English- 
men.    He  lamented  therefore,  lie  repeated^ 
that  gentlemen  thought  it  right  to  animad 
vert  in  soch  strong  terms  upon  the  Spanish 
,  government ;  it  could  answer  no  good  end^ 
and  might  lend  to  shake  our  alliance  with 
that  government — [Hear,  hear!   on  the 
Opposi  tion  side  of  the  House] .   He  begged 
gentlemen  to  eonstdcr  that  it  was^no  un- 
important   matter    whether    Spain    waa 
thrown  into  our  acale  or  into  any  other. 

The  hon.  gentleman  had  also  said,  that 
there  were  imputations  against  us  for  our 
conduct  to  New  as  well  as  to  Old  Spain  ; 
but  surely  nothing  could  justify  Great 
Britain,  being  in  alliance  with  Spoin,  to 
interfere  between  the  mother  country  and 
her  colonies,  more  than  we  had  done  in 
the  time  of  the  cortes,  when  we  ofiTered 
our  mediation,  which  was  unfortunately 
not  accepted.  The  hon.  gentleman  bad 
aiso  mentioned  the  duke  of  Wellington  ; 
he  had,  indeed,  mentioned  him  as  he 
always  did,  in  a  manner  that  must  be  gra- 
tifying to  every  one  who  felt  an  affection 
for  that  noble  person  ;  but  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman seemed  surprised  that  the  noble 
duke,  who  had  received  his  honours  and 
favours  from  the  cortes,  should  liave  agsin 
received  them  from  the  king:  but  the 
hon.  gentlemao  should  recollect,  that  these 
honours  were  conferred  in  the  name  of 
the  king,  and  therefore  it  was  natural  that 
the  king  should  confirm  the  honours  which 
had  been  granted  in  his  name.  He  was 
ashaaaed  to  have  taken  up  ao  mach  of  the 
time  of  the  House  upon  this  part  of  the 

I'  subject* 
{4E) 
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The  hon.  gentleman  who  brought  for- 
ward this  motion,  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  differed  essen- 
tially from  each  other  in  their  views  of 
this  subject.    The  former  (af  he  had  be- 
fore stated)  was  of  opinion  that  general 
Smith  and  sir  James  Duff  had  already 
been  sufficiently  punished,  and  had  only 
moved  this  Address  to  mark  more  strongly 
the  sense  of  the  House  upon  this  transac- 
tion; the  latter  thought  the  conduct  of 
general   Smith  quite   atrocious:  he.db- 
believed  the  statement  of  the  general  re- 
specting the  entrance  of  these  persons  into 
the  garrison   under  false  names.     Upon 
that  point  he  chose  rather  to  give  credit 
to    M.  Puigblancj    notwithstanding  ^the 
statement  of  Mr.  Stedman,  who,  when  he 
wrote  the  letter  before  the  House,  could 
never  suppose  that  this  subject  would  be 
made  public.     The  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman even  thougla  that  the  conduct  of 
general  Smith  should  be  made  the  subject 
of  miliury  inquiry.    This  was  not  the 
opinion  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  brought 
forward  this  question.    There  was  not  one 
word  to  that  effect,  either  in  his  speech 
or  in  the  Address.    The  hon.  gentleman 
who  brought  forward  the  motion,  and  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  dlBered  also  mo^t  easentially  with 
respect  to  the  Convention  entered  into  in 
1794.    The  former  was  of  opinion,  that  it 
was  absolutely  illeffal,  while  the  latter 
considered  it  as  perfectly  conformable  to 
the  law  of  nations.  When  two  gentlemen  of 
such  distinguished  talents  and  information 
differed  so  widely  in  opinion  respecting 
that  agreement,  surely  the  House  would 
make    great    allowance    for    an    officer 
situated  as  general  Smith  was,  recently 
and  unex))ectedly  called  opon  to  take  the 
command  of  so  important  a  garrison  as 
Gibraltar.    In  his  own  opinion,  the  Con- 
vention of  1794  went  rather  farther  than 
the  law  of  nations  would    in  strictness 
allow ;  but  whether  that  was  the  case  or 
not,  general  Smith  knew  that  that  Con- 
vention had  been  acted  opon ;  and  that 
he  should  have    mistaken  its  meaning, 
could  not,  he  thought,  be  fairly  considered 
as  so  heinous  a  crime  as  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  had  endeavoured  to  repre- 
sent it*    That  he  bad  acted  erroneously 
vvasiadmitted  ;  but,  sorely,  in  determining 
the  degree  of  censure  to  which  he  was 
liable,  the  House  would  take  into  consi- 
deration the  anmui  by  which  he  was  in- 
fluenced.   It  was  impossible  to  suppose 
that  he  meant  iatentiooally  to  violate  his 


duty,  and  to  expose  himself  to  censure* 
What  motive,  what  object,  what  tempta- 
tion had  he  to  act  wrong  ?  Let  gentlemen 
look  at  the  situation  in  which  general 
Smith  was  placed,  the  character  he  had  to 
maintain,  and  the  responsibility  under 
which  he  acted,  and  they  must  be  con- 
vinced that  his  conduct  could  only  be 
founded  upon  an  erroneous  conception  of 
his  duty.  If,  then,  the  House  was  satis- 
fied, that  that  officer,  though  he  acted 
wrong,  acted  without  a  bad  motive,  they 
would,  he  was  sure,  think  that  the  letter 
of  lord  Balhurst  was  a  sufficient  punish* 
ment  for  the  offence  ;  because,  to  a  gen- 
tleman of  his  rank,  it  was  not  only  a 
severe  censure,  but  a  serious  misfortune. 

With  respect  to  the  case  of  sir  Jamet 
Duff,  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Gouldburn)  had 
put  it  so  clearly  that  it  would  be  a  waste 
of  time  for  him  to  enlarge  upon  the  sub- 
ject.    Here  was    a  zesdous  and    active 
public  officer,  who  thought    that  some 
suspicious  persons  were  going  into  the 
garrison  of  Gibraltar,  and  be  thought  it  hia 
duty  to  apprize  the  governor  of  the  fort. 
He  did  not  desire  that  they  should  be 
taken  up ;  be  merely  put  the  governor  on 
his  guard.    Sir  James  Duff  was  a  man  of 
a  mild  and  amiable  disposition,  and  there- 
fore, though  he  thought  it  his  duty  to 
communicate  what  he  knew  to  the  go- 
vernor of  Gibraltar,  he  did  it  in  as  son  a 
manner  as  he  could.    The  same  principle 
upon  which  he  had  contended  that  the 
case  of  general  Smith  ought  to  be  deter- 
mined, applied  to  that  of  sir  James  DuK 
Gentlemen,  he  was  sore,  would  bear  in 
mind  that  sir  James  Doff  was.  a  man  of 
above  80  years  of  age,  near  fifty  of  which 
he  had  spent  in  the  public  service.     He 
had  resided  near  40  years  at  Cadiz,  where 
no  man  was  better  known  or  more  be- 
loved.   He  was,  indeed,  considered  as  the 
father  of  the  cit^»    Durinff  the  whole  of 
his  long  public  life^  he  had  uniformly  met 
with  the  approbation   of  his   superiors* 
The  present  British  ambassador  in  Spain^ 
he  knew,  entertained  the  highest  ofHnion 
of  sir  James,  and  his  predecessor  in  that 
embassy  (whom  he  had  seen  that  morning) 
had  spoken  in  the  highest  terms  of  hinu 
It  was,  therefore,  impossible  to  suppose, 
that  a  man  who  had  passed  so  long  a  life 
with  so  unblemished  a  reputation,  would 
intentionally  misconduct  himself. 

The  hon*  and  learned  gentleman  who 
had  spoken  last,  had  indeed  admitted  the 
high  character  of  sir  James  Duff;  but  had 
drawn  from  it  the  most  singular  inferen^ 
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•tf»t  il  wu  ponible  to  conceiTe.  «« If," 
•aid  the  bon.  and  learned  gentleman,  *«  sir 
James  Doff  had  been  a  man  of  an  indif- 
ferent repatation,  his  conduct  might  be 
MMsed  over ;  bat  as  his  character  through  a 
long  life  has  been  most  escellentf  there- 
/ore  ponish  him  severely."  And  why? 
^«  because  he  can  bear  it."  How  would 
4he  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  feel,  if 
haffaig  spent  a  considerable  portion  of  his 
life  in  the  poblio  service,  with  an  an- 
blemished  reputation,— how  would  he  feel, 
if  he  were  now  to  commit  an  oninten- 
Uonal  error,  and  were  to  be  told  that  be 
mast  be  ponisbed  severely,  and  that  be 
owed  the  severity  of  his  pontshment  to 
the  excellence  of  his  put  conduct  ?  Was 
this  sensibility— was  it  humanity—* was  it 
justice?  Did  not  the  hon.  and  learned 
|[eotleman  know,  that  in  the  same  propor- 
tion as  a  man's  character  stood  high  in 
public  estimation,  would  he  feel  the  seve- 
rity even  of  the  slightest  censure  ?  From 
what  source  did  the  boa.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman draw  this  new  and  extraordinary 
ptii^iple  of  distributive  justice  ?  was  it  in 
studying  the  law  of  nations,  that  he  learnt 
this  new  mode  of  rewarding  the  long  and 
laithful  services  of  an  old  servant  of  the 
|>oblic?  It  appeared,  that  after  the  ac- 
quittal of  M.  Puigblanc,  sir  James  treated 
him  with  the  greatest  kindness;  feeling 
that  he  had  done  that  gentleman  an  in- 
jury in  one  instance,  he  had  eagerly  seised 
•the  first  opportunity  of  making  atonement 

Upon  tne  whole,  though  he  disapproved 
of  general  Smith's  conduct,  and  wished 
that  the  letter  of  sir  James  Doff  had  not 
been  written,  yet,  thinking  that  they  had 
already  been  punished  sufficiently,  he 
could  not  agree  to  the  motion.  There 
was  one  part  of  the  address  to  which  he 
bad  no  other  objection,  except  that  it  was 
not  necessary—he  meant  that  part  which 
recommended  application  to  be  made  for 
the  release  of  the  unfortunate  persons  re- 
maining in  confinement.  He  thought  it 
unnecessary,  because  no  gentleman  could 
doubt  that  every  effort  would  be  made  to 
procure  their  liberation. 

Mr*  Alderman  C.  SmUh  knew  one  of  the 
nnfortonato  individuals  in  question,  and 
thought  the  House  and  the  country  much 
indebted  to  the  hon*  mover  for  agitating 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Addmgim  vindicated  his  Majesty's 
^vemment,  particularly  his  noble  rela- 
tive, and  explained  several  of  the  circum- 
iMbnces  connected  with  the  arrest  of  the 
lodifidoab  adverted  to  in  the  motion. 
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Mr.  Dombskk  Browne  declared  himself 
qoito  convinced  of  the  guilt  of  general 
Smith  and  sir  James  Duff,  and  that  the 
reprehension  to  which  ministers  had  al- 
luded was  not  a  safficient  punishment  for 
such  guilt  If  any  officer  had  rendered 
services  to  the  country,  the  thanks  of  a 
secretary  of  stato  would  not  be  deemed  a 
sufficient  reward ;  and  he  could  not  con* 
ceive  upon  what  ground  it  could  be  sop- 
posed  that  where  an  officer  had  degraded 
the  character  of  the  country,  the  censure 
of  a  secretary  of  stato  could  be  regarded 
as  a  sufficient  punishment  The  bon. 
member,  therefore,  concluded  with  ex- 
pressing bis  resolution  to  vote  for  the  Ad- 
dress; and  if  that  Address  called  for  a 
more  severe  punishment  of  the  persona 
alluded  to,  be  should  support  it  with  more 
cheerfulness. 

Mr.  Homer  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
sentiment  expressed  by  the  last  speaker 
was  one  that  came  home  to  the  heart  and 
understanding  of  every  individual  in  the 
House.  No  censure  whatever,  and  of 
course  no  punishment,  he  would  venture 
to  say,  had  been  passed  on  general  Smith; 
and  the  only  Question  was,  whether  the 
House  would  declare  in  their  corporate 
capacity,  what  they  received  u  undeniable 
in  their  individoal  belief?  Sir  James  Duff 
might  be  deceived,  or  he  might  be  in  the 
hands  of  other  iiersons;  but  the  sense 
of  his  letters  distinctly  and  specifically 
pointed  out  his  participation  in  the  whole 
of  this  proceeding.  It  was  impossible  for 
any  man  who  examined  this  correspon- 
dence not  to  see  that  sir  James  Dutt'and 
general  Smith  were  not  to  be  separated  in 
the  consideration  of  this  question.  Who 
then  were  the  persons  who  had  become 
the  victims  of  this  misconduct  ?  M.  Puis* 
blanc  bad  been  a  professor  of  Hebrew  ui 
the  university  of  Alcala*  M.  Ctfrrea  too 
was  an  officer  who  had  fought  with  his  two 
sons  for  Spanish  freedom,  one  of  whom 
had  received  four,  and  the  other  eleven 
wounds,  and  was  now  languishing  in  the 
galleys  of  Genu,  to  fill  up  the  dreadful 
measure  of  ten  years  of  servitude.  But 
it  would  seem  that  the  cases  of  these  un- 
fertonate  persons  were  not  to  be  inquired 
into,  lest  we  should  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
alliance  with  king  Ferdinand.  What  be» 
nefit  could  be  derived  from  an  alliance 
with  such  a  despicable  tyrant  ?  It  might 
as  well  be  argued  that  we  were  interested 
in  preserving  terms  of  amity  with  the 
day  of  Algiers  or  with  any  of  the  states 
of  Barbery,  as  with  that  usurper  of  the 
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Spanish  throne!  [Hear,  bear!]*Tef|  he 
ivould  say,  that  usurper,  who,  when  he 
bad  escaped  from  captivity  in  France,  bad 
violated  the  treaty  which  bad  restored  him 
to  liberty  aod  ittdependence*  and  o?er- 
thrown  the  very  body,  the  cortes,  who 
had  contributed  to  save,  aod  had  returtied 
lo  bim  a  kingdom,  of  which  he  bad  b^en 
divested.  At  this  mpmeot, .  the  very 
creature  finh  whom  we  were  so  anxious 
to  be  on  terms  of  amity  was « nothing*  more 
4>r  less  than  an  infamous  usurper.  But  It 
was  consoling  to  know,  that  the  people  of 
Spain  were  pot  quietly  submitting  to  bis 
yoke.  From  the  beat  infoirmation  he  could 
obtain,  h^  .had  reason  to  beUeve  that  the 

.  present  situation  of  that  coui^iry  resembled 
the  convulsive  movementa  which  precede 
a  battle ;  and  in  proof  of  its  disturbed  state, 
he  coyld  say,  that  a  letter  could  not  now 

^  be  received  at  Lisbon  from  Madri^t  but 
through  the  medittfn  of  mountaineer 
peasants.  Was  this  a  proof  tJlat  Ferdi- 
nand reigoed  in  the  hearts  of  the  people? 
So  fur  from  it,  this  es^ecrable  wretch  was 
hated  and  despised  throughout  tiie  nation. 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  s^id*  he 
was  anxious  that  tb^  House  should  give 
the  most  energetic  expression  to  its  feel- 
ings, in  the  hope  that  that  expression, 
combined  with  the  known  aekHiment  of  Use 
country,  and  of  all  that  was  enlightened 
and  good  in  {Europe,  might  chance  to 
reach  not  th^t  insensible  wretch  Ferd>- 
nand»  upon,  whom  tbey  Could  have  no 
effect,  but  the  people' whom  lie  so  grossly 
ill-treated— »iO  the  cordial .  wisU  also,  he 
would  avow,  thAt  such  sentimento  might 
excite  the  people  of"  Spain  to  re<>assert 
their  rights*  lo  dspose  Ferdinand^  and 
bring  the  miscreant  to  condign  puniab- 
nient.  [Hear,  bear !  J  His  conduct  was  an 
example  of  all  that  was  servile  in  the  be- 
ginning,  ungrateful  in  the.  progress,  and 
cruel  in  the  close  of  that  career  on  which 
he  had  entered.  Servile  to  those  in  whose 
power  he  found  himself,  his  ingratitude 

.  had  been  shown  to  his  best  benefactors, 
and  his  cruelty  to  those  who  had  restored 
him  to  his  crown  I  and  his  people  to  their 
independence.  Why  ministers  should  op- 
pose the  present  motion  he  could  not  con* 
ceive.  He  was  astonished  that  any  diffi- 
culty should  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  it, 
and  thought  that  it  was  not  possible  the 
House  could  refuse  to  agree  to  the  Address. 
Mr.  A^i^gc  B^thwru  was  willing  to  al- 
low that  an  oleooe  had  been  committed, 
in  which  both  general  Smith  and  sir  James 
Puflf  were  implicated ;   b^t  they  had  al- 


ready been  reprimanded  tbfougii  an  «A- 
cial  cliannel.  If  the  thanks  of  that  Hosmb 
was  the.  highest  honour  a  public  servant 
could  receive,  it  must  follow  that  ita  ceii* 
sure  was  the  severest  punishment;  and, 
considering  all  the  circumstancea  under 
which  the  parties  had  acted,  bo  was  not 
prepared  to  go  that  lengtlK  The  tioodatt 
of  the  king  of  Spain,  which  had  been  in- 
troduced by  the  bon.  and  learned  gentle- 
man^  was  a  topic  quite  Unconnected  with 
the  present  question*  There  might  be 
people  who  liked  the  state  of  things  now 
existing  in  Spain ;  nay,  he  believed  a  vast 
proportion  of  that  people  were  friends  to 
arbitrary  government  and  the  loquisition  : 
but  did  the  bon.  and  learned  gentleman 
mean,  that  because  we  liked  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other,  therefore  we  should 
drop  all  connexion  with  Spain?  It  was 
most  impolitic  to  compare  that  poyver 
with  the  dey  of  Algiers,  and  was  calcn- 
lated  to-  loosen  those  ties  which  existed 
between  the  two  countries.  This  guvern- 
n^eut  bad  never  defended  the  arbitrary 
power  that  was  domineering  in  Spain;  but 
nothing  could  be  more  iropoliuc  than  by 
irritating  language  to  throw  thai  govern- 
ment into  close  alliance  with  France. 
With  respect  to  the  present  question,  he 
thought  enough  had  been  already  done  to 
satisfy  the  justice  of  the  country* 

Mr.  Htfmtr  stated,  in  explanation,  that 
he  did  not  think  the  alliance  with  Fer- 
dinand of  such  importance,  as  to  induce 
the  House  to.  suppress  its  indignation  upon 
the  transactions  alluded  to. 

Sir  J,  JNncpori  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  IVynn  said|  that  what  he  wanted 
was  not  mere,  personal  censure.  The 
House  had  a  higher  duty  to  perform,  that 
of  clearing  the  honour  of  the  country  from 
an  offence  comitiitted  by  Its  public  agents. 
He  thought  that  an  honourable  retreat 
should  be  offered  to  sir  James  Dtiff,  whose 
services  had  in  other  respects  been  great, 
and  that  general  Smith  snould  be  recalled. 
He  dki  not  feel  that  the  honour  of  the 
country  could  be  redeemed  without  some 
public  act,  aqd  the  address  of  that  Houae 
would  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Prince 
Regent's  government  in  its  applications 
for  restoring  liberty  to  those  men  wbo 
were  in  a  state  of  suffering  and  confine- 
ment. 

Mr.  Hmikisun  thought  the  manner  in 
which  the  character  of  the  Spaaiab  aove* 
reign  had  been  that  night  treated  ex-> 
tremely  ill  calculated  to  give  weight  to 
any  such  representations.    The  hon.  and 
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iMToad  mofer  luid  estremely  tttrprifed 
litm  wben  he  talked  of  the  nnexainpled 
•ibrti  whfcb  bid  been  made  by  tbe  opa^ 
fittb  pairiou,  when  Ibe  conatant  practice 
of  his  frienda  on  fonnar  occasions  had  been 
to  cocnplain  of  their  apathyt  and  6f  the 
obttaelea  which  they  opposed  to  the  rac* 
ceas  otf  tbe  common  cause*  He  would 
pot  it,  howefer,  to  that  hon.  and  learned 
gentlemao'a  taste  and  good  tensci  whe* 
ther  it  was  beeoning  the  conduct  of  a  le* 
gislator*  of  m  member  of  the  British  par- 
iianenty  to  talk  of  an  allied  sovereign  as 
»  wretch  and  a  usurper?  What  woold 
hare  been  said  here,  if  in  any  discussion 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  cortes;  the 
aovereign  of  this  country  had  been  so 
branded  on  a  question  of  domestic  policy, 
as  the  sovereign  of  Spain  bad  been  that 
night  ?  Would  it  have  promoted  harmony 
between  Ihe  two  countries  ?  And  yet  there 
were  not  wanting  questions  of  domestic 
policy  in  this  country  in  which  it  was 
possible  that  the  cortes  rotght  have  inter- 
fered. He  would  ask,  also,  whether  such 
language  was  politic  in  regard  to  the  in- 
terests of  this  country  and  its'  friendly 
connexion  with  Spain  ? 

Mr.  If^pM explained.  The  House  could 
not|  he  said,  be  indifferent  to  the  conduct 
of  public  agents  of  this  country,  when 
they  thought  proper  to  assiine  the  cha* 
racter  of  Alguazils. 

Mr.  J.  I*.  Grani  said,  that  notwitbstand* 
ing  what  they  had  just  heard,  he  felt  it 
htsduty  thus  publicly  Co  declare,  that  for 
the  person  of  Ferdinand,  and  the  coun- 
sels by  which  he  was  directed,  he  felt 
nothing  but  contempt  and  abhorrence. 
There  was  no  hope  for  Spain,— no  hope 
that  she  could  be  bf  any  service  to  the 
commonweal  of  Europe,  if  the  govern- 
ment of  Ferdinand  lasted,  if  that  con«^ 
lemptible  and  detestable  tyrant  waa  not 
hurled  from  his  throne.  Tbe  hon.  gentle- 
nan  said,  that  if  he  could  rouse  one  man 
in  Spain  to  resist  him,  he  should  think  he 
was  doing  a  service.  For  while  Ferdi- 
nand's government  continued,  there  was 
noiAing  to  fear  from  her  resentments- 
nothing  to  hope  from  her  friendship. 

Mr.  WiUkm  Ellhi  supported  the  mo- 
tion. He  truated  that  at  least  steps  would 
be  uken  by  government  to  procure  the 
release  of  tbe  persons  aggrieved,  and 
thought  the  House  ought  not  to  separate 
without  expressingtheir  sense  of  the  con- 
duct of  sir  Jhmes  Duff  and  general  Smith. 

Mr.  WkiitfTtad,  in  reply,  said,  that  he 
ahould  be  unreaaonablOi  indeed,  were  he 


not  contented  with  the  discussion  which 
had  taken  place  that  night,  in  which  tht 
conduct  of  general  Smith  and  sir  Jsmes 
Duff,  pott'mg  private  feeling  out  of  tfaa 
question,  had  been  universally  reprobated* 
He  denied  that  he  had  brought  any  charge 
against   general  Whitlingham,  who  had 
distinguished  himself  so  greatly  in   the 
brilliant  action  of  Barrosa.     He  had  only 
said,  that  he  thought  it  an  uhfortunate  cir- 
cumstance that  that  officer  should   have 
commanded  the  advanced  guard  of  Ferdi- 
nand the  Seventh,  when  he  proceeded  to 
overthrow  the  cortes.     This  tyrant  dared 
not  to  have  made  his  entry  into  Spain  un- 
less the  British  general  had  preceded  him. 
He  had  also  only  said,  that  it  was  an  un- 
fortunate circumstance  that  the  name  of 
general  WbittiOgbam  ahouUI  have  been 
coupled  with  money  transactions.    It  ap- 
peared from  the  documents  in  his  hands, 
that  52,000/.  had  been  paid  to  his  divi- 
sions of   the  army.      [Here    Mr.   Hart 
Daries  said,  <«  not  pounds  but  dollars."] 
The  hon.   member  on  referring   to  the 
papers,  acknowledged  that  he  was  wrong, 
and  the  sum  was  52,000  dollars.    That 
however,  he  contended,  mattered  not— »it 
waa  a  sum  of  money.     He  had  been  asked 
if  he  would  have  had  general  Wbitling« 
ham  refuse  to  obey  tbe  orders  given  him  f 
He  knew  not  what  he  would  have  had 
general  Whittingham  do;  but  be  would 
tell  tbe  hon.  gentleman,  what  other  offi* 
cers  had  done— 4hey  had  thrown  up  their 
commissions.     In  answer  to  what    had 
fallen  from  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Hiley  Addington),    who   had    expressed 
such  anxiety  to  justify  his  amiable  rcla* 
tion  (lord  Sidmouth),  he  would  tell  him 
that  some  most  atrocious  and  disgraceful 
proceedings  had  taken  place  under  the 
Alien  Act.    When  that  Act  passed,  his 
amiable  relation  sat  in  the  chair  of  that 
House— afler  that  he  became  prime  mi* 
nister^after  that  he  became  nothing— 
[a  laugh  j — after  that  he  had  been  in  and 
out,  and  in  and  out  several  times.    With 
respect  to  the  Portuguese  gentleman  who 
was  stated    to  have  been    sent   to    the 
Brazils,  tbe  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said, 
tt  might  have  taken   place   during  the 
holidays  when  he  was  away  from  town— » 
he  hoped  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
be  able  to  refute  the  charse ;  if  not,  he 
would  bring  the  subject  under  tbe  review 
of  parliament.   ^Adverting  to  what  had 
been  aaid  of  the  impropriety  of  speaking 
against  Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  known  to  him,  that  hi9  ty« 
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rannv  was  hot  only  cemored  by  Ibe  op* 
potitioo  in  that  House,  bat  by  the  minis- 
try also.  If  If  hat  passed  in  the  English 
parliament  found  its  way  into  Ferdinand's 
palace,  and  he  should  say,  speaking  wiih 
reference  to  'what  the  opposition  might 
hare  said,  "  Ob !  these  are  Jacobins  and 
levellers;  let  us  see  what  the  ministers 
say  in  my  defence !"  he  would  find  that 
his  conduct  had  been  arraigned  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  W. 
Pole),  in  terms  ten  times  more  severe  than 
any  he  had  used.  Mr.  Whitbread  said, 
he  would  still  continue  to  speak  against 
the  tyranny  of  Ferdinand,  and  he  could 
not  but  lament  that  he  was  not  now  em- 
ployed, as  he  had  been  part  of  the  time  he 
was  in  captivity,  m  embroidering  a  mttslm 
gown  for  the  Virgin  Mary,  who,  in  conside- 
ration of  receiving  such  a  present,  worked 
by  his  royal  hand,  had  revealed  to  him 
in  a  vision,  that  he  would  one  day  be  re- 
stored to  the  throne  of  Spain.*«-[Lood 


*  The  following  extract  from  a  "  Ser- 
mon prononciado  en  la  min  f6nction  qui 
se  celebro  en  Cadiz,  par  Don  BIaz  deOsto- 
loza,  capellan  major  de  S.  M.  C.  y  lo 
Confessor.  Ed-  7^  en  Burgos,  de  la  im- 
prentede  la  Inquisition,  1814,'' will  ex- 
plain the  above  passage  of  the  hon.  mem- 
Der*s  speech.  The  confessor  begins  by 
givipg  a  picture  of  the  life  of  the  king  at 
Valency : 

'*  The  king/'  says  he,  "  rose  at  eight 
o'ck>ck,  heard  mass,  breakfasted,  made 
afterwards  a  party  at  billiards,  entered  his 
closet  to  read  his  letters  or  some  portion 
of  holy  writ,  embroidered  at  the  tambour 
till  two  o'clock,  at  which  time  he  took  a 
short  airing  in  a  carriage — he  dined  on 
his  return — made  a  short  prayeri  received 
his  brothers,  or  those  who  were  admitted 
to  pay  their  court  to  him,  supped,  and  be- 
fore going  to  bed  recited  with  all  his 
household  the  Litanies,  which  he  toned 
himself. 

«'  An  agent  of  Napoleon,  whose  im- 
pious presence  he  was  forced  to  endure, 
employed  all  means  of  seduction  to  draw 
the  infant  from  his  holy  occupations.  He 
brought  a  troop  of  female  dancers  from 
Paris,  and  even  his  own  wife,  to  endeavour 
to  charm  the  king ;  but  I  perceived  by 
certain  signs  (adds  the  confessor,  whose 
words  we  translate  literally,)  that  the 
breasts  of  these  women,  indecently  ex- 
posed, were  beginning  to  have  a  danger* 
ous  effect  on  the  prince,  who  was  ready  to 
fall  into  thfi  seventh  deadly  sin.    I  admo* 
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laughter.]  Would  to  God  he  had  con* 
tinned  all  his  life  to  work  gowns  and  pet* 
ticoats  for  the  Virgin  Mary,  rather  than 
that  he  should  have  returned  to  his  coun- 
try, to  act  a  part  in  the  bloody  scenes  ia 
which  he  was  now  engaged*  Mr.  Whit* 
bread  then  took  occasion  to  notice  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  right  hon.  gentleman  op* 
posite  (Mr.  Hoskisson),  which  he  con- 
tended grew  out  of  another  appointnenl 
(that  of  Mr.  Canning),  asd  stated  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  have  bean  left 
behind,  a  legacy  to  the  present  adminis- 
tration, by  his  dear  departed  friend  the 
ambassador  to  Lisbon. 

Mr.  W,  Poie  denied,  that  he  had  cen* 
sured  the  conduct  of  Ferdinand  7,  in 
terms  like  those  which  bad  been  imputed 
to  him. 

Mr.  Hu$kiiion  said,  he  had  not  been 
one  of  those  who  approved  of  the  abuse 
which  at  one  time  it  was  common  to 
hear   lavished   upon   Buonaparte;     boc^ 


nished  him  in  time,  and,  like  the  slave  of 
Potiphar,  Bon  Ferdinand  escaped  these 
new  sirens. 

"  The  king  was  above  all  thinn  in- 
censed at  the  poverty  of  the  chief  altar 
of  the  parish  of  Valency ;  and  at  there 
being  in  the  Chateau,  a  play-house,  while 
there  was  neither  a  chapel  nor  an  oratory 
— ^while  the  people  were  luxurious  in  their 
furniture  and  feasts,  and  miserable  in  the 
decoration  of  their  temples.  The  king 
embroideredi  himself,  a  beautiful  robe  of 
white  silk,  with  gold  palleu  and  gold 
fringe,  for  the  Virgin.  He  had  raiswl  a 
superb  altar,  gilt,  and  he  sometimes  served, 
himself,  the  mass  at  the  feet  of  the  Queen 
of  the  angels.  The  Queen  of  the  angela 
was  most  sensible  of  these  royal  attentionsy 
and  manifested  to  him  her  content  by 
many  signs.  It  happened  in  particular, 
that  one  night  an  ecclesiastic  of  the  dis- 
trict being  overcome  with  sleep  in  the 
church,  the  Virgin  appeared  to  him  as 
cominff  out  of  the  altar,— -she  advanced 
towards  the  ecdesiastici  made  several 
turns  round  him,  to  display  the  elegance 
of  her  toilette,  and  i^aid  to  him,  sighing^ 
that  her  son  received  the  vows  of  the 
king  in  recompence  of  the  fine  robe  that 
he  had  given  her;  that  the  Spanish 
princes  would  not  remain  long  without 
being  deli? ered ;  and  that  they  must  form 
an  Order  of  the  Holy  Sacrament,  with 
which  all  the  chevaliers  should  be  armed 
for  his  defence. 

*'  The  priest  much  touched  by  thia 
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cated  himself,  oo  the  ground  that  be  bad 
no  pergonal  enmity  towards  the  general, 
and  proceeded  merely  upon  the  informa- 
tion which  he  had  receited.  Mr.  Davis 
replied  with  unabated  warmth,  alleging, 
that  the  information,  from  whatever  source, 
did  not  justify  so  outrageous  an  attack  upon 
a  meritorious  officer,  and  his  relation.  Mr. 
W  hi  thread  persevered  in  the  same  ground 
of  defence;  and  as  Mr.  Davis  vehemently 
declared  that  this  was  by  no  means  a  satis- 
factory vindication,  Mr.  WynUj  who  wit- 
nessed the  dispute,  and  was  apprehensive 
of  consequences,  immediately  went  into 
the  House,  and  informed  the  Speaker  of 
what  had  occurred.  The  Speaker  imme* 
diately  sent  to  desire  that  Mr.  Whitbread 
and  Mr.  Hart  Davis  would  return  into  the 
House.  Both  the  gentlemen  obeyed  the 
call,  and  were  addressed  by  the  Speaker 
in  the  manner  usual  on  such  occasions,  re- 
quiring from  each  an  assurance  that  no- 
thing farther  should  pass  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  Davis  declared,  that  he  reluctantly 
submitted  to  the.decision  of  the  Speaker. 
Mr.  Whitbread  observed  that  he  should 
submit  of  course. 
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anrelyi  it  did  not  become  those  who  had 
been  most  forward  to  condemn  this,  to 
speak  as  they  now  did  of  Ferdinand  7« 

Mr.  Hart  Dam  said,  neither  the  station 
nor  the  high  tone  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  would  prevent  him  from 
persisting  in  the  coi^rse  which  he  might 
think  proper  ;  and  he  thought  it  right  to 
inform  the  hon.  gentleman;  that  whenever 
he  animadverted  on  any  relation  of  his, 
he  #ould  not  fail  to  animadvert  on  that 
conduct. 

Mr.  Wkkktad  said  he  had  no  explana- 
tion to  make* 

The  House  then  divided: 

For  the  Address 51 

Against  it.   69 

Majority  against  it • -^18 

List  qf  the  Minority. 

Monck,  sir  C. 


Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Manyatt,  J. 
Moore,  P. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
Nugent,  lord 
Ossulston,  lord 
Power,  R. 
Proby,  lord 
Ponsooby,  rt  hon.  G. 
Ponsonby,  hon.  F. 
Prittie,  hon.  F. 
Pym,  F. 
Russell,  lord  W. 
Ramsdeu,  J.  C. 
Scudamore,  ]3L 
Smith,  W. 


Grattan.  right  hon.  Hr   Tavistock,  mara.  of 


Howortl^,  H. 
Heron,  sir  R. 
ICniEht,  H.  G. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Lvttelton,  hon.  W. 
Montgoinery,  sir  H. 
Martin,  J. 
Martin,  H. 
Milton,  lord 


Walpole,  hon.  0. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Western,  C. 
Wynn,  sir  W. 
Wilberforcc,  W. 
Tellbss. 
Wynne,  C. 
Homer,  F. 


After  the  divtsion  was  over,  Mr.  Hart 
Davis  addressed  himself,  in  the  lobby  of 
the  House  with  much  warmth  to'  Mr. 
Whitbread,  on  the  subject  of  the  attack 
made  by  the  tatter  on  general  Whtttine* 
ham,  in  the  House.  Mr.  Whitbread  vindi* 

speech,  awakened,  and  came  to  me  to  re* 
veal  the  miraculous  vision ;  but  1  answered 
by  assuring  him  that  the  Holy  Viririn  had 
already  said  as  much  to  the  king  himself 
—-who  in  thanking  her  had  promised,  that 
on  his  return  to  Spain  he  would  make  her 
worship  flourish  over  all  the  provinces 
subjected  to  his  dominion.*' 


HOUSE  OP  LORDS. 

Tkiutday,  March  2. 

Corn  Laws— Kbnt  Mbbtimc]  The 
Marquis  Camdem  presented  a  petition  from 
the  land-owners  praying,  the  House  to 
take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Corn  laws. 

The  Earl  of  DarnUy  md,  that  tbooffh 
the  subject  would  in  all  probability  be 
soon  in  a  more  foniial  shape  before  the 
House,  he  was  desirous  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity offered  by  the  presenting  of  this 
petition,  to  make  a  few  observations.  It 
had  been  proposed  to  call  a  meeting  of 
the  owners  and  occupiers  of  land  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  and  he  had  been  requested 
to  sign  the  requisition  to  the  high  sheriff 
with  that  view,  and  he  accordingly  did 
sign  it.  He  had  been  also  called  upon 
to  propose  certain  resolutions  on  the  sub- 
ject at  the  meeting,  which  he  agreed  to. 
The  high  sherifi^  for  what  reason  he  did 
not  presume  to  say,  appointed  the  meeu 
ing  at  Maidstone,  on  the  market  day ;  and 
for  his  part  he  had  anticipated  what  had 
actually  happened.  The  result  was,  that 
all  the  rabble  of  Maidstone  attended,  to- 
gether with  the  workmen  from  the  paper 
manufactories,  and  a  number  of  idle  dis* 
charged  servants,  who  raised  such  a 
clamour  that  he  could  not  be  heard,  and 
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the  land-owners  and  oocnpiers  of  land  ad« 
joarned  to  an  inn  in  the  town,  where,  at  a 
very  respectable  meeting,  certain  resolu- 
tions and  the  present  Petition  were  agreed 
to.    He  was  anxious  to  take  this  opportu- 
nity likewise  of  deprecating  ail  inflam- 
matory language  on  a  subject  in  which  the 
passions  of  the  multitude  were  more  easily 
roused  than  on  any  other.     In  a  speech 
attributed  in  the  daily  prints  to  the  lord 
ma^or  of  London,  there  was  much  of  this 
sort  of  language;  but  he  could  not  believe 
that  a  person  in  the  high  situation  which 
he  held  could  really  have  made  such  ob- 
servations.     It  was  a  libel  on  the  lord 
mayor  of  London.     It  was  impossible  that 
he,  who  was  bound  by  the  duties  of  his 
office  to  pay  every  possible  attention  to 
the  peace  of  the  city,  could  have  made 
use  of  language  which  was  so  likely  to 
inflame  the  passions,  and  mislead  the  un- 
derstandings of  the  multitude,  and  to  create 
riots  and  disturbance  among  them.    In  this 
libel  on  the  lord  mayor,  as  he  must  sup- 
pose it*  to  be,  his  lordship  was  stated  to 
nave  said,  that  the  proposed  regulations 
would  raise  the  price  of  the  quartern  loaf 
to  16  or  18  pence.    How  was  it  possible 
that  it  could  have  this  eKct  ?   The  lord 
mayor,  he  presumed,  must  know  that  about 
lOi  quartern  loaves  ought  to  be  made  out 
of  a  quarter  of  wheat ;  and  suppose  the 
quarter  of  wheat  to  be  at  SO  shillings,  how 
could  the  quartern  loaf  be  raised  in  price 
to  16  or  18  pence?    The  quartern  loaf, 
even  supposing  the  quarter  of  wheat  to  be 
SO  skill ings,  ought  not  by  any  fah*  means 
to  be  more  than  one  shilling.     Whether 
the  quarter  would  or  would  not  make  104 
loaves,  it  was  at  least  clear  that  it  would 
make  80 loaves;  and  he  again  asked,  could 
the  price  of  the  quartern  loaf  be  16  or  18 
pence  ?  It  was  true,  the  quartern  loaf  was 
dearer  in  X.ondon  than  in  other  places; 
for  what  reason  was  best  known  to  the 
ford  mayor  and  others  in  the  metropolis. 
At  Canterbury  the  qt^artern  loaf  was  at 
lOd.,  in  London  it  was  ll|(^. ;    but  he 
begged  not  to  be  understood  as  saying 
that  the  speech   attributed    to    the   lord 
mayor  of  London  was  actually  made  by 
him ;  he  only  wished  to  state  his  decided 
condemnation  of  such  observations  as  were 
calculated  to  mislead  (hat  part  of  the  peo- 
ple who  were  least  capable  of  forming  a 
correct  jodgntent  on  the  subject,  and  who 
were  governed  on  such  occasions  merely 
by  their  passions  and  feelings. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  that  the  noble  mar- 
quis who  presented  the  pedtion  having 
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done  so  from  the  opposition  side  of  the 
House,  whereas  he  usually  sat  on  the  mi« 
nisterial  side,  he  was  induced  therefore  to 
hope  that  the  noble  marquis  was  hardly 
serious  in  his  support  of  the  object  of  the 
petitioners.    The  noble  earl  who  had  just 
sat  down  had  said,  that  he  could  not  be- 
lieve that  the  observations  attributed  in 
the  daily  prints  to  the  chief  magistrate  of 
London,  were  really  the  observations  of 
the  lord   mayor.     Now,  he  should  have 
imagined  that  if  the,  noble  earl  had  any 
doubt  upon  that  subject,  the  most  regular 
way  would  have  been  to  have  sent  the  lord 
mayor  a  copy  of  the  newspaper  where  the 
speech  was  given,  and  to  have  asked  his  lord- 
ship whether  these  were  his  observations. 
The  noble  earl  said,  he  was  not  at  the 
meeting  where  the  lord  mayor  was  stated 
to  have  made  use  of  the  observations  in 
question,  and  therefore  he  could  not  of  his 
own  knowledge  say  whether  they   had 
been  made  by  his  lordship  or  not:  bat 
this  at  least  he  would  undertake  to  say, 
that  they  were  the  observations  of  a  sen* 
sible  man-    It  was  becoming  and  neces- 
sary to  speak  strongly  against  a  measure, 
the  effect  of  which,  whatever  might  be  the 
intentioni  must  be,  to  a  certain  extent^  to 
starve  the  poor,  whom  the  noble  earl  had 
called  the  rabble ;  but  it  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered,  that  these  people  were  in  a  great 
measiire  composed  of  the  labouring  class. 
They  must  all  be  aware  of  the  dennncia<* 
tions  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  and  others, 
against  those  who  "  grind  the  faces  of  the 
poor ;"  and  the  proposed  measure,  taken 
along  with  the  stupid  regulations  now  in 
progress  on  the  subject  of  taxation,  weold, 
in  his  opinion,  have  that  effect.     The  bur- 
then of   the   intended    taxes   would   fall 
heavily  on  the  poorer  classes,  instead  of 
their    having  that    relief  afforded   them 
which  he  had  proposed  on  a  fomuer  oc- 
casion.   Those  who  kept  carters,  porters, 
shopmen,  &c.  were  to  pay  Si.  for  sech 
servants,   without   wliom    their    business 
could  not  be  cairried  on.     Was  this  a  wise 
regulation^  or  was  it  not  the  most  stupid 
and  delusive  that  ever  was  heard  of?  The 
classes  ought  to  be  relieved  in  the  mode 
which  be  had  suggested  in  a  resolution 
now  on  their  lordships  journals,  and  not 
by  such  regulations  as  those  which  were 
now  in  progress  in  the  other  House  of  Par- 
liament. 

The  Earl  of  LauderdaU  said,  that  when 
the  noble  earl  who  spoke  last  talked  of 
starving  the  people,  and  grinding  the  faces 
of  the  poor,  it  was  impoHible  for  him  t« 
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•iifirr  soch  expressions  to  go  forth  to  the 
public,  witboot  stating  his  most  decided 
conviction,  that  such  views  of  the  subject 
were  most  unfounded ,  erroneous,  and  dan- 
gerous. The  noble  earl  himself  surely 
could  not  believe  that  there  was  a  single 
individual  in  this  or  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  who  wished  to  grind  the  faces 
of  the  poor.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  a 
most  decided  and  strenuous  supporter  of 
the  regulations  with  respect  to  grain  now 
10  progress  in  the  other  House  of  Parlia- 
ment :  but  he  was  so,  not  merely  with  a 
▼iew  to  the  interests  of  the  land-owner, 
but  because  he  was  convinced  that  the 
plan  would  b^  most  beneficial  to  the 
labouring  agricultural  classes,  the  most 
valuable  p^rt  of  the  superior  orders  of  the 
community,  and  likewise  to  the  people  of 
the  country  at  large.  He  was  convinced, 
that  all  would  feel  the  advantages  of  this 
regulation  in  the  steady  and  moderate 
price  of  corn.  Having  said  thus  much,  he 
did  not  feel  himself  called  upon  to  go 
more  at  length  into  the  subject  at  present. 
It  would  soon  come  before^their  lordships 
in  a  regular  and  formal  shape,  i^d  then 
would  be  the  proper  time  fully  to  explain 
his  ideas  on  this  most  important  question : 
but  he  repeated  that  it  was  not  the  object 
of  any  one  to  raise  the  price  of  grain  on 
the  poor  ;  and  whenever  such  charges 
were  made,  they  could  only  have  the 
efiect  of  inflaminff  the  passions  of  the  peo- 
ple, misleading  their  judgmentSj  and  pro- 
ducing riot  and  disturbance. 

The  Earl  of  Lhcrfool  said,  that  his  opi- 
nion coincided  so  much  with  that  of  the 
noble  earl  who  bad  just  spoken,  that  he 
should  not  have  thought  it  necessary  to 
•ay  a  word  at  this  time,  had  he  not  been 
desirous  of  making  a  single  observation  as 
to  the  assertions  respecting  the  intended 
new  regulations  on  the  subject  of  taxa- 
tion. It  was  not  his  intention  to  enter  at 
large  upon  that  subject  at  present.  The 
time  would  soon  come  when  theic  lord- 
ships would  have  an  opportunity  of  exa- 
mining those  regulations,  and  of  delivering 
their  sentiments  respecting  them  in  detail. 
In  the  mean  time,  be  should  only  say, 
that  it  was  impossible  for  any  government, 
— 4iot  speaking  particularly  of  those  with 
whom  he  was  more  immediately  con- 
1iected,^but  for  any  government  not  to 
be  anxious  to  relieve  the  people  from 
their  burthens,  as  far  as  circumstances 
would  permit.  The  regulations  in  ques- 
tion had  been  cautiously  framed,  so  as  to 
press  as  tightly  as  possible  on  the  poorer 
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agriouttoral  classes,  and  on  the  poor  in 
general,  as  he  should  be  prepared  to  shew 
when  the  proper  period  arrived.  The  ef- 
fect of  the  regulations  would  be  to  relieve 
the  people  to  the  extent  of  nine  tnillions  : 
how,  therefore,  could  any  man  seriously 
contend  that  there  was  an  inclinatiop  not 
to  relieve  the  people  as  much  as  the  cir- 
cumstances would  allow  ?  It  was  impos- 
sible, he  repeated*  for  any  government  to 
have  for  its  object  to  extend  those  bur* 
thens  further  than  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary. 

Earl  Sianhope  declared,  he  had  never 
said  that  it  was  the  object  of  any  man  in 
parliament  to  grind  the  faces  of  the  poor. 
He  had  only  said  that  such  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  proposed  regulations  on  the 
subject  of  grain.  As  to  the  new  tax  re- 
gulations, be  still  contended  that  the  effect 
of  them  would  be  to  bear  heavily  on  tho 
poorer  agricultural  classes.  For  example, 
the  tax  with  respect  to  carters— were  there 
no  carts  employed  in  agricultural  labour  ? 
These  taxes  must,  as  he  contended,  bear 
heavily  on  the  poorer  classes.  This  would 
t>e  the  effect  likewise  of  the  proposed  re- 
gulations with  respect  to  grain,  though  ho 
never  had  said  that  such  was  the  object 
and  intention  of  those  who  supported  tho 
regulations  in  question* 

The  Earl  of  Damk^  said,  that  in  speak- 
ing of  the  rabble  ok  Maidstone,  he  had 
merely  used  it  as  an  expression  to  denote 
those  who  were  incapable  of  forming  a 
correct  judgment  on  the  subject  of  these 
corn  regulations ;  while  it  was  of  all  others 
a  subject  on  which  their  feelings  and  pas-. 
sions  were  most  alive,  and  with  respect  to 
which  they  were  most  liable  to  be  mis- 
led. As  to  the  obyervations  respecting 
the  chief  magistrate  of  London,  he  thought 
he  had  sufficiently  guarded  himself  by 
laying,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  state  that 
the  sentiments  ascribed  to  that  chief  ma* 
gistrate  had  really  been  uttered  by  him. 
But  this,  however,  he  would  say,  that  such 
remarks,  by  whomsoever  made,  must  have 
the  effect  of  misleading  those  who  were 
least  capable  of  coming  to  a  sound  con- 
clusion on  the  subject  in  question ;  and 
that  if  riots  and  disturbances  took  place, 
the  consequence  must,  in  some  measure, 
be  attributed  to  that  sort  of  inflammatory 
language.  He,  himself,  had  been  unable 
even  to  obtain  a  bearing  at  the  Maidstone 
meeting ;  and  this  was  an  instance  of  how 
little  tne  oninformed  part  of  the  commu- 
nity were  disposed  to  exercise  their  judg* 
ments  on  the  subject* 


J^Wt]  HOUS?  OF  COMMONS, 

Earl  Stanhope  saul,  he  had  not  ^Mu^dsd 
the  Maidstone  meeting,  nor  had  he  desired 
any  of  bis  tenants  to  attend:  but  if  he 
had  been  there,  he  would  have  begged 
and  pra);ed  the  meeting*  on  his  knees,  to 
bear  the  npble  earl,  because  be  was  satis- 
fied that  nothing  would  have  beeit  said 
by  that  noble  es^rl  which  could  have  con- 
vinced them. 

The  Petition  WM  then  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 
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Thursdaya  March  2. 

AuBNs.]  Mr.  Addingtan  rose  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House,  for  one  mo- 
ment, to  a  statement,  which  though  it  did 
not  affect  himself,  materially  affected  the 
credit  of  the  office  to  which  he  belonged. 
It  wouUl  be  recollected,  that  the  bot|. 
membtfr  for  Bedford  had,  on  the  pre* 
ceding  evening,  adverted  to  a  cause, 
wl^ich,  he  said,  came  within  bis  own 
knowledge.— [•'  No,''  said  Mr.  Whit- 
bread.]  If,  then,  it  did  not  cqme  within 
his  own  knowledge,  he  6ught  to  have 
taken  care  to  inform  himself  fully  oo  the 
subject,  before  he  bad  alluded  to  it.  The 
circumstance  on  which  he  touched,  related 
to  the  conduct  of  ^he  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  department,  and  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  pot  a  pointed  question  to 
bim^  with  reference  to  it.  The  case  ad- 
yerted  to  by  the  hon.  gentleman  was  that 
of  M.  Corres^  a  Portuguese,  who  was  said 
to  have  been  sent  out  of  this  country,  and, 
as  be  had  expressed  it,  *  shipped  to  the 
BraziU,'— ["  No,"  from  Mr-  Whilbread,] 
because  the  Portoguse  ambassador  here, 
the  Chevalier  de  Souza,  would  not  ^ign  his 
licence.  He  confessed^  at  the  moment 
the  statement  was  made,  his  opinion  was 
that  no  such  thing  had  ever  occiured^ 
He  then  observed,  that  be  had  never  heard 
of  such  a  transaction,  and  that  the  name 
of  the  individual  was  quite  new  to  him  ; 
but  thai^  it  might  have  occurred  during  a 
temporary  absence  from  his  office.  This 
day,  however,  he  made  inquiries  on  the 
subject :  be  had  asked  his  noble  relation 
(viscount  Sidroootb)  whether  he  recol- 
lected any  thing  of  the  affair,  and  was 
answered^  that  no  such  case  had  ever  oc* 
cur  red  while  be  was  in  the  department, 
and  that  he  knew  noticing  about  it.  He 
then  searched  the  books  of  the  deparu 
ment,  from  the  period  his  noble  relation 
became  connected  vrith  it,  igid  the  result 
was,  that  no  such  case  was  tQ  be  fojindt,  no 


such  name  was  mAitionedy  aa  that  to 
which  the  hon.  member  had  drawn  bia 
attention.  The  hon.  member  also  desired 
to  know  whether  any  rule  existed,  in  th« 
office  of  the  Home  departmentp  for  pre«. 
venting  Portuguese  subjects  (fur  he  seemed 
to  confine  hiiftseUf  to  them)  from  remain- 
ing in  this  country,  unless  they  had  a 
passport  signed  by  the  Portuguese  minis- 
ter at  this  court.  He  new  could  inform. 
the  hon.  gentleman,  that  no  such  rule 
ever  did  exist. 

Mr.  WkUkrtad  said,  be  had  not  made 
the  statement  alluded  tO|  as  one  that  he 
could  vouch  for  from  bis  own  knowledge. 
He  then  held  in  his  hand,  the  repreaenta^ 
tion  which  induced  him  to  notice  the  sub- 
ject ;  and,  at  the  time  he  referred  to  it,  be 
expressed  his  hope,  that  the  right  boa. 
gentleman  would  be  able  to  give  it  a  full 
contradiction.  In  adverting  to  it  he  might 
have  made  a  mistake  in  the  date,  and  he 
was  sorry  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
not  examined  tiie  booksa  little  farther  back 
than  be  had  deemed  it  necessary  to  go* 
He  bad  not  made  any  charge  against  the 
relation  of  the  right  bpn.  gentleman;  bol 
he  had  reprobated  the  way  in  which  the 
Alien  Act  had  been  execiited»  vid  bad 
specifically  stated,  that  the  noble  lord  was 
not  in  the  office  during  the  whole  time 
that  the  Act  had  been  in  force.  The  rule* 
he  understood,  formerly  was,  that  no  For* 
tuguese  subject  should  be  allowed  to  re- 
main in  Great  Britain,  without  a  liceooe 
from  the  Portuguese  ambassador;  and  the 
clrcumstanoes  of  the  case,  as  represented 
to  him,  were  these  :*^The  Chevalier  Aa** 
selmo  Correa,  formerly  charg^-d'afiairea 
to  the  court  of  Stockholm,  came  to  thia 
country,  but  having  made  himself  ob*. 
noxious  to  the  Chevalier  de  Sonauif  the 
latter  refused  to  sign  a  licence  for  him*, 
and  be  waa  sent  out  of  this  cotmtry.  with 
a  messenger  from  Mr.  Ryder's  office,  in 
the  most  summary  way.  He  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  did  not  assert  that  be  was  shipped 
from  hence  to  the  Brazils.  From  tbia* 
country  be  was  sent  to  Lisbon*  and,  of  hie 
own  accord,  he  afterwards  proceeded  to. 
the  Braitils.  He  there  laid  bis  case  at  ihe 
foot  of  the  throne,  add  received  a  pensio<i» 
and  various  honorary  rewards.  This  ats^* 
ment  was  not  now  dispr««red«  and  he  hoped 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  push  Us 
inquiries  a  little  further,  and  state  whether 
he  could  6nd  any  trace  of  it. 
.  Mr.  AddingUM  said,  be  understood  tkm 
circumstance  tot  have  been  noticed,  aa  if  ift 
bad  bappeoed  while  the  preaeot  Secretary 
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•of  State  for  the  Home  deptriment  was  in 
idfice.  If  it  were  otherwise^  wh  j  should 
the  qaesUon  be  put  lo  him  ?  How  could 
Jie  be  expected  to  answer  a  i|tteciioti,  of 
-which  he  coald  not  be  sappowd  to  know 
«ny  thing  ?  Under  these  circumstances^ 
hm  thought,  in  commoni  he  belleTed*  with 
every  gentlemao  in  the  House,  that  Ihe 
charge  which  was  made  referred  to  the 
condoct  of  his  noble  relation. 

Mr*  Wkkkrettd  said,  he  hoped,  as  the 
right  hen.  gentleman  was  now  set  right 
•n  the  subject,  he  would  make  a  more 
extended  inoifiry.  With  respect  to  the 
ignorance  or  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
on  the  case  alloded  to,  he  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread)  conceif  ed  that  be  paid  him  a  com- 
pliiMnt  in  asking  for  an  explanation  of 
what  had  occurred  before  he  betooged  to 
the  Home  department;  because  1^  sop* 
posed  that  he  was  perfectly  acquainted 
with  the  antecedent  proceedings  of  h'm 
office,  and  could  at  once  call  to  his  mind 
ahe  circumstance  he  had  stated. 

PBTrriORS   AGAINST    THB    CO«N     BlLL.] 

Sir  Jumei  Skmtf  presented  a  Petition  from 
the  ward  of  Cripplegate,  praying  that  no 
aiteratiou  should  be  mme  in  the  existli>g 
laws  respecting  corn,  until  a  sufficient 
time  had  elapsed  to  enable  the  House  to 
judge  of  the  dfect  which  peace  would 
h»w9  on  the  commercial,  trading,-  and 
agricultural  interests  of  tho  country.  The 
lion<  baronet  aahl,  he  was  ioetrocied  to 
atate,  that  the  inhabitanta  of  this  Ward 
were  duly  summoned  to  consider  this 
question.  The  meeting  took  place  in  the 
paritfa-church,  and  .wai  attended  by  a 
greater  number  of  inhabitanu  than  was  e? er 
knowo  to  baTe  been  assembkd  there  on 
any  occasion  in  the  memory  of  man. 
Tfato  meeting  was  conducted  in  the  most 
regular  manner,  and  the  unanimous  sense 
of  the  people  was  enprested  against  any 
inrerference  with  the  Com  Laws.  No 
preeioos  attempt  was  made  to  procure  the 
fignaiure of  names;  but  the  moment  the 
petition  was  left  for  signaiores,  persons 
from  every  part  of  the  ward  affixed  their 
■ames  to  it«  There  was  no  dietinctiofn  of 
party,  of  rcKgion,  or  of  profession,  at^ 
tended  to.  All  tl»e  inhabitants  of  the 
want  united  in  praying  the  House  to  ab- 
Btain  from  making  the  proposed  altera^ 
tions.  • 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  -on  the 
taMe. 

Mr.  Ptoikeroe  stated,  that  he  held  in  his 
hand  a  Petition  ligoed  by  401,000  inhabi* 


tants  of  the  city  of  Bristol,  praying  that 
no  alteration  should   take  place  in  the 
Corn  Laws,  on  account  of  its  ruinous  ten- 
dency to  the  rest  of  the  community.  Not- 
withstanding the  number  of  names  affixed 
to  this  petition,  many  had  been  left  be- 
hind, owing  to  the  eagerness  of  the  city  to 
have   it  laid    before  Parliament.    Tney 
thought  they  had  no  time  to  lose  in  et- 
preising  their  sentiments  to  the  House. 
He  had  assured  them,  that  the  l«giilatore 
would  not  allow  a  measure  of  this  import- 
ance t^  pass  u^ithoot  the  necessary  delays 
for  deep  investigation*    But  he  was  sorry 
to  say,  he  had  been  disappointed  in  his 
expectations,  and  the  asturances  which  be 
had  given  had  proved  unfounded.    The 
gentlemen  who  had  gained  so  much  credit 
for  the  moderation  with  which  the  mea- 
sure had  been  introduced,  had  departed 
from  their  course,  and  hurried  the  discus- 
sion in  a  manner  and  with  a  tone  of  which 
he  did  not  approve.   Respecting  what  was 
said  of  discouraging  popular  clamour,  he 
thought,  eftcept  in  extreme  cases,  language 
of  ibis  sort  rather  unbecoming  a  represent 
tativeof  the  people.     He  knew  there  were 
several   gentlemen    in  that  House,  who 
were  friendly  to  Ihe  expression  of  public 
feeling  en  questions  of  peace  and  war, 
and  a  variety  of  others^  equally  important ; 
and  yet  those  very  persons  would  not  per^ 
mit  the  people  to  deliver  thetr  sentiments 
on  this  subject,  which  mainly  aiftcted 
them,  without  stigmAttxiog  the  expression 
of  their  opinion   aa  mere  clamour.     Ho 
liked  to  hear  the  opinions  and  sentiments 
of  the  people  on  all  subjects.    He  was 
pleaaed  to  see  them  vent  their  clamours  in 
petitions  to  that  Hoase— -either  that  tho 
cause  of  their  discontent  might  be  remov- 
ed, or  that  the  impropriety  of  their  com- 
plaints might  be  pointed  out.    On  the 
subject  of  the  price  of  bread,  above  all 
others,  their   sentiments,    he  conceived, 
ought  to  be  attended  to.    No  man  respre- 
sentiog  a  great  city,  as  be  did,  could  be 
ignorant  of  the  general  wants  and  necessi* 
ties  of  the  poor — and  those  wants  and  ne- 
cessities must  be  evidently  increased  by 
any  Uieasure  which  tended  to  enhance  the 
price  of  bread.    The  feelings  of  the  peo* 
pie  were,  therefore,  perfectly  natural,  and 
he  could  say  with  great  confidence,  that 
Iheir  sentiments  were  now  precisely  the 
same  as  those  they  manifested  laet  year. 
The  people  of  Bristol,  in  the  petition  he 
then  had  the  honour  to  presem,  shewed 
that  their  ideas  on  the  subject  remained 
unchanged ;  and>  he  was  suie,  if  time  were 
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allowed  by  tbe  House*  the  voice  of  the 
entire  population  of  the  country  would 
corroborate  his  assertion. 

Mr.  Davis  stated*  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  mayor  of  Bristol,  relative 
to  the  petition  then  before  the  House. 
The  mayor  informed  him,  that  it  was  not 
only  mostnumerously  but  most  respectably 
signed,  and  that  it  spoke  the  undivided  sense 
of  the  people  of  that  city.  He  was  sure 
that  those  who  brought  forward,  and  those 
who  supported  tiie  measure,  had  but  one 
object  in  view,  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity in  general.  He  believed  tbe  in- 
terest of  no  particular  party  was  attempted 
to  be  served  by  this  measure,  but  that  the 
representatifes  of  the  country  consulted 
tbe  interests  of  their  constituents  as  much 
as  their  own.  For  his  own  part,  be  was 
inclined  to  favour  the  measure ;  and,  in 
voting  against  it,  as  he  had  hitherto  done, 
he  spoke  rather  the  sentiments  of  his  con- 
stituents than  his  own ;  and  this,  perhaps, 
was  the  only  question  on  which  he  would 
consent  to  sacrifice  his  opinion  to  the  sen- 
timents of  others. 

The  petition  wm  laid  on  the  table. 

East  Indies,]  Mr.  Whiished  Keene 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  certain  proceedings,  of  the  highest  im- 
portance, that  had  recently  taken  place 
in  India.  It  appeared,  from  a  late  Cal- 
cutta Gazette,  that  an  officer  of  rank 
was  tried  by  a  court*martia],  for  having 
extorted  money  from  the  natives,  for  his 
own  purposes ;  and,  in  his  defence,  he 
admitted  the  fact,  but  stated  that  it 
was  a  customary  proceeding.  The  court* 
martial,  however,  in  opposition  to  the 
evidence,  and  to  the  petition  of  tbe  ac- 
cuser, acquitted  him.  The  circumstance 
afterwards  .came  under  the  cognizance  of 
the  court  of  directors;  who  expressed 
their  unequivocal  displeasure  at  his  coo- 
iluct,  and  observed,  that,  but  for  certain 
circumstances,  they  would  have  caused 
his  name  to  be  erased  from  the  list  of  the 
Indian  army.  They  also  declared,  that  if 
any  case  of  a  similar  kind  osccurred  in 
future,  it  would  be  so  dealt  with,  and  if 
the  court-martial  did  not  inflict  an  ade- 
quate punishment,  they  would  cause  tbe 
'  delinquent  to  be  suspended,  and  sent  to 
Europe,  by  the  first  opportunity.  The 
hon.  member  then  pointed  out  the  neces* 
«ity  which  existed  for  giving  due  protec- 
tion to  the  natives  of  India,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding to  animadvert,  with  severity,  on 
l^e  .cojadij^ct  of  tl^ose  yij^o^  iq  ti^e  peryon  of 
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the  officer  alluded  to,  tolerated  a  dangerw 
otts  abuse  of  authority,  when  he  was  called 
to  order  by 

The  Speaker^  who  said,  that  the  boo. 
member's  proper  course  would  be,  to  give 
notice  of  a  motion  on  the. subject,  as  tbe 
House  could  not  be  converted  into  a  place 
for  mere  general  conversation. 

Mr.  Wallace  stated  that  the  subject  to 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  referred,  had 
been  very  seriously  examined.  .Every 
means  had  been  adopted  to  prevent  tbe 
natif  es  from  suffering  any  oppression  ;  and 
be  was  sure  the  result  of  tne  steps  whicli 
had  been  taken,  would  be  fouad  perfectly 
satisfactory. 

Window  Tax.]  Lord  Milion  stated, 
that  he  was  desired  by.  a  considerable 
number  of  his  constituents,  to  ask  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  a  question, 
relative  to  tbe  proposed  extent  of  tbe 
new  Window  Duty.  This  question  em* 
braced  two  points«  One  of  them  referred 
to  the  manufacturing  counties — those,  he 
meant,  where  cotton  factories  were 
erected,  and  which  required  a  greater 
.number  of  windows  ^han  waa  necessary 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  lighting  the 
building.  The  other  related  to  those  large 
buildings,  called  cloth -halls,  which  were 
so  aumerotts  in  the  West  Riding  of  York* 
shire.  The  windows  of  these  establisb* 
ments  were  not  formerly  chargeable,  and 
his  lordship  wished  to  know,  whether  tbe 
right  hon.  gentleman  meant  now  lib 
extend  the  new  duty  to  them  and  lo  the 
factories. 

The  ChamxUor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  with  respect  to  the  charge  on  the 
windows  of  factories,  it  was  his  intention, 
when  the  consideration  of  Resolutions  waa 
resumed,  to  propose  a  modification  of  the 
tax,  by  which  the  charge  on  thoae  boild* 
ings  would  be  diminished.  As  to  the 
bttildiags  which  were  made  use  of  u  cloth* 
markets,  and  which  were  termed  cloth- 
halls,  he  had  never  heretofore  taken  them 
into  his  consideration.  It  waa  a  subject 
worthy  of  inquiry ;  but  he  did  not  know 
on  what  principle  they  could  be  excladed 
from  the  operation  of  the  tax* .  As,  bow* 
ever,  they  came  under  circnms^ces  of  a 
more  peculiar  nature  than  other  buildings, 
it  would  be  proper  to  look  into  the  tub* 
ject,  before  any  decision  took  place. 

liord  LoMceUa  said,  that  the  buildings 
termed  cloth-balls,  which  were  to  be  net 
with  in  Leeds,  Halifax,  and  Hoddertfield^ 
Wiejre  pf  yer^  great  fxtefiu    The  in»|i0r 
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faclurer  exhibited  bis  cloth  ia  tbein  for 
nle»  paying  a  certain  sum  for  a  stand  for 
that  purpose*  If  be  did  not  sell  his  goods 
on  one  market  day,  they  remained  in  the 
hall  oniil  the  next,  and  in  no  other  way 
siere  those  buildings  uMd  as  warehouses. 
They  were,  in  fact,  rather  markeu  than 
warehouses. 

The  CkamxUor  qf  the  Bxekeqtier  said,  it 
was  probable,  from  the  tenure  by  which 
they  were  held,  and  the  profiu  arising 
from  them^  that  the  proprietors  would  be 
enabled  to  pay  the  tax.  He  should,  how* 
ever,  be  happy  to  receife  any  information 
iOn  the  subject. 

» 

Motion  roa  a  Comhittbb  on  thb 
Statb  or  THB  Bank  of  England.] 
Lord  ArekiMd  Hamiiimt  apologised  to  the 
House  for  undertaking  a  task  which  many 
other  members  would  have  been  more  able 
to  perform.  He  was  aware  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject.  There  was  scarcely 
a  question  of  any  public  interest  which, 
in  some  way  or  other,  did  not  invoWe  the 
present.  ^  Ue  thought  the  C  hancel  lor  of  the 
Exchequer  appeared  to  undervalue  its 
importance  in  the  Bill  which  he  had  pro* 
posed  to  the  House.  He  did  not  mean  to 
move  for  iheresompttonof  cash  payments 
on- the  part  of  the  Bank,  but  for  an  in- 
quiry, whether  the  Bank  was  or  was  not 
in  a  situation  to  renew  such  paymentp— 
whether  or  not  it  was  desirous  of  taking 
measures  to  resume  them?  The  noble 
lord  then  took  a  view  of  the  increase  of 
the  issues  of  paper*money  from  the  Bank, 
which,  from  ten  millions  originally,  had 
amounted  to  SI  millions  in  the  present 
year.  Probably,  in  consequence  of  those 
paper  |>aymenu  it  was,  that  there  was 
now  no  just  standard  of  value.  He  feared 
this  evil  was  likely  to  continue.  All 
bodies  corporate  wished  to  promote  their 
own  interests.  He  would  not  advert  to 
what  had  passed,  but  it  was  in  evidence 
before  the  Housei  that  the  Bank  did  not 
think  it  would  be  a  serious  evil  for  the 
country  that  the  restrictions  should  be 
made  permanent.    If  these  opinions  still 

frevalled,  it  was  certainly  high  time  for 
arliament  to  uke  the  subject  into  iu 
consideration.  He  did  not  doubt  the 
solvency  of  the  Bank,  but  this  was  no 
argument  in  the  present  case.  The  con- 
nexion existing  between  the  Government 
and  the  Bank  (even  before  the  existence 
of  tha  restrictions)  had  always  been  an 
object  of  jealousy  to  the  Honao.  Accord* 
iog  |o  the  Bill  now  in  progresii  a  toan  of 


three  millions,  free  of  interest,  was  to  be 
continued  by  the  Bank  to  Government ; 
and,  before  such  Bill  passed,  it  would 
be  proper  to  inquire  whether  this  loan, 
considered  as  the  price  of  the  restric- 
tion, was  an  adequate  compensation. 
He  thought  it  his  doty  to  state  to  the 
House  the  view  which  he  had  taken  of 
this  part  of  the  subject.  The  capital  of 
the  Bank  was  1 1,500,000/. ;  and  prior  to 
to  the  restrictions,  the  dividend  on  this 
capital  was  seven  per  cent.  In  the  year 
1797,  and  the  succeeding  ones,  after  the 
restrictions  had  been  imposed,  immense 
bonuses  were  distributed  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  Bank.  The  total  amount  of  these 
bonuses  formed  a  dividend  of  M  per  cent, 
on  their  capital,  and  in  money  upwards  of 
seven  millions.  He  did  not  regret  that 
the  proprietors  of  the  Bank  should  have 
auch  enormous  profits,  but  that  those  pro* 
fits  should  be  obtained  at  the  expense  of 
the  public.  He  was  so  strongly  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  the  subject,  that 
he  had  made  a  motion  two  years  ago  to 
limit  the  profits  of  the  Bank.  Another 
object  of  the  committee  should  be  to  in« 
quire  how  far  the  Bank  ought  to  be  liable, 
and  at  what  or  any  expense  to  re-insute 
the  usual  currency  of  the  country.  It  had 
often  been  said  that  the  paper  of  the  Bank 
had  not  a  forced  circulation  through  the 
country.  This  might  be  the  case  pre« 
vioos  to  the  restrictions;  but  since  Bank 
notes  had  been  made  a  legal  tender,  there 
was  no  choice  between  receiving  them  or 
taking  nothing.  When  annuitants  claimed 
their  dividends,  th«y  must  either  accept 
the  paper  offered  them  or  hot  receive 
their  annuities.  This  would  form  a  fair 
subject  of  inquiry,  for  he  was  totally  ig- 
norant of  the  views  of  the  Bank  on  this 
point,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  , 
naving  proposed  the  Bill  without  entering 
into  any  explanation  of  his  intentions. 
By  the  papers  already  produced,  the 
House  were  acquainted,  not  only  with  the 
amount,  but  with  the  impure  value  of  the 
Bank  tokens.  It  would  be  necessary  to 
sute  whether  the  Bank  were  not  pledged 
to  replace  them  by  sterling  value.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  they  considered 
themselves  bound,  at  any  expense,  to  re- 
store the  proper  currency.  There  was 
nothing  now  in  circulation  but  those 
tokens,  which  were  worth  three '  shilling 
less  in  the  pound  than  sterling  value.  He 
thought  the  committee,  if  appointed,  would 
be  of  opinion  that  the  Bank  were  bound 
to  restore  the  sterling  valoe  at  any  e^^ 
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fseofle.  It  was  an  evil  which  would  not 
Btop  of  itself,  or  even  remain  where  it 
now  was.  In  the  important  discassioni 
which  had  lately  taken  place  on  an  article 
of  the  firft  necessity,  he  had  scarcely 
beard  any  one  who  did  not  connect  its 
price  with  the  ▼aloe  of  the  currency. 
Were  the  latter  in  the  state  it  ooght  to  he, 
be  had  seen  it  stated  ia  a  recent  poblica* 
icon  on  the  sabject,  by  Mr.  Malthas,  that 
the  price  of  corn  wodld  be  reduced  to  60*. 
per  quarter.  He  wished  that  persons  con* 
nected*  with  the  Bank  should  state  to  the 
House  at  what  price  they  woulc^ttempt 
to  restore  the  currency  of  the  country. 
The  noble  lord  then  alluded  lo  the  price 
of  gold,  which  from  3/.  17f.  per  ounce, 
had  risen  to  4/.  9<.  As  long  as  the  Bank 
were  relieved  from  making  payments  in 
cash,  and  as  long  as  they  had  the  power 
of  fixing  the  price  at  which  they  would 
purchase  bullion,  they  might  produce 
most  incalculable  mischief  to  the  country. 
Having  the  control  of  the  currency  in 
their  hands,  by  issuing  paper  at  a  time 
when  gold  was  low,  they  might  raise  the 
value  of  it  above  the  price  at  whi^h  they 
purchase  it.  The  power  of  fixing  the 
price  at  which  they  should  purchase  gold^ 
might  in  this  way  be  a  power  of  contU 
suing  the  restrictions  indefinitely.  He 
wished  to  advert  to  another  point,  the 
effect  upon  our  finances.  By  the  last  ac* 
counts  before  the  House,  the  charge  to 
the  country  on  Exchequer  bills  was  no 
less  than  two  millions.  This  subject  was 
of  the  utmost  consequence  as  it  respected 
the  finances  of  the  country.  Last  year 
the  charge  for  Exchequer  bills  was  up* 
wards  of  two  millions  sterling.  Before  the 
Bank  restriction  took  place,  Excheqoer 
bills  were  convertible  i^to  gold,  and  for 
that  convenience  it  was  fair  that  a  charge 
should  be  made.  But  what  was  an  Ex* 
chequer  hiU  now  convertible  into^— -A 
Bank  nbte— one  piece  of  paper  for  an* 
•ther ;  and  yet  for  this  the  public  were  to 
pay  2,000,000/.  annually  1  They  were 
4eomed  to  expend  3,000,000i  yearly-* 
for  what  ^  Why,  to  eflbct  a  forced  circu*' 
lation  of  government  paper !  This  was  a 
atate  of  things  which  it  became  the 
House  to  inquire  into,  and  to  remedy » if 
possible.  He  had  now  ^aid  more  on  the 
subject  than  be  originally  intended*  He 
was  quite  aware  how  difficult  any  remedy 
must  be.  Some  years  ago  he  had  made  a 
proposition  for  setting  aside  the  ultesior 
profits  of  the  Bank,  till  they  should  aMke 
good  the  carrency  of  th^  country.    But 


even  this  was  a  matter  of  great  difficulty. 
He  knew  that  Bank  stock  bad  been  bought 
as  high  as  250,  and  that  some  had  been 
bought  even  higher ;  and  he  was  aware> 
tberefore,  that  it  was  impossible  to  devise 
any  remedy  which  would  not  be  injurioas 
to  certain  persons.  He  hoped  he  had  said 
enough  to .  justify  bis  proposing  that  a 
committee  should  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  subject.  The  noble  lord  con- 
cluded with  moving, 

"  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
examine  ^nd  state  the  total  amount  of  oot^ 
standing  demands  upon  the  Bank  of  Eng* 
land,  and  of  the  funds  for  discharging  the 
same ;  and  also,  to  examine  into  and  state 
their  opioion  upon  the  effect  produced 
upon  the  currency  and  commercial  rela- 
tions of  the  United  Kingdoms,  by  the  dif* 
ferent  acts  passed  since  the  year  1797,  for 
continuing  the  restriction  on  payments  la 
cash  by  the  Bank  of  England,  and  to  re- 
port their  opinion  how  far,  and  under 
what  limitationn,  it  may  be  expedient  to 
continue  the  same." 

The  CktmcHkr  qfihe  Bxehnfuer  said,  that 
the  proposition  of  the  noble  lord  went  into 
a  variety  of  curious  circumsunces  of  po- 
litical economy,  which,  if  they  could  he 
followed  up  without  injury  to  the  public 
service,  might  be  of  great  advantage* 
But,  at  the  present  time,  he  did  not  think 
they  could  be  safoly  entered  into.  Is 
would  be  a  summary  answer  to  the  noble 
lord's  motion  to  state,  that  he  was  about 
to  submit  to  ihe  House  a  proposition, 
which  would  confine  the  Bank  restrictions 
10  a  definite  period.  It  would  be  bisob* 
ject,  after  the  present  motion  was  dia» 
posed  of,  to  state  a  limited  period  for  tb« 
termination  of  the  Bank  restricttons^  in 
the  sanguine  hope,  under  the  circmii* 
stances  he  should  state,  that  no  farther 
extension,  alter  the  prescribed  time  haJ 
elapaed,  would  be  necessary.  He  was 
sure,  in  the  view  his  Majesty's  govern^ 
BMmti  had  t^kcn,  that,  if  they  did  not 
think  It  necessary,  for  reasons  of  state,  to 
centinne  the  measure,  the  Bank  would  be 
ready  to  proceed  in  that  course  which 
the  exigenciea  of  the  country  had  occ»* 
sioned  them  to  abandon.  If  they  did  not, 
the  ctrcnasatance  would  not  rest  with  the 
Bonk,  but  with  the  government  of  the 
country;  and  with  them,  indeed,  it  otsght 
now  to  rest.  It  was  not  the  Bank  tbac 
originally  wished  te  suspend  the  payment 
ID  casb ;  circousataneeg  of  s^  public  muore- 
obi  iced  the  government  to  call  onlhem 
to  adopt  that  meuiire.    He  bad  no  obfcc* 
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tioOt  then,  to  atate,  that  ih«  period  at 
wbicli  it  wai  his  intention  that  the  Banlc 
restrictions  should  cease,  was  the  5tb  of 
July,  1816.  Al  the  expiration  of  these 
•ixteen  months,  he  thought  there  was 
good  groond  to  hope«  that  there  wonld  be 
DO  farther  occasion  for  renewing  this  mea- 
sure. He  had  fixed  the  period  for  com- 
mencing cash  payments,  as  near  the  close 
of  the  next  session  of  parliament  as  possi- 
ble, in  order  that  the  subject  might  come 
before  the  House  in  the  fullest  and  most 
intelligible  shape. 

As  the  whole  of  the  noble  lord's  argu> 
menti  were  founded  on  a  supposition,  that 
the  Bank  Restrictions  woold  be  .continued 
to  an  indefinite  period,  he  thought  it  hardly 
necessary  to  enter  at  length  into  a  refuta- 
tion of  them ;  yet  he  should  consider  it 
an  all  compliment  lo  the  noble  lord,  if  he 
passed  them  over  without  close  examirfa- 
iion.    The  questions  which  the  noble  lord 
had  suggested  should  be  submitted  to  the 
committee,  'were— first,  whether  the  Bank 
was  in  a  condition  to  resume  cash  pay- 
ments, and  whether  they  were  taking  steps 
to  prepare  for  that  event ;   second,  as  to 
•  the  connexion  between  the  Bank  and  the 
GoTerament;  thirdly,  as  to  the  profits  of 
the  Bank  ;   fourthly,  as  to  the  circulation 
of  silf  er  tokens ;  and,  fifthly  and  lastly,  as 
to  the  state  of  exchanges,  and  the  price 
At  which  the  Bank  was  purchasing  gold 
ibr  renewing  their  cash  payments.     He 
thought,  even  taking  the  noble  lord's  own 
yitw  of  the  subject,  that  no  measure  could 
be  more  calculated  to  defeat  the  resumption 
of  cash -pay  mentSy  than  the  Tery  inquiries 
which  he  wished  to  be  made ;   for,  if  once 
tbe    information    which    these    inqoiriee 
wrottld  give  were  published,  it  would  place 
tbe  Bank  at  the  mercy  of  every  speculalor 
in  bullion  to  tbe  country.    With  respect 
to  tbe  first  question,  whether  the  Bank  was 
io  a  condition  to  resume  its  cash- payments, 
aeid  the  amount  of  bullion  in  band?   he 
OMild  only  say,  that  the  investigation  of 
these  'Circumstances  would   be  attended 
with    tbe    worst    possible    consequences. 
[JMLr.  Wbilbread  here  said  across  the  uble» 
«<  Have  a  secret  committee.'' ]— Even  if  a 
secret  committee  were  appointed,  it  would 
be    extrtmely    inconvenient    to   disclose 
these  matters.     When  a  committee    of 
aecresy  was  appointed  on  a  former  occa- 
aiooi  ttieir  proceedings  were  made  public; 
but  in  what  manoar.or.by  whom  they  had 
been  so  re? ealed,  he  knew  not.     It  was 
tnfficient  to  say  that  much  inconvenience 
bad  resuhcd  from  the  disclosure }  and  in  a 


question  of  such  delicacy,  any  public  dis- 
cussion must  be  considered  as  extremely 
dangerous.  In  the  escamination  of  such  a 
subject,  it  would  of  course  become  neces* 
sary  to  call  before  the  committee  *  the 
persons  who  were  employed  by  the  Bank 
in  the  purchase  of  bullion  ;  and  hence  a 
risk  would  be  run  of  exposing  the  private 
transactions  of  that  body,  and  thereby 
placing  them  in  the  hands  of  the  specula* 
tors,  who  were  always  on  the  alert  in 
matters  of  that  kind.  The  noble  lord 
woold  recollect  also,  that  besides  the  Bank, 
the  Government  were  great  purchasers  of 
bullion  for  the  public  service  ;  and  they 
also  would  feel  inconvenience  from  the  in* 
qoiry  contemplated,  as  the  necessary  con- 
sequence would  be  an  enormous  enhance* 
.ment  of  the  price  of  gold.  He  would 
submit  these  observations  to  the  judgment 
of  any  gentleman  of  practical  experience, 
and  be  was  satisfied  that  his  conclusions 
would  he  pronounced  in  every  respect 
correct.  , 

'  The  second  branch  of  the  noble  lord's 
proposed  inquiry  was,  as  to  the  advances 
made  by  the  Bank  to  Government.  It  bad 
been  insinuated  that  these  allowances  were 
given,  in  tbe  Arst  instance,  as  an  induce- 
ment to  extend  the  restrictions ;  if  so,  the 
food  for  restriction  was  very  limited,  for 
tbe  period  of  its  final  termination  would 
very  soon  arrive.  He  could  assqf e  the 
noble  lord,  however,  that  these  advances 
had  in  no  respect  trenched  upon  the 
capital  of  the  Bank,  nor  would  they  at  any 
period  interiere  with  the  resumption  of 
cash-payments.  The  third  subject  of  in* 
vestigation  which  the  noble  lord  proposed 
was,  as  to  the  profits  of  the  Bank.  If  tbe 
noble  lord  was  able  to  shew  that  the  intro- 
duction of  the  restriction  had  added  to  the 
,  profits  of  the  Bank,  he  should  think  thn  a 
fair  subject  of  inquiry.  He  denied  the 
fact ;  but  whether  tfaley  had  or  not  most 
ever  remain  in  doubt,  as  it  was  impossible 
to  ascertain  what  woold  have  been  the 
event  of  things  which  had  never  existed. 
What  the  profits  of  tbe  Bank  woold  have 
been  if  those  restrictions  had  not  taken 
place,  no  one  could  tell.  But,  as  he  before 
stated,  the  restriction  was  a  matter  of 
state  policy,  and  bad  no  more  to  do  with 
the  profits  of  tbe  Bank,  than  it  had  with 
the  profits  of  any  disinterested  individuar. 
The  House  would  recollect,  that  at  the 
time  the  Bank  Restrictions  were  first  pro* 
posed,  the  public  securities  were  at  a  very 
low  price ;  the  3  per  cent,  consols  being 
down  at  40  and  47  and  all  other  securities 
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were  depressed  in  the  same  degree. 
Those,  therefore,  who  were  in  possession 
of  large  capitals,  made  enormous  profits ; 
and,  as  had  been  stated  by  an  hon.  and 
lamented  member,  whose  abilities  were 
known  to  all>  while  his  death  was  uni- 
versally deplored— -(Mr.  Henry  Thornton) 
— «at  that  time  a  profit  of  18  per  cent,  was 
made  on  government  securities.  That 
being  the  case*  it  was  obvious  that  the 
Bank,  which  was  the  greatest  of  all  the 
dealers  in  public  securities,  must  have 
made  profits  to  an  enormous  extent,  inde- 
pendent of  any  change  in  currency  what- 
ever. At  that  time,  the  Bank  had  divided 
a  million  in  one  bomts,  but  they  were  never 
able  afterwards  to  make  so  large  a  bantu. 
From  hence  it  was  fairly  to  be  deduced, 
that  their  profits  were  not  wholly  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  restriction. 

The  noble  lord  next  wished  it  to  be 
ascertained  to  what  expense  the  Bank 
would  be  put  in  resuming  their  cash-pay- 
ments }  This  was  a  question  with  which 
he  apprehended  a  committee. could  have 
nothing  to  do,  unless,  indeed  they  were  to 
consist  of  Jew-brokers*  This  he  knew,  if 
the  committee  once  entered  into  an  in- 
quiry of  the  price  of  bullion,  the  conse* 
queqce  would  be,  that  none  would  be  found 
to  buy,  and  an  enormous  advance  would 
take  place  in  its  price ;  the  greatest 
speculations  would  ensue,  and  nothing  but 
knavery  and  fraud  would  be  the  result. 
[Lord  A.  Hamilton  here  said,  he  had  no 
wish  that  the  committee  should  inquire 
into  these  minute  circumstances.]  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  if  the 
noble  lord  wished  to  retract  any  part  of  his 
arguments,  there  certainly  could  be  no 
objection  to  such  a  proceeding.  The  last 
bead  of  inquiry  to  which  the  noble  lord 
adverted,  waa  the  silver  currency.  His 
lordship  had  proposed  to  inquire,  whether 
the  Bank  would  be  ready  at  a  future 
period  to  replace  their  tokens  with  the 
regular  silver  currency  of  the  country? 
He  apprehended  the  Bank  would  at  all 
times  be  ready  to  discbarge  their  tokens 
with  the  standard  coin  of  the  country;  but 
he  did  not  imagine  they  were  bound  to 
confine  themselves  to  silver  coin  alone, 
conceiving  that  payments  in  gold  would 
answer  every. purpose.  From  these  pay- 
ments he  was  sore  there  was  no  wish  to 
shrink.  With  respect  to  the  silver  pur*, 
rency  itself,  this  was  a  question  which 
must  be  referred  to  the  period  when  pay- 
ments in  gold  were  resumed. 

Having  now  answered  the  main  heads 

4» 


of  the  noble  lord's  arguments,  and  con« 
ceiving  that  those  arguments  were  founded 
on  the  supposition  that  the  cash -payments 
were  to  be  postponed  to  an  indefinite 
period,  he  trusted  he  had  convinced  him 
of  the  absence  of  all  necessity  for  the 
committee  for  which  he  had  moved.  The 
principal  evil  which  had  been  complained 
of,  was  the  dtfficolty  of  fixing  a  standard 
value.  This  was  a  subject  which  had 
already  been  so  much  discussed,  that  he 
did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  enter  upon 
it  then.  Whatever  inconvenience  was 
experienced  on  that  score,  however,  would 
vanish  in  proportion  as  the  value  of  bul- 
lion was  diminished.  The  noble  lord  had 
alluded  to  the  number  of  Bank  notes 
which  were  in  circulation,  'and  to  the  in- 
crease which  had  taken  place  in  their 
issue.  In  1811,  the  circulation  of  notes 
amounted  to  '24f  millions  and  a  hal(  and 
at  the  present  period,  the  circulation  had 
reached  31  millions.  The  average,  how« 
ever,  was  about  28  millions  and  a  half: 
but,  notwithstanding  this,  it  was  gratifying 
to  observe  the  improvement  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  exchanges  with  foreign 
countries;  for  in  1811,  the  exchange  at 
Hamburgh  was  but  24,  while  fnim  the 
recent  accounts  it  appeared  it  had  risen 
to  32. 

He  would  now  ^tate  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  conceived  it  more  than  probable 
that  cash -payments  would  be  resumed  in 
July  1816,  If  the  peace  with  America 
had  been  ratified  at  the  same  time  with 
that  at  Paris— if  the  foreign  expenses  had 
been  concluded-rif  the  arrears  which - 
were  due  to  foreign  states  had  been  paid 
•—if  the  keeping  up  a  large  standing  army 
on  the  continent  had  not  been  necessary 
•—and  if  we  had  not  had  to  transport  a 
large  army  across  the  Atlantic,  the  short 
period  which  bad  elapsed  since  the  con- 
clusion of  the  peace,  he  was  satisfied, 
would  have  so  completely  restored  the 
affairs  of  the  country  to  their  original 
situation,  that  the  Bank  would,  wiifaoot 
delay,  have  been  able  to  resume  their  cash- 
payments.  Any  gentleman  who  com- 
pared the  progressive  improvement  of  the 
rate  of  exchange  since  1814,  would  at 
once  be  able  to  discover  the  truth  of  this 
proposition.  In  January,  1814,  the  ex- 
change with  Hamburgh  waa  at  28  ;  befoie 
October  it  was  at  32.  In  January,  t8l4, 
the  price  of  gold  in  doubloons,  was  5/.  1 6s. 
per  02. ;  before  the  end  of  the  year  ii  had 
fallen  to  4i.  Qu  per  os.  The  price  of  silver 
■  in  the  same  period  had  fallen  from  6«.  llcL 
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P9r  OE.  to  5i*  Od  With  these  fayourable 
profpectSy  he  tboaght  he  should  not  be 
presanaiog  too  much  id  anticipating  such 
a  favourable. change  by  July,  1816«  as 
would  ensure  a  return  to  the  old  currency 
of  the  country.  He  held  an  account  in  his 
band  which  would  shew  the  eoornoos  ex- 
penditure of  specie^  which  within  the  last 
few  y^ars  had  tieen  made^n  the  continent 
by  this  country.  In  1811,  the  foreign 
payments  were  15,182,000/.;  in  18rA 
18^33.000/.;  in  1813,22^31,000/.  and 
in  1 S 1 4,  3 1,284,000/.  in  the  face  of  such 
an  expenditure  he  thought  it  was  not  ex- 
traordinary that  •  restrictions  should  be 
placed  on  the  cash-payments  of  the  Bank, 
but  now  that  they  might  be  considered  as 
in  a  great  measure  stopped,  if  no  new 
cause  should  occur  to  render  their  conti- 
nuance necessary,  it  was  but  natural  to 
suppose  that  these  sums  would  revert  to 
their  old  channel ;  and  if  this  should  be 
the  case,  there  was  no  doubt  that,  by  the 
period  he  had  fixed,  the  Bank  would  re- 
sume its  payments  in  specie. 

Mr.  FranMttnd  Lewis  contended,  that  the 
conclusions  to  which  the  .bullion  commit- 
tee had  come,  had  been  folly  verified  by 
every  circumstance  which  had  since  oc- 
curred»  When  the  resolutions  of  that 
committee  were  submitted  to  the  House, 
hx  was  contended  that  the  depreciation 
which  was  asserted  to  exi^t,  asose  only 
from  temporary  causes,  and  would  be  re- 
moved with  the  return  of  peace.  At  this 
moment  the  country  was  in  a  state  of 
peace,  and  yet  the  same  evils  still  existed. 
He  contended,  that  the  facts  by  no  means 
bore  out  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
in  his  assertion,  that  the  foreign  expendi- 
lore  of  the  country  was  the  cause  of  the 
disadvantages  under  which  this  country 
laboured  with  respect  to  the  exchanges ; 
there  was  only  one  or  two  shillings  differ- 
ence between  the  price  of  specie  now  and 
at  the  time  the  celebrated  report  of  the 
l>ullion  committee  was  made.  When  he 
Jieard  of  the  immense  foreign  expenditure, 
lie  could  not  conceive  how  our  keeping  an 
army  of  38,000  men  in  Belgium  could 
materially  affect  the  exchanges,  in  a  year 
•when  it  was  stated  that  our  exportii  were 
vastly  greater  than  they  bad  been  in  any 
former  year.  In  the  year  1793,  when  the 
duke  of  York  was  in  Holland  with,  a  much 
larger  army,  that .  circumstance  did  not 
produce  such  an  unfavourable  effect  on 
our  exchanges.  He  hai)  beard  of  the  large 
.exporution  of  gold  in  order  to  pay  tor 
foreign  corn.   He  could  AOt  cooceive  why 
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com  was  necessarily  to  be  paid  for  in  gold 
more  than  any  other  article  imported: 
but,  at  all  events,  the  quantity  of  coi;n  im« 
ported  into  this  cquntry  last  year,  was  not 
more  than  a  third  part  of  what  had  been 
imported  in  some  former  years.  As  long 
as  the  currency  was  in  a  sound  state,  he 
maintained  that  there  would  be  no  differ* 
ence  between  the  price  of  specie  in  circu* 
lation  and  in  the  market.  It  had  been  said 
that  the  rise  in^tbe  value  of  bullion  had 
taken  place  all  over  Europe ;  but  this  wae 
not  true,  since  in  France  there  had  never 
been  any  difference  between  the  mint  and 
the  market  price  of  gold.  He  agreed  that 
the  issues  or. the  Bank,  considering  the  un* 
limited  powers  they  possessed,  had  been 
very  moderate;  and  although  inquiry  was 
necessary,  he  looked  with  perfect  confi- 
dence to  the  capability  of  the  Bank  at  any 
time  to  resume  its  cash-payments.  Ail 
inquiry  was  necessary,  because  he  thought 
the  explanations  attempted  by  the  other 
side  of  the  House  had  failed.  He  repro- 
bated temporary  measures,  like  the  pre* 
sent;  and  argued  that  the  foreign  ex-* 
changes  were  taken  at  a  false  par,, and 
that  consequently  when  they  appeared 
against  us  they  were  in  truth  in  our  favour* 
It  was  now  said  that  the  Bank  was  to  renew 
cash  piiyments  in  July  1816;  but  would 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  take 
upon  himself  to  assert  that  no  new  prohi- 
bitory Bill  would  be  offered,  for  which  no 
new  excuse  would  be  assigned  ?  It  might, 
perhaps,  then  be  urged  that  the  remit- 
tances to  absentees  on  the  continent  were 
so  extensive  as  to  turn  the  exchange 
against  us,  and  that  consequently  the  time 
was  not  yet  arrived  when  the  Bapk  could 
pay  in  specie.  It  was  plain  that  there  was 
some  radical  error,  which  wanted  correc- 
tion, and  it  was  fit  that  a  committee  should 
ascertain  where  it  lay.  A  longer  delay  of 
such  an  inquiry  could  produce  no  good, 
and  might  be  attended  with  very  serious 
consequences. 

Mr.  Rote  differed  entirely  from  the  bon. 
gentleman  who  had  last  si^oken.  He 
thought  (although  he  admitted  that  he  had 
not  beard  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord  who 
introduced  the  subject)  that  he  had  never 
beard  a  committee  moved  for  on  so  slight 
grounds.  It  had  been  generally  admitted 
that  the  Bank  was  no  party  to  the  act  of 
the  Government  for  restraining  the  cash 
payments^  He  knew  tha^t,  in  pviftt  .of 
fact,  they  were  not  aware  of  the  measure 
until  two  days  before  it  took  place.  It 
had  appeared,  on  the  examination  of  the 
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tfer  the  ciffcouMtaacei  already  9Utiei,  the 
ezchangot  amst  bare  been  aiiil  nore  im 
mm  &foar;  bat,  at  the  mmimi  tima,  it  a|i- 
peared  to  biin  4he  moit  viiioAary  thmg  ia 
Ibe  warld,  for  any  man  to  sapp^oae  tbare 
was  a  peasibiiity  of  resQming  casb  pay- 
ments, until  the  market  price  of  gold  wat 
aa  low  as  the  Mint  price. 

Mr.  Hormar  llipught  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  bad  e? en  exceeded  himaelf,  in 
saying  that  there  were  very  slight  greuoda 
for  the  present  mention.      He  considered 
%hat  if  there  had  been  no  grounds  at  aH 
stated  by  gentlemen  oC  that  side  of  the 
House,   still   there   enght  to  be  an   in- 
qairy  snch  as  waa  proposed.      It  was  the 
miniaters  who  brenght  forward  a  bill  for 
continuing  the  restriction.      It  tberef*»re 
rested  with  them  to  come  4lown  to  the 
House,  and  state  the  reasans  and  the  cir- 
cumstances which  made  it  neces.^ary.   The 
right  hen.  gentleman,  however,  who  wpoke 
last,  had  cut  the  matter  very  short.      He 
said  that  circumstances  were  now   tbe 
same  as  when  the  restriction  was  first  ioi- 
posed.    The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had,  however,  held  forth  a  pramiae  of  a 
speedy  resumption  of  cash  pay  BMnts.  'Ihii 
promise  was  no  more  definite  than  former 
promises  of  the  like  nature ;  and*  although 
he  did  not  question  his  sincerity,  he  could 
sot  avoid  thinking  him  loo  sanguine.    He 
nrast  say  that  he  could  entertain  nn  auch 
hope.    He  had  no  doubt  but  when  the 
period  should  arrive  which  had  been  men* 
tioaed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche* 
quer,  there  would  be  found  new  ways  of 
accounting  for  the  exchanges  not  having 
risen  up  lo  his  present  expectations.    He 
was  of  opinion,  that  time  oeght  tobe  giren 
to  the  Bank  lo  prepaid  for  rsKuming  its 
cash  paymenu;  hut  he  at  the  ssme  time 
thought,  that  notice  should  be  given  to 
them  to  make    this   preparation..      He 
thought  that  there  could  be  no  safety  lor 
public  credit,  until  the  Bank,  at  least,  took 
some  steps  towards  resuming  their  pay« 
ments.    The  right  hon.  gentleman's  ez« 
peetatlon  appeared  to  him  neither  founded 
on,  nor  wairanted  by  experience.    Other 
countries  had  tried  the  efiecu  of  a  forced 
paper  circulation  in  their  difficuhiea,  and 
had  met  nnly  with  ill  success  and  great 
discredit,  whim  others  had  carried  on  long 
and  extensrve  wars  without  having  reconrse 
to  such  an  expedient.    Undonbtedly  thn 
evil  resulting  to  France  lirom  her  excessive 
issue  of  assignats,  was  greater  in  degree 
than  ours ;  but  then  it  difiered  only  tn  de« 
gree^and  not  in  kind*    Staica  that  periwL 


aAirs  of  the  Bank  at  that  time,  that 
property  aoMwnted  lo  Id  millions  sterling, 
exclusive  of  the  debt  then  due  to  then  by 
government.     When   the   great   profits 
which  the  Bank  had  made  since  the  Re« 
striction  Act  were  taken  into  consideisa* 
tion,  there  could  be  no  doubt  but  that  their 
solidity  was  at  least  as  great  now  as  it  had 
been  then.     He  believed  that  the  pVice  of 
bullion  was  now  4/.  9t.  while  the  Mint 
price,  or,  as  he  might  say,  the  Bank  price 
was  S/.  ]7r.     It  was,  therefore,  permctly 
clear  and  evident,  that  while  there  was 
atich  a  difference,  it  would  be  quite  useless 
§&r  the  Bank  to  issue  goM.    As  fast  as  they 
could  coin  it,  people  who  dealt  in  that 
article  would  melt  it  down,  and  none  of  it 
eould  continue  in  circulation.     He  really 
could  not  conceive  what  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  proposed  to  themselves. 
If  ibey  were  asked,  did  they  doubt  the 
aolvvncy  of  the  Bai>k,  they  answered.  No. 
They,  however,  said,  that  when  the  re- 
■triotton  was  first  imposed,  the  country 
was  under  peculiar  circumstances.     Did 
net  the  same  circumstances  exist  now? 
end  would  net  the  reason  of  the  restriction 
continoe  as  long  as  the  market  price  of 
geM  was  higher  than  the  Mint  price  ? 
The  whole  mcrease  of  the  issue  of  Bank 
ef  England  noteS|  since  the  Restriction  Act 
was  passed,  was  but  about  12  millions. 
When  it  was  considered  that  fagefore.  that 
lime,  there  were  M  millions  of  |;old  ih 
eirenlation,  it^  was  reallv  wonderfiil  with 
bow  small  an  increase  or  issues  the  wants 
ef  the  country  had  been  supplied.    As  for 
l^d  being  in  abundance  in  Prance  while 
Iherewaaaicarcity.here,  it  must  be  re- 
eollected  that  it  was  not  by  the  rate  of 
exchanges,  but  by  plunder  and  rapine  that 
France  had  got  her  gold.     When  the 
Prench  laid  an  enotmous  military  contri- 
bution on  a  country,  they  were  generally 
content  to  take  half  the  sum,  if  it  Was  paid 
in  goM.     In  considering  the  out-goings 
of  this  country,  besides  what  had  been 
it«lad  as  its  maign  expenditure,  there 
erere  very  large  sums  drawn  out  of  it  by 
ear  absentees,  who  were  now  amusing 
themselves  on  die  continent.     This  sum 
was  much  larger  than  vrouki  generally  be 
anpposed.    The  importation  of  com  had 
been  considerably  more  than  two  millions 
aterimg.     There  was  also  a  million  of 
doHars  sent  monthly  to  Portugal,  fin  pay- 
out ef  an  oU  debt.     Under  all  these 
ciicnmstances,  he  was  astonished  that  the 
exchanges  were  as  favourable  as  they  now 
Mre.    He  thought,  Aat  if  il  had  not  been 
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loo^  FrtDce  had  got  a  aietaUic  currency ; 
mod  the  righl  boo.  gentlenan  conceived 
tiMil  he  had  folly  accoonled  for  this,  by 
•ttriboting  il  lo  French  conquest  and 
Frenck  fNuoder.  Bni  the  quesiien  was 
not  bovr  it  came  tnio  France,  hot  how  it 
remained  there.  The  intemtd  laws  and 
policy  of  a  state  maintained  a  money  cir- 
calauen#  quite  independently  of  the  means 
by  which  it  wea  procnred.  France,  with 
armies  ronning  almost  to  every  extremity 
of  the  world,  had  regained  a  metallic  cnr- 
lency,  much  nmre  abondant  than  she  had 
aver  had  before,  and  nrach  larger  than 
was  necemary  to  a  thriving  and  prosperooa 
eommonity.  He  regarded  it  as  a  proof  of 
real  impoverishoMot,  and  of  the  absence 
of  credit,  in  that  coontry.  ^  If  be  had  ever 
been  sopposed  to  entertain  an  opinion  that 
a  corrency,  esclosively  metallic,  was  a 
desirable  regnlation,  he  had  been  mnch 
■isonderatood.  He  wished  to  see  as  much 
paper  as  possible  in  cirvoklion,  and  the 
more  the  better,  provided  it  was  at  all 
times  convertible  into  the  standard  cor- 
rency  of  the  realm.    The  right  hon.  gen 


tieman  had  tal|(cd  of  Jew  brokers  in  a  way   notes  thoa  advanced  to  the  aid  of  |^vem 


that  he  did  not  very  well  understand. 
Was  it  meant  for  the  purpose  of  affixing  a 
attgma  on  their  religion  ?  or  was  it  meant 
that  inforaaation  which  could  be  procured 
from  them  alone,  ought  not  to  be  received 
by  a  parliamentary  comnaittee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  subject?  Wnen  eir 
Isaac  Newton,  as  master  of  tho  Mint,  drew 
op  his  celebrated  report  on  the  state  of 
the  diArent  currencies  of  Earope^that 
report,  which  waa  now  a  sort  of  text  au* 
tborityonthe  principles  of  cireulatioiiM^ie 
presumed  he  waa  in  a  great  meaaore 
founded  on  the  infornmtion  derived  from 
persons  of  this  deacription.  One  of  the 
points  that  aeemed  to  him  most  to  call  for 
examination,  related  to  she  manner  in 
which  the  Bank  had  discharged  that  indis- 
pensable  duty  to  the  public,  of  keeping  a 
sufficient  treasure  in  their  coflers  to  meet 
the  future  demands  upon  them,  since  the 
year  1797,  or  rather  since  179^.  This 
was  a  topic  on  which  he  knew  some  inge* 
mous  guesses  had  been  made,  but  it  was 
one  on  which  accurate  information  was 
exirtmely  desirable.  The  situation  of  a 
Bank  director  was  one  of  arduous  duties ; 
duties  which  required  fer  their  discharge, 
not  only  as  much  integrity  aa  was  pes* 
•eticd  by  the  pioscnt  directors,  but  more 
enlarged  viewa  of  the  true  prineiplea'  of 
commerce  and  credit  than  waa  evinced  by 
Cbo  diiecton  of  ISia    Anothea  asiiona 


[1190 

otyect  of  inquiry  waa  aa  to  the  mctent  of 
the  profile  made  by  the  Bank  aince  the 
period  of  the  restriction*  The  right  hoiw 
gentleman  had  atated  thattheae  profile 
might  have  been  as  large  if  the  restriction 
had  not  taken  i^ace,  because  the  securities 
of  government  were  so  low,  that  any  man 
might  have  made  15  per  cent.',  and  the 
Bank  being  large  holders,  must  have 
gained  in  that  proportion.  But  the  real 
profits  arising  ftom  the  restriction,  could 
not  be  memured  this  way;  they  must  bo 
measured  by  the  permanent  excem  of  ita 
iuues  since  the  reoMval  of  all  legal  iimi* 
tation  upon  those  issues.  Our  actual  cur« 
rency  since  the  jrear  1797,  had  been  no- 
thing else  than  a  forced  government 
paper,  the  profits  of  which  redounded 
not  to  government,  but  to  the  Bank.  To 
put  a  case.  Government  issues  lOmiUiono 
of  Exchequer  bills,  en  which  the  Bank 
accommodatea  them  with  an  immediate 
advance  of  ita  notes,  and  receives  froan 
them  an  interest  of  5  per  cent,  on  thn 
mme.  Now  this  advance  would  bo  very 
liberal  on  the  part  of  the  Bank,  if  these 


ment  were  payable  on  demand  in  gold. 
As  the  case  stood,  however,  the  only  ex* 
pease  incurred  by  the  Banl^  was  the  paper 
of  which  the  notes  were  made,  and  the 
cost  of  the  engraving.  If  10  millions  of 
one  kind  of  paper  were  thus  furnished  in 
exchange  for  JO  millions  of  another  kind» 
and  interest  upon  this  sum  was  paid  to  the 
Bank,  what  was  this  but  a  circuitooa  way 
of  forcing  the  circolation  of  a  govemmena 
paper,  the  profits  of  which  accrued  to  the 
Bank  atoned  Was  this  ^nubject  en  which 
the  House  ought  to  receive  no  information, 
except  what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex« 
chequer  should  think  it  right  to  common 
ntcate?  The  right  hen.  gentleman  had 
referred  to  the  bullion  question,  aa  one 
that  had  now  become  matter  rather  of  foct 
than  of  opinkm  ;  and  thia  obaervation, 
from  views  no  doubt  equally  profound, 
had.been  repeated  by  the  right  hen.  gen* 
tieman  whospokalast*  For  his  own  part, 
he  remained  as  firm  as  ever  in  his  original 
conviction.  He  had  not  been  inatten- 
tive to  the  subseqoent  course  of  evenu, 
and  had  perceiv^  aasengst  them  many 
new  and  curioua  illustrations  of  the  cor* 
rency  and  the  commerce  of  Enrope.  In* 
stead,  however,  of  producing  any  alter* 
atien  in  the  doctrinea  mainUined  en  that 
side  of  the  House,  they  had  aerved  to 
ttrengthen  and  confirm  them  in  his  mind 
in  ofory  reapoou    Ibe  great  piiBc^  on 
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\7hich  he  had  always  rested  ihe  question 
was,  that  So  long  as  the  standard  currency 
of  a  coantry  remained  onvaried,  however 
that  standard   might    be,  expressed,   no 
change  in  its  real  valae  could  affect  its  re* 
latiTe  value  to  other  comoiodities.    When- 
ever  depreciation  had  once  began,  then  it 
ivas  possible  for  commercial  or  other  cir- 
cumstances ta  affect  the  value  of  gold; 
but  he  had  never  supposed  that  when  gold 
was  at  5L  1  Is.  or/  as  it  bad  once  been,  at 
5/.  (4«o  that  this  rise  was  solely  attribu- 
table to  an  excess  of  paper  circulation,  or 
that  the  apparent  depreciation  was  the 
true  measure  of  the  excess  in  the  issues  of 
the  Bank.    What  he  conceived  to  be  the 
true  solution  of  the  difficulty  was,  that  a 
depreciation  ha:ving  taken  place  from  ex- 
cess, an  opening  had  been  made  for  the 
operation  of  other   causes,  which   were 
now  in  a  great  measure  removed.     These 
causes  were  the  occupation  of  commercial 
countries  by  immense  armies,  the  conse- 
-quent  distress  and  discredit,  together  with 
.  the  greatly  augmented  remittances  made 
from  one  part  of  Europe  to  another.    The 
effect  produced  by  the  change  of  circum- 
itances  was  to  bring  back  the  price  of 
gold  to  between  4/.  9«.  and  ii.  lis.;  pre- 
cisely  what  it  was  in  1810.    The  ex- 
changes now,  though  really  in  our  favour, 
were  nominally  against  us  8  or  D  per  cent. ; 
and  here  he  begged  to  ask,  could  this  ap- 
pearance be  explained,  but  in  a  deprecia* 
tion  in  the  value  of  our  domestic  currency  ? 
The  extraordinary  circumstance  adverted 
to,  of  the  price  of  gold  falling  in  the 
course  of  last  year  to  4/.  *is.  he  ascribed 
to  the  then  situation  of  the  armies  in  the 
J<forth,  by  which  great  quantities  of  bullion 
were  driven  in  the  direction  of  this  coon- 
try.    Il  happened,  tpo,  at  the  same  time, 
that  many  of  the  c6'antry  banks  failed,  a 
circumstance  which  necessarily  operated 
to  induce  the  Bank  to  diminish  their  issues. 
This  was  a  measure  that  raised  the  real 
'Valoe  of  their  paper  in  the  same  propor- 
tion.    He  believed,  also,  that  there  had 
been  a  rise  in  the  real  price  of  gold, — he 
meant  as  measured  by  other  commodities 
in  some  of  the  countries  of  Europe.    This 
he  partly  attributed  to  the  effects  of  war 
destroying  the  settled  habiu  of  commer- 
cial credit,  and  partly  to  an  interruption 
in  the  working  of  the  mines  produced  by 
the  disturbances  of  South  America.     He 
had  reason  to  believe  that  from  Mexico 
the  supplies  were  much  less^bundaot  than 
vsuaL      His   conclusion  was,   upon   the 
ivbol^  rcTiew  of  this  questioo^  (bat  gor 


currency  was  in  an  artificial  and  depre- 
ciated state ;  a  state,  the  evils  of  which 
were  too  manifest  to  be  denied,  and  were 
equally  injurious  to  the  public  creditor,  by 
diminishing  the  value  of  his  dividend,  and 
to  the  private  creditor  the  value  of  hia 
legal  claim.  Its  effects  on  public  credit, 
and  on  our  financial  situation,  would  lead 
him  into  too  wide  a  field  of  discussion ; 
but  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  incontro- 
vertible, that  this  evil,  excited  in  conse* 
quence  of  an  excess  ive  issue  of  Bank 
paper,  is,  that  the  government  were  not  duly- 
vigilant  over  those  issues,  and  that  the  re- 
newal of  the  restriction  should  not  be 
granted  without  a  declaration  that  the 
parliament  and  the  country  expected  that 
immediate  measures  would  be  taken  by 
the  Bank  to  resume  their  cash  payments. 

Mr;  Mdnyaii  concurred  with  a  right 
hon.  gentleman  that  the  restriction  ought 
to  be  looked  on  as  the  act  of  the  legisla^ 
ture  alone.     It  was  the  effect,  however^ 
and  not  the  object  of  the  restriction  that 
was  now  under  cbnsideration  ^  and  he  con- 
tended, that  the  Babk.  ought  no  longer  to 
be  aliowed  the  possession  of  such  enor- 
mous profits,  without  a  participation  on 
the  part  of  the  public.    The  circulation 
of  the  Bank  previous  to  the  restriction  was 
between  11  and  1.1  millions;   in  the  year 
of  the  restriction  it  was  about  eighty  and  it 
was  now  31  millions.    Taking  the  subse- 
quent increase  of  their  issues  at  18  mil- 
lions, here  was  in  the  interest  upon  that 
sum,  a  clear  additional  annual  profit  of 
900,000/.     To  this  were  to  be  added,  the 
different  bonuses  they  had  distributed,  and 
an  increase  of  1 1   per  cent,  on  their  divi- 
dends from  other  causes.     The  public  in- 
terest did  not  require  that  the  Bank  should 
receive  interest  upon  exchequer  bills,  nor 
commercial  credit  require  that  the  dis- 
counts of  the  Bank  should  have  been  in- 
creased seven- fold  since  they  ceased  t» 
pay  in  specie.    Before  the  year  1707,  it 
was  a  regulation  of  the  Bank  not  to  open 
any  discount  account  with  the  London 
bankers.    Since  that  period,  this  rule  bad 
been   abandoned,    and  the  consequence 
was,  that   most  of  the  London  bankers 
being  the  correspondents  of  bankers  ia 
the  country,  the  paper  of  the  latter  be- 
i:ame  convertible  at  all  times  into  paper 
of  the  bank  of  England.    Country  bankers 
had,  accordingly,  sprung  up  like  musb- 
rooms,  andf  as  too  many  knew  to  their 
cost,  had  been  as  ephemeral  in  their  do- 
ration.    The  operation  of  this  unfbrtunata 
system  bad  beea  to  cicate  a  jrage  for  mer^ 
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caatile  Bpecu1ation»  and  to  raise  the  price 
of  ail  cominoclities  in  this  country.  A 
right  hen.  gentleman,  whom  be  was  glad 
now  to  see  on  the  Treatory-bench  (Mr. 
Hoskisson}^  bad  calculated  the  rise  of  prices 
to  be  15  per  cent.,  and  had  stated  it  to 
have  been,  at  the  time  of  this  calculation, 
still  increasing*  This,  then,  was  a  heavier 
tax  than  that  upon  property.  The  latter 
produced  14  millions;  the  former  cost  the 
country  20  millions,  and  he  feared  was 
likely  to  do  so  to  ihe  end  of  time.  We 
appeared  to  .him  to  be  in  a  constant  state 
of  vacillation  between  the  buoyancy  of 
our  exports,  and  the  depression  of  our  do* 
mesiic  currency*  If  a  person  were  to  go 
to  Paris,  and  carry  with  him,  as  he  pro- 
bably would,  a  few  light  guineas,  he 
might  procure  for  each  26  livres  2  sous, 
which  would  be  an  exchange  in  his  favour. 
Let  bim  buy  a  bill  with  his  Bank  notes, 
and  he  would  get  but  22  livres  for  his 
pound,  an  exchange  considerably  against 
him.  Such  was  the  difierence  between 
London  and  Paris  in  the  real  and  the 
nominal  excbaogCj  or  between  French 
and  English  gold  on  the  one  hand,  and 
French  gold  and  £lnglish  paper  on  the 
other*  The  hon*  member  lamented  the 
minister's  dependence  upon  the  Bank; 
which  dependence  could  not  be  denied, 
for  according  to  the  words  of  the  wisest 
maiif  "the  borrower  is  always  the  slave 
of  the  lender."  This  dependence  he  also 
deprecated,  the  more,  because  he  con- 
ceived it  seriously  prejudicial  to  the  public 
service.  He  would  vote  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  conditions  upon  which  the  Bank 
directors  were  willing  to  resume  their  pay- 
ments in  cash,  as  well  as  upon  what 
grounds  the  present  measure  was  thought 
necessary.  An  explanation  of  these  points 
was  required  to  satisfy  the  public, 

Mr.  Tiemey  began  by  observing,  that  a 
aort  of  understanding  appeared  to  prevail 
between  the  Cbancellpr  of  the  Exchequer 
and  bis  right  hon.  friend  near  him  (Mr. 
Huskisson),  that  the  one  should  not  say  a 
word  about  the  state  of  our  currency,  and 
that  the  other  should  not  touch  upon  the 
ainking  fund.  Upon  that  understanding, 
however,  he  should  not  dwell,  but  advert 
to  the  question  before  thtf  House.  His 
motive  for  supporting  an  inquiry  was,  he 
declared,  with  a  yiew  to  ascertain  the  state 
of  things  in  which  it  was  contemplated 
that  the  Bank  was  likely  to  reaodie  pay- 
aaents  in  cash,  or  the  grounds  upon  which 
the  Cbaocellor  of  the  Excheqav  •  ctlcu* 


lated  that  such  resumption  would  take 
place  at  the  period  mentioped  in  the  Bill 
before  the  House.  If  the  Bank  were  likely 
to  resume  its  cash  payments,  even  at  the 
period  alluded  to,  namely,  in  July  1816, 
he  was  ready  to  state  that  he,  mr  one« 
should  rest  satisfied.  But  he  could  not 
entertain  such  a  hope  :  he  felt  convinced, 
that  he  should  never  live  to  see  that  event; 
on  the  contrary,  he  fully  believed,  that  aa 
long  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  Bank  could  contrive  to  agree,  tha 
restriction  was  likely  to  continue.  The 
House,  then,  he  thought,  was  bound  to 
inquire  into  the  subject,  in  order  to  ascer* 
tain  how  the  al&irs  of  the  Bank  stood, 
and  when  the  public  could  look  for  the 
gratification  of  their  wishes,  in  the  resto- 
ration of  a  sound  currency  for  the  pay- 
ment of  their  just  claims.  The  Bank  (di- 
rectors always  stated,  that  they  were  de-^ 
sirous  to  resume  their  cash  payments— that 
they  were  anxious,  truly,  for  the  removal 
of  the  restriction ;  but  yet  be  must  say, 
that  he  never  saw  a  body  of  men  so  pa- 
tient under  restriction  as  those  hon.  gen- 
tlemen appeared  to  be,  [a  laugh  !];  for 
they  uniformly  opposed  every  proposition 
of  inquiry,  and  every  measure  taken  in 
order  to  remove  that  restriction.  Such 
opposition,  then,  seemed  tp  cast  some  sus- 
picion upon  the  sincerity  of  these  gentle- 
men. The  right  hon.  gentleman  reviewed 
the  history  of  the  Bank  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  restriction  in  1797,  and 
thence  concluded  that  the  Bank  directors 
were  not  willing  to  resume  cash  payments, 
because  the  restriction  was  found  more 
conducive  to  their  interests.  But  from 
the  present  system  of  our  finances,  and 
the  connexion  between  the  Bank  and  the 
Treasury,  he  thought  it  impossible  for  the 
Bank  to  make  its  cash  payments  for  a  very 
considerable  period,  especially  after  the 
declaration  or  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, that  it  would  require  four  years 
to  wind  up  our  expenses ;  for  the  advances 
of  the  Bank  to  Government  in  the  pur- 
chase of  Exchequer-bills,  &c«  with  the 
usual  leger-de*main,  would  be  demanded, 
at  least  for  that  period.  Of  the  details  of 
these  transactions  the  House  had  received 
an  ample  and  able  deuil  from  an  hon. 

gentleman  (Mr.  F.  Lewis);  and  from  these 
etaiU  it  was  evident,  that  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  the  Bank  had  become  the 
master  of  the  minister.  This  assertion  he 
defied  any  man  to  deny ;  and  it  imperiously 
called  for  the  interposition  of  parliament, 
because  sack  a  state  of  ihiogs  was  incon- 
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sistent  with  the  poblic  interest,  and  for* 
nished  the  strongest  reason  foi^  restoring 
oor  currency  to  its  natural  state.  Of  this 
he  was  the  more  persuaded,  because  be 
had  no  doubt  that  tbo  facility  with  which 
the  minister  could  obtain  adr ances  from 
the  Bank,  serred  to  encourage  a  much 
greater  degree  of  expense  than  would 
etherwise  take  place.  Indeed,  if  it  were 
not  for  soch  advances,  he  was  convinced 
that  the  minister  would  be  obliged  to  resort 
'lothat  House  with  sucb  a  frightful  picture 
of  our  finances  as  the  country  had  never 
witnessed,  and  such  a,^  he  beUeved  very 
few  imagined  to  exist.  But  soch  advances 
would  not  have  been  made,  if  they  were 
not  attended  with  profit  to  the  lenders ; 
and  he  apprehended  .that  the  worthy  di- 
rectors w6ald,  upon  inquiry,  be  found 
to  derive  a  degree  of  profit  from  these 
trahsactioBs  that  was  materially  injurious 
fo  Ihe  public  service.  He  was  therefore 
anxious  for  inquiry,  in  the  hope  of  pre- 
venting the  continuance  of  sueh  an  evil, 
and  also  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  state 
of  the  Bank,  which  had  never  yet  been 
Blade  known ;  for  it  was  notorious,  that 
vpon  the  inquiry  which  took  place  seven- 
teen years  ago,  the  proportion  of  cash  pos- 
sessed by  the  Bank,  compared  to  the  notes 
it  had  in  circulation,  was  never  ascertained. 
The  grounds  upon  which  the  restriction 
was  enacted  were  well  known;  but  the 
point  which  he  had  stated  was.  totally  un- 
known, not  only  at  the  time  that  the  re- 
striction was  enacted,  but  even  at  this  day. 
The  House  had,  in  fact,  no  notion  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  that  great 
public,  and  universally  admitted  evil,  the 
restrictioOi  would  be  removed.  In  1 811  it 
wa^  proposed  to  remove  the  restriction  in 
two  years,  but  that  proposition  was  nega- 
tived. It  was  not,  however,  too  much  to 
expect  that  the  Bank  should  transact  busi- 
nesB  as  it  would  have  done  had  no  restric- 
tion taken  place ;  bat  even  this  reasonable 
requisition  was  resisted,  espeeially  by  the 
Bank  directors,  who  truly  professed  so 
much  desire  to  be  relieved  firom  the  re- 
striction. It  appeared  to  him  the  pafa** 
mount  duty  of  the  House  to  ask  the  reason 
of  such  eondoci,  and  to  institute  an  in- 
quinr,  with  a  view  to  regulate  the  future 
eondtuot  of  the  Bank,  If  it  were  not  found 
expedient  to  remove  the  restriction^  He 
had  said,  that  the  Bank  was  the  master  of 
the  ministo*,  and  its  partialities  were  noto- 
rious ;  for  although  the  directors  refined 
to  lord  Henry  Pettjr  an  advance  of  three 
niUtons  withotti  interest,  ihey  readily 


complied  with  a  similar  request  from  hb 
successor,  thus  evincing  their  disposition 
towards  a  certain  set  of  ministers.  But  the 
fact  was,  that  these  directors  were  become 
so  powerful  under  the  existing  system, 
that  they  were  enabled  to  overturn  any 
ministers  whom  tbc^  Regentmight  appoint, 
floid  towards  whom  they  felt  hostility.  The 
existence  of  sQch  an  extraordinary  power 
he  conceived  danf^rouito  the  GODStitation» 
and  therefore  he  deprecated  its  existence* 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  with 
finrcibly  exhorting  the  House  to  appoint 
a  committee,  in  order  to  consider  thev 
means  of  potting  an  end  to  such  an  un« 
natural  state  of  things. 

Mr.  Hkikmon  declared  his  adherence 
to  the  opinions  which  be  had  expressed  en 
a  former  occasion,  with  regard  to'  the 
thjftory  of  money,  and  the  depreciation  of 
oor  currency:  but  as  to  the  practical 
question  before  the  House,  it  appeared  to 
be  simply  this.  Whether  the  restriction 
should  be  continued  lor  fifteen  months? 
which  he  could  not  by  any  means  deem 
an  unreasonable  propositiom  It  would  be 
recollected,  that  in  1811  it  was  not  thought 
practicable  to  put  an  end  to  the  restriction 
within  less  than  two  years,  and  he  could 
not  therefore  consider  the  present  mea* 
sure  as  improper,  especially  after  a  fiiir 
view  of  the  state  of  the  countrVi  and  afier 
the  declaration  which  the  House  had 
heard  from  his  right  hon.  friend,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  When  a 
responsible  minister  of  the  Crown  stated 
his  sanguine  expectation,  that  within  the 
period  mentioned  in  the  Bill  it  would  net 
be  inconvenient  for  the  BanS  to  resume 
its  cash  payfi^ents,  he  could  not  help 
thinking  that  statement  entitled  to  atten- 
tion/and  that  it  served  to  render  the  pro* 
posed  committee  unnecessary.  Indeed, 
he  should  oppose  such  a  committee,  be- 
cause he  thought  its  appointment  would 
serve  to  impede  the  object  for  which  that 
statement  encouraged  us  to  hope.  For 
himself,  he  declared,  that  bearing  this 
statement  in  mind,  and  considering  the 
improved  prospects  of  the  country,  with 
the  redoced  price  of  bullioo,  he  could  noi 
see  why  the  restoration  of  our  naloral 
currency  should  not  be  looked  for  as  aft 
event  likely  te  take  place,  much  sooner 
than  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last  professed  to  contemplate.  .  Wlib  re* 
gard  to  a  vote  which  be  had  formerlr 
given,  in  181 1,  for  the  resumption  of  caali 
payments  in  two  years,  he  would  not  di^ 
goise  the  ntis&ciion  be  now  ieit|  thai  tiia% 
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vole  WM  ^Tvr-niltd  by  the  House;  be- 
cense  if  it  bad  iioi»  it  would  l|ave  been 
iospoBsible  for  this  cooDiry  to  hete  made 
these  great  efforts  wbrcb  bad  happily  pro- 
duced such  glorious  results.  Nor  was 
there  any  incoosistency  between  his  past 
and  present  conduct;  for  no  human  fore- 
aight  could,  by  any  possibility,  have  anti« 
cipated  those  results.  Had  -the  struggle 
been  of  longer  continuadce,  greater  and 
more  serious  diAculties  must  have  fol* 
lowed,  from  protracting  the  restriction  to 
an  indeBnite  period,  tlian  he  was  willing 
to  state.  With  regard  to  what  had  fallen 
from  the  right  hen.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  in  his  attack  upon  ibe  Bank,  for  act- 
ing in  its  deaKngs  with  Government  from 
notivei  of  pkrtialky  and  preference^  he 
considered  him  lo  have  totally  failed  in 
making  out  his  case.  It  had  been  argued 
by  another  hon.  member,  that  upon  any 
future  war,  they  were  to  expect  a  re* 
newal  of  the  restrictions ;  but  be,  for  one, 
should  deprecate  any  such  measuK  ;  for, 
in  bis  opinion^  nothing  but  such  a  war, 
and  such  a  singular  concurrence  of  cir- 
cnnHtances  as  produced  the  restriction  of 
1797,  could  warrant  the  Bank  in  applying 
for,  or  the  Govertmient  in  consenting  to, 
a  renewal  of  that  restriction.  There  was 
no  safety  for  the  public  credit  of  the 
country,  but  in  the  restltnption  and  conti- 
nuance of  cash  payments.  With  regard 
to  the  motion  for  an  inquiry,  as  no  benefit 
could  result  from  it,  he  ahould  certainly 
oppose  it. 

Mr.  Bamg,  in  rising  to  deliver  bis  opi« 
nion  upon  the  question,  was  anxious  to 
guard  himself  from  being  considered  as 
delivering  the  collective  opinion  of  those 
who  were  in  the  direction  of  the  Bank. 
What  he  had  to  offer  would  certainly  be 
bis  own  individual  opinion,  because  be 
bad  not  sat  in  the  court  of  directors  for 
the  last  twelve  months;  and  if  he  had,  it 
was  not  likely  that  he,  or  any  other  per- 
aon,  would  be  deputed  to  convey  their 
collective  sentimenu.  He.  was  anxious, 
bowever,  to  defend  the  Bank  from  some 
charges  which  had  been  made  against  it  ^ 
and  first,  as  to  the  charge  of  partiality  in 
its  transactions  with  Government*  The 
Bank  certainly  had,  under  peculiar  cir^ 
cumstances,  declined  advancing  the  loan 
to  lord  Henry  Petty,  which,  under  other 
circumstances,  they  bad  advanced  to  his 
uncceRsor ;  but  in  so  doing  it  had  acted 
upon  ttie  principle  of  a  fair  defence  of  its 
«>wn  intorejits,  and  from  no  motives  of  po- 
litical partiality.    JNeitber  was  it  the  fact. 
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as  had  been  staled,  that  the  Bank  ww 
anxious  to  enlarge  its  discounts,  and  in* 
vited  bankers  to  become  discounters.  On 
the  contrary,  the  {general  practice  of  the 
Bank,  instead  of  inviting,  was  to  ward 
off  too  much  facility  in  discounting. 
Then^  as  to  the  geoeral  charge,  that  the 
Bank  looked  exclusively  to  its"  own  inte- 
rests :— It  was  certainly  the  duty  of  the 
directors  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the  ' 
proprietors ;  but  he,  for  one,  and  be  be- 
iicTed  be  could  say  as  much  for  bis 
brethren  in  the  direction,  would  never  act 
with  a  total  disregard  of  the  public  inte* 
rests,  as  necessarily  affected  by  ibe  state 
of  the  currency,  in  fact,  thoae  who  con* 
ducted  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  would  es- 
sentially injure  their  own  interests  if  they 
acted^  otherwise.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man who  apdce  last  h^d  expressed  hia 
confidence,  that  bis  right  bon.  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  fixing  a 
definite  period  when  the  cash  payments 
would  be  retnmedi  bad  determined  upon 
that  period  from  some  communication 
with  the  governor  or  directora  of  the  Bank. 
He  (Mr.  Baring)  certainly  could  not  know 
what  communication  might  have  passed 
between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  Bank ;  but  he  was  quite  sure  there 
was  no  information  which  a  director, 
merely  as  a  director,  could  give,  which 
might  not  be  obtained  from  many  other 
individuals.  If  he,  for  example,  were 
asked  by  the  right  bon.  centiemattt  at 
what  period  it  was  probable  cash  pay- 
ments might  be  resumed,  be  should  cer- 
tainly, like  a  Quaker,  answer  the  question 
by  another  question,  and  inquire  in  return 
wnat  foreign  payments  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  had  yet  to  make,  or  engage* 
ments  to  fulfil  ?  Upon  the  matter  Hself, 
he  much  doubted  whether  the  riffht  hon. 

Ssntleman  had  any  authority  from  the 
ank  in  what  he  had  stated^  [Hear,  hear !] 
though  certainly  be  was  not  aware  that 
he  had  not.  A  right  hon.  friend  of  hia 
(Mr.  Tierney)  had  expressed  a  wish  to 
hear  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  Bank 
directors;  and  he  assuredly  had  no  object 
tion  to  state  bis  own,  guarding  himself  as 
before,  that  In  what  he  said  he  delivered 
only  bis  own  opinion*  He  firmly  be- 
lieved, that  there  was  po  more  chance 
of  resuming  the  cash  payments  in  July 
twelvemonth,  than  there  was  of  re- 
suming them  to-morrow.  [Hear,  hear !] 
He  would  briefly  state  the  grounda 
of  that  opinion.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exohequer  had  argued,   from  the  vast 
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foreign  «xf>enditure  which  thta  country 
had  sustained,  that  there  was  a  great 
capacity  for  it,  which  when  that  expen- 
diture ceased,  would  be  applicable  to  the 
reiutnption  of  cash  payments.  The  theory 
was  certainly  plausible;  but  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  forget,  that 
when  the  country  possessed  that  capacity, 
it  also  possessed  the  monopoly  of  nearly  • 
all  the  trade  of  the  world  ;  whereas  now 
every  country  was  carrying  on  its  own 
trade.  It  always  appeared  to  him,  that 
the  great  effort  for  restoring  the  currency 
should  be  ma|le  immediately  after  peace, 
when  our  warehouses  were  full  and  the 
continent  quite  bare  of  merchandize.  His 
great  doubt,  however,  of  being  able  to 
restore  a  sound  currency,  arose  from  the 
artificial  state  iu  which  we  were,  aod  the 
impossibility  of  going  on  without  an  arti- 
ficial currency  to  meet  that  state.  If  the 
high  prices  and  high  taxes  continued,  those 
high  prices  and  high  taxes  could  never  be 
paid  in  guineas,  but  must  be  paid  in  paper. 
The  only  evil  of  Bank  notes,  in  his  opinion, 
had  been  their  gradual  extension  from 
year  to  year.  At  the  time  of  the  Restric- 
tion they  were  not  more  than  eight  mil- 
lions, afterwards  they  got  to  eleven  mil- 
lions ;  and  the  general  average  now  exist- 
ing was  between  25  and  27  millions.  As 
long  as  there  was  any  thing  artificial  in 
the  country,  there  must  be  an  artificial 
currency  to  compete  with  it.  He  was 
convinced  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  be  unable  to  manage  bis  affairs, 
from  the  moment  the  Bank  drew  in  thair 
issues,  in  order  to  make' up  these  cash -pay- 
ments :  this  would  pull  a  string  that  would 
afiect  every  country  bank  in  the  kingdom, 
by  necessarily  calling  on  them  to  take  up 
their  notes ;  and  general  stagnation  and 
ruin  would  be  the  immediate  consequence. 
He  should  vote  against  the  motion,  from 
the  convictioiv  that  any  inquiry  of  the 
nature  proposed,  would  only  still '  farther 
impede  the  object  that  was  desired,  by 
leading  to  injurious  exposure.  *Yet  he 
would  do  every  thing  in  bis  power  to  pro- 
mote return  to  cash-payments  ;  being 
convinced  that  there  could  be  no  per- 
manent security  for  this  country  till  its 
circulating  medium  was  restored  to  its 
original  state.  He  could  assure  the  House, 
that  it  had  ever  been  the  wish  of  the  Bank 
to  do  their  duty  to  the  country. 

Mr.  Pwwmby  was  sorry  he  did  not  see 
the  hon.  gentleman  who  presided  over  the 
concerns  of  the  Bank,  in  his  place  at  that 
noineot,  as  he  Aever  looked  with  more 
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anxiety  for  any  man's  opinion  upon  a 
subject,  than  he  did  for  his  opinion  on  that 
now  before  the  House,  as  he  conceived 
that  he  must  be  belter  informed  upon  it 
than  any  other  person.  He  wished  to 
know  how  it  had  happened,  that  since  oar 
expenditure  abroad  had  in  a  great  degree 
ceased,  gold,  which,  during  the  remission 
of  money  to  the  continent,  had  fallen  to 
4/.  5s»  had  risen  to  4/.  9i.  It  was  in  vain 
to  say,  that  the  Bank  directors  did  not 
make  money  by  their  advances  and  issues: 
it  was  not  only  their  object,  but  their  doty : 
they  were  the  trustees  of  the  corporation, 
and  they  must  do  all  they  could  to  increase 
the  profits  of  the  concern.  It  had  been 
said,  that  to  institute  the  proposed  inquiry 
would  have  the  effect  of  making  it  known, 
that  the  Bank  company  wanted  to  buy 
gold^  and  the  consequence  would  be»  that 
every  one  who  had  it  to  sell  would  raise 
his  price.  He  was  of  opinion  that  m  this 
respect  the  inquiry  could  make  no  differ- 
ence, as  five  pounds  worth  of  gold  conid 
not  at  present  be  purchased  for  the  Bank 
without  its  being  known  who  was  the  pur- 
chaser. Though  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  said  he  thought  cash-pay- 
ments might  be  resumed  on  the  5th  of  July 
next  year,  one  of  the  Bank  directors  had 
ffiven  it  as  his  opinion  that  this  could  not 
be  done  in  less  than  five  years.  To  which 
of  these  statements  ought  the  House  to 
pay  most  attention  ?  He,  as  every  man 
who  heard  him  must  do,  wished  to  see  the 
Bank  flourish,  and  was  actuated  by  no 
hostility  against  the  company;  but  still  be 
could  never  bring  himself  to  say  that  he 
thought  they  were  not  interested  in  the 
continuance  of  the  present  fictitious  cur* 
rency.  The  opinions  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  £xct)equer  and  a  Bank  director,  which 
had  been  expressed  in  that  debate,  were» 
as  he  had  shewn,  in  direct  opposition  to 
each  other :  he  hoped  the  House  would 
put  itself  in  a  situation  to  form  an  opinion 
of  its  ctwn.  Feeling,  as  he  did,  that  the 
financial  and  commercial  state  ol*  the 
country  would  never  be  healthy  until  the  . 
return  of  a  legitimate  metallic  currency* 
he  most  support  the  motion  of  hia  noble 
friend;  the  tendency  of  which,  he  trusted, 
would  be  to  incite  the  Bank  to  every  pos-* 
sible  exertion  for  the  acceleration  of  thai 
desirable  object.  • 

Mr.  J.  H.  Smyth  supported  the  motion  ; 
contending,  that  the  sanguine  hope  ex- 
pressed by  the  Chancellor  of  th^  JSxche- 
quer,  was  an  insufiicient  reason  for  refuaingt 
to  refer  the  subject  to  a  committee* 
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Mr..  Wmiiam  Smkh  also  sopporUd  the 
motion.  H«  contended,  that  the  silence 
of  the  governor  of  the  Bank  afforded  ample 
proof  that  he  did  not  coincide  in  the  opi* 
nion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
as  to  the  probability  of  a  speedy  resump- 
tion of  payments  in  specie.  In  his  opinion, 
^11  the  governments  which  had  succeeded 
each  other  in  this  coantry  had  neglected 
their  daty  in  not  imposing  a  restriction  on 
Ike  proBts  of  the  Bank  of  England.  Those 
IMTofits  had  been  immense,  in  consequence 
of  the  restriction,  and  it  was  impossible 
not  to  believe  that  the  long  continuance 
of  the  restriction  was  in  some  measure 
attributable  to  the  advantages  derived 
from  it*  He  recollected  ihat  on  the  morn* 
ing  when  the  payments  in  cash  had  ceased 
at  the  Bank,  be  called  on  Mr.  Fox,  to  ac- 
quaint him  with  the  circumstance.  Mr. 
Fox  was  already  apprised  of  it.  '*  There 
is  one  comfort,  however/'  said  he  (Mr 
Smith),  <<  it  cannot  last  long."  "  Not  last 
long !"  replied  Mr.  Fox,  "  I  do  not  know 
what  you  may  do ;  but  I  shall  never  live 
to  see  the  Bank  p^y  in  money  again.'' 
That  great  man's  prophecy  had  been  fuU 
filled  in  his  case,  and  he  feared  it  might 
with  truth  have  been  extended  to  his  own. 
It  appeared  to  him,  that  without  a  com- 
nitlee  to  investigate  the  subject,  and  lay 
down  some  principles  on  which  the  House 
niffht  hereafter  act,  the  object  which  they 
had  in  view  could  never  be  accomplis)ied, 
and  he  should  therefore  vote  for  thc^ 
motion. 

Mr.  B.  Skaxo  contended,  that  although 
the  Bank  had  benefited  by  the  restriction, 
tiiey  had  materially  benefited  the  country 
in  return ;  tfnd  had  enabled  it  to  wade 
through  its  difficulties,  at  a  period  of  great 
danger  and  distress.  What  was  called 
an  artificial  currency,  had  become  so  much 
a  part  of  our  financial  and  commercial 
constitution,  that  it  was  impossible  to  think 
of  potting  a  sudden  stop  to  it.  The 
change,  to  be  unattended  with  mischief, 
must  be  one  of  a  gradual  nature. 

The  OuuieeUcr  qf  ike  Esekequer  begged 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  few 
minutes.  He  denied  that  the  restriction 
on  the  Bank  had  been  imposed  as  the 
means  of  giving  energy  to  the  country. 
No  ministry  could  ever  be  so  mad  or  pre- 
sumptuous as  to  propose  it  on  such  a 
ground.  It  took  place  under  circnm- 
■tances  which  it  was  to  be  hoped  would 
nerer  recur«  Between  the  period  at 
nrhich  it  occurred  and  the  present  there 
was  certainly  a  glorious  contrast.    At  the 
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former,  revolutionary  France  threatened 
to  overwhelm  the  world,  our  allies  had 
been  subdued,  our  finances  were  in  a  state 
the  most  precarious.  Now,  we  bad  seen 
our  allies  victorious,  we  had  seen  the 
French  revolution  terminated,  and  a  truly 
free  and  happy  constitution  established  in 
France ;  we  had  seen  a  peace  concluded 
which  he  trusted  would  prove  as  permanent 
as  profound.  He  justified  the  silence  of  hia 
hon.  friend  the  governor  of  the  Bank,  and 
expressed  a  hope  that  ^the  predictions 
which'had  been  hazarded  that  night  would 
not  be  fulfilled ;  a  hope  founded  on  the 
recollection  of  those  by  which  they  had 
been  preceded.  The  fears  expressed  on 
account  of  the  high  price  of  labour,  and 
the  assertion  that  the  ruin  of  our  roanufac* 
tures  must  follow,  were  bugbears  which 
had  been  used  to  frighten  the  people  of 
this  country,  not  merely  from  year  to 
year,  but  from  generation  to  generation. 
To  be  satisfied  of  this^  gentlemen  need 
only  refer  to  what  had  been  written  on 
this  subject  at  the  beginning  of  the  lasa 
century,  and  they  would  find  these  topics 
had  been  quite  as  eloquently  pressed  on 
the  consideration  of  the  public  then,  as 
they  were  now  in  obr  day.  Referring  to 
the  apprehension  expressed  by  an  hon. 
gentleman,  that  he  should  not  see  the 
Bank  resume  its  payments  in  cash,  he 
stated  it  to  be  his  hope,  that  be  would  live 
many  years  after  the  restriction  had  ceased ; 
and  he  did  not  hesitate  to  repeat  it  as  hia 
sanguine  belief/  that  that  event  would 
take  place  at  the  period  which  he  proposed 
to  name  in  the  committee,  when  the  pre- 
sent motion  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  GratfeU  said,  he  intended  to  vote 
for  the  motion ;  and  if  the  inquiry  proposed 
were  not  granted,  when  the  Bill  came  into 
the  committee,  be  would  move  to  add  to 
the  clause  for  limiUng  the  Bank  restrictions 
to  July,  1810,  the  words  which  were  used 
with  respect  to  the  property  tax^  "  and  no 
longer." 

Lord.  A.  HamHum  replied  at  some 
length,  after  which  strangers  were  ordered 
to  withdraw,  and  the  gallery  was  cleared. 

Mr.  Potuonfy,  whilst  in  the  lobby,  ad* 
dressed  the  members  who  had  gone  forth. 
He  requested  them  not  to  retire  when  the 
division  was  over,  as  Mr,  Grenfell  pro- 
posed to  add  as  an  amendment  to  the 
clause  limiting  the  Bank  restriction  to 
July,  1816,  the  words  "  and  no  longer." 
These  words  were  well  thought  of,  and 
when  these  were  pressed  on  the  House,  it 
would  be  seen  what  confidence  the  Chan* 
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cellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  in  the  optoion 
be  had  expressed : 
The  numbers  on  the  di? tsion  were — 

For  the  motion 38 

Against  it 134 

^  Majorily 96 

List  qfihe  Mmoriiy, 

Atherley,  A.  Marryatt,  Joseph 

Bemara,  Scrope  Monck,  sir  C. 

Bennet,  bon.  H.  G.  Moore,  P. 
Campbell,  hoxi.  J.       .   Milton,  lord 

Carew,  R.  S.  Newport,  sir  J. 

Daly,  D.  B.        '  North,  D. 

Dundas,  bon.  L.  Proby,  lord 

Duncannon,  lord  Philips,  George 

Dickenson,  W.  Ponsonby,  rt.  non.  G. 

Elliot,  rt.  hon.  W.  Ponsonby,  hon.  F. 

Fitzroy,  lord  J.  Prittie,  hon.  F. 

Grant,  J.  P.  Russell,  lord  O.  W. 

Grenfell,  Pascoe  Smyth,  J.  H. 

Halsey,  J.  Smith,  W. 

Harcoiut,  J.  Tierney,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Heron,  sir  R.           -      Whitbread,  S. 

Howorth,  H.  Wynn,  sir  W.  W. 

Lambton,J.G.  .      .       Tellers 

Lewis,  F.  lELLEus. 

Lyttlcton,  bon.  W.        Hamilton,  lord  A. 

Martin,  J.  Horner,  F. 

Sir  R.  Ferguson,  Mr.  G.  Wynn,  and 

Mr.  Ramsdeo,  were  shut  out. 

Bank  Restriction  Bill.]  Imme- 
diate! v  after  the  above  division,  the  House 
went  into  a  .committee  for  continuing  an 
Act  ofthe  44th  of  his  Majesty,  to  continue 
the  restrictions  on  payments  of  cash  by 
tbe  Bank  of  England.  The  Chancellor 
having  moved,  that  the  said  restrictions 
shotild  continue  to  the  5th  of  July,  1816, 
Mr.  Grepfell  proposed  bis  amendment, 
•that  tbe^ords  *'  and  no  longer,''  be. added 
thereto. 

The  Chancellor  qf  ihe  Exchequer  objected 
to  the  amendment,  upon  the' ground  that 
it  would  seem  to  limit  the  discretion  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Homer  inferred,  and  was  sure  the 
House  would  infer,  from  the  silence  of  the 
governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  that  he 
Jooked  to  the  event  of  tbe  resumption  of 
cash  payments  with  any  thing  but  hope 
and  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Tiemof  thought  the  words  of  tbe 
amendment  would  shew  that  they  were 
more  in  earnest  than  was  osual  on  such 
subjects.  If  a  case  could  be  made  out  to 
justify  the  adoption  of  the  measure  after- 
wards, it  would  be  competent  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  to  move  it. 

Mr.^ Ponionby  called  upon  the  House  to 
notice  the  coincidence,  m  tha  silence  of 
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the  governor  of  the  Bank,  and  the  refusal 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to 
agree  to  the  introduction  of  the  'words 
proposed  as  an  amendment.  This  would 
give  them  a  proper  idea  of  the  confidence 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  put  in  the  opi- 
nion he  had  expressed. 

Mr.  Baring  did  not  think  that  payment! 
could  then  be  resumed  with  any  safety ; 
and  that  the  insertion  of  these  words  might 
have  the  effect  of  inducing  some  conscien- 
tious persons  to  make  greater  exertions 
than  would  otherwise  be  consistent  with 
their  duty. 

Tbe  House  divided— 

For  the  Amendment  ...; 35 

Against  it   92 

Majority  for  the  original  motion  — >57 

The  Bill  then  passed  through  the  com* 
mittee. 
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Friday,  March  3. 

Corn  Laws.]  Earl  Stanhope  said,  he 
held  in  his  hands  three  petitions,  each  of 
them  numerously  and  respectably  signed, 
against  tbe  intended  new  regulations  relat- 
ing to  corn  and  grain.  Two  of  these  peti- 
tions were  from  SpitaUfields,  and  one  of 
them  was  signed  by  about  6,000  persons* 
He  took  that  opportunity  of  calling  their 
lordships  attention  to  a  charge,  that  had 
been  made  against  him  last  night;  he 
having  been  represented  as  wishing  to  re* 
duce  the  taxes  in  a  way  which  would 
sacrifice  the  interests  and  rights  of  the 
public  creditor,  and  deprive  the  nation  of 
a  proper  peace  establishment.  Having 
been  thus  grossly  misrepresented^  ho 
thought  it  due  to  himself^  and  to  the  cause 
of  justice^  to  call  their  lordships  attention 
to  the  true  state  of  the  case«  He  had  last 
year  proposed  for  their  lordships  conside- 
ration, a  resolution,  which  now  stood  on 
their  Journals,  and  was  to  this  effect ;  that 
the  agricultural  classei  ought  to  be  re- 
lieved from  direct  tatatinn,  4w  far  as  Ihaa 
could  be  done  consistently  with  the  keep- 
ing inviolable  faith  with  tbe  public  credi- 
tor, and  tbe  preservation  of  a  proper  and 
adequate  peace  establishment.  WouM 
any  one  in  that  House  again  accase  hiin 
of  a  wish  to  defraud  the  public  credit* 
or  to  prevent  the  support  of  an .  adequate 
peace  esublishment?  He  was  penuaded 
that  no  persona  after  reading  that  resolo* 
Uon,  could  come  forward  with  tocb  an  ac^ 
cosationt 
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The  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  oo  the 
Uble. 

Lord  Orenvilie  taidy  he  bad  ia  his  hand 
a  petition  from  the  charch-wardens,  free- 
holders, and  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Luke,  against  the  proposed  alterations 
in  the  corn  laws,  and  this  petition  be  was 
now  about  to  present  to  their  lordships.  It 
was  signed  by  between  7  and  8«000  persons 
in  the  course  of  1 6  or  18  hours,  certainly 
not  two  days.  He  stated  that  circumstance 
merely  as  an  instance  to  show  that  ihose 
were  widely  mistaken  who  thought  that  the 
proceedings  with  respect  to  the  corn  laws 
were  not  generally  and  deeply  felt. 
Whatever  might  be  the  ultimate  judgment 
of  parliament  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be 
taken  upon  this  important  subject,  it  would 
well  become  the  dignity  of  the  legisla* 
tore,  not  to  hurry  forward  any  measure 
that  might  be  in  contemplation.  LitUe 
could  be  gained  by  precipitation— by 
running  a  race  with  the  subjecU  of  this 
counuy,  so  as  to  have  the  measure  pawed 
before^  the  people  had  an  opportunity  of 
declaring  their  opinion  upon  it.  If  the 
legislature  really  wished  its  decisions  to 
be  treated  with  that  respect  and  deference 
which  ought  to  be  felt  towards  the  pro- 
ceedings of  parliament,  it  was  of  the  last 
importance  that  there  should  be  no  ap- 
pearance of  hurry  and  precipitation,  no 
jattempt  to  prevent  the  voice  ot  the  people, 
when  regularly  and  temperately  expressed, 
from  being  heard  and  duly  attended  to. 
But  at  any  rate,  no  precipitation  could 
prevent  the  general,  he  might  say  almost 
universal  sense  of  the  people  from  being 
expressed  and  felt.  He  wished  their  lord- 
ships to  observe,  that  this  petition  was 
signed,  not  merely  by  those  on  whom  the 
proposed  regulations  would  press  most 
heavily,  but  by  a  great  number  of  land* 
holderst  who  were  convinced  that  the  prin- 
cipal-article of  subsistence  with  the  poorer 
classes  ought  not  to  be  touched  by  those 
regulations.  Deeply  convinced  of  the 
soundness  of  the  opinion  which  he  himself 
entertained  on  this  most  interesting  sub- 
ject, he  was  anxious  to  take  every  oppor- 
tunity of  declaring  that  opinion^  and  of 
promoting  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  the 
most  attentive  consideration,  the  most  ma- 
ture and  ample  discussion,  and  the  most 
cautious  and  deliberate  mode  of  proceed- 
ing* when  I  hey  were  about  to  legislate  on 
a  matter  of  such  vital  importance  to  the 
community.  He  deeply  regretted,  there- 
fore, that  he  did  not  happen  to  be  in  his 
place  last  night*  when  some  diKussion  on 


the  subject  had  taken  place;  but,  what- 
ever might  be  the  difference  of  opi- 
nion among  them,  in  this  at  least  he  should 
imagine  that  all  must  be  asreed,— that  in 
legislating  on  this  question  every  appear- 
ance of  precipitation  ought  to  be  avoided, 
and  every  opportunity  afforded  to  collect 
information  and  the  sense  of  the  nation  at 
large  from  all  quarters  of  the  empire. 

The  petition  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Damley  wished  that  his 
noble  friend  had  been  present  last  night  to 
have  stated  what  he  might  have  thought 
proper  on  this  certainly  interesting  subject; 
and  be  wjshed  it  the  more  on  account  of 
the  deference  which  he  felt  for  his  noble 
friend's  opinion— a  deference  so  great,  that 
when  he  had  the  misfortune  to  difier  from 
hiroi  he  was  almost  ready  to  distrust  the 
soundness  of  his  own  conclusions.  He 
had  last  night  adverted  to  a  statement 
alleged  19  have  been  made  by  the. chief 
magistrate  of  London,  that  the  price  of 
the  quartern  loaf  jvould  be  raised  by  the 
proposed  regulations  to  16dl,  and  he  now 
wished  to  move  for  the  production  of  a 
document  which  would  show  how  erroneous 
such  an  opinion  was,  supposing  it  to  have 
been  expressed.  The  price  of  the  quarter  of 
corn  might  he  far  beyond  80f.  without  the 
quartern  loaf  being  at  so  high  a  price  as 
If.  4d.  or  any  thing  like  it.  That  the  price 
of  bread  in  London  was  higher  ia  general 
than  it  ought  to  be  with  reference  to  the 
price  of  corn,  was  true ;  but  that  most  be 
the  effect  of  bad  regulations.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving  for  an  account  of  the 
average  prices  of  grain,  flouri  and  bread 
in  the  I^udon  market  during  the  last  ten 
years* 

Lord  ChrcmnUe  admitted,  that  this  docu- 
ment  might  be  the  means  of  bringing  im- 
portant information  before  the  House;  but 
it  would  not  be  complete  without  a  similar 
account  of  the  prices  in  the  maritime  die* 
tricts,  which  regulated  the  importation  of 
grain.  He  moved,  therefore,  for  a  return 
of  the  average  pric^  of  grain,  floor,  and 
bread  in  the  12  maritime  districts  offing- 
land  and  Wales  since  1792.^Both  ac- 
counts were  ordered. 

Scotch  TaiAL  bt  Joxt  Bill.]  The 
report  of  the  Scotch  Jury  Trial  Bill  was 
taken  into  consideration,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  proposed  a  clause,  providing 
That  the  jury  must  be  unanimous  in  their 
verdict  as  in  England,  and  that  the  mao 
who  was  first  drawn,  or  first  answered  to 
his  name,  should  be  the  foreman  or  chan- 
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opinion  that  gentlemen  were  actuated 
by  persoi^i  motives,  stilJ  he  thought  that 
every  thing  should  be  done  to  prevent 
such  a  misqhievous  impression,  being  con- 
vinced that  the  belief  of  the  people  would 
be  such  as  be  had  stated,  unless  greater 
time  were  given  for  consideration,  if  the 
people  were  in  error,  the  more  time  that 
was  given  for  discussion,  the  better  would 
be  the  chance  that  error  would  be  cor- 
rected. 

Mr.  Babu^on  said,  that  while  he  highly 
respected  the  agricultural  interest,  and 
wished  it  to  be  properly  supported,  he 
could  not  give  his  assent  to  the  proposed 
restricting  price.  The  decision  of  this 
question  depended  on  the  consideration  of 
a  great  variety  of  circumstances.  In  the 
first  place,  they  had  to  examine  it  with 
reference  to  our  foreign  trade.  Our  ma- 
nufactures were  sent  to  every  part  of  the 
world  ;  but  they  never  would  be  able  to 
compete  with  those  of  foreign  countries, 
unless  labour  were  cheap,  and  that  de- 
pended on  the  price  of  provisions,  as 
compared  with  the  rate  at  which  they 
were  sold  on  the  continent  of  Europe. 
By  their  naval  superiority,  during  the 
late  war,  they  were  possessed  of  a  sort  of 
monopoly ;  but  that  had  ceased,  of  course, 
with  the  return  of.  peace;  and  now  they 
|iad  to  contend  with  much  greater  diffi- 
culties, with  respect  to  the  sale  of  their 
manufactures,  than  they  had  to  encounter 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  hostilities. 
In  consequence  of  the  peculiar  state  of  the 
continent  many  foreign  countries  had  es* 
tablished  manufactures  of  different  kinds, 
either  to  provide  employment  for  their 
poor,  or  for  the  convenience  of  possessing 
those  articles  which  formerly  they  pur- 
chased from  Great  Britain.  Our  manu- 
factures would,  therefore,  in  this  new 
state  of  things,  have  to  struggle  against 
difficulties  greater  than  had  ever  before 
impeded  them.  This  .country,  it  was 
true,  possessed  many  advantages  in'com- 
merce  and  agriculture.  It  had  an  abun- 
dant capital,  greatec  than  any  other  king- 
dom could  boast  of.  It  was  a  nation 
skilled  in  manufactures.  Indeed,  it  might 
be  said,  that  they  had  a  standing  army  of 
manufacturers,  ready  to  support  and  ex- 
tend the  commerce  of  the  country.  They 
possessed  a  free  cbnsiitution,  which  gave  a 
degree  of  consequence  to  manufacturers, 
which  they  did  not  elsewhere  enjoy. 
There  were  a  variety  of  other  advantages; 
all  which  combioed,  would,  to  a  certain 
extent,  but  to  a  certain  extent  only,  en« 
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able  England  to  combat  against  the  dis- 
advantages by  which  her  commerce  and 
manufactures  were' likely  to  be  affected. 
Under  these" circumstances,  they  ought 
to  take  care  not  to  support  any  measure 
which  threatened  to  weaken  the  national 
strength,  or  to  paralyse  the  national  se- 
curity. Now,  a  very  great  disadvantage 
to  our  manufacturing  interest  would  be 
produced,  if  the  price  of  labour  were 
augmented,  by  raising  the  price  of  pro- 
visions. This  was  a  relative  question, 
which  could  not  be  settled  by  looking  to 
the  home  prices ;  they  must  examine  the 
prices  abroad  ;  because,  in  proportion  to 
the  price  of  provisions  on  the  continent, 
the  foreign  states  would  or  would  not  be 
enabled  to  compete  with  ns  in  the  diffe- 
rent markets.  On  an  average,  looking  to 
the  price  of  grain  in  the  north  of  Europe, 
in  Flanders,  France,  &c.  it  might  be  rated 
at  40s,  per  quarter— grain  b^ing,  from  a 
variety  of  causes,  the  neglect  of  tillage, 
the  march  of  large  armies,  &c.  dearer 
in  the  present  than  it  would  probably  be 
in  future  years.  Now,  should  the  price  of 
grain  on  the  continent  gradually  decrease, 
and  the  rate  of  manufacturing  labour  be- 
come lower  in  proportion,  how  could  this 
country  hope  to  meet  the  foreign  inano* 
factorer  in  his  own  market,  if  a  restricting 
price  of  80f.  were  imposed  ?  In  his  opi* 
nion  they  could  not  proceed  farther  than 
6St*  or  at  ferthest  66f» ;  if  they  went  to 
80s.  it  would*  be  stretching  the  bow  too 
much.  If  com  were  sold  under  the  li- 
mited price,  it  would  be  in  consequence 
of  our  growing 'Sufficient  for  our  own  con- 
sumption.  And,  should  a  very  abundant 
season  occur,  there  would  be  a  consider* 
able  soperflux — how  was  it  to  be  disposed 
of?  The  middle>man  would  not  take  charge 
of  so  perishable  a  commodity.  Recourse 
most  then  be  had  to  exportation.  But 
where  were  they  likely  to  find  a  vent 
for  this  superfluous  grain  ?  It  was  not 
probable  that  any  market  would  be  found 
for  it  on  the  continent*  The  consequence 
would  be,  that  the  necessary  re«actioa^ 
must  produce  an  effect  far  more  prejudi- 
cial to  the  farmer,  than  could  flow  from 
the  present  moderate  price  of  corn.  If 
they  adopted  the  restricting  price  of  63s, 
they  would  only  go  back  to  the  situation 
in  which  they  stood  in  1804,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  taxes.  Laying  the  taxes 
for  the  present  out  of  the  question,  he  did 
not  think  there  was  any  great  hardship 
in  recurring  to  the  system  of  I80i.  They 
were,  at  that  period|  a  great,  a  happy,  a 
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floariihiog  nation;  and  they  were  en- 
abled to  feed  with  the  produce  of  the 
coontry  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
Uieir  own  population.  Since  that  time 
much  land  bad  been  brought  into  a  state 
of  cultivation.  But  be  did  not  fear,  if  the 
restricting  price  were  confined  to  the  tum 
he  had  mentioned^  that  poor  lands,  now 
producing  corn,  would  be  again  con- 
signed to  grass.  The  price  of  labour,  he 
bad  no  doubt.  wooU  tall,  taxes  would  be 
lessened,  and  the  consequence  would  be. 
that  those  lands  would  continue  to  be  cul- 
tivated. The  taxes  would  probably  b^ 
heavier  than  in  1804.  but  he  did  not  think 
they  would  be  so  heavy  as  to  produce  an 
eflfcct  contrary  to  that  which  he  had 
stated.  In  Ireland  the  agriculturist  was 
enabled  to  grow  his  corn  much  cheaper, 
because  the  taxes  were  considerably  less 
than  in  this  country,  and  labour  was  also 
l>aid  at  a  much  lower  rate.  If  the  Irish 
farmer  could  grow  his  cora  at  40f«  per 
quarter,  he  conceived,  that,  with  a  pro* 
tecting  price  of  d3<.  he  would  not  be 
iikely  to  abandon  tillage.  With  respect 
to  rents,  he  must  observe,  that  they  had 
risen  to  an  unnatural  height,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  circumstances  of  the  war ; 
and,  if  they  were  reduced  to  something 
like  what  thev  were  in  1804,  he  con- 
ceived the  land*holders  would  have  no  just 
^use  of  complaint.  He  thought  it  fair 
to  state,  looking  to  the  great  rise  of  rents 
in  that  country,  that  they  might  be  very 
considerably  lowered,  and  yet  those  who 
possessed  landed  property  suffer  very  little 
by  the  alteration.  It  should  not  be  for- 
gotten, that  for  the  last  half  century  our 
manufactures  had  thriven  under  the  im- 
port system,  and  he,  for  one,  would  not 
rashly  depart  from  it  until  the  House  had 
further  experience  as  to  the  effects  of 
peace.  He  contended,  that  prices  would 
be  less  steady,  if  we  depended  entirely  on 
our  resources.  When  the  crops  were 
good,  prices  would  be  extremely  low,  and 
when  bad  they  would  rise  enormously 
high*  He  concluded  with  observing,  that 
low  prices  and  high  taxes  were  indeed  a 
serious  consideration  to  the  landed  inte- 
rest ;  but  high  taxes,  high  prices,  and  a 
failing  foreign  commerce,  would  be  much 
worse. 

Sir  JbAn  Newport  said,  he  could  most 
truly  assert,  that  not  even  the  bon,  gen- 
tleman who  had  Just  sat  down,  though  re* 
presenting  a  manu&ctnring  county,  could 
wish  more  sincerely  than  he  did.  that  the 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain  should  flou- 
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rish.  A^d.  although  Ireland,  in  agricul* 
tore,  bore  a  paramount  interest,  yet,  if  be 
thought,  that,  by  supporting  this  mea* 
sore,  he  was  advocating  that  which  would 
injure  the  manu&ctores  of  Bogland,  bo 
would  not  present  himself  to  the  Honio 
on  this  occasion.  But,  when  gentlemea 
spoke  of  this  larse  manufacturing  popula- 
tion, they  shouki  not  forget,  that  there 
was  a  very  great  proportion  of  individnala,' 
connected  with  agriculture,  who  anxiously 
awaited  the  decision  of  parliament,  in  th« 
hope  that  it  would  relieve  them  from  the 
pressure  by  which  they  were  at  present 
afflicted.  In  saying  this,  he  was  in- 
fluenced by  no  partial  feeling.  He  looked 
equally  to  the  interests  of  &g]and  as  of - 
Ireland.  The  House  should  not  forget, 
in  considering  this  measure,  that  thero 
was  a  large  l>ody  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  latter  country,  wholly  dependent  on 
agriculture  for  their  daily  employment. 
Those  individuals  had  not,  as  in  this  coun« 
try,  if  not  supplied  by  lalM>ur  with  the 
means  of  subsistence,  an  opportunity  of 
seeking  relief  from  the  poor-rates.  They 
could  only  look  to  that  scanty  pittance, 
if,  indeed,  any  such  existed,  which  they 
had  saved  out  of  the  labour  of  former 
years.  This  was  the  case  in  Ireland. 
And  he  could  assure  the  House,  from  n 
number  of  communications  he  had  re* 
ceived  from  the  m^istrates  of  that  coun- 
try, that  distress  was  universally  felt  there 
at  present.  Cases  of  theft,  the  offendera 
men  who  had  heretofore  borne  the  best 
characters,  were  now  frequently  investi- 
gated in  that  country.  In  consequence 
of  the  alarming  extent  of  these  depreda- 
tions, the  magistrates  had  instituted  an 
inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  lower  orders 
in  certain  districts  of  the  south  of  Ire- 
land, and  had  found  that  many  of  the 
labouring  poor  had  not  been  able  to  pro- 
cure a  single  day's  work  from  the  middle 
of  November  till  the  end  of  January  last.— 
They  were  ready,  they  were  able,  to 
work— but  they  could  not  procure  eas- 
ployment.  Was  this  a  situation  in  which 
they  would  like  to  place  anv  part  of  their 
population?  He  would  make  his  appeal 
on  this  subject,  and  make  it  boldly,  to  the 
manufiicturera  themselves.  He  would  ask 
them,  did  they  wish  to  see  any  part  of 
the  labouring  population  of  the  United 
Kingdom  placed  in  this  heart*breaking 
situation  ?  He  was  sure  he  could  antici- 
pate their  answer.  He  was  sure  they 
would  exclaim,  with  one  voice,  **  Let 
those  people  have  ample  relief''    TheD» 
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in  what  shape  was  this  relief  to  come  ? 
It  was  by  giving  Ireland  the  benefit  of 
her  agricultural  improvement*    Iii  conse- 
quence of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
Ireland,  he,  an  humble  individual,  who 
claimed  no  merit  for  the  act,  introduced  a 
measure,  which  he  conceived,  by  opening 
the  intercourse  between  the  two  countries, 
would  effectually  serve  both.    That  mea- 
sure had    exceeded    his   most  sanguine 
hopes.      Yet,   at   the  time  that  it  was 
brought  forward,  it  was,  like  the  present 
measure,  misrepresented  and  abused.    It 
was  reprobated  in  Ireland.    The  people 
there  imagined  that  its  effect  would  be 
to  deprive  them  of  sustenance.    But  now 
the  alarm  had  gone  by,  and  they  recog- 
nised in  it  a  powerful  engine  of  wealth 
and  prosperity.     That  country  was  every 
day  becoming  more  and  more  productive. 
It  possessed  capacities  of  improvement, 
beyond  what  any   person  unacquainted 
with  it  could  imagine.    And,  by  encou- 
raging the  progress  of  improvement,  agri- 
culture was  not  only  extended,  but  civili- 
zation and  domestic  habits,  which  went 
hand  in  hand  with  industry,  were  intro- 
duced and  established.     Parliament  had 
the  power  to  throw  that  population  back 
to   idleness  and   insubordination,  which 
they  had  called  to  industry  and  obedience 
to  the  laws.    They  could  throw  that  po- 
pulation back  to  pasture,  to  the  grazing  of 
cattle.    But  could  that  pursuit  afford  them 
sufficient    employment?    It  was  utterly 
impossible.     Would  the  House  consent 
to  throw  back  this  immense  population 
to  a  state  dangerous  to  the  community  in 
general,  since  it  must  be  destructive  of 
their  moral  habits  ?  Under  all  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  hoped  they  would  extend 
the  relief  to  Ireland,  which  her  situation 
required. 

The  right  hon.  baronet  said,  he  would 
here  make  a  short  statement  to  the  House, 
which,  perhaps,  had  not  come  within  the 
knowledge  of  gentlemen.  It  would  show 
that  the  state  of  Ireland  was  such,  as  im- 
peratively demanded  relief;  because  it 
would  prove  the  immense  number  of  per- 
sons who  were  dependent  on  the  agricul- 
ture of  that  country.  By  the  returns 
of  the  population  of  Ireland,  imperfect 
as  they  were,  it  appeared,  that,  in  the 
four  great  manufacturing  counties,  those 
of  Louth,  Antrim,  Armagh,  and  Down, 
together  with  the  cities  of  Dublin  and 
Cork,  there  were  708,600  families,  and 
of  these  489«800  were  nopported  by  agri- 
caltare*     Much  more  tm  tiro-thirds  of 
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the  whole  population  of  those  extensive 
districts,  including  Dublin,  which  con* 
tained  176,000  inhabitants,  and  the  city 
of  Cork,  containing  nearly  100,000,  were 
dependent  on  agriculture.  Of  ^  the  re- 
maining 219,000,  104,000  were  supported 
by  trade,  manufactures,  and  hapdicrafts. 
It  thus  appeared  that  the  individuals  con- 
nected with  agriculture,  greatly  outnum- 
bered those  embarked  in  manufactures. 
And  the  inference  was  evident,  that  any 
check  given  to  agriculture  would  be  vi- 
tally felt  in  every  part  of  Ireland. 

The  right*  hon.  baronet  then  proceeded 
to  argue,  with  great  force,  that,  from  the 
peculiar  situation  of   the  sister  country, 
England  was  bound  in  honour,  in  justice, 
in  good    faith,  to    encourage   her   agri- 
culture.     Many    circumstances,    he    ob- 
served, had  formerly  occurred  between 
the  two  countries  which  called  for  this 
protection.    He  would  not  enter  into  the 
detail   of  4h(ise   circumstances— such    a 
course  would  only  inflame,  and  he  wished 
to  conciliate— -but  he  would  advert  to  the 
result.      Ireland  was  diverted   from  the 
woollen  trade,  in  which  she  formerly  pro- 
fitably engaged,  to  depend  on  the  menu- 
fkctures  of  England.     Was  it  not,  there- 
fore, just  that  England  should  take  from 
her  that  produce,  which,  in  consequence 
of  her  giving  up  the  woollen  manufacture, 
had  become  her  only  support  ?    The  hon. 
gentleman  who  spoke  last  called  on  them 
to  look  at  the  foreign  market,  for  their 
manufactures.      He    (sir   John)   dki  not 
think  he  was  asking  too  much,  when  he 
called  upon  them  to  look  at  the  home 
market.     It  was  in  evidence  before  the 
House,  that,  in  proportion  as  the  demand 
for  the  agricultural  produce  of  Ireland 
increased  in  Great  Britain,  in   precisely 
the    tame    proportion  the    demand    for 
British  manufactures  increased  in  Ireland. 
This  observation  was  not  confined  to  any 
one  branch.     Woollens,  cottons,  glass— 
almost  all  the  household  furniture,  of  Ire- 
land— were  supplied  from  this  country. 
By  the  Act  of  Union,  Ireland  had  placed 
out  of  her  reach,  by  duties  amounting  to 
a  prohibition,  the  admission  of   foreign 
manufactures  into  her  ports.     She  had 
thus  restricted  herself  to  the  use  of  the 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain.     Had  she 
not,  therefore,  a  just  right  to  demand  of 
this  country,  that  her  produce  should  be 
received  hi  preference  to  that  of  foreign 
nations  ?    They  had  frequently  beard  of 
the  excesses  committed  in  Ireland.    No 
man  deplored  them  more  than  he  did ;  na 
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aan  woold  httly  with'  ffreater  pleasure,  the 
restoration  of  tranqaiTiity  and  beppioeflSy 
in  that  country.  The  true  way  to  attain 
this  desirable  end,  #as  by  giving  to  the 
people  a  permanent  interest  in  the  soil. 
Give  to  the  peasant  that  which  is  neces- 
sary for  him— employment,  and  at  the 
same  time  yoa  give  him  a  taste  for  whole- 
eome  pursoits,  a  love  for  peace  and  in- 
dastry!  And,  while  yon  by  this  means 
gife  wealth  to  Ireland,  you  mast  essen« 
tially  benefit  Gresitt  Britain ;  sinc^,  with 
the  lore  of  peace  and  order,  a  desire  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  comforts  of  Brithb 
-manafactores,  will  inevitably  be  excited. 
The  interests  of  the  two  islands  were,  in 
every  respect,  closely  interwoven  toge* 
ther.  And  every  measure  which  tended 
to  convince  the  people  of  Ireland  of  this 
fact,  assisted  in  forming  a  union,  far 
stronger  than  any  legal  tie— a  moral 
onion,  rsised  on  the  basis  of  mutual  inte- 
rest and  mutual  obligation* 

It  had  been  said,  and  the  sentiment  was 
Tery  prevalent  without  doors,  as  well  as 
within  those  walls,  that  this  measure 
would  not  afTord  immediate  relief  to  Ire- 
land, and  therefore  did  not  suit  the  exi- 
gencies of  that  country.  Here,  as  in  every 
other  case,  the  fact  was  every  thing.  The 
cessation  of  demand  in  Ireland  had  para- 
lysed the  whole  country.  It  was  not 
there,  as  it  was  in  this  country,  where 
large  capitals  existed,  customary  to  pro- 
ceed to  specalate  extensively.  They 
could  not  there  afford  to  speculate,  for  a 
considerable  time,  in  any  commodity* 
The  merchant,  if  he  did  not  find  the  de- 
mand commensurate  with  his  purchase, 
was  obliged  to  forego  the  trade.  He 
could  not,  like  the  merchant  of  England, 
proceed  to  an  almost  indefinite  extent* 
The  evil  arising  from  cessation  of  demand 
must  be  felt  more  speedily  in  the  sister 
country  than  here;  and  to  this  might,  in 
some  degree,  be  atributted,  the  greater 
degree  of  tranquillity  observable  in  Eng- 
land than  in  Ireland.  In  the  former,  there 
was  an  almost  constant  series  of  employ- 
ment for  the  labouring  poor— >in  the  latter, 
il  was  precarious  and  uncertain.  The  less 
the  amount  of  capital,  and  the  (foorer  the 
people,  the  sooner  woald  the  cessation  of 
demand  be  felt.  The  cessation  of  the  de- 
mand for  agricultural  produce,  in  Ireland, 
had  occasioned  a  stagnation  of  business  in 
every  part  of  il,-  and  had  caused  a  total 
want  of  confidence  amongst  the  people, 
with  respect  to  those  measures  which  were 
likely  to  do-them  service*    All  commer- 
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cial  intercourse  was  suspended  between 
the  two  countries,  pending  the  decision  of 
the  House  on  this  measare.  It  was  under 
circumstances  of  this  description,  that  the 
hon.  member  had  moved,  not  an  alteration^ 
not  a  modification  of  the  measure,  but  the 
postponing  the  consideration  of  it  for  six 
monthsUt  was  in  fact  saying,  that  a  mea- 
sure which  gentlemen  declared  ought  to 
be  fully  and  fairly  discussed,  should  be  put 
off  for  another  year.  The  table  certainly 
was  not  loaded  with  petitions  in  its  favour ; 
but  if  as  much  pains  had  been  taken  to 
procure  petitions  on  the  one  side,  as  was 
manifested  to  procure  them  on  the  other, 
he  had  no  doubt  but  a  great  number  woald 
have  been  presented  to  the  House  in  sup- 
port of  the  Bill,  Did  the^  not  thinks 
that,  out  of  the  488,000  families,  who,  as 
he  had  before  stated,  were  dependent  on 
agriculture  for  their  support,  many  would 
come  forward  to  sign  petitions  in  favout 
of  the  measure?  He  conceived,  the 
House  was  bound  to  hear,  calmly  and  dis* 
passionately,  every  representation  of  the 
people;  but  he  thought,  on  all  occasions, 
particularly  on  questions  of  this  nature, 
that  parliament  ought  to  be  guided  in  ita 
measures  by  its  own  solemn  deliberations. 
Every  gentleman  knew,  that  if  the  opinion 
of  the  people  had  always  been  made  the 
stand ara  of  their  proceedings  in  cases  of 
this  kind,  they  would  frequently,  for  tha 
purpose  of  purchasing  bread  at  a  very 
cheap  rate  for  the  moment,  have  run  the 
risk  of  buying  it  for  whole  years  at  a  scar- 
city price.  They  would  not  have  stopped, 
even  if  the  price  of  present  gratification 
had  been  nothing  less  than  future  famine* 
He  felt  so  strong  on  this  question,  he  was 
so  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  interests 
of  the  two  countries  were  the  same— thai 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring  his  firm 
opinion  that  the  protection  of  the  farmer 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  every  class 
in  the  community.  He  had  no  objection 
to  a  moderate  delay — he  would  give  every 
fair  opportunity  for  consideripg  the  mea- 
sure—but  he  woold  deprecate  any  post« 
ponement,  that  went  to  destroy  the  hopes 
of  those  who  depended  on  their  daily 
labour  for  subsistence.  It  was  of  no  use 
to  tell  the  poor  man  that  he  should  have  a 
large  loaf,  when  he  bad  not  employment 
by  which  he  could  earn  the  price  of  it. 
If  this  measure  were  not  agreed  to,  if  the 
labouring  population  were  left  without 
employment — it  woold  be  the  means  of 
driving  them  to  ma! -practices,  and  woold 
probably  reduce  Ireland  to  a  state,  which 
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applied  to  one  speciei  of  comoiodityy  why 
should  it  not  apply  to  another  ?    If  it  ap« 
plied  to  manufaciurei,  why  should  it  not 
apply  to  corn  ?  The  disadvantages  arisins 
from  its  not  being  applied  to  corn  had 
been  seriously  felt,  and  he  apprehended 
would  ere  long  be  very  generally  acknow- 
ledged.   Already  did  the  shopKeepers  io 
market  town^  view  with  dismay  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  farmer ;  in  vain  did  they  look 
for  that  custom  to  which  they  bad  here* 
tofore  been  accustomed;  the  farmer  passed 
their  doors  dejected  and  distressed,  he  was 
no   longer  able   to   purchase  those  little 
articles  of  luxury  and  manufacture  which 
had  given  spirit  to  trade^and  that  friendly 
intercourse  which  had   in  former  times 
subsisted,  was  broken  up.    Indeed,  he  had 
heard  it  as  a  iact^  that  several  inns  had 
actually  been  closed^  in  consequence  of 
the  absence  of  those  persons  who  had 
been  their  certain  customers,  but  who  now 
transacted  their  business  in  the  open  streets, 
and  then  returned  to  their  houses  to  the 
meagre  fare  of  bread  and  cheese.    These 
were  facts  which  could  not  be  disguised, 
and  which  be  trusted  would  operate  as  a 
convincing  reason  with    the    House   for 
passing  the  Bill  before  them.    He  would 
conclude  what  he  had  to  say  to  the  House, 
by  quoting  a  passage  of  an  address,  which 
in  1802  was  presented  from  prince  Talley- 
rand to  Buonaparte.    In  this  address  that 
prince,  who  was  known  to  be  a  man  of 
great  talents,  pointed  out  the  bece6cial 
consequences  which  would  result  to  France 
from  a  peace  with  Great  Britain,  "  Leave 
them  in  peace/'  said  prince  Talleyrand, 
"  and  their  ministers  will  be  distracted  by 
popular  clamour,  wbipb  will  always  oe 
exerted   and    encouraged    by  designing 
men/' — **  Leave  them  in  peace,''  again 
said  he,   *'  and  they  will  never  think  of 
striking  out  schemes  for  the  increase  of 
their  population.    Instead  of  manufactur- 
ing for  their  own  benefit,  they  will  manu- 
facture for  the  use  of  others."     ''  Leave 
them  in  peace,"  lastly  said  be,  and  it  was 
unfortunate  that  his  words  had  been  so 
prophetic,  **  and  their  nobility  and  gentry 
will  come  to  France,  and  in  squandering 
their  money  and  great  riches  among  us, 
augment  our    national    resources,   while 
they  enslave  their  own  country."     This 
was  the  address  of  a  sensible  man,  who 
seemed  to  have  taken  a  very  close  view. of 
the  English  character ;  but  he  trusted  the 
government  of  this  country  would  not  per- 
mit such  observations  tp  be  verified  by 
iacu*    He  entreated  the  House  to  aiford 


Com  BiU*  [IWk 

the  same  protection  to  the  lamer  whick 
they  did  to  the  manufacturer,  and  thereby 
ensure  the  prosperity  of  both.  By  this 
means  the  population  would  be  increased^ 
the  stability  of  the  country  secured,  and 
the  probability  of  enslavement  by  France 
rendered  chimerical. 

Mr.  Presion  agreed  with  those  ivbo 
thought  it  was  a  great  evil  that  oar  abaen* 
tees  should  spend  so  much  English  mone  j 
in  foreign  countries ;  but  he  could  see  do 
very  great  difference  between  spending  it 
personally  in  France,  and  sending  it  over 
there,  to  purchase  what  our  own  country 
was  capable  of  supplying.  As  to  the 
proposition  of  substituting  72  shillings  in 
the  place  of  80,  it  would  be  to  do  away 
the  entire  effect  of  the  measure^  and  all 
the  good  that  was  expected  from  it.  The 
difference  between  72  shillings  and  80 
would  amount  on  an  acre,  producing  five 
quarters,  to  no  less  than  forty  shillings,  or» 
in  other  words,  to  the  whole  rent.  Wbea 
the  reduction  of  the  price  of  agricultural 
labour  was  spoken  of,  he  would  ask,  would 
it  be  right  to  take  25  per  cent,  off  the 
price  of  their  labour,  and  make  their 
misery  much  greater  than  it  now  was  ?  Il 
was  true  that  land,  in  a  very  high  state  of 
cultivation,  such  as  Mr.  Mant's  farm  was, 
and  which  was  also  tithe-free,  might  be 
sufficiently  protected  by  the  price  of  72il 
Land  that  produced  40  or  50  busbela  of 
corn  on  the  acre  could  afford  to  pay  large 
rents,  and  the  corn  might  be  sold  cheap. 
The  average  of  the  land  of  England,  bow- 
ever,  was  not  of  that  quality,  and  the 
expenses-^n  a  poorer  soil  were  greater 
than  those  on  land  of  high  cultivation. 
He  thought,  that  when  it  was  considered 
bow  much  higher  the  price  of  labour  wai 
to  the  manufacturers  than  to  the  agrical* 
tural  labourers,  he  did  not  think  that  it 
would  be  too  great  a  sacrifice  to  demand 
of  them,  that  even  if  this  measure  should 
raise  their  expense  in  bread  a  farthing 
or  a  halfpenny  a  day,  they  should  submit 
to  it  in  order  that  the  agricultural  laboorers 
might  live. 

Mr.  Martyatt  could  not  avoid  adverting 
to  the  expression  of  an  hon.  gentleman 
^opposite  (Mr.  Thompson)  "  that  no  honest 
Yorkshireman,  even  though  living  in  a 
manufacturing  town,  would  wish  to  starve 
the  farmers."  He  believed,  however,  that 
the  people  of  Yorkshire,  as  well  as  other 
counties,  without  looking  over  the  hon.  gen* 
tieman's  books,  understood  pretty  wi^he 
connexion  that  there  was  between-  th^ar* 
mers  and  the  country  bankers.  He  thought 
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that  tbif  cooiideration  leisened  noch^ 
of  Ihe  weight  of  the  argomentt  which  the 
boD.  gentlemBQ  had  now  brought  forward. 
{Lood  cries  of  No»no!]  He  considered 
that  connexioo  to  be  a  link  of  the  question 
which  they  had  bee^  discussing  last  night, 
namely,  the  Bank  Restriction  Act.  As  to 
the  proposed  measure,  he  was  not  un- 
friendly to  the  principle  of  it,  as  he  thought 
some  protection  was  necessary  to  oui* 
agriculture ;  but  he  was  unfriendly  to  the 
pcice  which  had  been  fixed  by  the  com- 
mittee as  the  protecting  price.  In  oppos* 
ing  the  Bill,  ne  therefore  only  considered 
himself  to  be  acting  against  BOi.  as  the 
protecting  price. 

Mr.  Ftoiheroc  said,  that  he  did  not  feel 
Ihe  same  embarrassment  as  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  bad  last  spoken,  as  he  had 
been  uniformly  against  the  principle  of 
the  Bill.  Ha?ing  yesterday  presented 
petitions  against  the  Bill,  he  thought  it 
necessary  to  ob?iate  the  charge  of  incon- 
sistency  that  had  been  brought  against 
the  petitioners.  It  had  been  stated,  that 
they  sent  op  petitions  which  they  did  not 
attempt  to  support  by  evidence.  Some 
of  those  petitions  bad  last  year  been 
brought  up  on  the  very  last  day  of  the 
discussion;  and  as  the  committee  were 
only  instructed  to  inquire  into  so  much  of 
the  subject  as  related  to  the  importation 
of  foreign  corn  and  the  duties  payable  on 
it,  they  might  well  have  supposed  that 
they  had  no  business  to  go  before  it.  It 
must  be  recollected,  also,  that  the  prayer 
of  their  petition  was,  that  the  Bill  should 
not  pass  into  a  law.  When  a  motion  was 
afterwards  made  and  carried,  for  post- 
poning the  consideratidn  of  the  Bill  for 
six  months,  the  intention  of  that  motion 
was  not  merely  for  delay,  but  it  was  a 
parliamentary  way  of  throwing  out  the 
bill  altogether.  From  the  great  rejoicings 
that  took  place  on  the  success  of  that 
motion,  it  must  be  supposed  that  it  was 
the  general  opinion  of  the  country  that 
parliament  had  listened  ta  their  petitions, 
and  thrown  out  the  Bill.  They  were  not 
to  expect  that  it  would  have  been  brought 
in  again  this  year,  and  they  would  have 
acted  weakly  if  they  had  attended  the 
commiUee.  He  did  not  think  that  the 
bon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Thompson)  had 
stated  the  true  principles  of  trade,  in 
saying  that  ^e  ought  to  export  as  much 
and  import  as  Jiule,  as  we  could.  If  we 
imported  nothing,  how  were  the  merchanu 
to  be  paid  for  what  they  exported  ?  He 
considered^  if  the  price  of  8O11.  were  fixed. 


that  although  that  price  would  be  a  imM. 
mum  to  the  public,  it  would  be  by  no 
means  a  aMxtrnicm  to  the  farmer ;  for  all 
the  evidence  had  stated,  that  in  the  case 
of  a  bad  harvest,  no  quantity  of  importa- 
tion  that  could  be  reckoned  on,  would 
prevent  com  being  raised  to  a  very  high 
price. 

Mr.  Whartm  supported  the  Bill,  and 
complained  of  the  imputation  thrown  on 
the  conduct  of  an  hon.  member  by  another, 
who  had  spoken  of  the  connexion  between 
the  country  banks  and  the  price  of  com. 
Those  who  knew  that  hon.  gentleman, 
knew  him  incapable  of  acting  from  such 
base  motives  as  had  been  ascribed  to  him. 

Mr.  M^rryaii  said,  what  had  fallen  from 
him  had  been  misconstrued.  He  bad 
meant  to  cast  no  imputation  on  any  one« 
He  had  only  referred  to  the  influence 
which  a  paper  currency  had  on  the  price 
of  corn. 

Mr.  Lockkari  began  by  observing,  that 
there  was  a  mode  of  public  argument, 
which  should  be  avoided  in  speaking  on 
subjects  of  great  public  interest,  inasmuch 
as  our  vital  interests  depended  on  the 
existence  of  the  constitution  and  the  go* 
vernment.  If  from  day  to  day  false 
statements  and  false  arguments  were  ad- 
vanced even  in  that  House,  how  was  it 
poMible  that  a  great  degree  of  irritation 
should  not  exist  in  the  public  mind  ?  How 
could  men  who  did  not  understand  the 
subject,  hear  withqut  feeling  considerable 
irritation,  that  the  efi*ect  of  this  measure 
would  be  to  deprive  them  of  their  bread  } 
How  was  it  possible  there  should  not  be 
irritation,  when  it  was  confidently  stated^ 
not  only  by  a  chief  magistrate,  bat  by 
member^  in  that  House,  that  the  effect  of 
com  being  8O1.  a  quarter,  would  be  to 
raise  the  price  of  bread  to  fif^en  or  six- 
teen pence.  Every  peasant  in  the  country 
knew  that  it  could  not  have  that  effect. 
They  all  recollected,  that  when  the  bread 
was  fifteen  or  sixteen  pence,  the  price  of 
com'  was  considerably  higher  tnin  HOr. 
Indeed,  there  was  something  about  the 
assise  of  bread  in  JiOndon,  wbjch  made  it 
much  dearer  there  than  it  was  in  the 
country.  .Even  50  miles  from  town,  the 
quartern  loaf  was  usually  two-penco 
cheaper  than  in  London,  and  many  coun- 
try bakers  made  a  trade  of  sending  bread 
to  town.  He  should  have  supposed,  that 
the  gentlemen  who  opnosed  the  present 
measure  m^at  have  read  the  pamphlet  of 
a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Rose][,  which 
had    boaa  fory    generally    distribnicd 
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throughout  the  country.    Now  the  calcu- 
lation made  by  that  right  bon.  gentleman 
ivas,  that  when  corn  was  at  90f.  a  quarter, 
the  loaf  would  be,  not  at  I5d,  or  }6d,,  but 
at  IS^d.    The  bon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Pro- 
iheroe)   had  stated,  that  the  petitioners 
were  not  aware  that  it  was  necessary  or 
proper  for  them  to  bring  evidence  before 
the  committee  who  were  sitting  on  this 
subject.    What!    when  they  had  in  the 
£on.  gentleman  an  advocate  of  such  saga- 
city, and  so  desirous  of  obtaining  their  good- 
will, how  came  it  that  he  did  not  inform 
them  their  petitions  were  referred  to  the 
committee,  and  that  it  would  be  advisable 
to  support  them  by  evidence  ?  There  were 
some  gentlemen  who  wished  to  delay  the 
consideration  of  this  subject  for  another 
year ;  but  what  object  could  that  answer, 
except  to  run  again  the  same  course  of 
jrain  to  our  agricultural  interests?    He  had 
beard  about  leases  being  taken  by  persons 
intoxicated    at   ale«houses,    at  enormous 
reotf.    He  knew  of  no  such  proceedings, 
and  was  sure  that  no  landlord  of  probity, 
or  honour,  or  common  sense,  could  resort 
to  such  a  means  of  getting  a  lease  signed, 
which  would  be  as  void  in  law,  as  contrary 
to  every  moral  principle.     He  was  not  in 
that  House  the  advocate  of  any  particular 
class  of  people,  but  spoke  what  he  thought 
for  the  common  good  of  all.    If  he  were 
to  be  the  advocate  of  any  particular  class, 
it  should  be  of  the  labouring  class.    The 
Jabourers    who  followed  the  plough,  or 
guided   the  horses,  were  in  his  view  as 
deserving  of  the  protection  of  parliament 
as  any  other  class.     As  to  that  great  mass 
of  national  property  which  was  in  the 
hands  of  the   stockholders,  although   he 
had-  beard  that  their  interests  were  op- 
posed to  this  measure,  and  that  they  should 
petition  against  it,  he  was  convinced  that 
there  was  no  one  who  possessed  stock  that 
would  put  his  name  to  such  a  petition. 
Any  little  advantage  that  they  might  gain 
in  the  price  of  the  quartern  loa^  would 
be   nothing   in  comparison   to  the  great 
diminution  in  the  security  of  their  capital. 
Agriculture  must  be  considered  the  great 
mairix  of  all  other  produce ;    and  it  was 
impossible  that  agriculture  could  be  much 
depressed,  without  carrying  with  it  into 
the  like  depression,  all  the  sources  of  our 
prosperity.     He  thought  that  the  labour- 
ing classes  were  much  excited  at  the  pre* 
sent  moment  by  orators,  and  by  men  endea* 
▼ouring  to  gain  popularity,  who  laboured 
much  more  to  ^ain  popular  applause  than 
to  do  any  serious  good  to  the  country. 
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He  conceired  that  the  price  of  agricul- 
tural labour  had  been  unhappily  reduced 
below  what  it  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  Elliot  said,  that  when  a  measure  of 
a  similar  nature  was  proposed  towards  the 
close  of  the  last  session,  he  was  amongst 
those  who  Iiad  voted  against  it ;  not  be- 
cause be  bad   been  by  any  means  under 
a  clear  impression  that  some  regulation 
might  not  ultimately  prove  to  be  neces* 
sary,  but  because   he   had  thought  the 
moment  very  ill  selected  for  such  a  dis- 
cussion, and  because  there  was  then  before 
the  House  a  singular  paucity  of  informa- 
tion on  a  subject,  which  appeared  to  him 
to  be  amongst  the  most  difficult,  in  some 
of  its  details  the  most  intricate,  and,  in  the 
present  situation  of  the  country,  certainly 
the  most  critical  to  its  interests,  of  znr 
that  could  l)e  offered  to  the  consideration 
of  parliament     The  progress  of  his  opi- 
nions on  the  question  had,  he  acknow- 
ledged, been  very  slow  :    there  was  per- 
haps no  man  in  that  House,  who  was  in 
the  whole  turn  and  habit  of  his  mind  more 
adverse  to  what  is  commonly  called  poli- 
tical regulation  than  he  was,  especially 
too  on  matters  in  anyway  afiecting  public 
subsistence. '    This  reluctance    also  was 
not  diminished  by  the  opposition  the  mea- 
sure experienced  from  some  of  his  friends, 
for  whose  sentiments  upon  all  subjects  he 
felt  the  highest  esteem  and   veneration, 
and  amongst  others  from    his   hon.   and 
learned  friend  (Mr.  Horner),  whose  mind 
was,  as  the  House  had  recently  an  oppor- 
tunity of  observing,  deeply  stored  with 
information  on  all  matters  connected  with 
political  economy,  and  whose  judgment 
on  this  question  he  knew,  from  the  private 
intercourse  it  was  his  happiness  to  have 
with  him,  to    be  founded   on   the  most 
candid  and  impartial  grounds.     Notwith- 
standing, however,  all  these  weighty  con- 
siderations, after  the  most  mature  and  un- 
prejudiced   deliberation    which    he  was 
capable  of  giving  to  the  evidence  now  on 
the  table,  as  well  at  to  whatever  informa- 
tion he  had  been  able  to  gather  for  him- 
self, he*was  compelled  to  say  that,  in  the 
view  which  he  took  of  the  policy  of  the 
question,  it  did  appear  to  him  that  some 
regulation  would  be  imperatively  requisite. 
Under    these  circumstances,  though  his 
sentiments  on  any  matter  could  be  of  little 
importance  to  the  House,  and  though  he 
was  conscious  they  were  of  peculiarly 
little  value  upon  this  subject,  he  trusted 
he  should  be  permitted,  from  motives  of 
deference  and  respect  to  those  fromwkom 
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be  had  the  misfortune  to  differ,  very  shortly 
toassign  the  reasons  which  bad  broughthim 
to  the  conclusion  at  which  he  had  arrived. 
With  regard  to  general  principles,  to 
ivhich  so  much  allusion  had  been  made  on 
m  former  night,  he  presumed  that  no  man 
in  these  days  could  doubt  of  the  benefit 
which  resulted,  in  all  matters  of  trade, 
from  a  perfect  exemption  from  restraint, 
ao  far  as  it  might  be  safely  attainable.  He 
was  sore  his  honourable  and  learned  friend 
(Mr.  Horner)  would  not  attribute  to  him 
any  desire  of  depreciating  general  prin- 
ciples. The  man  who  rejected  general 
principles,  seemed  to  him  to  discard  from 
bis  consideration  the  elements  of  science. 
But  his  learned  friend  would,  he  was  per- 
suaded, admit  that  general  principles 
were  to  be  used  with  some  caution  and 
reserve.  If,  in  their  application  to  an  arti- 
ficial system,  like  our  own,  we  were  to  take 
them  without  a  due  reference  to  our  actual 
condition ;  if  they  were  not  to  be  in  some 
degree  modified  and  regulated  by  the 
circumstances  with  which  they  might 
happen  to  be  combined,  instead  of  beiog 
our  sure  guide  and  lights  they  might  lead 
us  into  very  extravagant  and  calamitous 
errors.  The  question,  therefore,  was  not 
about  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  these 
general  principles;  it  was  about  their 
application.  .The  problem  offered  for  the 
solution  of  the  House  was.  Whether  we 
could  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
country  safely  abandon  the  system  which 
for  the  most  part  we  had  pursued,  and 
cease  to  encourage  our  main  branch  of 
our  commercial  institutions,  many  of  the 
other  branches  of  our  industry  being  in 
possession  of  various  and  multiplied  arti- 
ficial advantages,  and  it  being  admitted 
(for  he  had  not  heard  it  disputed)  that 
agriculture,  the  trade  of  com,  was  as  sensi- 
ble to  that  sort  of  stimulus  as  any  other 
description  of  traffic.  His  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Ponsonby)had  well  staled,  that 
we  had  a  very  imperfect  discretion  over 
the  kind  of  freedom  of  trade,  which  was 
the  subject  of  discussion.  It  was  very 
different  from  the  freedom  of  inland  trade : 
inland  trade  was  the  creature  of  the 
atate ;  the  legislature  could  both  give  it 
freedom  and  could  secure  its  permanence, 
but  the  duration  of  foreign  commerce  was 
at  the  volition  of  another  party ;  this  other 
parly  might  terminate  it  at  the  moment 
of  its  on^n  convenience,  and  that  conjunc- 
ture might  be,  and  indeed  was  not  unlikely 
to  be,  very  inconvenient  to  ourselves. 
Thus  France  would  dose  ber  porta  when 
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wheat  should  arrive  at  the  price  of  49j. 
per  quarter;  she  then  would  be  appre* 
hensive  of  scarcity,  and  woUld  leave  other 
nations  to  provide  for  their  own  supply. 
Thus  if  we  sacrificed  our  agriculture,  it 
seemed  to  him  that  we  were  committing 
the  supply  of  a  considerable  portion  of  our 
population  with  an  article  of  prime  neces* 
sity,  to  the  fluctuations  not  only  of  seasons 
(from  the  influence  of  which  we  could  not 
preserve  it),  but  to  the  fluctuation  of  the 
exigencies,  the  interest,  the  ambition,  or 
the  passions  of  perhaps  rival  and  contend- 
ing powers. 

In  the  consideration  of  the  subject  there 
seemed  to  be  two  material  questions ;  first. 
Whether  the  agriculture  of  the  kingdom^ 
by  a  reasonable  application  of  capital, 
could  be  very  greatly  increased  ?  Upoa 
this  point  he  should  not  have  dwelt  for  a 
moment,  if  some  doubtliad  not  been  cast 
on  it  by  his  two  hon.  friends  (Mr.  Baring 
and  Mr.  Smith) ;  they  alleged  that  there 
had  been  much  wasteful  application  of 
capital  to  land  ;  that  there  were  many 
examples  of  such  improvident  enterprises, 
he  did  not  doubt;  indeed,  some  such  had 
fallen  within  his  own  personal  knowledge: 
but  he  would  ask,  in  what  branch  of  the 
most  prosperous  and  successful  comooerce 
there  was  not  much  fallacious  speculation? 
The  testimony  of  persons  on  matters  where 
their  own  interests  were  so  essentially  con- 
cerned was,  he  admitted,  to  be  taken  with 
due  qualification.  He  must,  however, 
reject  the  whole  substance,  scope,  and 
tenour  of  the  evidence  on  the  table,  if  he 
did  not  believe  that  this  island  might  be 
made  to  yield  a  very  large  augmentation 
of  agricultural  produce  without  any  extra- 
vagant  direction  of  capital  to  that  object* 
With  regard  to  Ireland,  no  man  who  had 
ever  read  of  it,  no  one  who  had  ever  heard 
of  it,  certainly  no  one  who  had  ever  seen 
it,  could  doubt  of  its  aflbrdlAg  an  almost 
inexhaustible  field  for  cultivation,  or  of  its 
becoming,  by  due  means  of  improvement, 
a  most  fruitful  and  abundant  granary  for 
the  British  empire.  If  his  hon.  friends 
meant  to  allege,  that  the  capital  of  the 
country  could  be  turned  into  more  pro- 
fitable channels,  he  should  reply  that,  in 
the  combination  of  circumstances  which 
composed  the  power  of  the  state,  wealth 
was  onl}'  one  ingredient,  and  that  it  ought 
not  to  have  more  than  its  proper  place  in 
our  consideration.  Upon  the  whole,  there- 
fore, he  had  the  most  entire  conviction  that 
this  preliminary  question  was  to  be  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 
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The  second  qoestion  was,  whether,  if 
we  were  to  adopt  the  system  of  free  im- 
portation, or  of  importation  at  the  present 
low  rate  of  duty,  the  continental  powers 
might  not  poor  grain  into  oar  markets  in 
sach  qaantities,  or  in  such  a  manner,  as 
to  obtain  a  dectsiTe  superiority  over  the 
kome  grower  ?  Now,  considering  the  ad- 
Tantages  which  many  foreign  nations  pos- 
sessed in  point  of  soil  and  climate,  in 
cheapness  of  labour,  and  in  comparative 
lightness  of  taxation,'he  thought  this  ques* 
tion  also  must  be  answered  in  the  affirma- 
tive.    This  position  might  indeed  be  said 
to  be  allowed  by  the  amendment  that  had 
been    moved   by   his   hon.    friend   (Mr. 
Baring),  which  admitted  that,  at  least  for 
a  term  of  years,  the  agriculture,  of  the 
united  kingdom  was  likely  to  be  embar* 
rassed  by  the  competition  of  foreign  corn, 
that  it  would  be  expedient  to  afford  it 
artiBcial  encouragement,  and  that  this  en- 
couragement should  be  given  in  the  mode 
of  a   prohibitory  doty.      His   hon.  and 
learned  friend  (Mn  Horner)  could  have 
only  voted  for  the  amendment  because  he 
considered  it  as  a  lesser  evil  than  the  mea- 
sure proposed ;  for  he  held  that,  even  if 
the  agriculture  should  decline,  it  must  be 
left  to  fincT  its  own  level.     His  learned 
friend  did  not  depreciate  the  agriculture 
of  the  kingdom,  he  valued  it  as  an  impor- 
tant part  of  the  national  prosperity;  but 
his  doctrine  was,  that  it  was  not,  under 
any  circumstances,  a  fit  matter  for  legis- 
lative regulation,  unless  indeed  it  could  be 
proved  that  there  was  a  risk  of  a  deficiency 
of  supply.      This  hazard,  however,  his 
learned  friend  looked  upon  as  trivial.     He 
alleged,  that  if  we  could  not  get  corn 
from  one  country,  we  should  be  able  to 
procure  it  from  another,  and  therefore  re- 
garded any  danger  of   this  sort  as   so 
tisionary  as  not  to  be  put  into  'competition 
with  the  advantages  which  he  represented 
as  the  likely  result  of  a  perfect  freedom  of 
importation.     These  advantages  were,  a 
general  cheapness,  a  salutary  reform  of 
the  artificial  part  of  our  system,  and  a 
great  increase  of  our  manufactures  and 
our  foreign  trade.    Though  he  did  not 
mean  to  dwell  on  those  details,  he  could 
not  help  observing,  that  these  benefits  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  somewhat  problema- 
tical, both  with  regard  to  their  attainment, 
and   to   their  amount,  if  attained.    The 
cheapness,  to  be  efficacious,  must  be  consi- 
derable and  unfluctuating,   and  this  he 
thought  very  doubtful.    It  was  to  be  ac- 
complished by  the  reduction  of  the  price 
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of  grain,  which  was  to  diminish  the  price 
of  labour.  He  was  far  from  denying  the 
influence  <of  the  price  of  corn  on  that  of 
labour ;  but  it  must  be  admitted,  that  the 
degree  of  this  influence  might  be  very 
much  varied  by  circumstances,  lik  Ire* 
land,  for  example,  it  would  have  rtry 
little  effect,  because  corn  was  not  the 
general  subsistence  of  the  country.  la 
countries  where  subsistence  formed  the 
principal  part  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
labourer,  the  effect  would  of  course  be 
much  more  considerable.  In  England 
much  of  the  expense  of  the  labourer  con* 
sisted  in  articles  of  luxury,  which,  how* 
ever,  were  become  essential  to  his  com- 
fort, and  were  therefore  to  be  reckoned 
among  the  necessaries  of  life.  Now  the 
operation  of  the  price  of  corn  must  be 
cniefly  confined  to  that  part  of  the  price 
of  labour  which  belpnged  to  subsistence. 
It  might,  to  be  sure,  affect  in  a  slight  de- 
gree some  other  articles,  but  several  it 
could  not  affect  at  all,  and  in  these  arti- 
cles, he  apprehended,  consisted  the  great 
di&efence  between  the  prices  of  this  and 
of  other  countries.  It  was  in  vain  to  dis- 
guise, that  the  real  source  of  the  dearness 
of  England  was  the  weight  of  its  taxa- 
tion— a  heavy  burthen,  but  a  bnrtheo 
which,  as  he  bad  always  thought,  was 
wisely,  nobly,  and  necessarily  mcorred 
by  the  country  for  the  preservation  of  the 
land  and  of  the  manufactures,  and  for  the 
conservation  of  every  interest  that  was 
most  dear  and  valuable  in  society.  Nor 
could  we  look  to  its  speedy  reduction  ;  it 
could  only  be  diminished  by  that,  which 
he  earnestly  prayed  might  happen,  a  long 
and  profound  repose,  and  a  steady  unre- 
laxing  adherence  to  a  system  of  rigid  re- 
trenchment and  economy. 

With  respect  to  the  correction  of  the 
artificial  vices  of  bbr  system,  no  man 
wished  more  to  see  such  a  reform,  than 
himself,  so  far  as  it  could  be  effected  with- 
out hazard  to  the  interests  of  the  country ; 
but  he  must  deprecate  the  immediate  ap- 
plication of  general  principles  to  our  in* 
ternal  supply  of  subsistence,  which  he 
considered  as  the  shield  of  our  commerce 
and  manufactures  against  the  envy  and 
jealousy  of  the  world.  His  hon.  and  learned 
friend  (Mr.  Horner)  had  laid  much  stress 
upon  the  present  friendship  of  France,  and 
had  called  upon  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  declare,  whether  there  was 
any  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  that 
quarter.  This  was  an  argumenium  ad  hO' 
rnmcm,  rather  than  an  argmnmium  ad  rtm* 
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He  would  tftk  bis  learned  frieod,  whether 
he  thought  it  contrary  to  all  probability, 
lhat»  ia  the  course  of  a  few  years,  France 
might  revive  her  ancient  jealtfiisy  of  the 
commercial^reatneM  of  this  country )  But 
il  was  not  France  only  which  was  to  be 
feared*  it  was  well  known  that  America 
and  most  of  the  mariiime  powers  of  Eu- 
rope had  always  more  or  less  looked 
askance  at  the  naval  and  commercial  pro- 
sperity of  Great  Britain.  This  was  a  dan* 
ger  which  no  statesman  could  put  out  of 
is  contemplation,  because  it  arose  oat  of 
the  peculiar  construction  of  our  power. 
He  heartily  wished  that  all  such  rivalships 
and  animosities  might  be  for  ever  extin- 
guished ;  hut  that  man  must  have  nerves 
of  iron,  who  could  commit  the  subsistence 
of  the  country  to  such  a  chance. 

The  righi  hon.  gentleman  then  pro- 
ceeded to  shew  the  change,  which  he  con- 
ceived any  system  that  should  essentially 
check  the  progress  ef  our  agriculture, 
must  produce  in  the  distribution  of  the 
population,  in  its  condition,  and  in  the 
nattare,  as  well  as  in  ihe  degree,  of  the 
power  of  the  country.  No  man  could 
hold  the  importance  of  our  manufactures 
in  higher  estimation  than  he  did :  they 
constitoted  a  most  essential  part  of  the 
strength  and  greatness  of  the  slate ;  they 
were  a  powerful  aid  to  the  agriculture  of 
the  country  :  but  they  contributed  not 
only  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  they 
feriilised  and  enriched  the  human  mind ; 
they  added  largely  to  the  stock  of  human 
knowledge ;  ttiey  diffused  science ;  they 
in  all  ways  embellished  and  refined  so- 
ciety ;  they  in  every  mode  conduced  to 
the  moral,  social,  and  physical  happineu 
of  men,  and  perhaps  in  the  last-mentioned 
respects  they  conferred  even  greater  bene* 
fits  on  other  classes  of  the  community, 
than  on  that  portion  of  the  population 
which  was  employed  in  their  own  parti- 
cular paths  of  industry  :  but  the  baisis  of 
this  structure  was  the  land  ;  we  flourished 
much  through  our  i^ommerce  and  our  ma- 
nufactures, iMt  we  nourished  also  because 
we  had  hitherto  been  a  great  agricultural 
nation. 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  contended, 
(hat  in  the  discussion  of  this  question,  we 
were  never  for  one  moment  to  forget  that 
we  were  a  great  substantive  power  in 
Europe,  having  a  prevalent  weight  (which 
he  trusted  we  should  ever  use  for  our  own 
lionoor  and  the  benefit  of  surrounding 
Batioos)  in  the  grand  balance  of  the  po- 
litical world ;  and  we  were  not  to  disguise 
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from  ourselves,  that  we  attracted  the  envy 
which  was  inseparable  from  the  eminence 
of  our  station.  We  were  not  like  Holland, 
and  the  other  countries  to  which  we  had 
been  compared;  nature  had  prohibited 
those  states  from  raising  their  own  stock 
of  subsistence;  they  might  advantageously 
and  safely  depend  on  other  nations  for 
supply.  If  ihey  were  assailed  on  one  side» 
they  were  sure  of  finding  protection  on 
another ;  but  this  country  was,  from  the 
very  construction  of  its  power,  peculiarly 
exposed  to  confederate  jealousy  and  hos* 
tility,  and  on  no  account  more  than  for  its 
commercial  and  maritime  prosperity. 

One  of  the  chief  benefiu  which  the  ad- 
vocates for  the  free  importation  of  corn 
held  out  as  an  inducement  to  the  adoption 
of  their  system,  was  cheapness.  His  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Whitbread)  had  stated  that 
subsistence  and  population  went  together* 
If  this  position  were  true  (and  he  believed 
nothing  in  political  economy  was  better 
established),  our  population  would  go  on 
greatly  increasing,  and  we  should  be  al* 
tering  its  distribution,  not  upon  |;ener^l 
principles,  not  by  leaving  things  to  find 
their  natural  level,  but,  ariificiaiiy,  by 
ceasing  to  encourage  agriculture  and 
leaving  the  other  branches  of  our  industry 
in  possession  of  all  their  advantages,  and 
thds  inviting  capital  from  the  land  to 
manufactures.  We  should  be  forcing  our 
population  into  a  shape,  which  (though 
most  salutary  in  its  due  proportion)  most 
be  acknowledged  to  be  liable  to  great 
fluctuations  of  fortune,  which  was  depen* 
dent  in  some  of  its  branches  on  the  ca« 
prices  of  taste  and  fashion,  and  which  was 
always  peculiarly  sensible  to  deficiencies 
of  subsistence.  If  under  such  circum* 
stances  we  should  be  placed  (a  situation 
by  no  means  without  example)  in  alterca- 
tion  with  the  maritime  nations  of  the 
world,  upon  matters  relating  to  our  mari* 
time  and  commercial  interests;  and  if  w# 
should  feel  that,  besides  impeding  the 
egress  of  our  manufactures,  they  could 
turn  upon  us  the  discontents  and  other 
evils  incident  to  scarcity,  what  would  be 
our  power  in  such  a  negociationi  He 
wished  those  gentlemen  who  represented 
the  commercial  and  manufacturing  inte- 
rests in  that  House,  or  any  others  who 
were  most  peculiarly  concerned  in  those 
honourable  and  meritorious  branches  of 
the  public  prosperity,  to  consider  how 
their  interests'  would  be  likely  to  come 
out  of  a  negociaiion  conducted  under 
such   fearful   embarrassments}'     Would 
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England  be  what  England  had  hitherto 
been :  He  must  maintain  thatj  under  such 
a  dependence  on  foreign  nations  for  our 
subsistence,,  the  solid  fabric  of  our  power 
would  be*  shaken  to  its  very  foundation. 
It  ha^  been  said  that  this  danger  was 
visionary  and  speculative,  that  we  had 
experienced  formidable  confederacies,  bat 
were  always  able  to  procure  supplies  of 
grain.  It  was  true  that  we  had  been  the 
object  of  such  hostile  combinations,  but 
it  was  to  be  recollected  that  we  had  met 
th^m  with  an  improved  'and  largely  in- 
creasing»  and  not  a  decayed  and  languish* 
ing  agriculture.  There  was  a  wide  difFe- 
rence  between  the  condition  of  a  country 
which  was  approaching  to  the  point  of  its 
own  supply,  and  that  of  one  which  was 
receding  from  it.  In  some  of  the  yean 
of  deficiency  in  the  present  century,  in 
1812,  fnr  instance,  the  balance  of  impor* 
tation  had  been  very  small;  and  if  in  that 
year  we  had  been  at  a  great  distance 
from  the  point  of  our  own  supplyf  instead 
of  being  as  near  it  as  we  were,  we  should 
have  had  to  have*endured  a  dearness  ap- 
proaching  to  scarcity. 

But  when  gentlemen  talked  of  specu- 
lation, he  wished  the  House '  to  examine 
whether  there  was  not  some  speculation 
on  the  side  of  the  advocates  of  free  im- 
portation. In  the  first  place>  he  must 
repeat,  he  thought  the  great  cheapness, 
which  was  promised,  very  problematical, 
and  next  he  considered  the  expected  ad- 
vance of  the  manufactures  as  very  du- 
bious. Before  the  manufactures  could 
add  one  particle  of  ^wealth  to  the  country, 
they  would  have  heavy  losses  to  repair. 
They  would  have  to  make  good  the  loss 
sustained  in  agricultural-  produce,  and 
they  would  have  to  supply  the  diminution 
in  the  consumption  of  this  island  as  well 
as  in  that  of  Ireland.  Their  progress, 
too,  must  be  in  some  degree  impeded  by 
the  distress  of  the  landed  property,  which. 
Including  the  various  interests  imme- 
diately connected  with  it,  comprised  no 
small  portion  of  the  national  wealth. 
Such  a  system  could  not  be  adopted  with- 
out much  public  misfortune.  The  reduc- 
tion of  the  gentry  of  the  country,  would 
be  a  great  public  misfortune— a  heavy 
calamity  te  the  people.  It  was  not  true 
that  the  landed  proprietors  had  beei| 
rolling  in  wealth^-they  had  suffered  their 
portion  of  privation.  He  begged  to  be 
understood  as  intending  no  invidious  con- 
trasts* To  the  immortal  honour  and  re- 
nown of  the  country^  there  wm  aot  one 
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class  or  description  of  personi  in  the  com- 
munity from  the  highest  to  the  lowest 
which  had  not  gloriously  sustained  iu 
station,  and  had  not  evinced  its  due  share 
of  that  patient  and  illostrioos  fortitude 
which  had  carried  us  through  the  painful 
and  protracted  struggle  from  which  we 
had  been  just  delivered.  He  meant  no 
more  than  that  the  landed  interest  had 
borne  its  share.  The  impoverishment  of 
the  tenantry  of  the  country  was,  in  his 
contemplation,  to  be  reckoned  as  a  great 
public  misfortune.  The  diminution  of  the 
inland  trade  was  a  great  public  misfortune. 
The  state  of  the  peasantry  would  be  a 
heavy  public  calamity.  What  was  to 
become  of  that  valuable  part  of  the  com- 
munity ?  All  writers  on  political  economy 
admitted,  that  nothing  was  mofe  difiicuit 
than  the  change  of  men  from  one  employ- 
ment to  another.  The  agricultural  la- 
bourers would  not  be  instantly  absorbed 
by  the  manufactures;  a  man  was  not 
easily  transferred  from  the  plough  to  the 
loom.  The  peasant  was  not  readily  con- 
verted into  an  expert  and  skilful  manu- 
facturer. There  would  be  then  an  in- 
terval, in  which  this  most  moral  (as  it 
bad  been  justly  described  to  be)  part  of 
the  community  was  to  be  consigned  to 
indigence  and  idleness. 

Thus,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  we  could 
not  at  present,  at  leasts  depart  from  the 
system  of  policy  we  had  hitherto  pur- 
suedf  without  brmgin^  on  the  state  much 
public  calamity,  and  imposing  great  and 
unmixed  luflTering  on  a  considerable  part 
of  that  portion  of  our  population  which 
was  now  employed  in  raising  the  national 
subsistence.  He  nevertheless  must  re- 
peat, that  the  subject  was  full  of  difficul- 
ties; and  it  was  not  unnatural  that  those, 
who  most  agreed  on  other  topics,  should 
differ  in  their  sentiments  on  this*  For 
his  own  part,  after  the  most  onatiire  and 
dispassionate  consideration,  it  was  his 
clear  conviction,  that  we  could  not  permit 
our  agriculture  to  decline  without  tearing 
up  the  most  rare  and  stable  anchor  of  the 
power  and  independence  of  the  country. 

Sir  Jam€9  Shaw  wished  to  repel,  in  the 
strongest  manner,  the  charge  made  against 
his  constituents  and  himself,  of  encoorag- 
ing  and  exciting  popular  clamour  and  dis- 
afiectioo.  The  whole  tenour  of  bis  life 
disproved  this  accusation.  It  bad  been 
said,  that  he  had  been  guiltjr  of  misrepre- 
sentation in  stating  that  if  the  present 
measure  were  allowed  to  pass,  the  loaf 
would  rise  Iq  X§d.    He  held  in  his  band 
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th«  table  from  which  the  auize  of  breed 
wet  regulated  id  the  metropolis.  Lookiog 
at  the  nearest  average  price  in  Londooi 
he  found  it  was  95«.  when  it  was  SOt.  in 
the  marikime  districts,  to  this  lid.  was  to 
be  added  for  salti  making  on  the  whole 
about  OOf.  which  gave  the  loaf  at  IS^d. ; 
an  allowance  of  half  an  assise,  or  another 
farthing  had  been  since  granted  to  the 
bakers,  so  that  the  loaf  would  be  I5{d, 
To  point  out  the  little  confidence  which 
was  to  be  placed  on  the  opinion  of  com* 
mittees,  he  alluded  to  that  which  sat  on 
the  com  laws  two  years  ago,  and  which 
recommended  a  protecting  price  of  l55s, 
as  absolutely  necessary  to  save  the  farmers 
from  ruin,  whilst  now  they  had  comedown 
to  80t.  and  declared  the  latter  sum  per- 
fectly adequate  to  the  necessity  of  the 
case. 

Mr.  SobkuoH,  afker  passing  a  warm  eu« 
logiom  on  Mr.  Elliot's  speech,  adverted  to 
the  arguments  of  the  hon.  alderman  who 
apoke  last.  From  all  he  had  said  at  dif- 
ferent times,  he  collected  his  opinion  to 
be,  that  whenever  the  aggregate  average 
price  of  corn,  in  the  maritime  districu, 
ahould  be  80s.,  it  would  be  found,  that  the 
average  price  of  wheat,  to  make  floor  in 
London,  would  be  from  90s.  to  95s.  But 
those  facts  which  the  hon.  alderman  had 
stated,  were  no  facts,  and  his  inferences 
not  true.  By  looking  at  the  Gaaette,  which 
was  open  to  ail,  it  would  be  found,  that 
during  the  identical  years  which  he  had 
mentioned,  the  aggregate  average  of  the 
maritime  districu  was  higher  than  that  of 
London,  and  that  during  his  own  mayor- 
alty,  it  exceeded  that  of  the  metropolis 
by  St.  3d.  He  reproved  the  conduct  of 
those  who  had  presumed  to  say  that  the 
direct  object  of  the  measure  was  to  raise 
the  price  of  bread.  If  anv  one  should 
convince  him  that  it  would  have  that 
efiectf  he  would  abandon  it  instantly ;  but 
it  was  intended,  and  he  thought  calculated 
to  lower  the  price  of  corn,  and  to  reduce 
the  high  rents.  The  more  he  had  beard 
on  this  subject,  the  more  be  was  persuaded 
that  the  measure  was  right  in  its  principle 
and  in  its  details. 

Lord  A*  Hamili<m  asked,  if  the  Bill  in 
its  efl*ect  reduced  the  price  of  corn,  how  it 
could  have  so  beneficial  an  operation  in  up- 
holding the  agricultural  interest }  He  had 
given  the  minutest  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  the  result  of  bis  investigation  was,  that 
its  aim  and  object  was  to  keep  op  the  price 
of  grain ;  in  fact,  if  it  had  not  this  e£bct, 
lie  wu  at  a  loss  to  ascertain  what  could  be 
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the  cause  of  its  introduction.  The  noble 
lord  repeated  his  former  observations  upon 
this  subject,  and  pointed  out  the  close  con- 
nexion between  the  present  question,  and 
the  state  of  the  currency  of  the  country, 
and  the  artificial  financial  measures  which 
were  pursued  by  government.  He  ad** 
mitted  the  existence  of  agricultural  em« 
barrassments,  but  he  denied  the  possibi- 
lity of  their  removal  by  the  legislative 
protection  which  was  proposed.  In  fact, 
they  must  extend  it  to  other  articles  as 
well  as  corn,  before  they  could  reckon 
upon  its  consistent  application.  Above 
all,  he  condemned  the  Bill,  because  it 
made  its  appearance  at  the  onlv  period  in 
which  the  public  looked  to  a  lower  price 
of  food,  as  arising  out  of  the  return  of 
general  peace. 

Mr.  Pole  Cartw  said  a  few  words  in 
support  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  Baring  rose  amidst  a  cry  of  **  Qoes- 
tion,  question !"  hot  the  hon.  gentleman 
declared,  that  notwithstanding  the  anxiety 
manifested  to  come  to  a  decision,  he  felt 
it  his  doty  to  call  for  somewhat  more  of 
deliberation,  and  to  slate  his  seniimenta 
upon  this  important  subjecti  He  should 
not,  perhaps,' at  that  stage  of  the  discus- 
sion,  have  thought  it  necessary  to  trespass 
upon  the  attention  of  the  t^ouse,  if  it  were 
not  for  what  bad  fallen  from  tbe  proposer 
of  this  measure,  or  rather,  indeed,  if  it 
were  not  for  what  had  i|ot  fallen  from 
that  right  hon.  gentleman.  For  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  declined  to  state  that 
about  which,  indeed,  the  House  had  not 
beard  one  word  from  any  supporter  of 
this  measure,  namely,  upon  what  grOunda 
it  was  thought  necessary  to  agriculture,  to 
to  fix  the  import  price  at  80s.  The  House 
had  heard  much  with  regard  to  tbe  neces- 
sity of  protecting  the  landed  interest  and 
promoting  the  prosperity  of  agriculture, 
but  nothing  had  yet  been  stated  to  shew 
the  necessity  of  fixing  the  price  men- 
tioned in  tbe  Bill.  It  was  not  sufficient, 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  or  of  (be 
popular  feeling,  to  deal  in  vague  terms 
upon  this  important  subject.  It  ooght  to 
be  distinctly  explained  why  tbe  import 
price  of  SOs.  was  required  for  the  benefit 
of  the  landed  interest;  and  some  such  ex- 
planation was  naturally  to  be  looked  for 
from  the  right  hen.  gentleman,,  who  had 
not,  however,  said  one  word  about  it: 
but  tbe  right  hon.  gentleman,  instead  of 
explanation,  and  contrary  to  his  usual 
practice,  bad,  on  this  occasion,  made  up  in ' 
vehemence  for  the  want  of  argument^  and 
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after  some  trifling  criticism  upon  Ifae  state- 
ment of  an  hon,  alderman,  had  thooght 
proper  to'  assert,  that  the  object  of  the 
measure  before  the  House  was  to  reduce 
the  price  of  bread.  This  assertion  would 
not/ however,  serve  to  allay  the  popular 
complaints;  for  the  same  expedient  was 
tried  in  vain  upon  the-  gaping  multitvlde 
at  Maidstone,  by  lord  Darnley.  But  the 
subterfuge  was  too  coarse  to  have  any 
effect.  It  was,  indeed,  obviously  absurd ; 
for  if  the  purpose  and  tendency  of  this 
measure  were  not  to  -  raise  the^  price  of 
corn,  how  could  it  be  said  to  hold  out  the 
prospect  of  remuneration  to  the  farmer  ? 
Why,  he  would  ask,  should  gentleioen 
persevere  in  supporting  such  a  measure  if 
it  promised  no  benefit  to  the  farmer,  while 
It  was  so  alarming  to  the  manufacturer,' 
and  excflled  such  loud  and  general  cla- 
mour through  the  country  ?  The  evidence 
would  not  bear  the  supporters  of  the  mea- 
sure out  in  their  assertion,  that  the  price 
which  they  required  was  necessary.  The 
real  state  of  the  question  was,  that  owing 
to  the  prolongation  of  tbe  war  and  other 
circumstances,  the  agriculture  of  the 
country  was  in  a  state  of  distress,  from 
which  it  must  be  as  much  the  wish  as  it 
was  the  interest  of  every  class  of  the  com- 
munity that  it  should  be  relieved.  That 
relief  should  be,  however,  temporary;  and 
then,  by  a  gradual  diminution  of  the  price 
of  labour,  of  the  quantity  of  taxation,  and 
of  the  amount  of  rents,  the  farmer  would 
eventually  be  able  to  cultivate  his  land 
with  andvantage.  But  '  no,'  said  the 
supporters  of  the  measure,  *  we  will  not 
lower  our  rents;  we  will  support  our  rents 
as  they  are,  and  the  consumers  of  corn 
shall  pay  a  higher  price  for  it/  As  to  the 
argument  deduced  from  the  pecessity  of 
rendering"  ourselves  independent  on  any 
foreign  supply,  it  was  valueless.  •  lu  things 
of  a  more  critical  nature  even  than  corn- 
in  naval  stores— we  had  seen,  during  the 
late  war,  every  combination  of  effort  re- 
sorted to,  to  prevent  us  from  obtaining 
them  ;  but  wHhout  effect.  What  the 
legislature  had  now  to  determine  was, 
whether  or  not  the  proprietors  of  land 
should  make  any  concession  (he  did  not 
wish  for  a  considerable  one),  in  order  fo 
enable  the  farmers  to  proceed  advantage- 
ously with  their  tillage?  If  not — if  by 
artificial  means  it  was  attempted  to  sup- 
port the.  rents  as  they  stood,  the  conse- 
c^uences,  by  slow  degrees,  would  be  these: 
in  the  first  instance,  a  high  price  of  corn 
would  be  maintained-:    by  degrees  this 
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would  turn  out  of  the  cbontry  one  brancia 
of  industry  after  the  other ;  the  populakioia 
of  the  country  would  diminish,  by  the  emi- 
gration of  the  people  in  quest  of  cheap  food  ^ 
the  corn  grown  in  the  country  would  then 
certainly  be  adequate  to  its  consumption  ; 
ultimately  the  agriculturist  would  find  oot 
his  mistake,  and  corn  would  fall  to  a  state 
of  the  greatest  depression. 

The  ChanceUar  of  the  Exchequer  begged 
leave  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  stage  of  the  Bill  whidi  was  before 
them.  It  was  the  second  reading.  They 
had  not  then  to  determine  any  question  of 
price,  or  average,  or  duration,  or  any  other 
question  or  detail.  All  that  they  had  sit 
that  time  to  consider  was,  whether  or  not 
it  was  proper  to  adopt  any  measure  at  all 
on  the  subject;  and  he  presumed,  that 
however  great  might  be  the  variety  of 
opinions  on  particular  points,  all  most  ad- 
mit generally  that  some  alteration  of  the 
ezistiog  laws  was  indispensable. 

Mr.  Whubread  declared  that  he  bad 
listened  with  the  utmost  attention  to  all 
that  had  been  said  on  both  sides  of  the 
question,  and  that  the  rescl  twas  a  decided 
conviction  in  his  mind,  not  only  that  it 
would  be  improper  to  legislate  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  that  great  danger  might  be  the 
consequence  of  legislating  on  it.  He  gave 
credit  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site (Mr.  Robinson)  for  the  way  in  which 
he  had  repelled  some  improper  insinoationa 
thrown  on  the  motives  of  those  who  sop- 
ported  the  measure ;  but  he  was  surprised 
at  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  conclosion, 
which  was  in  direct  contradiction  to  all 
that  he  had  said  before  on  the  subject.  If 
he  understood  the  thing  at  all,  the  original 
proposition  was  not  that  rents  were  too 
high,  but  that  corn  was  too  low,  and  that 
it  ought  to  be  raised  to  such  a  price  as  to 
enable  the  farmer  to  cultivate  his  land 
with  advantage,  without  reducing  the 
landlord  to  the  necessity  of  lowering  his 
rents.  But  that  night  the  right  hon*  gen- 
tlemvi  had  turned  round,  and  had  said^ 
that  he  would  not  bare  brought  forward 
the  measure,  had  he  not  thooght  that  a  re- 
duction in  the  price  of  bread  would  be  the 
consequence,  attended  by  the  lowering  of  * 
rents  I  Let  the  landed  interest  consider 
this— let  the  financier  look  to  this— let  him 
look  to  what  must  follow,  the  reduction  of 
establishments,  the  reduction  of  assess- 
ments, the  reduction  of  the  occupation  of 
the  artisan,,^'and  a  long  train  of  attendant 
evils.  As  to  what  had  been  said  of  the 
.petitions  against  the  BiU|  in  his  opinio^' 
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tbote  petitions  deterved  notice  in  proper* 
lion  to  the  number  of  the  petitioners.  To 
*  those  who  contended,  that  the  people  were 
not  fit  judges  of  the  subject,  he  would 
replyt  that  they  were  much  more  compe* 
tent  judges  of  it  than  they  were  of  theology* 
iMid  yet  it  was  well  known  that  they  had 
recently  signed  petitions  in  great  numbers 
against  the  renewal  of  the  doctrine  of  tran- 
subslantiation»and  the  establishment  of  the 
Pope  in  England  !  As  to  the  popularity 
which  might  be  obtained  in  the  one  way  or 
the  other,  those  who  made  popularity  their 
object,  would  meet  a  fate  similar  to  that  of 
'the  boy  who  ran  to  discover  the  ends  of 
the  rainbow,  and  who  esperienced  a 
docking  for  his  pains,  while  the.  gaudy 
Tision  Tanished  from  hissighu  He  should 
have  a  bad  opinion  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, if  he  thought  that  on  a  subject  like 
this  they  could  be  swayed  by  any  wish  to 
oourt  popularity.  But  he  would ^neyer- 
theless  advise  them  to  remain  where  they 
were.  If  they  did  not  do  so,  they  would 
speedily  be  called  on  to  legislate  on  a  sob* 
ject  of  still  more  difficult  handling.  If  they 
adopted  the  proposed  measure,  and  the  con- 
sequence should  be  th  at  in  eight  months  corn 
should  be  at  a  very  high  price,  would  not 
the  manufacturer  have  a  right  to  come  in 
bis  torn  and  require  redress  ?  And  yet  to 
grant  a  redress  adequate  to  the  necessity, 
would  in  that  case  be  impossible.  The 
fact  was,  that  Parliament  seemed  to  him  to 
be  emulating  the  philosopher  in  Rasselai, 
who  fancied  that  the  sun,  the  wind,  and 
the  rain  were  all  under  his  control,  and 
that  at  his  pleasure  he  could  raise  a  tem« 
pest  'or  produce  a  calm.  As  for  a  tem- 
porary measure,  that  seemed  to  him  to  be 
the  worst  plan  of  all.  He  concurred 
heartily  in  the  amendment  proposed  by 
his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Rolfiiuon  explained.  It  was  tme  ha 
had  said  that  in  his  opinion  the  efiect  of 
the  Bill  would  be  to  lower  the  price  of 
corn,  not  to  raise  it,  and  consequently  to 
diminish  the  rents  ^  but  the  rents  to  which 
he  had  alluded  were  those  rents  which 
had  been  raised  very  high,  in  consequence 
of  the  land- owners  speculating  on  a  Tery 
high  price  of  grain. 

Mr.  Htukmon  was  afraid  he  f must  be 
counted  among  the  number  of  those  who 
were  said  |o  be  divested  of  common  sense. 
The  eliect  of  the  measure  was  not  a  per- 
manent rise  in  the  price  of  corn ;  it  might 
be  to  make  it  fluctuate  between  70  and  BOs. 
Looking  at  the  changes  of  late  years, 
when  the  price  bad  been  at  d5s«  and  at 
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considered  too  high  ?  It  was  the  object  to 
raise  the  price  of  corn,  but  not  to  make  it 
permanently  dearer.  It  was  to  give  the 
consumer  a  lower' price  on  a  given  number 
of  years.  If  they  could  only  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  such  a  change  of  prices  as 
had  been  seeui  more  would  be  done  for 
the  good  of  the  poor  than  by  any  other 
legislative  measure.  What  misery  had 
been  occasioned  by  a  price  so  high  as  125 
shillings!  The  Bill  provided  the  only  re* 
medy  against  high  prices:  it  still  kept  the 
ports  open,  and  no  more  could  be  done  for 
times  of  scarcity.  As  to  the  petitions 
which  had  been  presented  on  the  subject, 
God  forbid  that  the  House  should  not  pay- 
attention  to  the  petitions  of  the  people, 
But  it  was  their  duty  to  weigh  the  argii« 
ments  which  those  petitions  contained  ; 
and  having  sifted  them  to  the  bottom, 
then  to  judge  for  themselves,  and  act  ac« 
cording  to  the  best  of  their  discretion.  It 
would  not  appear  wonderful  that  the  pe* 
titions  should  contain  so  much  objection* 
able  matter,  when  it  was  recollected  that 
the  ground  of  many  of  them  was  the  state* 
ment  said  to  have  been  made  by  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  metropolis,  who  had  de* 
clared  that  when  wheat  was  80s.  a  quar- 
ter, the  quartern  loaf  would  be  16^.*.% 
fallacy  so  obvious  that  he  would  not 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  by  ex* 
posing  it. 

The  House  then  divided  on  Mr.  Lamb* 
ton's  amendment.  That  the  Bill  be  read  i| 
second  time  that  day  six  months : 

For  the  Amendment 56 

Against  it 218 

Majority   — *-162 

\uof  ike  Minofiiy* 


Atherley,  A. 
Atkins,  aid. 
Abercrombie^  hon.  J« 
Allan,  col. 
Barclay,  Charles 
Baring,  A. 
Butterworthy  J. 
Buller,  J. 
Babington,  T. 
Bolland,  Mr. 
Calvert,  C. 
Curtb,  sir  W. 
Davis,  H. 
Dowdeswell,  J. 
Estcourty  T.  G. 
Fawcett,  H. 
Forbes,  C. 
Finlay,  K. 
Gascoyne,  J, 
Homer,  F« 


Hammersley,  H. 
Home,  W. 
Harvey,  C. 
HarcourtyJ. 
Jervoise,  G.  P. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Lefcvre.  C.  S. 
Lubbock,  J. 
Marryat^  Jos. 
Madocks,  W.  A. 
Murray,  sir  J. 
Morland,  S.  B. 
Moore,  P. 
Onslow,  seij. 
Piggott,  sir  A. 
Protheroe,  U. 
Palmer,  col. 
Portman,  £.  B. 
Philips,  Geo. 
Bamsbottomt  JL 
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Komilly,  air  S.  Shaw^-B.' 

Robinson,  A.  Taylor,  M.  A. 

Smith,  C.  Tierney,  Geo. 

Smith,  W.  Whitbread,  S. 

Smyth,  J.  H.  WUkins,  W. 

Smith,  R.  Williams,  R. 
Smith,  T.  Ai  '  Teixers. 

Simeon,  J.  Lord  A.  Hamilton. 

Shaw,  sir  J.  Col.  Gore  Langton. 

Oa  the  motion,  that  the  Bill  be  com- 
mitted on  Monday,  Mr.  Baring  moved  at 
an  amendment,  that  it  be  committed  on 
Monday  se'nnight.  Upon  thia  a  second 
division  took  place  X 
For  Mr.  Baring's  Motion... •••       44 

Against  it 215 

Majority.... ...—.171 

The  Bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted on  Monday. 

Mutiny  Bill.]  The  Hoase  then  went 
into  a  committee  on  the  Matiny  BilL 

Mr.  Bama  reprobated  the  indecent 
haste  with  which  a  measure  of  so  much 
importance  was  precipitated. 

Mr.  FUtgerald  objected  to  the  expres- 
sion '  indecent  haste,'  which  had  been 
used  by  the  hon.  member.' 

Mr.  Whiibread  said,  t^hat  if  the  expres- 
sion  had  apy  application  at  all,  it  was  to 
the  noble  lord  (Palmerston),  and  not  to 
the  chairman  of  tbe^  committee  of  ways 
and  means. 

Lord  Paknenton  said,   that  when    he 

should  find  it  necessary  to  take  lessons  of 

decency,  he  would  not,  from  the  specimens 

which  he  had  seen  of  the  hon.  gentleman 

^  (Mr.  Bennet),  think  of  applying  to  him. 

Mr.  Bamei  would  distinctly  say,  that  he 
did  not  apply  the  expression  to  the  chair- 
man, but  to  the  noble  lord ;  and  he  repeat- 
ed it,  that  the  manner  in  which  this  busi- 
ness was  attempted  to  be  hurried  through 
at  that  late  hour  of  the  night,  was  a  most 
indecent  act*  He  considered  a  bill  which 
had  the  better  government  of  the  army 
for  its  object,  to  be  a  most  important  mea- 
sure. How  did  the  noble  lord  know  that 
he  would  not  pursue  the  same  course  as  he 
had  on  fofmer  occasions  when  mutiny  bills 
had  been  brought  forward  ?  Under  these 
circumstances,  he  was  determined  that  the 
Bill  should  not  pass  without  his  attempting 
to  introduce  some  alteration. 

Lord  Pabnemon  wondered  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  not  taken  an  opportunity 
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of  expressing  his  opinion  on  a  former 
evening,  when  the  Bill  was  read  a  second 
time. 

Lord  MUion  said,  the  hon.  member  had 
perhaps,  from  the  feeling  of  the  moment, 
used  stronger  language  to  express  his  sense 
of  what  was  doing  than  be  otherwise 
would  have  employed.   - 

Mr.  Manners  Suiion  knew  that  it  bad 
been  the  intention  of  his  noble  friend  to 
introduce  no  alteration  in  the  present  Bill, 
as  It  was  for  so  short  a  period,  and  the 
subject  was  to  come  again  so  soon  before 
the  House.  Nothing  was  intended  insult- 
ing to  the  dignity  of  the  House. 

Lord  Proby  hoped  the  noble  lord  would 
not  persist  on  going  into  the  subject  aa 
that  late  hour. 

Mr.  WhUhread  reminded  the  committee, 
that  this  would  be  the  proper  time  to  make 
any  alterations  in  the  Act 

Sir  5.  RonaUff  said,  what  was  most  ob- 
jectionable was,  that  it  happened  merely 
by  accident  that  any  body  had  had  an  op- 
portunity of  proposing  any  alteration* 
This  was  the  proper  time,  and  not,  as  was 
proposed,  a  late  period  of  the  session.  He 
did  not  wonder  that' his  hon.  friend  had 
felt  some  indignation  at  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  attempted  to  hurry  through 
the  Bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said^ 
there  was  nothing  unusual  in  the  proceed- 
ing of  his  noble  friend— (hear,  hear!)— 
and  if  any  person  thought  it  was  unusual^ 
it  was  from  their  not  observing  the  orders 
of  the  day* 

Lord  Palmenton  said,  it  had  stood  two 
days  on  the  order  book ;  and  if  any  mem- 
ber wished  to  propose  any  alteration,  and 
did  not  know  of  this  order,  he  was  grossly 
deficient  in  his  duty.  The  next  bill  must 
of  necessity  be  brought  on  in  the  early 
part  of  June,  which  could  not  be  said  to 
be  a  late  period  of  the  session. 

MuBamet  wished  ta  ask  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  if  he  conceived  there 
was  nothing  unusual  in  bringing  in  a  bill 
on  one  day  at  past  3  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, reading  it  a  second  time  at  past  2 
o'clock*  and  hurrying  it  through  a  com- 
mittee about  one  o'clock  ? 

After  some  further  observation,  the 
chairman  reported  progress,  and  the  Bill 
was  ordered  to  be  recommittecion  Uon« 
day. 
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ADDENDA. 

The  Reader  will  please  to  substUuic  the  following  Speeches  in  the  place  of  those  inserted  at  the 

Pages  rrferred  to. 

SOBSTANCB     OP    THE     SPEECH     OF    Mr.    SeRJEANT     OnSLOW,     ON* 

Tuesday,  22no  of  November  1814,  on  moving  for  leave 
TO  bring  in  a  Bill  for  more  effectually  securing  the 
Liberty  of  the  Subject. — See  p.  A9I5  of  the  present  Volume. 


Mr.  Serjeant  OnslcftD  rose  and  said : 

Mr.  Speaker;  The  motion  irhich  I  now 
rise  to  make,  has  for  its  objectj  the  im- 
provement of  the  remedy  by  writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  in  those  cases  of  illegal 
imprisonment,  which  are  not  affected  b^ 
the  statute  of  the  Sist  Car.  2d«  which  is 
entitled  '*  An  Act  for  the  better  securing 
the  liberty  of  the  subject/'  but  which  is 
more  generally  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Habeas  Corpus  Act.  That  Act,  Sir,  is 
confined  to  cases  of  commitment  or  de- 
tainer for  criminal  or  supposed  criminal 
matter,  and  leaves  the  remedy  for  all  other 
cases  of  illegal  restraint  In  the  same  in- 
adequate state  as  it  was  previous  to  the 
passmg  of  that  Act:  writs  of  Habeas 
Corpus  originally  only  issued  out  of  the 
courts  of  Chancery  and  King's-bench, 
except  on  behalf  of  persons  entitled  to 
privilege  in  the  other  courts ;  but  the  sta- 
tute 10th  Car.  1st,  which  was  made  ex- 
pressly to  regulate  the  proceedings  of  the 
privy  council,  and  to  abolish  the  Star- 
chamber,  having  mentioned  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas,  as  co*ordinate  with  the 
court  of  King'a^bencb,  with  regard  to 
aoch  writa,  that  Court  has  ever  since  is- 
sued wriu  of  Habeas  Corpus,  in  all  cases 
of  illegal  imprisonment.  The  real  benefits 
received  in  consequence  of  the  statute  31st 
Car.  2d,  and  the  interest  excited  by  the 
great  struggles  that  took  place  previous  to 
its  passing,  have  most  likely  occasioned  a 
generally  received,  though  most  erroneous 
opinion,  to  prevail,  that  the  remedy  is  now 
complete  for  preventing  unjust  and  illegal 
confinement.  My  object,  Sir,  is  to  extend 
the  principle  of  that  Act,  to  all  the  omitted 
cases ;  I  wish  to  give  to  all  the  courts  in 
Westminster-hall  in  term  time,  and  to  all 
the  judges  of  them,  in  vacation,  the  power 
to  issue  and  enforce  obedience  to  writs  of 
Habeas  Corpus  in  all  cases  of  illegal  im- 
prisonment, and,  although  the  return  to 
the  writ  may  show  a  legal  cause  of  im- 


prisonment, to  give  power  to  inquire  int« 
the  truth  of  the  facts  stated  in  such  rer 
turn,  and  to  do  justice  according  to  tha 
result  of  such  examination.  The  jodgea 
of  the  court  of  King's-bench  have  long 
exercised  a  power  of  issuing  writs  in  such 
cases  in  vacation,  but  have  no  power  to 
punish,  in  vacation,  disobedience  to  their 
writ ;  indeed,  that  power  is  even  omitted 
in  the  statute  31st  Car.  2d.— The  court  of 
Chancery  has  been  slated  by  very  great 
authorities  to  possess  the  power  of  issuing 
such  writs  in  vacation ;  bat  lord  chancellor 
Nottingham,  in  the  well-known  case  of 
'  Jenks,'  refused  to  issue  the  writ  in  vacation  ; 
no  precedent,  notwithstanding  the  most 
diligent  researches,  beingfouna  to  warrant 
the  application.  In  the  cases  of  infiinta 
and  of  lunatics  the  lord  chancellor  doea 
interfere  for  their  protection  in  vacatioi^ 
but  that  is  not  by  means  of  the  writ  of 
Hi^beas  Corpus  at  common  law,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  especial  power  dele-- 
gated  to  him  in  those  cases. 

But  the  defect  I  chiefly  wish  to  remedy^ 
is  the  want  of  power  to  examine  into  the 
truth  of  facts  stated  in  the  return  to  a  writ 
of  Habeas  Corpus.  Can  it.  Sir,  be  en- 
dured that  a  return  valid  in  law,  though 
utterly  unfounded  in  fact,  shall  be  con- 
clusive as  to  the  discharge  of  the  pri- 
soner ?  An  action  certainly  lies  for  a  falsa 
return ;  an  action  against  the  person  in 
whose  power  the  injured  party  is  de- 
tained, and  who  can  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases,  where  the  writ  is  sued  out,  send 
him  to  distant  parts  of  the  world,  and  into 
the  most  pestilential  climates !  Sir,  unless 
a  speedy  remedy  is  given  in  such  cases, 
the  injured  party  is  absolutely  remediless ; 
and  in  no  case  can  a  compensation  in 
money,  be  an  adequate  compensation  for 
the  loss  of  liberty.  Sir,  in  the  year  1758,  a 
bill  toremedy  these  evilswas introduced  into 
this  House  by  sir  John  Cost,  who  afterwards 
filled  that  chair,  the  dignity  of  which 
you  so  eminently  support ;    it  passed  this 


House  after  very  acrimonious  debates^  but 
was  rejected^  and  I  think  properly  rejected 
in  the  House  of  Lords;  I  think  it  was  pro- 
perly rejected  because  it  went  far  beyond 
the  mischiefs  complained  of,  and  instead  of 
enlarging  the  powers  of  the  judges,  tended 
to  degrade  their  judicial  functions:  and. 
Sir,  it  was  not  rejected  until  after  very 
strong  debates;  and  so  much  violence  was 
produced  by  the  discussion,  that  two 
noblemen,  who  at  different  periods  of 
their  political  lives  were,  most  closely 
connected  (lord  Temple  and  Jord.Lyttle- 
ton),  were  required  by  the  House  to  declare 
upon  their  honour,  "  that  they  would 
not  pursue  any  further  resentment  upon 
the  occasion  of  the  words  that  had  passed 
between  them."*  It  is  mentioned,  Sir, 
by  a  cotemporary  writer,  as  a  circumstance 
almost  miraculous,  that  lord  Mansfield 
spoke  for  near  two  hours  '  and  a  half 
in  the  course  of  one  of  the  debates ;  a 
circumstance  you.  Sir,  would  now  think 
by  no  means  extraordinary.  Whilst  the 
Bill  was  pending  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
ten  questions  were,  on  the  motion  of 
lord  Hardwicke,  ordered  to  be  put  to  the 
judges;  on  their  application,  they  were 
excused  answering  one  of  the  questions ; 
but  the  remainder  were  answered  by  ten 
of  the  judges :  lord  Mansfield  being  a  peer, 
of  course  did  not  answer  as  a  judge,  and 
Mr.  Justice  Foster  was  prevented  by  a 
domestic  misfortune  from  attending.— 
The  only  question  to  which  I  find  it  neces- 
sary to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House,  is 
the  following:  "  Whether,  in  all  cases 
whatsoever,  the  judges  are  so  bound  by 
the  facts  set  forth  in  the  return  to  the 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  that  they  cannot 
discharge  the  person  brought  up  before 
them,  although  it  should  appear  most 
manifestly  to  the  judges,  by  the  clearest 
and  most  undoubted  proof,  that  such 
return  is  false  in  fact,  and  that  the  person 
so  brought  up  is  restrained  of  bis  liberty 
by  the  most  unwarrantable  means,  and  in 
direct  violation  of  law  and  justice  r''—- By 
the  answers  of  the  judges  to  that  question 
it  clearly  appears,  that  although  the  judges 

*  For  an  interesting  account,  by  Dr. 
Birch,  of  the  Debate  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
Msly  9,  1758,  on  this  Bill ;  and  also  for  a 
Paper,  intituled,  "  Heads  of  Objections  to 
the  Bill  for  extending  the  Habeas  Corpus 
Act,"  copied  from  the  MS.  notes  of  lord 
chancellor  Hardwicke,  seo  New  Parlia- 
mentary History,  vol.  15,  pp.  897,  923. 
$Mi  too,  p.  87 1  of  the  same  volume. 
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did   not  conceive   themselves  precluded 
from  discharging  the  person  brought  up 
before  them,  if  it  should  appear  mani- 
festly to  them,  by  the  clearest  and  moat 
undoubted  proof,  sucb  as  a  verdict  of  m 
jury  or  judgment  on  demurrer,  or  other- 
wise, in  an  action  for  a  false  return,  that 
such  return  is  false  in  fact,  yet  that  they 
were  of  my  opinion,  that  in  case  the  facts 
returned    to  a  writ   of    Habeas  Corpus 
shewed  a  sufficient  ground  in  point  of  law 
for  such  restraint,  that  the  court  or  jndge 
before  whom  such  writ  was  returnable, 
could  not  try  the  facts  contained  in  sucb 
return,  by  affidavits.    Although,  Sir,  Mr. 
Justice  Foster  was  unable  to  attend  and 
deliver  his  opinion,  it  appears,  from  the 
history  of  his  life,  written  by  his  nephew, 
Mr.  Dodson,  that  he  took  a  very  strong 
interest  in  the  question  ;    be  seems  parti- 
ccdarly  to  have  felt  the  inadequacy  of  the 
law  to  afford  protection,  where  a  return 
is  made  good  in  law,  but  false  as  to  the 
facts  contained  in  it.    In  his  correspond- 
ence with  lord  chief  baron  Parker  (which 
is  included  in  his  life),  he  dwells  much  on 
that  defect,  and  alluding  to  the  remedy 
by  action  for  a  false  return,  he  observes, 
<'  An  inadequate  ineffectual  remedy  is  no 
remedy ;''  the  lord  chief  baron  in  answer 
says :   "  As  you  agree  to  the  general  prin- 
ciple that  the  return  to  a  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  cannot  be  contradicted  ih    that 
proceeding,  so  I  must  confess,  that  your 
reasons  are  very  strong  to  shew  the  pre- 
sent to  be  an  adequate  remedy ;  but  I  am 
afraid,  that  the  parliament  only  can  apply 
a  more  effectual  remedy.''   Sir,  although 
lord  Hardwicke  opposed  the  Bill  I  have 
mentioned,  yet  so  strongly  was  he  im- 
pressed with  the  conviction,  that  the  law 
ought  not  to  remain  as  it  was,  that  ho 
moved  that  the  judges  do  prepare  a  Bill  to 
extend  the  power  of  granting  wriu  of 
Habeas  Corpus  ad  iubfunendum  in  vacatiou 
time  in  cases  not  within  the  statute  31st 
Car.  2nd,  chap.  2nd,  to  all  the  judges  of 
his  Majesty's  courts  of  Westminster,  and 
to  provide  for  4he  issuing  of  process  in 
vacation  time  to  compel  obedience  to  such 
writs,  and  that  in  preparing  such  Bill  the 
judges  do  take  into  consideration,  whe- 
ther in  any  and  what  cases,  it  may  be 
proper  to  make  provision,  that  the  troth 
of  the  facts  contained  in  the  return  to  a 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  may  be  contro- 
verted bv  affidavits  or  traverse,  and  so  far 
as  it  shall  appear  to  be  proper,  that  clauses 
be  inserted  for  that  purpose:    and   the 
House  of  Lords  made  such  order  in  obe* 
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dience  to  that  order  the  judges  did  pre* 
pare  a  Bill.  Why  such  Bill  was  not  pro* 
ceeded  on,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn ; 
bot  I  do  know  that  those  who  hare  the 
best  opportunities  of  obserring  the  pre- 
sent defective  state  of  the  law,  much 
lament  that  it  was  not  passed  into  a  law. 
That  Bill  is  the  foundation  of  my  present 
proceeding :  there  ts  no  essential  diflerence 
between  that  Bill,  and  the  one  I  now  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in. '  The  provisions  of  the 
present  Bill  are,  that  where  any  person  is 
restrained  of  his  or  her  liberty,  otherwise 
than  for  some  criminal,  or  supposed  cri- 
minal matter,  and  lexcept  persons  impri- 
aoned  for  debt,  or  by  process  in  civil  suit, 
within  England,  Wales,  Berwick-upon- 
Tweed,  the  Isles  of  Jersey,  Guernsey,  or 
Man,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Lbrd  Chan- 
cellor, or  any  of  the  justices  of  the  court 
of  Commom  Pleas,  or  of  the  barons  of  the 
Exchequer,  as  well  as  for  any  of  the  jus* 
tices  of  the  court  of  King  s-bencb,  to 
award  in  vacation  lime,  a  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  returnable  immediately ;  that  non- 


obedience  to  such  writ  shall  be  -deemed 
a  contempt  of  the  court  under  the  seal 
of  which  the  writ  shall  have  issued,  and 
be  punishable  as  such  in  vacation  time ; 
that  the  said  justices,  or  barons,  may  make 
writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  issued  in  vaca- 
tion, returnable  in  court  in  term  time ;  and 
that  the  courts  may  make  such  writs  issued 
in  term  returnable  before  a  judge  or  baron 
of  the  same  court  in  vacation ;  that  al- 
though the  return  to  a  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  shall  be  sufficient  in  law,  the 
lord  chancellor,  justice,  or  baron,  before 
whom  such  writ  may  be  returnable,  shall 
and  may  proceed  to  examine  into  the 
truth  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  such  re- 
turn, and  into  the  cause  of  such  confine- 
ment or  restraint,  by  affidavit,  or  by  affir- 
mation (in  cases  where  an  affirmation  is 
allowed  by  law),  and  shall  do  therein  as 
to  justice  shall  appertain ;  and  if  such 
writ  shall  be  returned  before  any  one  of 
the  said  justices  or  barons,  and  it  shall  ap* 
pear  doubtful  to  him  on  such  examination. 
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whether  the  material  facts  set  forth  in 
such  return  or  any  of  them  be  true  or  not, 
that  such  justice  or  baron  may  discharge 
the  person  so  imprisoned,  on  a  recogni- 
zance  to  appear  in  court  in  the  following 
ternr;  and  that  the  court  shall  proceed  to 
examine  concerning  the  discharging,  bail- 
ing, or  remanding  the  prisoner,  either  in  a 
summary  way  by  affidavit  or  affirmation, 
or  by  directing  an  issue  or  issues  for  the 
trial  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  such  return^ 
or  any  of  them ;— that  the  like  proceedings- 
shall  be  had  in  coort,  when  the  writ  wai 
awarded  by  the  court  and  returnable 
therein,  and  the  same  power  as  to  award- 
ing issues  is  given  to  the  lord  chancellor. 
There  is  also  a  clause  in  the  Bill,  that  the 
provisions  of  it  touching  the  making  writr 
of  Habeas  Corpus  issued  in  vacation  return* 
able  into  court,  and  for  making  such  writs 
when  awarded  in  term-time,  returnable 
in  the  vacation,  and  also  for  awarding 
process  of  contempt  in  vacation  against 
persons  disobeying  such  writs,  shall  be 
extended    to    writs    of   Habeas    Corpus 


awarded   in  pursuance  of  the  statute  of 


Car.  2,  **  for  the  better  securing  the 
Liberty  of  the  Subject.''  The  want  of  the 
last-mentioned  power  has  been  severely 
felt.  Sir,  I  have  not  included  either  Scot- 
land or  Ireland  in  the  Bill  z^^tbe  laws  of 
Scotland  are  fundamentally  different  from 
those  of  England,  and  an  Act  already  exists 
there  for  the  protection  of  personal  liber- 
ty ;*  if  that  Act  is  deficient,  I  see  several 
of  my  hon.  and  learned  friends,  natives  of 
that  country,  who  are  competent  to  amend 
it ;  the  laws  of  Ireland,  are  essentially  the 
same  as  thoae  of  England.  But  I  do  not 
conceive  myself  possessed  of  sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  practice  of  the  Irish 
courts  of  justice  to  legislatie  for  that 
country.  Sir,  I  more  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  '  for  more  effectually  securing  the 
liberty  of  the  subject.' 

'  *  Act '  against  wrongous  imprisonment,' 
passed  in  the  reign  of  king  William. 


Speech,  op  the  Right  Hon.  William  Fitzgerald,  July  1, 
1814,  ON  bringing  forward  the  Irish  Budget. — See  Vol. 
XXrilL  p.  493. 


The  House  having  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

Mr.  WiUiam  Fitzgerald  said,  he  rose 
pursuant  to  the  notice  which  he  had  ffiven, 

(  VOL.  XlilX.) 


to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
the  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  Ireland.  On  the  only  preceding  occa- 
sion when  he  bad  the  honour  of  bringing 
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this  subject  forward,  he  bad  felt  strongly 
the  embarrassments  and  difficulties  which 
attended  the  task  he  had  to  perform. 
These  difficulties^nd  embarrassments  were 
now  so  far  from  being  diminished  that 
they  were  rather  aggravated,  by  the 
amount  of  the  burthens  which  it  was  now 
his  duty  to  propose.  It  was  painful  to 
l^im  to  be  under  the  necessity  in  the  pre- 
sent year,  the  commencing  year  of  peace, 
to  be  compelled  to  impose  fresh  taxes 
Dpon  the  people  of  Ireland,  at  a  time 
when  parliament  had  been  enabled  to  re- 
lieve Great  Britain  from  similar  burthens. 
If  the  difficulty  which  he  had  to  encounter 
^as,  in  one  point  of  view,  increased  by 
the  nature  of  the  9ystem  which  had  been 
adopted  with  regard  to  the  finances  of 
Ireland,  and  by  her  not  being  called  upon 
to  bear  various  taxes  which  were  imposed 
upon  Great  Britain,  on  the  other  hand, 
a  certain  degree  of  benefit  was  derived 
from  that  remission  of  burthens  which  she 
would  otherwise  have  been  called  upon  to 
bear,  because  she  was  by  that  exemption 
enabled  to  support  those  additional  bur- 
thens which  it  now  became  nec^essary  to 
impose. 

Having  made  these  preliminary  obser- 
vations he  should  now  proceed  to  state  to 
the  committee  the  amount  of  the  supply, 
and  of  the  ways  and  means  by  which  he 
meant  to  meet  it.  The  first  article  was 
the  deficiency  of  contribution  of  1813, 
amounting  to  4,466,47 1/.  The  next  was 
the  estimated  quota  of  Ireland  for  this 
year,  amounting  to  8,782,689/.  The  in* 
terest  of  the  present  debt,  with  the  sinking 
fund,  was  5,546,299/.,  making  altogether 
a  total  of  18,795,455/.  He  would  next 
submit  to  the  committee  the  state  of  the 
consolidated  fund.  The  balance  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  5th  January  1814,  was 
1,383,758/.,  and  there  was  rchnaining  a 
balance  of  the  loan  of  last  year,  made  in 
this  country  2,953,147/.,  making  together 
4,336,905/.,  from  which  deducting  the  ar- 
rears of  the  principal  of  outstanding  Trea- 
sury-bills  and  Lottery -prizes,  28,480/.,  and 
of  Inland  Navigation  69,596/.,  making 
together  98,076/.,  there  would  remain  as 
the  surplus  of  the  consolidated  fund, 
4,238.829/.~The  total  of  the  supply  the 
committee  would  recollect  be  haa  stated 
was  18,795,455/.  Irish  currency,  and  he 
would  now  state  the  ways  and  means  by 
which  he  proposed  to  cover  this  supply. 
The  surplus  of  the  consolidated  fund  he 
had  stated  as  amounting  to  4,238,829/. 
The  revenue  he  estimated  at  5,350fiOOL 


The  profit  on  Lotteries  he  took  at  120«000f« 
The  balance  due  for  Seamen's  wagea 
advanced,  71,000/.  The  proportion  be- 
longing to  Ireland  upon,  the  sale  of 
Navkl  stores  being  2-17ths  of  576,35 !/.« 
was  73,456/.  The  loan  made  in  Ireland 
was  made  for  S  millions,  and  that  made 
in 'England  5  millions  and  a  half,  or,  in 
Irish  currency,  5,958>333/.,  making  the 
total  of  the  ways  and  meand  to  cover  the 
supply  18,811,616/.  The  charge  upon 
the  loan  made  in  Ireland,  (and  he  was 
happy  to  say  that  there  never  was  a  loan 
made,  under  any  circumstances,  upon 
terms  more  favourable  to  the  country,) 
was  5/.  Us.  9d,  per  cent,  amounting  to 
167,625/. ;  and  the  charge  upon  the  loan 
contracted  in  England  which  was  at  the 
rate  of  5/.  ISs.  9|(/.  per  cent.,  was  353,900/., 
making  together  521|525/.,  which  was  to 
be  provided  for. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  enumerate  the 
duties  and  taxes,  which  he  meant  to  submit 
to  the  committee,  to  cover  that  sum,  ba 
felt  himself  authorized  to  state  tlie  vievr 
under  which  he  should  propose  his  resa-> 
lotions  to  the  House.  The  committee 
were  aware  that  by  the  Act  of  Union,  a 
power  was  given  to  the  united  parliament 
to  review  the  provisions  of  that  Act,  as  far 
as  they  related  to  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  two  countries,  and  to  make  sucb 
arrangements  respecting  the  debt  of  both, 
as  might,  under  all  the  circumstances,  be 
deemed  advisable.  Without  going  into 
all  that  extent  of  observation,  to  which  the 
consideration  of  that  subject,  would  ncces* 
sarily  lead  him,  he  might  be  permitted  to 
state,  that  it  was  one  of  the  utmost  im* 
portancet  and  to  repeat  what  he  had  said 
upon  a  former  occasion,  that  it  was  one 
which  could  not  be  effected  till  parlia* 
ment  could  be  enabled  to  take  a  general 
and  comprehensive.  Yi^w  of  the  finances 
of  both  countries.  He  had  expressed  his 
hopes,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  the  next 
time  he  opened  to  the  Hoase  the  state  of 
the  finances  of  Ireland,  he  should  have  to 
call  the  attention  of  parliament  to  this 
most  important  subject;  and  he  bad  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing,  that  what  he  had 
then  said  had  met  with  the  approbation 
of  those  public  meit  who  had  turned  their 
attention  to  this  subject:  but  the  com*- 
mittee  must  be  aware,  that  this  was  a  sub- 
ject of  so  much  importance^  and  em* 
bracing  so  many  considerations,  that  it 
could  not  be  taken  up  with  too  much  de« 
liberation.— Whatever  anxiety  be  might 
hare  felt  to  bring  this  subject  forwwk 
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yet  he  was  prevented  by  one  caose« 
which  weighed  much  in  his  mind,  and 
which  he  had  no  doobt  would  have  great 
weight  with  the  House.  He  did  not 
think  it  would  have  been  right  to  have 
called  the  attention  of  parliament  to 
this  subject  during  the  absence  of  hii 
noble  friend  (lord  Castlereagh),  who  was 
employed  upon  a  great  public  service, 
and  which  he  had  executed  in  a  manner 
so  honourable  to  himself  and  so  glorious 
for  the  country.*— He  did  not,  he  said, 
think  it  right  to  take  up  so  important  a 
measure  in  the  absence  of  his  noble  friend 
who  was  the  minister  for  Ireland  at  the 
time  the  great  measure  of  the  Union  was 
brought  forward  and  completed;  and  he 
was  happy  to  say,  that  no  great  inconve- 
nience would  result  from  the  delay. 
With  this  view  of  the  subject,  he  haS  felt 
it  to  he  his  duty  to  take  care  that  the 
resolutions  which  he  had  now  to  propose, 
should  be  of  a  nature  to  lead  to,  and  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  future  consolidation  of 
ibe  finances  of  the  two  countries.  It 
would  be  necessary,  before  such  an 
mrrangement  of  the  finances  of  the  two 
countries  as  that  which  he  had  alluded  to 
could  be  proposed  and  effected,  that  Ire- 
land should  have  made  all  the  exertions  in 
the  way 'of  finance  that  was  in  her  power, 
and  that  she  should  have  been  brought 
into  a  state  of  taxation  upon  those  articles 
which  might  be  deemed  luxuries,  corre- 
sponding, as  near  as  the  situation  of  the 
two  countries  would  admit,  with  that  of 
Great  Britain.  There  were  indeed  amongst 
those  articles  to  which  he  should  be  driven, 
some  which  could  not  be  considered  as 
luxuries ;  they  were  in  Ireland  of  prime 
necessity,  and  he  only  lamented  that  still 
greater  national  necessity  which  obliged 
him  to  recur  to  them  as  a  means  of  supply : 
when  he  (under  the  general  head  of 
customs)  came  to  propose,  for  instance, 
the  augmentation  of  the  import  duty  on 
deals  and  timber,  he  knew  be  should  be 
told  of  the  severity  with  which  such  a 
duty  must  press  upon  the  people ;  he  saw, 
however,  no  alternative ;  and  gentlemen 
would  bear  in  mind  that,  on  the  same 
principle  as  in  this  coQntry,.tbe  produce 
of  our  American  colonies  would  be  still 
admitted  almost  doty-free ;  so  thai  upon 
the  restoration  of  ibose  pacific  relations 
with  the  United  States,  which  the  magna- 
nimity of  the  parliament  and  the  people 
of  England  had  always  in  dcspight  of 
American  provocation  continued  to  desire^ 
wa  might  expect  to  receive  the  necessary 


supplies  of  those  articles  at  a  reduced 
rate,  while  in  the  advantage  derived  to 
the  native  and  the  shipping  interest,  wo 
must  be  considerable  participators.  Thus 
though  some  objections  might  be  roiide  to 
the  detail  of  the  resolutions  which  he 
should  havb  the  honour  of  bringing 
forward,  yet  he  felt  satisfied  that  upon 
consideration,  the  principle  upon  which 
those  resolutions  were  founded  would 
counterbalance  any  objection  that  might 
be  urged  again.4t  them.  The  first  resolu* 
tion  he  should  have  to  propose  would  be 
for  an  equalization  of  the  custom  duties  of 
Ireland  to  those  of  England.  The  supply 
of  last  year  had,  to  a  certain  extent,  been 
provided  for  by  an  increase  of  the  duties 
of  customs ;  for  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty,  when  his  right  hun.  friend  proposed 
to  augment  the  custom  duties  in  England* 
to  make  a  similar  proposition  with  regard 
to  Ireland ;  and  accordingly  the  duties 
had  been  increased,  in  some  instances* 
twenty-five  per  cent.  Although  he  had 
not  had  the  good  fortune,  in  tbu&e  resolu- 
tions which  he  had  brought  Ibrward  last 
year,  to  meet  with  the  concurrence  of  some 
of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  yet  he  was  sure  thai  they  would 
be  glad  to  learn  that  their  predictions 
respecting  the  produce  of  thene  duties  had 
not  been  accomplifihed.  He  was  sure 
that  they  would  be  more  pleased  to  learD^ 
that  he  should  be  right  in  his  estimates 
rather  than  that  they  should.  There  was 
not  one  of  the  duties  then  proposed  which 
had  not  answered  beyond  expectation. 
He  thought,  therefore,  that  the  grounds 
which  he  had  stated  would  dispose  the 
committee  to  concur  in  the  resolutions  he 
should  now  propose ;  for,  though  he  was 
quite  convinced  that  there  were  atronf^ 
reasons  why  Ireland  should  be  exempted 
from  some  sources  of  taxation,  to  which 
Great  Bcitain  was  liable ;  yet  with  respect 
to  the  duties  of  customs,  he  saw  no  reason 
why  any  difierence  should  subsist,  even  if 
no  arrangement  was  ultimately  to  take 
place.  It  would  l>e,  he  felt,  but  candid  in 
him  to  state  that  he  meant  now  to  bring 
under  the  custom  duties  many  articles 
which  were  not  subject  to  them  before* 
and  articles,  too,  which  were  employed  in 
the  manufactures  of  Ireland  ;  but  he  should 
accompany  his  proposition  wkh  regula- 
tions,  which  he  trusted,  would  remove  the 
fears  of  those  who  were  most  anxious 
about  the  state  of  those  manufactures. 
There  were  seferel  articles  now  exempted 
from  duties*  such  aa  ashes,  banMa*  dye* 
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quainted  with  Ireland,  knew  that  great 
quantities  of  those  articles  were  imported, 
not  for  the  use  of  the  manufactures,  and 
consequently  the  revenue  suffered  in  pro- 
portion. He  should  therefore  propose^ 
that  the  duties  should  be  the  same  as  in 
Great  Britain,  but  with  a  full  drawback 
upon  such  as  should  be  employed  in  the 
linen  manufacture;  and  he  should  be 
bappy  to  receive  any  suggestions  that 
would  enable  him  to  make  the  drawback 
to  the  mahufacturer  as  complete  as  pos- 
•ible.  He  estimated  the  increase  of 
customs  at  200,0002.' 

The  next  head  of  provision  to  which 
he  should  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee, was  that  of  the  distilleries.  After 
the  long  and  almost  hostile  discussions 
which  had  taken  place  on  the  subject  of 
Irish  spirits  in  the  last  and  preceding 
nights,  perhaps  the  hon.  chairman  would 
recoi^at  the  mention  of  this  article.  But 
he  looked  to  it  as  a  principal  source  of  sup- 
ply ;  and  he  felt  that  he  could  do  so,  not 
only  without  trenching  upon  the  interests 
of  the  Irish  manufacturers,  but  he  was 
happy  to  say,  that  he  proposed  the  increase 
which  he  was  about  to  offer,  with  their 
entire  concurrence.  It  was  satisfactory  to 
feel  that,  whether  effectual  or  not  for  that 
object,  they,  in  concurring  in  it^  and  he  in 
recommending  it  to  parliament,  were  rnn- 
tually  facilitating  that  intercourse  in  the 
spirit  trade  which,  upon  every  ground 
of  national  policy,  upon  every  argument 
of  imperial  and  collective  interest,  on 
every  principle  of  pledged  honour  and 
public  faith,  could  not  be  permanently  in- 
terrupted. It  would  be  a  strong  recomo 
mendation  of  the  measure,  which  had  al- 
ready been  sanctioned  by  that  House; 
that  while  contributing  to  our  revenue,  it 
would  prevent,  as  he  sanguinely  hoped  it 
would,  that  system  of  smuggling  which  it 
bad  been  said  had  prevailed  so  univer- 
sally, and  which  heYeared  had  prevailed, 
though  not  to  the  degree  which  had  been 
stated.  The  Bill  which  had  passed  the 
House  of  Commons,  had  imposed  upon  M 
the  stills  in  Ireland  an  increase  of  25  per 
cent,  on  their  present  charge,  making  the 
charge  in  a  1700  gallon  siiW  amount  to  90 
doublings  within  the  month,  instead  of 
72.  It  was  right  to  state,  that  in  the  Bill 
which  had  passed  there  was  an  omission 
m'lih  respect  to  one  class  of  the  smaller 
stills,  which  had  proceeded  on  a  wrong 
calculation ;  this  however,  he  should  pro- 
pose to  rectify  in  the  Excise  Begalation 


hon.  gentleman  here  stated  that  this,  tboogh 
under  the  name  of  regulation,  was  in  fact 
a  new  duty.  It  was  a  duty  which  the 
trade  was  weJl  able  to  bear,  and  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  state  that  it  Vf  ould  be  productive. 
The  estimate  made  in  the  former  amonnt 
of  work  would  yield,  on  this  increase,  a 
revenue  of  469,000/.  exclusive  of  the  in- 
crease on  small  stills;  but  he  was  disposed 
to  take  it  more  safely  at  '300,000i.  per 
annum ;  and  that  we  can  now  impose  this 
great  increase  of  doty,  for  such  in  fact  it 
iS|  not  only  with  the  concurrence  of  those 
most  interested,  but  with  the  confession 
and  evidence  which  we  have  before  us, 
was  produced  by  that  ridiculed  measure  to 
which  so  much  allusion  has  been  made, 
by  \fhich  only  half  duty  was  charged  on 
the  distiller  for  the  excess  produced,  and 
by  which  he  had  a  direct  interest  to  de- 
clare his  capacity  of  work.  He  estimated 
the  real  charge  at  300,000/.  per  annum. 

Another  head  of  provision  was  founded 
on  certain  new  stamp  duties.  The  mea- 
sures which  be  should  propose  with  respect 
to  the  stamps  were  two-fold ;  namely,  re- 
gulation of  the  present  duties  and  a  new 
duty,  which,  both  as  a  source  of  aid  to  the 
finances  as  well  as  a  measure  of  good 
policy,  he  should  venture  to  recommend* 
With  respect  to  the  first,  a  Bill  which  be 
had  had  the  honour  of  introducing,  and 
which  had  already  received  the  sanction 
of  the  House,  was  intended  to  insure  the 
better  collection  of  the  duty  on  legacies  in 
Ireland.  It  was  not  unknown  to  those 
who  had  sat  often  in  those  committees 
to  whom  the  consideration  of  the  Irish 
finances  had  been  referred,  that  the  duties 
in  this  respect  had  been  hitherto  almost 
unproductive.  He  would  not  impute  this 
to  the  defects  of  the  former  law  alone, 
although  that  law  was  most  imperfect; 
but  he  hoped  that  both  by  the  regulations 
of  that  Bill  which  the  House  had  con- 
cinrred  in,  and  by  that  departmental  sys* 
tem  which  certainly,  while  he  had  the 
honour  of  serving  the  Crown,  he  should 
deem  it  his  duty  most  inflexibly  to  enforce, 
there  will  be  a  very  considerable  augmea« 
tation  of  the  stamp  revenue.  The  Bill  in 
question  had  been  prepared  with  some 
little  variations,  which  the  circumstances 
of  the  country  had  made  necessary,  on  the 
model  of  that  which  had  been  passed  in 
England;  and  which,  as  carried  into 
execution  by  that  office,  at  the  head  of 
which  Mr.  Campbell  was  placed,  had 
been  so  effective  in  the  collection  of  a 
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revenue  beyond  even  the  caicuUtion  of 
those  who  had  originated  it;  he  should 
take  this  opportunity  of  saying,  that  he 
had  been  greatly  indebted  to  that  officer 
for  the  assistance  he  had  received  in  its 
preparation.  On  examination,  gentlemen 
would  find,  that  not  only  the  rate  of 
annuities  had  been  distinguished  in  the 
Irish  Act,  but  that  the  calculation  on 
thero  had  been  made,  at  6  per  cent,  on 
account  of  the  difierence  of  the  legal  in- 
terot  of  money  in  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain. 

To  his  next  proposition  he  did  not  an- 
ticipate much  resistance;  the  principle  of 
it  was  not  a  new  one,  though  the  applica- 
tion of  it  might  be.  It  was  one  which 
might  be  recommended  on  good,  and  he 
was  about  to  say,  on  patriotic  grounds. 
He  would  suggest  that  a  stamp  duty 
should  be  imposed  upon  all  letters  of  at* 
lorney,  empowering  persons  on  the  part 
of  tba  holders  of  landed  or  funded  pro* 
perty,  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  same ;  with  respect  to  the  proprietors 
of  landed  estates,  to  those  .who  eojoj^ed 
great  possessions,  the  impost  would  not 
be  onerous,  perhaps  it  could  be  hardly 
felt ;  with  regard  to  the  lesser  proportions, 
if  the  result  (and  he  did  not  anticipate 
that  it  could  be  in  any  degree,  except 
with  respect  to  that  class)  were  to  do 
away  that  horde  of  rent  proctors  which 
existed  in  his  country,  if  he  might  be  al- 
lowed the  expression  of  rent  proctors,  (one 
well  understood  by  some  who  then  heard 
him) ;  if,  instead  of  the  intervention  of  that 
petty  agent,  who  was  employed  in  Ireland 
almost  universally,  he  might  say  even  by 
the  resident  landlord,  if  such  were  the 
result  of  his  proposition,  as  applicable  to 
them,  he  would  not  regret  that  so  far  his 
plan  would  be  unproductive.  If  by  a 
financial  regulation  he  could  approximate 
the  tenant  to  the  soil,  if  even  by  mo* 
tives  of  no  great  dignity  or  character,  but 
which  yet  were  seldom  without  their  in- 
fluence on  the  human  mind,  he  contributed 
to  an  end  so  desirable,  he  should  not  con- 
sider this  plan  as  inoperative ;  nor  would 
parliament  regret  to  find,  that  when  they 
wete  legislating  professedly  with  other 
views»and  indeed  the  great  considerations 
of  public  policy  and  public  peace  were 
too  intimately  connected,  and  too  inter- 
woven, to  be  separated  even  from  those 
which  they  were  to  discuss  this  day— par- 
liament would  not  regret  to  find  that  it 
had  been,  at  the  same  time,  promoting 
those  great  objecto  of  internal  improve- 


raent  and  satisfaction,  which  the  pecu- 
liarity of  the  state  of  Ireland  called  for, 
while  they  were  at  the  same  time  aiding 
that  supply  which  Ireland  was  bound  to 
raise,    not   only    without    invading    the 
sources  of  her  prosperity,  but,   in  fact, 
while  they  were  contributing  to  cherish 
and  improve  them.     As  to  the  application 
of  this  measure  to  funded  and  other  pro* 
perty,  it  was  more  for  the  sake  of  assimi- 
lation of  principle,  and  because  he  saw  no 
reason  why  it  should  be  exempted,  than 
because  he  looked  to  any  political  result 
from  such  an  application.    The  amount 
of  dividend  on  funded  property  in  Ire- 
land, which  was  received  by  such  powers 
of  attorney,  was  probably  not  considera- 
ble ;  still,  upon  any  ground,  it  should  be 
made  available  to  the  service  of  the  state  ; 
and  it  was  to  be  recollected  that  the  pro* 
prietors  of  it,  in  that  character  at  least,  did 
not  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
public.     He  begged  leave  to  state,  that 
the  amount  which  he  should  propose  of 
duty  on  the  cases  he  had  referred  to,  would 
be,  as  on  every  principle  it  ought  to  be, 
commensurate,  in  some  degree,  with  the 
value    of   the    property   received.      He 
should  recommend  a  stamp  of  1/.  ]0».  on 
the  power  of  attorney,  and  one  per  cent, 
progressively  on  the  value  received  above 
60/.  this  being  similar  in  principle  to  the 
existing  stamp  ad  valorem  duty  on  leases. 
If  he  was  warranted  in  the  view  he  took 
of  this  part  of  his  subject,  if  the  principle 
upon  which  he  recommended  it  to 'par- 
liament were  a  fair  and  just  principle  of 
legislation,  if  it  were  productive  of  in- 
crease to  the  already  burthened  resources 
of  the  state,  or  if,  what  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  anticipate,  it  were  found  to  yield 
those  still    better   fruits,  which  he   had 
stated  to  be  likely  to  grow  from  it,  any 
merit  which  belonged  to  it  would  be  the 
portion  of  a  right  hon.  baronet  opposite, 
who  had  done  him  the  honour  to  suggest 
iu  adoption.    How  parliament  might  deal 
with  his  proposition  he  presumed  not  to 
say;    but  if  it  should  appear  either  to 
this  House  or  the  public  as  one  which 
ought  not  to  beacted  upon,  he  was  willing 
to  admit,  and   sincerely  to  believe  too, 
that  any  objection  arising  to  it  vrould  be 
owing  to  the  imperfection  of  bis  state* 
ment,  or  to  some  deficiency  in  him  who 
has  brought  it  before  the  committee  ;  and 
any  merit  which  might  belong  to  it  he 
should  be  most  ready   to  ascribe  to  the 
right  hon.  member  firom  whom  he  had 
receifed  a  suggestioni  which,  if  it  bad 
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been  recommeDded  with  the  advantage  of 
hitf  experience  and  authority,  the  com* 
mittee  would  perhaps  be  not  indisposed 
to  receive  more  favourably,  and  with 
more  indulgence  than  he  could  hope  to 
be  extended  to  himself,  who  bad  not  the 
tame  pretensions  to  public  confidence, 
or  to  authority  in  that  House.  He  esti- 
mated the  produce  of  the  duty  at  15,000/. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  proceeded  to 
lay,  he  contemplated  some  regulations 
with  respect  to  game  licences,  on  which 
there  would  be  a  small  increase,  and  also 
as  to  the  notes  of  bankers.  With  regard 
to  the  last^  he  would  not  detain  the  com- 
mittee, as  it  was  intended  now  to  remedy 
the  imperfections  of  former  acts,  and  to 
do  away  misconstructions,  under  which  a 
lower  rate^  of  duty  had  been  paid  than 
was  intended  by  the  act  of  parliament. 
Of  this  some,  persons  had  taken  advantage. 
The  error-  principally  grew  out  of  an 
omission  of  the  words '  British  currency,' 
in  one  of  the  former  Stamp  Acts.  '  An- 
other source  pf  revenue  was,  already  be- 
fore this  honourable  House — the  excise 
duty  on  plate  glass,  the  produce  of  which 
he  took  at  15,000/.  The  next  item  he 
came  to,  was  a  proposed  alteration  in  the 
rates  of  postage  on  letters  conveyed  by 
mails  in  Ireland,— Though  he  antici- 
pated an  increase  in  this  branch  of  reve- 
nae«  by  the  regulation  which  he  should 
have  the  honour  to  submit,  he  confessed 
that  his  principal  object,  as  well  as  iu 
best  result,  would  be  to  reform  a  system 
which,  since  the  period  of  the  establish- 
ment in  17 84,  had  continued  defective. 
Since  that  period  up  to  the  last  year, 
the  highest  rate  of  postage  bad  been  im- 
posed on  the  conveyance  of  letters  80 
xniles  from  the  metropolis.  The  corre- 
ipondence  of  towns  at  that  distance  was 
charged  as  heavily  as  that  of  towns  four 
times  as  for  from  each  other ;  in  addition 
to  which  a  heavy  rate  of  duty  was  in>- 
posed,  a  rate  beyond  all  proportion,  on 
correspondence  passing  through  the  ca- 
pital. The  committee  wonld  not  fail  to 
observe  how  oppressively  this  fell  upon 
the  aistant  parts  of  the  country,  and  in- 
deed upon  all  those  parts,  whether  distant 
or  not,  where  correspondence  was  neces- 
larily  to  pass  through  Dublin.  It  fell, 
however,  most  heavily  on  the  corres- 
pondence of  the  south  of  England,  and 
of  the  northern  part  of  Ireland,  passing 
through  Dublin;  and  when  the  locality 
and  circaoistances  of  oar  principal  com« 


mercial  cities  was  considered,  he  appre- 
hended that  he  was  only  doing  ,an  act  of 
fairness,  he  was  sure  that  be  was  doing 
that  which,  as  a  regulation  of  revenoes, 
was  beneficial  also,  when  he  recommended 

'  the  diminution  of  that  heavy  transit  duty. 
He  proposed  to  reduce  it  about  one<- 
third.  The  rate  of  taxation  would  also 
now  be  taken  on  letters  upon  the  tame 
principle  as  in  this  country ;  it  was  in« 
tended  to  be  progressive  according  to  dis* 
tance.  In  Great  Britain^  the  utmost  ex- 
tent  charged  was  three  hundred  miles; 
up  to  that  scale  the  rate  was,  as  he  bad 
stated,  proportional.  It  was  not  intended, 
in  Ireland,  to  ^o  beyond  that  scale ;  but 
an  advantage  would  be  gained  to  the  cor« 
respondeuce,  not  only  by  the  greater  dis- 
tance which  would  be  embraced  in  300 
Irish  miles,  but  in  the  difference  also  of 
that  currency  in  which  the  charge  was 
made.  He  would  further  propose  to  adopt 
the  same  principle  respecting  the  cross 
posts  which  he  had  recommended  in  the 
last  session  of  parliament  with  regard  to 
the  direct  post,  namely,  the  diminution  of 
the  rate  on  all  places  near  to  each  other; 
and  in  fact  to  carry  forward  the  same  re- 
gulations throughout.  He  had  the  satis- 
faction to  state,  that  the  arrangements 
which  he  then  proposed,  had  been  at- 
tended with  the  best  results.  He  never 
would  consider  the  Post-office  as  other- 
wise than  auxiliary  to  the  revenue.  Ifc 
ought  never  in  principle  to  be  made  sob- 
servient  to  mere  financial  views;  the  re- 
gulations, however,  of  -the  last  years  had 
more  than  answered  the  estimate  he  bad 
made  of  their  produce,  even  in  that  view. 
But  they  had  besides  added  to  the  general 
intercourse,  and  augmented  the  correspon- 
dence throughout  the  country.  He  had 
the  satisfaction  in  reflecting  on  the  im- 

'  proved  state  of  the  whole  of  this  establish- 
ment to  know,  that  in  the  conduct  of  it 
every  facility,  and  all  improvement,  bad 
been  given  to  general  intercourse;  and 
those  great  works  for  which  Ireland  was 
indebted  to  the  liberality  of  parliament, 
namely,  the  commodious  station  for  packets 
at  Howth,  and  the  improved  communica- 
tion from  the  works  in  the  port  of  Water- 
ford,  for  which  a  grant  of  money  had 
been  voted  in  the  present  session,  would, 
he  should  hope,  not  be  unproductive  of 
those  results  which  their  authors  had  con-. 
templated,  and  which  the  House  of  Com- 
mons had  with  equal  judgment  and  libe- 
rality contribated  to  promote. 
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He  would  DOW,  with  the  permiBsion  of 
the  cominittee*  state  the  produce  of  the 
taxes  for  the  two  last  years : 

Ci/fTOMS.*1812.*a*»«»*«»**««»t»*««*  •••••••••M.  2,744,423 

1813... 2.'749,067 

Excm....l8l2 2,455,686 

1813 2,555,874 

»rAMM....1812 745,678 

1813 782,832 

P0STACI.-I8I2 214,678 

1813 220,058 


The  Net  Produce  wi 
CusTOitt..  1812 3,157,59! 

1813 2,280,262 

Excisi 1812 2,015,343 

1813 1,997337 

STAMn....l812 679,285 

1813 724,353 

PomcB...I8I2 86,890 

1813 96iO00 

1.  The  Det  produce  of  Assessed  Taxes  had  been 

1812 jf.  500,150 

J813 523,451 

The  Gross  Produce- 
Malt  Strong  Waters. 
1813             ^.304,513  ^.1,021,454 
1813                 533,325  813,332 


from  the  actual  produce  of  tbe  quarter 

to  5th  April,  1814 58,000 

*  ^.106,574 
Estimated    for  other    three    months, 

making  the  Distillery  year  9  months... 
The  latter  three  months  not  equal  to  the 

former. 40,COO 


Giving  an  excess  on  the  estimate  of. 

His  estimate  of  the  Assessed  Taxes  was.. 

No  QoUection  had  been  made  thereon  in 
the  year  by  the  Act,  but  those  Taxes 
having  on  the  old  rate  produced 
380,600/.  the  produce  must  be 

And  will  be  considerably  more  than  the 
estimate  in  thi$  and  ensuing  years...... 

The  alteration  of  the  rates  of  Postage,  he 
had  expected  to  produce 

The  actual  produce  was  in  7{  months... 

Estimated  for  A^  months... ......«•«...... 


Of  these  the  produce 

for  the  Quarter  to 

the  5tb  of  Jan.  was    .£.204,462  535,888 

And  the  distiUei y  was  at  work  not  quite 

3  months. 

He  would  now  proceed  to  compare  the 
estimated  amount  of  the  Taxes,  as  he  had 
stated  them  last  year,  with  their  actual 
produce. 

He  had  estimated  the  produce  of 
Customs  with  Excise  on  Tobacco  and 

Wine  at jC.260,000 


The  actual  produce 

la  7)  months,  from  17th  Aiay 196,000 

Estimate  of  4^  Months 98,000 


JS.  288,000 

Giving  an  excess  of. -, 28,000 

He  had  calculated  the  duties  on  M^lt 
(3<.  per  barrel)  would  give  £,  1 15,000 
Actual  produce  in  the  Quarter  to  5th 

Jan.  1814,  was 60,000 

Estimated  produce  for  three  months  in 
the  commencement  of  the  year,  taken 
from  tbe  actual  produce  of  tbe  quarter 
to  5th  of  April,  1814, 70,000 


£. 


146,574 

36.574 

110,000 


95,000 


35,000 
9,500 
5,700 


£.  15,200 

The  Leather  duties  he  had  taken  at, 5,000^ 

Their  actual  produce  in  7|  months  had 

been 5,500 

Estimated  for  4)  months 3,300 

He  calculated  on  their  giving jS.  8,800 

Exceeding  the  Estimate .f.  3,800 

The  grofs  aroouot  of  Customs  in  the  year 

ended  5th  January,  1814,  was £.  2,790,409 

The  average  of  the  three  preceding  years 

was 2,474^080 


£.  130,000 
Estimated  for  other  two  months,^  making 
tbe  Jdalting  year  eight  months, 40,000 

£,  170,000 
Civing  an  excess  of  £,  55,000. 

He  had  teken  tbe  duty  on  Spirits 

{6d.  pr.  gallon)  at £,  1 10,000 

The  actual  produce  had  been  from  13th 

October  1813,  to  5th  January  1814..«  £.  48,574 
Estimated  produce  for  three  mpnths  in 

She  comineaceaient  of  the  year  taken 


Increase <i^.  316,329 

In  this  branch,  notwithstanding  the 
augmentation  of  the  Duties,  there' had  been 
a  progressive  increase,  viz : 

1811  .„£.  2,204,000         18l3...jf .  2,779,000 
181'2...      2,438,000         1814...      2,790,000 

The  articles  upon  which  an  increase 
arose  in  1813,  were  rum  and  tobacco. 
The  articles  upon  which  a  decrease  oc- 
curred, were  coals,  reBned  sugars,  salt,  and 
tea,  none  of  which  articles  had  additional 
duties  imposed  on  them  in  1813.  A  false 
opinion  had  gone  abroad,  that  the  increase 
in  the  duties  on  wines  had  caused  a  de« 
crea«e  of  the  revenue  ;  so  far  from  this 
being  the  fact,  the  aggregate  amount  of 
duty  received  on  wines  in  1813,  exceeded 
that  in  1812.  Apparently,  there  was  a 
,  falling-off  in  the  customs  upon  French 
wines ;  but  this  was  accounted  for  in  con- 
sequence of  the  revenue  in  1812  having 
been  swelled  to  a  greater  amount  than  the 
consumption  of  the  year  called  for,  owing 
to  the  conditions  of  the  licences  in  that 
year  having  stipulated  that  the  duties  on 
French  wines,  imported' under  such  licen- 
ces, must  be  paid  at  the  time  of  the  impor- 
tation thereof.  And  although  the  present 
rates  on  wines  are  three  times  u  high  at 
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they  stood  previous  to  1793|  th^castoms 
on  wines,  in  the  three  last  years,  exceeded 
the  amount  of  the  three  years  to  1793  in 
the  sum  of  380>000/.  This  he  considered 
a  great  proof  of,  the  increased  wealth  and 
prosperity  of  the  country.  But  if  it  were 
the  fact  that  the  revenue  on  wines  bad 
decreased,  the  assumed  deduction'  would 
not  hold  good.  It  was  not  true  that  the 
increase  of  the  rates  had  reduced  the  re- 
yenue.  The  gross  amount  of  the  revenue 
had  been  considerably  augmented  upon 
the  entire  consumption  of  malt,  of  spirits, 
and  of  wines,  collectively ;  and  this  is  tb^ 
only  fair  view,  that  ought  to  be  takon  to 
arrive  at  a  just  conclusion  on  the  question. 
The  following  is  a  true  statement  of  the 
aggregate  revenue  upon  the  consumption : 


Sptritn 
Forei|B 

Total 
RcTfnue 

Wiici. 

and 

Mtlt. 

on  Winea. 

Home* 

Spirits  ar 

iC. 

made. 

Malt. 

£. 

C 

£- 

fa  tlie  Ihree  yein. 

. 

1190,    1791,   m4 

I'TS**  •«••«•••••••■•••• 

439,000 

1,114,000 

415,000 

1,968,000 

IQ  the  three  ycirf. 

ISll,    1812.    tDd 
Incr.  In  the  Utter 

915,000 

3,18li000 

1»9O7.06o 

5,909,000 

pcriott  ••••••••••••••• 

476,C00 

2/)67,000 

'799,000 

3AU.000 

Average  Annuil  ia- 

creaM  «.......;..«>. 

158.000 

609.000 

964,000 

M 11,000 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  took  a  view 
of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  Ireland. 
The  result  of  this  was  highly  satisfactory. 

In  the  IS  years  to  1801  the  official 
value  of  Exporta  wag if. 56,155,000 

12  yean  to  18U,  ditto 68,774,000 

Ezceediog        12,619,000 

In  the  1 2  years  to  1 801 ,  the  valae  of 

Imports  was 53.336,000 

13  years  to  1814,  ditto 80,720,000 

Ezceedinff        28,384,000 

In  the  12  years  to  1801,  the  number 

of  ships  entered  inward  was 88,336 

12  years  to  1^14,  ditto 107.505 

Exceeding  19,169 

Their  tonnage  was, 

12  years  to  1801 7,818,600  Tons. 

12  years  to  1814 10,006,400 

Exceeding  2, 1 87,800  Tons. 

In  all  the  articles  of  nat^ive  produce  ex* 
ported,  there  had  been  considerable  in* 
crease  in  the  year  1813  over  former  years. 
It  bad  been  complained,  that  the  financial 
exertions  of  Ireland  had  not  been  so  great 
as  they  ought  to  have  been ;  bat  he  woald 
Uke  upon  himself  to  say,  that  since  the 


Union  they  had  been  greater  than  those 
who  were  at  that  time  most  sanguine  in 
their  hopes  had  ever  expected  from  her. 
To  giye  the  committee  a  proper  idea  of 
what  she  had  done,  be  would  contrast  the 
total  amount  of  her  expenditure  in  the  1 3 
years  before  the  Union,  with  the  13  years 
which  had  passed  since.  Including  in 
the  thirteen  years  preceding  the  Unioa 
two  years  of  extraordinary  expense,  when 
xhh  country  was  in  a  state  of  disturbance* 
(which  God  forbid  should  ever  recur 
again !)  the  total  expenditure  amounted  to 
39  millions,  and  in  the  13  years  which  had 
followed,  the  expenditure  was  upwards  of 
116,000,000/.  The  actual  receipt  of  re- 
venue for  the  13  years  before  the  Union 
was  19  millions;  and  for  the  13  yeoirs 
since  the  Union,  above  50  millions. 

Having  concluded  his  statement  of  the 
ways  and   means^    he   had  only  to  ex- 
press his  hope  and  confidence  that  the 
estimates   which    he   had    submitted    to 
the  committee  would  prove  to  be  as  well 
founded  as  those  which  he  had  submit- 
ted last  year.     He,  however,  felt  himself 
bound  in  candour  to  notice  a  reduction  of 
the  revenue,  which  be  should  propose  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days ;   it  was  the  tax 
of  $s,  imposed  upon  houses  not  paying 
other  taxes.    The  total  amount  of  house- 
tax  was  about  24,000/.  aivd  the  reduction 
would  be  about  one-third  of  that  sum.    If 
in  any  part  of  this  statement  he  bad  not 
made  himself  clearly  understood,  he  should 
be  happy  to  give  any  explanation  in  his 
power.      He   concluded  with  6bserving, 
that  in  congratulating  the  committee  upon 
the  result  of  the  measures  proposed  last 
year,  be  was  not  actuated  by  feelings  of  a 
personal  nature ;    but  it  was  a  subject  of 
great  satisfaction  and  exultation,  to  witness 
the  progressive  increase  of  the  prosperity 
of  Ireland.    On  the  6nly  former  occasion, 
on  which  it  had  been  his  duty  to  bring 
under  the  consideration  of  parliament  the 
general  state  of  Irish  resources,  he  had 
expressed  that  opinion  to  which  he  still 
adhered,  namely,  that  it  was  mainly  owing 
to  the  system  on  which  we  had  acted  with 
respect  to  Ireland,  that  she  had  increased 
as  she  had  done  in  these  resources,  and 
had  advanced  so  rapidly,  in  despite  of  the 
comparative  augmentation  of  her  burthens, 
to  wealth  and  to  prosperity.     He  had  then 
cautioned  the    House    not  to  press   too 
strongly  on  these  nascent  sources  of  oar 
strength ;  whilst  those  who  judge  from  tbe 
example  of  England,  might  erroneously 
think  that  we  ifere  able  to  breast  those 
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diflBcultiei  voder  which  any  coontry  bol 
Eogland  muit  have  saccumbe^*  I  tbea 
laid  before  yoa^Baid  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man,  what  Ireland  had  done ;  I  ^id  not 
conceal  froqi  her  the  lacrificea  which  she 
woiild  be  called  upon  to  make;  I  ex- 
pressed that  hope  which  parliament  has 
folfilled-— a  hope  that  would  not  anticipate 
ihe  resources  orireland,  for  if  you  antici- 
pate, yon  crush  them.  I  presume  to  say, 
that  in  the  propositions  which  I  lay  this 
day  before  yoq«  I  gi^e  no  indistinct  efi- 
deoce  of  a  disposition  to  meet  the  difficul- 
ties of  oor  sitnation,of  a  desire  not  to  shrink, 
through  any  personal  feelings,  from  the 
Imposition  of  such  burthens  as  I  think  the 
coontry  is  able  to  bear;  and  if.  Sir,  at  the 
close  of  this  long^  eventftil,  and  triumphant 
^ar,  in  which  Britain  has  made  such  sacri- 
fices, and  in  which  Ireland  has  contributed 
such  as  were  correaiponding  to  her  means; 
if  England  has  set  a  fpJendid  example  to 
lurrooadiag  nations,  her  sister  island  hfi 
been  far  from  backw^d  in  those  exer- 
tions, by  which  our  national  character 
has  been  raised  io  its  present  proud  pre- 
eminence* 

Let  us  not  be  told,  then,  that  we  have 
been  a  burthen  to  the  empire,  to  whose 
soccesi  we  have  contributed  so  mainly; 
ibis  House  will  not  forget  bow  Ireland  has 
manned  your  fleets,  and  how  much  your 
military  renown  has  been  added  to  by  her; 
you  ba?e  thia  very  day  received  within 
your  walls,  the  most  iUostrious  of  her  sons* 
•^(Hear,  hear,hear  !)«-You  owe  to  Ireland, 
that  great  Captain  who  has  led  you  to  vic- 
tory.*  I  will  not  speak  of  any  one  who 
may  be  present,  for  my  noble  friend  is 

? resent,  nnder  whose  auspices  that  ereat 
Veaty  has  been  accomplished,  which  has 
sheathed  the  sword  of  war,  and  by  which 
convulsed  Europe  has,been  restored  to  her 
ancient  and  regulated  form  (Hear,  hear !) 
•—Full  well  my  noble  friend  knows  how 
much,  in  the  contest  which  has  just  been 
terminated,  our  countrv  has  done  for  the 
common  cause-— (Heac,  hear !) — and  if  fur- 
ther testimony  were  wanting,  he.  Sir,  who 
within  these  walls  to-day  received  the 
highest  meed  of  honour,  the  coronation 
even  of  a  fame  like  his,  oor  own  Welling- 
ton could  have  told  you,  how  in  the  fields 
where  he  commanded,  Ireland  has  bled,— 
be  might  have  told  you  in  the  language  of 
one  other  own  eloquent  men,  that  Ireland 
bad  opened  her  heart««loices  in  your 
cause ;  and  if  Britain  justly  glories  in  the 
battle  she  hat  fought,  Ireland  has  a  right 
Io  participate  in  her  triumph*  (Hear,  hear!) 
(VOL.  XXIX*)  ' 


In  reply  to  the  observations  of  sir  Henry 
Parnell  and  sir  John  Newport, 

Mr.  FU*s^rald  said,  he  was  highly  ten- 
aible  of  the  liberal  manner  in  which  the 
hon.  gentlemen  opposite  had  received  the 
propositions  which  he  had  the  honour  19 
au^mitf  He  felt  deeply  the  kindness  o^ 
thfi  cojptmittee,  and  woi^ld  not  be  90  nnr 
grate&l  in  return>  as  to  tresps^ss  lonff  op 
their  time,  after  the  attention  with  wnich 
they  had  already  £avoure<^  him-  He  hoped 
he  might  be  permitted  to  consider  the  mr 
formation  of  bis  right  hon.  friend  (air 
Joho  If  ewport),  and  ib.e  observations  which 
he  had  made  on  the  public  departmenis  in 
Ireland,  rather  as  notices  of  intended  pro- 
ceedings in  another  session  of  parliament, 
than  as  meant  to  produce  discussion  now, 
into  which  he  should  very  relnct^ntly 
enter,  after  the  example  which  his  rigi^t 
hon.  friends  had  set  tp  him  in  this  night's 
debate*  He  thanked  his  right  hon.  friend, 
howey/eri  that  he  did  not  impute  iheae 
ca^es  of  pial-adminiatratioo  to  these  times  ; 
and  hf  aasured  luoHf  that  he  did  him  jus- 
tice in  believing,  that  his  views  had  been 
inflexibly  directed  to  the  public  service, 
and  to  the  amendment,  as  the  right  hon* 
baronet  would  find,  of  many  of  those  pre- 
existent  defects  of  system,  of  which  he  and 
others  bad  complained.  With  respect  to 
what  had  fallen  from  his  hon.  friend,  (the 
member  for  the  Qneen's  County,)  on  the 
subject  of  licensing  small  stills,  he  knew 
not  where  the  discretion  alluded  to  was  to 
rest,  if  not  with  the  Board  of  Excise.  He 
ahould  deem  himself  both  ungrateful  and 
unjust  if  he  wKhheld  that  testimony  which 
was  due  to  the  honourable  gentleman  at 
the  head  of  that  board,  whose  zeal,  whose 
exertion,  whose  increased  anxiety  for  the 
improvement  of  that  branch  of  the  reve* 
nue  which  was  committed  to  his  charge^ 
was  far  beyond  any  commendation  which 
he  could  give,  but  which  he  must  say  set 
a  signal  example  to  those  at  the  bead  of 
other  departments.  If  any  merit  were  to 
be  ascribed  to  those  who  had  to  carry  into 
execution  the  intentions  of  parliament  in 
that  branch  of  revenue,  he  would  not  ar- 
rogate it  to  the  superior  branches  of  the 
government,  but  had  pleasure  in  ascribing 
it  to  Mr.  Marsden,  to  whom  it  was  due  ; 
he  was  not  aware  that  the  power  vested  in 
the  commissioner!  of  excise  with  respect 
to  licences,  had  ever  been  abused,  he  was 
sure  that  none  had  been  partially  given 
or  capriciously  withheld;  he  ha<^  had 
frequent  and  confidential  communications 
(*M) 
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with  the  cbairmtD  of  that  board*  od  these 
subjects,  and  must  take  bis  share  of  any 
responsibility  attaching  to  the.  course 
which  had  beetr  pursued;  but  the  com- 
mittee would  feel  that  it  was  essential  to 
the  execptioiu  nayj  to  the  very  principle 
of  the  act  which  the  boo.  baronet  bad 
referred  to,  that  no  distillery  of  small 
dimensions  working  under  the  provisions 
of  the  law  of  the  last  session,  should  be 
permitted  to  interfere  with  that  district 
in  wbich  the  more  extensive  capitalist  had 
been  tempted  to  the  investment  of  his 
property,  and  sanctioned  in  the  establish- 
meht  of  his  works---he  was  sure  that  in  the 
counties  where  illicit  distillation  had  pre- 
¥ailed,  that  every  encouragement  had  been 
given  by  the  commissioners  of  excise ;  and 
the  committee  would  hear  with  pleasure, 
that  the  meitns  pursued,  had  been,  up  to 
|his  time,  most  successful  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  that  great  bane  of  public  morality 
and  public  peace.  There  was  one  topic 
«vhich  he  had  omitted  to  refer  to,  when 
he  had  itated  the  equalization  of  the  ens- 
Ion^  dotjes  of  ir|B)and  with  tbose  of  Great 


Britain,  viz.  that  be  meant  to  except  fron^ 
its  entire  operation,  the  article  of  silk.      It 
was  true  that,  by  the  enactment  and  coun- 
tervailing duties,  we  should   protect  our 
internal  manufacture  from  British  or  fo- 
reign competition.     But  he  still  thought, 
that  to  raise  the  duty  on  that  article   at 
once  to  the  full  amount  of  the  British  doty, 
might  press  too  heavily  on  those  interested 
in  that  manufacture ;  and  as  it  had  been 
mentioned  to  him,  that  they  would   not 
object  to  an  increase,  so  as  to  bring  it  up 
to  one  half  of  the  existing  import  duties 
in  Great  Britain,  that  was  all  that  he 
should  now  propose  to  lay  upon  it,  leaving 
it  to  the  discretion  of  the  legislature  to 
consider  how  far  it  might  hereafter  act 
with  respect  to  silk,  on  the  same  principle 
upon  which  it  had  acted  generally.   After 
adverting  shortly  to  the  new  stamp  dotiea, 
he  concluded  with  expressing  his  thanks 
to  the  committee  for  its  kindness,  and  also 
his  obligation  to  those  who  had  received 
his  propositions  with  so  much  candour, 
and  had  made  allowance  for  the  difficulties 
ia  which  he  and  the  country  were  placed. 
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